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(b) Ik Coekcil 

Govt, Supporters — 

Unattached 

2 

Knsak Praja Party 

9 

League Party 

7 

European Group 

6 

No Party - 

16 


33 

Opposition — 

Congress Group 

13 

Progressive Party 

6 

No Party 

5 

J -V » -T 


24 


Go vermnexit^"x)f . Bpfeb ay 

' Qxrretnwf'S^- 


H E Sif^Boger Ettmley, g c r e., t d 

CfinncJ ^'Ministtrs (CoxGEESS) 

^ 1 Hon- B 6 Kier {Prime 
ifinister) Political & Services, Education 
and Labour ' 

2 Hon Mr A B Lathe, — Finance, 
Rural Development <£ Agricultural De- 
partment 

3 Hon Mr K M Munshi — Some 
and Legal, Medical, Public Healtn 

4 Hon Dr D D Gilder— i^ea/^A & 
Excise 

5 Hon Mr M B Desai — Revenue 

G Hon Mr L M Patil— Local Self- 
Government and Miscellaneous 

7 Hon Mr M Y Isune — Publ c 
Worts 


Parliamentary Secretaries 

1 Gulzanlal Nanda, Esq, P S t( 
the Honourable , the Pnme Sliniste 
Oiabour) and to the Hon’ble Munster fo: 
Excise 

rr Elsq, P S to th« 

Hon ble Slinister for Home Hepartmeiii 
and to the Hon’ble Munster for Local 
fcelt-bovernment 

3 Mrs Hansa Jirraj Mehta, P S 

Minister {Education] 
and to the Hon Minister for Health. 

4 M P Patil Esq , P S to the 
ilon Alinister for Finance, Eural De- 
velopment and Agriculture. 

5 T ' E Kesvi, Esq , p g to the 
Hon Murfster for Public Works 

TT,,® a? ^ ®55.P S to the 

Hon Munster for Kevenue 


Nomencal Strength of Parties 
(a) Ik Assembly 


Congress Party 89 

Opposition — 

ainslim League Party 26 

Independent Labour Party 14 

Progress Party 12 

Peasants & Peoples Party 8 

Peasants & Workers Party 8 

Demociatic Swaraj Party 5 

Independents 13 


86 ‘ 


; (b) Iy Coukcil 
^C ongress Party 14 

Opposition 20 

^ . Total 30 

t . ^ ^ '• 

Government of Madras 

Governor — ^Lord Erskmc, GCIE 

Conncil of Ministers (Congress) 

Eajagopalachan, Prime 
Minister {Public and Finance) 

Hon Mr T Prakasam, {Revenue) 

Yakub Hasan, {Puoltc Works) 
T Dr fcubbarayan, {Education and 
Legal) 

Hon Dr T S S Eajan, {Pubic 

■a- IT TT T Health) 

Hon Mr V I Mimiswami Pillai, 

XJ T,r TT l:^9ricultuie and Piral) 
Hon Mr V ^ Gin, {Industries and 

It ^ Pamnathan {Adrmnis- 

iraiwn Reports and Public Informations) 
Hon Mr K Eaman Menon, {Couris 

Hon Mr B Gopol. Eeddl"'' 

{Local Administration) 

Eumerical Strength of Parties 

(a) Ik Assembly 
Qovt Supporters — 

Congress 
Opposition — 

Justice Party 
Moslem League 
European Group 
An»lo-Indian Group 
Independents 
National Democrats 
! 


159 


17y 
13 
7 ‘ 

12 ! 

4J 


55 


214 
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Allahabad 

Hon Mr E Bennet 

„ „ Iqbal Ahmed 

„ „ Kachhpal Singh 

.. .• S 

I, „ H J Collister 

„ „ J J Allsop 

„ „ Ganganath 

„ „ Muhammad Ismail 

„ „ Kamalakanta Verraa 

Nagpnr 

Hon Mr L Lems 

B S Niyogi 
R Pollock 
Vman Bose 
„ „ H G Grener 

„ N ^oble ^ ^ 

Oudh Chief Court “ - 

Zn-ul-Hnssan " / 

A Henrv De Burgh Hamilton 
E Jj \orkQ 

^ f 

Ruling Princes & Chiefs 


Mr 

r 

O) 

»i 


- Salutes of 21 Guns 

Baroda, The Maharaja (Gaekwar) of 
Gwalioi, The Maharaja (Sindhia) of 
Hjdorabad, The Nizam of 
Jammu and Kashmir, The Mahaiaji of 
Mysore, The Mahaiaja of 


Salutes of 19 Guns 

Bhopal, The Nawab of 
Indoie, The Maharaja (Holkai) of 
Kalab, The Khan of 
Travancore, The Mahaiaja of 
Kolhapur, The Mahaiaja of 
Udaipur, (Meuai), The Mahaiaja of 

Salutes of 17 Guns 


Bahawalpur, The Naavab of 
Bharatpur, The Mahaiaja of 
Bundi, The Maharao Raia of 
Cochin, The Maharaja of 
Cutch, The Mahaiao of 
Jaipur, The Maharaja of - 
Karauli. The Maharaja 
Kotah, The Mahaiao 
Jodhpur (Marwar), The Maharaja of 
Patiala, The Mahaiaja of 
Eewa The Maharaja of 
Tout, The Nawab of 

Salutes ol 15 Guns 


Alwar, The Maharaja of 

Bhutan, The Maharaja of 

Eanswaia, The Mahaiawal of 

Datia, The Maharaja of 

Dewas (Senior Branch), The Maharaja of 

Dhai, The Maharaja of 

Dholpur The Mahaiaja -Eana of- 

(e) 


Dungarpur, The Maharawal of 
Idar, The Maharaja of 
Jaisalmer, The Maharwal of 
Khairpur, The Mir of 
Kishangarh, The Maharaja of 
Orchha, The Maharaja of 
Partabargh, The Maharawal of 
Eampur,‘-The Nawab of 
Sikkim, The Maharaja of 
Sirohi, The MaJiarao of 

Salutes ol 13 Guns 
Benares, Tke Maharaja of 
Bhavnagai, The Mnharaja of 
Cooch Behar, The Maharaja of 
Dhrangadhra, The Mahaiaja of 
Jaora, The Nawab of 
Jhalau atr 5Ee Mnhaiaja-Eana of 
Jhind, Tffie' Sfdharaja £)f 
Junagadh>The Nawab of*. 
Kapurthala, The Maharaja of 
Nabha, The Mpharaja of 
Nawanagar, Tl^ SIp6ara]a.of 
Palanpur, The^/wah,Oi 
Poibandai, Tht Maharaja o£- 
Eajpipla, The-MlhB 5 .a]a of 
Eutlam, The Maharaja of 
Tiipuia, The Maharaja^of 

Salutes'ol 11 Guns 

i 

Ajaigarh, The Maharaja of 
Alirajpur Eaja of 
Baoni Nawab of 
Barwani, Eana of 
Bijawar, Mahaiaja of 
Biiaspur, Eaja of 
Cambay, Nawab of 
Chamba, The Eaja of 
Charkhaii, The Maharaja of 
Chatarapui, The Maharaja of 
Faridkot, The Raja of 
Gondal, The Thakur Sahib of 
Janura, The Nawab of 
Jhabua, The Eaja of 
Maler-Kotla, The Nawab of 
Mandi, The Raja of 
Manipur, The Maharaja of 
Morvi, The Thakur Sahib of 
Narsingarh, TheTJaja of ^ 

Pannn, The Maharaja of 
Puddukotta, The Eaja of 
Eadhanpur, The Nawab of 
Eaigarh The Eaja of 
Sailana, The Baja of 
Samthar, The Eaja of 
Siimiir (Nahan), The 
Maharaja of 
Sitamau, The Eaja of 
Suket, The Raja of 
Tehri, The Raja of 

Salutes of 9 Guns ^ 
Balasinor, Navfab of 
Banganapalle, Nawab of 
Bansda, Eaja ot- ' 


t 
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wheie the police had to open fire on riotous mobs C'lifeiv ins enforced in the 
City In Ca^\npore there were 4 stiay assaults icsuUing in two deaths 
Ihe Tjsit of the Viceioy and Lady Linlithgow to Jodnmu ms concluded His 
Excellency then \isited Udaipiu and speaking at the State banquet stated that 
the deielopinent of a paiticulai foira of constitution for a State uas a mattci 
for the Eiilei himself 

Mahatma Gandhi commented m the Hanjan upon the settlement armed at 
between the Eamduig Piaja Sangh and the Euler of Eamdurg, a small State in 
the Bombay Karnatak aiea— theie was an opposition to this settlement bj certain 
estiemist sections 

5th Mahatma Gandhi continued his fast at Eajkoi. numerous messages not onlv 
from indniduals but from some of the Pimincial Goieinmen's weie sent to the 
Viceioy to inteivcne The Piouncial Miuistiics of Bombay, Bihai, the Central 
PiOMnoes and of some others thieatencd to icsign, if action ii is not tikcn to 
pieient the continuation of the fast by the Mahatma 
S] Sublns thandia Bose, ignoiing me heal adiice and looking esticmelj weak 
left Houiah station for Tiipun, to pie^ide ovei the Congress • 

A seiious Hindu Moslem fiacas biokc out at Cossipoie, ncm 'Calcntta a 
group of Hindus iieie eelebiating holi at the junction of Cossipoie Koid and 
Giin and Shell Factoiy Koad uitli band and music When an alteicition arose 
betnecn the membcis of this paity and Moslems, stone tluowing followed and 
soon a fiacas was in piogiess uhicli was piomptly checked b> the police 
'Jheie was fuilhci giaie communal noting at Benares , the i olicc uul Loops 
had to open fiie on seveial occasions to dispcise riotois mobs 
Swann Sahajananda Saiaswati, Picsident, All India Kishan Sahl'aTaddicssing 
seveial meetings at Jubbulpoie suggested to peasants to oiganivc a mauh to 
Tiapim to place then giievances botoie the delegates and leadeis of the Longicss 

6th, S] Subhas Chandia Bose Gongicss Picsident, aimed at Tiipun lie had 
eailici detiained at Jubbulpofe'and fiora thence hetiacelled in an ambuhncc car 
'JTie fouith day of Mahatma Gindhi’sTast Uis E\ccllcne\ the Viceioy lotuincd 
to New Delhi having cui tailed Inf'E ijpufana tour in mcw of the situation 
cieated by the Mahatma’s fast^ The Viceioy leceived a tclegiam fiom Maliatmi 
Gandhi m his icply to His Evccllency’s message 
In a senes of communal clashes in mill di&tiufs nc-’i Calcutta, compnsing 
Naihati, Tittagaih Khaidah Karaaxhati, in the Banack,ioie sub dnnion, and 
Matiabiuz, neai Gaiden Eeach, one man was killed and nca’lj 215 people were 
injuied 

The Pionncial Boaid of Anglo Indian dnd Euiopcan Education, Bengal dealt 
with a numbei of impoitant questions at then meeting at Wiiteis’ Buildm' 
Cab utta 

The Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill was in the end refeued to a select 
committee without division, despite lenewed attempts by the Coiiguss to hold 
up the pioccedings of the IBengal Assembly 
The Assam Pionncial Moslem Students’ Confeience was held at Sylhet 
Ml Abdul Matin Clioudhim (ev-SIinistei) piesidcd 
7tli M ihatma , Gandhi bioke bis fast on the leccipt of an assurance from, the 
Viceioy thaF the Thakoie Saheb of Rajkot would caiiy out the jiiomises 
contained in his notihcation and that His Excellency would cxeit his influence 
to see that he did so Mahatma Gandhi s-id that his lieait was at liipuii, but 
he had woik to do at Eajkot, the pioblem of the State b'ookcd no dchv It 
would not dp to tinkei with it The Piinces must take hcioic measures ' 

The All India Congiess Committee met at fi'ipun Maul ina Abifl Kalam 
Azad, as the scniormost Cx-Piesident occupied the chaii in the absence of Rj 
Subhas Chandia Bose, who could not attend owing to the state of Ins 
health , moves weie afoot to patch uji the difleicnces which divided the Congiess 
dpiUjig the jnesidcn'ial election Achaiva J B Kiipalani presented the annual 
, icport ^Thc Lefubts submitted to Pinrlit Nehru the draft of a le^olution on 
Fede'atfoii eliminating the suggestions of an ultimitum tathc Biitish Govern- 
ment and demanding the oiiginal resolution of anything savqinmg of censure 
on Congiess jiolity so fai puisued 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, Mi Naliiii Eanjan Sarcai, Finance 
Ministci, intioduced the Finance Bill seeking to laise additional revenue by 
imposing an ungiaduated tax of Es 30 per anlium on tiades, piofessions, call- 
ings and employments, leaving out of its scojfe those who do not pay income 



CALENDAR FOR 193^ 


January 


8 15 22 29 

9 16 23 30 


S 1 

M 2 

T 3 10 17 24 31 

W 4 11 18 25 

Tb 5 12 19 26 

F 6 13 20 27'- . 

S 7 14 -21 ’28 - - 


Febetjaht.. 

'> ' 


S 

M 

T 

W 

Th 

F 

S 


5 12' 19 26 

6 1-3 20 27 
'7< 14 21 28 

8 15 22 

9 16 23 

10 17 24 

11 18 25 


MiVECH 


May 


S 

M 

T 

W 

Th 

F 

S 


7 14 21 28 

8 15 22 29 
^9 16 28 30 

10 17 24 31 

11 18 25 

12 -19 26 

13 20 27 


July 


September 


S 

M 

T 

W 

Th 

F 1 
S 2 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 14 2L 28 

8 15 22 2i) 
9^16 23 30 


10 17 24 

11 18 25 

12 19 

13 20 


26 

27 


} 

Juke J 

L 

_ October 

i 

S 4 11 18 ^5 

M 5 12 19 26 

T 6 13 20 27* * 

W 7 14 21 28 > 

Th 1 8 15 22 29 

F 2 9 16 23 30 " 

S 3 10 17 24 

4 

S I'S 15 22 29 

M 2 »9'16 23 30 

T ’ 3 10 17 24 31' 

W 4' 11 IS 25 
.Th 5 12 19 26 

F 6 13 20 27 

S 7 14 21 28 


-November 


S 5 12 19 26 

M 6 13 20 27 

T 7 14 21 28 

W 1 8 15 22 29 

Th 2 9 16 23 30 

F 3 10 17 24 ‘31 

S 4 11 18 25 

S 2 9 16 23 30 

M 3 10 17 24 '31 

T 4 11 18 25 

W 5 12 19 ‘26- 

Th 6 13 20 27' 

F 7 14 21 23 

S 1 8 15 22 29 

April 

August 

S 2 9 16 23 30 

S 6 13 20 27 

M 3 10 17 24 

M 7 14 21 28 

T 4 11 18 25 

T 1 8 15 22 29 

W 5 12 19 26 

W 2 9 16 28 30 

Th 6 13 20 27 

Th 3 10 17 24 31 

F 7 14 21 28 

F 4 11 IS 25 

S 1 8 15 22 29 

S 5 12 19 26 


S 

5 12,19 26 

M 

6 13 2'0 27 

T- 

, 7. £4 21 28 J 

1 W 1 8 15 22 29 . 

' Th 2 9 16 23 30 

F : 

3 10 17 24 . 

s ■ 

4 11.18 25 

December 

S 

3 10 17 24 31 

M 

4 11 18 25 - 

T 

5 12 19 26 ^ 

W 

6 18 20 27 ' 

Th 

7 14.21 28 

F : 

1 8 15 22 29 

s : 

2 9 16 23 30 














-14 MAPCH ’39 ] 


CHROKICLE OF EVEXTrf 


attack against the measure and accused the Gorernment of mtcrfenng with the 
fundamental lights and hbeities of the people 


The CoDgicss programme nas altered in 
Chandra Bose’s iliness fej Bose remarked to 


new of a ^rave turn in S] Subhas 
Pandit Isehrii, “I have not come 


- .jj tv j. uiuii, iteuru, i nave not cc 

jiere to go to hospital in Jubbulpoie , I would much rather die here than be 
removed elsewheie before the session is ovei ” Immediatel> after the f'uhiects 
Committee meeting and before the open session of the Congress all Gandinan 
^adeis usited &3 Bose, and informed him that they had decided to delete from 
lanmt Govind Ballabh Pant’s lesolution, passed in the Subjects Committee 
meeting on the 10th , tlie poition relating to the evpression of re''Tct at the 
• aspersions” cast on ceitain past membeis of the Congicss esecutiie The leaders 
also deaded not to put the lesolution before the plenaiy session of the Congress 
1 1 All-India Committee, to be taken up at a future conienicnt 

date The business of majoi importance in the Subjects Committee was the 
discussion of Pandit Janhailal Nehru’s * national demand” It was an anti- 
xederatmn resolution leilerating uncompromising opposition to the Icderal part 
of the Government of India Act and determination to resist its imposition 
Dr Pattavi Sitaiamaiya, Piesident_of the Andhia Pioiincial Congress Com- 
mittee leceived an iiifoimation that 50 women were arrested following a latlii 
Dmtfic°° fca’iagiahis at Kahpatnam ullage, m the West Godaian 

Khan Bahadur Azwul Haque, Vice Chancelloi Calcutta Univcrsitj in course of 
his addiess at the annual comocation, made a spmted defence of the achieic- 
and gifts of the Calcutta Uniiersity against uninformed ciitics 
The Princes held a pnuate meeting (at 'New Delhi), at which tho' situation 
mising out of the agitation against the Indian States na» thoioughly discussed 
the mating considered ceitam pioposals regarding mternal reforms in the Stales’ 
fd fhe Assam Legislative Council (Uppei House), theie was a full debate on 
the Budget The dominant note in vanous speeches was the want of adequate 
provision made m the Budget for tackling the sonous unemployment existiii" in 
the province ° 

Mr E N Nicolls, Chairman, Darjeeling Branch of the European Association 
outlined at the annual general meeting at Daiqechng, the principal matters that 
the Committee had worked on dunng the past year 


I2th The 52nd session of the Indian National Congress concluded Pandit Pant’s 
resolution on Congiess leadership was passed by an oierw helming majority The 
resolution regretted the ‘ aspeisions” cast against the membeis o? the old Work- 
ing Committee, reiterated faith in the policy and programme hitherto pursued 
undei the guidance of Mahatma Gandhi and recommended that the President 
should nominate the Woiking Committee for the year, in accordance with 
Mahatma Gandhi’s wishes voting was by show of hands The Socialists remained 
neutral The session rejected half a dozen amendments (including Sir K F 
Nariman’s motion that m view of the alarming state of the President’s health 
the consideiation of Pandit Pant’s resolution be postponed till the President was 
in a fit condition to attend the meeting) 

The decision of the greatest import was the rejection of the Congress President’s 
plan of an ultimatum to the British Goiernment, in order to ensure that the 

Congress demand, common to both groups, was met -within a presenbeJ time- 
limit — Sj Sarat Chandra Bose suggested a time limit of six months, but 
Pandit Jawharlal Nehiu said that they would be deceiving themselves if they 
thought that they could win their fieedom fiom the British Government ba 
using high sounding phrases and words What was required was an 
enunciation in clear trams of the “national demand”, and preparation for tlie 
struggle through purifying and strengthening the Congress organization This 
view was accepted by the Congress m the form of a long resolution, defining 
the Congress demand 

13th^ Sis Excellency the Viceroy opened the session of the Chaaftcr of Princes at 
New Delhi Over 50 Euhng Princes and Chiefs were present 
In the Central Assemblv, Sir Ziauddin Ahmed moved the first of the Moslem 
^ague Party’s cut motions, m oidei to discuss the inadequate representation of 
Moslems in the Central senices, othei than the Eailways 

14th S] Subhas Chandra Bose on his way back to Calcutta from Tripuri vras 
detained at Dhanbad owing to his ill-healUi. 
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19 

18th In the Bengal Assembly, m leply to a question by Mr Manu Subedar Sir 
Reginald Maxwell, Home Membei, stated that the Government were alive to the 
H subveisive propaganda in this countiy financed fiom abioad but re'octtcd 
thas they weie unable to divulge publicly the infoimation in their possession 

m\he control piominentlj 

Ml Pattom A T Pillai, Piesident Travaneoie State ConercoS and Mr G 
of the State Congiess Woilnng Committee and mcmlier 

As^sembly passed the demand foi giants nndci the head “General 
Administiation ^^but lefused the Budget piovision of Rs 4i, 2J9 under the head 

fGoRmfav‘®”Ttfp rT ^ motion moved by Maulavi Muhammed Amjad Ah 
(Loalpaia) The Goveinmeiit agiced with this motion ‘ 


^ prolonged talk with a number of former members 
^"Siess at New Delhi Those pK^-ent were 
Panf Vallabhbhai Patel, Pandit Gov ind Billabh 

Bhulabhai Dcsai A telegiam was iccencd fiom Rj harat 
Ghandia Bose, cancelling his pioposed visit The absence of cnicrccnev 
provisions in the Congiess constitution to deal with an intciiiiginim dunng 
which no V Diking Committee was in existense. foimed the subject of comment 
Md theie was a haidming of the oppinioa which was etpiesseJ In some at 
^ipun towaids the close of the Congress session that the All India Con- ie«s 
Committee should be summoued eaily to deal with the situation 
Cu the advise of j\Ialiatma Gandhi the Jaipui Satjagiaha was suspended 
beventeen persons w eie injured as the lesult of a communal clash air Dacca 

•Bmai Assembly, speaking on the Budget motion foi the intiodiution 
of Khadi Dnifoims foi toe police, Mi Kiishna Billabh babav, Pailinmcntan 
Secictaiy, declared that Government weie piepared to puuhasc as much Khadi 
as could be supplied by the All-India bpinners’ Association foi police uniforms 

20tli In the Bengal Legislativ’e Assembly, Khwaja bii Nazimuddin, Home Minister 
in moving foi a giant of Es Rs 2,14,55,CL0 toi tlie Police Depaitincnt gave v 
warning that there was a class of people in Bengal who weie out to biing^bout 
revolution in the piovince and to upset the existing oidci of socictj 

I'^Sislative AseemPly passed thd demands foi giants under the 
heads Land Revenue’, Adminntiation of Justice” and “Piovincial Evcice” 
foi sums not exceeding Rs 27,97,600 , Rs 6.96,400 and Rs 3,'.] btD 
But the piovisiou m the Budget for the aptiointmeut of an Advocate General 
foi Assam vv as subject to stiong criticism in the Assembly The Govei-nmciit 
however, defeated the Opposition c^'u'cuuuciu, 

In B^ihai Assembly, discussion on two cut motions against the demand in 
respect of Geneial Administiation’ occupied the entnc dav’s sittiiu'' 

'Lhe Madias Legislative Assembly voted the giant foi Jlinisters and General 
Administiation The Budget giants for Distnct Administiation, Jails, 
Adniinistiation of Justice ind Police Yieie ^oted * 


22nd In Central Assembly, the mgency of a Hindu Moslem understanebnf 
was emphasized by the leadeis of both the Moslem League and Coii'TCss 
Party Mr M A Jinnah declared that leal victoi-y would not com d to flic 
Confess until ttey had lemovcd the banieis between the two peojile, while 
Mr Bhulabhai Desai believed that the diffciences were more psvchoIoznM than 
real and confidentty hoped that they would march togcthci “to tint liberty which 
m ouis The Moslem League paity remained neutral on the voting m tlio 
Divorce Bill debate ^ 

Govetmnent sustained a defeat m the Central Assembly bj 55 votes to 33 
^vrotoMr Ananthasayapam Ayjangai moved a resolution to reduce a salt dutv 
of Es D4 per maund by foui annas 

In the Bihar Legislative Assembly, Dr feaijid Alalimiid, Minister, rej'lvmg to 
a cut motion, said, “The Government are alive to the seriousness of ruraf in- 
debtedness and aie contemplating relief measuies more impoitant and more far 
reaching thqn a conciliation Bill ” 

In the Punjab Assembly, after a two-days’ Inch debate, (he Houec rejected In 
90 votes to 35, the cut motion of the Confess Pnrtv to censure the general 
policy of the Government m regard to jail admmistition m the Punjab 
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an ex-Mayor of Calcutta, to protest against the Calcutta 5lunicipal Act 
(Amendment) Bill, engaging the attention of the Bengal Legislative ABscmbly 

3rd Sii Mamce Gwyer Chief Justice of India gave his verdict on the Raikot dis- 
pute —Referring to the documents under dispute Sir Maurice Gwyer declared 
that according to them the Thakoie Sahib undeitook to appoint the persons re- 
commended by Sardai Vallabhbhai Patel and that he did not lesene to htm«clf 
‘iny disci etion to reiect those of whom he disapproved The Thakore Sahib, 
the Chief Justice said, was entitled to criticize the recommendations and to urge 
their leconsideration but unless it could be shown that any of the persons were 
neithei seivants nor subjects of the State, Sardar VallabhbliaJ Patel was entitled 
to have the last woid The Chief Justice also rematked, “I am. constraint to 
observe that opinions may be strongly held without being dishonestly ^eld^ond 
I permit myself to hope that the Committee, when constituted, may epter upon 
its difhcult task in an atmosphere free from accusations and reciiminations . 'Ihe 
interests of parties aie of impoitance, but I conceive that of no less importance 
are the inteiests of the general body of the inhabitants of Rajkot ’L . > „ 

The Bihar Assembly passed an official resolution urging the abolition of the 
^eluded areas and bringing them under the regular acfministration'' of the 
Gov emment 

4th Hrs Excellency the Viceroy granted a long interview to Mahatma Gandlii in 
Delhi which lasted IJ hours— the interview was generally regarded as a natural 
sequel to the publication of the Gwyer Award 
The Bengal Legislative Assembly, after a protracted debate, agreed to proceed 
with the consideiation of the Moneylenders Bill, as reported bj the fcclctt 
Committee Incidentally, the Speaker (Khan Bahadur Aziziil Haque)., gave a 
xulmg that the piovincial legislature was quite competent to legislate on'monev- 
lending 

The Satyagiaha campaign m the Mewar State was suspended on the advice 
of Mahatma Gandhi 

In the Assam Legislative Assembly, a motion protesting against the com- 
munique fixing the houis for the stoppage of mnsic before mosques was defeated 
by 54 votes to 42 

The death oocuried of His Highness Maharaja Sii Aditya Narayan Singh of 
Benaies, at Ramnagar fort, in Benares State 

5th 111 the Sind Assembly, the Select Committee on the Sind Anti Dowry Bill re- 
commended that dowiiGS should be limited to a miximtim Rs 50<J/- 

6th The Cential Assembly passed the Tanff Amendment Bill iclating to broken 
lice, silk, paner, and pulp and magnesium chloride 
Di fe C Law, presiding at the annua] geneial meeting of the Sundeiban 
Landholders’ Association, in Calcutta, made an a])pictiati\c icfeiencc to the 
woik of the Land Revenue Commission, presided over by Sii Francis rioud 
The Assam Assembly earned by 57 votes to 28 the Agiicultuial lutome-lav. Bill 
The Opposition in the Bengal Assembly walked out isajuotest against a certain 
remark made by Mi Mozammal lluq (Coalition Party) dining discussion of the 
Amusement Tax (Amendment) Bill 

Om Mandah The Older undei Sec 144 Ci P C putting a ban on male mem- 
beis enteiing the Om Mandali and Om Nnas institutions, was extended bv a 
fuither penod of 14 days "• 

The Princes of Kathiawar States and their Minisfeis met in a confctefico in 
Jamnagar House, Rajkot, under the presidentship of the Jam l^hib of 
Nawanagar The disuissions centred round the recent pioposals of the'Rc'idcnt 
for the Western India States for a common Police force and a cominon Jligh 
Court for the smaller States 

7th ^S] Subhas Chandra Bose issued a statement to the Press regarding the award 
<-^04 Sir ’’Mduiice Gwyer on the Rajkot affair Uc said "I have just finished 
leading Sii Maiiiice Gvvyei’s Award on the Rajkot afliir The Thakore Sahibs 
leftisal to implement the agieement entered into with Saidar Patel had been a 
lude and painful shock to every body and most of all to Mahatma Gandhi ^ Now 
that the award has fully vindicated the stand taken by Mahatmaji and 
Saidar Vallabhbhai, I hope the Thakoie Sahib will have no hesitation in accep- 
ting the award ui the pioper spnit and that he will take steps to implement it 
without delay I hope further that the Reforms Committee will prepare a charter 
of the people’s lights and that it will be adopted by the State.” 
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At Lucknow, Sis himdied Shias weie airested for publicly reciting 
Those anested included some of the membeis of the old Rojal family 
Di Khan Sahib, the Piemiei, N, W Frontiei Piovmce, in an interr 
eeitam proiisions of the Noith-West Fiontiei Piovmce Agiicultural 1 
Maikets Bill, obseived, “Ihe Congiess has always stood foi the just pro 
of lights of eveiy conimunit>, and I, as an ordinary soldier of the Co 
aimy, must caii'y out the Congiess policy 

8th The Mihaiajidhiraj of Daibhanga, addiessing*' the All-Indif; -Landhc 
Association at Lucknow, declaied tliat in the event of wai, Indian land 
would pkee then entiie lesouices at die disposal of His Majesty the King 
Ml j. IN- R. Mehta, presiding ovei the annual meeting of the Fedeiatiot 
Indiait Chambers of Commeice, in Delhi, uiged separate trade agreements 
several European countries for developing Inclia’s tiade 
9Ir M A Jinnah, piesidmg over a meeting of the Council of the Mosl 
League, at New Delhi, made' a statement that the Moslem League was * 
pledged, to any jiaitieulai scheme of Federation and that a final scheme would 
drawn up by the Working Committee after close examination of the whole questic 
In' his speech as Piesident of the Bengal Provincial Moslem League in Calcutt 
hli A K Fazlul Huq, the Bengal Premier, obseived, “The Congress is at tl 
present moment an organization of political hypocrites ” 

9Ui Mahatma Gandhi issued an article entitled “Have I erred,” which was ir, 
reply to those critics who asserted that his fast m Rajkot to the neglect of Tiipun 
was out of piopoition, that he should not have been “dancing attendance on the 
Viceroy and that his action m accepting the veidrct of the chief justice of the 
Federal Court was at varrance wrth Congress Oppositron to Federatron 
At the meeting of the General Committee of the Bengal Provincial Moslem 
League, in Calcutta, resolutions weie passed uiging the Goveinment not to re- 
cognize the claim of the Indian National Congiess to be a “national” organiza- 
tion , condemning the Italian invasion of Albam, “the only Moslem Kmgdom in 
Europe” and calling upon Moslems to counteract the evil effects of the Commu- 
nist movment in Bengal 

In his piesidential speech at the All-Bengal College and University Teachers’ 
Confeience at Daulatpui, Mi Piamatha Nath Bannerjee, Rincipal of the Univer- 
sity Law College, Calcutta, criticized the Bengal Government’s monetaiy aid to 
Hindu schools and colleges m the province He pomted out that though the 
Government had in the cunent year made considerable provision foi the giant of 
stipends and scholaiships, the giants would be on the basis that 60 p, c would go to 
the Moslem Community, 20 peicent to the scheduled castes and 20 p c to ‘others’ 
—including 65 5 peicent of the Hindu students m the afiiliated institutions 
Achai-ja Naiendia Dev, m his piesidential addiess to the All-India Kisan 
Confeience, at Gaya, declared, “A revolutionaiy change has come over the 
peasants’ way of thinking There rs a new urge for knowledge He has begun 
to crrticrze his surroundings and those whom he had rendered unquestioning 
obedience in the past The old sadness is giving waj to buojancy A new spiiit 
IS abroad rn the villages, and if we make proper use of the new fafouiable 
situation and give a proper direction to peasant activities we can make them an 
inesistible force in the countiy The virtue of discipline has to be brought home 
to them” 

The Slahrajadhiraj Bahadur of Daibhanga, presiding over the All-India 
Landholders’ Conference at Lucknow, appealed to the landholdeis to take note 
of the democratic tendencies in the modern world, re-establish contact with the 
villageis and think m teims of the villageis’ welfaie 
The All-India Landholders’ Conference elected the Maharajadhiraj of Daibhanga- - 
as the President of the Federation and adopted the constitution drafted, by the 
constitution Sub-coramittee under the Maharaja of Mymensingh with the 
recommendation that the amendments which were moved should be referred to a 
sub-committee 

The Committee of the Moslem League, presided over by the Raja of Pirpur 
maintained m its report on the Waroha Scheme of Education that the scheme 
aimed at facilitating the conversion of the youth to the ideal of the Congress 
The All-India Women’s Confeience made an appeal for supporting the pro- 
posed inquiry into the rights of Indian Women, re Mr Jinaraja Hedge’s reso- 
lution in the Central Assembly regarding the appointment of a Committee of 
Inqmry mto the legal rights and disabilities of women m India 
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cause he championed by his piesent Bill 

F Assembly, the Moslem League members walked ont m protest 
against the refusal of the Deputy Speaker, Mrs Anusujabai Kale tn n-no 
piovisional consent to the adjoin nment motion (xe arrest of 115 Moslems of 

His Higlmess the Nawab of Tonk, at his birthday Duibar annnunep3 tlio 
institution of partially elected administrative bodies, both local and central 

12th The Central Assembly passed Mr D M Hedge’s resolution rccomraendinpr 
^POintment of a Committee to examine and repoit on the present position 
the existing laws with special lefeicnce ^to nghts and 
disabilities in regard to ownership and disposal of pioperty nchts of 
guardianship over children , lights to maintenance, rights in respect of 'mint 
family juoperty, nghts of inheiitance and succession and maiital rights 
ine hedoial Coiiit gave a luling on the bunging of cases against public 
seivants m a case aiising out of an appeal —“It will be open to His Exccilcncv 

of the case to give consent to a 

flesh piosecution undei 47i A (of the code) if he should think fit” 

submit to the Tbakorc Sahib the names of 
membeiship of the Eefoims Committee in the light of his 
ni^Otiatmtis with the Moslems and Bhajyats 
Di Pattavi Sitaiamayya, m the course of an mfeniew at Bangalore 
suggested the possibility of a Rojal Commission shortly coming to invesPcate 
the position of vaiious .States m India ° unesngate 

14th The cpnveisations between Mahatma Gandhi and the Moslem deputation nt 
Rajki^ aid not icsult in any definite agreement regarding representation on 
n i, Bhavvat’s deputation waited on the Thakore Sahib 

“ dmsion Su M Zafrullah Khan’s 
xaiiit iJill to leduce the protective duty on sugar from Es 7-1 to E® 6-ia ami 
to continue it imtil 1941 » u u r- anu 
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His Bl-ijesty the King approved the appointment of Sir John Woodhcid K 0 
S I , I C S , as Governoi of Bengal with effect from June 11, m consequence 
of the grant of leave to His E-vcellency Sir Robert RtHTTK C S I , K C I, E , 
Governor of Assam and at present acting Govemoi of Bengal 

In Bengal Legislative Assemblv, exciting scenes were witnessed during i dis- 
cussion regarding the admissibility of an adjournment motion submitted bj Sir 
Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal (Congress) to discuss a speech delnered b^ the Premier, 
Mr A K Fazlul Huq at a recent meeting of the Bengal Proiincnl Moslem 
League in Calcutta 

The Secretai 7 of the Provincial Board for Anglo-Indian and European Educa- 
tion in Bengal at the twenty second meeting of the Boaid jn Calcutta eXjirc=«ed 
the view that schools for Europeans and Anglo Indians in fljc pro\nnce utre 
adapting themselves to the new conditions in a promising mannei 

Sir Henry Gidney, M L A (Central) and president in-ehief of the Anglo 
Indian and Domiciled European Association, speaking at the annual meeiilig of 
the Punjab branch of the Association held in Lahoie, said, "Cultiiate frrctldshij) 
with our Indian brethicn Treat them on an equalitj with yourself Yotf'-haie 
much to leam fiom them and they from you ’ 

21st Mahatma Gandhi received a reply to his letter from Mi G C Gibbon, 
President, Western States Agency, but no solution was reached on the conslitu- 
tion of the Refoims Committee at Rajkot 

Mr M M S Ispahani, Honorary Secietary, Bombay Prcsidencv Jlodem 
League in a statement said that Mahatma Gandhi was tiy ing to back out of a 
definite and unconditional promise which he gave to Moslems of Rajkot to include 
then represen tatues on the Refoims Committee 

Mr H G Dennehy, Chief Secretary to the Government of Assam issued a 
communique on the Digboi labour stnke, which stated, among other things, "the 
Finance Minister has alieady pioceeded to Digboi and will study the whole situa- 
tion on the spot In the belief that the quarrel is susceptible of settlement the 
Government have authoiized him to annoimce their willingness to set up a 
Conciliation Board The Government hope that the paities to the dispute will 
accept this and woik m co operation to make a settlement possible and peaceful 
relationship between the parties will soon be restored” 

There was a clash between Kishans and Zemindars near the village of Ncbra 
m Darbhanga district— a number of Kishans were injured 

22nd Mahatma Gandhi visited Duibai Virawala and bad a prolonged discussion 
with him, on the subject of his reportea offer regarding the appointment of the 
Committee on Rajkot leforms 

In the Punjab Assemblv, the motion of "full confidence” in the Ministrv mo\cd 
by Sheikh Kanmat Ah (Unionist) was adopted by the House The Ojiposition 
stayed away as a piotcst duiing the debate against the Speaker’s ruling which 
ga\e priority to the full confidence motion in preference to the no-confidcricc 
motion 

23rd The talks at Rajkot between Blahatma Gandhi and Darbar Virawala in con- 
nexion with the personnel of the Rajkot Reforms Committee broke down Jlr 
Mahadev Desai, the Mahatma’s Secietary jmt forward a strong plea for inter- 
vention by the Crown Represen tatice in the Rajkot dispute. 

S] Subhas Chandia Bose was ic elected Piesident of the Bengal Provincial 
Congress Committee at a meeting of that body in Calcutta 

24tli Mahatma Gandhi in a letter to Durbai Virawala declined to have the Rajkot 
Reforms Committee apjiointed on basis suggested by Mr Virawala Jlahatma 
Gandhi pointed out that if four out of the seven scats were reserved for certain 
communities and interests tlien the vast majority would be converted into a 
majority In a wwtten statement to the news agentj, Jlolntma OandJii said 
“Rajkot to me has been a priceless laboratory My patience has been sorclv tried 
by the toituous politics of Kathiawar I have told Mr Virawala, 'I am defeated, 
may you wm’ ” 

A resolution condemning the Calcutta Municipal Bill and suggesting steps to 
cbmbat ft, was passed at the meeting of the Bengal Provincial Congress Com- 
mittee, held in Calcutta 

A resolution reitciating the Congress policy of non-participation in an “Im- 
perialist Wai” was passed at a meeting held in connexion with tho cbsenancc 
of an “anti-war day” in Calcutta — Sj Subhas Chandra Bose presided. 
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23th Mahatma Gandhi issued a statement on the situation m Eajkot— ‘‘Kaikot 
seems to have robbed of my youth I never knew that I was old Kow I 
am weighed down by the knowledge of decrepitude I never knew what it was 
to lose hope. But it seems to have been cremated m Ka]kot My ahtmsa has 
been put to a test as it has never been subjected to before ’ 


2bth Mr Isishit Chandra Sen and Pnnce Yusuf Mirza, Congiess nominees were 
unanimously elected Mavor and Deputy Mayor, lespectively of Calcutta The 
election was, held m the Calcutta Corpoiation building 

Mr^K F Nariman, presiding at the South Calcutta Political Conference, 
made ■vehemeiit condemnation of Fascist methods and ‘‘group power’’ politics in 
the Congress The speaker appealed for unity among Congiessmen . 

The executive committee of the All-India Congress Socialist Paity, which met 
a£ Patna, devoted most of its time in discussing the attitude of the countiy m 
th# event of detenorafion of the international situation and adopited tiyo resolu- 
tions m that connexion 

The Tnimnal appointed by the Smd Government to inquire into the Om 
ifandalt affairs, unanimously came to the conclusion that the Om Mandali was 
an unhealthy institution, whose doctrmes were not conclusive to sound moial 
life among rta young mmates 

27th Mahatma Gandhi had a long- discussion with the Congress President, S] 
Subhas Bose at Sodepur Ashram, near Calcutta, regaiding the personnel of the 
Congress "Working Committee and various other matters connected with the 
futee programme of the Congress Pandit Nehru was also present and took 
pait in the discussion , , , ^ t j j 

In the course of an interview Gaudhiji stated that his messsage to India awd 
the world was M am fighting for peace. I shall die for peace peace m me 
Congress, peace m the States, peace on earth and good-will amongst men lo 
set the seal upon that— if I feel the power— I am quite capable of fastmg unto 
death to prevent western humanity, which is getting ready to emh^k upon sm- 
cide on a scale hitherto unknown to the history of this world When he was 
asked if he had come to Calcutta on a peace mission seemg that he had advised. 
Sardar Patel not to come to Calcutta, Mahatma Gandhi replied that the reason 
for Sardar Patel’s not coming was that it was in the best interests of the country 
to absent himself from Calcutta 

Tlie twentv-fiist geuei'il session of tlie Ass'll!! Students Conference W'ls nelcl 
at Jorhat-Prof Humayun Kabir, M t c (Bengal) presided 
28th The talks in Calcutta between Mahatmaji Mr Subhas ChancEa Bose and 
other Congress leaders weie adjourned, no definite result having been reached 
Seven membeis of the All-India Committee joined m the discussions at one time 
or other They were Dr Rajendra Prasad, Acharya Knpalani, Pandit Jawahar- 
lal Nehra, Mr BWabhai Desai, Dr Pattavi Sitaramyya, Mrs Sarojim Naidu and 


Mr Sanker Deo ,,,,,, , - , , n i j 

It was reported from Cuttack that a large number of people were killed and 
injur^ when police and troops opened fire on a mob m Gangpur State, Onssa 
Swami Shahajananha Saraswati, the Kisan leader of Bihar presided over a 
meetmg in Calcutta, to urge the release of political prisoners Among other 
speakers were Mr Jayprakash Naram and Prof N G Eanga 
29th Sj Subhas Chandra Bose, the Congress President, tendered his resigna- 
tion when the All India Congress Committee met at Wellington Square, Calcutta, 
ior tlie first tune since Tnpiin Mafintma G'lndbi Tias not present at tne meet- 
ing Si Bose reported Ins fiulure to form a TTorking Committee^ read out a 
letter wbich he had received from Mahatma Gandhi and made a “statement 
givino- reasons for his decision —The development, which caused a sensation, was 
a cequel to the differences between the Congress President and other members 
of the old Working Committee on matters of principle and programme and also 
to the Tripun resolution which directed that the Working t^nm^ittee would he 
formed lu accordance with Mahatma Gandhi’s wishes —Mahatma Gantos 
. letter said ‘‘knowing your own news and knowing how you and most of the 
members (of the old Working Committee) differ in fundamentals, it seems to 
me that if I gave you names it would be an imposition on you Such hemg the 
case vou are free to chose your own Committee” . , 

B] Bose 111 his statement referred to the Tnpun mandate and feaid if, as sug- 
gested by Gandhiji, he Tvere to form a ivorking committee of his own choice, he 
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■would not be able to report to tbe A I 0 C that such a Comraittcc command- 
ed the implicit confidence of Gandhiji S] Bose felt that his presence ns Presi- 
dent at this juncture might possibly be a sort of an- obstacle or handicap to the 
A I C C — “for instance the A I C C may fed inclined to appoint a ^^ork- 
ing Committee m iihich I shall be a misfit” 

Pandit Nehru made moving appeal to Sj Bose to withdraw his resignation, — 
he suggested that the old Woiking Committee should be reappointed en bloc but 
that new blood might be infused by the inclusion of two members in place of 
Mr Jamnalal Bajaj (m prison) and Mr Jairamdas Daulatram (who- had Bcca ill) 
avho were not in a position to dischaige thii duties as members of Hie Work- 
ing Committee During the debate Mr Jai Prokash Naiain, (jencjal Sccretar'v of 
the Congress Socialist Party, lefeiTed to a suggestion that Pandit NeMii fliould 
be appointed General Secietary of the Congress and expiessed the hope that the 
Pandit would accept the office 

Some Socialist leaders met S] Sublias Bose after the A I C C meclidg and 
discussed Tvith him Pandit Nehru’s resolution 
The Thakoie Sahib of Eajkot sent a telegram to Mahatma Gaotihr -thanl ing 
the latter for his advice to the leaders of the agitation to approach the Eultr to 
settle their difierences 

30th Dr Eajendra Prasad was elected President of (he Indian National Congrc=s 
in the vacancy caused by the lesignation of Sj Subhas Chandia Bose at the 
resumed meeting of the All-Tndia (jongress Committee 
Pandit Nehru sought permission of Mrs Naidii (who was in the chair) to 
make a statement He said that the foimula he had suggested piciiouslj in the 
form of a resolution depended on the fact vihether Sj Bose was willing to uitli- 
drau his resignation It was not meant for debate and he would, therefore, 
like to have bj Bose’s views on the subject If the resolution woultl 
not meet with the approial of Sj Bose ho would withdraw it 

Pandit Nehru also said that his resolution did not mean imposing a Woiking 
Committee on the Piesident, but that in the new Committee theic would be room 
for more than two members 

Sj Bose emjihasized the necessity of forming a homogeneous Working Com- 
mittee, and said that he had hoped that some consideration would be shown 
to his view-point If the House felt otherwise, then the House would rclicic 
him of the responsibilities of the office He -would willingly continue to sene 
the Congress as a lojal worker 

Mis Naidu appealed to the Piesident to reconsider his decision in the light 
of assiuances contained in Pandit Nchiai’s statement, and her own speech was 
an appeal for unity She muted Sj Bose to gi\e his final icph Sj Bo'c 
said he had nothing to add to his piciious statement and that his rcplj could 
only be given aftci he had known the decision of the House 
At Baroda impiessne scenes of gicat magnificence marked the accession to 
the gadi of His Highness Mahaiaja Pratap Singh Gaekwar 


May 1939 

Chief Events — Formation of a new bloc within the Congress called 
tbe “Forward Bloc’’ announced by S] Subbas Bose — Shia-Sunni tension 
continued Disturbances at several prlaces — Moslem League Conferences 
held m different parts of the country criticised Congress and Federation — 
Peaceful end of the Eajkot dispute. 

1st The Atl-India Congress Committee concluded its thrcc-dav session The names 
of the members of the new Working Committee were announced bv Dr Eajendra 
Prasad, the Congress President They were Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, SIr« 
Sarojini Naidii, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Seth Jamnalal Baiaj, Sir Jairamdas 
Daulatiam, Khan Abdul Ghaffir Khan, Jlr J B Knpalani, Dr Pattabhi 
bitaiamayya, Mr Bhulabhai Desai, Mr Sliankarrao Deo, Mr HarckTishna 
Mahatab, Dr Bidhan Chandra Eoy and Dr Prafulla Chandra Gho=e bj - 
Subhas Bose and Pandit Nehru declined to sene but offered to gne their co- 
operation in every way Dr Eajendra Prasad informed the hou=o that the 
personnel of the new Working Committee had the approial of Gandhiji 
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did not particip‘\te m the voting Sj Sarat Chandra Bose described the Bill as 
“pernicious and inuiuitoas” and attacked the provisions relating to separate elec- 
torates for Moslems, allocatioi of seats and nomination 

The Primary and Secondary Education Re-organization Committee presided 
over by Acharya Narendra Dev, which was appointed by the U P GoYCTnment, 
recommended thorough overhaul of the present day system of primary and 
secondary education to suit the changed needs of the country, by co-ordmatmg 
+he hand, the eye and the brain of youthful aspirants 

12th The Government of Bihar issued a Piess communique, esplaming the 
Goveinineut’s difficulty in arriving at a suitable definition of political piisoners 
which foimed the ground for the recent hunger-stiibe by Rahul Sanbirtayya- 
yana, a Buddhist monk, who had been convicted, but now released, in connexion 
with the Amwai agrarian agitation 

Mahatma Gandhi, after his anival at Rajkot, discussed with the local Parishad 
workeis the future line of action Darhar Virawala paid a visit to Mahatma 
Gandhi 

13th The correspondence that passed between Mahatma Gandhi and Sj Siibhas 
"Chandra Bose was released for publication , the letters described how the Congress 
was divided ou fundamental issues of pohcy and how personalities widened 
the gulf between the Gandhian Group and the “Forward Bloc” under the 
leadeiship of Sj Subhas Chanda Bose 

S] Bose wanted a reveisal of the policy of the Congress under Gandhiji’s 
leadership, he wanted to force the issue in the form of an “ultimatum” to the 
Biitish Goveiument Mahatma disagieed and wiote back “I have the film 
belief that the Cougiess as it is today cannot ‘delivei the goods’, cannot ofier 
civil disobedience, woith the name. I smell violence m the an I breathe” 
S] Bose dissented “Speaking for Bengal”, he said, “I can say with full 
authoiity that the Province was nevei more non-violent during the last 30 
years than todaj,” 

Duibar Viiawala met Slahatma Gandhi at Rajkot regarding Rajkot reforms 
Mr Kalidas Paiekli, lepiesentmg the moderate gioup, had also a prolonged 
mterview with Mahatma Gandhi 

14th Mr A K Fazlul Huq, the Premier of Bengal, circulated a note on the 
question of fixing percentages for the diffeient communities in the public 
services of the province, in which he leplied to agruments advanced by ili 
Nalini Eanjan Saikei in an earlier note already published in the Press Mr 
Huq in his note, attempted to make out a case foi an all round reservation of 
55 p c for iluslims and 15 p c for the scheduled castes 

An informal conference of Hindu leadeis discussed the question of fismg a 
quota of communal peicentages in public sei vices m Bengal, at the residence 
of Dr Shyama Piosad Mukherjee in Calcutta The Confeience strongly felt 
the necessity of making a lepiesentation or leading a deputation to His 
Escellencv the Governor at Darjeeling for lequesting him not to give his assent 
to the Jlinisti-v’a pioposal foi fixmg the communal latio disregaidinT the 
opinion of the Hindu leaders " 

Saidai Patel in his presidential address to the fifth session of the Bhavnagar 
Piaja Paiishad said, “Ihe Pnuces should become the real piotectoi of the peopTe , 
thev should follow in the footsteps of the King Empeior and dense means to 
aieit foievei a clash between the Rulei and the ruled, which avas inevitable if 
enh steps uere not taken ” 

loth 5Ir H G Dennehv, Chief Secietary to the Government of Assam issued 
a communique on Digboi, stating that a deadlock had reached in the Aispute 
theie and announce that the Government would mamtain an attitude of 
neutrality 

In the Bihar Council, the not situation at Gaya was the subject of au 
adiouinment motiou notice Dr Eajendra Piasad addiessmg a public meeting 
at Gava appealed for communal haimony , he was followed by Mr Sav ed Abdul 
Aziz, President, Bihar Moslem League 

Ihe time of one iveek allowm by the Smd Government to the authoiities 
of the Om Mandali to show cause why their institution should not be banned, 
expired without any reply having been received 

Gandhiji had a long discussion with the group of Moderates at Rajkot 
Mahatmaji asked them to obtam fiom Mr Yirawala a draft of the scheme of 
reforms which the State was prepared to concede 
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cause, md added that if the people took 
hitherto, they would atttm freedom in a 


best weapon for fighting the country’s 
up this method on a wider scale than 
very shoit time 

Socialist, was arrested in Bombay on a warrant 
issued by the Chief Presidency Magistiate, Calcutta, on a chaige of sedition 

23ra Mahatina Gandti, addressing a public meeting at Eaikot, said, “I believe I 
have opened a new page in the history of Rajkot by my repentance and by the 
flank adinission of my failure In this I reqiuie your help I cannot go on single 
handed If the Ruler and ruled both join hands and do their duty, this apparent 
failure womd turn into a iictoiy This necessitates unity among the people” 

Mr S Satyamuithi, deputy leader of the Congress Paity m the Central 
Assembly, addi^ing a public meeting in Madras, strongly deprecated the for- 
mation of the ‘•Forward Bloc” within the Congiess bv Sj Subhas Bose He 
appealed to Congiessmen not to support the ‘‘Bloe” He also said that he 
wo lid never accept the Federation, and would play his part in lesisting it He 
^ strongly adv^ated that the Congiess should endeavour to captuie all elected 
seats in the Federal legislature by preventing anv Fedeial ministry fiom func- 
tioning and bv refusing to accept ofiSce This fight would, of course, be strength- 
ened bv the fight outside” 

24tli A Piess Note issued'by the District Jlagistrate of Sholapur on the communal 
not in the city on the 2lst gave the casualties at two persons killed and 26 
injuied. The disturbances lasted for about half an hour the situation was 
under contiol 

Lohia, formerly Secretary of the Foreign Department of 
T « Cbngress Committee was anested in Calcutta, under Sec 124-A 

i P O (CCCutltlOD) 

26th In tte Bengal Legislative ^semWv, on the motion of the Finance Minister, 
Ml A R Saiker, the Finance Bdl 1939, as amend^ by the Legislative Council, 
waa passed ° ’ 

27th The Hindu leaders’ deputation from Calcutta waited on His Excellency the 
Goveinoi of Bengal at the Government House, Darjeeling, to lepresent the Hindu 
aiewiiomt on the question of a revision of the communal ratio in the Public 
Semces The deputation was led by the Mahaiajadhiraja Bahadur of Buidwan 
Other members of the deputation were Dr Sjama Prasad Mookhenee, Mr N 

Sid JH’N'c cLtte?yT''^''’^ ® Mjmensingh 

Presiding over the Provincial KhUafat Conference in'' Bombay, Begum 

Mo^mmed Ah made a fervent appeal to Moslems to sink their differ encerand 
work umtedly to piotect their lights duu 

28th An appeal to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal to protect the nghts of 
Hindus, who were a nun on ty community in the province, was contamed in the 
memorandum submiUed by the deputation of Hindu leaders, which wai^ oL ^s 
Excellenca at Daijeehng to lepiesent the communitj’s view point on the questmn 
of fixing a communal ratio in the Public Seivices Ihe deputation conteJded 
that It was a fit cause for involving the special responsibility of the Governor 
under the Cmyemment of India Act and the Instrument of Instructions Hindus, 
the memorandum stat^, asked for no special privileges, “but demanded fan and 
^uitable tiaatment They that no arbitrai-y restrictions should be imposed 

on them and the field ^ould be Mt open to fiee and fair competition ’ 

Bleanuhile, Mr A K Fazlul Huq, the Bengal Piemier, replied to the letter 
of I j k-arat Chaudia Bose, ^adei of the Congress Party in the Assembly 
refutmg several charges uhich he chaiactenzed as unfounded, against hmsdf 
the Bengal Government and the Coalition Party and sought Bose’s co-opefa- 
tion m solving the problem of fixing a communal ratio for the services ^ 
Pandit Javvaharlal Aebrn, wiiting m the Nattonal Herald on. the ‘'Al-India 
Congress Committee and After’, stated. “The High Command, as it is callS 
mav have eired often enough and it h^ certainly acted in an anthoritaiian wS’ 
blit to suggest that it tends towards Fascist methods is to exhibit ignorawl^’’ 

?t4'"‘kTvSif formation 

3H Obeidullah Smitti, spea^g at the Agra Provincial Jamait-Ul -Ulema 
inference at Moradabad sti^sed the need for Hindu Muslim umty to Sn 
India’s freedom He advised Muslims to jom the Congiess ^ 
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NOTES INDIAN HISTORY <5', 

We are still m the dnEldaiid oRpjobabihties or wn Icfs^han piobnbilitics ns to 
the dates, ongins, eaily habitats and etiiliei fornts ifot ‘only of^the Indus Vdki but 
also of the Diavidnns and Indo-Aiyan people. We dQMt' kiflju for ccrtorata , uhcii 
and from Indo-Arjnns xtame into Tndi^, Theiact of Aryan iinmiLratioii 

into India Itself, though gen ei ally accepted, is stjH disputed^ And if ihiniieiation be 
admitted, rve have, piobably, to admit not one ^biit svfial sucCc'Jsnc streams of 
immigiation Such them y, appaiently called foi to pccoiinifo? soiue 'of the enticnl 
turnings and “sudden mutations” irj our ancient historical ^jiolution mil lead to main 
unexplored avenues of enquiiy as to ages jind dates, ^iigyis.and characteristics 


"'a The Rigveda 

The Rigveda— the eailiest and the most infoiming and-^ instruetiie “dociimcntara ’ 
evidence that we possess -appeals to set the sto^c amidst scenes nliich show t!ic 
Aboiipnal, Diavidian andlndo-Aiyan factors fighting foi supiemact filst in llie hud of 
“Five Rneis” and m the Ganges Vallea, and then graduallv, bc\ond the Vnidln i 
Range which with Its impenetiable foiest mantle, stood as a b iracr between Noubcni 
India (Ai7ja\atta) and Deccan Giaduallj we find the nbougines coinercd mid 
dinen to the hills and foiest wheie then descendants, moic or lc«s Amniscd, spil 
continue to 111 e In consideiable paits they weic also absoibcd info the fold of Ariaii 
society and cultuie And in being absorbed thej did not fail to impait bomc little 
part of then own chaiao ter of the Arjan complex Thei owns not so mudi of lanil 
or even linguistic fusion as of cultuial assimilation Ihe process of Arannisation in 
language, cultuie etc has been a piocess admitting, natiirallj, of ditlcrent slndcs and 
degiees, leaving at the one end abongina) races that ha\c almost kept aloof from 
Aiyan influence and haring at the other otbeis that have become part and pircd of 
the Aryan system The Aiyamsation of the Diavidian peoples, especialh in religion, 
culture and ciMlisation, has been a much more perfected pioce'=s But on the other 
hand, the Diavidian impiess on the Aiyan system is also in many ])laccs dec)> and 
unmistakable Tlie Diavidian is co-ordinated oi even subordinated to tlio \r\aii but 
not lost in the latter Thispoweiof assimilation of alien laces and cultures without 
losing the mduiduahty of Its own essential Type 01 Pattein and without at the =imc 
time making the diveise elements assimilated lose whatcvci is essential in them— 
has been a special chaiactenstic of the Indo-Aryan lace and ciilturc-comiilcx Tins Ins 
meant organic unity 01 unity in diversity of a more fundament il and abiding natuic 
than can, peihaps, be claimed foi the political oi nation'M uintj with whidi histones 
aie commonly familiar Histoinns, accoidingh, commonh miss the units which lies 
deep and sees only the diversity which lies on the surface India to tlicm is thus 
a ventable chaos of jainng elements of laces, languages, religions, castes «« ts and 
cultme which have net er known unity befoie the class of the unitarx politic il rule 
oftheBiitish Of couise, the mtioduetion, m later times, of the f'cniitic icligions— 
Muhammedanism and Chiistianitj — distmbed to some extent the agcs-long units and 
balance of the Aiyo-Diasichan cultuie and social system in India But even thc'c 
elements sseiein the piocess of being slosvly di awn into the sphere of influence of 
ss hat we may call the genius of India In other words, aslosv but sure procc-sof 
cultural assimilation esen of this “militant” factois svs going apace Buddhisiu 
svhioh had risen as a “les olt” against orthodox Hinduism— but yet as a rcsolt fiom 
within— and ssbich dominated the situation in India for sesenl centuries, endeil m 
the land of Its biith by being eventually nbsoi bed and assimilated into the parent 
leligion Jainism and many otbei old or latter "lesolts” base thus sciinrcd tlicir 
accounts” ssith the same parent leligion, and base been for many centuries In mg 
peaceably side by side w ith one another and with the lattei 

This powei of assimilation and co oidinntion in whicinll the comixmcnts male 
then own contiibutions and are peimitted to Ine side by side as members of a 
commonwealth of cultuies, has been the seeiet of the wonderful resisting and staxing 
, powei of the Indian cul tin e-complex against such disintegrating forces as liaie smaslicd 
up many an ,old and gloiious civilisation of the world And it can be ei=ih 
shown fiom facts that this staying power has been in evidence not onlv in the rc-alni 
of cuRural contacts and impacts but also in that of social and j olitical one? T 1 ere 
have been many raids into India and iniasions befoie and after Christ, but it is a 
tia\esty of facts to imagine that Indian icsistancc has alwsxs been weak and =bort- 
Ined and that such inxasions arc tyincally like the raids of lHalimud of Garni 
which e\ei swept awny^ Indian armies and Kingdoms like cobweb or a hoirtc of 
gaids Befoie her final subjugation bx the Mohammadan Power— and Ihe final fubju- 
oation of the whole of India was anything like an accomplisheil fact only fora time 
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DEBVIL OX 1 HE li IILW HEDf -El 


Drr\ii ON niF Kviiw \i Bld' ji 

18th TEBRUARl —The Council of SiitclicW u ^cncnl ilct'it. m iii K ul 
Biidpct to cl n Mr Ho'fsa n Imam opciii if, tlic ili= ti'-'-'oii liii i' f i> <il 

■» ij Dcpntnient sho.ild make ull efforts to in rcn‘-e Rcccnnc'' imi ii hue i \) < i i' 
tuie Tint thc\ did not do uo wis c.idcnt from jn'-t liftiirc- lli liiiim tuni'hinfi 
that onh tho^c rcaomnicud-itions of the \VciIj:woi 1 Corami'ic \ hi h ni '>! I 
ndditional cj-pcidituic h id been rcidiK sdojitcd h\ the H-ilc os 

Pondit H N KnnzTu felt tint there n is i fncitcr nttd to In'p toti^ ii 
contiol o\ei cvjienditntc oi the llnihvsM-, os the jio-'ition w is n > sn h i-ioi nh'i 
them to look upon them iiith crimnimit\ The Pin hi jniiunlirlv r< f'o I lO lU 

Bengil X igmir, the 1 ostern Benttil nid the M idi is ond rii Mi-niiii u! 

MUH, ill of ninth hod been shoning defitits for i niimb''i ot \i ir tin i. i ii 
foi these deficits ms the costK st-indiid m idminis'ritio i itid li lUi 1 I’l 
fTOicrnmcnt to insist on these i-nlmj iclmtnistritions tiiiiii^ dun tip i' 

tiiic to rc.ison iblc limits 

Sit Ihonins Stewart, ofter tlniiking those uho in<l loiun iln 1 li.ni t. in i 
to the ditluidtj of ndcqiintclj Minding up a d'hii'' s u h is tin on I'lU hi! 

been hckltoclij It ci is not fiossiblc for him to lo i h on dl ihi i t,' ' < 1 1 ' h I 

been mentioned cluiiiig tin deliitc 11c ijiud'd ti lomhisim an 1'“'’ f- > n 
ciiticb ffhe 1 nhi Uo nerc doing then hist oiid tint hc'i « is ]>ti •% _ nlh In 
lloiise then nd]oiiuic I till the dUih 

E\cit,»rn \ni \s IN ro N'oi M \i \i i i- 

20th rCBRUAR\ — Xoiio.luiil Bills md usiliitions li.iiti 1 ni the ord' . pi > - 
of the House iilien il met this moriiin. Mi Ham lii\ I’an'nlii in i cl tin tie 
lesoliifion 1 C ommcnding to ‘the (toiciiio" Ikiic il in tonu I ni m nn '' ' ' s 
M'i 30 St%’H (tovcniincnt the nish of tins Ho is_ tint ill tin pninlh <v htu t n li . 
unci exeludod 'iiess within the bonndnucs or stljoinnig the honidirus a in (co sr,^ 
ccb in Incln be coincitcd into nonml nre,is <ro\cined hi t'u noimil nl mm ri^'o 
m'lehmci) of the icspc ti\c pronnec^ md do hred os puis of thi p-niii i 'Ou e- i 

cd os soon os iiossihlo’ , , . 

SirJandtsh Prasad, on hcholf of flic (.oicrnmcnt oppo cd tnc rc A n oi oi 
the gioiind tint the Biitish Pirhimcnt hid not hid suihncin csi < ru m < of i - 
MOikinf, of the new odminislrotiic mvhincn crcotcsl for the i c n nn n 
Goicinmcnt of Indn Act He refuted the illc-otioii t hit thirc i\ s un nm i n 
design in ercotnig those oic.is ond c\)ilnncil lint the tonsiinmoi pro dsi ,ii 
nciinct poitidli cseludcd oicns could be couicitcd into Mlioln is inuin a <' i 
thou oica he cnl iiged Hie ie=olntion « 's icjccti I Mitlun’t duismn 

PnriCiVMi Retriim Bm 

Kumar Sustl Kumar Pay Cltaivdhuru iii moun,, the sole i eomni'Mi 

foi Ins lull to icstroin pohgonn tn British 7 n tin n! it 

lull would come fiom Alusimis most JIc ossnred llic h , 

of the Council odopting his motion he would mo\e for the cm In nn ol in i n 
fiom the opcrotiou of the hill in select cominittee , , ^ 

of the Goiernment wos tint the hills wlmh went to , , r 

ond religious beliefs should not be supiiorlcd unless ux ^ , 

the imjontx commnnitx which w n likch to he afliXitHl t ..prehet ihetioe-n- 
not {iiltilleci in the cise of the hill now hcfoic the Housi ‘ ,1 , 

ment could not sniipoit it He swl tint the , nr. T ^ Of 

moic rcprcsentatuc of the people of Indn thin the ^ ^,,1 , 

nions on the bill showecl tint a iinjontv opposed it The mii j 

Council then idjoiiincd till FebiiniA 25 

Go\t Pcrrntci ot «w inr'iit Goons , ,,aio d 

28ril FEBRUARA -The Council aBo met tins nio-nn^ to h- ; 

hills and icsolutions Mr V Pa, idns Pautulu ^d a rc-ilnt o i^_^n 01 
to the Goicrnor-Genci d-in-Conncil (1) to in ckc n 1- , 

ofliccs connected with the Central Goeernment , p ,i„ „ „< t 

available 111 India for otlne equipment , and “ r ni 1 1 1 a ! 

articles in these ofliccs iinlcss thev arc stub t,' no^^^ ^ _ 

^^c nbsolutch necc "'irv ^Ir ^ \ howimhX^c f M( I ' 

to t^\o conditions bcinjr imon^ntcd in ‘ ‘ . t u ^ 

the Goicrnment 9 he=c loiulitioin were tliat «w id-tu y , u nn t), 
qimlitv and price Tlic rCboUition as amended was ndop c<i 

12 


: held t’n 
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^2 - THE COHXCIL OF STATE [ delhi- 

, , PBOBiBraox rs EEFFI3HME>*T Eooms 

' i^rti maeGH ^Tiie ■Cduncil met todav to coBsider tLe non-offieid resolu- 

consume* or possess to personal consumption 
m A J Ba, smart, 

that the state of alfius P^uailm m the la^hr perfectly 

aieas in irhich they *Go%ernmen^ to deal with lefrehment 

within the ]umdiction of &ev deilt nnth other liquor shops 

looms sellmg liquois in ^ refilled to be dinwn into argument 

outside the station aiea Mr finance^ of the various Governments 

garding the effect of prohibition on the mai n 

concerned Prohibition was stdl ^ a , Even if thev subsequently decid- 

them would be to and see w^t hap^^^^ not certainh make .a <;tirt with 

?2f,Sta”i. r„;SsTrSU®!-S>r The "4oW.o« wtlout <bv,s.o„ 

Wage Statistics 

Ur P N Sapn moreA a r^^^n 

IlmlS i«t tW fte object of to ■^«'^S^”,S™.rreSpiotec. He tousb. 

• ro2«&s tf%oy labouttopute n.ose 

, StoedW P-oS'S'mAmiTMe toJ^en^^^^^ 

fL^FSore? AcTooT^p, »P» » -jits oSkeflo”S^^ SSt to..« 

.. Btobo. B.0 

yir Zfohamed Yakub pa^Sh^^bm^'^Mobamed’ said Aat 

bv tbe Assemblv, be takra foi con ipra the administration ot tlie provisions 

It would hive b^u an Aj„«hTn oim^js He made it clear that thia 

of the Bill could be '^«^‘i®t«l to 3 ^ re<r?nhnc the integiitv of non-Mushm 

Oiinion nas not based relating to mintal anaiis could 

judges, but on the groimd that cert^ tu He,honerer, could not 

?Sle rf°to pSetfeo! Weutoes m gteng eflect ,0 toe ,»nc.,.le to tchlcb 

LteUme etoched n 82“* *°’ ° “ri'STbT to AeecmbK ntter rejecting tbree 
Tdie House passed the Bill s ja^^ea n , •gcckin*' addition of a 

amendments moved by laidef this Akt^houhi be hansferi^ 

trtS'"'coiret oVa'^MusUm ofhcci Sn available or otbeiwise the distnc 

pKlge shObdd try them 2 sOE-oeei«ae Biees 

for tfrXuSatmirM flLW^sf-d 

Musjid and the the Bill amen^g the Parsi Manaage 

Divorce Ac? of^l936 foi the ft f “submission of certmn state- 

yir G eS ^“hlaZmoiedabiBtoproviae^y^ business m India to be circu- 

S ground that it was uimeces- 

Slr Doll opposed the ^the ^ since^the introduction of the bill 

SeMltohirfhe3^hon ‘of thS kind of information desired could not he 
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a p-irticuhr communitj to cnpj a position of inonoi>oU in onN 
Russell Chief CommiSbionoi for Knh\ in'" quo'cl < 


«-< l\ J< ( ^ 

quo'cl the (lOLrnm'iit Ki ihiievi 
to bhoiv that in the matter of ImiuniMtion VnJo Iniluiis mc'c to in ‘ ''I 
nslndniib He also quotedh^mes to show thu thuc hi<l hi n no 
m the matter of emploi meat and amenities a.itnsl Indnn cm > 1 ov. e- "f/ ''v >\ 
Pioc^r" lie - ‘It IS true th It in cert cm catc„ories of a e \n Jo 1 mh ms 
wcie m a piepondeiancc, but it w is sokh due to inw it\ of sin ihk Iinh ms krih. .mm 
fni tlif* nostB 1 houcvci absuic the Council ihittiinc'^ hive t h inul ) 
bguics ’of Lplojn^cnt Twenti-lne ^eirs ago when I out 1 - I',,/’';, 

haifllv 'inv Incinn ocdip^iiiK 'I pHce of icBponsilnht\ on It nlw it will m lunitt 

Rnf lasLl BO 0 wercdoin„ thur Ik t to itnprm. 

latgci nurabcifa to fill up plaecb ’ Ibc lesolution was ujected he J. loa i- 
ProiECTiON 01 Isn MiietMiii hi mini 

dlSS” aBcoXJdiimo Jl n oll^ 

;”'s < j 

is; -ssrir ffS " 

toe 6 rKv°«An«i“.;t 

Ml H Dow, Commerce fccaclan who siiokc on >e ^ u-olmion He 
stnitcd by announcing tint he w is not '-"I”.' . ^ ,1, n in huto ih. 

houeici/ tcgietted thit the Kf . m.csf of hidim .on.cius md 
Goieinment bad done ^ wbi-h from sm ill 

cited the last nice of the teundia lie ik , 

beginnings, had, dining the l^st twci J . Indiiniseil ninitninU to the 1 cn_il 

pointed out that the Goiernmcnt had en i 1 fnithor infosmol th> 

Pilot fociMcc, Mbith wab a \ei> ^ ^ ciuaitci of i croic of riipas <>n th 

House that the Goicinmciit hid spcait for linniti- Indian tides 

•Diiffenn” since its ii.re not emi hnm a. 

lurniiig to the compl unt that Bii lem ukcsl tint U il'l>c ircd as if itidims 

aclcquatc number of Inclian cadet , * Minnc How lOiild ni' one rc"' mi 

wcic not being tinned foi the Indian Meuan , ihre-iuiicil to hcotsto-l 

ablj CApcct he iskcd tint BtUish Compan cs luudd tak. oi 

fioni tl\c field with the cleielopmenl of t c . 

.1 .-c Indun 'Us,. »> 

"’'•"lo'iSsM j,;.d 3 ,'.r 

thr\ would bt ibh h' 1 " 


^Sn^’nmt eadrod^^’ m a Ipi.it of eo i;., ih 

Z ciohe an agreed pi in without m « " s ,r Ji It 

new agreement might gi\e ihHuitlt in' prut dh i’ i 

was no use Go'cinment tiMiig the fire, n uUcresi ni s>mo w i\ or o ! c- Hi 

tiWn In enfoice It iiid ciibUic that it w is not .o Itm .n 


in\ sub d' .o Itu! ill 
(r^q (_ f,\r the 11 I I'd ' 


wblc to enfoice it md ciibUic that it w is not 
icietted that there was no hope of the Go'crnmciit g 
Ihl mnS conccuis , nor could the Go'cmmeut resenc cois al 

the pi OMsions of the 1933 Constitution Act 

PoMU TO 33 iTunoii) Tn I' r 

Indian Telegraph Act. and the rules made unUcr l 
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Difecufesiox or orrici vl bilts 
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tlv 


no ^olcc on the control of the fimnuiil or othcrifiic, hut oih lu.l 

nmilcrc of mung fox it lint obie.tion itm imul cxin no.^ t- uon. >’f 
Ami t from the objection tint the Nn\iil fonts rcnimuvl niulu lb 
the Arlmii'iltj and the Biitish Goicrmncnt, it w is c\j»c icl t'nf Ih' (.oi. rnim o 

nould firstly cicrte those foue^ and jd vtc the mIioIc s heme of r tic, i> o , 
the House and then bung a Bill to proude foi the djstii’liin of tiu f . 

Ml Jinnah deJared tint it uas onh this Ooieinmcn tint .ouhl i ' hi ■ lit 
ind that it nas onlj this conntrj uhcic it tould ml like tlin 

Ml Omfwe, Defence feeciclan, in i bnef leph ^aid that from the 
tcnoi of speohes the icsult of the dcbitc is fii is the mcnibtr- of th. Opi- m . 
*\cic conccined, must betaken to be a foigonc tomluMon Houncr h. uoiM 
attempt to leph to the eiiticisms on tlic menis of the Bill < i)j< non hnl h i 
scmwl an-ainst the udcmiknig poweis hein-j; guen In the Bill to ‘1'- ' '' 

Goicinment The rule-making powers he pointc I out wcic in cscuitni f m. ii-n 
and thMcfoie in the hands of the c\ceuti\o of the Gmcinmiiit It w n not is. >> 
ni4 the Gmeinment would mike use of those ,.owcn to cr. i.e new oil. n i m 
liew*^ pumshmentb 9 he lulc mikmg poweis (ould onh In u'-ol to li'ph '» *' '{ 

the seitions of the Bill and lie (onld not guc to the Hon in uh um nih- wh i 
harnot been made It Ind been stited that the Bill mtuukvl to inipr, ^ o , fb 
woild with cnoimoiis masses of icscncs in Indn He t\i>luncl tint tin f ', 
icMuhni: the foui clisscs of lesencs foi win. h proM-um w n (Oiituiusl in th. bill 
siifl hull tint altO"cthci thej aiitKimtal tbit iKtJ oi KtX) u-trit" tonld h. In ilt 

IlirSv's -a? ’csa,,y;l:V.v >■'»" 

^ Ml Ogilvte's motion was put to \ote md lojcictl b\ oli to li \o v 

roDiic VccouMs Comm Brt opt (tosrp ) 

Wtien the House icsumcd discussion on the rublu Vinuni.- tommt'i.s 


th 


1 . 


— ^ ill the fclc 'I ii'h dcpntiiKiit in ud if 

to the loss of 12— li likhs acirij “J “‘'-7; ‘ .,,,1 ti )< 1 i-ai c m 

biought down the cost of 1 ’1*";'.^’^,’ , „ ,,1, ( mi \\ni .. 1 <! , utim i’ 'it 

the pubhe mid p-tifi ihlc Dci g wi b p 

Nott hoped tint thing dubs »' th, ,1 f,n cot Iid..- 
Msed as a basis of fouiulitiou of ‘ ® m 1 (hm lie ibi w u'ud 

lie aho wanted the Goieuiment of Indn to t m ,n -,1 
the ccntic to lead in indnstinl dciclopmcnt of Indn 

Com MiM' bin x\ Bin 

8lh FnBRUAIl\ -The safeh in 
m the Assembh to dn In fiur Vu'iaim/iad f/o|i 

IS was stitcd, ippointed a lommittee 
I'Hti to inqime into the methoH of e\ti 1 t 

and the Ceiiti d rrmintes and ‘ uhit'lc waoe of , d 

hccuic the safeh of workcis o pi f,lPii* with .'ind-.'’" o he' 

adcocated the idoption of stowiUci ' c > * » 


t (.c 1 b 11 in'i. ’1 * 

1 he t >oM mill' It li'd I 

IS tile foil imniiu Ot'i.ni'tn ,n t ' .iV' 

lod uinl>’'_r,, III in b <1 "1 ' i 
on tiip inei'uu*' w'lidi .-1 > ’<1 o' t 1 1 
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m THE INDIAN LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ n'eav dei hi- 

TO-ilennl 4lie spice left Kv Oie extmction of coal to start Tilth m the areas irherc 
there J< an nrcent Tnd iramethito dincei of life or an urgent danger of a substan- 
tial loss df cod Ihe committee iccommeiided that a cess of eight annas pei ton on 
coal inclndini: soft coke and twehe annas i>er ton on hard coke saoald he imixised, 
to be used inainh to dcfrav the cost of stoning 

Weights ax» Measefes Bile 

f-ir 3/i hammad Znfnillah uitrodiiced the second Bill designed to standardirc 
11 ei»-hts thronirhoiit British India Tlie statement of the objects and leasons states 
thaf the question of nresenbing a scale of standard rreights and measui® tliroughont 
Biiti=h India lias been iindei dhe consideration of the Gmemment fiom tme to 
tuna" The constiHitional position IS that accoiding to item ol in the federil je^s- 
lati^e list in the seienth schedide of the Goiernment of India Act 1931. tne 
central Goieuiment is resixmsible foi the establishment of standards of weights 
nhilc the nroiancial Goveniments are coneeined rath vreghts and maisures o far 
IS conSrns areidits, therefore it is for the central Gommment to prescribe the 
standards The^eiiforccment and use of neiahts based on th^es standards !<= a 
ni iUel for the piOMiicial Government The desirabihtv of estahlishmc standards of 
^m4t« ha*^ lateh been constanth pressed upon the Government of India and ^onie 
nrotince^ aie reio’ted to have their Weights and Maasures Bill raady for uHroilnc- 
F.nn 4%ion as the centid Act establishing stinchus of weight has been passed The 
Bill accordin’d'a ha- been piepared for prescribing uiuts of weights conimonlv used 
S iSaas 4d rucoZJrcl tola, seei and maund and also poimd, oimce, 

hundiedwQght and ton 

Child Labour Ppohibitios Bill 

Tlie tlurd Bill introduced hr Sir Muhammad Zafrullah sought to prolubit tlm 
ilmen of chddien Vnder twehe in the foUowuig o-cupatio is bidi-makuig. 
craploT ment ot cimmen , includin'^ basrmng of cement, cloth prmting, 

mSS l^Tlonvel: firevork., m,ca-^i.tans i-d 
^''uhTvkt chellac manufactuie, tanning and wood cleaning The occupations 

splitting sheuac manuiat cm e jw aie unheal thv or commonlv accompanied bv 

SdJitSIon^S child labour The pronncial Governmrats.^who bare been consulted 
n^e gireii full power to amend the schedule of occupation. 

Public Accocsts CoMwiTTEE’s Kepokt (coxTD ) 

. A riAiov in rarmn'' out the recommendations ot 

Ml ^ Sonfaimm cntim«l die delay 

the Public Accounts Committee " , r ^ mnie to take the census of the 

occimed Vi^feSiS hadnr^t b compiled Apprentlv the 

' /ml" ^ Ip '!>= I'«>P'' Yr 

toon tint account iwttere be 

The Assemhlj approied the PI 1 , ^ ,gp,^Yment of temiKirarv loins 

.e»ne tod The Pm.dee! then adjonmed the 

'FToii**b 

^iIusLiM Divorce Law Bill 
m raiKOtm- -pe Assemble 

Bill to eonsbhatte and nndei Mmto L™ and to lemoie doubts as to 

Sc eft^t Ke"remincX£of Islam bj ^ tfe 

Alt supimrtcd lura re^et^tn^^ Committee. Mr Azlmr Ah 

with dnOiCe nndei this Bill * -.„cc,.rA- nipment for interpreting JIushra Divorce 
pointed out ftat a Nazi him t" defats m the Bill J 

It craeiged from the Select Committw antt npostasv m the Bill I^Ir dMih 

Ho also cntitis^ tim provi.ion - ^ stelect Committee, was a bettei and 

Cagim felt that the Bill as <S4m S-e toT4 such cases, he wa. 

on the occasion of reference to the Select Committee, 


;iie v.TOveiiiiut;ui ^ V-*, 
mentioned the difficulties. 
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—16 rnc ’39 ] DISCUSSION OF rvVTLWA\ BUDMn* 

snrfcssion nnntil nj,"!!!-, cfc Mr HcDc nirritcd (he di di lit 

-ind (lisKhanta^e-j whieh Iiifli in iiomcn \\cro I'lh'iunn^ ind cinphi'i I tiin nr.i i> 
neol foi n eoTiniitice is snr'e^tcil ni the rc'olntion ‘-ir X X s n tr oi,v) i 
the lesohition, deJuclth'it if ms so iinpri ti< d utul iiniKi ''I ‘•n h diu% <> i t i 
iinforliinitc coinmiftee He cn; iressed gruc djulits is to nhother t'n < nnmi' ■ 
contemplited would benble to submit one re,)Ort llic jiroiio itum w i- - j I’l du ’ 

imnossiblc tint no single eommittee could do)Usti(e IIlsi c-o I thi' t’n prip*- 

pioteluic would be to tike mduiduil problem'' ond linii' (htui In 'u'o t'f Un ' 
to dis..ubs them on then merits The dis„u«~ioii Ind iiOi. (Oiuhuhsl wh' i tin 
Assembly idjoiuned 

Dib(LS:=iON or Rvitw w Bldoi i 


IGtli rCBRUVIfi — file VesembH hdd to li\ t'lCLciicrdd hi'f'oi the l.idm 
Budget Pan lit NU! anta Das opciic I the deh itc with i < ntu lein of die '' oo - p r hi 
polic> o£ the iiilw iis The sun oC ahmit 20 t lorce spent oi pur h ui m 
lus opinion the most imiortunt item ind loiis'itiite'l th mini JU" ih i m f i- 
treating nilw n& is u iiitionil is-tt hni he pinlcl out I'lire w is t ,ritit! 
d& revise m the 'iraoiint of imuhisis mids m Indii •'tit mm, el t iilw lO' s n 
lied mo'c in this mittci in gridtidh in icisin, i!i ir t'"r hi ' liom oil 

Pinoe 1932-33 from 531 pci <eiit to 029 per <cn' IB t i ik iifiii iil n u'lu ii 

to the piuclnsc of nils from ib'oul unimiiin, to 17s9 liUi' m ' u'l X th 
undertaking giieti to the House to puuhisc nils {tom th. 1 it i^ 


fell nenry Gtdney made a itgoioiis attuk oi mans feitiius of the n Iw i\ 
adni'iiisti ition He des iibcl the bn<l,e' as colonili" sensuniib thrd! 1 iii 
iinple-less (Inightei) He ohjc ted to th’ lieiij in on ihar.i' lli in-i o I'l 
to make a stiong plea foi the icnnv il of the disi uminmon b .wi, i sun I'-.lin i 
and ofliciilb in the mutter of Daie iC' ue ind pi'sc- lb t-fo isumlir v\ irn n 
igainsl an\ attempt to imoosc a cut in <ilinc' lit iKi iiro'nh iriti != I i' 
authoiities for cic.itmg difTitalttes in the w i\ of cmploiets ti\m, to t’-ii'h- 
theu pen ice ftom one fetate man igcd i ithv w to mother 

JIi Muthuranga ifudahar was of opinion tint with proper iniin ' neii» 
the Buiplus could lia\e boon doiblcd Kailw n admtntstritton w is a* pr it 
being c lined on in the interests of the forcun lapiiilist mid t’m forci-n imp'i'i' 
He criticised the conposition of the Railw i\ Biird tiinl the fo’i.c of Ituliiui n 
the liighci tanks of lailw i\ seriicc 

jMr Xiuman (Muslim Lc.igiie) ivns not com ini oil tint the Rulwn ad lums- 
tiation had been doing all that w is cajitctoil from it ^o indaat’ons 1< is (.o. i 
guen of c onomics effected 

Sir Thomas Stewart, icjihing to criticisms on the Buhvic Bud ct oh 
that an honest sfuclciit of the efehates in this House would hiul i creat 'imilin'i 
from jcai to seat feu Thomas a=siireil the House that c\ci thoiiJi m hi- rij' 
he niiitht not be able to dcil with cien point made in the lourse of the d ’u e n > 
suggestion was made in the house of which due note was not til> i and win h i-is 
not annhsed mid seiiitimsoil The general impi<.==ion of the hiid.it npis irol lO b 
that It was an unci entful one , that was not had when one remenibcrcsl tl i 
tint the countn was happiest whuh had no liiston It had btsn "id i>\ ^1 b t 
that a successful Budget was deiicndcnt moie on extranrou" iirium'nm - tin i oi 
fliosc who alniimstcied the detiartinent lonccrncil He hoj'C'l sud '-ir 11 i r-" i' 
when ciil dais lami that member would he cnuillv rcisnaldc m ippm oihi, I'l 
and credit feu Thomis assurcxl that the Railw i\ Boird did no •-hnt i s ,c,« - u 
make a good guC'S as to freight poliii hut did take into ton'-idcn to it 'e t n i *- 
tendencies althouLh cicii these tcndcni ics m the prC'ent ciretinis' m c- --u • iM i-. I f ' 
guess work Aduumstrittoiis, like Ritlwai", s-nd ^lr Ihoin- ^"'fe ci'-'esc js 
cnticisc, hut he urged (lie Oiiposition to hear in mind tin* the R'’iiw o- ^ t^s 
countn sown pioperti, and then ciiticise The \s"cmM\ then adji in 1 1 uu e < 
IsTronccrrioN oi NoN-orrum Btri.s 


18Ut rCBRU^RI -The Honsp took up todiv noio’i nl bill 'dr 
Singh's Bill to imoml sec ffcO Cr P C , d''' ‘ 

list noiioniciil dii.w's icfcrrcd to a select coiimiUfs tu s ^ ' 

acconlmg to the spon'or w is meant to me i ea"- s wl en p ^ , , f n-c 
person il aiuiear UK c ot the icu-cdin thccourt^b’ dno n ' ' ' *' ‘ ‘ 

picicnted ftom giiiU!. cccmption on lecomit o. sc cr i t. ^ 

:Mr lY r Oai'g I introUiiei the Bill to amc”d P c l on \ ’ e s-.. 

Bill, in new of the prc~cnl iKilitical sinnt,on and u n i.s i ~ <v 


V - I 


* r 


B .! 
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i- lN VN'CIAL fcTVTEMrAT TOR ift 


1:1 


Waib and 

5 feteiling Lnbilitics — In the current jear a furlhci'EI milliKi'- of -htu 

Rnilw ly Debentmes me bring dts’hargctl and it is aho c\pc ’el to . 0 ni>I ti 
tiansfci of the icmaining Inb lities in icsptet ol ttcrhiv 1 imt \ pa i-iois nUi. !i 
amount to about C6 millions These furlhei rciinmnits of stc-lini d.bi will bnn 
the total amount ic.iatiiated since 1933 to something like Us hi . lori' iml m ' 
ycai the Goieinmcnt of India’s steiling reiuiicments ire Cslimattl a'_ -i liUle iw. " 
€27 millions as compaicd to £16 millions m the current i car , €ji mill ns in 
1937- IS and £11 millions in 1936-37 


6 


Bonowing Piogi ammo —During the current a c-ir the combmel 


m-l 


1' I ir urn 
nlis! Ill 
I'w ti rnm 

1 Ml i\t 

■ 1 f ir 1- 


conacrsion issue of 3 pel cent 1963 63 sto k at 93 had pioluud Rs d I d n 
of which Rs 1993 lakhs had represented coin crsions of tin li per n it l.-'in 

1938- 10 and of the 3 pei cent Loan 1910-10 The iiinomcrtcl put "f ih> >' p r 
cent 1958-40 Loan his since been notified for discliugc and neat acir t ie (n nn 
meat of India will baae the option of icdecimng the icmuinUr of 

1939- 10 Loan, the outstanding balance of whidi is a little oiei Ks -0 iroic 

CiiaKf.ns IN Twvuon 

The Finance Mcmhci, detailing his taaal ion piooosiN sinl 
“I now letuin to the piospectnc dtfnit of Rs 30 liklis 111 In pn ■ 
tances, oiu lesonices in the way of new taxation ire sonnwliu .u.-im- 
Vield of inci cased income-tax goes muiila to the I iomu 1 s , cm 1 o ci 
put of the 6eld customs duties in geiici il aio is hiA ‘ ' 1 

Iniim aield while oaei the piotc. tioii part the ictniii is i I'lnlla dc lim u 
excises^ aic conccined, a delicate situation has been luiti I bx thi 3 "<Lui lit o tlt< 
■Pprlpi^l Gomt which, amounts to sajin^, that there ts oM- nutat jiowlt in tin n iiiu 
of inteinal indirect taxation The full implit itions of this r'r’ ''J. 

ment of India Act avill be jcopaidised 

u 1,0 fust fiiibicct chosen foi the cxcicisc of the concurrent takin- jxiwcr is ol 

owncTcficitby an inuease m thclixation on motor spiiit 

Duty ON R\a\ Cotton Douniri) 

Tlowoaer I must not tixaou cunositj aiix lonncr— particiilarlx as itaaill '■‘'bf 

aendetta against indigenous industn I mmlit witu a , of ilm lo mcr 

tnat Indian nulls me importing mci tucs Ma dc^i.n i- 

smtl'''tobfu!i“ Uir'bud'sct to the tom 1“ i 

icacnUe oiu fin il liguics become 


Rc\ enne 

Expcndituie 

btuplus 


tLo 

- V- 
Lad 1 
S’ d 
I 1 

O’ 


KriD For PoiiTicvi Ui concili xtion 


At this stigc, I supiwse I ought U* ’'’ttut^'Tsball dV'tm bm-*-* 

aeiis of ofiice 01 at ain rite to tra to ‘ftaw i much mo-c un:->'. 1 1* 

soit Foi India is for the rte of , f’![uucs m In*! a and c i 

the past Tlic ixiliUc il outlook has ro mj men icnit icauu c 

IG 


fi c 

t’*' 
h in 

• ’c- 
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Muslim League Paity 26 

Congress Nationalists ' 11 

Euiopean Gioup 10 

Non-j’ai ty 20 

OlTicialsv 20 

I 


140 


(b) In Coencil of &tatf 

Independent Progressive Party 
Congress Party 
Muslim Heague 
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Government of Bengal 

Governor 

Lord Brabourne^-G/C si, g cr n , w c 
(Appointed Nbiiep^^, 27, 1937 ) 

Council oLMli^stera '{Coalition) 

Hon Mr _A]mlJIase!n Fazlul Huq, 
Chief Minister (EdncatiCni) 

Hon Ml Nalini Eanjan Sarkar, 

' - , , (Finance) 

Hon fell Bijoy Tiaiia^ Sxngh Eoy, Kt 
■ ' (ffeicniie) 

Hon Niwab Khwaya Habibullah 
Bahadui of Haqca (Local Self-Govt ) 
Hon Maharaja Siish Chandia Nandi, 
(Communications and IForAi) 
Hon Ml Hussain febaheed Siilii aw ardy 
(Commei ce Labour, Enrol Eecon^truction) 
Hon Khuaja Sir Nazimuddin ircir 

(Home) 

lion Nauab Mushairaff Hussain, 
Khan Bahadui, (Judicial & Legislatnc) 
Hon Mr Prasanna Deb Eaikut 

(Forest and Excise) 
Hon Mi Mukunda Behan Mullick, 
(Co operative Credit & Indebtednc’is) 
Hon Mr Tamijuddm Khan (Public 
Health, Constitution and Election) 

Numerical Strength of Parties 
(a) In Assembly 
Govt Supporters — 

Muslim Coalition consisting of Proja, 


Muslim Leamie Parties 90 

Scheduled Caste Group 11 

European Gioup 25 

Anglo Indian Group 4 

Hindu Nationalist Gioup 7 
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Opposition — 

Congress Party _ 53 


Proja, Knshak 
Proja, Members 
belonging to no 
partj. Scheduled 
caste group. 
Nationalists 



111 


cr coi> 


-24 MAR ’39 ] 


THE FINANCE BILL DEBATE - 


13.5 


to double the duty on imported riw cotton The MusHb! Lengue piitN rcnniiifKl 
neutru] m uccoidance with the direction from its leader J5lill Dr Ztauddtn mjis 
pemitted to explain his point of new hh A/ OJuasuddtn of -'the Punjab In 
Maj of intenuption, expies&ed the hope that the dutj would not onlj be kept 
on but continued even next jeai This biought Mr Bhulabhat Desat on his feel 
iMth the Mgoious exposition that the dutj would not add to the length of 
cotton staple The position of Mr M S Aney, leadei of the Nationalist jnrtv 
was not deal until he himself declared at the end of his speech that on the 
balance of adaaiitages and disadvantages, he thought it better to stick to what 
hib patnotihm instinctnely told him, namelj to \ote against the proposed diitv 
for that would ceitainh add to the cost of the manufactuicd pieccgoods by J jci 
cent and to that extent help Lancashue Incidcntalh he informed the Hou'o 
that he took bisaow of bovcotting foreign cloth so long ago as 1895, te,44 jeirs 
ago, even though fewadeslu came to be intioduced with the paitition of Bengal 
Ihe amendment to the Finance Bill to reduce the cost of the postcard to 
half-anna was taken up in the Assembly somewhat late in the aftciiioon and so . 
no lote could be taken on it Mr N M Josht joined in inising a piotest against 
maintaining the postcaid latc at the piohibitive leiel of nine pics while allowint, 
the ail mail rate to be onlj at two and-half annas resulting in a loss of Ks I'J 
lakhs winch was being siiflered because it helped the nch Mi (? P Bevoor, 
Diiec'toi-General of Posts and Telegraphs, did not meet the argument of Mi 
Toslii and contented himself with woiking out a loss of Es C5 lakhs if the lafe 
of the postcaid was reduced to six pies 

24th MAECH — Tlie amendment to reduce the postcard rates from nine pics 
to SIX pies foi a single postcaid and fiom one and a half annas to one anna 
foi a icplj postcaid was passed by the Assemblj to da> b\ fifij six \otcs to 
fortv-two bii Cotiasjt Jekangtr moved an amendment which sought to \ar\ 
the lates ot supertax He explained that this amendment was intended to prevent 
the Finance Memoer tiom taking 76 lakhs moie than what was neccssaij to meet 
the lelief given to the pooiei classes by the cnange fiom the step sjstem to the 
slab svstem 6u James Gngp, opposing the amendment, declaied that even if the 
offei suggested b> &ii Cowasji was possible this particular amendment would 
never be the amendment which he or the House would accept Ihe amendment was 

withd|avvn^^^^^^ accepted bj 52 votes to 45 hli T S A Chetttars amend- 
ment bj which the first 45,UOO of the total income of evert Hindu luidividcd 
family would be exempted fiom bupcitax 

A numbei of othei amendments weie moved and lejected These included 
one bt Ml Manu Subeder who sought to exempt from supCTtax incomes of 
Joint Stock Companies up to Ks 30,000 a j^r The amendment was lejcc cd 
without a division , but the House accepted bj ol 

savanam Ayangar’s amendment to fix the exemption limit at 10,000 The House 
sat twenty minutes bejond five o’clock and disposed of the lemaming amend- 
ments The Finance Membei theieupon announceil that he would not move the 
thud leading of the Bill The Assemblj then adjouined 

EruECTioN or the CERxinro Fixasce Biie 
25 tii MAKCH — Feelings lan high while Su James Ortgg s attitude was callwl 
mtoquStion attodaj’s mtting ot the Assembh Congress membei s vehemen v * 
protested against the policj of certific ition which governed all the Iinancc BilN^ 

leject^^^bj^the^^^^ Bill as recommended by the Governor General was 
House bj 50 votes to 42 The Muslim League Partj and unattached membei s re- 
mained ncutial 

&EPPEFMFKTAR\ DEMAXDS 
A supplementary demand m lespect of rmhvays 
come m co^se of payments 

woikiiig e^enses, was also lifted T^y adequate exphnatiomi 

f AS demand m the House oi befoie the staudmg Finance Committee for railwav 

ktme po “ ,™s USaS 52 wW to J9 «1 p 1. tte .ecood rctamg to ol 
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Blunicipnl Bill He said that his group felt that if one strong political parta rc- 
mnincd in complete control of a Municipal body for a number of iear«, the nork of 
tMt body IT as bound to deteriorate Mr T C Goswamr, Deputy Leader of the 
Confess Assemblj Paitj, charactensed the Bill as a Bill of injustice to not oiih 
Bie Hindu citizens but also to Jluslims He drew the attention of the Leader of the 
Luio'’ean Gioup to the fact that the Laboui Paity m the London Count! Count il 
had dominated it foi a number of years, but had they in any iiai jeoiiardtzetl the 
cause of the civic administration ? Dr S^awa JPrctsfxd MookLfjc^ characlcri'tcd f^ir 
George Campbell’s message as a parting kick to the city iihich had s'ood him m good 
stead for the better part of his life Ihe Chief iftmster justified the intiotluction of 
separate electorates in the present circumstances and raaintainerl that it uas not a 
fact that the introduction of separate electorates had resulted in dnidiiig the jicoiilc 
in so many diiisions An Opposition motion urging circulation of the Bill u is 
put to vote and was lejected by 111 lotes against 79 The motion rcfening it to a 
beleat Committee consisting of 18 members, including four Congicss members, uitli 
instruction to submit their repoit by March 25, was cariietl uithout a duision 

Mr Huq VXD Hixdd Orncc's 

Eailier, after question hour Mr J C Gupta \\ intcd leaic of the House to 
mo\c an adjouniment motion to discuss “a definite matter of urgent juiblic imiioi- 
Lince, namely the expicssion of uant of confidence and charge of di«lo! dl\ let died 
afcunst the Hindu olhiera in the procance as alleged by the Chief Ministci, and the 
ine\ liable discontent and demoiabsation of the officers yyhich was bound seiionsly to 
affect the adminis'ration of the proMnee’ The hon Mr A K Fazhil fjuq, 
Pieraier, expressed his regret foi the remaiks he had made in a Icttci to Air 
fchamfeiiddin Ahmed, an ex-Minister and tendered his apologies to the llindu ofiners 
of the Go\emment for ivhat he had said m the letter against them He hojicd that 
they yvould continue to gi\e him the same sen ice as they had done j'rcMoush The 
adjournment motion y\as put to yote and lost by 158 yotes agiinst 02 15 members 
belonging to the Krishak Proja Party and the Scheduled Caste Partv rcraiinini, 
neutral The European Gioup voted with the Government 

The Fixaxce Bill 1939 

7tli MARCH —The Bengal Finance Bill, 1939, as sponsoml by the Honblc 
Ml Nahni Banjan Sircar, Finance Ministei, ynth a yicts to make an addition 
to the revenue of Bengal by imposing an ungraduated tax of Ks 30 per annum 
on professions trades, callings, and employments, excluding those wno do not 
pay mcometax, yvas subjected to ticnchant criticism by the Oppositionists inclu- 
ding an Anglo-Indian Member, Mr J FP Chippendale to day As manv as 
seven motions by yvay of amendments foi circulation for the purpose of eliciting 
public opinion on the Bill yveie moicd Tivo amendments to flic motions of 
the Finance Minister for refcinng the Bill to a Select Committee were aho 
moyed Justifying the imposition of the taxation the Finance J/intsftr said that 
the sura of Rs 12 lakhs, yvhich they hoped to icalise by icsoit to this taxation, 
yyab a mere drop in the ocean, because there yvas a large gap to by. ->9 1 led uj) 
between then resources and their requirements The sum that would be le-ili'-cil 
fiom this source of taxation would be necessary for financing only one scheme 
namely, the water-supply scheme in the rural areas The motion for circulation 
was lost by 119 to 71 votes while motion for referring to the bclo<t Committee 
was lost without division The House then accepted the motion for consideration 
of the Bill as moved by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 

VoTiXG ox Bddget Demaxds 

8th to 25th 5IAUCH — Voong on Budget demands for grants commenced 
on the 8th March The apathy of the Government to popularise halt industry 
in Bengal was severely ciiticiscd to-dav when the Hon Mr Prasanna Deb Bat! at 
mo\ed foi a grant of a sum of Ks 12,003 for cxjicnditurc under the head 
Salt’ as provided in the budget estimate for the ycai 1939-40 About fi\c cut 
motions yveie moved tp rcdiictT the demand by Ks 100 to disctws the policy of 
tile Goyernment yyith regard to the improvement of the Salt indii=try m this 
province All the cut morions were lost wPhout divi=ion The demands for 
grants under beads ‘Stamps’ Forest,' and ‘Ecgistration’ were also granteil In the 
House Cut motions levelled agiinst all the demands followed suit and the 
House was adjourned till the sih March when, excepting a few supplementary 
questions, the House eyoked no excitement and the whole proceedings were dull 
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(b) In Council 
Oovl Suppo) ters — 
Congress 
Opposition — 

Justice P-irty 
Muslim Group 
Independents 
National Democrats 


27 


27 


54 

Gcvl of the United Provinces 

' , Governor 

Hia Excellency Sir Han^ Giabam 
Haig, KC8I, cin, ICO 

Council ot Ministers (Congress) 

Hon Shri Govind Jlallabh Pantps-t^ 
LT B , Jl I A , Premier and Minister of 
Home Affairs and Finance 

Hon Ml Eafi Ahmad Kidirai, b a , 
M li A , Minister of Revenue and Jails 

Hon Dr Kailish Nath Katpi, M A , 
IiL D M L A , Minister of Justice, 
'Development, Apriculiure and Veterinary 

Hon Mrs Vijaya Lahshmi Pandit, 
M L A , Minister of Local Self-Qovernment 
and Health 

Hon Hafi? Muhammad Ibrahim, 
B A , LL B , M L A , Minister of Communica- 
tions and Irrigation 

Hon Shu Sampmnanand, BSC, 
WLA, Minister of Education 

Parhanientary Secretaries 

Patl airentari/ Secietaries to the 
Premier and Minister of Home Affairs 
and Finance — 

1 Shri Venkatesh Narajan Tiwan, 
M,A , LL B , MBA 

2 Dr Mahmud IJllah Jung, M A , 
LB D , Bar-at-Law, m l o , 

3 Mr Muhammad Suleman Ansaii, 
M A , ILB , MBA 

4 Kunirar Anand Singh, ml A 
(also Chief “Whip to Govt), 

Parliamtniary Secretaries c -to the 
Minister of Revenue and Jails- 

1 Shri A]it Piasad Jam, m A , ll b , 
MBA 

2 Shn HuLiim Bmgh, BA, ll b , 
ML ’a 

3 Shn Gopi Nath Snvastava, M l A 

Parliamentary Srcretaries to the 

Minister of JuHice, Agriculture, Develop- 
ment and Veterinary — 

1 Shn Jugal Kisbore, M A (Oxon ), 
MV A 

2 Shn Behan Lai, ml A 

t ^ * 

Parliamcrdary ' Secretary ' to-, the 
Minister of Local Self-Government and 
Health — i 


Govmd Eher, b a , 


Shri Athmaram 

LL.B , M L A 

Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Minister of Education — 

Bhn Karan Singh Kane, BA, i c B A 
(Glasgow), MBA 

Secretary to the 
Commun’cations & 


Parliamentary 
Minister of 
Irrigation — 

Shn Lakshmi 
MLO 


Narain, B A (Hons ), 


Numerical Strength ot Parties 
(a) In Assembly 
Congress ^ '> 

Muslim LeagiiS 

T ■> ■■ 

\ 

vucaixi/ *" 

Thta] 

(b) In? Cobnc^-^\ 
CongiesB Paitji* •» — 

Na'ionalists 

Independent Party / - 
Not attached to any^ Paity ^ 


147 

30 

24 
20 

1 

228 

' 11 
13 
8 

25 

~C0 


Total 

Government of Behar 

Governor — His Excellency Sir Miunce 
Oarmei Dallett, Kcsi,ciE, its 
Council ot Ministers (CONGKESS) 

(1) The Hon’ble Mi Shn Krishna 
Sinha {Prune Minister) Home Affairs, 
Revenue and Leg slalitc 

(2) The Hon’ble Ml Anugiah Nara^nn 
Singh — Finance, Local SeTf-Oovernment 
and Public 'Worl s 

(3) The Hon’ble Mr Baiyid Mahmud, 
Education, Development and Employment 

(4) The Hon’ble Mr Juglal Choudhui-y 
— Excise and Public Health 

Parliamentary Secretaries 

(1) Babu Sivanandan Prasad Mandal, 
MBA, Judicial and Jails 

(2) Babu Knshna Ballabh Sahaj, 
MBA, Appointment and Political 

(3) Babu Jagat Narajan Lai, ml A — 
Finance and Commerce 

(4) Babu Jimut Bahan Sen, ml \ , — 
Public Works and Irrigation 

(5) Babu Binodanand Jha, mla,— 
Local Self-Government, Medical and 
Public Health 

(6) Babu Sarangadbar Sinha, M l A 
Revenue and Education including Regis- 
tration 

(7) Babu Jagjivpn Eaid, ,mli, — 

Development - ' ( 

(8) Maulavi Bayeedul Haque, mla — 
Excise. 
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nepotism wete bioughfc ogainst the Co-opemtirc Department nnd 

cut motions m respect of thodoiimnd 
Af /F/rf Tii Hon’bleMr Mu! unda B.han 

be mOTlo- M belonging to the Opposition moied cut motions '>nd those 

5” i genet'll discussion nith rcL,ud to ttie 
f n the cooper-itne movement in the proiinec 

Membera of both the pni ties charged the Go\ eminent for tailuie to pioiidc pro.ier 
facilities foi rural ciedit and the settlement of rural debts All tiic cut motions 
Mere negatived bj the House and the entire demand of Ks 15l3<>Dfor eM>endi- 
tureiindcithc head— Co-opeiaH\e’ was giantcd bj the House 1110 House latti 
sanotione l a demand for a sum of Es 16,18009 for expenditure under the head— 
Industiies’ moied bj the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur oi Duia 
Iscxt da\, the ISth March the demand fon giant of Rs 1 10,29,000 for expenditure 
umtei the head General Administration” nas moied bj t-ir Naciwiiirfc/rn Home 
JMinistei An Opposition cut mobon, which sought to raise a discussion on the 
subje^ was withdiann in new of the assuiance giien b> the Fimme Minider 
XT® proceeded with conside ation of other cut motions moied b\ 

the Opposition Opposition spcakeis alleged that the polic\ of the Jlinistn hid 
|cd to an encoungement of coramunalism in the proiince Cliargcs ucrc also 
Icielled against the Ministiy that they wcie tning to suppress legitim itc ontuism 
of the actuities of the Goieinment Reference was made to the distiiihiiit c tint 
took place m Calcutta dunng the list no-confidence motion debate iilicn Opposition 
membeis sought sheltci in the Bengal Legislatnc House Uie dibitc had not 
concluded n hen the House was ad)oiiincd till the next daj the 17th Merch i\hcn 
the House sanctioned without anx cut the General Administi ation demand Altogether 
nine cut motions iicie moicd by the Opposition and duision ms dematidwl 011 
mree All of them ueic either lejected oi negatned rom Mims'ers of the 
Goieiument paiticipatcd in the debate tomrds its dosing pta,,c Ihc 

Chief Minister told the House that, as pienoush announced m the Hou=e 
seieial attempts had been made to arrive at a settlement o\ei the percentage 
question m public service at a confcrnce of the leaders of the diflcrcnt parties 
in this House, but so far then attempts had proved unsuccessful They )iro]TO- 
sed to convene anothei bitting of the confeience of the leaders of the various 
communities at an eaily date, to make a final attempt to arnve at a settlement 
If a settlement was icached, the Government would lose no time in implcnun- 
ting that decision If no decision could be armed at the Govcnimcnt 
would come to its own decision and announce U Mr H S Suhraiiardv, 1 aboiir 
hlinister, accused Labour raembeis of the House, amidst strong protests fiom such 
membeis, that they weie spieading communal slogans in the labour areas 
Winding up the debate, the Home Minister told the House lint whereas there 

had been communal iiots in the Congress Provinces involving shooting and 

lathi charges by the police, Bengal had been singularly free from sucli commu- 

nal riots and theie had been onh one instance where the police had been 
compelled to open fiic He declared that Hmdu officers were treated most justlv 
and fairly by the Bengal Government The Chief Minister bad wntten to four 
papeis m Crlcuttn, inviting them to single out a single instance where injustice 
had been done to any Hindu ofheer of the Covcrnniont None of the 
papeis had the coinage declaied the Horae Minister to come forward with a 
single instance An impoitant speakei on the Opposition side to-day was 3Ir 
Nausher Ah, ex-Minister, who laised a constitutional point tint the Ministn 
had not vet announced then decision on the resolution 01 the Assembly in='efl 
eight months ago on the percentage question, and that the altematue left to 
the Ministry was either to accept tint resolution or to reject it or get it rc-cin- 
ded or to resign The House at tins stage adjourned till Jlonriav the 20lli vtarcli, when 
the Gov eminent was severely criticis^ for its failuie to cficct adequate 
1 eduction of expendituie in the administration of Police Departments in the 
couise of a debate on the Opposition’s cut motion m connection with the demand 
foi giant of a sura of Rs 2,14,5S000 for expenditure under tlic head ‘Police 
moved by tlio Hon’ble Khwaja £>ti Nazimuddtn In lus speech, Sir Nazimuddin 
diew a pictuie of Secret Societies and Rov ohitionarv parties which, in his 
opinion, still lemamed in existence and intact and were as well organi‘-cd to^av 
as ever they were, probably better He said that the declared aim of tho-c 
societies was rebellion to be followed by social revolution Though o=tcu“ibly 
in the nnks of the Congress, tliey were no followers of Congress and they wc’-c 
no followers of the cieed of mon-nolence 
20 
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Nnmencal Strength of Parties 
(a) Ik Assembly 


Congress 9S 

The Bihar Nationalist Coalition 26 

The Muslim Independent 20 

hliislim League 4 

No Party 3 
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(eKclusive of the Eon’ble the 
Speaker ) 


(b) Ik Coekcil 
Congress Party 

The Bihar Nationalist Coalition 
Independent Party 
No Partj ^ 


10 

11 

3 

5 

29 


(exclusiye of the Hon’ble the 
‘ T^sident ) 

Government of Assam 

1* Sir Eobert Niel Eeid, kcsi 

K CIF 

Council of JIinifiter^lCoKGRESS— COAUTlOK)j 
2 (i) The Ilou’ble Sn]ut Gopinath 

Bardoloi, ai A. , B L , Prime Minister, m 
charce of Home and Education Depart- 
ments 

(ii) The Hon ble Mr Fakhiuddin Ah 
Ahmed, Barnster-at-Law, Jlinister in 
Charge of Finance and Eevenue Depart- 
ments 

(ill) The Hon’ble Babu Kamini Kumar 
Sen, Bi Ministei in charge of Legis- 
late c, ISC,, Judicial and Geneial 
Depaitmcnts 

(i\) Ihe Hon ble Snjut Eamnath Das, 
BE, Ministei in chaige of Medical, 
Public Healtli, Welfare of Labour, Boiler, 
Factories and Elec^ncity Departments 
{\) Hie Hon’ble Babu Akshaa 
Kumai Das B i „ Minister in charge of 
Excise and Agncnltuie Depaitmcnts 

(vi) Ihe Hon ble Mauln Md Ah 
Haidar Khan, Ministei m chaige of 
Public Woiks Department 

(mi) The Hon’ble Siijut Kupnath 
Brahma, rn Minister in charge of 
Forest and Eeaistrafion Departments 
(Mil) Ihe Hon’ble Khan BaJiadur 
Maiilaai Mahmud Ah, Minister in charge 
of Industries and Co-operative Depart- 
ments 


Knraencal strength of Parties 
(i) Ik Assembly 

(1) Congress — Coalition (Mmisfenalist) 
j?arty 55 

(') '\ssam Hinted Paity 51 

’ 1(X5 


Government of the Punjab 

Governor 

His Excellency Sir Henry Duffield 
Craik, Bart, kcsi, i c s 

Council of Ministers 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Major 
Sirdar Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan, K b e 

Premier 

The Hon’ble Sardar Bahadur Dr 
Sardai Sir Sundar Singh Majithia, Kt 
C I E , D 0 L , Minister of Peientie 

The Hon’ble Kao Bahadur ^Chaudhri Sir 
Chhotu Earn, B A, g, l'b Minister of 
Development i 

The Hon’ble Mr ManoharLal, M A — 
Finance Minister 

JThe-Hon’ble -Mr Navrabzada Major 
Kmzar Haaat Khan Tiivana — Minister of 
Public lPorA5 

The Hon ble Mian Abdul Haye — 
Minister of Education, 

Pailiamenlarr Secretaries 

Khan Bahadui Mian Ahmad Yar.Khan 
Danlatana c B E —Pohhcal and~ Chief 
Official Whip 

Mir Maqbool Mahmood— (Jeneref 

Sardar Bahadur Sardar Tljjal Singh, 
M A —Home 

Mis Jahanara Shah Nan az, M B E — 
Education, Medical Relief and Public 
Health 

Eaja Ghaznafar All KEan — Revenue and 
Irrigation 

Chaudhri Tika Earn, ba,lll, mbe 
Development 

Thakni Eipudaman Singh, b 4. — 
Finance 

Shaikh Faiz Muhammad, e A , ll B , 


mbe — Local Self-Government and 
Public TT^oiAs 

Nnmencal Strength of Parties 
Ministerial Party 111 

Congress Party 39 

Independents 20 

^ Alirar Paity 2 

-■^yncilnt ( In Sept 39 ) 2 
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Govt of Central Provinces 

Governor 

His Excellency Sir Francis Veiuer 
Wylie, KCSL., CIE.ICS, (fiom 2S-5- 
1938) 

Ckmncil of Ministers (Congiess) 

1 The Hon’ble Pandit E S Shiikla, 
Prime Minister A Minister of Home 
Affairs ,(30-7-38) 

2 ADie Hon’ble Pandit D P Mishra 
Minister of L S G (30-7-381 
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ment and Valid-ihon) Bill, 1939, -vrkicli was passed bv tbe House, validated the 
GovepimeQt ordet passed earlier extending the life of the Calcutta Corporation bv 
one veai, mth a view to enabling the next elections to the Corporation to be held 
tmder the Calcatta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, whicli is due to be considered by 
the Assembly nest week and also effecting some changes in a certain section ot the 

E resent Calcatta Municipal Act, empowering the Local Government to extend the 
fe of the Corporation for a term or terms not exceeding one year m the aggregate 
The Bill was introduced by the hon Mr Suhrawardy, Labour Slinister, dii bSialf 
of the hon Nawab Khwaja Eabtdullah Bahadur, I^Iiuister for Socal Self-Govt 

The Bengal Agncultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1939, introduced bv the 
hon Mr Mukunda Behary Mttlltck, sought to remedy certain defects m the present 
Debtors Act It was referred to a Select Committee 

The House was considermg the Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) Bill, 1939, 
introduced by the hon Sir Bijoy Prasad Stngh Roy, which soiiaht to introduce 
certam changes m the existmg Tenancy Act in the matter of a lancT-lord’s claim for 
an increase m rent, when the Assembly adjourned till the 3rd April 


BEXGAIi MOSET-nEXDEKS BlLI. 

3rd &. 4th APRIL — ^The hon Nawab Musharaff Hassatn moved that the 
Bengal SIoney-Lenders Bill, as reported by the Select Committee, he taken into 
consideration The Bill, as it emerged from the Select Committee, was given a 
mixed reception on the door of the House Mr D P Khattart, representative of the 
Indian Chamber of Commerce, said that when the Bill had been ongmallv mtroduced 
bv the Government, it was hbe a useful horse and when it emerged from the Select Com- 
mittee, it was like a ferocious tiger According to Mr Ehaitan, the Select Com- 
mittee had changed the fundamental character of the measure Opposing the mohou 
for consideration, Jlr Tl' C Wcrdstborth, on behalf of the European Group, urged 
that the Bill should be recommitted to the Select Committee. He maintained that 
the measure would give a deathblow to co-operative credit in Bengal Mr .Afidnl 
Baf (Ministerialist Partj) supported the motion for consideraHon and said that the 
Bill would go a long way in affordmg protection to_ the agncultunsts who weie 
hard oppressed bv money-lenders and capitalists Next dav, the 4th Apnl, the 
Hon’ble Speaker, Mr Azizul Hug, gave lus ruhns, regaidmg the question raisecl bj 
Mr D P Khaxtan, to the effect that the provincial legislature was not competent 
to legislate m relation to banks, corporations or promissory notes 'md tneietore 
some of the provisions of the Bengal Money Lenders Bill weie bevond the powers 
of anv provincial legislatures The Speaker held that tlus Assembly was fullv com- 
petent to leaislate oh monev lendmg and to mclude banks, co_^orations or piomissoiy 
notes m dealing with monej -lending and monev-lenders The Speakei ''(Idea that 
his remarks were onlv about the general aspects of the bill and theie weie probaDii 
some piovisions m the bill which looked as if the House was tienching into regions 
where it had no right to go But this might be discussed at a latex stage when the 
specific issues would be taken into consideration After the Speakers r^hng, me 
amendment moved, on behalf of the Euiopean Group, bv Mr Cttrits Mtller fox 
recommitting the Bill to a Select Committee vas lost without a division Ihe 
amendment was supported bv the Independent Nationalist Pai tv The amendmems 
standing in the name of several members of the Congress Partv ueie not tpoyed 
Ml Whitehead (European Group) supportmg the amendment, mmed on behalf ot 
his party for recommitting the Bill to a Select Committee, criticised the recommenda- 
tions of the Select Committee for including ‘promissoiy notes’, banks and tramng 
corporations’ The Speaker contended that the Bill would give a death-blow to the 
co-operative credit m Bennal After Mr Suhraivardy, Labour SLnister, bad spoken, 
Nauab Musharaff Hossam explained the various piovisions of the Bill and -iskM 
the European Group to withdraw their amendment The Chief hlimstex, Mr A A 
Fazlul Hug assured the European Group that their view-pomts would recoie due 
consideration at the hands of the Government He also assured memheis belong- 
ing to other parties, that the Government would carefully consider their 
also as reflected in the large number of amendments tabled hv them He toW 
House that although the Government in consultaton wth the Co'^lition Pa^ 
(supporters of the Government) had brought forward this Bill in ^pon.-e o 
popular demand for protecting the poor peasants and agncnltunsts again^ 
excessive intes of intarest tiarged by monev-lende^, they jrere 
cortsider the new-pomts of every section of the House Although the 
P^ty irere in a mnjoiity in the House, ttey vrere not unmindful of th^ lespo 
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3 The Hon’ble Mr D K Mehta 
Munster of Finance d. Law (30-7-38) 

4 The Hon’ble Mr S V Gokhalc 
Mnnsfer of Revenue and Education 
(J0-7-3S) 

5 Ihe Hon ble Mr C J Bharuka, 
Minister of Industries and Public Works, 
(30-7-38) 


Numerelal Strength of Parties 


Congress 

73 

Independent 

17 

United 

3 

Muslim League 

10 


105 

Unattached 

7 

*" > 

112 


Government of Orissa" 

'Governor 


Sir John Austen Hubback, iccsr, 
ICS, {Appointed April 1, 1037) 

Connell of Ministers (Congiess) 

‘ 'Tl) The Hon’blo fen Bjs« anath Das, jj A , 
HI, [Homo & Finance) Prime Minister 

(2) The Hon’bic Su Nityananda Kaniin- 
go, n A B Ij , {Revenue, Public Woiks 
and Development) 

(3) The Hon'ble Sri Bodhram Dube, 
jf A , BB, {Education, Law, Commerce 
and Labour and Local Self Government) 

Parliamentary Secretanes 

(1) Sri Jiduraoni Mangaia], BSo (Nal) 
{Finance <£ Publicity) 

(3) Sii Jagannath Misra, BA., eb, 
{Revenue d. Public Works) 

(3) fen Bajkishore Bose, {Education, 
Local Self-Government and Law, Com- 
merce & Labour) 

Numerical Strength of Parties 

Congress 36’' 

Opposition 23t 

Totarj~ro 

^ This excludes the fepeaker-^hO'ivas 
returned on Congress ticket 

t One of the members having died the 
•present number is 22 

There are two party groups— the Con- 
g!^egs pally and the National party consis- 
tihg of 33 and. 13 metnbeis respectively 
’and two other parties called the All 
Onssa United Party and the Independent 
party consisting of one member each in 
this Assembly 

^ Government of Sind 

' Governor 

Su Lancelot Giaham, E c s r , E C,I.E , 
lOS / 


Council of Ministers 

1 The Hon’ble N B Allah Bikhsh 
Muhammad Umoi Ocf, [Finance, 
Excise and Industries Departments) 

2 The Hon’ble feir Ghulam Ilussam 
Hidayatiillah, kcsi, {Homs, Gena at. 
Legal, Political and Miscellaneous De- 
partment'-) 

3 The Hon’ble Mr Nihthddas C 
Vazirani {Public Woils, Pubite Health 
and Medical Depat tment'-) 

4 The Hon’ble Mri BuikIcIi Ah Klian 
Tailur (Revenue Depai tment) 

5 'Ihc Ilon’blc Pu lllalu Bakhsh 

Nan izali, - r — 

b The Doiilat- 

ram {Agn tennary 

Deparimen u) , d 

* 7 

Parharaenfary SecFetaries 

(1) Mr Abdul Salai Pineada ^ 

(2) Rao feaheb GokaTdas McWaldas 

(1) JOian Bahadiif^A K Gabol 

Numerical Strength of Parties 
In AssnuEiy 


Government supporter^ — 

Independents 20 

Hindu Independent Partj 10 

European Gioup 6 

Independent 

Baluch Paity 5 

Total 33 

Opposition — 

Congress 10 

Muslim League 8 

Independents 1 

Total 19 

No Paity — 2 


N W Frontier Government 

Governor 

His Excellency Su George 

Oiinningham, kcsi, kcie, obe 

Conncil of Ministers 

The Hon’ble Dr Khan fealub— Chief 
Mintster—Lnvr and Ordei, Medical, P 
W D , Irngation 

The Hon’ble Quazi Atanllah Khan 
Bt, BEE , — Education J/nustci — Edu- 
cation, Revenue, Local feelf-Gorernment 

The Hon’bic Khan Mohammad Abbas 
Khnn— Industries Minister— Agriculture, 
Industries, Forests 

-The Ilon’blc Lala Bhanpi Ram Gandhi, 
ba, be b ,— ifinfstcr for Finance— 
Finance, Legislation 
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THE MONEY-LENDERS BILL 


101 


Ap-iit from being anti-nationil and nnti-dcmoeratic. be siid tin, ^ 

all reason, to all commonsense, to all justice and fairplaj and it was pk ihtc 1 to 
nreiudice the grontb of cimI consuousness and the expansion of ruic frci'doni Mr 
lose cited facts and figures to show that men like the present Prime Minister wtro 
retuincd to the Calcutta Coipoiation under the sj stem of joint clcetoratc% under u hi. li 
also the pen enta^e of Muslim appointments and grants to Muslim institutions had 
incicased bTSl and bounds and it was possible for Muslim ^uduLates to scaire 

the largest numkr of aotes among candidates and for feurcmlS-Ph 

Tn oondiision Ml Bose said The noble edifice Oiat the late bir burennrana u 
BanSe elected on the foundations of mutual Ime mutual toleration and "lutua .o 
nnoratmuilMU SOU' ht to be ra/ed to the ground and in its place a mi=ei iblc stnu 
tuie IS sought to be laised, based on foundations of mutual suspicion mutual 
and mutual unhealthy nvalr^ We mav lose m this House, I Iniow mc a e faio 

rhT i «o4s„rr„‘« .’s! '’ST,; 

letomd to us in the most contemjituous language calling . t, 

K'p"4S 0 lS“!S hidTcn ,c„p.cd ,s ^..-.1 to 

fSS’SdM 

S aTnudS bf ”“™. '«« “>' "-“"iSl 

gning icpresentatioii to '™f^TeXld unkss^ 

that scpaiate electoiates ^*7,, i,p rcnlacedba ana other sastem 

agi cement, decided that separate etotorae ^ moment not mcrelj in Bcm.il 

IffWSy .<™ tbo be. .adse. .( 

ZC.™ pnased by .he Assort!, by D8 '’.“L'iSn KSl 

the Independent Schi^uled Caste Partj, members o c iraliur Rahmon, 

Ml Nausher Ah, 'vere member, of the 

aoted against the passage of the Bill ^lose aviio suppor^.^^ niemlicr Tlic Kndiak 
Coalition Paity and Euiopean gaoup and one I „h,,iiall along had been working 
Pioja Part}, consisting inostla £ adjourn^ till tiie Hth Maa 

Wth the Opposition, lemaincd neutral The AsscmDij mu* jc 

The Be-xg an Mosr\-EnyDErP Bn e 
drt MAY -m S'", b'i 

the 17th Maj * p members to hold di=cu“ioasoi 

was adjourning the House ^ ^ k™ unable to do in aicw of the rcoc s 

.» ■»« oa,m!Grt.,o,rroo., 

21 
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Parliamenfary Secretaries 

Khan Abdul Ghafur Blhan, Bar-at-law — 
Parhamentary Secretary to the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister 

(u) Eai Bahadur Lala Chiman Lai, 
BA, L L B — Parhamentary Secretary to 
the Hon’ble Minister for Education 

(ill) Kian Amir Mahammad Elhan — 
Parhamentary Secretary to the Hon’ble 
Minister for Industrfes 

(iv) Arbab Abdul Ghafoor Khan — 
Parhamentary Secretary to the Hon’ble 
Minister for Finance, 

Numerical Sttength ol Parties 

1 Congrpre ^ 21 

2 Muslim Lea'gueA;' 10 

3 Fro^ker Katioh^l^sKFarty 5 

4. HinWSikh Nationalist Party 4 


^ . If Total 40 

Federal Cpurt of India 

Chief Justice^ o/‘/udta— Sir Mauiice 
Gwyer, ' 3Si 

Judges— Mr M E Jayakar 

Sir^Shah Sulaiman kt 
Sir 'A Krislinasirami Iyer 
Advocate-General of India — Sir 

Brojendra Mitter, K c s i 

Chief Justices (High Court) 

Calcutta—'G.ou, Sir Harold 

Derbj shire, KC 
Bombay — Hon Sir John Beaumont, k C 
jlfo draa— Hon Lionel Leach 
Patna — ^Hon A T Harries, k c 
Allahabad — Sir John Thom, Kt 
Nagpur — Sir Gilbert Stone 
Oudh {Chief Court) — Hon G H 

Thomas 

Panjab— 'Ron Sir Douglas Young Kt. 
s Puisne Judges (High CJourt) 
•jCalcntta 

Hon Sir Leonard J Costello 
„ „ J Lort-Williams 

, - « R E Jack 

Hon Sir S K Ghosh 

' „ H B Panckridge 

” ” D C Paterson 

” ” T Amir All 

” ” 0 Bartley 

” ” G D" McNair 

” ” S Nasim Ah 

” ” Af G E Handerson 

” "EG Mitter 

” ” N G A Edeely 

” ” B B Mukeriee 

” ”00 BiSiras 

” ” N A ,Khundakar 


” ” A N Sen 

” ” F E Lodge 

Bombay 

Hon Mr 0 P Blackwell 

” ” S S Eangnekar 

„ „ E S Bromfield 

, „ B J. Wadia 

a „ H J Kama 

, , N J Wadia 

, „ H V Diretia 

„ „ A S R hlaclin 

r, „ K B Wassoodew 

J, „ K O Sen f 

„ „ N G Engineer" 

„ „ M A Som]! 

„ „ D E. Norman 

„ „ G- N Thakore 

Patna 


Hon Mr A W E Wort 
„ „ S Fazli All 

„ „ J F W James 

Sir Khaja M Noor 
„ Ml T"F W James 
n „ S V Dhavle 

„ „ C M Agarwala 

„ „ S P Varraa 

„ „ F G Rowland 

„ „ F Manoharlal 

„ „ b C Chatterjee 


Lahore 

Hon Sir J Addison 
Hon Mr Bakshi Tek Ohand 
” ” Kanwar Dalip Singh 

” J H Monroe - 
” F W Skemp 
” M V Bhide 
” Abdul Eashid 
” S Dm Mahomed 
” Blacker 

” Eamlal Dewan • . 

” Becket 


IJ 

» 

)) 

1 ) 






Horn! 


JT 


Madras 


— Venkatasubha Eao 
.Mfcf' C Madhavan Nair 
S Varadachar 
„ V Panduranga Eao 

A J Burn 
„ A. J King 

„ F. G Gentle 

„ K' P Lakhsmaua Eao 

„ V Mockett 

„ S Wordsworth 

„ NS Menon 

J C Stodard 

„ P Yenkataramna Eao 

F W Gentle 


L. 0. Horwill 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [oiicmrA- 

Govamibr ttis neeatned bv to 7^ 

IeDde,STO,A“eto Sm ™d "“""f 1? « riomy 

SoShVo? " ttv ^“pSiSi f 

; rtpuhtPd to help tte s Jalm? doop^detofSTrom & pomroT^Sw'S h5 
TTelcomed the diflerent piorisions of this BiU Exit to-dav a sifrnnL hnil ^ “ 

fte IStb May, bj 116 votes to 6S, the Assembly accepted the amendment moved bv Mr’ 

scheduled ™d notified banks W tS rarTtltv of 

™f Sr ^''h '■■= IhdeptndeorSehrfa™^^ 

xarty voteci against Mr buhratvardj s amendment which wit! minnortivJ hh- n,a 

p.'eEoP'ff&rNe^'f .f' snooty"™ F»'ly ejeept ope, Sffi JL 

a? Pait\ Some amount of heat was impoxted into 

ivhen Mr Adu Enssam Sircar (Knshab Proja) while opposing the 
Government amendment, remarked that it now appeared that Mr Suhiawardy was 
the keeper of the conscience of the Ckjalition Party The C/ne/ Ifmtsfe? intervened 
and remai^ked that it had been decided by the Cabinet and the Coalition Paitv to 
_ conduct the discussion in a spmt of compromise (Question fiom Opposition benches 
Compiomise vnth iThom ?) But tbit day and the pievious day attacks had been 

Coalition party, and now he would like to warn Mr 
biTcai that if such attacks were made, they knew how to lepel them, and how to level 
, coanter-atuacks (Aoplause from the CoAition benches) The House then adiourS 
^ Y’ accepted by 106 to 60 votes, the GovernmeM 

co-operative societies, life insurance companies, mutual insurance 
companies, piovident insuiance societies, and iirovident societies from flip 

1 ,-chedided Caste Parties voted against the Government amendment Those who 
mippoited 'the amendment included members of the Coalition Party the 

i'Sfday 'S'e 23 rrMai® Hindu Nation^st Pmty and the Anglo-Indian member < 
s if ^ House fccussed the short notice amendment of ' 

xlr H ^ Suhrawardyseeiang to exclude the Loans advanced foi the purchase 

operation of the BiU Along witl? it was 
ff amendment of Di Nahnahsaya Sanyal fixing “the rMe of 
^eifet on such loans and restricting the loans advanced by the Bulldin"- Societies 
The House was apparently confused over the matter and' the Speale% admurn^ 
connection the ^eaker observed that the business of the 
House was piogressiug very slonlj He suggested that it would be better to 
rSaS^tf thfn’flf ms^c*** the Government might come to a decision, with 

SVtion S tT^Mf expedite the con- 

the bill After all, tMs was a strain on the depaitment Mr H S 

leplied that he would place the Government view on the next dav 

the Government that they had 
jwed on agenda all the amendments that they wanted to move But the 
1 bring forwaid fresh amendments or modify the ones given 

criticisms made on the floor of tJie House, especially in rSarc* 
to a Bill of such a complicated natuie Tlie House then adjourned ^ the n“i^aj 



^ Proceedings of the Bengal Council 

Budget Sesdon-Calcutla-Sth February to 28 th Jooe 1939 

. *7110 n 1 t. ^^'oK-omcuL EESOLTmoss 

Caleutt-x on Legisktive Council commenced it 

sunt Sssat .5? &Tj'i 

Eose and Manhna Shnukit Ah Seal, JE Gmk Ckinflrf 

^i£^?e®Se?Xrb2!;’ SteTt ^ 

'•BHied the Goiernment to absorb those Arho resolutions One of these 

settlemSt TvS' m va^lo1ls «emS 

' lecrinting nen hands m vanoiis lcm^^ them pre- 

^e ^her resolution uiged the Goieinment fn loUf^ Government 

'.M % diffaent lailwavl to mssenlis ^ taxon tickets sold 

occr^wn of the solar and lunL echpsi aS J^^aivadwip on the 

to |he local municipality m older to ^able them the proceeds tteiefrom 

ca^^lionarv sanitary and conservancy measnres for ae Jfare”S ae'pdSmf P""’ 

IsDiAjf PirASNrsG Committee 

^"U'^sefnnrufiii.nossroi S 

absence of enj pieeise mforantron “ to the mo, J In a5 

teVnS Bat'USe? l?.f ri-W "4“ ■‘‘™“"e=W 

fnaS^S W O'™ ■ “lo f2 a„S 

OFFimi, Bnxs 

MS9 ^SeEeieiSSei^lm Sas^d consider official busi- 

'tenancy Second Amendment) Bill of 193S n<iqaori^f’ Bengal 

pomt S LS MahS cS? tr® be tafen 

€hoiLdh7inj oiBintosh said that undei the’ rules at ^f<^nmatha Nath Boy 

mohon should be given to the Houv.p E„f notice of a 

had not been fulfilled Sir B P Vn’n/f .ffoif said conditions of the lules 
bv -the Pi;esident on moie than om occaim m Ihe^l?'' 
being a'^Bister who was not a member of fte Hncp,- l"bn^«ed that 

possible for him to give notice of the motion till House, it had not been 

fiist met Hehoped^tbat the SeSfeS id rS™t? ^ Council 

iptance also and allow him to move his motion The ?i present 

that relaxation of the nile had been made m the nnet ■P^r’estdent, while admitting 
thatin the mesent case he was not goin^i do^ so Tni?f occasions, ruled 
more stiessed the desirabihty of the Unnef House W,n^! '^o^’^ection, he once 
the Cabinet The Council t&n adiourueF t,ii a its lepiesentatives m 

ae Hm’Me »™„4 “SwVSSf ^ ed ?hfkb?T, 

’■ be taken into consideiation The BiH Eepealing and 

House es passed by tte Assembly m .be llsrsessl^' 1SeT„u?e'U“S„2ed“‘“ 

HECRCITMEIfT TO IXDIAK SERVICES 

iindei resolution deciding, 

Sbe=SLlS“Ss t Sshui. 

detate quofe fo, ,be ,ecsm,„enf o? B'S’gy^kSl’„r KU €ddtas..®2d" 



Baraundha, Ea]a of 
Banya, Eaja of 
Bhor, Pant Sachiv of 
Chotta Udaipur, Ea]a of 
Danta, Maharana of 
Dharampur, Ea]a of 
Dhrol, Tha^r Saheb of 
Jawhar, Eaja of 
Kalahandi, Eaja of 
Kenk Tung, Sawbawa of 
Khilcbipur, Eao Bahadur of 
Kisban & Socotra, Sultan of 
Leha], Sultan of 
Limdi, Thakur Sabeb of 
Loharu, Nawab of 
Lunawada, Ea]a of 
Maihar, ESja of 
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Mayurbhaii], Mahaiaja of 
Mong Nai, Sawbawa of 
Miidhol, Ea]a of 
Nagod, Ea]a of 
Palitana, Thakur Saheb of 
Patna, Mahaiaja of 
Ea]kot, Thakur Saheb of 
Sachin, Kawab of 
Sangli, Chief of 
Sant, Ea]a of 
Savantiadi, Sardeasi of 
Sahapiir, Ea3a of 
Shehr & Mokalla, Sultan of 
Sonnur, Maharaja of ^ 
Waohwan, Thakur Saheb of 
Wankaner, Eaja^Baheb of 
Yawnghwe, Sawbwa of 
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other communihcs-in -ill branches of ci\il ns a\cll ns defenrc tcnircs under the 
India Go\ eminent An nmendinent, inoned on hehnlf of the Con rc -> b\ 

Ml Kammt Kumar Dutta, Lender of the Opposilion, nhich ojipo el the i(k i ot'" 
fixation of nnj quota, nas negatned by tlie House -nifhout nn\ dni=ion onl\ 
membeis of the Gongicss Pnitj supporting the nmendinent EmiI unin,, the 1,0 irn- 
ment point of view, the Home Minis'ci, Sir Nazimuddin, s ml tint the siihjt t- 
matter of this resolution nas not primniih the concern of the Btivd Gtntrn 
ment and, theiefoie this Goveinment Ind dcLidcd not to tnke nn\ put in tin.-, 
debate oi express nny opinion on this subjcct-inntter init lht\ would forwnnl n 
copjofthe proceedings of the House to the Got eminent if the resolution w 's 
passed by the House 

DlVELOPMEST or StLT IXDLSTIIX 

The House next adopted without nnj dnision n icsohitioii of the Con 're s 
Pnity deciding to piesent nn nddicss to H E the (lotcmor, tliioii,.h the ' 
Piesident of theCouutil, expiessing the opinion that with ii mow to cmoiiri_ui„ 
indigenous mnnufactuie of salt and the deicloiiment of the salt uidm-iri iii Btit, 

It was essential that the salt excise ineicntuc (Icj ailment lie not tri'i-fouc<l fruu 
the Goiernment of Bengal to the Central Goiernmcnt and to iuo\c the pro, « 
autnonties concerned in this behalf ^ 

IMEOPT Duties o\ Eict • 

Another non-official lesolution, moicd by a Mu'-hni member of the Ihnisfca dist 
Paitj, which wanted to pi CBcnt an addio'-s to thcGoicinor txiuc^eini, tlicoiiiuou 
that his Excellency should more the authorities coiuciiictl toiikc-ti,s to iiiij-o i 
impoit duties on rice and paddj impoitcd fiom forciun lountnta w i- withdiiwu* ' 
aftei non-official membeis had stionglv objected to the imiiOHitioii of '■mh ui imiKut 
duty and after the Finance Minister had iiointed out that it would be imiiiportum 
ontheiipait to pass such a lesohition at this stage bciau'-o is ivas ekir from 
the statement made by bn Zafiullah Khan in the Contial \sHmhl\ the qiie-mu 
of the Indo-Buima ti ado agreement was icceniiiK the actnc rniisuWanou of tha 
Cciitial Goieinment The Council then ndjomncd till the IClIi Iclinian whni 
the Hon Mi N R Sarkar, in picsenting the budget csiimalos of the (.(ncrniiif nt 
foi 1919-40, made sonic comments on the picsent (ondition and oiitiiKih for truh 
on which the economic pi ospentx of the ProMiitc, iiKluding that of tlie Goicrnnicnt’s 
exchcquei, was \eiy matcnally dependent 

Relief fop thf Poop Bili 

20th rEBUUARY — The Counc il passed to daj a non offit i il Bill to prox hIc 
relief for the pooi iii ruial paits and the uncmiiloxeJ The Bill will depend for its- 
woiking on the collection of funds on a chant ible sasteiii whuli will be mauued 
by a committee consisting of membeiB of Union Boauls with such others as iuix'Ik' 
coopted The House accepted a lesolutiou moxed In Dr Padhat umud ilwUrju 
ciiticising the Miiiistiy for not haring taken anj action on the rejort qf a Spcmil 
Committee set up foi the conduct of the business of the House 

General Discossioi or Budopt 

21st to 28th FEBRUARY —The general discussion on the nudc,et roiiiiociKcd on 
the 2l8t Peb Opening the discussion, Di Radha Kumnd Mu! kcrjct. olntncd 
that the Budget that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister hid picscntcd w is nioic like I'u 
budget of an accountant than that of a statosmin The Bengal (joxcriimonf bmLtf 
had shown that it had haidly undergone nnj change m its diaraitcr in coii'-ccjiic ii o 
of the Goxeinment of India Act, 1935 Its bud_et w is still the child of fie old 
Older which had not yet yielded its place to the new, the product of the jcoplc 
What fiitiue could theic be foi a country on tlic basis of i 3 percent li!cr"cx and a 
3 annas ciaih income per head ? Whit futiuc could there be for Bengal when 1 cr 
basic key-industry of agiiculUire, on which dej>endcd two tliircK of her i>o|'ula'ion 
about 33 millions, was 'Tiaidly an economic conccni ? It w is mipo ^iblc to iiiiild nji 
the countiy on the bisis of mass illitcracv and insohciit pca'antrx Next cla\, ihc 
22nil Februarv Mr Kammt Kumtti Rutt, Lender of the Congress Pirn, cicalin,^ wi.h . 
the budget said, “rbe problem of Bengal to-dax is not the pmulcm j f ti c j^il < c 
or jails, It IS the pioblem of hunger,— of sfarxation, of s^nii-siarration sapping ilic 
xiiahty of the nation The problem of Bengal further is a problem ot lie cylu itcd 
middle-classes who in spite of decent education do not know hoxx to earn a lung 
xxage Ihe problem of Bengal is the problem of ilhteracx and ag^culuiril bi 1- 
xxardness” Prof Humayum ^a6ir said that it xxas i striking feature in the rexe- 
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mties might rrahse the stupiditj of their action in standing fcparatc from cacli o.l c- 
He maintained that their fahation lay in the ^ 1 ^ of ,ntcrt ^ of 

t Ills speech on the neU dn Uic 2!tli Mas 

Prof Kabir reiterated his opinion that separate electorate afforded no i roti'. uo-i u\ 
the minonty community and pleaded for the acceptaiue of Inffomida vhlKro 
\ided for loint electorates i\ith tlie condition that crerj successful rniiihd le ‘-1 mild 
f %st tnentj-fiie per cent of the lotes cast borhl^ the lllmh!: nul lE 

Humayun Kabir said that it i\as the first dut^ of the {.oiunmini 
to do eym thing nhich promoted good relationship betneen tlic diflcrcnt lonmin- 
nities He appealed to the Chief M.nistei as the hkad ol thlVZn,ZT, otTo do 
anything atIucIi might accentuate the differences existing lietvccn the tno t n a 
communities Intenemng in the debate, the Chief Minister" Mr A A' pLhd y/k 
kff put himself fonvard as a Congress candidate But some 

iH’ Congiess suppoitcd the caiidiilatnrt of in', ru d, 

support of the othci 'atioii There na'. 
no need for hm to sign any Congiess creed, betau^e at that time he n is dre ah a 
member of the Con^gress (ironical cheers from the Opposition) 11c had been -o for 
moie than ttrentv-fiie years But latei he seieicd Ins lonnctiion niih the f-uivn s 
along \«th Mr Annafi, the late Mi il/o/iomed the late Mr Son/nf ^t/t mi 1 
Other B because they were thoionghlx conamced that the Congress MasindulLip ju 
communally of the at orst kind ” (CVics of question’, question', from tlie 
benches) The Chief Minister said that undei the present circuia^^t uiec*' in Indit, 
separate electorates for the rariouB communities were the on!> soliiiioii At the pn-^. ni 
moment, he remarked, the opinions of diflcicnt communities \\cte®o shanda (Inidiai 
and prejudices a\ ere so strong in the mind of one communita a_ unst nnoilitr th it 
there could be no alternatne to scpai ate electorates He as'-erted that the Bill mmhl 
yt be acceptable to Calcutta Hindus but it aaas accejitable to Hindus outside C ih utta 
Kegarding threats of cia il disobedience, he said that if inj nnronstitutionai agitation 
a\ as stai ted, they would knon how to meet the situation llcdccluetl tint ilic Con 
giess administiation of the affurs of the Corporation had been most 1 imcnt ibh and the 
Hme had come to set matters right At this stage, there neic interruptions from the 
Oppoyon and the Chief Minister flared up and said AVc naut to turn llic Lonwi'-s 
out ^est day, the ?5th May, the House ngicedto take the Bill into considcrition on the 
motion of the hon Blr Naltni Ranjan Barker l)r Radha Kumnd Mat ctjcc\ nund- 
ment that the Bill be cuculatcd foi the pnqose of cliciinig opinion thcicxm n '= rc..a; t(.d 
without a diMsion Altogether six speakers j artuipatcd m the debate inchuliii' tno 
Ministeis, Mr H S Suhrawardy awA'Ati Naltnt Ranjan Bari ar Mr f"irkcr"s,id 
that he pel sonall j felt that a just tieafmciit had not been meted out to tin llindns He 
said that by gi\ingthe Hindus three more elected scats it Mould he j os-i!.lo to ja. if\ 
the resentment expressed by the Hindus throughout the proimee it not tosati'-h ill 
sections of them This could bo done without in any way nflixiin,. the strength lif 
lepic^^tncs of the Muslim communiu ni the House Kcfcning to the demarel fn- 
the I Csisfiation of the Caste-Hindu Ministers Sir fcaiker said that ho diel not (oii«’ih- 
that the stage had come when the extreme stej's of lesignation should be taken The 
piousions of the Bill wcreseierely criticised by Khan Bahadur Blialh Ualtoi,Jxl lot 
of the Coalition Paity He sounded a note of w uninc to tlie Ooeernnient igain't 
me danger of the introduction of separate elatorates with rCf. ii el to the Cihiitta 
Corpoiation He stressed the necessity of satisfemg the dein imis of the Hineius b\ 
going them two oi tinee aelditional scats Mr Rajijit Pal Cl oudhum A, 

aielcomed the ‘ thieat of retaliation” held out by the Chief Miia=icr on the irceioii'. 
day, because such a thieat would compel the disintqir ited Hmdiis to coniluiie for 
the sake of self-piesei\ation The Bill was taken up for consideration cinoc he 
clause on Monday the 2Stb May when for the tlurel time the (.loeernmcnt c.| 
anofhci defeat by 21 to 20 aotes on the amendment moecd h\ Kinn .''ahih Midol 
Hamid ChoueUiury (Cbihtion) 
the number of 8 iiominaleel scats 

the Bill, in the proposed clause (b) - , ^ 

Party, the Piogiessne Party and the mmer (Coalition) \otcd for the inQ'i'Uj 
The House tlicn adjourned and ic-assemblcd on the 14lli June and rc'uni'n,, con- 
sideration of the Bill, dealt witli only one non-ofhcial amciidinciit Hckin^ to ni- 
troduce certain piincijiles on which the O’oaernmeiit ‘■hoiild fill up ih’ four iirmin I'ol 
scats in tlic Coixoialion The amendment wis, howcacr, lo-t Nevtdia the IMh 
June, a strong lejnoof that no member of the Hou-c, whether i Mini'-ter or 
else should niternipt another member avho did not give wn ac i-i admini ared ba t’ a 
hon Mr S C M/ra, President when Prof Hutnayiin A'ciarwab inicrnijittd l,\ y'j- 


ss on the amendment moacd ha Kinn .''ahih \li,'nl 
By tins amendment the Klian t-aliib 'Oimlil to icdi to 
scats to 1 as proaidcd in suli-thusp 2 oi chnte i of 
ilausc (b) Tlie Knshal-Piaji Party Ul Conjri s 
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done without ^eat difficultj,” he added Mr Schamnad did no'*'" prc^s hn« 'rut' 
m view of the sjmpatlietic speech of the Munster, mIio rcplicfl to 
points raised by the members The House then proceeded to consider the print 
for Geneial Admimstiation Sir A T Panmrsclvam, whS moicd a tohen ‘uit 
in the Demand, charged the Goaernment with being undemocratic and ‘‘mill 
partiality, unfairness to and ungentlcmanly treatment of their jwhtual ouponuits’ 
He refened in particular to the Goiernmcnt ittitiide toiiards Mi L V I’amis 
aiami Naicker Sir A T Panniiseham’s atta k on the Alinistrj ociaMoncd 
frequent interruptions and points of older fiom the rrcasury Beiuh 'Jhc hpci 
ker himself inteiicned more than once, and at one stage he dcOarwl that it ii w 
haidly consistent uith the dignity of the House to hurl allegations at tlu 
Ministers in an ofifensne mannei, exceeding all parliament ir\ "'liniils Jin 
House had not concluded the discussion when it adjourned to meet 'v, iin on 
Monday, the 20lh March uhen aftci o\ci four hoins debate itiolcd the gran! for 
Ministers and General Administration In a lengthy reph laetin_, nincti inimitt-. 
the Prime Minister ansncied the tiiticisms of the Opposition seriatim llicre uas 
nothing urong the Pnme Minister maintained m the Mmistn owing allo-iiiuc lo 
an outside authority like the Congress Hi„h Command ‘ It is on the ('’ongTC'H 
label that ue were elcchd and the electorate is entitled to expect us to fulfil the 
policies and programmes laid down by the Congic-'S High Command ” dlic Prime 
Minister obseiied that he was only soriy that the Opposition, instead of Iicmg 
thankful for the existence of an outside anthoTitv like the Congress lliuh Command 
to keep up the puiity of Paity Goicinment, had made a gnc\ incc of it Tins 
ProMnee ^111 be lucky”, he emphasised “so long as it (ontinues to be goiorncd b\ 
a Paity which will have the high ideals and principles with which our Tirty Ins at' 
piesent to act I claim that we ha\e been acting as jiibtly as it is possible for a 
Parly Goicinment to do I do not think that we hate aintliing to he sorrx for and 
anything to make a confession about” Adxcrting to the Dpposiiion s aiiaiks of 
partiality and unfairness on the pat t of the Ministry in the trealment of politnal 
opponents the Pnme Minister dicw jointed attention to the scurrilous w tilings niid 
speeches” against them ‘ Wc arc exhibiting an amount of patience, wliicli should Is 
a wonderment to the world”, the Pnme Minister said We do not want to run a 
battle with oui opponents We want to get laigo objects attained,” the Prime 
Minister added “In stnxing to attain them, wc ba\c acquired an amount of 
patience which can stand all the scurrility induced again=t us' 'Jhe I’nmc 
Ministei claimed there was haidly any rcpicssion of the Opjiositinn n.ilation But, 
he said, when opposition to Goiernmcnt had dciclopcd into atliiiltts talmlaUxl to 
rouse coramiinal hatred and make oidcilx goicrnmcut and national pro,-rc s im- 
possible, the Goieinmont had ncccssaiily to follow Ihcir jirc'-cnt jioIrx Mere 
expression of political opinion as such, he pointed out, was neicr ]>en ilwcfl nor was 

there any imidious tieatracnt of man and man, the only di-^liiiction mido luing 

between “nuisance’ and ‘expression of political oinnioii ’ 'Ihe (oninuinal irx, tlic 
Pnme Minister was disposed to think, was ijthcr oicr-donc. Wc will 1 ind o ir-, 
selves in utter hopeless retrogression if we allow it to hcvomo the daih 

fate in the Legislatuie” he declaied fen A f Paiinirsch im s attack- on 
iccent appointments to Selection Posts the Prime Minister charaetcri'-oi a- 
thoroughly unfair and unhealthy, and positnch harmful, ‘ If such dangc-o is 
mischief” was persisted in, it would lead the counirx barkwanls and 

make them less fit foi Self-Government’, he said The Prime Mini- cr 
concluded by defending the Ministei’a raent threat of rcsignalinn on 
an cxtra-Provnicial issue, following Gandhijis fast It wa- not out of mere fun 1 c 
said that they wanted to icsign ,Tmt because it would not be jxi -iblc for ilicm to 
function i£ the cnsib was not solved m n particular manner It w i- < crtamlv not to 
trouble the Opposition to take over our po=ition, he luiraoroudv adrlol Hic cm 
motion was pressed by Sit A T Panmrscham and rcjccicci by the Hoi withnit 
a division The grmt w is made in cntirctv 'Tlic demand for r»,-idauvc Dvb, - 
was next discussed and pa«cd The token ‘cut hv whuh a (Ir-u -ion v-a- rai-ol 
as to the pnvileges of the House, was m the end witlidriwn ^lxt di , the .i-t 
March Budget mants for District Administration, TaiP, \dimni-tritio.i of Ti-rc 
and Police,® verc voted The demand for Distnct yimim-'ration wa= i icj^j- d of 1 1 
kss than half an hour, the speaking being confined to die mover of the token , u 
and the Ecvenue Minister Practically the whole of Mr Pm/pu- a rej-h v s 
devotcil to the examination of the Opposition pl^ for more and mo-e comnuc ,1 
vciiTcscntation in tlie Services Mr Prakasam deorccalcd die ccasdccc i-jj of 
communal claims , and', quoting the example of Great Bntam, he -a’d tba i o 
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Chronicle of Events 

January 1939 

Chief Events TJnresfc m Orissa States Political Agent muidered — 
Eefoims announced in Kaipurtbala, Bhopal, Talcher and Hindol States — 
Viceroy’s Visits to Travancoie, Mysore and Kolhapui — No-Confidence 
motion against Sind Premier defeated — Congress Working Committee 
dehberations at Bardoli — Di Eajendia Prasad’s Eepoit on the Bengali- 
Behari Controversy — Hitch at Eajkot between the Admimstiation and the 
Pro]a Mandal Mr Jampalal Ba-jaj’s entry banned — Congress Presidential 
election S] Subhas Bose re-elected — Mahatma'’ 'Gandlrf’s statement 
acknowledging his 'defeat at Bose’snctoiy 

1st Under the''aii spices of the Madias and the Andhra Distiict Congress Com- 
mittees, ]\Ir S feiinivasa Aj engaWpiesiding at a public meeting at Tilakghat, 
obseived that by accepting ,the Federation as out-lincd in the Go\ eminent of 
Indu>^cty“We will be putting a stop to the fight foi Swaiaj’*- , 

In Ule All-India Women’s Confeience, at New Delhi, an important change in 
the constitution was made by the confeience, so as to peimit discussion, of poli- 
tical questions ' 

At Patna Mi JI A Jinnah, President of the Moslem League, - staling to 
Mahatma Gandhi’s obseiiations on the League, in the Hartjau, repeated in a 
statement that the Congress claim to be the “only body that can delnci the 
goods on behalf of the people of India” i\as pieposteious 

2nd Pandit Jawhailal Nehru, addiessiiig the All-India Students’ Confeience in 
Calcutta, warned the students against resorting to stiikes evcept foi veiy graie 
reasons He felt that students in India were pursuing a wrong path and getting 
entangled in nrong methods bv then too frequent recouise to strikes 
His Excellency the Governor of the Punjab in opening the 2Cth annual 
session of the Indian Sdenoe Congress at Lahore, dwelt on the need for India 
to produce hand of aTOikeie- eawiAo extend the boundaries of human know- 
ledge, and to deiote then lives to SiCil'fc'St of truth is gieater to day than eiei 
before” 

3rd Mr S Satyamurthi made an appeal to the Bengal Scheduled Castes to join 
the Congress, at an informal confeience of scheduled caste leaders in Calcutta 
He said, the Congress was pledged to look after the inteiests of all Indians, 
irrespective of caste and creed 'Ihe backward communities formed the bulk of, 
the population and the Congress would not neglect the cause of the minorities ‘f 
Death of Mr K' Eaman Menon, Minister for Courts and Piisons, Madras 

4th In a letter to Sj Subhas Chandia Bose, Congress President, Mr B C Chatterji 
suggested that the Congresss ideal of independence could be fulfilled if India 
become a partner in a federation of the British Empiie 
5th Ml Jinnah, replying ’to Pandit' Jawhar Lai Nehm’s offer of inquiry' into 
the complaints of the Jlbslem League against the Congress Goieinments, 
said in a statement, that if Pandit Nehru was really earnest about it he should 
communicate to him (Mr Jinnah) what would be the sanction behind the 
proposed inquiry 

'The Sind Assembly granted pcimission to Mr G M Syed to move his 
motion of no-confidence against Khan Bahadur Alla Bux, the Premier 
Major R L Bazalgette, Politrcal Agent, Orissa States was killed bj a 
mob in Banpui State, in Orissa , 

At a Moslem meeting in Madras, whether the Congress and the Moslem 
League could unite was discussed at Triplicane held in connexion with 
‘ Mmiomed Ah Day” 

6th 'In the U P Assembly, Mr Hotilal Agarwal raised a question regarding 
the demonstrations organized bj the Moslem League on the occasion of the 
tours of the two Moslem Ministers of the Congress Government 
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cbeis Mho seemed to bo more inteicstcd m mone% then in the cduennon of cliiUren 
Wemubtgetoutof tlnsrut” heiugcd The hon Mr C J V^rlcy 
Mmibtei, followed Mith i lengthy sprech on Muslim education ricrMliing po ihk 

cduc-itiomi uplift of this umimimiU 'Jhe 
Mimstei spoke also about the Mardha Scheme of education and the comimhopt 
studj of Hindustani in secondary schools and defended the Goiernmuit s poh.c m 
this icspcct 0\cr an houi was taken up in the dis. iMion of a point of ordcnri-, 
ing tiom the Spc'ikei s insistence on the members ‘iddrc-sing the lloii&c in 1 nulidi 
giving the substance of tlieir rem uks in oric oi othci of the Iiulnn tin \ rt 

con 1 Cl sail t with foi the benefit of the non-English knowing member- 'riio hneil.r 
Mound up the dob ito iiith an C'diauslnc stitcinent of tiic position and a rulinL tha* if 
waspcifcctly piopei on his part in directing tint eierj mcniher who spoke in I n li-h 
slioiild, befoie lesuming his scat, accommodate the non-Lnghdi knowing members li\ 
speaking foi a few minutes m Tamil, 'Icliigiim llmdiist mi so tint ihc business of i 
multi-linginl House might be earned on with gicatcr cfiuicnn and to the -uisfi, 
tion of eici j bodj Nett daj, the 25th March the BmEct demands for 'Mnlir al 
and Public He ilth weie granted A piolongal deb itc took place on lokeii ‘cut’ mo 
kons intended to elucidate the polity of the (lOicinmcnt m the two dc]' irfmeiifc 
The Minister put in a ngoious defence of the Goicinmcnt sehemes of reoigmis itmii 
in the Medical and Public Health administiation with paitimlar rcferciite (o the 
standardisation of education the extension of thchoiioran mcdinl sistem, ihenilir 
gement of the nuising seiiKc, and nnal heilih work Dr Rajmi duoted a gn it 
deal of attention to answciingciitidsms of the illc_ed antipitln of the (lOienimuit 
in regard to indigenous sistcms of medutne iiid toi\j>osmg "the mis<lnc\oiis attem- 
pts of intoiestcd poisons to disaedit the Gov cinment ” ‘•Ihiic IS no use Hiking lii„ 
in matteis of medic me , and patiiotism and sciitmient shoiiM noloicrndc 1011111101” 
sense and icasoii the Mimstci obseiicd , and he a-Mircd the iloiisc tint t!ic (nmni 
ment weic dwajs picpaicd to cncouiagc the idciiiicinenl of indigenous scbtcms to 
the extent possible l)i Kajin’s remuks on the woi king of the hononiw sesem 
weie intended to dispel the apptchcnsion of ciitics tint the stuidiid of cfliiKtio and 
sen ICC in hospitals stood to suflei h% Ihc replacement of Paid men In hononriis 
The Ministct emphatic illj icpudiitcd the accusation mide In one or two members 
in this icspcct and maintained tint api>omtccs to lionorarj jiosts nerc all ineti of 
high qualifications and appioicd ment and that no conbulcrations of (a=te, crcol or 
coloui eiei weighed with the Go\einmciit in nnkiiu tlie sdeeiions The ciit'motioiih 
were readilj withdiawn by the icbpcctnc nio'crs and the giants asked for were made 
in full The House then adjouincil till Alomln the 27tJi March, when it gruitcsl 
the demands undci the heads Agiieultiire, \ctennira uid Co operatne .‘^peaking on 
the Co opciatnc demand, the non Mi K f' Gin chimed that the Co operatne 
moiemcnt had now tinned the coinci and he felt conlident tint with the lonniuiol 


Buppoit of non-olficnls. It would glow horn stiength to strength ^hc^c^o^m^\ 
demand was passed 111 a tine, no membci ii-iiig to mote a ‘nit’ flic Pcia.ui, Vtn - 
for announced, duung the discussion on buiqilcmcnt irj grants tiic Goicminejit s in- 
tention to appoint a Committee to go into the question ol the Malabar Land Tenure. 
Next da), the 28Ui March, a dcdaiation of the Cioicrnmnit s attitude towards si ^ m- 
Btiikcs was made ba the Prime Mmi&ter dining the dibalc on Iiidubtiial and I iho ir 
Pohc) Stay-in sliikes the Prime Minister obseracd, Mrtuall) constituted forvildc 
occupation of picmiscs and forcible possession of marluncn ^^Kh inc'hods in his 
\iew, wcic a mocker) of non-aiolencc andcontnrv to the spirit of collrclne bir,-ai- 
ning fata) -in-sti i’^es avcie nothing short of tnil disobcdicnec of Goaniment ordert- 
and It could not, in the least, be permitted St Hiding at die gates of the premis'-s 
so as to pieacnt ingiess and cgre=s, Ijing acro== the dine and otherwise nlo kin,, 
the wa), weic in no sense peaceful puketiiiu, the Prime Minisicr iir,.^ ‘‘\nd 
long as Labour Icadeis cinnot guaiantcc peaceful piekctirit-”, he dolinsl “J do no* 
hesitate to sa\ the Police are bound to bo -ent there to preserve law ai d order It 
IS difhcuH foi me to submit to a polua avliich will iinohc plnsual \ioltiuc ef an\ 
kind” The ]?rimc Munster added "So long ns wc have die s\-'cm b) whn i 

Capital and Labom both pi is then pait in production, it is aiisoIutGa c cnt'al for 

ns to sccmc tiiist and confidence on both side- and ilcal pistn and furls with i' '1 
odiei ” A note of warning to tlic Labour Icadc"- avis ui(t"CM bs die Pinic 

Minister in clobing “If, before we arc able to mlroduee md c t ildish a ness o"<'-rir 

our counlrs, we proceed in the manner m wliuh we base b^,i pri> 001111^, svhie 1 Pr-.s 
nltogeihei to want of confidence on the part of Cipital, wlni will 1 aj i s ptc', e' 
and greatci uncmplosi ment in otii countrs I will be sorn to s;c the mills elr a ,, 
down foi )vant of tntst either in the Gotemment or ui Labour He ap|sja!t'J fo' 
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THE INDIAN ANNUAL EEGISTEE [ 6 jasuae'e ’39— 

On tbe recommend'itions of tbe Wedgwood Committee’s report, the Eadway 
Board made fuitier decisions regarding tbe acceleration of passenger trains 
and adiertising campaigns particularly in tbe Ternacular press, to attract more 
tbiid class passengeis 

Mr A K Chanda, presiding over tbe 17tb session of the All-Assam 
Ministerial officeis’ Conference, held at Habigan], warned against ‘‘Communalism 
and various otbei similar nariow^creeds that aie eating into tbe vitals of our 
nation and bampeiing its full growth” 

7tb Tbe Madras Presidency Students’ Conference was held at tbe All-India 

- Kbadi and Swadeshi Exhibition grounds (Madras) under tbe presidency of 
Mr N G Eanga , , , 

The Woiking C-ommittee of the All-India Students’ Federation decided to 
declaie a general strike in all schools and colleges in the country on January 
26tb if that dav were not declared a holiday, being Independence Day 
Mahatma Gandhi, m an article in the Hartjan, wrote, “I must refuse to be- 
lieve that the Gennans, as a nation, hare no heart They will some day or 
other rebel against -fheir own adored hero if he does not wake up betimes” He 
also wrote in the Sanjan, “what Eajkot could do in three months every State 
can do if the people 'show the qualities .that the people of Eajkot have shown” 

8tli The Talcher Durbar (Orissa) issued a statement enumerating the various 
reforms effected in the administration of the State and the measures aindei taken to 
inrorove the condition of the States’ people 
In tbe'Oentral Assembly, the rension of the Goieinment’s Frontier policv and 
the immediate withdrawal of India from the League of Nations were urged in 
two'rescdutions given notice of by the Congiess Party, foi the Budget Session 
Pandiff'Jawhar Lai Nehiu, in a statement m Allahabad, replying to Mr M A 
Jinnah, suggested the institution of an impaitial inquiry by men, piefeiablv not 
connected with Congiess or Moslem League politics, into the specific charges 
against Congress Governments by the Moslem League 

9th In New Delhi, for the first time there was a conference of the Presidents and 
Deputy Piesidents of the provincial Legislative Councils opened by Sir Maneckjee 
Dadabboy 

Their Excellencies the Viceroy and the Marchioness of Linlithgow received an 
enthusiastic welcome at Travancore wheie they amved in state on the conclusion 
of their visit to Cochin 

Sir P C Hoy addressed the first of a senes of lectures organized by the 
Appointments and Information BoalcLof’&e Unneisity of Calcutta with a view 
to drawing the attention of students towards industrial^ and commercial career 
In the Punjab Legislative Assgiobl's, both the Opposition and the Tieasury 
Benches seemed to agree on one poiht, though from a different standpoint, viz, 
that provincial autonomy in,; -the hands o^j^ndian Ministers was worse 
than the former bureaucratic regime Stoimy_stcnes marked the proceedings of 
the Assemblj which met to consider the Argiclltaial Piodiice Slaiketing Bill 

lOUi In the United Provinces Assemblv, the question of the repeal of emergency 
laws enacted bv the pievious Government, was laised by Mi Hansh Chandra 
Bajpai (Congress) ' ^ 

Pandit Jawhai Lai Nehru addressing a public in Bombay, expressed 

his new that Spain could never be conquerecL un tub leal sense of the teim 
Eeviewing the general political developments in Europe, Pandit Nehru believed 
that the use of the Nazis and the Facists to'^poi.er was mainly due to the tacit 
encouragement and passu e support accorded by Gieat Biitain 

11th The Maharaja of Travancore, at the State Banquet giien in honour of the’C- 
Viceioj and Ladj Linlighgow reviewed the progiess made by the State in 
recent vears His Highness dwelt especially on the case of tbe backward 
commumties, agiioultuial indebtedness. Credit Bank and the r'ubber and tea 
industries 

Ml J H S Eichardson, speaking at a meeting of students of the post Graduate 
classes of Calcutta University pointed out the opportunities offered by coal mmmg 
‘’s a career 

Sir Mohamed Yakub in. Bombay condemned the move ef Mahatm'a Gandhi 
for the protection of the rights of minoiities as a Fascist method 
The Sind Legislatu e Assembly ‘ devoted the whole day to the discussion of 
the no-confidence motion porniriQh tVio ‘Promim * 
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tint inipht be cnined to the e':isting oiAei ‘ If ^^e aie to gve ' 

pi'icticolly mem that ^\e ln\c to gi\e up the Tshole ® 

nddcil Ha' i.iir fi\cd the ‘solid foundation” on uhich the Bill stood, the Fume 
Mnmtcx pointc^^ it xms up to the Select Committee ^ 

Bions to 1 thoiongh examination and modify thcni to the extent possible Mi 
Abdul Hamced Khan's dilatoiy motion to “iculate the Bill foi clioti^^^ , 

onminn uas iciccted The Piime Ministci’s mam proposition to i®tei me ““ 
a^Seleet Committee m as under discussion vihcn the House adjoin ned till the nest 
da% the iftTnnl Bill iiasiefmed to a select committee Mr. IF K 

Langley Icadci of the Eutopeaii Gioup, opposing the motion, chaiaetenzed the 
Bill as thf’ 3 uiipopulai me^isuie of taxation eiei intioduced m the Madias 
Asscmbir oiXuhere^in India He d-^i^ted that the measiiie^^^^^^^^^^ mean 

Hoin'rSr^^adpmny^'K^^^^^ the^rd April, iihen it disposed of fom 
Co einment Bills They iicic the Local Boards and Distnct Mumc^ahncs Amend 
n,c;fail th? Borstal Amendment Bill, the Maternity Benefits Amend- 

ment Bill and tl c Ttrumalai-Ttrupathi ® Amendment B L 

Ihc House then adjouined to meet again on the 24 th instant 

The Tobacco Taxation Biee (contd,) 
oAn, tn arih APRIT —The Assembly commenced the detailed oonsideiation of the 

WAS’ W,, ~ Surs-r'iai” .fr^sy ff.1; 

contended that “Tobacco’™ the Pi i me Ministei^obseived, “was a*_ 

bleak be long long befoiethe last stiaw is laised on its, 

sturdy camel and that the taxation had been pioperly . 

stiong back . leaaid to the coinage the poveitj of the countiy and 

lated in the Bill, w his^view theie iias no justification to giie any adian- 

thc ai tides conceincd In p .u. ^^o4ld mean piesentation of tlie 

tageto the tobacco tiadci jeduc^ the la^^^ ^ 

leduced amount to the “eater toi i declaied “it was not light 

onlj extend out * j.„me Mimstei announced that he proposed 

to giie dealeis a bountj The Fume exempt retail dealers of unmami* 

to bung in an 'tn'eii^cnt at a latei as wholesale dealcis in 

factuied. tobacco fiom taxation, , rri-p opposition moved amendments 

unmanufactuied tobacco f leduce Te ates proiided foi All 

to drop tlic turn oier tax on /o^jeo and to leduce tne^ia^c^^ 

the amendments veie ."^Satirod On ^ nex^ ^y,^ motion of the Piemicr, the 
pioceeded luth the thud tending or the ^ \ dealei shall pay a tax in each 

House accepted an amendment ® up„pQ pjg 6 if such tuinoiei does 

seal on his letail sales of manufactmed ‘^^"eds Ks 200 but does not 

not exceed Ks 200 , and Ks 12 t£ such turooxeyxceeas us 

exceed Es 400 « such tuinoiei ® .p^. the lemaindei of 

cent on the fiist Es 4 (W n.ii haiipo- ^een disposed of, the Piemici 

the tuinoiei All amendments to Urn Bill ha o j j official business 

moved that Section 17 “ ®Sd 

rope‘S.o.“of £J‘r,dn,.«£.«mg to to 

best mannei pssible 

<-• T^TPCS-TAT? ITTOTJ i5ILLi 





ms. tor'pdtoai- »0..toaU 

Chiedeen’s Amexdme'^t Bile Inspcctoi of 

The Children’s (Amendment) the^rekase on licence of a jouthfnl 

detained’ !n u&e^S^ordrS 
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The Naweb of Bhopal, on the occasion of the celebiation of his hiith daj, 
announced ceitain refoims in his State le the Legislative Council and the 
Municipal Boaid of Bhopal 

The Congiess V oiking Committee met at Bardoli and considered Mahatma 
Gandhi’s neii diaft on the minoiities’ question 
The International Council of the Voild Student Association in Pans 
acknowledged in the course of a letter to the xlll-India Students’ Federation 
that the avoik of. the said Fedeiation rank amongst some of the finest 
achieiements of the students of the woild— the lettci 'T'jf signed bj 37 members 
of the International Council India was repiesented on the Council by Mr 
S M Kiimaiamangalam 

12Ui The Congress Working Committee discussed Mahatma Gandhi’s plan of 
protecting the lights of minoiities, at Baidoli, and consideied election petitions 
Seven peisons were known to have been killed and 52 injuied when the 
Calcutta-Dehra Dun Espiess tram, pioceeding fiom Howiah met with an accident 
between the Chichaki and Hazaiibagh Road Stations {about 210 miles from 
Calcutta) on the East Indian Eaihiaj 

In the Sind Assembly, the motion of ‘no-confidence” against the Tremier was 
defeated by 32 votes to 7 The Congiess Paitv reraairied neutral 
The leport of the Committee ajipointed by the Government of Bihar to inquire 
into the extent of corruption in the public services of the province, was uubliMed 
The Committee pointed out that such practices were not conhiiea^ to the 
Ministciial and other subordinate staff but that some members of tlie^ ‘fionncial 
and even of the AU-India feci vices had descended to taking bribes 

13lh Then Excellencies the Viceroy and the Marchioness of Linlithgow, nnn ed in 
Mysore - ' ' 

At the annual dinnci of the Mining, Geological and Mefalluigical Institute of 
India, at Calcutta, various pioblems affecting the mining industry were discussed, 
laying particular stress on the need for clementaiw education among the mine workers 
At the Faiidpur fechedulcd Castes’ Conference, undei the presidciuy of Dr 
Bhagabati Piosanna Thakui, the need for organization was mainly aimed at 
The Congiess Working Committee concluded its delibeiations at Baidoh after 
adopting a resolution on the Bihari Bengali dispute The Committee also 
decided that they must discuss with some leading Hindu and Muslim leadeis 
then tentaUve conclusions on the issues aiising out of the diffeienccs between the 
two gieat communities 

14th His Excellency the Vneioy, i^jlhaking at a State Banquet in Mjsore, paid 
a tiibute to the Ruler on his woik for the advancement of the State, His 
Excellency laid special stiess on th^dcvelopment of agnculture and nidustrj 
and the impiovement of public health I 
The Government of Bombay, in a Pies^^S^ole issued in reply to the report of 
a committee, set up by the Moslem League, ’ setting forth alleged grievances 
of Moslems in the Pi ounce, described the qteps which the Government took, 
since then assumption of office, in the inteiests Of Moslems 
The Geneial Secietaiy of the All-India Congress Committee stated that the 
Congress Working Committee did not piopose to make any furthei declaiation 
on the communal problem ’ 

Mahatma Gandhi wrote in thef-Haiijan, that he was neither interested m the 
Dewan of Tiavancoie, nor was he partial in advising the withdrawal of the 
fetate Congiess chaiges against the Dewan 

15th Seth Jamnalal Bajij, president of the Jaipur Praja Mandal, issued a statement 
to the Piess giving his news on the State’s ban against him He said that it 
appeared to him- that the ban on his entry into Jaijiur State was but the 
piecuisor of a delibeiate attempt to crush tiie Piaja Mandvl and to prevent it 
iiom educating the public to desiie responsible Government under the aegis of 
the Mahaiaja 

Accoidiug to the Geological survey of India, the production of petroleum in 
Indii^includiDg Buiroa) incieased from 334, 811, G24 gallons in 1936, to 350, 
322, 822 gallons in 1937 the highest figure in the histoij of the industry 
The Bulei of Hindol (Orissa States) announced a number -of political reforms 
to be enforced in his State fiom the 1st of April The Ruler said, *-1 declare 
that the goal of my Goveinmcnt shall be to establish full icsionsible Government 
m the State” 
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out that a committeo uas shortly going to sit and that it would deal, jvith this 
and other connected matters The Piemiei asked the moter to 'iuthdiaw his 
resolution 

Legislitive Officees Salakies Bills 
8th MAY —The Council to day passed the Assam Ministers’ Salaries Bill 
1933 The Bill -nas passed by the Assembly also and so the Assam Jlinisters 
fcalanes Act 1937 mis thus repealed The Ministers henceforward will get a 
salary of Rs 500 p ra and a House allowance of Rs 100 and a Car Allowance 
of Hs 100 onij At the outset Maulavi Sid Asaduddtn Chowdhury moved an 
amendme.ii b^ Uich he wan t^ to prmide a consolidated amount o Rs gO as 
pay of the Hon’ble Ministers deletin- provision made in the Bill for House 
Ld Car allowances faome of the llembers raised a p^it of order that as there 
was no refeience of any provision of allowan^ to Hon ble Ministers in the 
Government of India Act the qufc>tion cannot be raised here Hon ble the Fn.ne 
Mimster said that there might not be any reference to that point but 

he was suie that there was also no disqualifying 
effect The Hon’ble President over-ruled the point of order and the amend- 
ment of Alaulavi Asaduddin Chowdhury was subs^uently withdiavvn 

The Speaker’a and Deputy Speaker’s (salary and Allowances) Bill 1939 was ivith- 
drawn^l the Hon’ble Piemier when the President pointed out that it cannot be 
introduce in this House under section 82 (C) of the Government of Indi^^Act 
AGPICITLTDII VL I^COME-TAX BiLL 

9th MAY —The Council refused to pass by 11 to 9 votes the Assam ApmuL 
tural Income-Tax Bill This Bill Will have now to go to a ]omt session of both 
the Houses if His Excellency the Governor allows it Theie was a gMd deal of 
discusMon in the House about this Bill Mr H Emblem opposing fee introduc- 
tion of the Bill said that the European Group weie prepared to support the 
of a'ncultural income-tax, but the present Bill fell short of what was necessary 
fm SarUt“ of the tax payers The Bill he said, was based on the B^ar 
Bill, but the Bihar Bill dealt almost exclusiv ely with the zamin^rs whik m ^sam 
90 per cent of taxation would be realised froin the tea industiY The moat i^POi' 
tant defect of the Bill, he said, related to double taxation pointed out that 
the damage to tea industry would be damage to thepiovince "If 

Kumar Ohose legietted that instead of leducing expraditure like an ormnary 
prudert man the Government had been bunging m leipsjatmn for merw^e m 
taxation He pointed out that the Government had not vet dode anythin to give 
effect to the recommendation of a joint committee of both Houses on letienchment 
aud resources Babu Jatindra Chandra Mattra. Khan b^ih Bukunuddm Anmed 
Maulavt Abdul Hat also spoke against the Bill while Mr Surish Chandra Da , 
Ml Satyendra Mohan Lahtn and Air Sarat Chandra Bhattach^jee supported t e 
Bill The Hon’ble Premiei &] Gopinath Bardoloi appealed to the House not to 
out the Bill as it was meant not meiely to covei deficit but , S“od to the 

nation-building depaitment Mr Fakruddin Ah MAnied, Finance Minister said 
that if any perfections were found in the Bill they did not 
for It, then this would be made good in the light of e^eiience Th^ (Jovernment 
would give a sympathetic consideiation to any just and proper amendments 
may be made by the House in this Bill 

Official Biiis Passed 

12th MAY —The Council passed to-day the followmg Bills as P'f J?.? 

Assembly during its last budget session — (D The Assam Municipal (Amendme ) 
Bill, (2) Assam Sales of Motor Spint and Lubiicants Taxation Bdl, ^ 

The Assam Sales Tax Bill, 1939, (4j Assam Amusement and Bettin- Tax M 
(5) Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1939 “^w^^ese 

BUI, 1939 Theie were amendments tabled to diffeient clauses 
weie not moved except one of Maulavi Abdul Hai m the Assam divimon 

Bettmg Tax Bill The amendment of Mr Hai was lost without any division 

The Peohibitiox Bill 

The House also passed the Assam Prohibitioa Bdl wMch 
the Government in tllis session of toe Gonnod JlheK were eight amendments 
in the Bill moved by Air Sarat Chandra ^d six Of them were 

accepted by the Government The lemaining lelatiL to ^owei 

The amendment of Air Bhattacharjee to Clause 3a of the Bill lelatmg to power 

33 
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The Bihar Assembly passed a Bill seeking to repeal the Bublic Safety Act 
of 1933 

The conference of the All-Pnn]ab Muslim Students ivas held at Lahore. Dr 
Kitchlew presided The confeience opposed the imposition - of the proposed 
federal scheme and appealed to the Muslims and anti-imperialist forces m India 
to resist it tooth and nail 

The All-Cochm Youth Confeience irhich met at Tnchnr under the president- 
ship of Mr K A Damodara Jlenon, concluded after passing a number of resolu- 
tions —The conference urged the intioduction of full responsible Government in 
Cochin and expressed its opposition to the fedeial scheme 

H6tli In the Punjab Assembly, the sitting mas suspended twice by the Deputy 
Speaker and scenes of unprecedented disordeilmess meie witnessed when the 
chair named two members and the membeis refused to leave the house — the 
members named were, Choudhry Kartar Singh and Mi Slimilal Kalia 
(^Congress) The confusion arose out of the Piemier, Sn Sikandar Hayat Khan, 
dianing the attention^of the chair, to a leading article in the Pratap, a local 
vernacular newspaper, and saying that the paper had exceeded the limit of 
fair cOhiment 

17th Dr Kajendra Prasad’s report on the Bengali-Behaii controversy was 
published In accordance with a resolution of the Working Committee he was - ' 
“authorized to go into the Bihar -Bengali controveisj relating to the questions 
(1) Domicile (2) Pubhc Services (3) Education and (4) liade and Commercd*^ 
and* settle it finally ” 

In the Punjab Assemblv, i^Ir Manohailal, the Finance Minister^ made an 
important statement bearing on the rupee steilmg ratio He remarked, “It is 
far* from certain that the cuiiencies of the world have been so stabilized as to 
justify the proposed step ” 

In the Madras Assembly, a resolution expressing sorrow at the death of Mr 
K E Jilenon was passed The House proceeded u ith the discussion of the Public 
Health Bill 

In the Bihar Assembly, Mr Anngraha Narayana Smha moved the Money 
lendeis (Eegulahon of Transactions) Bill, seeking to repeal those sections of the 
Bihar Monev-lenders Act which haa been declared null and void by the Patna 
High Court— The Bill was passed 

18th His Excellency the Viceioy and Lady Linlithgow and party aiiived at 
Kolhapur Speakmg at a State banquet mven by the Maharaja in His Excel- 
lency’s honour. Lord Linlithgon lefeiied to the stejs contemplated by the 
Kolhapur State to create a Legislative Assembly and to Federation 

The 31ahiraja of Kapuithala aimounced the aprointment of a Committee 
to repoit on the reconstitution qf Ae State Assembly in accoi dance with his 
declared “intention to review flier Bate Assemblv uith the object of associatmg 
mv poeple more intimately with the State administration ” 

In the bind Assembly, there was an exciting debate over a rule prohibiting 
treasonable speeches in the House the purport of the word ‘treason’ nas the 
subject of a sally between the Piemiei, the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Allah Bux 
and Di Choi tram Gidwani 

19th The Sind Assembly was faced with the difficult question of deciding whether 
Dr Choitram, a Congiess member, who had stated when he took the Oath of 
allegiance that he did so “with mental lesei-vations”, should be allowed to be a 
member of the House 

Sir Edwaid Benthall, President of the European Association, addressing a 
general meeting m Calcutta, stressed on the neeessity of the European Associ- 
ation having a clear-cut policy on all important ' subjects both of Central 
and piorincial concern 

There was again a hitch at Eajkot between the Administration and the Proja 
Mandal over the choice of the j ersonnel of the Eefoims Enquiry Committee 
The renewal of Satvagiaha wis threatened by the latter 

In the 'Bihar Assembly, the necessity for the ajipomtment of an. impartial 
tribunal consistmg of officials and non-officials to enqiuie mto th^--causes of 
the train diKistei near Hazaiibagh Eoad on January 12, was unanimously 
urged 

20tli Maulana Abul Edam Azad, whose name was among the three proposed for 
presidentship of the Tiipmi Session of the Congress, withdrew from the contest, 
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were now on the brink o£ a well Answenng Mr Mehta’s plea for a stable 
Ministry, he said that he did not want stability without a party programme lie 
asked Mr Mehta what steps he took in the direction of forming a Congress 
coalition m the province Mr Valecha (Congress) refuted Mr Mehta’s arguments 
that the Go\ ernment had no time to do anything He observed that the Congress 
was rpponsible for bringing tlie Ministry into office, but the Ministry “had 
fallen far below their expectations Col Mahon observed that Hindu Ministers 
had resigned on the “Om Mandali” issue, in which the Government had done 
all that could be done He joined the appeal for a stable Jlmistry and 

requested the members to save the Ministry for the sake of the Province 
After paying tiibutes to the Premier for his honesty and statcmanship, Mr 
Ntchaldas Vazirant, ex-Minister, admitted that he had nothing to say against 
the Ministry On the othei hand, he thanked the Premier for his seivicc to 
the Piovmce in putting down rank communalism The only thing he would 
say against him was that there was no organised party behind him He assured 
the House that his resignation had nothing to do with anti-Om Mandali agita- 
tation But he wanted to set a good example by obeying his party manSate, 
whatever be the grounds which actuated the party to take this course He 
traced the dissatisfaction of the party over Mukhi Gobindram’s defeat in the 

election of Deputy Speaker, which was due to the defection of some Muslim 

Ministerialists The Premier, speaking next, observed that no major issue wms 
involved in the censure motion The real issue, he said, was the Om Slandali 
It was alleged that the Government did not yield to the unanimous demand 

of Hindus He must admit that he would not submit to any political inHuence 
of this kind and things would be decided on merits, iirespeotive of caste or 
leligion He added that the Government’s decisions so far weie based on merits 
He icqucsted the Congress Party to rise to the occasion and coalesce and 
share responsibility with any of the parties The Piemicr added that it was the de- 
emod policy of the Congress not to cicate a split in Muslim ranks and ho 
thought that their action of trying to break the Ministry was tantamount to cieating a 
split among Muslims The Premici also accused the Congress of going back on 
the decision taken at Waidha by which they had agieed to lemain neutial m 
the first session of the Assembly and appealed to the Congress to vote against 
the motion There was some heat when Mi Mahomed Khttso (Congress membei) 
took the Congress to task foi joining the hluslim League and the Hindu hlaha- 
sabha membcis with a view to defeating the Ministry on flimsy issues The 
debate had not concluded when the Assembly adjourned till the next day, the 
31st March, when the motion against the Ministi^ was vvithdiavvn following a 
conference between the Ministers and the Hindu Independent Party at which 
an undei standing was reached 

Immediately aftei the withdrawal of the motion, all the members of the 
Hindu Independent Paity, with the exception of Di Hemandas TVadhivant, 
crossed the flooi and sat on the Tieasury Benches, amidst the ironical chceis of 
the Mushm league and the Congress Paities Withdrawing the ‘no confidence’ 
motion, Di Wadhwani said that though, in puisuance of the iindcistanding 
aimed at last night at the confeienee between the Hindu Independent and the 
Ministenalist Paihes he was withdiawing the motion, he had his own diffeiences 
with the Hindu Party and had, theiefoie, lesigaed from it 

It transpiied that since last night, peace talks weie in progress between the 
Hindu and Ministerial Parties which eventually fructified Ihc Piemier agreed 
to meet the demands of the Hindus to some extent and piomised to deal with 
the Um Blandmi suitably In future, he would consult the Hindus on impor- 
mnt matters TOeie would be no fuither expansion of the Cabinet and no more 
Pailiamentaiy Secretaries would be appointed The communal ratio m the ser- 
vices and tlie lecommendations of the Eetrenchment and Corruption Committees 
would be enfoiced Messrs Nichaldas Vazuani and Dialmal Doulatram were 
sworn in as Ministeis on the next day 

The House was, at this stage, prorogued 
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thereby leaving the field to Sfc Subhas Chandra Bose and Di Pattabhi 
Sitaramayya 

The election of delegates to the Congicss session at Tnpuii engrossed the 
attention of the Congiessmen of Bengal Although on the suiface, there ivere 
no clear cut party divisions, four distinct groups appeared to be actuallj contes- 
ting the elections Fust, there ueie the adheients of S] Subhas Chandra Bose, 
the Congress Piesidenf, then the Khadi Group (consisting of the oithodos 
followeis of Mahatma Gandhi, led by Dr Piafulla Chandra Ghose), next 
those known as the Kiron Sankar Roy Gioup, and last, the young Congress 
Socialists, headed by Dr Suiesh Chandia Banneijee 
In the Sind Assembly, Mr Vaziiani, Finance Minister, speaking on the 
question of members and the Oath of Allegiance, said that it was not incompa- 
tible with the Congress pledge of independence 

21st The ban on the entry of Seth Jamnalal Baja] into Jaipur State was 
commented upon by Mahatma Gandhi m the Harijan He wiote, “I can only 
hope against hope that the Jaipur authoiities will shrink fiom precipitating an 
All-India crisis ” 

At Asansol town, stray assaults and stabbing took place, as a ■resirlt of which 
one Hindu was killed and 18 persons belonging to both commonitics, Hindus 
and Moslems, were injured 

The Travancore State Congress decided to lesoit to direct action if ceitmn 
conditions weie not satisfied within 6 weeks , 

A resolution urging the “complete scrapping” of the present constitution and 
the immediate introduction of full responsible Government based on adult 
franchise, was passed 

22nd As a sequel to a “Hyderabad Day” demonstration, neaily 40 persons wcic 
injured, in a Hindu-JIoslem clash at Delhi 

23rd The Indian Industiies Conference was opened by His Excellency the Viceroy 
in Bombay He laid stress on the need foi cooidination of industnal effoit 
In the Sind Assembh, the fopeakei cnteied into an elaboiate explanation of 
what was meant by the Congress goal of Puma Swaiaj He was asked, whether 
the declaration by the leadei of the Congiess Paity, Di Choitiam Gidwani that 
he had taken the oath of allegiance with a “mental icsenation” affected his 
right to bit in the House The Speakei luled that the deelaiation did not affect 
Ml Gidwani’s position as a membei of the House 
The statements le election of Congicss President, issued b\ h'aulana Ahiil 
Kalam Arad and Sj Subhas Chandia Bose gare use to consideiable speculation 
in political elides on the lesult of the election of the next Piesident of the 
Indian National Congiess In his statement, Sj Bose remaiked “It is widclj 
beliercd that theic is a piospect oh fi^^compiomi^e on the Fedeiation scheme 
between the Eight Wing'of the Congicss the British Gorernment duiing 
the coming yeai ” 

A statement was issued ovci the signature of 7 membeis of the Woiking 
Committee of the Congiess appealing to Sj Bose to withdiaw fiom the contest 
His Excellency the Viceioy in his reply to an addiess presented bj a 
deputation of the Indian Mei chants’ Chambci at Gmeinment House (Bombax) 
touched ujron the Rupee Ratio, Protection, the Ottawa Agieement and the 
Indianisation of the Defence and othei serMces— His Excellency rejected the 
plea of the deputationists for the leduction of the Rupee Ratio 
His Excellency the Viceioy, speaking at the Orient Club Bombay stressed 
on the supieme mgency and impoitance of the inauguration of Federation in 
India without any delay 

24th At a meeting of the members of the Calcutta bianch of the Einopcan 
iSsociation, pioblems relating to the defence of India, Pcdeiation, tlie Budget 
of^Vhe Government of India and Commeicial relations between Great Biitain 
and' India were discussed 

Mahatma Gandhi, in a Press intSnicw at Bardoh, said that the Congress 
would be neglecting its duty if, haring the power, rt shrank from using it and 
allowed the spiiit of the Jaipur State M, be "crushed" for want of supjiort 
from the Congress 

S] Subhas Chandra Bose, replyrng to the statement of sexen members of the 
Working Committee, said, “The Picsidcntial electipn is whollj an affair of the 
delegates and should be left to them Let the Eight Wing who arc in a 
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was rejected nnd the demand nas passed Nest day the 2'Jrd March, the House 
assented to the demands under the heads “Forest” {Rs ^7,53S)v. Registiation (Rs 
1,30,750) and “Iriigation” {Rs 549,48)) The House 'ditaded a)hen Rao Sahib Z) Y 
Rn^ur! ar piesscd his token cut o£ Re 1 under the head “Indiishics” urgipp; the remm al 
of Mr 0 L Gupta (whorras not a domicile of the province) from the post of 
Deputy Director of Industries The rooTon was defeated by 13 aotes to 57 
Next daj, the 24th March, the claims of Moslems irt the services wfere put foi- 
Mard by Khan Bahadur Ahmed Biix uhen the House discpssed the giants 
under “Geneial Administration” Mr Btswanath Das, the Premier, lepljing, said 
that soon after the creation of the piorince, the Government came to the con- 
clusion to do array rrith the communal rotation of serricts He described the 
minorities of the province as nrcmbeis of a joint family The Gorernment the 
Piemiei said alrrajs did their best to accommodate not only Bloslems but also 
other minor ities of the piorince Out of 20 sub-deputy collectors learmtcd last 
time, one was a Mohammedan Since Moslems constitute about 2^ per cent of 
the population they got representation in the same sen ice at 5 per cent The 
cut motion rras rrithdrarvn Next dav, the 25th March, the Piemier lepljing to 
the cut motions obserred -“There is a strong feeling that the outlook or the olll- 
cials rras not changed jet The Congress aims to see the o'licwls discharge 
their duties rrorthy of then rcspoiisibilitj I rrant to feel the change. They aie 
not more or less than jmbhc sen ante and there rronld boa propei apprci latiop 
of then rroik unless they came to that stendaid The Piemmi added that tlic 
Congress Gorernment had not done anjthiim to create a feeling of inscchrfty 
in the eouiitiy He maintained that rrhile the pierious Goroinment had a goft 
cornel for coitam clisscs, the present Go c.nmcnt, being repicsQntifire -of the 
interests of the j coplc, had to keep a balance and sec that the claims of all 
the commimitics rrcio duly met The Piemtci iiuhiatcd that the Govenrraent 
might effect economy by furthci rctienchmcnt and might bung forward proposals 
for ficsh taxation to make up the defuit m the piesent budget The ent ijiotioii 
rras rrithdiarrn and the demand for Rs 22,65,571 rris passed The l^ouss-^hcn 
adjourned till Monday, the 27th March, when a rr^uiing that the GormniHcnt 
rroiilcl be compelled to ‘tile dtaslic action if paptis continue fo publish aiti- 
elcs rvhich aie eoiisideicd indecent and wanting in dceoiura’ was gu/iii bj the 
hon 3Ii Bodhram Dttbe in the couise of liis leplj to the cut’ motion Qn the Education 
giant TheJlinistci stated that allhougn the Gorernment had gnen ficcdom of PicsS 
the} rreie not prepared to countcnauce the indulgence of “nefiiious publifaU'ou” Next 
day 29th March, a cut motion on a sujipleraentai} demand under the head ‘ Educa- 
tion” was caiiicd torvards the close of to daj’s sitting witl out a dirision WTicn "the 
Piemiei challenged a dirision, 3Ii Hand Ktslwre Das, who occupied the Chan in the 
absence of the fepeaker, uifoimcd him that a decision had iliead} been taken The 
Premier uiged rvithdiarral of the motion This rvas icscnted b} the Opposition Mr 
Btajasutidar Das, Leader of the Opposition, ciitici/icd the Picmiei’s action, 
declaiing that it would be bcttci for them to rrithdiaw Thereupon, they walked 
out of the House Eailier, the House roted the lemaining Budget demands 
undci the heads ‘medical” (Rs 8,33,377), “public health” (Rs 2,87,802) “agucultuic” 
(Rs 2,32,478), “retciinar}” (Rs 114,931) and “Co-opeiation (Rs 1,997392) The 
House next took up the supplementaiy demands 3li Braiasimdar Das, moring 
a cut on the medical demand, uiged the laising of the status of the Orissa medical 
school into a college Mi Raj Krushna Bose, pailiamcntai} secretaij, speaking 
on behalf of the Gor einment, said that the medical college rvonld icquire an initial 
expenditure of about Rs 20 lakhs and a recuinng expenditure of about three laUis 
The question of a college could not be taken up for some time Voting on Budget 
demands then concluded and the House adjourned 

OrnciAt Bans Passed 

30th MARCH —There being no question the Assembl} rr as finished to day 
rrithm 13 minutes On the motion of Hon Bodhram Dube, the Orissa Court Fees 
(Apiendment) Bill rras referred to a select committee 

Tlie House then passed the Madras Estates Land (Orissa Amendment) Bill 
The object of the Bill was to stop the eriction of right m soil, le, Kudiraram 
nghts in the mam land^ till the Gist March 1940 Next day , the 31st March, the 
Assembly met for five mmutes when Sir Biswanaih Das, Premier placed on the 
table schedules of authonzed expenditure for 1939-40 and sujiplcmentary expenditure 
foi 1938-39 appioved by the Goremor under sections 80 and 81 of the Gorernment 
■of India Act, respectively ThG Assembly then adjourned until April 3 
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decided mijonty in the Confess, make a gesture to the LeftWmg by accepting 
a Leftist candidate even at this late hour 

2ath His Excellency the Viceroy, in reply to an address presented to him by 
a deputation of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce at Coiernment House, 
declared that he iras determmed to do all that lay in his power to bimg about 
the inauguration of an All-India Federation with the mmimnm of delay 
Dr Pattabhi Sitaramaa-ya announced, m a statement issued from Bardoli, 
that he would contest the Presidential election, in which the other candidate 
■ft as &] Subhas Chandra Bose “I cannot”, said he, ‘’withdraw m favour of 
Mr Bose because I must not resist the will of valued colleagues ” 
feardar Patel, in a statement, replied to the ‘‘amazing statement” by S] Subhas 
Chandra Bose, and revealed that at an informal consultation at Bardoli (at 
which S] Bose was not present, but Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit hTehru were) 
“•we were clearly of the opinion that it was unnecessary to re-elect S] Subhas 
Chandra Bose 

S]. Sarat Chandra Bose, in a statement, disapproved of the step taken by the 
seven memoers of thB "Working Committee m issumg the statement, a=kmg Sj 
Subhas Chandra Bose to jnth&aw from the contest of Presidential dection 
The Chota Kagpur -Separation League passed a resolution demanding the 
creation of a separate Governor's provmce for Chota Nagpur 
In the Smd L^slative Assembly, the proceedings were marked by a stormy 
passage at arms between the Premier and the Congress group, when Eian 
Bahadur Allah Bux opened his defence of the Government s assessment orders 
with a strong cnticism of the Congress Partv, members of which, he stated, 
were ' 'occupying benches not by -virtue of individual ment, but because they had 
contested the elections on the Congress ticket 

26th'' His Excellency the Viceroy, m his reply to an address from the committee of 
the European Association, Bombay, expressed the view that the scheme of Federa- 
tion outlined nv the Government of India Act, 1935 afforded the only possible 
Eolnt on of the numerous problems of India 
In the Council of State, the Income Tax Bill came -up for consideration The 
Bill ran to 50 pages covering about 90 clauses the main clauses dealt with the 
prevention of fraudulent evasion of tax and the legal avoidaUce of payment, to 
increase penalties for tax dodgers and make the tax more equitable 
Pandit Jawhar Lai Nehru issued a statement from Almora, on the Congress 
Presidential contest and said that Federation could not be an issue in the 
election, as it seemed to lum to be ‘’monstrous” for any Congressman to think 
m terms of a compromise on that subject He was not opposed to an election 
contest provided definite programmes and policies we-e in conflict 
S] Subhas Chandra Bose, in {t statement, repeated his fears regarding 
Federation and said that it was generally bebeved ^at a prospective list of 
Mmisters for the Federal Cabinet had already been drawn up He also repeated 
his offer to withdraw, if a ‘‘genume” anti-Federationist were accepted as 
Congress President 

27tli Mr 51 N ilookerjee, (Bihar) addressing a gathermg of students of 
the Calcutta Dniversity discussed the possibilities ol emplovment which the 
coal mdustry and trade offered to educated and commercially minded youths 
Sbrijut Subhas Chaudra Bose issued another statement giv^g his version of the 
issues involved m the Congress Presidentiil election He also said that in 
order to maintain the unity and the solidaritv of the Congress it was essential 
ihat the President should command the confidence of both the Eight and Left 
wings of the Congress as Pandit Nehru did m a magnificent manner 
Baba Eajendra Prasad issued a statement recafling a past declarabon on 
Federation by S] Bose and after complaining against us -lack of clanty ended 
bv saying, 'I wonder if any of the so called Eight wing members of the ingress 
Wotlnng Committee has said anything approaehmg to this ’ 

,Swami Sahajananda Saraswap and 5Ir Jai Prakash Narain, the Kisan and 
Socialist leaders, respectively, issuC-d a jomt statement on the Congress Presiden- 
tial election -'The statement said, “‘We do not think tlmt even those who do not 
agree wath his views believe that Sj Bose would not be an asset to the Congress 
Presidentship nt-the -preient juncture ’ 

Acharva Narendr^' Dev, in a statement to the Press said, ‘ There is no question 
of Eight or Left m this matter Every delegate should consult only the best 
mterests of the conntiy and cast his vote in an unbiassed manner” 
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"been elected more tlnn once. I am also surprised at the lemaik that Presidential 
elections ha\e lullieito been unanimous I lemember to haic voted for one candidate 
m pieference to another on seveial occasions It is only in iccent yeais that the 
election has been unanimous 

“Since the adoption of the new constitution of the Congiess m 1931, the 
Woiking Committee is being nominated, theoietieally at least, by the President 
Since that yeai the position of the Congress Piesident has been laised to a higher 
level It is, therefoie, natuial that neiv conientions should non giow up aionnd 
the Congiess Piesident and lus election The position of the Piesidcnt to-day is no 
longer analogous to that of the chaiiman of a meeting The Piesident is like tlie 
Prime Blinistei or the Piesident of the United States of Amcnca who nominates 
his own Cabinet It is altogether wiong to liken the Congress Piesident to a 
constitutional monaich 

“I may add that questions of policy and progiamme aie not urelevant and 
they would have been laised long ago in connection with the election of the 
Congress President had it not been for tlie fact that after the Congiess of 1934, a 
Leftist has been elected Piesident eieiy tune with the suppoit of both the Eight 
and Left wings The depaituie fiom tins practice this >cai and the attempt to 
set up a Eightist candidate foi the office of Piesident is not without significance 
It IS widely believed that theic is a piospect of a compromise on the Fedcial 
Scheme between the Eight wing of the Congiess and the Bntish Goacinment 
dining the coming yeai Consequently tlie Bight wing do not want a Lertist 
Piesidefit who may be a thoin m the way of a compiomise and maj put obstacles 
in the path of negotiations One has only to more about among the public and 
aitci into a ^scussion with them in Older to lealise how widespiead this beliet is 
It rs Impel ntiye, m the ciicumstances, to have a Piesident who will be an anti- 
Fcdeiationist to- the coie of his heart i i 

r -‘.'It IS leally a regret that my name has been proposed as a. cancimate tor 
Presidentship S’ had suggested to numeioos fiiends that a new candidate bom the 
Left -should be put up this yeax, but unfoitunately that could not be done and my 
name was pioposed fiom seveial piovintes Even at this late hour 1 am piepaieu 
to withdraw ficsm the contest if a genuine anti-hedeiatioiitst, like Acharja iSaienaia 
Deo foi instance, bo accepted as the Piesident for the coming yeai 

' “I feel sbongly that we should hare, during this momentoiis year, a genuine 
anti-Fedeiationist m the presidential chan If the Eight I\ ing leiEy want national 
unitv and soliHaiitj, they would be well-advised to accept a Leftist as Piesident 
Ihci haie cicated consideiable misappiehcnsion bj then insistence on a Eiohfist 
candidate at any cost and bj the unseemly maiinei m which they har e set 
such a candidate who was lebiing and who had been suipiised that ms 
bad been sun-nested for the Presidentship 

Tn the exceptional ciicumstances which pier ail just at this moment m 
the Piesidential election is pait of oui fight against the Fedcial 


up 
name 


oni 00011117 , 


to It Ihe leal issue 
who bclieie in fighting 
in this Cl ISIS should 
a candidate who was 
affau of the delegates 


fecheme and as such we cannot affoid to be iiubfieient 
before the countiy is the Federal Bcheme Ail those 
Federabon and m mamtainmg our naboiial solidarity 
not endeavour to spbt the Gongress bj insisting on 
vobmtarlih retiring The Presidential election is wholly an 
and sborild be left to them Let the Eight Wmg, who aie in a decided majont^ in 
the Congress make a gcstuie to the Left Wing bv accepting a Leftist candidate even 
at this late hour I hope that my appeal will not be in vain x i t. 

With reference to the statement issued by Saidai Prtel and others to which 
l\Ir Bose refers above, the Associated Press stated that Seth Jamnalal Bajaj was also 
one of the signatories to it Ihe API fiuther stated that the last centence 
leaders’ statement should read as follows {and not is wired out earlier) * \\e 'wordd 
also as his colleagues, uige on Subhas Babu to leconsidei Ins decision and allow 
Dr ’Pattabhi fcitaiamayva’s election to be rmanimous” , , . , , , 

The contioveisy o-i-ei the election of the Congiess President, which developed 
as-' a result of the statements from Mr Snbhas Bose and seven membeis of the 
noiKu-css Working Committee and the foimei’s rejoinder to the lattei, -was regretted 
m KLt ConSss Mr Bose’s allegation that the Right Wing w as going to 

^ommomise on the question of Federation was Vcseiited by orthodox Con- 
gressmen They stated that the charge was unfounded "iiKi several of thern wiled to the 
Gongress President challenging his statement and 

to substanbate the chaiges One or two membeis of the oikmg Committee totally 
denied Mi Bose’s accusabon. 
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28lh M^h^tma Gandhi, in an article, in the Hartjan drew attention to the increa- 
sing indiscipline of Congressmen He also said, “My time and that of co-workers 
IS largely taken up in wading through complaints about corruption among 
ConCTessmcn ” In another article in the Hartjan, on “The States” Mahatma 
Gandhi rcmaiked “the movement for liberty within the States is entering a new 
stage ” 

At the annual meeting of the Bengal Mill Owners’ Asseciation, the President 
discussed various problems affecting the cotton industry in Bengal 
The Iilaharaja of Bikanir, at a State banquet given bv the Maharaja of 
Travancore, said, “Our States are at present going through a most critical period 
and there are vaiious problems of great moment which demiiid our attention 
Ihe need therefore, for perfect concord and joint deliberations and concerted 
action 18 greater to-day than it was at any other time ” 

29tli Srijut Subhas Chandra Bose polled & majority of rotes at the Congress 
Presidential election held simultaneously in all the 21 linguistic Congress provin- 
ces escludinj' Mohakoshal (C P Hindi) Sj Bose led by 204 votes 
Dr Eajcndra Prasad, in a statement on the Gaya «>tnmunal clash, appealed 
for harmony specially in view of the Baknd festival 
Professor Hnmayun Kabir, presiding at the FarMpur District Teachers’ Con- 
ference, uiged the need for the leorganization of the system of education in 
this country 

At the Moslem League Political Conference at Lucknow, the speech of Maulana 
Zafai All, the Punjab Moslem leader, was conciliatory in regard to the Hindu 
people not challenging to the Congiess and the Hindu Babha leaders 
A meeting of the feub-Committee of the All-India Moslem league was held at 
Laliore, foi organizing deputations to foreign countiies and to Piovinces in 
India j 

30th The Council of State, New Delhi, passed the Bill to amend the Indian Cotton 
Cess Act, as passed by the Legislative Assembly 
The election of Bengali quota of 68 members to the All-India Congress Com- 
mittee concluded Dr B 0 Eoy polled the largest number of votes Among 
those who were jinsuccessful in the elections weie fej Saiat Chandia Bose and 
Mr J C Gupta, Leader and Chief whip respectively of the Congiess Party m 
the Bengal Assembly 

31st The thieatcned cnsis in Jaipur State drew dangerously -near Seth Jamnalal 
Bajaj, Tieasurei of the Indian National Congress was evidently determined to 
defy the ban imposed by the Jaipur Duibar on his entry into the State 
A Calcutta Gazette extiaordinary published the piovisions of the Calcutta 
Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1939— It w'as pioposed to have sepaiate electorates 
foi Muslims 

Llahatma Gandhi issued a statement otf'She re-election of S] Subhas Chandra 
Bose as President of the Congress He' said, “Mr Subhas Bose has achieved a 
decisive victoiy over his opponent Dr Pattabhi Sitaramavya I must confess that 
from the very beginning I was decidedly against his re-election for reasons into 
which I need not go 1 do not subscribe to his facts oi the argument m his 
manifestos I think that his references to his colleagues weie unjustified and 
unworthy Nevertheless I am glad of his vietoiy and since I was instiumental 
in including Dr Pattabhi not to withdiaw his name as a candidate when Maulana 
Azad withdrew, the defeat is more mine than his 


February 1939 ^ ^ 

Chief Events — The Durbai-Hraja Mandal clash at Jaipm_ continued 
Seth Bajaj arrested three times — Satyagiaha at Eajkot Mrs Gandhi and 
Miss Maniben Patel arrested — Communal Eiot at Gawnpur — Assemblage 
of Eastern States Agency Eulers at Calcutta’-^Budget introduced in several 

Provincial Assemblies — Om Mandali affairs^ in Smd Mmistenal tangle 

Eesignation of eleven out of 13 Congress 'Workirg Corrfmittee Members, 
issue being difference with Sj Bose over the policy of the Congress — Death 
of His Excellency LordBraboume, the Bengal Governor,' 
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Arttcle XFJJJ— Special Session 

(a) The Woiking Committee may upon its own motion, or shall upon a joint 
requisition addressed to it, as pioiided in Aiticle NIX (e) coniene a meeting the 
All India Oongiess Committee foi consideiing a lesolution for holding a Special 
Se^ion Such tesolution shall be effectne if passed by the two-thiids majonty of the 
membeis piesent Theieupon the Woiktng Committee shall summon a Special 
Session ot^he Congress, at such time and place as it shall deteimne and the deles 
of the Constitution shall apply ivith such modifications as the Working Committee 
may consider necessary, provided that the delegates of the pieceding session shall be 

the ‘^^^®Sates^fOT^such^Special^S^^^^^ Session shall be elected by the delegates m the 

mannei presciibed in Article XV 

Arhcle XIX- All India Congress Committee 

fal The Piesident of the Annual Session, membeis of the All India Congress 
elected under Aiticle XII and the ex-Piesidents of the Confess, pioM- 
dXSey me quahfiernn^^^^^ HI and VII, and the Treasmei of the Congiess 

shall consUUite the All Ind^^^^ carry out the proCTamme of uork 

laid ioln by the CongrS Lm session to session and deal with all new matteis 

that may a.mmittee shall have the powei to fiame rules, 

not liSnsSeut with this Constitution, for regulating all matteis coimected with t e 

Congiess president of the Annual Session shall he the Chairman of the All 

<^0“gIf\,9°r^dm^^neTess Committee shall meet as often as reqmied by the 

• FoJwi OM thSd o£ S total noatbor oi membets rttchevei « to, eball 

aie calculated to fuithei oi *ess Commk ex-officto oi elected. 

T ^“rnni-ieS^CommrttS ^Membeis in default will not be peimittel to 
Sle1!Lu^anfSt.nS 0 Into ConRtoss Commtlto to Snbjecla Com- 

. mittee, or In any ^Session 

XX-Worklug Committee . * , , , c, 

The Woiking Committee shall consist of th* President of the Congress, 
ilili icpn membeis inclifding not more than three Hcneiai SecietaTj^ appointed by the 
pSsXt W amSst th^ Congiess ^mittee, and a 

tip-mmer annointed by him from amongst -the delegates -u in 

(b 1 The Working Committee shaUT he the executive authonU imd shall 

fiivp the nowei to iMCTy mto effect the policy and piogiamme laid down by &e All 
Sa ConS Committee and the Congiess, and shall remain lesponsible tWeto 
(c) The Woiking Committee shall place before eveiy meeting of the All-Imlia 
CoimreL Ofimmittee; the lepfirts /cif its pioceedings and the agenda of the 

fi'ctioii acaicrn nt Ipnst One clcar day foi lesolutious of which due notice may ha^e 
Wn mvln by“L m3^s o^^^ Congiess Committee othm than those 

ot Woikino' Cortfmittcc, in accordance with the rules piesciibed in that behalf 
’ (ifi The %oikin" Committee shall appoint one or more inspectois to examine 
thp lecords naueis aS[ account books of all Congiess oigam^tions, whi^ shall 
fiunish hll’infoimation and give to the inspectois access to all offices and recoids. 

(e) flChe Woikmg Committee shall have the powei 
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1st {Beth Jamn-iHl B-'j-i], leader of the Proja Mondal of Jaipur reached Jaipur 
to defy the bau on his entra into the State He was arrest^ by the Inspector- 
General of police. 

The Jaipur Durbar issued a statement in reply to Mahatma Gandhi s criticism 
of Its policy re Pra)a Mondal the communique stated infer aha, ‘■Mr''^ndhi 
•’ttempts to place the whole responsibility in this connexion on the ‘Bntish 
Pnme Minister’ (of the State) He anparently is not aware that the Jaipur 
Government is His Highness the JIaharaja-in-Council and not a single individual 
Ana all Ration to the contrary is not according to facts” 

The Executive Committee of the Congress Xationalist Party of Bengal issued 
a statement in connexion with ij Gandhi s statement 'on the Conirress 
Presidential election ‘‘Mr Gandhi’s statement has come upon the country 
as an extremelv unpleasant surpnse.- Although it has not come too soon, people 
in general least expected it. Mr GpSShl appears do have taken a too personal 
view of things for at no s'^age of the election did he publicly appear on the 
scene. ' 

2nd S] Suljhas Chandra Bose met Pandit Jawharlal Xehru at Santinibetan 
(Yiswabharati-Tagore University) and discussed with him the implication of the 
Congress Presidential election 

At Jaipur, the Praja Mandalists were rather bewildered but not discouraged 
bv the abrupt end to the wholly unsatisfictory manner in which the first stage 
of the campaign ended 

rilr Eama Bau, A^ent to the Governor-General of India in South Africa, 
submitted a memorandum to the Asiatic Land Laws Commission which was 
inqumng into the evasion bv the Indian community of laws restrictmg them 
from acquiring ownership of land 

A resolutioiT was adopted bv the Maldah District Political Conference (Bengal) 
embodying '■India’s Xational Demand” S} Subhas Chandra Bose presid^ 

The Jaipur Durbar m replv to Mahatma Gandhi’s statement on Bajkot and 
Jaipur, denied the fact that the Jaipur Pnme Minister wgs wholly to blame. 

3rd Mrs Easturbai Gandhi, wife of Mahatma ‘Gandhi aiid Miss Maniben Patel 
were arrested at Eaikot on their entenng the 'State to offer Satyagraha 

S] Subhas Chandra Bose, m an interview -with a ^representative of the Asso- 
ciated Press re Congress Presidential election, observed, Mt inll always be 
mv aim and object to trv and win M Gandhi s confidence for the simple reason 
that It will be a tragic thing for me if I succeed in winning the confidence of 
other people but fail to win the confidence of India’s greatest man ” 

JIahatma Gandhi issued a statement to the Press in reply to the Government 
of India s communique on the affairs of the Eajkot State. He said “TDie 
communiques issued bv the Government of India and the Jaipur Government 
on mv statements on Eajkot and Jaipur are remarkable for sms of omission and 
suppression ’ 

In the Central Legislative Assemblv, the Budget session opened Sir X X 
'^arcar, Law Member, introduced the Bill to amend the Insurance Act and Mr 
C M G Ogilvie Defence Secretary, mtroduced the Bill to pro'nde for the 
crea’ion of four new naval reserve forces m India 

4th In the Central Legislative Assembly, Delhi a resolution recommending that 
immediate steps ‘•hould be taken to give notice of India’s intention to wiAdraw 
from the League of Xations, was discussed Air T S A Chettiar moved the 
resolution on the League. The House passed without a division an adjournment 
motion to discuss the recmdescene of anti-Indian nots in Burma 

!Mr Sarat Chandra Bose, in the course of his p’-esidential speech at the BemraJ 
Pro\ incial Political Conference, at Jaipatgun, observed, ''Ihcre is no doubt that 
som'' attempt to impose the unwanted Federal scheme is imminent The pro- 
nouncements of the Yiceroy and other high officials are pomters m this direction 
It IS a mistake to assume that, so far as the Congress is concerned. Federation 
IS a dead issue. ’ 

ilr X E Sarcar, Fmance Minister, Government of Bengal, performed t^e 
opening ceremonv of the industrial syndicate organised by ex-detenus, and-repheO 
to an address of welcome. 

The Working Committee of the Hindu Alahasabha passed a resolution at Xew 
Deliu, advising the Hmdus not to join the Congress but to jom the Mahasabha 
Mr V D Savarkar was m the chair 
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Hindu girls and arson and loot by the Pathans The Congiess jMinistrv in the 
hrontier argued that the fiee tnbes due to sexual and economic hunger looted the 
Hindus Why not then they looted the Muslims? Hiej ■wcie tied in a common ihoid 
ot leligum ? The audience iias honificd to hear Mr haiaikai ivlicn ho nairatcd how 
unclei Congiess rule in Frontiei Hindu girls abducted by tnbes wcic tieatcd ns 
cattle One of them escaped Bhe took shelter in a Muslim house from wlicic 
she was offered to satiate the sexual lust of the Pathans (Agitated audience cried 
shame’) Continuing BIr Baa aikai attacked Pandit Pant of the United Pi oiinccs 
where accoiding to Congiess ministeiial command dining iiots Hindu houses had 
to remain m gloom No conchshells could be blown No temple bells could be 
rung Blusic was piohibited and civic and religious lights of the Hindus weie toin to 
pieces Paying tnbutes to BIi Jinnah being the tiue lepresentaticc and custodian of 
Bluslim lights, he said that the Hindus needed men like Mr Jinnah He said that 
granting of excessiie lights to the Muslims in United Provinces caused numcious 
iiots and such concessions mustbefoi gicatei intciests The Hindu Mahasabha would 
rado all wiong pei petrated on India The Mahasabha did not belieie in phantoms 
but realities He blamed the Hindus for losing chances by leaving the entne power 
at the hands of Congiess The Blahasabha would Ine in amitj with the minoiities 
protecting then legitimate lights but they would not be gi\en ^ fai thing moic than 
they dcseived Concluding he asked the Hindus to be watchful and iigilant of 
internal and exteinal dangeis and seize e\eiy oppoituiiitj to mobilibc tlicir forces 
into one Hindu nation tor the inauguiation of full-ficdged Hindu India A 
laj of hope was cisible in the gloomj sky of Hindustlian as ‘being a Maintha I 
am amidst you with my message of bangathan Days would not be too fai when 
the dieam of Hindu India would not be a mere dieam but a lealitj” 

Resolutions 

A plea that the resources of the nation should not be fijtteied awaj at this 
cntical junctuie, but should be dulj concentrated foi making an all-iound pro<’rc'S m 
the counti’y was one of the many lesolutions passed bj the Babha “ 

The meeting lefeired to the “unceitamtj, highly discouraging for the new 
investments . which the present policy of the Bihai Goicinracnt and the avowed 
programma of the Congiess had created, and expiessed the view that it was ns 
much necessaiy to piotect the lights of the tenantry and labour as to bafeguard 
the legitimate inteiests of the landloids and capitalists 

The meeting fuither requested the All-India Hindu Mahasabha to place a 
five-fold progiamme befoie the country including the piopaganda of Bwadeslii and 
boycott of foieign goods, steps foi lelicf of unemployment and the assurance of n 
living wage to labour in all fields of activity 

The meeting cbaiacteiised as inconsistent with the piinciples of democraev the 
meation of sepaiate electorates and while aftirmmg that complete independence of 
Bhaiat Vaisha was its goal, assuied all anti-impenahst foices in the country of its 
full CO opeiation m achieving this object 

The Babha criticised the^ohey of the Bihar Government towards Hindus 

The Mahakoshal Provincial Hindu Conference 


PkESIDEITTIAIi Addecss 

annual session of the Mahakoshal Provincial Hindu Conference opened 
m Jubbulpoie on the 4th June 1939 in a special pandal Over ten thousand 
Hindus attended the confeience JIi F" D Savarlar presided ' 

^ After the speech of the Reception Committee Chairman, tlie President of the 
conteience, Mr Savarkar, amid loud cheers, made an exteroiiore speech for ncaAv 
two hours Ml Bavaikar referred to the wondeiful awalening among Uie litedn 
masses everywhere Nationalism, he said, was a virtue, when it was delensivrVnd 
wheifit tiled to uphold the high ideals of freedom and equality but it was u ro®!-. 
tive vice when it was aggressive Similarly, comunalism ' was in itself neither 
a viitue noi a vice But nationalism as pieachcd to day was jt perverse nationaliBm 
and was moie communal The Congress, by working the Harijan profwamnie 
and carrying out the Eaiachi resolution safeguarding the -Jnmonties’ culture 
ianpage and religion, were unconscioush admitting the babis of communaliBm' 
Nationalism had a limit The work of the Hindu Mahasabha was one of life or 
aeath The Hindus were determined to have their rights >»ind civic liberties 
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His Excellency Sii Jolifl Hubback, Governoi of Onssa, rephing to an address 
of welcome by the niembeis of the Balasoie Distiict Islam Association, paid a 
compliment to the Oiissa Ministeis m icspect of then attitude tonaids the 
Moslem communitj 

5th Seth Jamnalal Bi]a] wab anested at the lailway station of Tikri Bann beUcen 
Ecengus and Sikai 

The Bengal PioMncial Political Confeiencc, at Jalpaiguii, passed a resolution 
on Fedeiation calling upon the Biitish Go einment “to concede the principle of 
self-dcteimination to India and recognise m its entuety the constitution which 
the Congiess ivll submit m accoidance with popitfar will bj bubhas Chandra 
Bose, the Conyiess Piesidcn^, addiessing the confeienee, emphasirecl the need for 
unity among alt clasaCs md commamuqs^m-' India in her fight for ficcdom S] 
Bose said, “we want fowaiaj for eieiy'cmnniiuiitv and cieed ” 

Ml B J Khci Ircraiei, Goi einment of Bombay, in a statement on the libertj 
of the Piess said, “While the Goieinment fully lecognize the need of picscning 
full freedom to the Piess, it cannot peimil flelibeiatc attempts made In news- 
papeis and individuals to embittei lelations between the sistei communities, or to 
incite the communities to act in a way which is bound toiesult in a bicach of 
the peace ” 

6th His Highness the Gaekwai of Baioda died at Bombay at 8-45 p m 

In the Bihar Assembly Di bved Mahmud, Jlinistei, lepljing to an allegation 
of favouiitism m appointments, made a statement that competency was the cii- 
tezion which the Government applied specially in the case of technical appoint- 
ments and that they weic not influenced by piovincial oi communal considera- 
tions 

Ml Eajendia Piasad addicssed the Congiess.Constrnctne Woikeis’ Conference 
at Sun (Bubhum) He said that bwaia] could not be baigaincd for They must 
stave foi it thiough the Congiess constiaictiv e piogrammc and by including a 
spiiit of self-help v 

7th The Goveinoi-General disallowed an adjoiiinmcnt motion in the Central 
Assembly to discuss the Goveinpient of India’s “failuie to secure icpresentation 
foi Indian Moslems at the Palestine Confeienee” Ihe Cential Assembly also 
lejcctcd the Nav il Eescive Forces Discipline Bill by 56 votes to 45 

In the U P Assembh, Mi buiendia Bahadm Singh asked the Govcinmcnt 
foi a list of peisons whose piopoitics wcic confiscated after the ‘Mutina’, and 
also a list of those who had been granted piopcities for lovalty to a 
“foieign povvci” 3Ii Hukvim Sing, replying to the question, said that the Govern- 
ment hau no infoimation If the membeis had any suggestion to make Govern- 
ment would be glad to receive it 

Ml Earn Dayalii bingh Speakei of the Bdiai Assembly, laised the question of 
the dignity and integiity of the chan, which, he said, was challenged by Mr M 
Yunus, Icadei of the Moslem Independent Party by casting aspersions in the 
integnty of the chaii by a leHei relating to the le-allotment of seats in the 
Cliambci 

Ml laranalal Ba}a] was lelensed at the fiontici of Bhaiatpui fetatc, close to 
the United Piovinces bound uy 

8th At the confeienee in Calcutta of Congicssmen fiom different paits of India, 
who biippoited the le-cleetion of fe) bubhas Chandra Bose, the unanimous oi'inion 
was c\mc«sed that the Congiess should stiffen its altitude of hostility towards 

- the all-India Pcdeiation scheme 

A demonstiation was staged by Jloslems in Calcutta in supi ort of the Arabs 
-demands in Palestine, in eonnes.tion with the “All-India Palestine Day ” 

In the U P Asseinblv, statistics legaiding communal distmbantes yy ere placed 
on the table in aiisyvei to a question bv SIi bhokatali Khan , the statement 
showed thit since the Congiess Ministry assumed ofhcc 24 communal distur- 
bances had occuiied in 17 distiicts up to Octohei 1938 ‘ 

9 til The Central Assembly passed the first reading of Mi M Kazimi s Bill to 
consolidate and classify the proyisions of Moslem law and to remove doubts as 
to the effect of the icnuncutiou of Islam by a marriage tie 

Mahatma Gandhi, in the com sc of a statement wsued to the Picss obsened, “The 
more I think of what is happening in btates in India I ^ee nothing but a dark 
futuie foi this unhappy 1 ind if the Paiamonut Power remain a helpless witness 
to the tiagedy that is being enacted in the Princes’ India for, what is happening 

3 
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Provinces where temple worship, conch blowing, mnringe music were banned at many 
places duiing the last Mohunum festnal aud which aie cnumeiated m his secret 
circulai This resolution was seconded m a Stirling and pathetic speech by Pandit 
Jyoh Shankar Dixii of the United Provinces Hindu Mahasabha , (8) suppoiting the 
^cial reforms, Haiijan uplift, Hindu piaehai and wadow maiiiage reforms m the 
Hindu community 

Shree Veer Savarkar himself moved another resolution congiatulating the 
Hyderabad students on their bold stand foi having the civic lights of sinfnnc 
Vandemataram uniestncted In the comse of hts speech he said that it was a pitv 
that the Congress which fought valiantly against the Biitish foi Vandemataram 
and saciificed seveial piecious lives at the altai of Vandemataram has yielded to 
the mteiests of a few and cut the vei 7 soul of the National song He infoimed the 
andience among loud applause and deafening chceis that Ai-ja Bamai and Hindu 
Mahasabha have decided to establish a Vandemataiam College at feliolapui with an 
initiM cost of two lacs of lupees which have alieady been promised He advised 
the Hydeiabad students that as long as then language, cultuie and tiadition are not 
honoured and history is mis-represented, such as the Ni/am won the battle of Khuida 
against the Mahaiattas, they will have to fight and explode the tyianny with their 
avowed determination He mfoimed that anothei bitch undei the leadeishin of 
Ambikai is going to offei Satyagiaha in the Nizam teintoi^ on June 9 and 10 

Shree Savarkar gave his last speech late in the night His snecch was m 
continuation of what he said the piioi night He said tha^hp Hindus can atta n 
Bupeiioity, powei and position within a shoit peiiod if they aie deteimined to 
show their strength to the Nizam inspite of all opposition fiom the Coiigiess and 
^hei reacticmaiy bodies The Hindu Mahasabha suppoits all the demands of the 
Hindus and the Hindu Mahasabha is shoitly going to own then cause 
if aoliievcment of the same He appealed to the Hindus to heln the 

Hydeiabad cause If anothei 10,000 Hindus offei Satyagi^a in the Noam’s Xnn 

bXm^thd''HindM^ government will have to iSeel 

what of gaming power he said that the Hindus can cet 

what they want if they stick to one piogiammc for the piesent He stated that tf?a 
piogrammc is not a piogiamme of bavonets It is the mociamme of vntnf w 

the maVitv It IS always a question of deteinunef minoiity that makes 

if the nation If the Hindus had shown 

would have been foimed and to day the Hindn Ministers 
would have attended om coiifeience It is a pity that the mimstncs insmte of 
being a Hindu-vote rainistiy aie not Hmdiis'^ fco long T w c hav ^ no nohhfn? 

NationahsTInd thiL'^lf-fomtahs^^^^ thafhe* H 

foi oui social, poUtic-d mvlift nomenclatuie 

cast ypiu voteSn fmoui of a '‘"d 

candidates to gorto the nationalist community aud ask^ foi^its^fole^ tel nationalist 

isrsr ..f 

Hindus om mmlsteis ^ f i government are not doing justice to the 

whethei It be a Smt boald measuies against the iMiislimi' 

tiue HinrluR Tf rrirtfi O'ua, municipility oi 'xssemblicf, tij to ciptiire them 
If L have om ™ they aie Hindu Sabhaites oi Jams ofsikhf 

militai-y sciene to clubs, impart instiuctions in' 

oil Mtimate ooLi^® Hindus foi the maintenance of law and orde^ 

ti-v tn Rtr?n flnf Will be to nchieve independence 4nd foi that 

international stiupgie who piomise us heL 
bv f™ ate piactical men and vU have to doRm?t!ci® 

\vo don’t believe in Congiess and Gandhi’s^ Chailh<* 

IP nriAnS nations with machine-made artifices 

V,nXP®^^®^R? ‘^0 to lemember alvvajs that we are not . cHmnci 

dus aie deteimmed to fight oui o'sin cause on our own strong^ 
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in Eijkot and Jaipur, is but a sample of u-hat is goino to happen present!} m 
other States” 

10th The Central Assembly started ivith a duiston, which the opposition won, 
on Mr T S A Chettiar’s lesolution asking foi India’s withdrawal fiom the 
League of Nations A lesolution uiging the teimmation of the Indo-Burma 
Tiade Eegulation oidei ivas passed without a division 

Saidai Yallabhbhai Patel, in a lettei to S] Subhas Chandia Bose on behalf of 
himself and 11 other colleagues on the Woiking Committee, intimated that uith 
a view to avoiding any embaTi'’ssmeut to S] Bose in stiiking his own tune of 
policy at the Tripiui session of the _ Congress, he and others of his way of think- 
ing would like to be relieved of the ipembeiship of the committee uithin a month 
which would gue S] Bose suffiaent time to choose his colleagues It was sHted 
that the decision was taken ‘‘aftei due dehbeiation and mutual consultation 
among the members” 

11th jMahatma Gandhi writing on Jaipni m the Hartjan stated, ‘‘The reader 
should know the distinction between the Jaipur struggle and the Eajkot one 
The •Basket stuiggle is franklv for responsible Government within the State and 
is now for ledeeiiiing the Eulei’s pro nisc to his people The Jaipur struggle 
IS on a leiw small ahd’*n"iiow issue The one political association of Jaipur has 
been iiitually declared illegal foi the oflence of pleiding for_ lesponsible 
Goiernment ” 

A communal clash occurred at Cawnpoie, following an attack on a Hindu 
mairiajm^partv which was pioceeding with music along ileston Eoad, near a 
mosquek'^uifew order was enforced 

His J Highness the Maharaja of Kashmir announced a further stage in the 
constitutional adiance of Jammu and Kashmii State at Jammu, in the form of 
a proclamation 

12th The communal not at Cawnpoie assumed alarming piopoition 19 persons 
were killed and 146 injuied 

feeth Jimnalal Bajaj was arrested on his thud “ttempt to enter Jaipur State 
His Excellency Sir Eobeit Eeid, Goieinoi of Assam, tentatuely agieed to the 
proposal put foiwaid by his Council of Mimsteis foi the abolition of the lemain- 
ing Commissioneiship in the Province 

In the annual leport of the Depaitment of Industnes, Bengal, for 1938-39, theie 
was a refeicnce as to the growing mdustiial consciousness among the educated 
classes in Bengal 

15th Tie communal not at Cawnpoie showed signs of abating 29 persons weie 
believed to hare been killed and about 22o injured as the result of the not 

In the United Pronnees Assemblv, Pandit* GomiuI Billabh Pant, the Premier, 
111 his statement on the nots, sounded a warning tha^ stein action would be 
taken not onh agunst the actual oflendeis but iigiinst those who by their action 
caused jianic oi disorder 

Khaw ija Sii Nizimuddin, Home Minister, Bengil, repljing to an adjournment 
motion in the Bengal Legislative Council, made a statement denying that theie 
were any communal iiots in the Noakhali District 
111 the Council of State (New Delhi) Sii Jagadish Piasad lejilving to a question 
bj ]Mi Biijlal Bivani, said that as fai as the Goiernment of India were aware, 
there were no statutory social restiictiOxis on Indians resident in the various 
colonics and dominions 

11 th ' ’13 Eulers and 20 Ministeis met in confeience in Calcutta to take stock of 
the position in the Eastern States Agenev The Baja Sihib of Saiaikella said, 
‘•We are here to-daa, to discuss the details of a possible form of constitiinoii, 
which w ill meet the needs of the situation and w ill be w oikable in the peculiai’ 
ciiciimstances of the States ” ^ 

The .Central Asscmbli passed Mr K M Kazmis Bill to consolidate „ the law 
relating Jo divorce foi Moslem women ■ 

In the Onssa Assembly, the plight of the co-operatiie movement in North 
Orissa was loiced, when the Onssa Moneylenders Bill was discussed. 

In the Bombay Assembly, ilr A B Latthe, Eiuance ilinister, in presenting 
the Budget announced that complete prohibition would be intiodaced in Bombay 
City and subuibs fiom August 1, 1939 , this would result in a loss of Es 320 
lakhs (in reienue) 
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Efsoletion on Keoegamzatios 

After H E the Vitcroy had spoken, H\s Htqhness the Chancellor, The Jam 
Saheb of Nawanaoar mo’ied a resolution of condolence on the deaths of late 

Highnesses the Maharaja of Patiala, foinier Chancellor of the Chamber, the INIaha- 
raja Gaelmai of Baroda, the JIaharaja of Kishengarh, the Maharaja of Ah\ar, the 
Maharaja of Den as (Senior) and the Kaja of Sanantwndi 

The impoitant resolution regaiding the pioposed scheme for the reorganisation 
of the Chamber of Piinccs nas moved by the Ghanecllor “It has been rcgrctfulls 
noticed foi some time past,” said His Highness, “that certain important States ha\c 
tended to drift av'ij fioin this Ch^imbei and this his natui'ill} detracted iroro its 
importance and utility It is no use rc-cvaraining the lessons for this teiuicnc> 
of apportioning blame for it The fact, hoi\ever, could not be denied and it 
called foi the best efforts of all Eulers and fiicnds of the States to assist in 
bunging all categories of States together on the louit plank of this Ohnrnbcr 
Hib Highness said that only four States had laiscd doubts or differences regard- 
ing the scheme and these doubts, he was confident, wcie due to genuine misundcr- 
BtMidings The detailed communications uhich he had sent them Mould, he Mas 
sure, help to clear the position , „ ,-, 1 . i _ 1 

Seconding the lesolution, the Raja of Btlaspur said that the Chamber, ns it 
stood to day, ivas puicly an advisory body and their rccoinmciulations iverc of a 
piiieh adiison' chaiacter The reoigaiiisation schcrac would operate only lor loin 
veais, Mheieafter its suitability Mould be reviewed It was importaut to secure 
unity among the Piinces and he requested the Viccioy to accept the scheme and 

put it into immediate opciation n- j i 

His Highness the Raja of Mandt, Bujiporling the resolution, afunned that, 
speaking as one belonging to the category of smaller States, he considered it ns un- 
founded and based on misundei standings the apprehensions of certain quaitcr that 
the piesent pioposals would affect the soieicignty of some of the btates 

The Mahal aja of Tripura welcomed the icpicsentation given by the reorgani- 
sation scheme to the Eastern States and expressed the hope that these proposals 
would enable the Pnnccly Oidei to attain that unity Mhich was essential to it 

An amendment, embodying an agiccd settlement of the grouping of the six 
States of Jind, Nabha. Kapuithala, Khaiiniir, Bcnaics and Idar, was moved by Uis 
Highness the il/a/iarci/ct of Patiala His Ilighncss explained that apart from the fact 
that iclatively speaking the niimbei of seats at present allotted o the Punjab States 
did not cnsuie foi them, both in the regional group and collcctiv ch , their due 
lepiesentation on the Standing Committee envisaged in the new bchcme, the amenu- 
ment sought merely to implement the decision anivcd at the infoimal conference 
held in Bombay in Novcmbci His Highness added that he did not seek to modify 
the icoiganisation pioposals which had his Mholchcartcd approval, constituting as 
they did 'i supreme cffoit on the p'lrt of the luembeiB of the Friucelj Older to 
evolve nn equitable foimuh Ihe resolution and the amendment Mere put to the 

House and unanimously adopted t uu 

His Highness the Maharaja of Bthaner moved a ''Ote of hearty tlinnks to 
the Chancelloi for his splendid and untmng ^^Olk for the Chamber In his 7cak 
remaikcd His Highness wilh humoin, the Chancellor bad Eumraoned them to meet 
at all soita of places and in all climates and had kept them at work till unspeak- 
able hours The Chamber would, he said, giatcfully acknowledge the Chancellor s 
labours His Excellency then adjourned the meeting 

Second Day— Now Delhi— 41U March 1939 
TIic Fiinccs Chamber held a short sitting this morning and then adjourned 

sine die His Excellency the Viccrov jircsided TVEovn,,, 

n H the Chancelloi submitted reports of Hewan Bahadur Pandit Dharam 
Naiam and Fn E K Shanmiikham Chctti regarding Uieir work ns reprc=(mtaUvc8 
of India at tlie meetings of the League of NUipns at Gcne\a in ana 

and said that he wished to place on record the ChambCT s apprcaation of the able 
MOik of these two gentlemen On the motion of the Chantellor the resolution 
legarding mail robbery rules was adopted As a rteult of the rcorganualion 
scheme adojitcd by tbe Chamber vesterdax, there m as no election this year of a 
Chancellor, Pio Chancellor and Standing Committee 

Chasceleoe Explvins PriNCES’ Attitgde 
The most important business ot the day Hts Highness the Chancellor’s 
address to the Viceroy, thanking His Lxcclleiicy for presiding over their 

54 
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The Bihar Assembly adopted the Finance Jliniatei s motion for circnlatina- the 
Sliinitipal Amendment Bill foi eliciting public opinion " 

Pandit Janharlal Nehiu, in his piesidentnl addiess to the All-India States’ 
Peoples Conference at Ludhiana said that the Smtes neie setting the face for 
India, and said that 'the Congress will ecitainlj intcnene in the State if the 
India Goveinment intenene to ciiish the people” 

15th His Excellency Sir Slaiuice Hallett, K C SI C I E , avas appointed to 
be the Goaernoi of the United Pi evinces fiom December, 1939 and the lion Sir 
F A Stenait, KCJE C&I,tobe Goaeinoi of Bihar fiom Dccemhei, IHO 

In the Bengal Legislatne Assembly, the Finance Jilinistci Mr Nahm Ranjan 
Saihai, in intioducing the Budget , Estimates foi 1939-40, announced that he 
nould intiodiice trio taxation measuies dining the session of the Assenibh, 
calculated to yield additional lerenue of Us 12 laklis a year (1) a betting tax 
on dog-iacing and (2) an ungiaduated lax of Rs 30 a year on piofessions, tiades 
and callings and emplorments, exempting those rvho do not pay income tax 

The Cential x\ssembly passed a non-ofhcial lesolution uiging cncouiagement of 
the manufactuie of matches as a cottage industiy by increasing tli/i icbate on 
hand-made matches and leducing the license fees on the producing cpnccNis 

16Hi In the Cential Assembly, theie r\as a gcneial debate on the Eaihray Biidgel, 
a vaiiety of questions langing fiom majoi policy, finances, latcs and constuiclioii. 
to insignificant det nl of oigani^ation made the pioocediiigs lathei Inch 

In the Indian Roads Congiess, m Cilcutia, inteiesting infoimation about roads 
in India rras lercalcd , the fust tiro papcis rvcie ‘toils in iclatioii. to loads’ 
by Ml G W D Bieadai, Distuct Enaincci, Guidaspui and The-^c of «oil 
stabiluition in unmetallcd and metalled loads in India” by Mr 8*11 Melua 
The fact that only one thud of India’s loads neie metalled was sttgsscd in 
anotliei papci 

The agiaiian dispute in the Buidwan Distuct (Bengal) against the paxment ot 
Canal dues culminated in the aiiest of 18 roluiitceis including the Icadeis of a 
group of fc.aty agi abis 

His Exalted Highness the Nmm of Ilydcinbad issued a fiiman containing an 
appeal foi unity and public co-opeiation rvith the Goreiumcnt of Hyderabad 

17th Ml V D Saraikai, Pic«idcnt of the All-India Hindu Jlahasabha, addiessing 
the Hindu fcabha Conteiencc it Khulna, stiongly ciitici/ed the policy of the 
Congiess Goitiiimeiits of placating Mahomedans at the cost of Hindus, in the 
piorinces nheie the lattei rieie in a majoiity 

Ills Excellency the Goreinoi of Bengal accepted the icsignalion of the Hon 
Shamsuddin Ahmed as a racmbei of the Council of MiiUbtcis There rvas a 
rcdistiibution of poitfolios 

At the AU-India States Pcoj les’ Confcicnce, at Ludhiana, the affairs in raiious 
States, piaiticulailr Ea}kot, Jaipur and Hyderabad neie discussed at length The 
coiifeieiice concluded its session 

Leading membeis ot the Piaja Blandal Jaipur State, iverc sentenced to variouB 
tcims of imprisonment 

Om Mandlt Allans The High Couit consisting of Justices C M Lobo and 
E Weston, dehveung judgment at Kaiachi, held that on the mateiial before 
them, there rras nothing to shon that the Om Alandh rvas being ran foi any 
wrongful purposes Ihcv, honeiei, lemaikcd that as the pneseiit application (of 
Om Radhe) rras not seired on the mients of the guls, they could not do any- 

, thing in the matter, and dismissed the same (It may bo recalled that in a 
recent case, rrhere tr\o paients seued Lekhiaj for the icstoiation of their 
daughteis, the giils made sensational allegations in the couit against Leknnij 
'Ihe Hindus in the Piovince held nunieious piotest meetings urging the Gorcni- 
ment to ban the Om Mandlt and denounced it as ‘subveisire ot the sanctity of 
family life ”) , ' 

ISth Mahatma Gandhi rviotc trvo articles in the Hartjan, one on Travancorc and 
the othei on Hxdcrabad State, advising that the Hyderabad State Congress 
should continue the suspension of the Satyaginha moremeiit 

The Sind Budget revealed a surplus of Ks G,G8,009 

In the Council of State, tne Railway Budget rvas discussed , Mr Hosain Imam 
iiigcd that the Railway Department should make all efforts to increase rerenue 
and reduce expendituie 
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Kolhapur is the le'iding Stitc in South M'lh'u-ishtr'i Vlien Kollnpnr morc^, 
it may be expected that tlie rest of the States of Southern Maharashtra uill nnkc a 
moic Some time ago a beginning uas made in the direction of rcprc-cntatuc 
government bj the introduction of local self-goierning bodies and tlic grant of eight 
lakhs of rupees foi the same Now the Prime Minister Ins been directed to report 
upon the best manner in uhieh suth additional associations of tlie people of the 
State uith its administration can be brought about To this end the Alahaiaja Ins 
Started a Legislatue Asscmblj with refeienec to the cntiio prineipahta llicic is no 
doubt that the informs uill not go bejond the Minto-Moile% icforms puLiiir, from 
the chaiactei of the announcement and the checks and balances uith uiiich thc\ 
haie been hedged 

The State Congress agitation has cropped up in Rajnandgaon State in a Mgo- 
rous form in the Central India Before the Satjagioha ms started in light earnest, 
the Durbar has made an announcement indicating its decision to start nchii-orj 
councils foi each of the scion parganas called Praja Sabhas with tMO-thmis memher- 
ship elected and the rest to be nominated b> the Durbar as well ns the President 
This scheme of reforms is considered bj the people to be cxtremelj unsatisfaitorv 
The absence of a Central Asscmblj ba-'ed on elected reprcscntatiics of the siibjctts 
at the Gentle is giound enough foi a complaint bj the State Congress people to 
whom the scheme is obiiously unacceptable, and Mahatmaji is being consulted bj 
Mr Rmkai on the subject 

In Mewar which is an ancient State, the discontent of the people has been 
intensified Iw the fact that the Government of India has transferred a portion of 
the Butish Indian terntoi-j of Ajmere-Menvara in sjute of the opposition of the 
inhabitants of the area con<eiued The satjagraha campaign at Udaipur and Eabln- 
dwar covered nearly 111 prisoneis 

In the midst of this confusion and chaos throughout, it is gladdening to note 
some cosmos is being evolved m the vaiious fetates m India Ihe quiet and 
unostentatious manner in winch the Raja feaheb of Aundh has celebiatcd his seven- 
tieth birthday by announcing the conferment of responsible government upon his 
subjects comes as a great lelief 

While large States like Ujderabad, Udaipur, and Bikanei have made Ihcmsehcs 
well known for the restnction of civil libcities which have been impo'-ed uion the 
people of the State, it is a mattei for congratulation tint tlie Holknr of Jndorc Ins 
in response to the publn demand, admitted bis subjects to a greater mcisuic of 
civil libeities, by lemoving the restiictions upon holding jaiblio meetings within 
the Indore municijial boundaiies 


Benares, it may be lemembered, was only a ramiudan till 25 jears ago when 
it was made a Stale The report of~ the Committee ajqiointed bj the Malm ija 
of Benares in Maich 1938 to imestigate tbe question of ci eating a LcLi^^lntuc 
Council for the State has been submitted to liis Highness In the CIucE 
^cretary of the State The repoit is signed bj foui out of the five membcis 
The remaining member, Mr Haiishankar Dube, proposes to submit a separate 
report shortlj ■* 

It IS a matter for gratification that the State Congress of Trat avcorc 
witnaravvn tint poition of the memorandum relating to pci&oml matters and it is to 
* ! ‘'V®"*®® 1*' may suspend the civil dnobcdience movement in response 

to Mahatmajis dnections Ihc whole buiden of diicction of the movement in its 
fuither stages will then natnrallj fall on Maliatmaji himself Judging fioni the 
events in iiavancoie, namelv, the deputation of the Eaiis for the rcfoini of the 
;^ting sj stem and reoigaiiisation of the management, as well as rejire=cntation of 
jJewasorn, it looks as though the State is prepaiing itself for the inevitable next 
stop in the politj of the State 

Finally, the Hyderabad State Congress is to be congratulateil on the prompt 
and decisive manner in which it has earned out the bclicsts of Iilahalmaji There 
18 a destiny that trulj shapes our ends and Mahatmji stands at Shegaon as the 
one adviser of the whole of India in matters not only relating to jirovintcs but 
also to the States He has been now drawn into the frav for Jlalntmaji is 
nlwajs the first person to recognise movements based upon self-help Those who 
have hem accustomed to his wavs dunng the last 18 vears in regard lo political 
afiairs of British India so called’ would find nothing siringe in his stoppin'- the 
satyagraha movement in Hvdeiabad so for as it it is concerned with the pSitical 
fispect of the matter The afiairs of Hyderabad have been unfortunatclv complica- 
ted by the incoming of the Hindu Civil Liberties’ Union on the one hand which 
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In the U P Assembly, tbe Premier gave tbe official estimate of the casualties 
at Cavmpore, as 42 killed and about 200 injured Some SQQ persons had been 
arrested 

19th The Bengal Hindu Sabha Conference at Kliulna concluded its session after 
several resolutions aiming at the achievement of solidiiiM among Hindus vrere 
passed Mr Savarkar presided 

E.han Bahadur M Azizul H-'que, Vice Chancellor, Calcutta University, m 
opening the Nadia distract primary school tcachcis’ conference laid stress on the 
importance of primary education in the building up of a nation 
His Highness the Aga Khan eaid at Kaiacbi, that he held the new that the 
advent of Federation was eeitam, thoneh it inav not be thiaist on an unwilling 
India There nould be substantial modifications His Hishness also said that 
he had been norking for Hindu Muslim unity 

20lh In the Bihar Assemblv, the Budget repealed “just balanced” estimates, onlv a 
surplus of Es 75,000 being expected 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru had a long talk widi Mahatma Gandhi at IVa dha, 
during ,which they reviewed the situation arising from the le-election of Sj Subhas 
ChandralBose as the President 

Highness the Gaekwar of Baroda issued a pioclamahon announcing 
Eefonfis in tbe State-^the creation of an enlarged Dhaia Sabha with an elected 
majority based on a wide tenitonal franchise 

2l6t In the Central Assemblv, Sir G S Bajpai, in leplv to iL T S Avanashilin- 
gam, Chettiar, stated that the Central Advisoiv Boaid of Education had geneially 
approve^ the principle of the Wardha scheme which was one of ^ucatiou 
through activitv 

22nd Thirteen of the fifteen members of the All-Inoia Congress Working 
Committee resigned from the Committee following an informal confer ence with 
Mahatma Gandhi at MTardlia Ibey were Saidlr Vallabbhai Patel, Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad, Dr Eajendia Prosad, Mrs Soiojmi Naidn, Mr B 
Desai, Dr P Sitaramayya, Mr S Deo, Mr H !Mehtab, I^Ii Knpalani, 
Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan* hli J Daulatiam, ilr Bijaj and Pandit Nehru 
The pimcipal reasons for the resignations were diffeienccs with Sj Siibhas 
Chandra Bose over the policv of the Congress and the feeling that Sj Bose 
should be free to choose a Cabinet that repiesented his views feardai Patel 
and his colleagues stressed in their communication to Bj Bose that the time 
had come for the Congress to have a clear cut policv, not based on a compromise 
between differing groups in the partv 

In the Bengal Legislative Council, the Budget was d’scussed cntieallj, 
the European Group accorded its supj^ort to the Finance Minister 
In the Central Assembly, the cut monon moied to discuss the “inade- 
quate representation of Jloslems in the railway senices was passed without 
a division 

23ra The death occurred in Calcutta of His Excellencv Lord Biabourne, 
Governor of Bengal jMany tiibutes weie paid to His Excellency m both 
Houses of the Central Legislature Following tbe death of Loid Braboimie, the 
King approied oi the appointment of Sir E N Eeid, Goveinoi of Assam, 
to act as Goiernor of Bengal and Mr Heniy Joseph Twvanham, Chief 
Bev.retar\ to the Government of Bengal, to act as 'Goiernoi of Assam 

Hi the Bihar Assembly Mr Jamnna Karji [ Congress ) speakmg on 
the' Budget, reiteiated the charge that the hlinistrv was bent upon apjiointing 
non-Bihans 

In the U P Assembly, the Premier indicated that 'one of the interesting 
features of his Budget would be the revision of the scale of pay and of the 
conditions of service of all low paid employees of the Goi eminent and not 
merely •of police constables * 

Mr M N Eov, picsiding over the Burma Talley Youth Coh&vence aF 
■BylheV, observed, “Ihe field of pohtical actiiity of all the ladicals'^^and revolu- 
tionanes is the Congress It has grave defects, and radicals inside it eruenence 
great difficulties In vorking according to their will and conscience But the 
Congress is- a mighty instrument created ba the masses It must be utilized 
for the liberation of the masses If that task is neglected by the radicals, it 
may be utilized by others as an irstrument againt the masses ” 
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larger gathering than yesterday Most of the resolutions which emerged from the 
Subjects Committee were disposed of to day, leaving the Hydeiabad icbolution and 
another on civil libeities foi to-monow’s session 

Piominent leadeis weie piesent, including Dr Kitchlew and scieial Punjab 
M L a’b, while among those who mo\ed, and spoke on important resolutions were 
Dr Pattabhi Sitaiamayja, Mi Chudgax, Dr Lohia, Mr Sirajul llassan, Mi 
Jailalji Kilam, and Mi Saangdar Das 

Messages, wishing the Conference success, were received from Mr Shanket 
Eao Deo, Mi Puishottamdaa landon, Mr S Satjamurthi, the hon Mis Vijaja 
Laxmi Pandit and Siimati Kamaladevi 

Apart fiojn a dozen delegates fiom Hjdcrabad (Deccan) who weie participating 
in the btates People’s Confeience, other Muslim leadeis fiom the same State who 
aiiived in Ludhiana to paiticipate in the piocccdings as Hjdeiabad delegates weie 
not allowed by the Piesident to join the dehbeiations, as thc\ were not Lona fide 
delegates He, however, permitted them to place their case befoie the Confctence 
as independent membeis To this, they declined to agree and withdicw 

The Conference congratulated the people of Rajkot ‘‘on then stiugplc and con- 
demned the breach by the Thakoie Saheb of his agreement with Saidar Vallabhbhai 
Patel” The confeience wished success to the people of Rajkot in then attcnijit 
to achieve Responsible Government in the State and condemned ‘‘the unw an anted 
inteiference by the Paiamount Powei in the intcinal afiaiisof Slates” and warned 
the Paramount Powei of “the grave consequences” 

Two other resolutions, passed by the Conference, protested against the aiicst 
of Maneklal Varma, Leadei of the Piaja Mandal in Deoli, bj the Mewni polite in 
the junsdicton of Ajmei-Meiwaia, and against the ban placed on Seth Janinilal 
Bajaj’s enti'y into Jaipur and congiatulated Beth Jamnalal Bajaj on his vindication 
“of the civil libcities of the people of Jaipui” 

The resolution on Tiavancoie affans, as passed by the Woiking Committee at 
Delhi was adopted without any change 

Pioposing the Kajkot lesolution, Di Pattabhi Sitaramayya diew attention to 
the significance of the Rajkot agitation, which was enhanced bj the auest of .Siiraati 
Kastuiibai Gandhi, and declared that what was happening in Rajkot to dav would 
happen in some other State to-moirow 

Suppoi ting the resolution, Mr Chudgar desenbed the couise of negotiations 
between baidai Vallabhbhai Patel and Sir Patrick Cadell and felt that tlie Paia- 
mount Powei was now raeasuiing swords with the Congicss indiieclh fhiough the 
btates foi testing its stiength to leject the Fedeiation 

Di Lo/itcr pioposed the Jaipni resolution, which, in the modified form piotcst- 
ed against the lines of admmistiation in the btates and the ban on Beth Jamnalal 
Bajaj B entry, appieciated the resolve of the Piaja Mandal for conducting Batv unaha 
till It obtained civil liberty “Jo 

This lesolution was adopted with one dissentient 

j’ standing, a condolence resolution on the death of 
including Messrs Mam Shankci Tiivedi, Geneial Fecietarv 
of ^e All-India States People’s Conference, Manilal Kothan, a pioneer woikcr 
A V Patwardhan, Piovincial Secretary for Maharashtra, and others^ ’ 

Mr rnf/nff grievances of the Kashmir subjects 

r supporting the resolution on the subject, explained the nation- 

al demands put forward by his National Party to the Government and urged the 
need for responsible Government to the State ^ 

The Conference passed a resolution appreciating the political awakening in the 
vaiions States al over India and the efforts of all' jmblic workers in those 
btates to rouse in the masses a sense of their political and economic rights, urc^ 
those workers to orpnise constructive work such as khadi, prohibition, communal 
unity and the establishment of mass contact ’ '•^’uimunai 

By another resolution, the Conference congratulated the Raja Saheb of Anndh 
who recently had introduced Reforms in hit State, and urged the other smaller 
States in the country to follow suit . b uuicr smaiier 

Resolutions— Third Dny~tndhlnnn— 17th Fehrnary 1939 

The opinion ^at the SatyaCTaha campaign in Hyderabad was inopportune was 
expressed at the Conference, wlucb concluded to-chij after passing a number M 
resolutions relating to the vanous States. i ng a numoer oi 
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24tli Sii Eoberfc Eeid assumed chaige as Governor of Bengal 

In tlie United Piovinces Assembly, the Budget showed a deficit of Es 45 
lakhs 

In the Centnl Assembly, Sir G S Bajpai (Secietan, Education. Health 
and Lands Depaitment) made a statement on the situation in South Afiica 
with legaid to the pioposed land legislation in South Afiica afiecting Indians 
resident in the Union 

Mahatma Gandhi issued a statement announcing his decision to go to 
Eajkot on a "mission of peace”, the Satjagiaba in EajLot State was 
suspended 

In the Orissa Assemblv, the Budget^ repealed a deficit of Es 18,35 000 

In the Bombaj Legislative Council, the Budget pioposals ucic discussed 
Piof C Mahajani, while welcoming the lural uplift and educational policies 
of the Goieinment ciiticwed then taxation pioposals, which, he thought would 
lead to economic financial disaster 

Mahatma Gandhi contributed thiee aiticlcs m the ffanjan on eiertls m three 
States, Tiaiancore, Limbdi and Jaipur , the fiist adused the Tiaiamoic 
State Congiessmcn to ensuie complete non-violence befoie euibaiking on a 
Satyagiaha - 

zeth S] Subhas Chandia Bose, the Congress Piesidcnt, accepted 'the' lesignaiion 
tendered by 13 membeis of the Congiess Woiking Committee In \iew of the 
acceptance of the above lesignations, the Congiess Parlnmentarj Sub Committee 
stood dissohcd Mi J B Kiipalani’s appointment as Gcneial hecictan 
of the All India Congiess Committee also tciminatcd with the ^ acceptance of 
his lesignation As a lesult of the dissolution of the Congress Paihumentan 
sub-Committec the Powei of the Committee wcic rested m the ycmaining two 
membeis of the Woiking Committee PioMsional anangement weit being made 
to appoint a Congiess leadei to take charge fiom Mi Kiipalini 
27th S] Subhas Chandia Bose, in his lettci accepting the resignations of the 13 
members of the Congress \Voiking Committee hoped that the Icadcis would 
gne him co operation and agsistance in the discharge of Ins duties as the Con 
giess Piesident 

In the Bengal Legislatue Assembly, thcie was an atmospheic of cxfitcment 
and lively debate when the House met to tonsidci tlic Calcutta Jhinui- 
pal Ameiinment Bill 

In the Punjab Legislative Assembly, the Budget Estimates for 1033-40 levealed 
a suiplus of Es G lakhs 

The Assam Political Confeience at Golaghat adopted a resolution opposing the 
proposed Fedeial scheme contained in the Goveinmcnt of India Act 
28th His Excellency the Viceioj, speaking at a State banquet at Taipui, said that 
the maintenance of good relations between a Eulci and his subjects was moic 
impoitant to-day than evei 

In the Central Assembly, Sir James Giigg, Finance Memboi presented bis 
last Budget He announced only a single measuie of fresh taxation— the 
doubling of the Customs duty on impoittd law cotton 


March 1939 

Chief Events ; — Mahatma Gandhi’s fast on EajLot issue — ^Communal 
clashes m a npmbei-o{ tJ P Towns and neai Calcutta — 52nd Session of 
the Indian National Congress at Tripuri the Pant Eesolution on 
Congiess Leadership discussed Sj Bose’s ‘aspeision’__ on old Woiking 
Committee membeis regietted Piesident’s plan of an 'Ultnhatum to tlie 
Bntfshc Government rejected — Annual session of the Chamber of Princes 
at New Delhi — Satyagraha in Tiavaneora State 

1st His Excellency Sir George Lumlev, Governor of Bombay, inaiigunting the 
Intel -Universities Confeience in Bombaj, emphaswed ‘‘the important and decisive 
part” which Indian Univeisities would have to play at this ‘‘most interesting 
and vital period of Indian history.” 
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Concluding, His Ewellency referred to the ripid progress in the cducntion of 
the misses which i\as likely to result from the pohej non cunesth puisued bj 
many Piovincial Governments and thought that undei these circumstances, a de- 
mand foi the cheapening of University education and the closei association of the 
Umveisities with commeicial and indiistiial wotld would aiise He believed him- 
self that the Univeisitj’s aim should be fiist and foiemost never to Facnfice 
scholarship to the CMgcneies of the commeicnl and industinl world "The need 
to pieserve the slandaid of Umversitj deiriees and to inciease the contnbution 
which the Umveisities can make to scientilic lescaith and discover seems to me, 
a consideiation of the first impoitancc” 

•* Kesolntions 


Several resolutions weic passed at the last day of the Confeicnce, on the ^rd 
March 1939 It was lesolvcd that the medium of in-.tiiiction at the difleiont stages of 
education upto and including the Degiee coiiise as fai as possible, be tlic mothci- 
tongue of the student but wheic this was not possible, owing to the existence of 
diffeient mothei -tongues in the same sihool oi foi otlici snctnl icasons, the medium 
of instruction should be English oi anv other modem Inman laiigii ige Ihc litera- 
tuie of the lespcctive Indian languages should be sin ablj eniichcd Instiuctiou 
and woik in all lescarch institutions should be m English, except wheic modern 
Indian languages had been used for a special pin pose 


Another icsolution allowed special subjects of studv suitable foi women ns an 
alternative at the Intermediate and Dcgiee stages, piovidcd thev did not cover 
moie than one thud of the couise , and that each Univeisity should have an ad- 
viBoiy body foi women’s education 

Militaiy science and training as optional subjects for the Degree course was 
thought desiiable, the confeience requested the Goveinmcnt of India to provide 
meatei facilities foi such military tinning by ofieiing the scivices of Militaij 
OfficeiB foi the U T 0, which should bo extended to colleges and Universities 

It was fuither lesolved that B Com Degrees should be iccogniscd ns one of 
the qualifications foi the B L and LL B couisc m Indian Univcisities ns well 
ns foi L T, B T oi B Ed couises 

It lecommeiided that political science should be given greater importance 
in the ICS examination and should be given a place m competitive examina- 
tions foi the Accountants, Police and Customs scrviecs 


The confeicnce considcied the question of the parity of Univcisitv examination 
to facilitate the migration of pupils fiom one Umveisily to nnotbei It was 
lesolved that, as the Waidha scheme had not so f u taken a definite and final 
shape, It was not possible to pionounce an opinion as to how it should be 
correlated to Univeisity courses of study 

To make the technology courses a success' there should be planned schemes 
of economic development and the Universities should establish close contacts with 
the commcicial and industiial oiganisations in this country 

It was resolved that it be icpiescnted to the Government of India that 

conijietitivc test and 

of Biltish Umv cities* should be given the same status and recognition as degrees 


The S. I. Adult Education Conference 

Annual Session— Madras— 12th to 14th January 1938 


The Welcome Address 


Conference commenced its 


session on the 

Mr N 


10 . 1 , Indian Adult Education 

12tli Jannary 1939 at the Umversitj Examination Hall, Tnjvlicane, Jlidra 
liajaq^palan. Deputy Jilavor of the Madias Corporation, presided 

Bahadur S E Runqmadhani, _5hcc-Clianccllor of the Umversitj, m 

Education ' 


Dew an 

■welcoming the 


delegates on behalf of the Univcrsilj, said Adult 


m 
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His E'foellencT the Ticero) in his speech at the State banquet in Jodhpur, 
said, ‘‘The decision as to the accession to the Eedeiation of India is one for 
your Highness to take and neither in the ca^e of Jodhpur nor in the case of 
anv other State iTiIl any piessiue in legard to that decision be biought to beai 
upon a ruler” 

Eegistiation of foreigners in British India ms proposed in a Bill published 
in a Gazette of India Extiaoidinarj 

Mr Biswanath Das, the Oiissa Piemier, in rephing to the Budget discussion 
in the Assembly, pointed out the need £oi sacrifices by the rich m favoui of 
the 1 oor ' 

Mi Mohan Lai Saxena, Mr Satranaroin Sinha, Pandit K D Palliwal and 
seien othei niembeis of the Central Assembh and also jnembeis of the 
All India Congicss Committee sent a letter fiom Near Dellii to fciynt Snbhas 
Ohandia Bose, urging him to uithdiair, oi substantiate, the chaiges made bv 
him agrtinst th^ membeis of the Woiking Committee befoie the nest meeting 
of the A I C C 

The Madias Andhra Distiict Congiess JVoiking Committee passed a lesolution, 
espiessing complete confidence and implicit faith in Mahatma Gandhis 
leadershiji-i’ appealing to him to continue to lead the country in its fight for 
freedom ih the same manner as befoie 
2inl Mahatma Gandhi decided tO' undeitake a fast if the demands submitted to 
the Ea]kot administiation areid not considered — Mahatma Gandhi wiote a lettei 
to the Duibai embodying his firml pioposals for a compromise 
The C-onference of Indian Uniieisities held in Bombay resohed that it ivas 
not dess»b1e to slioiten the length of the Degiee Couise The confeience also 
disciissea ■’the possibility of gieatei co-opeiation betircen tbe Hniieisitj and the 
broadcasting authoiities foi organizing educational progiammes 
Seyeral problems of gieat magnitude with irhich the Goyemment of India 
was confronted in India, were refened to in a speech by Loid yetland, the 
Secretary of State for India, speaking at the dinner of the Luerpool Cbamber 
of Commerce He said theie was at present a little tiouble going on in India, 
but It conceraed the India of the Princes , lather than tbe pioiinccs of Biitish 
India Ihere had been some trouble between the Princes and their subjects 
Mahatma Gandhi staited his fast at Eajlot 

At Cawnpoie, in the course of a clash, fiyepei^ons were killed and ten in]iued 
Sii George Campbell, in his presidential address at the annual geneial meeting 
(in Calcutta) of the Bengal Cbambei of Commerce, dealt with yanous matters 
relatins to trade, comraeice and industry in India 
Sj Bubhas Chandia Bose, Congiess Piesident, issued a statement rephing 
to the laiions charges made against him after the Piesidential election by 
seyeral members of the Congress Working Committee. Sj Bose lepeated his 
appeal to Pandit Nehru to shake off his yai illation and give a bold and correct 
lead to all the Eadical and Progiessive forces in the countiy and assured Pandit 
Neliru of his loyal and aident supjport 

At the Confeience of Indian Uniyeisities in Bombay, it was lesohed that the 
medium of instruction at the different stages of educa'tion up to and including 
the Degree Coiiise should, as fai as possible, be the mother tongue of the student 
At the annual session of the Jamait-ul-Llema-i-Hind Conference, which opened 
at New Delhi, Dr Shankatullah Shah Ansan, Chairman of the Eecephon Com- 
mittee, in his address drew the attention of the ulemas to the ‘‘critical situation” 
through which the Muslims of India weie passing in the struggle foi fieedom 

4lh Mahatma Gandhi continued his fast at Ea]kot The Prime Ministers of the 
United Proyinces, Bihar, Onssa, the Central Pioiinces and Bind sent telegrams 
to the Viceroy requestmg the Ciown representatiye to interTene in Eajkot in 
I'lew of the situation created by the Mahatma’s fast 
The Adiisory Council of Eajkot in a statement to the Press expressed the 
Mew that Mahatma Gandhis letter to the Thakur Baheb hs tant/imonnt to . 
an ultimatum and contains unreasonable demands, the acceptance of which prac- 
tically mean surrender by the Thakoie Baheb of his rights as the Suler of the 
State' in obedi^giccr to outside dictation 

The illness otE], Bubhas Chandra Bose took a sciions turn his temperature 
shot up to KM degrees, with all the former painful depressing symptoms 
In a number of towns in the United Provinces, there were eereial instances 
of Hindu Moslem clashes , the situation was particularly senous m Benares 
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t-ix The measure met mth strong opposition from Congress and Krisak Proja 
members who soaght delaying its consideration by motions foi circidatioii and 
reference to a select Committee 

In the Central Assembly, the Eajkot ciisis and Tiipun Congress Committee 
nttiacted most of the Congress members The President admitted !Mr Abdul 
Quaiyum s adjournment motion on Kenya The motion sought to discuss the 
failuie of the Government of India to secure the amendment of the existing 
practice nith regard to the alienation and transfer of lands in the Kenya 
highlands to Indians and the disquieting fact that non-British European 
subjects lYill receiie preferential treatment as against Indians 

8th Sj Eubhas Chandra Bose presided ovei the All-India Congress Committee 
meeting at Tiipuri— he lay on an inialid’s chair carried by Congress volunteers 
i\Iain interest centred round the discussion of a resolntion sponsoied bj Pandit 
G E Pant, which expressed confidence in the old Working Committee and 
urged Sj Bose to nominate the new Working Committee according to Mahatma 
Gandhi’s wiihes 

In the Central Assembly, Sir James Grigg, Finance Member made a 
spirited reply to his critics when the House resumed general discussion on the 
Budget ' Mr Biojendia Narayan Chandhuri felt that the budget of this 
counti-y ueie entirely subseivient to the two ‘'Ls”, namely London and Lanca- 
shire, iihose interest it was to see that no substantial changes ueie intioduced 
in the Budget 

Cth The^A"! C C at Tiipuri again discussed the resolution which expressed 
confid^ce in the old Working Committee, and iiiged Sj Bose to nominate the 
new WorBng Committee according to Mahatma GandJii’s wishes vSj Subhas 
Chandra Bose said that if the mo\er of the lesolntion had in mind that he (Sj 
Bose) had cast any aspersions, he would like to repeat what he had said in an 
early statement that he had. never cast any aspersions against any member of the 
Working Committee, aud that he had nei ei doubted the bonafides of any member 
of that Committee 

ilahatma Gandhi confened foy two horns with represen tatn es of the Praja 
Panshad at Eajbot, on their future work He wrote a letter to Mr G C Gibson, 
President, Western India States urging the withdrawal of the emergency regula- 
tions and lifting of the ban on newspapers. 

In the Assam Legislative Assembly, the Budget Estimates for 1939-40 revealed 
a deficit of Es 17,39,000 

ICth The 52nd session of the Indian National Congress opened m a tense 
atraosnhere, following a adveise vote against the President’s group in the Subjects 
Committee earhei in the day The President bj Subhas Chandia Bose 
did not attend the opening session, in view of the state of his health and 
^laulana Abul Kalam Azad, as the seniormost ex-President, took the chair 
Sj Subhas Chandra Bose could not preside over the meeting of the Subjects 
Committee, Maulaua Azad presided the agenda before the Committee 
included Pandit Govinda Ballabh Pant’s reply to the debate on his resolution, 
’iihich regretted the aspersions’ cast against the members of the old Working 
Committee, iciterated faith in the jolicy and programme hitherto pursued 
under the giiidanie of ^lahatma Gandhi, and recommended that the president 
shOjild nominate the Working Committee for the year, m accordance uith 
yilahatma Gandhi’s wishes All amendments were rejected and Pandit 
Pant’s resolution was accepted by 218 votes to 133 Sj Bose, in his presidential 
address, referred to the events leading to the resignation of the Working Com- 
mittee, and said that his speech had to be bnef under extraordinary circumstances 
The mam issue he touched on was Federation He said “I must”give clear aud 
unequivocal expression to what I have been feeling for some time past The time 
has come to raise the issue of Swaraj and submit our national demands t^thc 
British Goveiitment in the foim of an ultimatum ’ , / 

Mahatma Gandhi in an aj neal to the Eajkot public recapitulated the historv 
of the States notifications ana the correspondence between the Viceroy and him- 
self and the happy termination of his fast He emphasized that he had inten- 
tionally omitted the publishing of other matenals known to him He urged the 
>.,need ot truth and non-Molence in the administration and in individual dealings 
In the Bengal Legislative Council the Home Jlinister introduced the Calcutta 
and Subarban Police (Amendment) 'BSt Opposition speakers launched a strong 
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The Jam Saliib of Nairanagar, Chancellor, Chamber of Pnnces in thanking 
TTis Excellency the Viceroy for presiding at the annual session of the Chamber 
of Pnnces, stated, “The Indian Pnnces are not aierse to progress m their 
States mth due regard to local condition and lesources but ure deny the right 
of any party fiom outside to dictate to ns or to coerce us m the matter of 
constitutional reforms in our States” 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, the Premier made an emphatic denial 
that the Government vrere ivithout a policy or programme in the matter of 
primary education, in reply to Dr Syama Piosad Mukheiii, ex-Yiee-chancellor 
of the Calcutta Umveisity 

At Faiidpur, resolutions urging the establishment of branches of the Hindu 
Sabha in every union of Pandpur distnct and the organization of g^mnasll.ms 
in every village, vrere passed at a public meetmg of Hindus under the 
presidency of Eai Bahadur Tarak Chandra Chatterjee 

The Bengal Government sustained a defeat in the Bengal Legislative Council, 
in coimexion mth the Calcutta Police and Subarban Amendment Bill, 1939, 
uhich sought to give pouer to the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, to depute 
' one or more police officeis to attend any public meeting for the purpose of 
reporting the proceedings of such meetings — ^There was a tie over an opposition 
amendment and the President, Mr S Mitia cast his vote in faroui of the 
amendment —The amendment was moved by Di Eadha Kumud Mukheiyi 
(Congress) aud sought to delete the explanation defining a public meeting 

lath His Excellency the Viceroy received Mahatma Gandhi at New Delhi — the 
interview lasted for about 2 hours 

The Central Asserablv resumed discussion of cut motions on the general 
Budget* AL S Satymurthi moved the fiist of the Congress paitj cuts to 
censure the Government for their defence poliej and administration 
The C P Budget Estimates for 1939-40 revealed a surplus of Es 126 lakhs 
The Bengal Legislative Council passed the Calcutta and Subarban Police 
(Amendment) Bill as modified by the House 


16th The Committee of seven formed by ilahatma Gandhi before his departure 
for Delhi foi undertaking work in the Rajkot State and to launch a drive to 
liquidate illiteracy in the State, began its work 
Twenty -four persons were committed to the sessions in connexion with the mur- 
der of Major R L Bazalgette, Political Agent, Eastern States Agency, at Eanpur 
In the Central Assembly when discussion on cut motions was resumed on 
general Budget, Mr T S A Chettiar moved the second of the Congress cuts 
to discuss the conditions of Indians overseas 
In the Punjab Assembly the Premier, Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, replying to 
the geneial debate on the Budget, made a feiient appeal to the OpposUion 
party to lend him their full co-opeiation and assistance m effacing commnnalism 
and the preaching of violence in the pioi mee 
A deputation of Arya Samajists including Lala Deshbandhu Gupta and 
Professoi Sadhikar waited on Mahatma Gandhi nith regard to Arya Samaj 
Satjagraha m Hyderabad State ^ 


17tb. The Assam Assembly continued discussion of the piinciples of the Goalpara 
' Tenancy Amendment Bill, which was moved for reference to a Select Committee 
by the Eerenue Minister 

.Mr E B Whitehead, Chairman of the Indian Mining Association, presidmo- 
aVtlie annual general meeting of the Association at the Eoval Exchange, Calcutta 
surveyed the position of the coal industry ’ 

Id the Bihar Legislate e Assembly, the estabhshmMit of an Agricultural 
College in the prorince was urged by a “cut” motion^ moved against the demand 
undei the head, “Agriculture ’ 

His Excellency Sir Geoige Cunningham, Governor of the N W JP, in 
the course of his address, declaiing open the New Assembly Chamber made a 
survey of the various problems faemg the Frontier Piovince 
The fcibd Assembly resumed its Budget session The Hmdif Independent 
Paitj held- out, due to the alleged failure of the Government to 'comply with 
their demands the number of which mcreased to eleven The demands 
included the banning of the Om Mandah, the implementry of the premier’s 
assurance regarding the assessment proposals and opposition to the expansion of 
the Ministry 
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23rd In the Central Assembly, Sir H P Modv’s amendment to omit the provi- 
sion in the Emance Bill to double the import duty on ravr cotton -was passed 
in the Assembly by 59 votes to 44 The Moslem L^gue party remained neutral 
Dr J X Morgan, K C explained what the position of Indian States 
would be under Federation, when he delivered his Tagore Lecture m the 
TJniversity of Calcutta on “Federalism and the Government of India Act” 

In Lahore, over a hundred Kishan demonstrators were arrested A party of 
about 2000 Kishans from various villages of the Lahore Distnct collecteu at the 
Municipal Gardens with the intention ^f marching to the Assembly Chamber to 
record their protest against the mcrease of land tax. 

. Dfu ^Mandah — ^Following the failure of Dada Lekhra] to carry out the 
Government’s request for the segregation of the males from the premises of the 
Om^ Mandah, the Government served him with an order under sec 144, Cr 
P*, C , to be in force for a penod of 14 days, to abstam from admitting 
female mmates of the said institution to any place wherem he may be for the 
time being. 'Om Eadhe , President of the Mandali, was directed by another 
onder to abstam from admittmg male members- to the institution 

24th His Highness the Maharaja of Holbar issued an order appomtmg a Constitu- 
tion Committee, with Eai Bahadur Eangilal, Judicial Minister, as convenor, to 
report on what Imes local Self-Government should be de\ eloped in the State 
and m what manner the constitution of the Legi'^lative Council should be 
revised and reformed so as to ensure mcreasing association of the people with 
the admmistrative machmery, due regard being paid to local conditions and 
the requirements and circumstances of the State — ^The Committee consisted 
of four officials and seven non-offieials, the latter mcludtng the president of the 
Indore Praja Mandal 

On Mandah affairs Sadhu Yaswani, the leader of the Satvagraha movement 
agamst the Cm Mandali, and 36 volunteers includmg 12 ladies were taken mto 
custody by the police when they attempted to march m a procession to the 
Secretariat m defiance of the Goremment order The District Magistrate served 
an order under sec 144 Or P C on Sadhu Yaswani and others 

In the Smd Assembly Eao Sahib Gokuldas moved an adjournment m 
connexion with Sadhu Yaswani’s arrest —Supporters of the mobon vehemently 
opposed the promulgation of an order under Sec 144 against the Satyagrahis, 
who they said were observmg absolute non-violence They msisted that the 
“^Om Mandali” should be banned Sheikh Abdul Majid (Jluslim League) 
suggested the bnnging in of necessary legislabon to ban the instituhon, if there 
was no legal provision at present Sir Ghulam Hussam Hidayatullah, Minister 
for Law and Order, opposing the mobon said The Government had to 
protect the civil liberties of all The Hmdu Independents had been showmg 
the pistols at the two Hmdu Ministers The Government had done every 
thing m their power Ihev would, however try to find out if there was any 
law whereby they could close the Mandab 'He added that cases were pending 
m the Court The Premier, Khan Bahadur Allah Bux gave an account of the 
genesis of the trouble The motion was talked out 

The Travancore Satvagraha — The first President of the Travancore State 
Congress, hir Pattern A Thanu Pdlai, and two members of the State Congress 
Council of Achon, Messrs G Earn Chandra and P J Sebastian were sentmiced 
by the Distnct Magistrate of Kottavam to one year s simple impnsonment each 

25lh Sj Snbhas Chandra Bose, the Comrress President, m a statement to the 
Press, set forth the reasons for the delav m announcing the new Congress 
^Yorkmg Committee. Sj Bose said that specific matters lihe the appomtment 
of the Working Committee etc, could not be i dealt with unfal and unless 
the general issues arising out of the adophon bv the Qmgress of Pandit G B 
Pant s resoluhon had been fullv discussed and decided upon after consultation 
with Mahatma Gandhi &j Bose said that he would like to asceKam^from 
Mahatma Gandhi the latter s mterpretahon of Pandit Pant’s resolution, namely 
whether he took it as a vote of no-confidence on Sj Bose and desired hum to 
resign the Presidentship or whether he took it as an attempt at rapprochment 
. between 'Mahatma Gandhi and the Consrress President although Sj Bose 
believed that there never had been any break with Mahatma Gandhi ^n his side. 

The Central Assemblv rejected by 50 votes to 42 the Fmange BiU which was 
returned to the House with the Governor-General’s recommendation that it 
)l)e passed, 
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Mr M 'A.'Jmnali announced that the Moslem League Party would remam 
neutral 

In the Assam Legislative Assembly, the demands under the heads “Iiidustnes”, 
Jails and Convict Settlements, 0ml Woiks {excluding establishment) Loans and 
Advances bearing and not bearing interest were granted 

29th A not broke out at a meeting at the Baradan Hall, Lucknow, convened by 
noD-Congiessmen to protest against the financial policy of the IJnited Piovinces 
Government 

30th The 'Council of State adopted the motion on Indo-British Trade Agreement by 
'2S'TOte5 to--10 

' ''Thu- Assam Legislrtive Assembly passed demands for giants under “Vetenuary ’, 
*50o-on6ration”, “Miscellaneous Departments ’ and under “Miscellaneous ’ heads, 
but the increased number of jMmisters and their tours came in for severe criticism 
by-an Opposition cut motion when votmg on demands lor supplementary giants 
was taken up 

In. the Sind Assembly, Dr Wadhwani moved his no-confidence motion against 
the Allah Bus Ministry 

SlsL ^he Central Assembly passed without a dmsion, Sir Eeginald Maxwell’s Bill 
for the Lustration of Foieigneis with an amendment seeking to include in the 
definition, residents of the Dominions 

Sir Bijay Chaud Mahatab, Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Bnrdwan in Calcutta, 
made an appeal to landlords to unite to stem the tide of ‘‘anti-landloidism ’ that 
was spreaefing over Bengal, 

At Lucknow, the Madhe Sahaba agitation took a senons turn when hundreds 
of Shias and Sunnis clashed The police opened fire. Over a dozen constables 
and three ofiicers, besides a number of rioteis were mjured A confew order was 
promulgated 

In the Sind Assembly, the no-confidence motion agamst the IMinistry was 
withdrawn following a conference between the BLnisters 'and the Hindu Indepen- 
dent Paitv The Premier agreed to meet the demands of the Hindus to some 
extent and promised to deal with the Om Mandali suitably 


April 1939 

Chief Events : — Eedeial Court Award on the Eajkot Dispute Sir 
Mam ice Gwyer’s findings Moslem agitation in the State Mahatma 
acknowledges defeat to Dmhar Virawalla — Om Mandali agitations 
continued — Mushm League meetings held m diffeient parts of the country — 
Taharra agitation at Lucknow — AU India Landholders’ and AU-India 
Kisan Gonfeiences held simultaneously at Lucknow and Gaya — AU India 
Congress Committee at Calcutta S], Suhhas Bose tenders resignation of 
Presidentship on his failure to form a Working Committee Bahu 
Eajendra Prosad elected President 

Ist '5lie Maharaja of Santosh died m Calcutta,— he was the President of the 
fdrmer Bengal Legislative Council 

'The Assam Legislative Assemblv passed the following taxation Bills moved by 
the Government Assam Sales of Motor Spirit and Lubneants Taxation Bill, 
Assam Sales Tax Bill Assam Amusements and Bettmg Tax Bill and Assam 
Motor Vehicles Taxation (Amendment) Bill > 

In an article in the ^Taryan, Mahatma Gandhi wrote, ‘‘Those ' who lightly 
talk of freedom in the States and hope to attain it through civil resistMc&db oA 
know what they are talkmg about” 

r In the Smd Assembly Messrs Eichaldas Vazirani and Diamal Daolatram were 
sivom in as Mmisters 

2ntl ’ His Excellency the Governor of the Punjab, Sir Henry Craik, performed the 
, ' opening ceremony of the Emerson Barrage, uhich marked 'the completion of the 
^ Haveli project 

Under the auspices of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee in Calcutta, 
a pubhc meetmg was held under the presidency of 3Ir Santosh Kumar Basu, 
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In the Bombay Assembh Mr K M Munshi, the Horae Minister made an 
important annonncement regarding the question of the unification of the Bar 
and the aoolition of the ^ual svstem on the onginal side of the Bombay High 
Court , he supported the first reading of a Bill to prevent an unqualified person 
from acting as advoea^^e attorney or pleader 

loth The negotiations with Moslems at Eajbot, m regard to the personnel of the 
Eeforms Committee, having failed, Mahatma Gandhi, on behalf of Sardar 
Yailabhbhai Patel, sent a letter to tjhe Thabore Sahib submittmg a list of seven 
names for the Committee 

-i ptoclamation announcmg the introduction of constitutional reforms in 
Tripura State was read at the New Year Durbar at Agartala 

16th At Eajbot, about 500 Bhayats and Moslems staged an angry demonstration 
agmnst Mahatma Gandhi during evening prayers at the Eashtnyashala 
^t Lucknow, a vigorous mdictment of the Umted Provmces 'Congress 
:^nistry s admimstrative policy, specially in regard to prohibition, and vanous 
tjtfier taxation' measures was made at a conference representative of all non- 
Cpngress elements in the province — ^Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru presided 
The majority of the Hindu shopkeepers in Calcutta observed hartal as a 

* protest against the Calcutta Municipal Act Amendment Bill 

17th The Dacca Mail collided with the 16 Down Passenger at Majdia, 65 miles 
from Calcutta, ‘on the Eistem Bengal Kail way 32 persons were believed to 
have been killed and more than 40 were thought to have been injured 
The question of representation of Bhayats and Girasias on the Eajbot 
Eeforms Committee took a new turn following correspondence between Mahatma 
Gandhi and the president of the Gnasias Association 
Mr Jaiprabash Narain, General Secretary, All-India Congress Socialist Party 
and Mr P 0 Joshi m a joint statement stressed the need for the formation 
of the TTorking Committee of the Congress pnor to the meetmg of the 
All-India Congress Committee. 

Eighteen taluqdars, headed by Eaja Maheswar Daval, walked ont of the general 
meetmg of the British India Association as a protest agamst the passmg of a 
resolution seeking the intervention of Mahatma Gandhi m the dispute between 
taluqdars and the U P Government over the Tenancy Bill 
The Kishan Satyagraha m Lahore, which was started as a protest agamst the 
new land assessment rates in Lahore took a new tom, when a jatha of seven 
women Satvagrahis entered the prohibited area 

18th Dr Eabindra Nath Tagore and Sir P C Boy sent telegrams to Mahatma 
Gandhi and Sj, Suhhas Chandra Bose requesting that Mahatma Gandhi and the 
Congress President should meet before the Congress meetmg with a view to 
pnttmg an end to the present state of affairs 
Mr M A Jmnah, President, All-India Moslem League, m a Press statement 
criticized Makitmi Gandhi’s attitude regardmg Moslem representation on the 
E ijbot Eeforms Committee, and advised Moslems m the State to bovcott the 
Committee 

A fresh hitch occurred over the personnel of the Eajbot Eeforms Committee. 
The Thabore Saheb replied to Mahatma Gaudhi s letter of Apnl 15, stating that 
SIX of the seven names mentioned m Sardar Patel s hst did not appear*^ to be 
subjects of Eajbot Stite. He also referred to the non-mclusion of representatives 
of Moslem Bhavyats and the depressed classes on the Committee 
A situation resemblmg a “siege developed at Digboi as a result of the strained 
atmosphere caused by the contmuance smce Apnl 2 , of the stnke of the labourers 
of the Assam od company 

19th Dr B E AmbedLar, who went to Eajkot at the mvitahon of the Eaibot 
Durbar, had an interview with Mahatma Gandhi and stressed the meed of mclu- ^ 
dmg a Depressed classes’ representative on the Eeforms Committee 
Pandit Jiwharlal Nehru paid a visit to Sj Subhas Chandra Bose at Dhanbad 
they were engaged m deep conversation for about 3^ hours m the afternoon and 
had further conversations after dmner, after which Pandit Ndirn left for 
Allahabad 

cA conference of States’ Mmisters was inaugurated at Gwalior bv the Maharaia 
Scmdia ■' 

20th Mahatma Gandhi had a discussion with the members of the Praja Panshad 
at Kajkot and had an interview with Mr Gibson, the Eesident 
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The Gangpur Durbar issued a statement that a ]udicial enquu-y into the inci- 
dent in Gangpur State (Orissa), m which police opened fire, was ordered to be 
held 

2nd Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, in addressing a public meeting in Calcutta, stressed 
on the need for unity and for cultivating an All-India outlook , he also gave 
reasons for not serving on the Congress Working Committee He said that, 
by remaining outside it, he would unite the nen forces that were abroad in the 
counti7. 

An Appeal was sent to Sir SI A Jinnah, President, All-India Sloslem League, 
and Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan and a few otheis, by the Ea]a of Slahmudabad, 
the'’Ea 3 a ^f Pirpur and Nawab Slohamed Ismail Khan, to exert their influence 
with both sections of the Sloslem community to come to a settlement On the 
question of tabaria and madhe sahaba at Lucknow 
’A' coblplete -stay-in strike occuried m the New Victoria SIills, Cawnpore 
about SXM wbrkers were affected 

.An oid^^lindei Beci. 144 Cr P C was issued in Lucknow by the Distnct 
Siagistiate in, view of the Shia Sunni tension 

J3rd B] Siibhas Chandra Bose announced m Calcutta, the formation of a new bloc 
within the (im^iess, to be called the “Forward Bloc” — The object was to “rally 
all radical and anti-Impenalist progressive elements in the country on the basis 
of a minimum progiamme, representing the greatest common measuie of agree- 
ment among radicals of all shades of opinion” The “Forward Bloc”, Sj Bose 
said, would function as an integral pait of the Congress 
The 5th session of the All-India Gandhi Seva Sangh commenced at Brindaban 
(Champaian) and was opened by Mahatma Gandhi Di Eajendra Prasad, Con- 
gress President, unfurled the Congiess flag He observed that many persons in 
Congress ranks did not firmly obseive the principle of non-violence It was also 
held in certam sections that these principles were not applicable in all cases He 
would declare emphatically that truth and non-violence were applicable uni- 
1 ersaUy 

The Sunni celebration passed off peacefully at Lucknow Over 3000 Sunnis 
assembled at the Idgah (Lucknow) For the first time the Sunnis weie granted 
the nght of reciting Madhe Saheba publicly and moved out in procession 
singing praises of the four Khalifas 

Iwenty-one men were injured m a clash between Ahrar and Moslem League 
volunteers during the Baiawafat celebrations near Jumma Masjid, Agra A 
similar trouble was averted at Bareilly 

Om ilandah —The period of operation of the piohibitory order (under Sec 
144 Cr P C served on Dada Lekhraj) segiegating males and giil mmates of 
the Om Mandali at Karachi was further extended for two weeks 

4tli The Euler of Talchei State (Orissa) made an important announcement 
makmg certain concessions in oidei to induce the refugees to return to the State 
Dr Eajendra Prasad, the Congress President, in opening a basic education 
camp organized by the Bihai Government, which vas a prominent feature of 
the All-India Seva Sangh at Bnndaban, explained the potentialities of the 
Wardha scheme of education in bunging about a legeneiation of the country 
Ihe Jam Saheb of Nawanagar announced that Kathiawar Ihinces would 
hold joint deliberations each month to discuss pioblems of common mteiest and 
for making a united stand 

5th A meeting of Shia leaders at Lucknow decided to continue imabated their 
cnil disobedience campaign in leciting the Tabaiia till a reasonable compromise 
nas reached The total number of aiiests amounted to 8^200 
Mr A K Fazlul Huq, the Bengal Premier openea^the All-Bengal Moslem 
Literaiy Conference in Calcutta It was observed that the field of Bengali 
literature offered a platform on which Hindus and Moslems of the pronnee 
could work together unitedlj 

The Eaia of Bamia State (Onssa) granted reforms to his subjects consistent 
with the education and pol ‘ ’ i ‘ ‘ of his people with n vien to 

associating them with the State 

Mahatma Gandhi, in couise of a telegram to Mr Virawala at Eajkot, advised 
him not to slight the accredited representatives of the people, and mamtained 
that Mr Dhebar was not an outsider ^ 

A government of India resolution announced further special rg^vation of 
posts for Anglo-Indians in certain sections of the Eailways, Posts and Telegraphs 
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and Customs depaxtments, and also the fi-unj; ol Rs 55 as the minimum 
remuneiation for the community m the Railway and the Posts and TeWnplis 
Departments 

Cth S] Subhas Bose, addressing a public meeting in Calcutta referred to the events 
Mat had taken place since his re election as Congress Piesident in February 
S] Bose gave an account of what had transpired at the meetings betneen 
himself, Mahatma Gandhi and othei Congress leadeis at Soclepur and Calcutta 
on the question of foimation of the Woikmg Committee on the mo of the 
A I O G meeting He said, “Seif-iespect, honour and duly tovinrds mv 
cOuntiy demanded that I should resign, after having made all possiblamttcmpts 
to leach an honouiable compiomise and to avert q. contliet within the 
Gongiess ” < 

JL U N Dhebar, the leader of the Piaja Paiishad„ Rajkot, sent •> message 
to Gandhiji giving the maximum concessions ivhith Daibai Virwala was 
prepared to giant . ' ' ^ _ 

The Bombay Presidency Moslem League rcsumedf its sesaon at §holapur 
under the piesidency of Sir Sikandai Hyat Khan, the Punjab Piemmr Inaii- 
guiating the conference, Mr M A Jinnah, President of the AU-Tiidia Moslem 
Ircague said that the Biitish Goveinraent would be making a gieat mistake if it 
thought It could settle the Fedeiation issue with the Congicss, leaving out the 
Moslem League In such a case, he declaied the League a ould Tight Federation 
alone and make it impossible 

7th The communal noting which broke out at Gaya resulted in 11 persons being 
killed and ovei 90 injuied The situation continued to be evtromly delicate A 
cuifew oidei was imposed and stiong police patiols weie estiblishcd 
Baidar Patel, addiessing the concluding meeting of the general session of the 
Gandhi Seva Sangh at Bimdaban, exjilamed his position icgaiding the recent 
events in the Gongiess and icplicd to the vanous ciiticisms levelled at him 

8th Dr Rajendra Piasad in a statement explained why ho and his collegucs in 
the Woiking Committee of the Gongiess could not agree with Sj Subhas 
Chandra Bose 

Sj Subhas Bose desciibed his plans at a meeting held at Howrah He le- 
feiied to the foimation of a new party within the Congress and said that the 
differences between the ‘Foiward Bloc’ and the official bloc within tlic Congress 
weie two fold Fust, the Fotuaid bloc desued to notk the evisting programme 
of the Gongiess not with a icfoimist oi modiftatc mcntalitj but luth a heiolu- 
tionaiy mentality” Secondly, it had an advanced progi amine of Us own This 
piogiamme would have as objective, the eaily attainment of independence 
baidai Patel, addiessing the Gandhi Seva .Sangh Conference at Brindalnn, 
claiified the position regaiding the leccnt events and the split in the Congress 
The need foi unity and discipline was sticssed by nira 
The Bombay Moslem League Confeionce adopted a resolution appealing to the 
Lucknow Moslems to end the Shia Sunni dispute 
Mahatma Gandhi wned to Mi Viiawala that he intended to visit Rajkot a"ain 
The lepoiton the Woiking of the All-India Spinneis’ Association lecordcd le- 
maikable piogress and expansion of the Association in all duections 

9th The Assam Legislative Council icjected by 11 votes to 9, the Finance Minister’s 
motion foi considciation of the Agricultuial Income Tax Bill which had been 
passed by the Lower House 

10th In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, the Speaker, Khan Bahadur Azirul Uuq, 
piesented the Assembly Poweis and Piiviieges Bill , 

In the Bengal Legislative Council, the Piesident (Mr S C Mi fra) gave liis 
ruling on the point of oidei raised by the Raja Bahadur of Naslupur, question- 
ing the competence of the Provincial Legislatme to pass a measure which souglit 
to raise levenue by levying an ungradualcd tax on trades, professfons, catlings 
and employments, exempting persons who did not pay income tax, — the chairs 
diiection was tint the Bill was to be proceeded with 

11th Gandbiji gave an indication in Bombay of the next step he proj o=cd to take 
on leaching Rajkot He explained in an interview to the Press that as soon as 
he reached Rajkot he would resume the thicads of the negotiations 

In ihe Bengal Legislative Assembly, the Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill 
was passed by 128 votes to 65 Members of the Proja Party, numberuig Ij, 
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t6th S] Sublias Ghandia Bose addiessing the delegates of the Youth League 
Confeienee at Unao, explained the policy ot his “Foiwaid Bloc” in relation to 
Gandhian policy He said he would follow the Congiess programme but would 
not necessarily submit to the Candhian policy He felt that if the Congress 
Socialist Party drd not join Ins ‘Bloc' it should give permission to its members 
to joinnt, otherwise the Socialist Party would be weakened, for some of its 
members must come over to his ‘bloc’ 

Darbar Viiawala had an interview with Mahatma Gandhi Mahatmaji tned 
to asceitain whether it was possible to evolve an acceptable scheme of settlement 
without the intervention of a thud party Eailiei, Darbar Viiawala paid a 
visit to Mr G 0 Gibson 

Ml OP Andrews, in a statement to the Press fiom Conoor, referred to the 
proposed racial legislation in South Africa and how this would scnausly ,in)uie 
future relations between the two countries The ultimate policy was, he said, 
to exclude as many Indians as possible fiom Africa and then to treat those who 
could not be driven out as aliens and racial inferiors 
A meeting of Moslem women of Calcutta was held under the auspices of the 
All- India Moslem Women’s Conference (Bengal Piovincial branch) and theMajma-" 
ul Banat to express therr disapproval of the Shia feunni dispute at Lucknow 

17th Mahatma Gandhi, in a statement from Rajkot, renounced the advantages 
accruing from the award of the Chief Justice of India in the matter of 
Eajkot reforms 

The joint session of both Houses of the U P Legislature, the second in the 
history of the present legislature, passed the Motor Spirits Taxation Bill as 
amended by a Government motion 

The simultaneous opening of over 1500 schools throughout the province maiked 
the launching of the literacy campaign in Sind Over a thousand volunteers 
enrolled themselves 

18th Sj Subhas Chandra Bose, addressing a public meeting of journalists at 
Cawnpoie, leiteiated his reasons for forming the “Foiwaiu Bloc” and outlined 
the programme of the party 

Mahatma Gandhi renounced the award of the Chief Justice of India in the 
matter of Eajkot Eoforms Committee 

At a public meeting in Calcutta, the Hindus of Bengal passed a resolution 
recording then protest against the Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill 
Strong ciiticisra levelled i^ainst Mahatma Gaudhi and the Congress m the 
couise of a speech by Di N B Khare, formeily Premier of the Central Pro- 
vinces, led to scenes of rowdyism at a meeting held at Nagpui 
The Om Mandah and the Om Nivas were declared unlawful associations by 
the Governor of Srnd rn exercise of the powers conferred on him by Sec 16 of 
the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1903 

20th Mahatma Gandhi, commenting on a statement by Mr Harekrishna IMehtab 
on the situation at Talchei, in the Hanjan, remarked, “Talcher promises to 
be much worse than Eajkot ” , -r. ^ ^ 

Ml Mohanlal Saxena, M L A (Central), in a statement to the Press, sard ^nt 
Sj Subhas Bose’s observation that the Congress hlinistries had ceased to think 
in teims of Swaraj, was nothing “short of a libel, coming as it does from one 
who laid down the charges of the highest office of the Congress only a few 
weeks ago,” 

2lBt At Eajkot a pioclamation announcing the appointment of a Committee to 
recommend reforms and the restoration of fines, confiscated property a^ civil 
liberties was made- by the Thakoie Saheb of Eajkot at a cercmonnl Duibar 
Mahatma Gandbi accompained by Mis Kastunbai Gandhi attended the function 
In connexion with the “All-India Political Prisoners’ Day”, a resolution urging 
the immediate release of political prisoners was passed at a meeting in Sradha- 
nanda Park, Calcutta The meeting was one of a senes held in ditoent parts 
of the city in accordance wrth the wishes of Dr Eajendra Prasad, the Congress 
President Mr J C Gupta m l A presided / . „ 

In a 'Hindu Moslem clash at Sholapur, 4 persons were injured, two lafallv, 
following an attack on a batch of six newly arrived Arya Bamaj catyagraui 
VolrmteeiB 

22nd Sj Bnbhas Chandra Bose, addiessmg the Bogra District Political Conference 
at Dnupcharshia, reiterated ins farth rn “non-violent non-co operation as tne 

4(a) 



~2 JUNE ’39 ] CHRONICLE OP EVENTS ^ 32(c) 

The District Magistrate of Lucknow renewed the curfew order for n further 
period of thiee weeks in view of the continued strained relations between Shi is 
and Sunnis 

29th The Conference of Ministers at Simla suggested a plan of action aeainst 
communal propaganda, in a communique, which contained among other things, 
"It IS recommended that piovmcial Governments supph one anothei with details 
of their not schemes so fai as these have been prepared for areas where commu- 
nal or othei distuibanoes aie likely 

30tb At Rajkot, the case of fcunnis in connexion with th " . .l 

Lucknow was placed before Mahatma Gandhi by Junab j 
deputation had seen Mahatma Gandhi before 
The Goreinment of Assam issued a communique drawing attention to the 
activities of ceitain persons misleading tenants in the peimawently settled areas 
regarding payment of rents, and remoiing misunderstandings ruth regard to this 
question 

The Woiking Committee of the Kathiawar Political Confeionce met Mahatma 
Gandhi at Rajkot, when Mahatmaji explained to them his new pohcv towards the 
States He also listened to the accounts of the state of atiairs in the 
various parts of Kathiawar 

3l8t The All-India Congiess Executive decided to infeirene in the labour strike at 
Digboi Dr Rajendia Piasad sent a telegram to Mr feudlim Fanmanik a 
laboui leader, to come and sec him Mr Paiamanik met Dr Rajendra I'nsad 
The Arjan league at New Delhi passed resohitions legaiding the Urdenhad 
Satyagraha One resolution regietted the “unfortunate incident’’ at Shokpiir, 
“leading to the loss of some lires”, while another regretted that the ordei of tlio 
Distiict Magistiate of Sholapui ordeiing all Aiya featragrahis to quit Sholapur 
within 12 hours rvas drastic and unjust 
Mr J D Tyson, in the memoiandum submitted hr him to the Royal Com- 
mission on the West Indies, stiessed on the urgent need of Indian settlers in 
Jamaica, British Guiana and Timidad m the mattei of housing, education, land 
settlement and employment 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehiii, in an aiticleon "Federation” in the A’atnwa/ Herald 
said, "Fedeiatiou cannot come It is dead and theie is no magic jotioii that 
will give it life ” 


June 1939 

Ist The Hindu leadeis’ deputation that waited on the Govcinoi of Bengal (May 
27th) in connexion with the question of the communal latio in the public som- 
ces, issued a statement, in leply to the Bengal Premier, to the effect tint (he 
statement of the Chief Ministei on the memoiandum of the Hindu dckgatioii 
had not come to them as a suipnsc It also said, “It is inteicsting to find Mr 
Pazlul Huq, of all peisons posing as the chamjwon of ‘real Ilindn-'Moslcni umt\ 
after all his aggicssive and unjustifiable anti-Hindu outbmsts during the last two 
yeais, and specially aftei his Calcutta Municipal Bill and his onti-Hindu propo- 
sals with legaid to the public sei vices” 

Mr J G Bheaier, bpecial bcssions Judge, Eanpur, sentenced three men to 
death, eight to transportation foi life and fiae others to laiious terms of irapn- 
Bonment the case aiising out of the murder of Slajor R L Baralgcttc, I’olitical 
Agent, Onssa States Agency, on Janiiaiy 5, at Ranpur during mob iioicncc 

The Bombay Chamber of Vommcice strongly protested against the nitroductiou 
of prohibition in Bombay 

Moulam Habibur Eobaman, the Alirar leader, speaking at the TJ P Ahrar 
Political Confeience at Meerut, asseitcd that the try of Islam m danger rawed 
by the Muslim League was baseless and was intended to mislead the ignorant 
Moslem masses foi the selfish end of those who claimed to be the leaders of the 
community 

2iifl 22 influential Moslem leadeis, including the Premiers of Bengal and the 
Pun 3 "ib, suggested voluntary ienunci*ition uv rlinfa 'lud Sunnis of the nf.ht 
claimed by them to public recitation of the Tabarra and the iladlic Falnho, res- 
pectively Such renunciation, the leadeis urged, would offer a reasonable basis 
for an honourable settlement 
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Maulana Abul Kalam Azad issued an appeal to Shias to suspend Civil Disobe- 
dience pending an amicable settlement be proposed to undertake m tbe Bhia 
Sunm dispute at Lucknovr 

3rd Bj Bubbas Chandra Bose’s announcement of tbe list of office bearers and 
members of tbe executive council of tbe Bengal Provincial Congress Committee, 
gave nse to considerable resentment among members of tbe groups in tbe B P 

*• 0 C in oposition to Sj Bose. 

lie Jamait-ul-IJlema Conference, Bengal was beld m Calcutta some excite- 
ment marked the proceedings, the political creed of the body being identical with 
that of the Congress it aroused the opposition of Moslem League sympathisers 
Sir Sarat Chandra Bose, leader of the Congress Party in the Bengal Assembly, 
in bis presidential address at the Pabna District Political Conference, made a 
strong criticism of tbe policy of the Bengal Ministry and urged that tbe Con- 
gress should give up its conservatism andT^ cultivate a “revolutionary psychology ” 

4tb Mahatma Gandhi enunciated bis new technique in Bombay, regarding the 
Indian States problem according to bis new light m a statement on Travancore. 
He said, “The Eajkot agitation teaches me that it is not enough to have with- 
drawn the charges against Sir C P Eamaswami But it is necessary to re- 
coamize that the Travancoreans have not only to reckon with the Maharaja, but 
also with bis Diwan ” 

hir Eajendra Prasad, the Congress President referred to the dissensions in the 
Congress ranks He said, “In a vast country and m a big organisation as the 
Congress, differences of opinion were bound to exist Ko body should be alarm- 
ed they were all one and the same mth regard to the ultimate objective, name- 
ly, the attainment of Puma Swaraj ” In this connexion he also mentioned the 
constitution committee, which was meetmg m Bombay, and added that numerous 
suggestions were under consideration for amending the constitution of the Congress 
Mr B G Kher, the Bombay Premier, m opening the Western and ‘Cenhal 
India Hanjan Sevak Conference at Poona, expressed the view that ‘untouchabili- 
ty’ as a recogmzed part of Hmdu custom would disappear in the next few years, 
at least from the Bombay Presidency 

3be Hlema Conference which was holding its second day’s session in Calcutta, 
was dissolved by the pobce, following continuous uproar for about an hour and half 
Sj Subhas Chandra Bose, addressing tbe Pabna District Pobtical Conference, 
at He^ampur, said, “The ‘Forward Bloc’ is the product of histoncal necessity 
and it has been bora at the right time and in the proper manner” He added, 
“If this task had been postponed or delayed, the internal crisis might have 
appeared at a time when the external crisis was overtaking us ” 

Rulers and Mmisters of the States in the Eastern States Agency met m 
Calcutta to discuss problems attaching to ‘Federation’ 

Mr Baijnath Bajona, ii i, a (Central) presiding at the annual general 
meetmg of the Marwan Association, in Calcutta, strongly condemned the pohcv 
of present day labour leaders id fomentmg stiikcs foi personal reasons 

5th Mr Y D Savarkar, presiding over the Mahakoshal Provincial Hmdu Maha- 
sabha Conference at Jubbulpore, observed, “The Hindu Mahasabha wants to 
defend the just nghts of Hindus uithout encroaching upon those of other com- 
munities It does not want any weightage oi privileges such as other communi- 
ties are claiming ” 

6th The Constitution Committee appointed by the All-India Congress Committee 
at Its meeting m Calcutta, suggested several important and far reachmg 
amendments to the Congress Constitution, in Bombay the Committee suggested 
continuous membership and a permanent Congress raster m order to avoid 
bogus membership No person should be a Congress delegate or an office 
bearer uhose name had not appeared on the Congress register for the last three 
years The Committee also recommended fixed constituencies, mstead of 
changmg constituencies 

In the Serampore subdivision in Bengal, about 15,000 operatives went on strike 
in three jute mills The mills affected were the Yictona Jute Mill, the the North 
Shamnugger Jute Mill and the Angus Jute Mill 

7th The Eulers’ Council, Estem States Agency, concluded their debberations in 
Calcutta , they considered the renorfc of the Committee of Ministers and agreed 
with its views to support generally the Hydari Committee recommendations on 
Federal matters 



—12 TONE ’39 ] CHEONICLE OF EVENTS , 32(cy 

The Calcutta High Court held the opinion that the Ministry of a province 
did not form part of the Executiie Government of the Pimince in the sense 
employed by Sec 17, I P C on tiro references made by two Presidency 
Magistrates of Calcutta arising out of two sedition cases pending agamst the 
Basumati, a vernacular daily 

8th The official birth day of His Ma]esty the King Emperor was celebrated 
throughout India 

Mr Jai Prakash Narain, the Congress Socialist leader, criticized in Patna the 
aims of S] Subhas Bose’s new party, the Forward Bloc In the course of a 
statement suggesting the consolidation of all left foiccs in the Congress he de- 
clared, “The Congress is not a parliament wheie opposing parties must trv to 
oust one another from power It is a ‘fiont’ the unity of which must not be 
impaired ” 

The proposed changes in the Congress constitution suggested by the Congress 
Constitution Committee in Bombay, evoked a great deal of interest among 
Congress circles in Calcutta who welcomed the proposals ns an improic- 
ment on the old constitution and which might check “conuption and malpno* 
tices” The suggestion of the Committee regarding continuous nierobership and 
maintenance of a permanent Congiess icgister, was particularly appreciated 

The National Planning Committee in Bombay faioured a sjstem of licensing 
of new factories and also the regulation of the existing factoiies 

9th Di Eajendra Prasad, the Congress President, visited Calcutta and resumed 
the discussion of the situation at Digbog wheie the workcis of the Assam Oil 
Company went on shake for some time Those who participated in the talks 
included Mr G N Bardoloi, the Assam Premier, Mr Fakiuddin Ah Ahmed, 
the Finance Minister, Assam, Mr Lingeman, acting general manager of the oil 
company Mr Sudhindia Paiamanik, strikers’ lepresentatnc, Di B C Eo> and 
Di Piafulla Chandra Ghose 

An infoimal investiture was held following a State banquet at the Dar)ccling 
Government House, when the Goiernor of Bengal piesented sanads and badges to 
several persons 

The Sind Assembly passsed the Anti-Dowry Bill 

10th His Highness the Jam Saheb of Nawanagar, Chancelloi of the Chamber of 
Princes, presiding oier a joint conference of Indian Piinccs, repicsentativcs of 
certain Eulers and States’ Minrsteis in Bombay, stressed on the importance 
of joint action on the pait of the Princely Older both in regard to 

Federation and other reforms in the States Hie general and political aspects 
of the revised diaft of the Instiument of Accession were also discussed in the 
above conference Sir Akbar Hydari, Mr Madhab Eao of Mysore, Mr Zaidi of 
Eampore and Mr Zutshi of Eewa expressed then -views 

Mr Zafar Ah Khan, Ji L A (Central) in his presidential address at the 
Nagpur Divisional Moslem Political Conference, at Nagjiur, made a fervent 
appeal for unity in Moslem ranks under the itloslcm League banner 

Eaja Saheb Aditja Pratap Singh Deo of Seiaikella, (Oiissa) atalargch attended 
Diiibar, announced some important political concessions, srith ns the cstablwhnicnt 
of Village panchayats, Pir panchajats (local bodies foi sjiccificd aieas) and a Praja 
Parishad (Ccntial representative bodj) and the major portion of the States’ re- 
venue for administrative expenditure 

12th A Bengal Government communique announced the decisions of flic Bengal 
Ministry on the question of revision of the communal ratio in the Public Ser- 
vices It said, “The basic pcicentage of rcscnation for hloslems in direct rccniil- 
ment will be 50 peicent Government have further accepted the principle that 
provided that qualified candidates are available, 15 percent of ajipointmcnts bj 
direct reciaiitments shall be reserved for the scheduled castes, but such reserva- 
tion shall not exceed 30 percent of Non-Moslem direct apj ointments ” 

The conference of the Indian Princes and their Jlinisters concluded in 
Bombay, after adopting a resolution disapproving certain terms of the Pedernl 
scheme- prov ided in the revised draft of the Instrument of Accession, circulated 
among the Princes The Conference recorded its belief that “it could not be the 
intention of His hlajesty’s Government to close the door on an All-India Federa- 
tion ” 

The Hydaii Committee on Federation which met in Bomhav under the chair- 
manship of Sir Akbar Hjdaii, Pnme Munster, Hyderabad {State, came to the 
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conclusion that the terms of the draft Instrument of Accession -weie unsatis- 
factory from the point qf view of treaty rights, lights of internal administiation, 
and the economic nghts of the States The Committee suggested modifications 
in the draft on the aboie pomts 

14th His Highness the Maharaja Seindia of Gwalior issued a proclamation 
announcing a scheme of constitutional refoims for the State 

15th His Highness the Jam Saheb of Nawanagar, Chancellor of the Chamber of 
Piinces, in the couise of a speech in Bombay elucidated the objection of the 
Indian Pnnces to the Fedeial scheme, incidentally he tiaced the oxigin of the 
Fedeial scheme 

Dr Eajendia Prasad, the Congress Piesident. in an interriew at Patna, on 
the Pnnces’ lejection of the revised draft of the Instrument of Accession, 
said, ‘"If things aie left where they aie, one may take it that Federation is dead” 
*^6 decision of the Pnnces must have come as a great shock to ardent 
advocates of Federation, although it must have been known to many that they 
(the Princes) weie not as faiouiably inclined towards it as they were supposed 
to be” 

S] Subhas Chandra Bose, in a Press interview at Lahore, said, ‘Hhe problem 
before India is no longer how to resist Federation The problem leallj is as 
to what we shall do if Federation is quietly shelved On this point my mind 
IS perfectly clear that times are so opportune that we shall be committing 
political suicide if we do not avail ourselies of the opportunities by takmg the 
the initiative and forcing the issue of Puma Swaraj ” 

17th Mahatma Gandhi wrote an article in the Hanjan and inserted a letter from 
the Most Eev Dr Thomas I) Eobeits, S J , Aichbishop of Bombay, elucidatmg 
certain moral issues raised by the inauguration of prohibition in the Bombay 
Presidency 

The Director of the Information Buieau, Punjab, issued a communique 
containing a warning that firm action, including the enforcement of the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, would be taken, if necessary, against the organizers of 
the Kisan Satvagraha in Lahore 

The All-India Hindu Mahasabha at Moradabad planned to strengthen its 
movement in the United Provinces the Mahasabha expressed the view that the 
United Provinces Congress and the U P Government failed to protect the 
interests of the Hindus in the provinces 

18th Sj Subhas Bose v.as accoided a great welcome on his arrival at the Peshawar 
City railway station He uas taken in procession to the Cantonment Sj Bose 
narrated the circumstances leading to the foimation of the ‘Forward Bloc’ and 
said that the present lYorkmg Committee of the Congress nas composed 
mainly of "Gandhutes” and did not enjoy the confidence of the Congress as 
a whole 

Pandit Nehru and Saidar Patel met the Mysore State Congress Delegation at 
Bombay, re refoims in Indian States Pandit Nehru emphasized that it was 
not desirable to lower the immediate demand of the States’ people, namely, full 
responsible Goieinraent and explained that non-acceptance of the reforms by 
the States’ people, if found unsatisfactory at any stage, need not necessaiilj 
mean immediate mass civil disobedience The question of mass action ua*s 
after all entirely dependent upon the inherent strength of the States’ people 
themselves 

Mr A K Fazlul Huq, the Bengal Piemiei, in a signed article in the Bengal 
Government journal, quoted figuies of senuce qualifications of Hindus and 
Moslems in the Bengal Secretariat He said “In the case of non -Moslems, the 
percentage of officers possessing maximum qualification is 33 percent , but in 
the case of Moslem oflBcers those possessmg maximum (jualifications are 40 
r — 1 minimum qualifications it mil be found that of the 

, percent possess only the base minimum qualification and even 
less , but, in the case of Moslems, only 16 percent possess minimum 
qualifications ” 

19th At Cawnpore, the police had to open fire to deal with the situation following 
communal noting over the Eathjatia festival fihere was a fracas near the 
Moolganj mosque when brickbats were thronn at the Eathjatra procession 

Saidar Patel advised the Mysoie State Gongiess deputation that they should 
once agam approach the Mysore State authorities with their demand for full 
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responsible Government before taking a final decision as to their 1111010 course 
of action ^ 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad In the course of a statement appealed to Shia 
leaders in Lucknow to suspend Satyagraha 

20th At Cawnpore, where communal noting had broken out over the Rathjatra 
procession, the situation was rather calm The procession, uhich broke up in 
disorder the previous day, was taken out, a record crowd accompanyme the 
Rath (Car) 

The Executive Committee of the Bengal Provincial Congress Socialist Party 
at a meeting in Calcutta, adopted a resolution welcoming the formation of the 
Forwaid Bloc by S) Bubhas Bose, the pronamme of uhich “can sene ns the 
basis of a common programme on which the entire LcR can combine” 

22nd The Congress Working Committee decided to postpone till the next Congress, 
consideration of the amendment to clause 5 (C) of the Congress Constitution, 
suggested by the Constitution Sub-Comroittee The amendment sought to exclude 
such Congressmen who weie office bearcis of communal bodies 01 any other 
organizations whose programmes and policies ueic opposed to those of the Con- 
gress, from holding any executive position in Congiess organizations The 
Committee considered the Digboi stiikc situation 
h] Bubhas Bose, piesiding over the fust All-India Forwaid Bloc Radical 
Conference, in Bombay, explained the aims and objects of the Foruard Bloc and 
the necessity for its creation 

The Standing Committee of the All-India States Peoples’ Conference met in 
Bombay Pandit Nehru, picsided A Sub-Committee was appointed to collect 
mateiial for the compilation of an authoritative book on the conditions preiading 
m Indian States 

23r(I The Congiess Woiking Committee (in Bombay) discussed flic position of 
Indians abroad, the relation between the Congiess Committees in llic jiroMnces 
and the Congress hliiiistries and Mahatma Gandhi’s new ‘‘tcchniauc” regarding 
the agitation m Indian States The Working Committee decided that the proiin- 
cial Congiess Committees should not expect to diicct 01 dominate the Ministers 
but the lattei should keep in touch with the provincial Confess Commitfccs and 
infoim them of all then important moves In the case of acute difference the 
mattei should be lefened to the Congiess Parliamentniy Sub-Commitfco whose 
decision shall be final 

The progiamme of the Forward Bloc was adopted by the All India Forward 
Bloc Radical Confeience in Bombay , the Confcience approied the formation of 
a “Left Consolidation Committee” consisting of the representatives of the left 
wing and the Forwaid Bloc, or giving effect to a common and agreed programme 
and also to bring about complete consolidation and unity of the entire left wing 
of the Congiess 

?4lh Mr Eajendra Frasad, the Congress Piesident, addressing the All India Con- 
giess Committee which met in Bombay for its three day session made an appeal 
for unity and disciplme among Congressmen to meet the situalion facing tlic 
country in vaiious spheies Mi Piasad referred to the mtcinational situation 
particularly India’s attitude to war and Federation and deplored "the forces of 
disintegiation that weie at work in the country and the domestic faction and 
internal conflict” in the Congress 

The All India Congress Committee discussed the position of Indians orcrscao, 
and accepted an amendment to the Congress constitution seeking to extend the 
"piohation” peiiod of a member enabling him to exercise the riuht of franchise 
from 3 months to a yeai The Committee also passed resolutions protesting 
against the Ceylon Goicrnmcnt’s action in tning to eject Indian settlers ana 
another condemning the South African Government’s segiegation prono-als Dr 
Pattabhi Sitaramayxa mored the resolution on Ceylon , Mr Bhulaohai Dcsai 
moved the resolution on the South African question 
Gandhiji wrote m the Martian under the caption “Its implications” dealing with 
statements made bv him with regard to Indian States He said. The positive 
implication of the Rajkot chapter in mv life is the discovery that the non-v lolcncc 
claimed for the movement since 1920, marvellous though it was, ^v^s not unadul- 
terated The results though bnlliant would have been far richer if our non- 
violence had been complete”. 




Notes on Indian History 


and 


India In Home Polity 



- N-ot^ on Indimt- History 

It lias triffy be^ said tiiaS; a-bistory o£ Indi-vtSat reveals the -whole panorama of 
the last milleaia'of her distinctirff'" life and mvilisation in its actual shape and colour 
and due proportion anC.-^rspective, stQl remains to be -wntten The materials for 
drawing such & thst onthne and tnalang such h comprehensive and connected sketch 
are not vet m hand A fairly definite outline and connected sketch winch gives the 
promise of bema: some day developed into what is* cidled ‘‘scientific historv” has, how - 
e\er, been steadilv emerging e«>t of the misi4hat veils the immensitv of Indians past — 
a mist which (thanks to the labours, of- the investigators) has perceptibly thinnea with- 
out being as yet actually lifted as far as one can now make one’s incursion into |&e 
age that saw the birth of Budhism nnd Jainism in India m the sixth century B'"’?) 
Beiond that there is still only ‘‘cosmic nebulae” reheved here and there by a few 
stray constellations of lueidlv distmct historical facts These ‘‘nebul-e” have probablv, 
a d^th and density to be measured only m terms of millenia But from the position 
where we can now make our histoncal prospectmg, these vast remote dark-spaces of 
Indian lustory recede and shnnk and fold up and, at last, look like a far-away blank, 
black spherule* bevond the galaxy of human remembrance. 

Ancient Indian history is, apparently ‘‘full” of such gaps and blanks Bevond the 
time when Alexander the Great mvaded the Punjab (326 B C ), the galactical system 
of detailed and authentic Indian historv does not far extend There are too many 
unexplored blank suaces and unformed, chaotic nebul'e beyond that time still Be- 
gmning approximately with that penod, we are furnished, sometimes m abundance, 
with fairh trustworthy material in the shape of contemporary Greek testimony beanng 
on Indian history, and also, as time rolls on, with inscnptional and other kinds 
of decipherable and dependable domestic evidence Of course, an immense mass of 
‘‘documentarv ’ evidence and evidence in the more or less fluid, volatile state of 
tradition, heresav and folk-lore (written or unimtten) have always lam by the side 
of the histonan hitherto busy with his mscnphons, plates, coins, artefacts* and an.\ 
corroborative evidence that mav be forthcoming from outside. And that mass of 
ancient Indian documentary evidence and tradition has, generally, lam neglected bj 
lut> side. In has been, generallv, of little help to him m reconstructing, ‘‘on scientific 
lines”, the missmg skeleton of ancient Indian History It has been, however, of 
great use to the comparative mythologist, phylologist ana anthropologist 

But even the historian who seeks to reconstruct on scientific hues the missing 
skeleton of ancient history, whether of India or of any other countrv, should do 
well to remember that the dry bones of the skeleton he may have been able to put 
together will not be true, hvmg history unless they can be made mstmct with the 
touch of life which literature, art, tradition, ‘myths’, folk-lore, rehgions and social 
institutions m their earlier and later forms alone can give. From corns, tables etc , 
we can built a possible or even probable frame-work of chronology mto which we 
can put our little bits of tested facts according to one possible plan or other Such a 
mosaic of dates and facts (mainly relatmg to dynastic succession, war and conquest) 
is of course important as necessary ground-plan of history But it is not the com- 
pleted structure of history It is not history as an organic process of evolution So 
we have todistigmsh between structural or morphological history and organic, 
‘‘phvsiological” history 

Isow, India has been so far poor m comparison with some other ancient countnes 
like Egyiit, Babvlonia and China m her ‘‘matenals” for wntmg the first kmd of 
historv* and the available matenals, as we saw, do not carry us much beyond the 
time of Budha and Jlahavira m the sixth century B C Eecently, however’ a very 
old and, apparentlv, a hi^h order of civilisation has been imearthed m the Indus 
Valiev m the Punjab and m Smd, which, according to current official beliefs is of 
the Sumenan pattern The buried cities now discovered brmg to light not only 
verv mterestmg features of a civalisabon thnvmg m the western part of India 
in so remote a past (when the mdo--<kryans had not. accordmg to the common view, 
yet migrated mto India) but they even put mto oiir hands mterestmg clues that may 
eventually help ns to unravel many of the riddles of our Vedic and post-Vedic lustory 
The Tanfak cult, for instance, may have older and deeper roots m the soil of India 
than have so far been granted or suspected Kothmg contemporaneous with or earlier 
than the Indus Valley civilisation has yet been nnearaed m other parts of the sub- 
contment So the present trend of speculation is to regard the Indus Valley civilisation 
as a sort of wedge driven mto Western India— the whole of which was shll at the low 
level of abongmal darkness (with the possible exception of some parts that might have 
nsen to the iJravidian ‘light level)— probably by the races and ciyilisation of Siuner 
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dtning the^ign of the great Mogul Emperors— India had been, it should be borne m 
mmd, a imghtj Power and a Model of civilisation and culture for at least three 
thousand .years And it ditnild be rememheied fuithei that when the British in 
India turned fiom trade to conquest (always with native help and alliance) they had 
to settle their accounts not only with Haidar All and Tfpu Sultan in the South but 
mainly the Maharatta and Sikh Powers which had risen on the rums of the Maham- 

medan Powei in India 

- 

Ujtitaey Ikdiait Em1>iee 

But there were and still have been other factors which, to some extent, operated 
agamst India developing a compact and coherent political and militaiw organisation? 
except occasionally like, for mstance, the 'Great Eoman Empire of old oi the Biitish 
Empire in modem times We possess, apparently, no connected letrospect of the 
lemote past of which the Vedas, Epics and Puianas speak Butasfai as appearances 
go,<tfi uiutaiy, centialised, Indian Empire was the exception and not the rule. In 
later times also, an Empire like that of Asoka was not a common achievement As 
we said, India has possessed deep-laid cultural and mstitutional unity beneath all hei 
diieisities India has fought, and fought bravely, foi the mtegiity of her sacicd 
Land, her sacied leligion and tradition, and for then sacred visible Symbols and 
Embodiment But she has- rarely fought foi the “State” as such oi an Empiie as 
such The spirit of hei culture chd not favom the formation and consohdation of 
Nationalism m the sense it is commonly understood, and hei basic institutions would 
baldly consist -svith many forms of centralised State coutrol The all-controlhng and 
co-oidinating Pimciple waS Dhaima (the Principle of human Values and Conduct) 
lather than any State agency Each village, foi example, was a self-contained com- 
mime and autonomous unit owmg permanent allegiance to the leign of Dharma and 
only tempoiaiy allegiance to any oingship that might fimction for the time bemg So 
the village communities continued to live though kingdoms afta kingdoms rose and 
fell They weie but little affected by the accidents and exigencies of politics 

Again, the spmt of Dharma (which should not be translated as lehgion) has 
definitely and systematically favoured all human or even all-hving values and tenden- 
cies and a cosmopolitan ouQook, and has opposed militant, aggiessne “piedatoiy”, 
nationalism The old Upanishads are cleai and couiageous in then conception of 
those higher values , and the Dharmashastias (oi Codes laying down social and 
individual conduct) weie bold and consistent in their execution of those ideas Later, 
Budhism and Jamisra and other “lefoiimng” movements have tended only to stress 
such values as non-violence and fellowship with all men and all livmg being These 
foices operating thiough the ages tended to pioduce m die Indian classes and masses 
a common disposition not quite favourable to the fonnation and consolidation of an 
unitaiy militai-j state for purposes of offence and defence 

Of the immense back-gioimd of Indian History which is lepiesented by the Vedas 
(Sambitas, Brahmins, Aianyakas and Upanishadas), the vaiious Sutias (oi Digests), 
Philosophies, Epics (the Eamayana and Mahaiarata), Puianas and Tantias i{our state- 
ment heie is not anything like full), we possess (unless one is piepared to giant the 
claim of the^Puranas recently put forth in then behalf that they do contain mate- 
rials foi reconstiaicting a fairly connected chronolomcal histoi^ hegmning with the 
1 eiw earliest times) very little precise and connected mformation for the puipose of 
■wilting a political history both copious and correct as to facts and their chronological 
Older But of the ideals and ideas, practices and institutions of the times we do 
possess a veiy full, informing and instructive presentation And, after all, what is 
leal history but this ? Scholars have been busy with their sketches and drawings of 
the ancient orders and specimens of ideas, belids and practices that existed in India 
But oftener than not their reviews and retiospects hai e been made from modem 
standpoints, with modem notions, critena and standards of testing facts and apprais- 
ing values This has not enabled us, in any just measure, to understand much less- 
appreciate a cmhsation (not confined to India but, possibly, leaching some of its 
greatest heights in this country) which was essentially of a different kind, and cannot^ 
therefoie be represented as only the fiirst uncertain and timid steps taken on the 
load which has, through a long, long march, at last brought us to «ur present 
adi anced stage. The ideology, plan and methods of that ancient cmhsatioj* wg have 
yet not serioush studied and nghtly understood Much of that cmhsation -we still 
regard, without uuderstandmg, as consishng of “savage” magic, meaningless ntuahsm, 
“theological twaddle’ and crude superstition Bide by side with all this we find, 
however, the highest philosophy, deepest mysticism and pure ethics Theieis also' 
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much that is of onginal and genuine value from the point of view of humifh mafcrnl 
and mundane progress This seems to us a cunotis medlpj of uhat is nearh the highest 
and uhat is about the lowest But let us pass on 

Coming to “histoncal’^times -r e find that the invasion by Alcxandci the Great of 
India pioved in the result to be little more than a birflwnt raid His Mctonoiis 
armies could only cut off a small slice of NortK-Westem India, iipd this little slue 
the JIacedonian would ingest, but could not digest His steam-roller of conquest 
speedily deieloped “uar-ueai mess’' -on' the' plains of the Panjab and he had to go 
back only adding a bit of India to bis vast Empire He had won some of his battles 
in India, but it had not been an “easy ualk-over” vntll him 
Sa' ' « 

CHANDRAdDraA AKD AsOKA 

After his death shoitly afteiavards, the vast Macedonian Empire practically treat to 
pieces Chandragupta, who became the king of Magadha, proied himself too "i Qit^rfiil 
torthe Greek invadeis who had tiolated thesanctitj and intcgritj of the sacrcdjltind 
of the Rite Rivers As the ie»ult of the formitiable opposition bt the armies of 
Ohandragupta, a treaty v as concluded between him and the Greek uliidi made him 
the supreme, undisputed lord and sotcreign of the Indian Empiie Megasthcncs, nho 
Vi&B sent by Seleueus as an ambassadoi to the court of Cliandiagiinfa, Icftaterj 
taluable record of the times, of the customs and morals of the rcople, and of the 
administiation, which, though unfortunately fiagmentai-j , hears an eloquent and adnm- 
ing testimony to the high ordei of matenal and moral cnilisation attained b\ the 
Hindus centuries befoie the Christian era And this high euihsation was ciohcd m 
India not in isolation but in commeice with othei cmlisations that floiinshcd in 
ancient times such as the Babylonian, Greek, Peisian and Chinese Cliandia^upta's 
son wasBindusaia who was succeeded b> Asoka (269-231 B C) who was uiidouutcdh, 
one of the greatest mlers of. men holding then swaj foi the matenal and simtinl 
good of mankind Numeious edicts and inseiiptions lecord the noble and glorious 
achievements of his reign which, in its later stages left the bloodr path of war and 
conquest and devoted itself to the much more noble and fiuitful task of the moral 
and spmtual conquest and ledemption of ourselves and oui fellow -being itb commend 
able catholicity and toleiance, not seeking to impose it upon otlicis bj his gicat 
rmpenal authoritvand powei, he exercised that autho^t^ and power foi the purpose 
of tiansforming Budhism, which had been moie oi less a loral sect in the Ganges 
Valley, into one of the greatest and most potent hvmg world religions Asokr’s reign 
ifa theiefoie nghtlj held to be an epoch in the histoiy ofthewoild His edicts also 
show the man, hiB ideals and his methods But all this had not allowed or fnoured 
the cement of the great Maurja Empiie setting into the icquisite baldness Indepen- 
dent kingdoms likeBacteiia and Parthia took then use m the border luid, and the 
Gieeks renewed their mcuisions New laces (the Yuen-chi) came in a surge of 
migiation which swept all before them, and in the first centuary A D a consideinble 
portion of North-west India came under then influence 

Gupta Dt nasty 

Kaniska, who made Peshawar his capital, proved gieat as a ruler and as a patron 
and missionarj of the Budhistic lehgion Under him the Kushan branch of the 
Yuen-chi reached the zenith of its power But this power fell as another power in 
middle India rose— the Andhra djnasty A peak like Amaracati or Ujjam would some 
time, use and shine in the midst of the moving vastness of Indian wafers In the 
beginning of the fourth century the centic of political influence in India was again 
shifted to Pataliputia in Magadha as the Gupta djnastj emerged into power 
Samudiampta, who ruled for fifty vears, and his son Chandragupta, greath distni- 
guished tnemsehes not only in war but in the sphere of peaceful and fruitful administra- 
tion, piomoting general piospenty and giving liberal ' * — 'nd literature, 

a gloiious tribute -tp which was paid by the Chines According to 

hiB testimony, then Empires were vast and thci enlightened 

Towaids the end of the fith century— when the White Huns from Central India began 
fo pour themselves into India— the sun of the Gupta dynasty set (dunng who=e regime. 
It shouldjs# noted, there had been a reiival and reconstniction of ancient Bralimanism 
and Biahroanical culture as evidenced especially by tlic literature of the Pumas , 
blit this levn ing process was, very largeh, a process of quiet adaptation and peaceful 
r assimilation) Slore than a century had elapsed after the fall of the Gupta denastj 
before there rose another gieat and enlightened monarcli who could emulate with no 
mean success the gteatest of the Indian rulers m historical times— Asoka Empieror 
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’nrlio consolidated lus aufhontj practically over the ^hole of Horthem India 
M the beginning of the seventh century, ivas femous equally for his great process 
lus high-intellectuitl attain nienls and lor the broad catholicitT of his religious outlook' 
An account of his tunes has been left by a Chinese, Huenlsi^g b\ name In that, 
India IS still painted in gen ei ally blight and even glowing colours ’ 

MeDMEVAL INDIA V - 

After the death of Harsha, and gradually with" the emergence of India into 
what may be called the medi'cval pened, the cou^Uons which had made the politic il 
unification of India sometimes possible in the past, n^ilv' disappeared, and India was 
thrown into a state of piolitical confusion and chaos m which petty kmgdoms rose likfe 
mnshroorns and constant intemecme stnfe preiaded Some outstanding figures like 
Vikramaditya would occasionally appear on the stage , but such events i\ ere few and 
far between In the South of India was being enactm a very interesting but involved 
drama m which the Andliras, Ballavas, Chalukyas and Cholas were the principal actors 
Knshmere m the north, Eanaii] m the Doab and Bengal in the east n ere also alive 
Tilth manv vivid and vital scenes and "eients of pohtical, cultural and social mterest 
But we shall not try to make a review of them here One outstanding event in the 
confusion and complexitv of the general Indian situation ivhich deserves notice even 
passing was the rise of the Eajpiit power upon which the mantle of the old caste 
Kshatnas (the wanior and ndmg caste) ml, and which was the chief opposition 
that the waves of Slohamedan invasion commg one after another ever smce the 
second quarter of the 7th centurv had to encounter and ultimately bear down Giizrat, 
Slalwa, A]mer, Kanaui and Delhi were the principal scenes of the new drama of 
Eajpiit ascendency — a drama so full of episodes of superhuman brai erv, noble heroism 
and sacrifice for the sacred cause of religion and hberty that they have ever smce 
lived m human memory as models which futuie generations of patnots m anv country 
might well try to emulate Though Eajpiit opposition was borne down in Hortheni 
India by the end of the twelfth centiirv Eajput bravery and the spmt that animated 
It survived the crash of the Hmdu Empue of Delhi and AJmere over which Pnthvi 
Ea], the hero, the last of the Hmdu emperors though not the last of the Hindu 
rulers, had held sway Eajput braverv and Eajpiit love of mdependence ivere stiU 
factors to reckon inth in the days of the great Moghuls — ^Akbar, Jahanmr, Shahjahan 
and Aurangzeb Col Todd and some others have narrated the story, and it constitutes 
one of his proudest annals m the vast archives of the Hmdu glory m India As 
to the conquest of Northern India by the Slohamedans, it shoidd be noted, the great 
prize Tvis not verv easdv or quicklv won , that the first Mahammedan impact was m 
the sjeT enth centuiv shortly after the passmg away of the Prophet, and a Moham- 
medan kingdom m Northern India came into being towards the end of the 12th 
Centura Even this did not mean either a complete or final subjugation of India 
And there is another tbmg to be noted Hindu power fell not because its lesistance 
was weak and Its brivery and heroism in the field was not backed by adequate tact, 
strategv and discipline m diplomacT, plannmgand prepaiation 

The centuries of the medineval age m India were marked bv a conspicuous lack of 
political unity and sohdantv But they were bv no means unimportant and banen 
It was not a ‘‘dark” Age In the Gupta period and m the centuries before and aftei 
a marvellous process of social, cultural and rebgious reconstruction was gomg apace 
TheoldYeihc sdieme of social economv (involving as it did the four Yamas or 
‘•castes” and the four Ashiams or ‘'stages” of hfe) was bemg transformed through a 
process of adaptation, assimilation and multiphcation which made society more 
comprehensive and at the same time more complex The mfiuence of Buddhism, 
Hellenism and that of Mongoloid laces also led to adaptations and assimilations, 
m manv important directions in the older order of Indian customs and institutions 
The gradual assimilation of Budhism itself was a phenomenon of the^^reatest import- 
ance The Yedic rehgion survived but it ivas transformed The Puranas and Tantras 
renewed and gave a new expression to the Sanatana Dharma In the domam of 
literature, art (both useful and fine), science and mathematics, philosophy and 
metaphvsics, these centuries were also productive of fruits that were aad^-etill are of 
the greatest interest and value Great poets like Kahdas and Bhavabhu4,^{md great 
philosophers like Shankaracharvya and Eamanuja and also other pioneers and^asters 
m other fields formed a galaxy of men of gemus and talents Tvhich showed that an 
age of jiolitical dis-eqmlibrium aud confusion in India was yet not necessarily an ' ^ 
age of cultural depression and darkness and social disruption The soul of India 
could, apparenth function to its best advantage inspite of her troubled politics 
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But whilst this was true for some,time it could not bo true foi all time Her iioliticc 
it last began to tell on hei constitution We doiiot, howeiei, propqse to tpntinue the 
stoiy through the Mohammedan and British peiiods Tlie hisfon of these periods m 
more settled and definite in featuies, and these aie, generalh, well known, One spci lal 
feature, which is not alwajs clearly recognised and to which we should like to diaw 
attention IS this Prom the twelfth cenXury right up to the eighteenth or even for 
some time later, the Hirfdu pio\\ei of levii aland re^eneiation, of iiuliation iiid execu- 
tion, was nevei like dead ol even djiiig Independent and often powerful kingcloms 
like Vi]ayanigai in the Soutli, those of Fiatap,. Shi,\a]i and -the Peshwas m the west 
-(we do not mention some otheis e g those in Bengal) would now and llicn, 
pioudly lift then heads ann challenge the authoiity of the great Moslem emperor^ 
Undei that authoiity, too, theie floiiiished min/ gicat Hindu adrainistiator®, AlimsVef^ 
goiernois, geneials and tinanueis In shoit, duiing the Mohamedan era, the Hindu 
genius was not at Ps best but it was not quite decadent 

The Mohammed vn Rule 

The Mohammedan conqueiors, again, fiom Mahomed Ghon whe wrested flic sioptrc 
of the kingdom of Delhi fiom Prithiira] aftei a fiist unsuccessful iltcmpt, came to 
India as foreigneis but they did not remain hcie as foieigneis India w is the land 
of then adoption Raids like those by Chengis KJian or Nadir bbah were rare and 
they did not lepiesent the noimal course of eients India siificicd and sometime-, 
badh , no doubt, fiom the effects of the eonqueiing ardoiu and ])iosch Using red of 
some of the Mohammedan luleis But the gieat Moghuls weicasmiich ‘iliildieii of 
the soil” as the humblest of the Hindu “heathen” And this slnring together In 
the Hindus and Mussalmans of a common “health md home” inf tit ill! tendcil 
to bleed a consciousness of community of intciests m both as India s offspring 
Theie was a steady assimilation of the Semitic and Indo-Aijan cultures nho ami 
even a giowing undoistandmg and appreciation of one religion b\ the othn llic 
leligions touched and even blended with each othei at then highest points— c g in 
Sufism and Vedantio mjsticism They also met and evolved a bioad lommon 
“shiiue” to which folk beliefs, piactices and institutions would bung their tmilcil 
homage Even a common dialect (Uidu or Hindusthim) was evolved between the two 
in Noithern India which gradiiallj blossomed into a line hfciatuic The jiatronagc 
extended by the Mohammedan cmperois to Music, Arehitectuie etc was aho fimiful 
of veiy fine lesult India’s wealth attiacted the tiadc and commerce of the whole 
civilised world In fact, Ameiica or the West Indies was discoveicd in an attempt 
to discovei an western route to the Indian maiket Bntisli, rtench, DuUh and 
Poituguese tiadeis all came and scrambled foi raaiket and cventuallv, for politnal 
povvei in India It is also worthj of note that even undci the swav of siuli master- 
ful monarchs as Sher Shall, Akbai or Amangzeb, the goveiumcutof tlic rountiv was 
m the mam decentialised, allowing provincial and local autonomv— down to the 
autonomy of the village units— to adequatelv function Even pettv lo a! chiefs— like 
the feudal loids of the mediaeval West— never unlearnt the art of Inrhtmg and 
governing So it was always possible foi a min of ambition and abihtv like Shu aji 
foi example, to evolve sanctions wheiebj he could implement lus hidi politic il 
aspiiations It was the veiy laige measuic of local automonv md local initiative th it 
existed that lendeied possible the nse of the Maihatta and fcikli Powers and aho of 
the kingdoms of Hjdei Ah and theNizimin the south And British Power in Indii 
in its nse to paiamountcy found its most foimidable rivals or powerful allie-- m them 

In 1599, dining the leign of Queen Elizabeth, some merchants of Ivondon formed 
an association foi the puipose of tiade with India, and this a'-sotiition w grantc<I a 
loyal chaitei of incoipoiation At fiist this Companj was nurciv a trading conccni 
establishing facloiies in the cast and west coasts of Indii and in Bcncal andadmim— 
teung its affaiiS in the thiee ‘piesideucies” which were at first independent of one 
anothei but suboidinate to the Board of Directors at home. In course of time 
hovvevei, chiefly with a view to preserving and consolidating its growing and 
^ extensive, hade in India, in the face of Uic Fieiich nvalrv and intrigue and 
the pisglpilmg political anaichy and unrest in the land, it established militarv 
gaiiitjin of defence which soon became involved in hostilitias th it saddled it with 
tcrnfoiial responsibilities It fought some decisive battles in Madras and in Bengal, 
.which laised a tiading company to the status of a political Power in Indn rrcndi 
intngue failed and Eiench iivahj practicallj died down m Indn One of tlie mo t 
decisive battles fought was the battle of Plassev in 1757 The bittle was won vath the 
aid of faithful native battahons, and with the actnc or passive support of the 
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generals and noblemen of tbe unfortunate young Nawab of Bengal It is n ortby 
of note tliab tb& path of Bntish supremacy jn India, and often, its influence and 
prestige abroad has been paved, amongst other things, -with the consent, alliance and 
■willing co-operation of the Native of India It was so even during the critical 
penod of the Sepoy Oluttny, one iundred years after the ba'^tle of Plassey It 
was agam so during the “ordeal ’ of the last Great TVar The machmerv of 
administration by the East India Company was from time to time modified 
by acts of Parhament (1J73 , and the Charter Acts of 1793 and 1833) 

By these a Govemor-General-in-Cotmcd. was made the supreme administrative 
aiithontv m India subject to a Board of Control at home Bv the last Act, the Com- 
panv ceased to be a commercial concern and became Ja pohtical and adnunistrative 
bodv only After the Sepoy Mutiny another Act was passed by which the Government 
Windin' was transferred from the Company to the Crown, and -henceforth the Gov- 
ernor-General was also the Viceroy of India The functions of the Government of 
India are -nade and its resjKmsibtlifies.heavy But its responsibihties are to the Crown 
and the Parliament It hat not rested on an elective popular basis There have been 
legislative bodies, but its motions resolutions and votes have not, except as regards 
certam matters of secondary imrxirtance imder the Act of 1919, a bmding efi’ect on 
the Government 

India s contnbutions and sacrifices in the Great War were great, but “reward” 
that come in the shape of the Parliamentary Declaration promismg her a “ aprogressive 
realisation of responsible government , the stages and times of which wefe to be 
determined bv the Pirliament alone was not cornfortmg to her nationalist aspirations 
And the Government of India Act of 1919, which is still m actual function though it 
has been, apparentlv, broadened and amplified m some directions by a recent Parha- 
mentary Statute, did not meet the wishes or expectations of India By that Act 
dyarch-v or a kind of dual responsibditv was established m the pro-nnces where the 
' nation-building ’ subjects were “transferred ’ to Mmisters (not responsible however 
to the lesislatnfes), whilst the more important subjects were ‘‘leserved In practice the 
transference of certam subjects to Mmisters (who were appomted by, held oSce under 
the pleasure of, and were responsible to, the Governor) meant little more than a 
complication of the admimstrative machmerv which became, m consequence more cum- 
brous and expensive, The Central Goiernment contmued to remam nnitarv under the 
scheme The legishif n e bodies, both pronncial and central, were expanded with non- 
oSicial majonti^, but this placed little power, for construction or even for obstmction 
in the bands of the jxipular parties Whilst the liberals proceeded to work the scheme, 
the mam bodv of nationalist forces, as represented by the Indian National Comrrcss, 
would not first e\ en look at it. But some time later under the guidance of Mr G E 
Das and Pandit Motilal Nehru, a Swaraj Party analogous to the present Congress 
Parliamentary Party, was formed which entered the legislatures, both provmcial and 
centrf, m te'llmg numbers' and by its obstrucbomst tactics caused not a little emba- 
rrassment to thole entrusted inth the work of day to day admimstration In some 
provmces it was even able to "wreck dvarchy for a time. Generally, however, 
the si stem has worked though not satisfactonlv even accordmg to o&cial apprecia- 
tion ' We need not m particular refer to the unwelcome labours of the All-White 
Statntorv Simon Commission, to which even the habitually co-operahng liberals 
r^sed to lend their co-operation Meanwhile the Congress ideologv was Ibecoming 
bolder dai by day, and the Lahore session adopted a resolution settmg as the goal 
of India complete* Independence or Purna Swaraj A campaign of cinl disobedience 
followed to create “sanctions under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi who has been 
reallv at the helm of Congress afiairs since the early twenties The Bound Table 
idea was broached rather too late , but Mahatma Gandhi after concludmg,^ what is 
known as the Gandhi-lnvm Pact joined the Conference suhsequentlv The result of 
the dehberations of that body fell short of the Congress demand And the Congress 
again ■withdrew its oSer of co-operation 
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Introduction 


We began om study of the events and 3e\elopnienfcs in India that had 
happened duiing the Ikst s-ix months of 1938 with deploring the control ersy 
A Fore ranner t followed the Ministeiial Crisis in Xbo Central Pror in- 

Cong^iTs 'president' Berar Lrvjng at a distance froni the scene of 

lal ControverEy conflict, we made an attempt to take a detached mow of 
things as far as it was humanly possible for us Wo 
explained how in the absence of traditions of joint responsibility in Ministiics 
under modern conditions yet to be developed in the country, three Minislcis 
of the province were found refusing to tendei resignation when called upon 
to do so by the Premier, Dr Narayan Yashkai Khaio , no explained 
how Dr Khare had been led by the Instrument of Instruction issued by 
the Chairman of the Congress Paihamentaiy Sub Committee, Saidar "S nllar- 
bhai Patel, and by the letter of Moulana Abuf Kalam Azad, member of the 
Working Committee and one of the three members of the Paih ’mentarr 
Sub-Committee, that he was free to maker and un make his Ministry , and 
how acting on his belief he resigned his first Jilimstrx and reconstituted 
his second with three new members , we gave expression to the feeling 
shared by public opinion that takes interest in political happenings that vc 
failed to understand why the Working Committee of the Congress should 
have taken such a serious view of this inovincial bickering, should Imo 
taken sides in it By those opinions we still stand, though vo vcio not 
prepared for the bitterness of controversy that followed this Ministcri'’! 
le-shuffle Personal and sectional and linguistic feehngs have been roused 
by the steps taken to solve the problems that have been corroding the unity 
of Indian life, that have been disrupting forces of cohesion in areas x idcr 
than those confined within the frontiers of that particular proMnee These 
developments have created in the public mind doubts about the leadership 
of the Congress, have generated a cynicism in the country that is not ■^liock- 
ed by any weakness or injustice made manifest m the public life, in the 
leadership of public life in India In our study of these exents ve haio 
more than once conceded that tho claims made by the Congiess Working 
Committee to discipline in Congiess ranks are justifiable at all times , at 
the present phase of India’s struggle for political rights tbev are a pic condi- 
tion of success In the C P and Berar Ministerial affair we have 
deplored and criticised tho latter developments that showed a failuio of 
nerves, an excitability of temper in tho control crsiahsts, and in the case of 
Dr Khaio and his supporters the absence of that spirit of dignified accept- 
ance of an unjust decision that letiieies political reputation and regains 
public sympathy In modem India’s public life the late Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale, founder of the Servant of India Socicti, showed In Ins example 
hoxv a pubhd ijian could outlii e unpopularity' and public calumny 


When we commented on the happenings relating to tho C P and 
Berar Ministerial imbroglio, xve could not imagine — none in India could 
— that over the India x\bich owed allegiance to the 
Indian National Congress nould burst another control ersy 
nith the beginmng of_thc new x ear of 1939, that angr\ 
lightning would throw a lurid glare on a vide section of 
pohtical hfe, contusing the mind of the people, creating dissensions among 
6 


- Personal 
'Equation in 
the Controversy 
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the lank and- file io£ <?bngressmen, espo&mg the spuit o! disunity in the 
leadership of th^’ioiganisation, holding ia ahejance almost all Congress 
activities foi about -£i!s; iBonths This storm of controversy covered the 
whole face of "tbB- country fel'ow-TVpikef3,''cK)i3ii?5ides in work and saciifice, 
were separated frorfir enn anothes? , doubts were thrown on one anothei’s 
honesty , the well of a-ssoqated 'a prk was defiled and poisoned Without 
taking a tragic view of things, conceding- that such outbmsts of temper are 
a part and lot of modern democratic anangoments of pohtical woik, we are 
constrained to 'say that judging hj' the known facts of the whole contio- 
veisy Sri Subhas Chandra Basu has emerged out of it with dignity 
Perhaps, his sudden illness xendeied him incapable ot joimng in the ex- 
* change of angry courtesies that maiked the contioveisy , his temperament 
also helped him to Bear up against the assaults that are part of such contro- 
versies This chaiacteristic of his came out in the following words uttered 
when he, as President of the Working Committee of the Congress, had to 
carry out the drastic judgment pn ly,. Ehare 

“I may point out that a leader h^s to pav the pnee of leadership In the event 
of success, he often gets more praise and credit than he probably desenes, and 
in the event of failure, he'frcquenth gets all the blame or at least much of it No 
leader should, therefore, grudge if on occasions he seems to he judged h-iishly 
by his followers or by his countrymen If .a battle is won, the genera] becomes 
the Hero, if things go ivrong he is punished severely ” 

This test of leadership was laid down in the last week of July, 1938 or 
the first week of August Befoie six months weie out the man who had 
laid it was called upon to face it, to pass through this cruel piocess of 
judgment And he came out of it cool and collected before the watching 
pubho 


The controversy arose out of the election of the President to the Tripuii 
session of the Indian National Congress, its annual session The Press 


Election ol 
Tnpun Con- 
gress President 


was publishing and featuring speculations with regard 
to it, with regaid to the peisons who might he set up 
for this post of honom, of lesponsibihty The names of 
Moulana Abul Ealam Azad, of Dr Pattabhi Sitaramayya, 


of Sii Subhas Chandra Basu were prommentlv mentioned , it was hoped 


that two of them would retire, leaving the election to be unanimous The 


election was to be held on the 29th of January, 1939 On the 20th January 
a statement by Moulana Sahib was sent to the Press that for reasons of 
health he could not agree to shouldei the burdens of the position, recom- 
mending at the same time the name of Br Pattabhi to the delegates On 
the 21st Sn Subhas Chandra Basu sent a statement which gave the people 
an idea that the Presidential Election would be fought ovei He gave 


his reasons for preferring this method of choosmg the head of the supreme 
executive of the national organisation With “the progressive sharpening 
of the anti-Imperialist struggle in' India”, there had emerged ‘new ideas 
and ideologies, and problems and programmes” And a feehng, an opinion, 
was growing in the country that “as in other free countries the presidential 
election in India should be fought on the basis of different problems pio- 
grammes’’ Such contests would help in the clarification of the issues', and 
“give a clear indication of the p-ahhc mind” , as such they may not be “un- 
desirable” things In view of the increasing international tension and the 
prospective fight over Eederation in India, the year (1939) will he “a , 
momentous one m onr national history” , he was prepared to put this 
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question to the test whethei or not the majentj' jjf fhe deltgales demanded 
his services m the office Specially when “up iali now I b^iye not received 
any suggestion oi advice fiom a single delegate askiB^me to v.ithdiaw 
from the contest,” emphasised -Subbas Babu This statortient also did 
not excite any cuiiosity in the mind of "the general puhlio.' 

But the matter took a new complexion,' an exciting-complexion, when 
SIX members of the Congress Working Committee — Sardar Ballavbhai Patel, 
Babu Eajendra Piasad, Sri Jayaramdas Daulatram, Sii 
Shankar Eao Deo, Sii Bhulabhai Desai and Piof 
Eripalani (General Secretary of the Congress) — issued a 
statement on the 24;th of January from Bardoli questioning 
the validity of the reason^ for a contest gnen in the 
statement of their President The name of the place from which the 
statement was issued was significant, though the general public did not 
understand its significance till two weeks thence It was at this place 
that the Working Committee of the Congressvhad held its sittings a little 
over a week back , Gandhiji was still there in residence at the Swara] 
Ashram having advised and guided the deliberations of that meeting of 
the Congress Executive The statement of the six members doubted the 
wisdom of setting up a precedent of contested elections for the position of 
the President of the Indian National Congress “So far as wo know 
hitherto the presidential elections have been unanimous," said the 
signatories to the statement , they would have preferred to wait “for 
greater consolidation of the Congress ranks, greater toleration and greater 
respect for one another’s opinions before making the Congicss presidential 
election a matter of contest” The crux of their argument, however, lay 
in the following words 


Six Working 
Committee mem- 
bers Startle the 
Public 


“ Wo hold Btiong views nbout the foiihcominp election ” 

“ When he (Mauhm Abiil Kalam A/ad) had finally decided to withdraw 
he had advocated Dr Pattabhi’s election in consultation with certain of us This 
decision wns taken with much delibciation ” 

“We feel it is a sound pohev to adlieic to the rule of not re electing the 
same Piesident except undei leiv exceptional cixcumstances " 

“In the statement Mi feubhas Bose has mentioned his opposition to Federa- 
tion This IS shaied by all the membeis of the Woiking Committee IJc 

has also mentioned ideologies, policies and progiammes All this, wc feel, is not 
lelevant to the consideiation in the choice of the Congress President ” 

"The CoDgiess policy and programmes are not determined bj siieccssne 
Presidents If it weie so the constitution would not limit tlic ofTice to one year 
The policy and piogiamme of the Congicss wlicn they are not determined In llie 
Congiess itself aie detei mined by the Working Committee The po'ifion of the 
Piesident IS that- of a Chan man More than this, the President represents and 
sjmbolises, as under constitutional monarchy, the unity and solidaniy of the 
nation ^ ; 

"Any contioversy over the election men on the score of policies and progra- 
mmes is, theiefore, to be dcpiecated ” 


This statement of the six Congress leaders startled the public out of 
indifference A great resentment seized the public mind that an attempt at 
dictation, to dictate the fiee choice of the delegates, should 
have been publicly made Tiie 3 did not understand vet 
that Gandhi]! was imolvedmthe matter , thex misled 
the significance of the words appearing m a statement issued hx Dr Pat'a- 
bhi Sitar am ay 3 a on the 26th of January- which might ha regarded as lus 
Election Manifesto These words deseiac quotation . 


Dr-Tottablii’s 
Election Manifesto 
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“When tlie Maalin'i had 'vathdrawn, when there was 'nridespread desire on 
the part of Congiessmen and others and of a temrable pair arch (the italics are 
ours) and the elderly men of xiosition ’ When I, too, had reason to believe 
that as an alternatn e to the Alaulana s candidature muie mould commend itself to 
manv of mv colleagues in the Working Committee I felt my nomination as a 
candidate was a call to duty . ’ 


The SIS leaders’ statement, howevei, staited a controversy which held 
the field foi almost sis months Leadeis in the Congiess, leaders of puhhc 
hfe, took sides on one oi othei side of the controversy 
Many of them can be quoted But considerations of 
space compel ns to economise m this respect The 
statement of Sii Suhhas Chandra Basu m leply to that of the sis leaders’ 
clarifies certam of the issues raised m the latter It was made on the 
25th January 


Suhhas Bahn’s 
Counter-Stalement 


‘In an election contest between two members of the Working Committee 
one would not espect the other members to take sides m an organised manner, 
because that would obviouslv not be fair ” 

.*'§mce the adoption of the new constitution of the Congress in 1934 the 
Workidg Committee is bang nominated, theoretically at least, by the Piesident 
The position of the President today is no longer analogous to that of the 
chairman of a meeting The President is like a Pnme Mimster or President of 
the Umted States of Amenca who nominates his own Cabinet ” 


But the most impoitant of the eiiticisms of the six leaders' statement, 
Grave Charges and the most damagmg to the reputafaon of the maker of 
against Rightists these criticisms as a responsible puhhc man specially 
in a puhhc contioveisy of such fai -reaching consequences to individuals 
as well as to the country, weie the following 

“It IS widely believed that there is prospect of a compromise on the Federal 
Scheme between the Eight Wing of the Congress and the Bntish Government dnnng 
the commg year ” 

This chaige, for a charge it was, was lepeated on the 27th Januaiy's 
statement in a more positive manner 

“■Can any body challenge the fact that a belief is widely held that during the 
coming year a compromise will be eflfected between the British Government and 
the Eight W ing of the Congress ? This impression may be erroneous, but it is 
there all the same and nobody can deny its existence Aot onlv that It is gener- 
alh believed that a prospective list of 'Ministers for the Federal Cabinet has been 
already dranm up” 

But we anticipate. On the 2oth of January Saidai Yallavbhai Patel 
made from Baidoli a counter-statement to that issued by Sii Suhhas 
Chandra Basu on the same date from Calcutta He 
said that speaking personally he felt that m the election 
contest issue, to quote his own woids, the matter m not one 

of persons oi principles and not of leftists 'oi iightists. 
The sole consideiation is what is in the best inteiests of the country ” And 
the foUowmg showed that on certain days in the second and thud weeks 
of the month of January when the "Working Committee of the Congress 
was holdmg its sittings at Baidoh, 

‘•At mformal consultations at one stage or other at which Moulana Azad, Mr 
Jawharlal Isehru, Babu Ea]endra PraEad7Mr Bhulahhai Desm, Mr Knpalani, 
Mahatma Gandhi and mvself were present, not by design but by accident, it was 
agreed that if perchance the Moulana remained adamantme m his resistance, accord- 
ing to the constitution Dr Pattabhi was the only choice left, smee we were clearly 
of opinion that it was imnecessary to re-elect Suhhas Babn ” 
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This statement of Sardai Ballavbhai’s hntated public feeling which 
was later reflected in the delegates’ voting in the presidential election Hero 
we should piesent to the readeis a repiescntatne expres- 
sion of public feehng which came fiom Pundit lawaharlal 
Nehru in his statement made from Almora on the 27th 
Januarj'-, from the heart of the Kumaun Hills, aboio 
and beyond the dust and noise of contioversy He regretted that tlio 
Presidential Election controversy “had taken an unfortunate turn and wrong 
issues had been raised ’’ 

“There is no question of conflict over Federation in this election ” 

“Personally, I do not see what principles or piogiamnies arc at 
stake in this election I do not want it to be said at the end of flic contest 
that a particular piogramme had been rejected when in fact it was not 
m issue ’’ 


Pandit 

Jawaharlal’s 

Reaction 


With regard to the position and function of the Piesident of the 
Congress, Pundit Jawaharlal Nehiu said that it was true that the Congiess 
itself or the Ali-India Congress Committee “ultimatelj” laid -doy^n tlio 
polic 5 '’ But 

“The President can, howeier, make a difTercncc in the earning out of (he 
policy, and the Congress President is not, in my opinion, merch a Ppcaker” 

With quoting another opinion on this paiticular matter — the position 
Working Committee’s and function of the President — gi\en on the 25th Jrnuan 

Constitution by Mr Eafi Ahmed Kidwai, Minister foi Rcienuo in 
the Congress Ministry of the United Proiinces, we shall leaio the 
pre-election contioversy 


“Sardar Patel contends that it is the Working Committee whuli guides (ho 
activities of the Ckmgress and the President is a mere figure licad, hut he con- 
veniently forgets that the Working Committee is the creation of (he Frc'^ident , its 
composition depends on his will It was weakness on the part of hoih Mr 
Jawaharlal Nehiu and Mr Subhas Chandra Bose to nominate Motking Committees 
which were opposed to their politics, and the situation we find our'^ches in to da% 
IS the result of this iveakness ” 


The mind of the public, of the delegates whose a otes would elect the 
President of the Congress, was thus prepared hi these statements and 
counter statements foi the contest as between Dr 
Election Pattahhi Sitaiamavva and Sii Subhas Chaudra Basu 

Resnlt On the 29th of Januarj, these delegates met m the 

different provinces, Congress pi ounces, in the provinces 
according to the Congress geography based on linguistic considerations, 
and recorded their votes The result of the election recorded the victorv 
of Sri Subhas Chandia Basu The figures given below repiesent the i otes 
secured by^,the two candidates 


Di 


Sri Subhas Chandra Basu 


Burma 

6 

8 

Utkal (Orissa) 

99 

4i 

Tamil Nadu 

102 

110 

Gujrat 

100 

5 

The Punjab 

86 

182 

Vidharbha 

21 

11 

Bengal 

79 

dCl 

Kerala 

18 

80 
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\ J|K 

Andhia 

181 , - . 


28 

United Piovinces" 

1S5 


269 

Delhi 

5 , 


10 

Bihar 

197 


70 

Maharashtra 

86 


77 

Assam 

■22 


34 

Bombay 

14 


12 

Sind 

21 


13 

Nagpui 

17 


12 

Ajmer 

6 


20 

Karnatak 

41 


106 

Mahakoshal 

68 


■67 

North West- 
Frontier Province 

23 


18 

Total 

1,375 


1,580 


Gandhiji’s 
part m 
the Election 


Sii Sublias Chandra Basu -won the election by a majoiity of 205 votes 

The declaration of the election result ought to have settled the 
controversy It did not The flood-gates were opened wider On the 
3 1st of January, two da vs after the election and its 
results became known, Gandhi]i issued a statement from 
Baidoh giving his reaction to the contest, to the defeat of 
Dr Pattabhi Sitarama-jya He declared “the defeat 
IS more mine than his" , the public was for the fiist 
time told that “horn the very beginning” Gandhi]i had been “decidedly” 
against the re-election of Sii Subhas Chandra Basu for “reasons" 
which he thought unnecessary to go into He did “not subscribe 
to his (Subhas Babu’s) facts or the arguments in his manifestoes” , he 
thought Subhas Babu’s “references to his colleagues were un]ustified and 
unwoithy ” The result of the election had made plain to him that “the 
delegates do not approve of the principles and pohcv for which” he stood 
He suggested that now that Subhas Babu was President not “on the suffer- 
ance of those whom he calls Bightists” , President elected on a contested 
election, it was up to the latter 'to choose his homogeneous Cabinet and 
enforce his programme without let and hindrance ” But the cruellest 
blow came in the words, cruel because they came from Gandhi]i “After 
aU Subhas Babu is not an enem^' of his country ” In this statement 
Gandhi]! indicated the pohcy which the section of Congressmen defeated in 
the election was likely to follow or ought to follow They may not 
“obstruct” on any account the policy and programme that the new President 
might suggest or follow 

Prof Eripalani in interview with the Associated Press on ,tJiB'’fst of 
Pebruaiy as also Babu Eajendra Prasad on the 2nd February indicated 
‘ Rightists” the same pohcv, the polici- of neutiahtv if the pTirase nan 

ina> not obstruct be used in that context The former said “'Those who 

or embarass looked to Gandhiji for guidance will never put any obsta- 
the President Cabinet ” The latter said 


“ T can saj this that we shall not do anvthing to embanss anv body much 
less Subhas Babu The Tiipuii Congress will lay down the programme for the 
coming 5 ear and it mil be for the Piesident to select any Working Committee 
that he considers best after the Congiess has laid down its programme Till then 
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It IS 


startled the 
public 


I do not think theie is -inT idea of lesigning from the Worfang 'Committee 
obvious that ue cannot do anj thing obstiuctiie Oui eflorts aull he helpful " 

Gandhiji’s statement came as a bomh shell on the pnldic During the 
election, the pie-eleetion contioveisy, Saidei Patel liad told the coiintiv 
Gandbiji’s that "the mattei is not one of peisons oi pimciples and nob 

Statemant of leftists or rightists ” , Pandit Jawahailal Nelnu told 

the country “Personally I do not see what pimciplcs 
or progiammes are at stake in this election ” But 
Gandhi]! m bis statement said that the result of the election had shown 
that the delegates did not approve of the principles and the policv.tho 
ideal and the methods to reach it, for -which he stood These statements 
the mass of Congressmen, the general public which though not Congioss- 
men, weie Oongress-minded, failed to reconcile They, these unattached 
Congress-minded people, the men and women who weie the coio of the 
real strength of the national oigamsation, who belonged to no specific 
political party but were the real power behind the mo-vement for the asser- 
tion of national self-respect and for the capture of political pow ci as its 
symbol and instrument — the statements that followed the declaration of the 
election result made these men and women confused in thought and uncer- 
, tain in action They sensed that there was much moie belimd the state- 
ments , they were tempted to believe that the clash not being due to aiiv 
difference m principle or policy, must be due to a clash of temperaments 
and personalities, and that these would be soon resolved under the healing 
powers of non-violence m thought and action that Gandhi]i has been 
teaching the country for more than twenty years 

But this belief proved unsubstantial, and this hope remained unfulfilled, 
though the re-elected President tried to throw oil on the tioubled wateis 
No Violent break ^ statement made on the 3id of Pebruarv lie expressed 
with the past, grief that Gandhiji should have taken the result of the 

declared election “as a personal defeat he declared that it 

Freeident would ‘always” be his aim and object to win the confi- 

dence of Gandhi]! , and as he emphasised this point “it will be a tragic 
thing for me if I succeed in winning the confidence of other people but fail 
to wm the confidence of India’s greatest man " He also recognised that 
a certain amount of apprehension had been created m the public mind as to 
the policy men like him and people like those whose \otes had won him 
the election were likely to follow He tried to set these apprehensions at 
rest with the foUowmg assurance 

“Let me mike it quite clear that there would be no violent break uith tlic 
past in the parliamentaij oi in the extia-pailuamentarj sphere ho foi aa the par- 
liamentary piogramme is concerned ve shall only tiy to implement oiir election 
pledgcii and bur pailiamentaiy piogramme with greater ajiccd than in tlic past 
In the^citra-pailiamentaiy spheie we shall endear oui to rally all our stienpth and 
lesouices foi^iombatuig federation and for pushing on towaids Puma Staraj" 

This drd nob satisfy the section of Congressmen who had supported 
Dr Pattahhr Sitaramayya who was Gandhiji's candidate as it became 
public on the 31st of January as soon as Gandhiji’s own 
Attempt to statement appeared m the Piess It also became apparent 

umtv that some method would bare to bo found out to settle 

the mattei, to restore the position as it had obtained htioro 
this unfortunate controversy started An indication of tins attempt was to 
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be found in course of an informal talk by Pundit Nehru on the 2nd of 
Februaiy, to the students of Santi-Nibefcan, Eabmdra Nath Tagore’s abode 
of peace, the seat of his Ftsit,a Bharati, the nucleus of the International 
University Here Pundit Jawaharlal and-Subhas Babu met to discuss the 
reactions of the Congress election contest It was hoped that in the 
atmosphere of this hermitage, m the presence of our poet of harmony and 
understanding, a method would be evolved for bringing about peace in the 
Gongiess woild It was horn this place that Pundit Jawaharial indicated 
the possibihties of the situation A variety of causes might influence an 
election , even m the case of a contested election the issues were or might 
not be deal It was at the session of the Congiess that definite issues 
had to be faced and voted upon , it was at the session of the Congress 
that a final decision for the ensmng year had to be taken And, 

‘•It may happen, as it has happened in the past, that the same electors, i e., 
the delegates to the Congress, mav give expression to somewhat contradictory poli- 
cies m electing the President and later on m the open session of the Congress The 
elected President certoinlv may he said to represent the general will of tne elector- 
ate, but if that electorate derided difierentlj on specific issues, the latter decision 
prevails ’ 


Gaadhi-Basu 
talk really 


This theoretical discussion pointed out to a development at the annual 
session oi the Indian National Congiess at Tripuii which would help to recon- ' 
cile both the points of view that bad emeiged out of the 
presidential election It was hoped that the ground for 
nnsuccesstul a, reconciliation would be piepaied at the interview 
between Gandhiji and Sn Subbas Chandra Basu that 
took place on the 15cb of February at the Ashram at Shegaon The Press 
pubbshed the news that foi thiee bonis, “in an atmospbeie of extreme 
coidiabty” to quote the woids used in the statement issued by Subbas 
Babu “with Gandhiji’s approval,” there was discussion between the two 
Congress leaders, and that though no “final decisions” were arrived at, 
“ceitam tentative conclusions” were reached The Press also pubbshed 
the news that Subbas Babu emerged “cheerfully hom Gandhiji’s hut that 
Gandhi]! “elso looked cheerful ” It was also announced at the same time 
that the ''iVoilang Committee would meet at Wardha on the 22nd 
Febiiiaiv, and that Gandbiji bad postponed Ins depaifcure for Bardoli and 
would he present at the meeting A correspondent broadcasted the 
news that “Mi Boss is completely satisfied with the solution and the 
conveisations that even if he be unable to take “the Gandhian members” 
of the Working Committee with him, he will be entering his second year 
of Piesidentship with the blessings of Gandhiji” 


These weie 

Twelve Members 
decide to resign 

Committee, the 


•wishful thinking, a lengthening out of the uncertainty, as 


lattei developments pioved On the 20th February it 
became cleai that the old members of the Working 
members v.ho had in an oigamsed manner suiJpoited Dr 
Pattabhi Sitaiamayxa during the election, would resign in a body A 
conespondent from Wardha quoted one of them on the 21st of February 


“• tliose who chira to be radical and advanced m outlook and view should 
take responsibility and not merelj content themselves with criticismg us for our 
acts ot omissions commission This state of affairs had been tolerated long enough 
and uow that the Leftists have a majonty, they should be given a frc; hand m run- 
ning the Congress ” 
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Afi this time Sn Subhas Chandra Basu vras senouslv ill at Calcutta, and 
could nob, therefore, attenff the meeting of the Working Committee at W ar- 
Demand for opportunity of meeting his collergues 

clear-cut became apparent by this time that the "atmosphere of 

policy ertreme coidiahty” featured in the Press a week earlier, 

the cheerful look of Gandhi]i and Subhas Babu on 
the 15th February were smoke screens that hid extreme disagreement The 
puhhc was misled into thinking that as a result of Gandhi Basu talks there 
was a hkelihood of peace in the Congress household which since 1920 the 
public bar o learnt to regard as the Gandhi household Therefore, the resig- 
nation of twelve members of the Working Committee in a bodv, followed 
by that of Pundit Nehru, came as an unpleasant surpiise In tlicir letter, 
believed to have been drafted by Gandhiji, dated February 22, Moulana 
Abul Kalam Azad and eleven others informed the President of their decision 
to resign, and gave as their reason foi it the following 

“We feel that the time has come when the country should laic a cloar-cut 
policy not based on compromise between diflerent incompatible groti) s of flic Con- 
gress It IS but right, theiefore that you should select a homogeneous Cabinet, 
representing the views of the majority ” 

Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru prefaced his lesignation wuth a coieimg letter, 
with a statement It became known that he had tiled his best to bung about 
peace , it became knowm that be had pressed Sri Subhas 
Chandra Basu to withdraw the chaiges made ^by him m 
charges his pre-election statements with regard to ‘‘Eightists" 
compromising with the British Go\ ernment on the ques- 
tion of Federation And as this was not forthcoming, that fact must ha\ cinfiu- 
enoed Pundit Jawaharlal and the 12 members of the Working Committee to 
submit their resignation, and Gandhiji to approve of it It also became known 
at this time that Pundit Nehru had been opposed to the re election of Subhas 
Babu because that would stand in the way of piesentmg "a united and deter- 
mined front” to political opponents, to the "external" authority that bolds 
sway over the countiy These resignations left Sii Subhas Chandia Basu and 
Sii Sarat Chandia Basu as the only members of the kk Diking Committee — 
practically the Committee ceased to be — and the Picsident was left to face 
the annual session of the Congiess at Tiipuri with his own programme 
and policy deprived of the advice and co-opeiation of the group which under 
Gandhiji’s lead had been guiding the organisation for about ten a cars at a 
stretch 

This development, this resignation of twelve members, gave the public 
for the first time the idea that the election contest had exposed deeper 
Majority of differences in the inner council of the Congress than they 
delega^sget were aware of Even many of the delegates, among whom 

demorahsad were men and women who were not Leftists hut had voted 

foi Subhas Babu, were shaiply’ recalled to the fact that hv their votes thev 
had unwittingly hastened a crisis in the national leadership The majority 
of the supporters of Sii Subhas Chandra Basu in the election contest 
consisted of members of the Congress Socialist Partv, of the Congress 
Radical Party, of the Communists, and of other discontented elements , thev 
had really voted against the dictation of the Patel group as broadcast in 
the 6 Membeis’ Statement of January 21 , and now they realised that they 
7 
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had touched deeper springs of action, that by their votes they had leally 
challenged the Gandhian leadership Gandlujj’s statement of January 31 
made it clear , the failme of the Gandhi-Basu talk emphasised it , the 
resignation of the 13 membeis demonstrated it befoie all the world This 
demonstration appeared to have demoralised the majority of the delegates 
who had taken part in the Congress election, and bv then votes had defeat- 
ed Dr Pattabhi The statement issued by membeis of the Editorial Board 
of the National Fi ont weekly, an oigan of a section of Leftist opinion, in 
which they spoke of a “dehberate side-tiacking of the whole issue from the 
political to a personal and moral plane” by the resigmng members and by 
Pundit Jawaharlai Nehru — ^this statement offered evidence of the demorah- 
sation that had set m m then ranks In this statement they stressed the need 
for umty, unity on their own terms Saidai Patel and his colleagues were 
also not against umty In the national ranks. But they wanted it on their 
own terms And between these two claims, the pubho were called upon 
to decide on one or the other, which wiU be represented in the leadership 
of the ensuing session of the Congress Sardar Patel and his colleagues 
asked the President to “select a homogeneous Cabinet representing the 
views of the majority” This challenge of theirs exposed the thin ties 
that had held the different groups that for once had combined for a pitched 
battle only, but were not capable of maintaining unity and sustammg a ' 
long war Events at Tripuii about three weeks later proved this, though 
the National Executive of the AU-Indra Congiess Sociahst Party had 
spoken bravely of then share of the business 

“ in vievr of the Party’s share of responsibility in the issue of the 
Presidential Election and of its adherence to democratic pnnciples, it cannot free 
itself from the responsibihty that may be consequent upon the contest except when 
It may have to be answerable for the policies rnth which it may not be m 
agreement ” 

The 22nd of February made manifest to the people that the contest 
for the election of the President of the Tiipuii session of the Congress had 
„ , opened a campaign that would reach its cuhmnation in 

^Ba^-whom dcT* Sittings of the Congiess on the hanks of the Neibnda. 
you want ’ It understood then that the upholders of Gandhian 
leadership wanted “a clear-cut pohcy not based on 
compromise between different incompatible groups” — ^this pohcy to be 
earned on by “a homogeneous Cabinet” to be selected by Gandhiji, whoever 
might be the President In the days immediately following the 
Presidential Election, leadeis of the Eightist gioup had assured the pubhc 
that no “obstacles” would be put in the path of the re-elected President, 
that nothing would he done that would “embaiass” him But before the 
month was out, on the 25th of February, a Madras daily was found to 
explain the new tactics in the following terms 

“ as serious doubts ha\e been raised as to what might be the real attitude 
of the general body of Congressmen, it is essential that the delegates assembled 
in plenary session at Tripuri should have an opportunity of unambio-uously 
declaring whether they have confidence in Gandhiji’s leadership— for, really it 
comes to that— or in Mr Boses If the President will not take the responsibility 
of inviting a straight rote on the question, the members of the old Working 
Committee must take it upon themselves to secure such a verdict This is the 
least they owe to the country ” 
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This quotation indicate that the leaders of the Eightist group had 
decided to offer a new battle at Tnpuii. From then on it as all a call for 
A Deba 1 i gathering of aU the clans And the Indian public 

the ‘•Leftfst ” ^ pitch of excitement and iintation bv 

ranks f^he organisation of the forces and resources of the opposing 

groups It was not an edifjing sight And the genoial 
body of Congress people, the g neral body of Congress minded people, were 
scandalised by the unseemly display of uncharitableness and “seclaiianism” 
to use the word of Pundit Jawabarlal Nehiu, specially as it was in ciidenco 
in defence of the pnnciples and policies for which Gandhiji, the propagator 
of the idea of nonviolence, stood Things were done and things were said 
at Tripuri that showed that the majority of us in In la have gained little 
hy our association with the attempt that Gandbiji has been malxing 
to cleanse by his inner peace the distempers of Indian sociota , these 
showed that we were no better, no worse than the generalitj of men and 
women who, engaged in political competitions, made occasional use of 
high-sounding words about moralities and chanties It is not nccessari nor 
possible to take note of every act done or of every word uttered at Tnpuri 
to gam the impression and convicition that m politics in India, as in other 
countries, there was no room foi charity or sweet reasonableness The 
resolution that was passed at Tiipuri reiterating confidence in the old 
leadership of the Congiess ma'y be looked at from different points of mow 
It may be regarded as the majority of delegates unsay ing in the second 
week of March what they had said at the end of Januara, pioaing once 
more that democracy as it was generally undcistood knew not its own 
mind, was fickle It may be regarded as the majority getting afiaid of the 
responsibility which they had unknowungly voted to take up, realising 
m course of about six weeks or having the realisation driven into them 
that without Gandhiji’s leadership they could not mov c It mav bo that 
the lesolution imposed a duty on Gandhiji without getting his consent 
or approval 


Such a douht was expressed at the meeting of the Subjects Committee 
Did Gandhiji know m course of the debate on the resolution that v as 
ol the Pant moved bv Pandit Govinda Ballav Pant, Premier of the 

resolution’ United Provinces Sn Chakiavaiti Eajagopal vchari, 

Premier of Madias, who seconded the resolution, met this objection in the 
following words 

“Some one had suggested that Gandhiji would not approve of this resolution 
I agree that he does not want this resolution But we want to rcitcrati. ins 
policy and progiamme It is we who want, and do actuallv stand for tiic 
principles and policy for which he stands Wc accept liis leadership It is onl, 
then we who can reallv mterpiet this lesolution " 


This assumption of authority to speak as the authentic voice of the 
Gandhi School of Politics piecipitated a controversy that gained m bitter- 
ness as day s passed The Press inflamed the situat’on 
“No”— Said speculations When the discussion on the reso’u 

Gandhiji Subjects Committee a nev’-s 

appeared that through telephonic commumcation the "pproval of G'>nah p 
had been seemed for it But wo find Gandhiji writing to Sn Suhhas 
Chandra Basu fiom Birla House, Now Dellu, m a letter dated 2nd of April, 
the following 
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‘•TTiien Pandit Pants resolution was produced, I was on mv bed Hathuradas 
who happened to be at Eajkot that day one mornins: brought me the message that 
there was to be a resolution expressing confidence m “the old horses I had not 
the text before me I said it would be good so far as it went for, I had been 
told at Segaon that vour election was not so much confidence m you as censure 
of the old horses especially the Sardar After this I saw the actual text only in 
Allahabad when I went to see the iloulana Saheb ” 

Again from Eajkofe Gandhiji wiote on the lOfeh April on his 
leaction to the Pant resolution 

"Pandit Pant’s resolution I cannot interpret The more I study it, the more 
I dislike It The frameis meant well But it does not answer the present 
difficulty I cannot, will not, impose a Cabinet on you, nor can I guarantee 
approval by the A I C G of your Cabinet, and pohcj ’’ 


The public came to know of these on the 14th of May when the whole 
of the Gandhi-Basn correspondence appeared in the Press Thus for two 


He refuses to im- 
plement resolutioii 


months, m the absence of this knowledge, the mind of the 
- country was kept divided, and GandhijTs name was 
dragged into the controveisy as a partisan The Pant 


resolution was passed by delegates who did not know or did not 


understaiid the imphcations of the issues raised in it , it imposed on 
Gandhi]! a duty which he refused to accept and discharge , the more 
he studied it the more he dishked it, he told the world The ohserver of 


the Indian scene of those days could not think of a greater condemnation 
of the resolution than was imphed m these words 



This contioversy continued for more than three months, and had its end 
in the resignation of Sri Subhas Chandra Basu of his position as President 
of the Congress From a study of all the pubhshed facts 
to ^psycholo'rfiml connected with the matter, we find it difiSculfc to undei- 

°incompalibility stand why it should have cuirmnated m this We have yet 

to know that Sn Subhas Chandia Basu while President 
of the Working Committee ever went bevond the hmits as a member of the 
Committee, ever failed to co-opeiate with his feUow -members The general 
impression rather was that he was lather passive m the affairs of the Com- 
mittee In a statement of Subhas Babu’s issued on the 3rd of March, a 
letter of Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru’s was quoted which supported the im- 
pression Therein Panditji complained that as President Subhas Babu’s 
“attitude was entirely a passive one " To quote further “In fact you 
have functioned moie as a Speaker than as a directing President ” If 
this he the fact that as President of the Working Committee Subhas Babu 
did not meonvemently assert himself or try to impose his ideas and 
ideals, pohcies and programmes, on the other members of the Committee 
or on Gandhiji, that during the year of his office he “passively” gave effect 
to the programme and pohcy of the Committee sanctioned as these were by 
Gandhiji, we fail to imderstand, the pubhc has failed to understand and 
explam to itself why the President-makers of the Indian National Congress 
should have come to the conclusion that the re-election of Sn Subhas 
Chandra Basu was "unnecessary’’, was “harmful to the cause of the coun- 
try”, as Sardar BaUavhhai Patel had phrased the cause of their opposition 
There must have been other causes which had no relation to pnnciples and 
pohcies but could be explained only by reference to psychological incompa- 
tibility As we wnte we have often felt that the controversy would have 
been robbed of bictemess, would not have been as prolonged, if these 
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psychological conflicts had been owned up , public life m India would not 
have been as seared as it has been since the thud week of January, 1939 


We can understand and explain the position of the "Bightists” to Sublias 
Babu only if we go back to the days of the first revolt against Gandlinn 
leadership which was oiganised by Chittaran^an Das, 
^nnd Jn Matilal Nehru and Yithalbhai Patel, and trace therefrom 
“Indian Struggle” the psychological opposition that the organisois of that 
revolt and their snccessois ha\e been entertaining to the 
ideas and practices for which Gandhiji stood Sri Subbas Chandra Basil’s 
book entitled The Indian Struggle, 1920-1984 — published m 1935, gavo full 
and frank expression to the ideological and practical differences that he person- 
ally and m a representative capacity had with Gandbiji The book was 
put under ban by the British bureaucracy which was lifted after the Con- 
gress Ministries had been in office for about a year The Congiess Ministij 
of the United Provinces, we think, took the initiative in influencing the 
withdrawal of this ban, and the book became available in India in the 


latter months of 1938 To the suppoiteis of the Gandhi School ol 
Politics the book could not have been pleasant reading The Ixiok can 
explain the reasons for the “fundamental differences” between the old 
.leadership said to be represented by Sardar Patel and others and the ncv 
that Sri Subhas Chandra Basu was supposed to represent It vas not 
any particular deed done or word uttered during the time that Subbas 
Babu had been President of the Congress Working Committee that could 
explain and justify the stiff attitude of Gandhiji and his followers, near and 
far, maintained m face of the eager and persistent attempts of vSri Subhas 
Chandra Basu to heal up the wounds mutually inflicted during the piesiden- 
tial election controversy The correspondence published m the Press on 
May 14, 1939, after his resignation, bears unmistakable eiidcnco of his 
spirit of accommodation, of his eagerness to propitiate and leconcilc This 
eagerness failed to win confidence, because the book stood in the va\ 

< Subhas Baku’s charges against compromise in the mattei of Fedeiation 
strengthened the prejudice created by the book As Pundit Javabarlal 
Nehru put it 

“In effect these charges might be considered to be made against Gandluji 
himself as he has been the guide and meiitoi of the Working Committee Ihis 
psjchological and personal aspect inevitably oiersbadoned eien politieal issues ” 


We have devoted so such space to this sorrj affair because the contro- 
versy laised by it has disrupted the “united front” of Congiess-mindocl men 
and women in the countri We hai o traced the bacL- 
Gandhi]! e absence ground of the events m some detail so that public disgust 
TrJpOTl with these might be undeistood "’Ae have still the feeling 

that Tripun would not have registered the fall in politic''! 
morality that it did, if Gandhiji bad not undei taken the vonder” journo\ 
to Rajkot called thereto by a light that came not from anj calculation of the 
human understanding He went there because ho could not help going , he 
undertook the journey because, to use bis own words, I am goii g there 
as God IS taking me there ” He felt a call, and he responded to it The 
spirit of the journey was expressed in the words h> am I going, 

whither am I going ? What foi 7 I ha\o thought nothing about these 
things , and if God gmdes me, what should I think, wh , shoula I 
think ?” When Gandhiji started for Rajkot on the 26th rebruarj 
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people treated it as a political mission of limited purpose and consequence, 
concerned vath a small State, mtli a population not more than 75,000, m 
which his father had been Dewan , whose ruler, the father of the present 
Thakore Saheh, had been Gandhi]i’s friend It was felt that it was natural for 
Gandhiji to feel interest in the hfe and work of the people of this State for 
the sake of this old relationship People did not know that Gandhi]i was 
acting under the influence of a mystic power that human understanding could 
not comprehend, and they did not anticipate that developmenrs in this 
State would centre on it the attention of the mvihsed world, that driven 
by a “continuing agony” caused by the unhappy developments in the 
Indian States, particularly in this Indian State, he would be undertakmg 
a fast unto death to recall the son of his fnend to the sanctity of the 
pledged word 

Other ideas and hehefs were mvolved in this question Eajkot, a small 


State m Kathiawar, was to Gtandhi]! a symbol of the more than sis hundred 
States m India, of the “Indian India”, of the wavs of hfe 
thought that were or ought to be unaffected by ahen 
PobbciEns habits These carry in them histone memones, maintam 
traditions that recall the times beyond memory, remmiscent 
of India, free and great These States are hke islands m the bosom of- 
British India which is mcreasingly being remade m the pattern of the 
"West As lemnants of that India the older generation of pohticians had a 
love for these, and m Indo-Bnhsh pohtical activities made it a cardinal 
principle of their pohey to non-interfere themselves m the mtemal affairs of 
States, to oppose and protest against the interference of the representatives 
of che “external authonty” with their mtemal admmistration Instances of 
such mterference during the last seventy years — Baroda, Kashmir, Bhopal, 
Nabha, to name only a few — called forth protest and condemnation from 
the politicians and pubhcists of British India 


Since those days the rulers of these States have been made into new . 
men through the Ea] Kumar Colleges under British teachers and mstruct- 


Neir 

Generation 
o! Princes 


ors , their Indian-ness is being chiselled out of them , and 
many of them, hke their contemporaries in British 
India, feel and And themselves more at home m 


London and Pans than m Simla and Delhi In their 


intellectual interests, in their pleasures and luxuries, they imitate 
the foreigner, and spend on these the revenues of their States more 
out of their States than mside the countiy The educated Indian, whether 
prmce or commoner, has thus developed certain common charactenstics that 
are not racy of the soil , he can be said from certain pomts of view to be en- 
riching bv the habits of his life and thought foreign countries and foreign peo- 
ples With the growth and mtensification of national feahng m the country 
this criticism has emerged more prommently mto view , the democratic ideal 
seeking fulfilment in every-day habits of hfe, m social and economic institu- 
tions, has thiown into bolder rehef the disparity between the hfe of the classes 


and the masses These disparities cannot be accepted to-dav as in the natural 
order of things , world developments challenge the reason and equitv of their 
existence India, one of the ancients of the world, cannot expect, will not 


be allowed to expect, that the spirit of the times will leave her xmtouched 
This spirit has the pecuhar quahty of mvading even the household of 
the prince, mvadmg the innermost sanctuary of the mmd of the prmce and 
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making him uncomfortable m the midst of his cushioned hfe of ■vrc'^lth and 
luxury In the old social sj'^stem this disparity between the life of the c! isscs 
and the masses was accepted as one of the fruits of Laima, of Aisnn', 
of fate, men and women were taught to reconcile themsohes to it as n 
decree of Providence which was for the good, the ultimate good, the spm- 
tual good of all The religious systems of the world buttressed this tcacliing 
But the modern man and woman have been presented with anotbei riorr, 
another world view, another view of the scheme of things Tlio> bar e been 
invited to repudiate the old scheme, to take it up entire and brcal^ it into pieces 
and with the remnants thereof build a new world of equal oppo’tunitics and 
equal satisfactions, of the equal reahsation of the promises of the human poi 
sonality In the rank of these rebels, believers and agnostics are to be found, 
behevers and agnostics have been increasingly realising that man has not 
been able to make a success of the opportunities that Nature and Nature's 
God have placed in then hands And to the question — "What man has 
made of man ’’ ? they find it difficult to give a satisfactory reply 


Face to Face 
with new 
set ol people 


It IS in the back-ground of these ideas, of these changes, mental and 
and social, brought about by Bntish methods of administiation and 
enlightenment, of vast economic developm'^nts, that tlio 
uprising of the mass mind in the Indian States Ins to he 
studied and undeislood It is part of the lirgcr 
awakening in India, in the world The ruleis of the 
Indian States, the majority of them, have not been able to bung the 
"human touch” to the removal of the dissatisfactions of then people, the 
human approach that is supposed to be one of the characteristics, one of 
the virtues of feudalism, of autocracy Then modern education lias 
created a gulf between them and their people, and the masses of the people 
do not find in them the representative characters of their ideals, ideas 
and practices Added to this was the break-down of the old economic 
arrangements that has very often thrown them into alien surroundings and 
relations, and forced them to seek and find occupations unrelated to 
traditional hfe It is due to dissatisfactions created by these impersonal forces 
that we find the people of the States as far apart as Trarancoio, Hvdeiabad, 
Dhenkanal, Talcher, Eanpur, to name only a few, seething with agitations, 
and masses of men and women prepared to suffei imprisonment for the 
assertion of their new sense of rights In the last three States named abo\ c 
the people were found to have left their paternal homes and taken 
shelter in British Orissa About 25,000 people from Talcher lived in 
improvised huts in British Orissa for more than fiio months The 

Mushms from Jaipur resorted to Htp at, to a hfe of exile m the cit\ of 

Delhi, owing to differences with the State Happenings in these States 

disturbed the peace of mind of the rulers and the lulod not onh in the 
indnidual States but outside in Biitish India Eepresentatn os of the 
British bureaucracy m India were pressing on the attention of Indi-’n 
Princes that they'’ should take note of the time spirit, that tliea v lio had 
been born to positions of comparatno priiilcgo and adiantage a cie 
required to give a great deal in leturn, that their dut\ was "to ensure the 
well-being and comfort of their subjects first, last and at all time® ' 
These wise words are quoted fiom a speech by Sir Henry Cmk, 

to the students of the Chiefs 


the Governor of the Punjab, spoken 
College at Lahore Gandhiji through 


his writings in the JJarijaa 
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Tvas also poimng his anguished feelings for the rulers and the ruled, 
for the prince and the commoner, for them to reform and rectify 
In one of the issues of this weekly appearing in the beginning of 
April, 1939, he gave one of the reasons that had led him to undertake the 
fast at Eajkot, begun on March 3 and happily ended on the 7th 

“Geosyapbically, Kajkot is a tiny spot on the map of India, but the disturbance 
■which I felt called upon to deal -with -was symptomatic of a universal malady My 
endeavour in Kajkot was meant to nip the evil in the bud ” 


The Eajkot fast was undertaken by Gandhiji, as we have said, to 
recall His !&ghness the Thakore Saheb of the State, Dharmendia Singh, 
to honour the sanctity of the pledged word, to honour 
Saheb'^s sanctities of the relation that subsisted between 

NobficaUon ruleis and the ruled The histoiy of this affair 

began like this ^ The subjects of the State had started 
a SatyagraJia movement for the removal of certain grievances, for the 
assertion of certam rights, the rights of responsible citizenship They 
had the support of Gandhiji in this fight, and they had the advantage 
of having Sardar Ballavbhai Patel as their guide and philosopher The 
mtensity of the movement appear to have induced the Thakore Saheb 
to recognise the justice of their claims, and he called upon Sardar BaUavbbai 
Patel to help him in solving the problem In a Eajkot Durbar Notification 
No 60, dated December the 26th, 1938, he declared his wiU and wish 
that he had decided to appoint a Committee of ten members to draw up 
a scheme of reforms, admimstrative and constitutional These ten 
gentlemen were to be subjects or servants of the Eajkot State, three of 
whom will be State Officers, and the others subjects of the State , the 
President of the Committee was to be appointed by the ruler The draft 
of the Notification agreed to between the Thakore Saheb and the members 
of his Council on one side and Saidar BaUavbhai Patel on the other had 
a paragraph which did not a^ppear in the Official Gazette The follo'wing 
was the paragraph confirmed in a private lettei by the Thakore Saheb 

“It IS agreed that seven members of the Committee mentioned in clause 2 of 
the State announcement of to-day’s date are to be recommended by Sardar Ballav- 
bhai Patel, and they are to be nommated by us ’ 


The onussion of this paragraph from the Gazette was explained thus — 
that the mention of Sardar Patel in the Notification might be nusunderstood 
by the other lulers — a point of view which Sardarji was 
Its i^erprelahon said to have “appreciated” On the Ath January, 1939, 
Maurice Gwyer Sardar Ballavbhai sent the names of the seven gentlemen 
A reply to this came on the 12th January mtimating that 
the Thakore Saheb accepted the names of four gentlemen, rejected two as 
not being subjects of the State, criticised one as unhkely to woik usefully 
with independent opinion in a Committee of the kind contemplated , it was 
also said that the Mushms should have two representatives and the BhayaU 
one on this Committee of ten The Bhayats are a class of Eamindars oi 
feudatories in Eajkot Sardar BaUavbhai in a letter dated 15th January with- 
drew the nr me of one person because there was a doubt whether or not he 
was a subject of the State, but he refused to go any further On the 21st Janu- 
ary the “Eajkot Gazette” announced the Committee which differed in certain 
of the names lecommended by the Saidar , a commumque on behalf of the 
Thakore Saheb seemed to suggest that he had agreed on the 26th December, 
1938, “to consider any recommendations which Mr Patel might -wish to 
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make” This started a controversy which, as a result of Ganclhiji’s fast, 
was referred to the Chief Justice of the Federal Court of India, Sir Maurice 
Gwyer, for interpretation of the draft and Notification of the Rajkot Durbar 
dated the 26th December, 1938 Sir Maurice declared his Aavard on the 
3rd of April which found that 

“ the true construction of each document is that the Tliakore Palicb under- 
takes to appoint the persons ivhom Mi Vallaybhai Patel may recommend nnd 
that he does not reserve to himself any discretion to reject those uhom he docs not 
approve He is no doubt entitled to ciilicise the recommendations and to nrec 
reasons for reconsidering them , but Mr Vallavbhai is to haie the last nord ’ 


Sir Maurice quoted the relevant portion of the draft which spoke of “a 
Committee of ten gentlemen who should be subjects or sciv.ants of our State, 
jjjfiej {, seven of whom would be recommended by Mr Baliiabhai 

*minonty^ Patel and they are to be nominated by us” , and from a 

tactics comparison with the words in the prn ate letter of Dcconi- 

bei 26, 1938, quoted above, ho found tliat tlicio a ns “no 
evidence that the teims of the lettei w’ore intended to coniej a diiTorcnt 
meaning from that evpiessed in the diaft Notification ’ This Awaid 
appeared to have oi ought to have settled the contioacisv But it did not 
Because the Thakoia Saheb had found himself compelled to accept '^n 
arrangement foi which “he had pcihaps no groat cnthusiasin, ’ to quote Sir 
Maurice Gwyor's woids, he and his advisois sliowcd no eagerness to 
implement the Gwyei Awaid The Muslims, the Biiayah ami the 
“depressed” classes m the State came forwaid now to claim then icpiescnt 
ation m the Committee As the Thakorc Saheb lofuscd to agico to an incieaso 
m the number of the membership of the Committee oi to dccicaso tiic num- 
ber of his own nominees, the now claims foi representation could onh coma 
from the nominees of Sardar Ballaabhai Patel acting on 1 chalf of the 
Piaja Paaishad Mi Mahomed Ah Jmnah put in his spoke , the Bhaynt 
Association did theirs , Di Ambedkai was reported to have been mailed 
by the Thakore Saheb himself to put m claims on behalf of the “depressed" 
classes of the State 


Faced by the “tortuous politics of Kafchiawai", Gandhiji in a statement 
issued on the 24:th of Apiil oavnod defeat He gaa e therein the story of his 
failure He desciibed how ho had ofTtted to the Resident 
^ forego the light of nomination of membois of the Re 
Gwyor^Aii^d forms Committeo , how ho had suggested that tlio 
Thakoio Saheb should nominate the a\ liolo Coniraitteo to 
report m toims of the Notification of Deccmhei 26 last , that the wport 
of tho Committee should be shoavn to the Piaja Paiisad a Inch could siiimut 
its ciifcicism and note of dissent both of which to be sent to tho Chief 
Justice of the Federal Gouib of India foi his decision The Tliikore S^lich, 
howevei, turned doavn the suggestion In this statement Ganaluji opened 
out his heart , ho lob tho world Imow wha be felt impelled to forego 
the light given by theGavver Award , he felt that he had faded to conicn, 
the Thakore Saheb and his chief adatsei Saidar Sri %iraa.rh v ho 
smarted under tho feeling that tlie pressuio of tho cxtoinal '>uthorita ', o 
the Paramount Poaver, bad been e\eited on them , that Gandhiji had h'cn 
tho chief mstiument foi securing this pressure , thit thoa had to amid to 
this pressure The working of then minds was reaeaied m a convei‘='’'' on 
With Saidar Sii Viiawala which is quoted below m Gandh’ji s oavn avords 
B 
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“ When an opportunity came to me I tiied to assure Darbar Sn Virawala 
that I took no delight m invoking the assistau'^e of the Paramount Poiver Apart 
from ah’tnsa, ray connection with Raikot should impose this restraint on me I 
assured him that my spontaneous offer to 5Ir Gibson was an effort in that direct- 
ion He immediately retorted 'But, if jou are not satisfied uith his (Thakore 
Saheb’s) Committee’s report, you claim the right to scrutinise it , you want to 
have the report and the note ot dissent scrutinised b\ the Hon’ble the Chief 
Justice of India Do you call this ‘‘removing the feeling of pxessure Why 
not trust his Highness and his Adviser through and through ? You may not get^ 
all you want, but whatever you get will be charged with his good mil and will 
cairy the promise of full delivery ” 

Thesa angry words of the chief adviser of the Thakore Saheh of Eajkot 
appeared to have led Gandhi]i to search into his oivn basis of ahimsa 
And by his statement, by deciding to forego the advant- 
^^Wmkers to°*^ Gwyeir Award, he showed that he was in 

make peace sealch of a new technique of political warfare which would 
he tiue to his "faith In the essential goodness of human 
nature,” This seemed to suggest that Gandluji was coming to feel that 
anv sort pf external pressure, whether of mass action oi of Governmental 
action, did not create conditions fbi the genuine conveision that was the soul 
of aU real reforms, individual or social Eajkot has “been to me a price- 
less laboiatoiy”, declared Gandhqi in his statement, wherein he had found 
the inadequacy of his own espeiiment with ahimsa as an instrument of 
pohtical action, for the assertion of individual and social rights, for the re- 
moval of injustices in individual and social lelations, for the enthronement 
of individual and social selt-iespect We cannot say that this confession 
of failure on Gandhiji’s part was rahshed by many of his fellow-workers 
and followeis, that his refusal to press home the advantages gamed by the 
Gwyer Award was to the hking of many of them Pew weie found who 
appreciated his advice to his co-workers in Eajkot, expressed m the 
following words 

‘‘I have asked the workers to confer with Darbar Bn Virawala, to forget me 
and Sardar Patel If they get enough to satisfy then least wants they may accept 
the offer without refeience to either of us ” 

Thus did end the Eajkot episode which had threatened a major political 
crisis m India To an observer Eajkot lepiesented within a small area all 
the disumties that disiupted joint work m the whole of 

"Sectional continental country It brought to view for all the 

interests woild to see all the separatist tendencies and httle 
conceits that are piepaied to put stumbhng blocks m 
the path of piogiess, in the waj of an endeavour to secme the common 
good When the Satijaqi aha fight in Eajkot was on, which had impelled 
even Siimati Kastuibhai Gandhi to thiow heisclf into its file, the public 
did not hear that the Mushms of Eajkot, the Bhagats of Eajkot, the 
"depiessed” classes of Eajkot as a commumty or as a class had come 
forward to suffer or to sacrifice foi the common cause of responsible Govern- 
ment in the State When the fight was called off, on the 26th December, 
1938 on a show of yielding by the ruler and the luhng classes of the State, 
representatives of this commumty oi that class came forward to claim 
a share m the membeiship of the Eefoims Committee that was to frame 
a scheme of admimstiative and constitutional reforms for Eajkot They 
could not or did not piomise team work with the icpiesentatives of the 
Piaja Panshad, the orgamsation that had orgamsed the agitation for 



'etoims 'i'tie result ot the tactics adopted by the minorities 
id the -work sought to he done hy the Eefoims Committro 
lid not fulfil even the limited purposes which the mlno^t^ chiins 
resented The Thakore Saheb and his advisers were relieved 
•essure of public opinion in their own State, of the laigei all India 
which had lined up behind that of Ba]kot and had helped to cnh‘’t 
) of the representatives of the Paramount Power on the suic 
n and reconstruction in the State 

this IS no now phenomenon in India , the littlenesses shown at 
s seen spread over the w'hole of India It has been liaUing 
every forw ard mov'e m the reform of the State in India 
^ ■ To this spint, to this spiiit of fear or )ealousj or ambition, 

enon "we trace the intensification of communal conflicts and 

competitions in the countrv, the malignant giowth of 
i that interprets every action of Hindu or Muslim as diici-ted 
the particularistic interests of the other commumtv or cla^s 
d, as directed towards securing unfair advantages under the acimmi 
system, towards capturing the power of the State witli a *v luw to 
tte the power and influence ot one or of the otlur community In 
e volumes of the Indian Annual Hegi'ttci since 1936, a consi'^ 
mpt has been made and maintained to understand and ovpbm the 
the minds behind the controversies that divide the two major 
ities m India, that stand in the way of their co operating v.illi ono 
that have raised and propped up fissipaious tendencies in the hearts 
communities "We have traced how under pressure of Biitish 
of administration and enlightenment, undei the thicat of a cuRui >1 
on, the mind of the Hindu community has tiled to reform and 
ret itself, and has been able to endow itself with social and political 
ms that appear to protect then particular interests and to advance 
ihitions for then country and community, The eailv rcfoimcrs in 
nunity under the influence of mid-19th centurv rationalism and 
n in then attempts at reform and reconstruction did not think of 
n particular communal interests , what they preached and piacti'^cd 
radcasted for the commonalty" of the land vwthout regard for caste 
or community , perhaps in disregard of the traditions of the 
of their birth Wo have also seen how contempoiarv v ith thr, 
rg there was a great stining in the waters of Muslim life m Incii'> 
ry the Wahhabi movement Tlie Hindu movement, because it drew 
ef its inspirations from the West, from non Indian sources and 
les, could not or did not develop that narrowness of vi'^ion flat 
.ised the awakening among the Muslim commumtv in Im la 
its inspiration from exclusively Muslim e'^peiiences and ^ourcc': 
ituro which was the minor of the social mind vc find this 

reformers among Indian Muslims, one of the pioneers amorg 
as Sir Savyrd Ahmed Khan, did from the fust put cmj has.s oi 
the separateness of Muslim intensts m the coiin'iv, 
on the unique character of Muslim cultuie in Hindi <=- 
[,"on than, both of which — material and cultural intcrc"''— 

could not be reconciled or harmonised in =ciKinc 
s which was neither Hindu, nor Muslim, nor Christian, bet 
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was the synthesis of them all The inahihty of the Mushm commu- 
mty to evolve a sj-nthetic vievr, a modem outlook which thought 
less of ciedal diffeiences and moie of commumty feehng diawing its sus- 
tenance horn living as neighbours— to this inabihty we tiace the 
growth of sepaiatist conceits and inteiests among Indian Mushms 
We know that not all Muslim thought-leadeis and public men, poets, 
philosophers, pubhcists and pohtieal leaders did or do ^neld to 
this feehng Even to-day when the Hindu and Muslim m India 
appear to be standing in iival camps, to he socially ignoiant of one 
another and pohticaUy opponents of one anobhei, theie is the 
Jamiat-ul Ulema, the oiganisation of Mushm divines, the Ma]hs-i- 
Ahrai, an oigamsation of Nationahst Mushms, the majoiity of Shia 
pubhc men, the All-India Momin Conference ' lepiesenting the socially 
and economically “depressed” olasses among Indian Mushms, the 
Servant of God — Khudai Khttmadga ) — ^Movement founded by 

Khan Abdul Gaffui Khan in the N W E Piovmce — aU these 
orgamsations have been co-opeiating with the Indian National 
Oongiess in the struggle for Sicaiaj, the* rule of India by Indians, 
foi Indians But it would nob be honest to say that these oiganisa- 
tions did lepiesent to-day the dominant feehngs and ideas of the Indian 
Muslim community We have to lecogmse that foi leasons known 
and nnknovna these oiganisations have not been able to educate 
then commumty into those ideas of modem citizenship which aie 
flee from credal conceits The pohcy of the Government may be 
paitly responsible for it But the mam lesponsibihty must be shared 
by and between us, Hindus and Mushms of India, whose tiaditions 
have not been able to build up a coherent national hfe 

It IS nob possible in these pages to tiace a full and complete 
history of this development Nor is the present wiitei competent to 
do justice to this stupendous woik of wilting a histoiy 
^the^ reata those ideas which “possess” the majority of the 

tlie irrational Mushm community and lead them to speak and act 
as if they were “a separate nation” in India A 
German thinker, an exile from Nazi oppression, Professor Hermann 
Kantorowicz, in speaking of “the possessi%e power of ideas” said 
"Men possess thoughts but ideas possess them ” This was elaborated 
m the following words by an American professor, Max Leiner of the 
Wilhams College 

“Let Ufa say that we are dealing with the whole realm of what, for lack of a 
better term, we shall call ideas, the whole intellectual realm One phase of it is 
the rational , and here men are in possession of the ideas, using them to clarifj’- 

their woild and subject it to oidei The other is the irrational, and heie the 

ideas— big sweeping ideas like racism, individualism, Nazism, communism, demo- 
cracy-are in possession of men ” 

Though communahsm does not find a place by name in the above 
quotation, we have no doubt that it is, as we have it in India today, an 
eruption from the realm of the inational into the 
'^s.king hfe of the men and women of India To subject 
Western World to criticism and to analysis, to chart this unknown 

region in search of the tiuth in it and to extract its 

imphcations is the duty of the Indian puhhc man and publicist The 

ideologies leferred to by Max Lernei and quoted above, the systems of 
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thought and belief that energise our thoughts, maho them cohosno, and 
give them a fighting strength— these are the driving forces of the lerolution 
that confronts us today m the 20th centurj Histoiians of Die ■\^e‘;t 
who have philosophically looked at developments during the centuries since 
the Eefoimation in the Western woild ha\e told us that the disco%cr% 
of the scientific method and its possibilities constituted the icrolulion 
in the 17th century , that tlie voyage over the realm of reason 
and the subjection of social institutions to the test of rationalitr 
constituted the core of the vast change that o\ei-took the 18th ccntiiiv , 
that the discovery of the world as made up of changes lathei than is 
an immutable structure, with ascertainable laws of development botli 
in the biological region (Darwinism) and in the regions of histoij and 
sociology (Maijjsm) constituted the intellectual revolution of the 19(h 
century , and that the 20th century is «confionted with eruptions from Iho 
realm of the irrational The 20th century men and wmmen are thus required 
to recognise the role of the matronal in human affairs, to take it hv 
the fore-lock and subject it to the guidance of reason, to utilise tlio 
insights we get into the core *of human nature for the enrichment of 
human life, for the realisation of its possibilities Looked at horn this 
point of view, communalisra as we have it today in India, roquiicS 
criticism and analysis 

In vol I of the Indian Annual Begi^iei (1938) wo did make 
an attempt to understand and explain tho genesis and giowth of 
communalism among Hindus, in com so of which we 
Bindu^n “lua im traced the history of tho National Movement m India 

Analysed kind of the contribution made by tho Hindus to the 
political awakening of the countrj Ho conceded the 
justice of the ciiticism that the Hindus could afiord to be Kss comimin il 
because of the inner assurance that they were the nnjoutv m India, 
recognising at the same time that Muslim communahsm Ins helped 
to make conscious what was hid in tho subconscious region of fiio 
Hindu mind We also said that the neaier appioaeh of demociatic 
goveinmenb in India has roused fears and ambitions m the mind of the 
politically dominant section among Indian Muslims And as it is a 
popular interpretation of social psychology today that Instorv is 
photograph of social consciousness, that histoij is a lecord of ideas 
that are but expressions of broad social and class forces, tint hisfoiv 
IS a record of “the succession of defensive and aggiessivo movementb 
directed towards class and group interests and power relitions’, Indian 
publicists have it laid upon them that they should try to lay bare the 
social impulsions which push forward individual thinkers and leaders 
among Hindus and Muslims to stand forth as tho prophets of Ihcir 
particular communities, as the oigan voices of their feelings and 
aspirations, as the defenders of their particulaiistic mteiests In 
previous volumes wo have tried to do so But we are enabled to 
understand better the soul of the differences that div lie the Iln du and 
tho Muslim in India today as it was revealed in n speech deliverc-d 
by tho President of tho Literary Section of tho Bengalee Mu<-hm 
Literary Conference Mr Wazed Ah is a hamster . at present " 
Presidency Magistrate m Calcutta In this speech he took us through 
a discussion of tho many personal and impersonal forces lb''! hrve 
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played tLeir part in releasing the conscience of the many castes and 
commnmties that inhabit the country from the piison house of un- 
understood customs, from an existence that ivas satisfied with dreams 
of past glory Naturally enough he criticised the way of hfe of the 
Mushm commumty the majonty of whom were foUomng the beaten 
tiack ohhvious of the changes in world affaus, in Indian afi’airs He 
indicated that the comparative backwardness of the Indian Mushms 
was their failure to adapt themselves to modem conditions of hfe and 
thought in India introduced and created by British methods of adminis- 
tration and enlightenment The new “chmate of opimon’’, of practice, 
found the Indian Mushm community unresponsive to the time spirit 
when the Hindus drew from it strength and inspiration To this failure 
to respond to the new atmosphere on the part of his commumty, Mr 
Wazed All traced their backwardness , it was not due to any inherent 
defect m their mental and moral make-up And in explaining the cause 
or causes of this failure, he 'uttered words that throw a flood of hght on 
the working of the social and class foices that constitutes the core of the 
communal problem in India This problem is not confined to the clash 
between Hindu and Mushm only , the Shia and the Sunm sects amongst 
Mushms, the Momm and “Shareef” classes amongst Mushms, the r arim 
and aiaina amongst Hindus — the econormcaUy donnnant and the 
ecopomically "depressed” amongst Hindus — aU these class and sectarian 
coiiflicts constitute the real problem in India, the pioblem of a social 
break-down 


But what Mr "Wazed Ah has said is important in view of the hght 
it thiows on the working of the Mushm mind, of a section of it, in 


Tvo representa- 
tive literary 


India In illustrating the awakemng amongst Hindus, 
and contrasting this with the dimmer hght m Ms own 


men — one Hindu 
one Muslim 


commumty, he put forward the hfe and work of two 
contemporary hterary men, one a Hindu — Bankim Chandra 


Chattopadh-s aya, the other a Mushm — Abdul Hahm Sanar, the Urdu 
novehst They were contemporaries who did the best part of their 
woik in the last quarter of the 19th century. “As a cieatoi of beauty. 


rs a creative genius Abdul Habm Sarrar was in no way mfenor to 


Bankim Cbandra Cbattopadhyaya ” The former showed in his writings 


an openness of mind, a umversabsm that the latter lacked But it is 
nndemable that Bankim Cbandra wields a deeper and wider influence 
over the hfe and thought of Indra The reason for this was that the 
Bengalee hterary man introduced into Bengalee hteiatuie the fiery 
spurt of patriotism, “borrowing” it from Engbsb hteiatnra This 
patriotism is the dnr mg force of modem hfe , service to, and sacrifice of 
self at, the altar of the country is the ideal of conduct to the modem 
men and women Abdul Halim Sanar, equally gifted, equally sensitive 
to the intuitions of bis time, could not be the fountain-bead of this 
inspiration, the harbinger of this needed awakening, tbe law-giver of 
this ideal This mabihty was not due to any defect m bis mental and 
spiritual endowments it was due to his suiToundings, to the “chmate 
of opimon” in which he hved, the air which he breathed Abdul 
Hahm was a resident of the IJmted Provinces, then known as the 
North-ISest Piovince He hved his hfe and did his work in an area 
where the Hmdns were about 90 per cent of the population , the Mushms, 
Abdul Hahm’s brothers m faith, were 10 per cent only~- 
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“The Muehmsby accepting the ideal of patriotism ivoiild but liclp in ilcluenn 
the icins of administntive poiier into the hands of the Hindus 'Ihcrcfore ^lIru 
could not use his pen in populaiising the ideal of patrioti-^m IhU Bankim Cliindi i 
could do it, because he lived and thought and vvoikcd in iii area in the then I’li i 
dency of Bengal constituted of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa where the llimli s 
Bankim Chandia’s co religionsists were about 70 per cent of the popiihtion 'llic 
ideil-end of his pa'^notism was the establishment of Hindu suiucmi \ A-- i 

Binceic Hindu Bankim Ohandia could accept this idcil and phcc at its sen mo the 
Bupeib poweis of his intelleet and the devotion of his soul Therefore could be 
dedicate his pen to vviilo “Anaiida Mutt”, “Sitaram”, “Devi Cho vdhuiani”, to 
write the song of Bande Mataram ” 


Mr Wazod All’s intorpiotafcion of tins episode in modern Indii’s 
lileiaiy history is tine to the now popuKi thooiy vvliicli said tint 
histoiy in its real sense is a rccoid of the “succession 
lVdm*° of defensive and aggiessivo mo/ements directed tow irds 

and Patriotism class and gioup mtciests and power lelations ’ Tlioiu 

fore he declaicd that in dealing with the topic of patriot 
isra the Muslim literal y men* in India have had to taco an inner 


conflict , to use his own woids, they ever walk into a blind illev Pitnot- 
ism IS the religion of the modern man and woman , but the literal v 


men among Indian Muslims cannot follow this living inspiiation Hu 
cannot do so, because ho feels that it conflicts with the matciial 


interests of his community , they cannot endang r those hv pleaching 
the cult of patiiotism The result has been that m the absence of i 
living and vital ideal and purpose the litoiaiy creations of tiicir-, 
are characteiised by a narrowness, by a backward looking vision , 
and owing to this handicap thou literary cieations have not been 

able to use above communalism , these have not made •’nv appeal to 

non-Muslims, to modern-minded Muslims As an instance of this failure 
Hall’s “Musaddes” can be cited Men of vision and insight m tbr 

Muslim community of India were awaie of this handicap The inspii i- 

tion of the poetry of the great poet, Muhammad Iqbal, came fiom this 
feeling of failure and frustration And he strove with all his might to 
pull up Muslim thought and life in India from this rut Ho felt that 
a wider and broader appeal, wider than the sect and broader than the 
countrvq would serve as a dynamo Thciefoie did he piesent the pan 
Islamist ideal, fust placed before modern Islamic peoples hv Jcmaludmn 
Afghani, as a cement of a new univeisahsm, as a ralhing civ fora nevv 
Islam, as the huiden of his song This Pan-Islamism cut thiough the’ 
rings laised by sect and country^ and lacc, made a Muslim in China a 
biothei of the Muslim m Morocco In his A'^rai -i-Khudi — Scact'^ oj 


Self— he sang 


“ ’Tis folly to take pride in nee, 

Eacc pervades the body which is nioilal , ,, , « 

Why to scaieh for the essence of conimunitv in the lind of birth i 
Why to worship the clcmcnls of air, water and earth 

But the same man sang also 

“Yiinnn-o Misia-o-Boma sab nut gave jalnn sc, 

Baki nin„ai bar ab bin Hiudostan Haniara” 

“Greece, Egypt and Borne have faded away from the world 
But still lives my Hindostan ’ 
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This couplet: laid bare the struggle in tbe heart of this poet of 
Mushm renaissance in India, the straggle between the claims of 
country and rehgion Even a nodding acquaintance 
4e Muslim'^ Iqbal’s poetry, of the message of his hfe’s 

nund staving, reveal to us the struggle that went mside 

the Muslim poet who in the later years of his hfe 
blossomed forth as the poet of Mushm separatism m India We can, 
therefore, appreciate the criticism of Mr Wazed Ah that the 
attempt of this singer of “flammg songs to the assemblv” of Islam 
did not succeed as it was hoped It faded because it came into 
clash with the reahties of modem life To Mushms Islam as a 
religion is the centre of commumty hfe , Mushms hving in different 
eountiies aie biothers in faith These are self-evident truths But as 
ideals in State-hfe, the Khilafat and Pan-Islamism are out of date 
as siTnbols of State organisation to-day 

‘'In these ideals we do not find and feel the stirring of life. In the independent 
Mi’slim countries the ideals of commumty life-that Nationalism stands for have 
been accepted to-day If ive hug to our bosom an ideal that was valid in the past 
but IS almost hfeless to-day, we will fail m our literary life, in our State hfe'’ 


This IS the ciuel test that the Muslim commumty in India must 
pass through, said Mr Wazed Ah Further analvsing the cruelty of 


Bengalee 
Kabonalism" as 
a remedy 


the choice he said that it is not possible, it is diffi- 
cult, foi Mushms in India to accept and to work 
for the idea and ideal of an all-India Nationahsm — 
the idea and the ideal of an India, one, whole and 


indivisible That would mean for Indian Muslims the acceptance of 


the superiority of the majoiity commumty m India, of the Hindns 
But, under present circumstances, no Mushm m India can heartily 
accept such an idea and ideal, hearbly welcome the possibility of 
then success At the same time they cannot contemplate the present 
state of political dependence as a permanent arrangement What was 
the way out ’ As a Bengalee Mushm, speaking to a Bengalee 
Muslim audience, Mr Wazed Ah presented to them the ideal of 
developmg the paihculansm, the umqueness of hfe m Bengal, distinct 
and pecuhar As an ideel of State orgamsation the people of Bengal 
will not separate themselves from India or anv federation in India But 


‘•Qur nm will be not an All-Inoii Nationalism but a Bengalee Natiombsm 
pqual with others m the free federanoa of States m India }ust as "within the Bntish 
Commonwealth of Nations there are enthroned the Canadian, Australnn and the 
Insh Nationalisms For ns (Bengalee Muslims) this ideal is the wav, the onlj 
wav, to our ultimate good With this ideal there is no possibility of conflict ih 
our communal interests in our religious and cultural interests The same can be said 
of Bengalee Hindus who are almbst equal in number to Bengalee Mushms In 
number the Muslims are a majonty, a small majontj, but in prestige and influence 
the Hindus are dominant Therefore both the commimities can heartilj accept this 
ideal and deiote their energies to the service of their common motherland 


We have noticed Mr Wazed Ah’s speech in some detail because 
we thmk that it represents the movement of thought in a section of 


The dllhcnl- 
ties in its 
way 


the ednc-ated Muslim commumty , because it repiesents 
an attempt to buUd up a bndge of recoucihation between 
two schools of thought m India that appear to be 
divided on strictly communal hnes _ He appears to suggest 


that the concept of pataotism and nationahsm accepted to-day m the world. 
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m India, is easy for the Hindu to understand and accept, bec''uso ho 
belongs to the majority communitj m this country, and as far as human 
imagination could look forward to, the Hindu nil! remain so The Indian Mus- 
lim cannot accept and work for this ideal , it is not in human nature to do =o 
Therefore he suggested as the ideal for the Bengalee Muslim i hat ma> 
he called Linguistic Nationalism, a new cement of human relations the 
tie and the bond of language that bind the Bengalee Hindu and tlio 
Bengalee Muslim He did not appear to have any interest in the 
All- India N >tionalism that claims the allegiance of the majoiity of the 
modern-educated men and women of India Because he did not helimo 
and he gave expression to this scepticism in the speech undei ro\ lew tint 
India was ever one and whole, politically and odmimstratnelj Even 
during the hey-day of Muslim rule in India, eitlier duiing the period 
when Pathan or Moghul emperois ruled at Delhi, theio ms no cciitml 
administration in the country that could claim the allegiance of the \ hole 
countrs’-, or which was accepted by the manj kingdoms and princip''litif's in 
the country The less than two hundred years of centialiscd lulo inipascd 
by British administiatois over India has not been aide to cieato that one- 
ness of spiiit that is the motive powei of nationalism But Mr \\' i/ed Ah s 
id’al has its difficulties in the way' as the histoiy of the list tvo 

and half years has indicated so pointedlv The integiit\ of 

the language which we know to day as Bengalee is not accepted by ^ 
poweiful section of the educated Muslims , they resent the Hindu ideas uid 
imageries that aie abundant in that language to-dav, and it is no 

longei possible to ignoie the fact that an oiganised attempt is being 

made by them to de-Hinduiso, oi to put it in another vaa , to Islnrniso 
the language of Bengal Hero is a conflict vbich Mi ^Ya7cd Ah did 
not make any attempt to reconcile In c\eiy proMneo and area the 
Hindu and the Mushm have been wrangling oier this question of 
language, of script, endangering the ideal which has been placed 
before the country as a sohent of the conflicts and competitions th'^t 
divide India today Except in Bengal, in the Punjab, in the Northwest 
Frontier Piovince, in Sind where the Muslims aio the majoiita popiil”- 
tion and are sura of their position, the Muslims will bo the fiist to 
lofuse to accept tins ideal of Linguistic Nationalism Among political 
idealists in the Muslim community, there aie otbei ideas and "mbi- 
tions which Mi Wazed Ah has taken no notice of ‘'A'o have m 
previous volumes dealt with ceitam of these — the Pakistan Movement, 
the Federation of Cultuies sketched hy^ Abdul Lateof which 

was to consist of ‘Hindu Zones” and “Muslim Zones’, lequirmg 
vast tiansfeis of population fiom one icgion of the countr% to 
auothei 

The Islamic Culture of Hyderabad (Dcccan), a QuaJerh Journal 
Communal Division published undei the auspices of the tbouglit leaders of 

of India the Nizam State beaded by Su Akbai 11% dan, in Us 

'Cultuial Activities” Section in a recent issue speal s of se%cn schemes 
outlined by Muslim thinkers and public men These aie : 

Sir Sikandcr Havat’s Scheme the Pakistan Plan, the Qinnqiicrartitc Scheme 
of the Naivab of JIamot, the Pakistan Caliphate, Dr Lafifl s Cultural rutnre of 
of India, the Scheme of Muslim 1 cdc-ation and the Las'em Affelnnistan 
Scheme 

9 
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The first scheme vras published in the Indian Press on the 30th 
of July, 1939, and it must await discussion and criticism 
in the nest volume of the Anmial Register The 
otheis or ceitain of them we quote below from a 
summary published in the pages of the Islamic CuUwe as “culfcmal 
activities” 


Pakistan 

Caliphate 


“The Punjab Muslim students dieam of a Pakistan Caliphate in the North, 
Moulana Abdul Wadood of the Jamiat Ulema, Sarhad envisages an independent 
Muslim State to be called Eastern Afghanistan The pioposed Pakistan Caliphate 
fs to compnse not only Sind, Baluchistan, the Noith-West Pi on tier Piovince, 
Kashmii and the Punjab as included in the oiiginal Pakistan Scheme but also em- 
biaces in its fold parts of the United Pioimces, and the Cential Pioiinces and 
Beiar running along with the Ganges right up to Bengal and Assam Both the 
schemes aim at establishing an exclusively Muslim State in Noithern India The 
lest of India is described as God's Country The Muslim Students’ Federation which 
has piopounded the Scheme of Pakistan Caliphate claims the biith-iight of Mus- 
lims in Noith India as their homelinds, and in other uoids, means exclusive rights 
of Muslims where they predominate The proposed Muslim State, accoiding to its 
authois, will be ruled by a spiiitual dictator iiho will be the shadow of God on 
earth in accoidance with the injunctions of the Holy Quran The scheme has 
already found support among the tubes— Mohmands, Afridis, Waziiis, and various 
tribal aieas ” 


The direction of these ambitions are unmistakable , speaking meta- 
phorically these explode ideals like those preached by Mr "Wazed Ah 
These are not new ambitions at all, as readers of 
aiSih^s— their Scawen Blunt’s book — India Uiidei Rtpon, pub- 

motive power hshed in 1909 — can easily understand The book embo- 
died Blunt’s diary of his tour through India m 1883 
Ambitions like these burned dim m Muslim heaifcs in those days, and 
have leapt into view today The dream of recovering the reins of 
authority in the State in India which had shpped from Muslim hands are 
in the consciousness of many Muslims, modern-educated Muslims, leah- 
ties of today, within the giasp of resolute men It would be foohsh for 
Indian public men and publicists to shut then eyes to the sinister 
possibihties of the schemes of federations outlined by Muslim thinkers 
and public men These have revived ambitions, provoked particularistic 
conceits, and stimulated aggressive activities that would result m 
breaking up the unity and integrity that have been India’s from beyond 
recorded time Eefoimeis and reactionaries among the leaders of the 
Muslim community m India appear to be helpless instruments m the 
hands of forces that aie almost elemental in their sweep and violence 
These ambitions and activities have called forth answering ambitions 
and activities in the Hindu commumty represented by the Hindu Mahasabha 
Movement 


There appears to be no possibility of leconcihng these ambitions The 
Indian National Congress which has been trying to stand between these, 
absorbing the force of their clash, trying to act as a 
mediator, have so far failed m its attempts And the 
unity scene is darkened by clouds of communal bitterness, of 

misunderstanding, which show no signs of dispersing 
Men of good-will both among Hindus and Mushms appear to be getting 
sick of these bickerings, to be retiring from the leadership of their 
commumties and leaving the field to ambitious people who have forgotten 
that m the modern world the cement of social life is not supphed by 
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religious beliefs an3 practices, that m countries rvlieio men end women 
professing different religions have been In ing for centuries tlic\ cannot 
afford to be over -punctilious with regard to the observance of Ihcir 
particular ceremonials, that fanaticism in respect of them is not onK a 
Clime, it is a sin against the spirit of all leligious hfo Wo can onli 
live m the hope that this is a irassing phase, that the awakening Ui.at 
chaiacteiises the life of the communities will he diverted to activities 
that will serve the common interests of ah But todaj, as Sii Chakravaiti 
Ea]agopalachari, Premier of Madias, said, “no man could speak on tlicse 
subjects without feeling a sense of despair and sadness" Yiilhal wo 
are upheld by the hope and aspiration given expression to bj Iho '^amc 
Congress leader on the occasion of the celebrations of tbe birtb and death 
of the Prophet of Islam organised by a Muslim Association of Madras on 
May 21, 1939 

“People of India wcie often told that they had many rchuions manv fnngintrc^ 
and many customs and vreie, theiefore, an unloitninte pcopie on the whole but 
it might not be so in tiuth It might be tint there was a great amliition nPo 1o 
be achieved, and that in the midst of all the variclv, thev might see the unutr'al 
truth and the beautj of life lint, if attained, would be a great thing A verj 
highly cnilisod people reihsing the unit} of all ichgions was a great ambiiion whuh 
thej had still before them and for which thev should woik hard and with ilca'^urc 
All the troubles might pcibaps be leading tow aids the fulfilment of a gicat and 
unique glory in then own countrj ” 

Prophets and saints in India have been through tlie centimes and 
milleniums of her history tijing to build up a composite life out of 
the varieties of religious expeiionccs and the intuitions of the spnitual 
realm assembled in India from all quaiteis of the globe The i>-r- 
ception and realisation of tiro unity that penades cicatiou has Icon 
one of the gifts of Hindu culture to the stoic house of vvoi Id wisdom 
and spirituality And the ambition lefeircd to bj Iho Madias Premier 
might not be as fai fetched as it appeals today when India is being 
rocked on the stresses and stiains of communal and sect-’iian suspi- 
cions, feais and ambitions 


We have seen bow Indians aie not able to present a "united fiont" 
to secure freedom m then own homo land Men and women who aio organm- 


Indtans m 
South Africa 


ed in tbe Indian National Congress have been found divided 
in counsel, divided in action The oignmsation of tlio 
“The Forward Bloc” undei the leadership of Sii Sublias 


Chandra Basu is an evidence of this division Me 


have discussed the ideological back-giound of Muslim sepaiatism in the 
country Divided on so many' points in thni own homeland, it is no 
w'onder that Indians abioad should have had their self resp'-ct insulted 
and their interests damaged m various parts of tbe world, near and 
far During tbe six months the events dming which form the subject 
of discussion in the present volume of the Indian Annual Jicgt^lcr, 
Burma, Ceylon, South Africa and tho islands in the New M orld, Jamaica 
and Trinidad, have shown that the Indians whose labour has made the 
wealth of these countiies hav o become unwelcome to them In Burma 
Indian lives and piopeities have suftered loss, m Cevlon daily p^’id 
Indian employees in Goveinment departments, about 10,000 of them, 
have been served with notice that their services were no longer re- 
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qmred, and an organised attempt is bemg made to drive Indians from 
the trades and services m the island In South Africa the ruling 
classes, one-filth of the total population of the country, smitten hv the 
conceit of vrhite colour, have declared that the tvro lakhs of Indians, 
ons-fiftierh of the population, shall either leave the country or 
shall hve in the country as a population of an mfenor breed, accept- 
mg the badge of this infenonty For forty years and more the 
admimstration of the country, run b^ Boeis and Britons, the former more 
.anogantly, have been trying through processes of lavr to reduce Indians 
'to this position of helotry In the TJmon Paihament, m its House 
of Assembly, vras being discussed the Asiatics (Transvaal) Land and 
Trading BiU. m course of which speeches were made that revealed the 
mind of the mhng classes Dr‘ ATalan, leader of the ISationahst Party, 
gave expression to the unalteiable aim of the rulmg classes to segre- 
gate the Indians , the IJmted Party, the Party of the then Government, 
-entertained this idea as strongly as the cent per cent raciahsts re- 
presented by Di Malan’s Party One of the items m the programme 
of the IJmted Party was the foUowmg — 

“ the protection of the European population as weE as the coloured and 
the natives agamst Asiatic immigration or competition, with recognition and 
maintenance ol the esastmg rights of Asiatics bom in the Union"^ or legally 
resident there” 

The Bill under notice required that Indians must agree to hve ic 
lands separate from otheis, that they must not be allowed to rcqmre 
lands m “European quaivers”, that they must plv their trades m non- 
European quaiters Mr Hofmeyr, one of the two oi three members who 
stood by Indians in their fight for self-respecc and hie, said that this 
“segregation by legislative compulsion” — there has been social and 
economic segregation all the tune — would mean ‘the econormc strangulation 
of Indians,” their extinction m the country, a consummation desued by 
the vast maiontv of the ruhng classes Mr Hofmeyr also sa.d that 
such an enactment would drive the Indians to ]om the “Hon-European 
Front” that was bemg orgamsed all over South Africa 


Story ot 
“oppression and 
repression ’ 


The threat of this law brought Swann Bhawam Dayal, President 
of the Natal Indian Congiess, to India with a view to enhghten the 
Government and the people of Jndia of the condition of 
things under which the two lakhs of Indians — men, 
women and children — have been hvmg He addressed 
pnhhc meetmgs, saw the leaders of pubhc opinion and 
pnhhc life m the coimtry, mterviewed Sir Jagadis Prasad and Sir Girija 
Shankar Ba]pai, Member and Secretary m charge of the Overseas Depart- 
ment under the Government of India After more than two months of 
this work of education and enlightenment, he was conshamed by 
developments m South Africa, by the discussions in the South African 
Umon Legislature of the Bill referred to above, to address “An Open 
Letter” to His Excellency the Governor-General of India, drawing 
attention to the disabilities of Indians, of South African Indians, 80 per 
cent of them bom m the IJmon, and knowing no fatherland or motherland 
for themselves except this stnp of territory within the embrace of the 
Indian and Atlantic oceans The letter was dated the 5th of June, 



— JUNE ’39 3 IKDIA IN HOME POLITY C9 

1939, and addressed fiom Bombay Ifcga\e m a fevr hundred vords the 
history of the life of Indian residents in South Afiica during ^ period 
of seventy to eighty years It is a story' of “oppiession and repression, 
breaches of assurances and pledges’, to quote the vords used in the 
letter The first batch of Indians to go to this region appcir to ho 
Tamihans and other South Indian peoples They vero sent to Natal 
to labour in the sugar plantations staited by vhite capitalists People 
from Gujarat, from tno United Piovinces and Bihar followed their foot steps 
The number of these compaiatively free-men was augmented by the 
labourers as and when their period of agreement service ended These men 
floated into many a trade in a small way, as hawkeis, and as dry 
labouiers. The tale of their woe began at this time, about 1885 A 
hue and ciy was laised by the Boer and the Briton, raised on tlini 
behalf, that the Indians were and would be wresting the Inelihood 
of the white people by encroaching on the occupations end fr''dcs that 
supplied it to them Stories of Indian ‘‘in\ asion of Indian “pone ' 
tration”, of “the White civilisation” placed “in dangei”, wcio cumulated 
and received with ciedence These fears and apprehensions were ■nought 
to be removed by the Gandhi-Smuts Pact of 1914 ending the Passive 
Eesistance Movement w’hich had tested the new technique developed 
by Mahatma Gandhi in fighting social and political wrongs This Pact 
01 Agieement was confirmed by the acceptance on behalf of In{ka of 
the Eeciprocity Besolution of 1917 of the Impeiirl Wai ^Gcxifertnco 
which w’as further elaboiated m 1918, 1921 and 1923 recognising the 
light of the Dominions and of Inciia — foi the pin poses of tlicso 
agreements India was accepted as a Dominion — to contiol tlio com- 
position of their ow n population By the 1914 Agreement it was agreed 
that theie would be no more emigration fiom India to South \fiica 
This was agreed to with a view to nd the minds of the whites in 
South Africa of the fear that the countiv would be flooded bv unic':- 
tricted emigiation from India This agreement carried the implication 
that the resident Indian population, the domiciled and South-^frici bom 
Indian population, W'ould be enabled to live and work as South \uic'’n=, 
would be enabled to rise to the standard of Western civ ihsation The 
Cape Town Agreement of 1927 accepted on behalf of the tlien Soiitli 
African Government this duty of raising tlio standard of life of 
Indians in the Dominion, of helping them to assimilate themselves to 
the economic life of the country, the duty' of discouraging anv discnmin ’tmg 
treatment against them But these assurances, pledges and rgrctments 
have been treated by the ruling classes of the country as so manv "''cnps 
of paper” These have not brought any change in the behaviour of tlie 
W'hites Swami Bhavvani Dayal quotid in support of this unch'’njed 
mind a few words of the present Prime Minister of the Union, Gcncr-’l 
Heitzog, uttered "not long ago”, that “after all is said and oone, wo 
want to get rid of Indians as far as possible " The Asiatic Land and 
Trading Bill introduced and being discussed in the Union Parhanjent is 
an indication of this determination And confronted bv this danger, an 
increasing number of Indians have been asking themselves, as^^ the E 
Hon’ble Srinivas Sastn once asked the late Lord Haldane where 
do we stand in the Commonwealth <' Is there no hope for us 
Lord Haldane had replied “No, , by no means GoJ forbid 

this 
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Espenenees inside and outside India should have bUed this "hope ” 
But they have not done so Swami Bhavrani Dayal’s “Open Letter” is 
„ , . a proof of this So is the lesolution passed at a meeting 

SteteLd All-India Congress Committee held at Bombay 

in S A!nca ^ the last -weelr of June, 1939 The BiU in the South 
African TJmon Legislatuie precipitated an agitation 
amongst Indians in that country Natmally thej looked to the homeland 
of their fathers and mothers foi help and guidance , specially to Mahatma 
Gandhi were then eyes turned in this new crisis in their commumtj ’s 
hfe Bor, it was in South Afiica that was begun the ktndei gaiien 
training in Satyag} aha, m non-violent civil disobedience on a mass scale, 
that has been Gandhiji’s contribution to the development of political 
theory and practice m the modem woild The leadeis of South African 
Indians were agreed that if the BiU became law, and if it was set in 
motion, they would adopt the instrument chiselled by Gandhiji to fight 
this wrong But there appears to have developed diffeiences of opimon 
among them with regard to the method of using it, with regard to the 
organisation that should oigamse and lead this fight A section of them 
contended that as the BiU was directed against Indians specially, the 
organisation of the fight should be confined to Indians alone Another 
section, the younger section, the smaller section, contended that this 
anti-Indian BiU was .m expression of the perenmal policy of the white 
rtilers of the country, the pohcy that has been descnbed by the philoso- 
pher-statesinan of the Union, General Smuts 

“^In South Afiica we cannot afford to give coloured peoples the same 
footing as the whites Our equnlitv is based fundamentally on the doctiine 

that m Church and State between white and coloured peoples there nn be 
no equality” 

Another South African politician. Mi Huggins, Piime Minister of 
South Ehodesia, gave a more colomful description of the condition of 
things in the whole of the sub-continent The Euiopean commumty 
was "an island m a sea of black” , ai-tisans and tradesmen formed 
the shores, and the professional classes the highlands If there 
should be an erosion of the shores by the natives, they would 

gradually take to the highlands , this would destroy Emopean civih- 
sation in South Afnca The only safety of the white, of the white 
man’s mission in Africa was, therefore, complete segregation, the 

natives being allowed to come into the white “reserves” onlj’- as 

helpers and not as competitors 


The Asiatic Land and Trading Bill is an expression of this idea, an 
instrument for mabng permanent as far as human ingenuity could do so. 


A “Non-European 
Front’ 
inevitable 


this policy As such, this section of Indian leadeis 
contended that the Bill should be fought with the help 
of the other coloured peoples who were victims of the 
same pohcy The whites in South Afnca, who formed 


the ruhng classes, were a httle over 20 lakhs m the country , the 
Bantus and Negroes were more than 65 lakhs , the people technically 
known as "coloured”, the products of white-and-black alliances, were 
about 10 lakhs , others were about 5 lakhs of whom Indians were less than 
2 lakhs This division in the social strata has made it possible, made 
it necessary, that aU non-white peoples should combine and fight the 
evil that is represented by the existing monopoly of State-power 
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by the whites The feeling of this possibility, the apprccntion of 
this necessity, has been giowing among widci sections of the non- 
white peoples To the giowth of this consciousness \\as due tlio 
organisation of the "Non-White Front" to ■n Inch Mr Ilofmoir had referred 
and which has been quoted m a paragiaph above The leaders of the 
non-White peoples other than Indians have been e\pccting that tlio 
Indians would join them in a common fight , thoj have been offering 
help in the impending fight in which Indians would bo engaged if the 
Bill was passed and the law was enforced A section of the Indian 
community m South Afiica was in favour of accepting (his lielp , audit 
was reported that an organisation of theirs was represented b> dckg'tes 
when about 45 organisations of the non white peoples of South \fiica 
assembled at a meeting to found the "Non-Euiopcan Front " 


This aspect of the piobicir, tlie attitude tlial the gcncial I'odv of 
Indians should adopt towards the fight of their nou-v,liito ncighhoms, 
became a subject of discussion in Indi i at about this 
Congressmens^ meeting of the All-India Congress 

approves of it Committee held in the last week of Juno, 10]*), it 
came in for debate and discussion The ofiitial drift, 
the draft put on behalf of the Working Committee, of the icsohition on 
the situation in South Africa, w'as reported to have been nude hv 
Mahatma Gindlii It contained words that expressed the hope llp;t 
“there will be no dissensions among tiicra (Jmiians) m Soiitli Afiica 
and that they will present a United Fiont The resolution v as 
amended by the addition of the words 

“And CO operate with the inhabitants of South Afnca in oiipo’imr the 
segregation policies which are diicctcd aguiist all iion-Luiopcan rates” 


The mover of the resolution, Pundit Jav.ahaihl Nehru, accepted 
this amendment, and it was passed in this foim Then occuiiod a 

curious event At the end of that daj's proceedings, Pundit Taw ah''ilal 
Nehru asked the permission of the All-India Congiess Committee to 
recall that resolution , and permission being given the icsolution m 

its original foim was placed before the meeting and passed bv a majority 

of votes This procedmo was adopted with a view to meet the 
objections of Gandhiji and others in touch with the situation in 

South Africa who thought that tho paiticipation of Indians m tlio 
common fight against the racial policy of the ruling cPsscs of the 
country, as proposed and desired m the words used m .atiK iding 
Gandhiji’s draft, “might result in adverse reaction m South \fnca , 
might “hinder” the cause of Indians in that counliv It m-’v be con* 
coded that Gandhiji’s diaft would not irritate tlio ntives of tho lulmg 
classes of South Afiica, that it might secure tho Indians living there 
some temporary relief, though we have our doubts in the iu''fter cen- 
sideiiug tho original injustice of tho whole pohev of tho South 'irican 
Gov'ernment An analv^sis of tho resolution would show that it desired 
Indians m South Africa to keep themselves at a distance from tho 
fight that the native Africans have been waging for their huiran rghts, 
for their rights of citizenship in then own homeland of v Inch th-'v 
have been kept deprived bv the white ruleis of the coun^rv , tho rt^^clu- 
tion with the history attached to it, tho historv of the rraendment 
and of its recall and rejection, leaves tho impiession m tho mind that 
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the leaders of public opinion in India desired that the descendants of 
their countrymen resident in South Africa should lead a separate life, 
separate from the life of the majority of the people in the country , 
that to secure the integiity of this separate hfa they should make their 
peace with injustice and show their disinclination to throw their little 
weight on the side of the original inhabitants of the country, 
as the majoiity of the population of the country, rightly 
strugghng to be free, to regain their rights as human beings, 
members of a modem State The resolution exposed the position 

of Indians in South Afiica as that of interlopers who were not pie- 
pared to co-opeiate in re-estahlishing the reign of law and justice in 
the country, who were anxious to consult the conveniences of the 
present regime in maintaining its present arrangements, social, economic 
and pohtical This may appear to be a paying proposition to-day 
But when the Bantu and the Negro came by their own, as they 

will surelv, helped thereto by the forces of historic developments, 

what will be the position of Indians in South Africa ’ The organi- 

sation of the “Non-European Eiont” is a mile-stons in this process 
We are not sura that the All-India Congress Committee has been 
wise in Ignoring this aspect of the question 


This insult to Indian self-respect, this calculated attack on the 
material interests of Indians, that have been going on in many pares 
of the British Empire, and outside of it also, is inherent 
Inc''aa°° relation that subsists between India and Bntain 

andBntain until and unless the twist in this relationship be 

straightened out, Indian self-respect will continue to be 
hurt, the material interests of Indians will continue to be damaged, 

and the Indo-British authorities will continue to be helpless in defending 
and protecting these It may have been hoped that the arrival 
of “provincial autonomy” will help to resore confidence, will 

enable the provincial Ministries to influence the agents of the ‘external 
authority” to so behave and so act that the lankhng sense of political 
subjection wiU find httle occasion and opportumty to erupt into new 
But there seems to be a provision in the scheme of creation which 
refuses to accept such a u^a media of concihation, which refuses to act 
as an anssthetic to political discontent The “external authority” with 
all the good will in the world cannot fail to touch on the raw the 
sensitiveness of the subject population The British representatives of 
the Government during the last two years that the Congress and 
Congress-Coalition and other Mimstries have been functioning in the 
provinces, the former in eight out of the eleven provinces of India, have 
on many an occasion gone out of their way to bear testimony to 
the success of their work, to their understanding of the hmitations of 
their position, and to their spirit of accommodation 

But the unnatural relation between the two countries is the breeding- 
ground of suspicions and distrust that cannot be sterihsed That this 
is so was proved by the Imperial Government under- 
taking the amendment of the Government of India 
Act (1935) which was an invasion on the httle power 
with which the Act had endowed the provincial 
in India The Bill was introduced in the first 


Invasion ol 
Provincial 
autonomy 


governments 
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week of Apnl in the House of Lords by the Secrctarv of 
State for India, the Maiquess of Zetland The reloi ant amendment ■uas 
numbered clause 4 in the Amending Bill , by this it was proposed 
to incorporate a new Section numbered 126-A in the old Act securing 
to the^ Central Government of India “essential powers of direction and 
control’’ over the Provincial Governments when an emerg<’nc\ duo to 
war was proclaimed by the Governor-General under Section 102 of 
the Act This emergency power granted by Section 102 of the 1935 Act 
had been given to the Gential Legislature elected on a iMdo popiilai Iran 
chise, whereas the new clause empoweied an irresponsible Central 
Government with power to "give duections to a Pro\inco as to the manner 
which the executive authority tliereof is to bo exercised ” It ap 
peared from the speech delivered by Lord Zetland m moiing the second 
reading of the Bill on the 2oth of April that the amendments cm- » 
bodied in the Bill wore on his request to the Goa einor General 
submitted to the Provincial Governments “for their comment ’ , that 
the ‘ Ministiies in three Provinces felt themsehes unablo to express 
any opinion”, the Bengal Ministry received “special tlianks foi the 
“thoroughness” with nhich they had dealt with the proposed amendment'^, 
and the Punjab Ministry “for tho spiiit of cordial cooperation' a\ith 
which they had met tho request foi assistance Tlio speech also 
revealed that the majority of the Proaincial Mimstrics had rused 
objections to the “invasion by the Centio of tho sphere of authorita, 
conferred by tho Act on tho Provinces ” But cousideiing the conditions 
of modern wais lequiting for success in them certain mcasuie of “unified 
control, not only of policy but of its execution”, tho confernment of the 
new powers on the Gential Gmernmont of India, povcis not onh of 
“superintendence” but of “direction and contiol ’, became ncccs=ar\ and 
justified Indian opinion could not accept these arguments It felt and 
expressed tho feeling that the British Government gaao tangible proof 
by this amending Bill of their distrust of the Proxincial Goxcrnmenls 
in India, of their apprehension that these Goaernmeuts would with- 
hold their CO operation or obstruct wai activities in India This dis- 
trust and apprehension weie inheient in tho policy of ignoring Indian 
sentiment in any declaration of war of which India would bo made 
a party without so much as asking for her leax e The Bill has thus helped 
to further irritate Indo-Biitish relations Tochnicalh it might have been 
right But in international relations legal and technical correctitudc 
does not play a helpful hand 


Trade Agroe- 
ment 


The same incompatibility became manifest in the delate 
in the Central Assomblj’’, the lower house of tho Central Legis- 
lature, raised on the motion moxed on tho 27th of 
Indo British March by the Member for Commerce and Labour in 
Lord Linlithgow's Goxernment, Sir Muliamraad Znfrul- 
lah Khan, that tho Assembly approx cd “tiio Trane 
Agreement signed on the 20tli March, 1939, between IIis Maj^stx s 
Government in the United Ejngdora and the Goxemment of Imia 
In course of the debate the topic of the unnatur''! relation that sub'^isted 
between India and Britain cropped up again and again , the pohticrl 
dependence of the former on the latter influenced the arguments th'’t could 
not be kept restricted to economic and financial considera’ions A 
10 



74 THE INDIAN ANNUAL EEGISTER [ januaky ’39- 

Muslim member of the Assembly, Sir Syed Eeza Ab, deplored this 
trend m the discussion in the following ivords 

“ I am afraid the chances of a reasonable consideration of the merits of the 
trade aEpreement are considerably prejudiced by the esis'ing position in which 
India finds herselt India and England are not on equal footing, and, therefore, 
suspicions legitimately arise in the case of any settlement nmyed at between these 
two countries If India had achieved her jxilitical emancipation and an agreement 
somewhat on the lines on which the present has been drawn up came np for consi- 
deration before this House I am sure a very different treatment woulcf be meted 
out to it from that nhich so "far as I can see it has receiyed from this House 
hitherto ” 

This tmhatural relation vvas demonstrated by the procedure 
adopted in seeking the approval ^ of the Central Assembly to the Agree- 
ment which came mto force whether the Assembly appioved it or not, 
making the debate an eye-wash, as clause 16 of the Agreement said 
that “pending the coming into^ force of the present Agreement, 
the two Governments - will apply its provisions as far as may 
be possible” This Clause made 'Sii Muhammad Zafrullah’s motion 
and the debate following it a waste of time, a weariness of spirit 
The motion of Sir Muhammad was saved fiom total rejection by the 
amendment moved on behalf of the European Group in the Assembly and 
accepted by the majority against the opposition of the Government 
-that consideiation of the motion be adjourned till the Simla ses- 
sion pending the report of the Committee of the House eonsistmg 
of a majoiity of elected membeis Many of the speeches of 
the Opposition membeis recogmsed that there were valuable con- 
cessions made to Indian mterests in the Agreement wluch required a 
quid pi 0 quo, one of which was the scahng down of import duties on 
Lancashire goods But this particular concession to Lancashire cams m 
for the greatest opposition owmg to the pait played by Lancashire more 
than seventy-five years ago m using its pohtical influence to thiottla the 
Indian cotton mill industry, though today Lancashire’s trade with India 
was a pale shadow of its former monopoly in India An estimate 
has it that twenty-five years back, before the last Great War, Lancashire 
used to send to India textile goods measurmg about 3,000 milhon 
yards , last year it could hardly send more than 200 miUion yards 
These figures are an evidence of India’s progressive march in the field 
of modem industnahsm, as well as of Lancashire’s detenoration 


The present is not the occasion on which the hi&torv of this progress 
may be indicated It does not reqmre much research into India’s 
financial and economic condition to become aware of 


Indian 
thinkers and 
industnahsm 


the fact, to be struck by the fact, that modem mdus- 
tnahsm, of which Bntain has been the pioneei and 
leader in the world since the latter haK of the eighteenth 


century tiU almost the end of the nineteenth, has disrupted the econo- 
mic arrangements m our country, throwing an mcreasing number of men 
on agnculturs as the only means of hvehhood India’s industries, worked 
m the homes of the people where men, women, and children could co- * 
operate, were all but destroyed For three quarters of a century leaders of 
Indian society were prepared to accept this dismption and debacle as 
in the natural order of things , they did not find anything m modem 
industrial life, in its arrangements, in its division of labour aud division of 
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wealth, which could he challenged from the standpoint of justice, of human 
happiness, of social peace The attempts of three generations of 
Indian economists, industrialists and social thinhers weic inspired 
the belief that modem industiialism was one of the las'^ and best % ords 
in human economy They might have read of vhat Dicbeiis, Caihlo, 
and Euskin had said and written in criticism and condemnation of the 
order of things brought into social life bj modern industnah=m But 
these they read as literatuio without any social purpose and aim, rs tlio 
expression of the reiolt of super-sensitne souls against lliicgs as llie\ 
were in their times The Swadeshi Movement that ran parillel to tlio 
Anti-Partition Agitation m Bengal and which spread o\er the vhcle 
of India in the first decade of the present ceiituij, the shiiings of 
mind and intellect occasioned by these movements, first created doubts 
m our minds that societj as oiganised under the impulse of modern 
mdustnahsm might not possess all the wrtues that ucro chimed on 
its behalf, that many things of value m the material and siiuili.'^l 
world wore probably being saciificed at the altar of mechanical cflicu nc> 
These doubts were the first mutterings of a- new eialuation of human 
nature, of human needs Tbo‘ Hind Stunaj of Mahatma Gandhi ma\ 
be said to be a representative of this school of tliougbt hinco tlioso 
days Gandhi]! v.ibh bis programme of the Chaika and Khadt, of 
village industires, affiliated to the political activities in India, has given 
anew direction to thoughts and activities in the economfc ond indus- 
trial fields in India His writings, then influence on concictc activi- 
ties both on the part of the Government and of the people, bivo become 
a touch-stone of economic thought and activities both on tlio jnit of 
the Government and the people To the modorn-oduc''lod Indi n, to 
the majonty of them, however, the programmes associated with Garni luji a 
name, appear to ho a return to tho Middle Ages , they cannot conced 
their impatience with them 

Tho National Planning Committee appointed m 1938 on the mitiitivc 
of Sn Subhas Chandra Basu while ho was Piesident of tho Indirn 
National Congress, and winch has Pundit Jav’-aharlal 
CommUteoV^ Nehru as its Chairman, was acting under the in^pira- 

Gandhijl tion of men w'ho were not cnthusiatic over the cronomic 

plans and progiammes that Gandhiji has initiated Thou-,'! 
the Indian National Congress has Gandhiji as its mentor and 
guide, we cannot say^ that it has been able to enlist his suppoit on 
the side of the Planning Committee Speculations m the Pr^ss hinted 
at an imtial conflict between the Village Industries Acsoc'''*ion 
and the National Planning Committee Tins became explicit to the 
pubhc when the correspondence between Gandhiji and Sn S lulias 
Chandra Basu was published in the middle of Mav, 1939 In a le't'r 
written by Gandhiji from Rajkot on the 10th of April, 1919, he drev 
attention to tho fundamental differences that ^ stood between him '■nd 
Subhas Bahu , and how the two of tlicm ''honcstlv" sav the =amc 
thing differentlj’^ and even drew opposite conclusions from the car’c 
premises He invited Subhas Bahu to agree to differ, "ud meet on 
the social, moral and municipal platforms ns the same political p'''''fonn 
could not accommodate them two , that has b''en demons' iv'cd by 
what happened hefoio and aftei Tnpuri , and even on the econom o 
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platfoim differencss Bad bssn discovered ” SuBBas BaBii understood 
tBe drift of this statement, and replying on tBe 13tB of April Be 
■wiote as follows 

“You Bare despaired altogether of our collaborating on the political and eco- 
nomic platfoims You have added the economic, probably because you disapproied 
of our idea of industrial planning for India even though vre advocate encourage- 
ment of suitable cottage industnes along -svith industrialisation ” 

GandBiji’s passive attitude, attitude of non co-opeiation, towards 
tBe National Planning Committee did not, Bowevei, Balt its activities 
In the thud week of June, 1939, a Note was ciicu- 
lated thiough the Press for the guidance of the 
Uplift various SuB-Oommrttees that Bad been appointed to. 

survey the whole of the social and economic hfe 
of India The Note sard that the fundamental aim to he kept in 
view was “to ensure an adequate standard of hving for the Indian 
masses ’* It was recognised that “a really progressive standard of life 
wiU necessitate the increase of the national wealth five or six times ” 
But the Note was prepared to concede "for the present” that the 
minimum standard that could or should be reached was “an increase 
of national wealth of between two or there times within the nest 
ten years ” It, therefore, asked the various Suh-Committees to so plan 
out the scheme that "a ten-yeai hmit foi the accomplishment of the 
Plan" might he laid down The Note hoped that the Suh-Ooramitfcees 
would be able to send their reports by the end of October, 1939 
The vanous Provincial Governments have been co-opeiatmg in the 
work of this -Committee, making monetaiy contiihutions towaids its 
expenses Among the Sub-Committees appointed was one concerned with 
the development of cottage mdustnes Many oigamsations m the differ- 
ent piovmces have been working for this puipose T1 ev are affihated 
to or supported by or independent of the YiUage Industnes Association 
whose central research stations are at Waidha and Shegaon working 
under the eye of Mahatma Gandhi Provincial Governments, the 
Central Government, have then own organisations nhich have been 
-trying to improve the economic condition of the viUageis, to raise 
their standard of hfe by helping them to increase the volume of 
their agricultural output , they have also been trying thiough improv- 
ed marketing anangements to secure to agncultunsts higher prices for 
their products 

The observer of events m India has to take note of these construct- 
ive activities which have for their aim and ideal a reconstiiiction of 
Indian hfe on ideas and plans that cannot afford to 
The Masses & -the bhnded by the glamour of modem industnahsm 

The village craftsman and the cultivator has his con- 
tnhution to make towards the enrichment of India’s modem 
hfe He cannot be ignored Without his co-operation, heart-felt and 
mtelhgent, hfe cannot be made better m India A recogmtion of this 
fact IS at the back of all the activities that stir the viUage and 
the town in the country In the process of readjustment that 
has been going on m India the masses have been reheved of many 
of their grievances as a result of the measures taken by the Governments, 
Central and Provincial , many of their rights have been lecogmsed in 
law, and wart wider recogmtion m practice The fixity of tenure of 
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the agncultunsts has been recognised , debt settlements through Con- 
cihation Boards have been doing the tivm work of destruction of 
rural credit and constiuction of it on foundations that may appear 
to bo weak to-day Through hopes and disappointments, inseparable 
from human endeavours, the wide-awake among the classes in 
India have been consciously working towards a neiv order of societv , 
the masses not so fully roused have been feeling then wa\ towards 
the lands of promise The former, confronted b> asocial break-don n, haio 
been wrangling among themsehes with regard to the methods and 
ends of their strivings The contioveisies among Congiessmen, between 
Mushm and Hindu, between Hindu and Hindu, between Muslim and 
Muslim, discussed in previous volumes and pages, are evidences of a great 
turmoil m the thought- woild of India' Tlie masses undei the leadoi- 
ship of men who belonged to ,tho higher classes do not appear to 
have fully reahsed the inspiration nnd consequences of the actinlies 
they are engaged m The British buieaucracy haie been watching 
developments, having lost the assurance of former times This is tlio 
Indian scene as it is leflected in the various activities the end of 
which, for better or for worse, is the le-making of a new India 


Oracles— 
old and now 


The controversies and conflicts in India that divide the classes 
and masses — w'hat do they represent as a part of the pioccss lliat 
has been re-making a new India ? They lepresont a 
great dissatisfaction m the heart of a society that 
appears to have stood immobile thiougli the centuiics, 
that looked to Mann and Mahommed, to their dajs 
and to the philosophies, built up by them in response to the- seaich for 
a new valuation of human thought and human piactico needed bj the 
necessities of their paiticular days It is asserted that the modem limes 
have created new necessities that lequired new metliods and new social 
habits to meet them, that the ideologies indicated in the Manu Smnti 
or the Manava Dhaima — the lehgion of humanity — preached in it, 
and that embodied m the Quran, are inadequate for modem purposes, 
for the mind and the body of the modern men and vv omen To the wide- 
awake among the classes, to the pioducts of the modem universities 
established m India, the old concepts and ideologies and practices make no 
appeal , they feel that no self-iespectmg individual life, no well-balanced 
social hfe, could he built upon them — life that was free fiom evploita- 
tion, conscious and unconscious For about thiee quarters of a 
century, beginning with the age of Eaja Earn Mohun Eoj m eastern India, 
of Dadoba Pandurang in western India, and ending with the v ears that 
saw almost the whole world engaged in a competition for suicide, the 
years 1914-1918 — the leaders of the classes m India have been content 
to accept the leadership of Europe, of the United States of Amcnca 
m everj' field of thought and activity The world -war exposed for 
the first time to their complacent eyes that the concepts on which their 
intellectnal and social life had been reared up were not valid for the 
needs and demands of modern men and women An interpreter of 
European hfe, Peter F Drucker, bora in Vienna, m his book — The End of 
Economic Man, first pubhshed m May, 1939— put the discontents and 
dissatisfactions m the western world to a break-down of the moulds of 
social and economic life as it has been functioning since the Eefonnation, 
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smce the use of industnahsm He appeared to suggest that the 
European men and women weie in despair with the complexity and 
terror of the unemployment pioblem, with the growing cruelty of 
the wai scare , in this despair they have turned for rehef to the non- 
economic concepts incarnated in Communism, in Eascism and Nazism 
Without accepting the validity of this interpietation, without affiliating 
the discontents and dissatisfactions in our own country to these non- 
Indian inspirations and institutions, one can stiU feel that the controversies 
taken note of in the iiresent study glow out of the break-down in social 
hfe as it affects the educated, the modern-educated, classes of India The 
ancient oracles of their own country have no message for them , the 
oiacles from outside their country speak in so many voices that they 
are not sure which one should they heaiken to and foUow Gandhiji 
has for the last twenty 3 ears been holding up an ideal of conduct that 
•the educated classes End it difficult to accept without mental reservations 
Younger men such as Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru and Sri Subhas Chandra 
Basu seek and find inspiration m Socialism or Commumsm or vanants 
of these , the latter hopes that under the Indian sky “a svnthesis of Com- 
munism and Eascism” may be a part of the “next phase in world-history ” 
The masses in India cannot be said to be conscious of the total bankruptcy 
of their social values Under the guidance of men like Swami Sahajananda 
SarasWati they may be dreaming of a Kisan ' Eaj , under the guidance 
of communahst leaders, Hindu and Muslim, tbeie is dangei of their 
ranging themselves under the ochre-coloured Siuasiika flag of mihtant 
Hinduism and under the green-coloured Crescent flag of militant Islam 
The appeal of Indian Nationahsm is being diverted to other channels , 
the appeal to the “Economic Man” may not reach the consciousness of 
men and women whom non-economic concepts have moulded These 
are the impersonal forces that have been forging ahead to re-make India 
No student of Indian history as it is evohing before his eyes, can remain 
unaffected by them, or be unconscious of their growing strength, of 
their threat to the unitj- and integrity of the countrv He cannot watch 
these without being moved by fears and hopes, depressed more by the 
former than held up by the latter — {Specially conti ibuted hy Sn Suresh 
Chandi a Dev ) 
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The Council of State 


LIST OF MEMBERS 


Picstdcnl —Sir 3Iaxeckji Biroiji 

DAt)ABHO\ 

Nominated — includ ng the President — 26 
(a) Officials — 9 

1 The Hoxodrable Sip Eobept 

A C\'5sELS 

2 The Hoxoueable Sip Jagdi^h 

Pp v^at) 

3 The Hoxoerable Sip Gethpie 

Ec«ell 

4 The Hoxocpable JiIp F H 

Plckie 

5 The Hosodp \ble 3Ip H Dow 

6 The Hoxoupable Mr M S A 

Had^pi 

7 The Hoxocp>able Mr A D 

Gokwala 

5 The UoxonriBLE Sip Alax Lloah 
9 The Hoxoieable 3Ie Shayax 

A Lae 

(b) Non-Officials — 17 

1 The Hoxocpable Sir David 

Devados- 

2 The Hoxoerable Sip K Eamcxxi 

ilEXOX 

3 The HoxorpABLE Sip A P Patro 

4 The Hoxoer able Sir Eahimtoola 

Chixoa 

D The Hoxoupable Sir Josxa 

Ghosal 

6 The Hoxoer able Sataexdia 

Kumap Das 

7 The Hoxoupable Sip Sat a a 

Charax Mukherjea 

5 The Hoxoupable Sip Mohammad 

A'akub 

9 The Hoxocrable Kuxwar Hajee , 

ISMAIEL AiJKHAX ' 

10 The Hoxoupable Sirdar Nihal 

SiXGH 

11 The Hoxoupable Kaja Char AX JIT 

Sixgh 

12 The Hoxoupable Nawabzada 

Hhubshid Ali Khax 

13 The Hoxoupable Khax Bahadur 

Shams-ud-Dix Haidak 

14 The Hoxourable Sir Maxeceti 

Bapamji Dadabhoy 
11 The Hoxourable Sir S Hissam- 
ud-dix Bahadup 

16 The Hoxoup able Sardar 

Bahadur Sobha Sixgh 

17 The Hoxourable Kai Bahadur 
Lala Kaxak Chaxd 

Elected — Non-Officials — 32 

The Hoxourable Kao Bahadur 

K Goyexdachari i 


2 The Hoxoli ible Mr M Cr M 

Chidambapam Chettiaar 

3 The Hoxocr ABLE Mr Xapayaxdas 

Girdhard as 

4 The Hoxourable Mr Y Eamadas 

Paxtulu 

3 The Hoxourable Saiyad 

Mohammed Padshah 

6 The Hoxoupable Mr Goyixdl.al 

Shiylai ^Motilal 

7 The Hoxoupable Mi Shaxtidas 

Asklpax 

5 The Hoxourable Mp Maxockji 

Xadipsham- Dalal 
9 The Hoxoupable Sip Sulemax 

Gassum Haji Mitha 

10 The HOxoupabie Khax Bahadup 

Alu Buksh Mohammed HU'^saix 

11 The Hoxourable Mp K H 

-- - Pafker 

12 The Hoxoupable Mr 

Kumapsaxeaf Ray Chaudhupy 

13 The Hoxourable Kumaf 

' Xbipexdf Xarayax Sixha 

14 The Hoxoupable Jlr Slsil 

KuifAP Roy Chotudhupy 
11 The Hoxourable Khax B.AHADur 
Syed Ihtisham Hydep Chaudhupy 

16 The Hoxourable 3Ir Abdool 

Kazak H ajee Abdool Suttau 

17 The Hoxoupable 

15 The Hoxourable Kaja Yuyeraj 
Dutta Sixgh, Of Oel & Kaimarah 

j 19 The Hoxoupable Paxdit 

Hirday Kath Kuxzpu 

20 The Hoxoup able Paxdit 
Ppakash Xaraix Sappu 

21 The Hoxoupable Haji Syed 
Mohamed Husaix 

22 The Hoxoupable Chaudhri 

Kiamatullah 

23 The Hoxourable Kai Bahadur 
Lala Ramsapax Das 

24 The Hoxourable Sardar Buta 

StXCH 

25 The Hoxourable Choudhri 
Ataullah Khax Tap ap. 

26 The Hoxourable Mahafajadhi- 
RAJA Sir Kameshwar Sixgh 

27 The Hoxourable Kai Bahadup 
Spi Kapaix Mahtha 

23 The Hoxourable Mp Kikuxja 

Kishore Das 

29 The Hoxourable Mr Hossaix 

Imam 

30 The Hoxourable Mp V V 

Kalikar 

31 The Hoxourable Mr Brulal 
JSTaxdlal Biyaxi 

32 The Hoxoupable Maulavi Ai^i 

Asgar Khax 
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The Indian Legislative Assembly 

LIST OF MEMBERS 


President — Tnr HoNOUPvnr Sir 

Abdup K \him, k c I 

Elected — Non-Official — (102) 

(1) Madras — 16 

1 & &AT\AMUPTI 

2 K S Goti\ 

3 ]M Thipomai a Eo^\ 

4 Pnoirssop Is' G Rvsgv 

5 M A^ S>THAgA\A\ \M AsSAST VR 
GTS Avi'JASiuiisoam CnrniAP 

7 C N Muthcrangv MOdaiiai 

8 K feANPHASAM 

9 f-piMATi K Radha Em ^ 

fcUBP \RA\ \N 

10 Si I K B JinapuaHfgdi 

11 Umar Ais Shmi 

12 MAurs'i SsFD MuRin/v Smiip 

13 H A SvTiiAi H E«sm5: Sait 

14 F E Jami^ 

15 Eat MI Sir Va'^uitlva Evtaii 

10 bsMi Vrs’CAr'ACJici vm Ciirrrs 

G MIC 

(2) Bombay — 16 

17 Ur G T Dfsitmcimi 

18 Sip CosvA'iTri Jfiiasgir 

19 Diman Lmciiamt Navaipai 

20 Bhcialiim Tivami Di<5M 

21 IIoobnMiHos A Lmiiif 

22 Kimiaspao MAPtiiRAO IrniiF 
25 N V &ADG11 

21 S K Hosmam 
25 Maiiomld \i I Tixnaii 
2G Nmii Bmv«h In mii BsKimi 

Bhctto 

27 Situ II ni Sii Ai nooi \ II Mioos 

28 I D Bos IF 

29 B E loss Nsrsn Giu FP 

50 JISNUSUIIOAR 

51 Mian Ghci ssi Kadir 5Id ‘'IIMii \n 

52 Sir H E Mods 

(3) Bengal — 17 

53 N C ClICNDFR 

51 Dr P X Baxfrii s 

55 Am m rvDP v N Chatiopsdiis \s s 

SO LaKSHMI KsNTA 51 MTR s 

57 Sr’’ss s Kcmm’ Som 

58 Akiiib Ciisndrs Datts 

59 Sii Ai DFP Haiiim 

40 11 Ml I Ciioss niiups AIoiismmi D 

Dm MI Kns\ 

41 Sip Annul II m im Giir'^N ss i 

42 Cross DUCKS Slkandh An 


45 SiiMKH Esfiiddin Aiimsd 

‘'IDDIQI n 

41 K Aiimfi) 

45 C C Jlinri 

4G 3 CiiM'M AN AIoptimii 

47 A Aikm \n 

48 Spuui Diiipindi \ K I sun i 

Cnoss mil I s 

49 Bvpc Bmin \Tii Bsjoi n 

(4) United Pro/mccs— 16 

50 E SMI \ DP SN STII Bs‘-ii 

51 C'liouniii I E sGiii ni Vsi m\ '^ i' i ii 

52 PsditSii Ki I'IIn s Di ri s Psnss m 
55 Bsdpi DsTi PssDi 

44 Sri Ppsks'-s 

55 Pandit Kpi‘'Ii\s K snt Mm ssis s 
5G ‘^iiPi Moiisn Lm "'SK'-ins 

57 ‘^iPDSP lof I M>p s ''i\(,n 

58 

5') Q\/i Moil VMM sn Aiimsd Kspmi 

CO Sir 5Iihimmsd 5 smin kiiss 

Cl 5IAIISI Ai dci IV sup 

C2 Dp Sii /is I ddin Viimsd 

G5 Moiissifd V/iisi In 

Cl I Hssmss ScopT 

05 Esis Bsiisdi I lvt~iisi Psi ‘'Im.ii 

(5) Punjab — 12 

00 ‘■II SM Lsi 

07 E SI7SDS II SN« E SI 

08 Bhsi Psi m s X snd 

09 SsFD Giici SM Biiik Nsipsm. 

70 51 SCI SN s / si sp Vi i Kn sn 
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72 Sip AIoiismsisd Mfiii ‘■iisii 
7 5 Shaikh Pspi-i-H so I’ll sms 

71 Xsss SP 5Iskiidi M lIu-'SiN (D 1 1 hi 
75 Sspdsp Msngsi ‘■ini ii 
70 ‘■SI DSP SSNI SiNClI 

77 M Gin s'-c DDIN 

(6) Bihar £L Oritia — 12 

78 S \TS S X SP ss SN ‘•[NI ii s 

79 B B V SI M s 
SO B l)s- 

81 PsNDIT Xll SK SNTS DS'- 

82 Esmss sn Pi s^sd 

8-5 (t SI I I “lI SNK SI -INI.H 
81 Ksii s'-H Bill SI I 1 SI I 
85 15 SI c E SM N SI ss sn ^ini h 

Ml All HAM'I Ml \ SI 'I SN 

S7 AIihsmmsd Vii-'n 

88 Msi isi Almis'is SD Vrm i Ghsm 

8*0 AISIISI SI S BsH Mil 1 Ps! Ps' 

\ II SI Pi S' SD “-I < H 
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Central Provinces and Berar — 6 

GOVIXD YX^A•iEK^AO Deshmckh 
Seth Goxrso Das 
Pandit SHAMSHUDiTrAL Miska 
Khan Babader K attae SiDDiQrE 

Alx Khan 

Seth Sheodass Daga 
M S Ane\ 

(8) Assam — 4 

Khladhae Ch aliha 
Bbotendta Xapaaan Choedhcpt 
Adder Eashxed Choedhext 
P J Grhtxths 

(9) Delhi- 1 

M Asaf Ali 

(10) Ajmer-Merwara — 1 

Eai Bahadep Seth Bhagchand 

feONX 


109 Sxp Gxpia Shankar Bajp^m 

110 Sip Aebrey Mittcalfe 

111 G H Spence 

112 C 01 G Ogxlvie 

113 K Santxva Eow 

114 J F Sheehtt 

115 A Bpokenshaxe 

116 V S Sendapah 

117 S P Chambers 

118 J A Mackeor-n 

119 K OUhadeva Attar 

120 Y K Sekthankap 

121 J X Talekdap 

122 AD Gopw VI V 
J23 J S H VP OMAN 

124 P A OlENON 

125 P 01 OIiNON 

126 A K Chandpa 

127 Basanta Klmap OIekerji 

128 Khan Bahadep Shaikh ner 

' . Mehavimad 

(b) Non-Officials (13')~ 


North-west Frontier Province — 1 


129 


ABDED Q tit EM 

NOMINATED— (39) 
(a) Officials— (26) 


130 

131 

132 

133 


The Honoepable Sip Xpipedpa 

Sip CAP 

The Honoerable Sir Percy 

James Grigg 
The Honoepable Sip OIehammad 
Zaepeli-ah Khan 
The Honoepabie Sip O'homas 

Si EM' APT 

The Honoepable OIp P 01 

OIaxwell 

B 01 St TIG 


134 

' 115 
‘ 136 

127 

135 
139 
110 

I 1‘1 


Sap DAP Bahader Sardap Sip 

Jawahap Singh 

X 01 Joshi 
Dp E D Dai vt 
Dp Fpancis Xavier Desoeza 
Ctptain Sabdar Sir Shep 

OIohammad Khan 
OIajof Xatvab Sip Ahmad 

Xatv.vz Khan 
Khan Bahadep Sib Abdel Hamid 
Hont Captain Sardap Bahader 
Dalpat Singh 

Lieet Colonel 01 A Eahmvn 
E VO Sahib X Sn a Eaj 
Hech Stevpt Town 
PeicivalE Dampen 
SH VMb-LI -Ul VTI V KaMAI LDDIN 

Ahmad 


The Council of State 


Budget Session' — New Delhi — 23rd January to 18th April 1939 


Tlie Council of Sfufe session, ivlneh opened ot New Delhi on the 21ril Tirnnn 
19'?'), \\as the fiist Budget session of tint Home to bo held in ndnnrc of tin tecdu 
blj md had 1 snecnl importance in conneetion with the Gmcinmnit orindn 
foithcoming Budget, the list that feir James G’ngg prc«cnlc<l 

As a reusing chamber, the Cotineil orelinarih begim it" "ittinfs eeine tiiiu 
after the As=emblj meets and sends up Bills and otlicr bu-ine '■e*- T!m nine 
howeecr, some amount of impoitant legislation, alieade iw uted m alicntinn nofabh 
the jMotoi Vehicles Bill, which was placed on the fable at '*inila and had <=iih( linn 
been “Bing in state”, and the Income-Ta'f Bill pa«=c<l h\ the \‘^‘Tmhh at ii- 
special session in Novembei 'Ihc Uiiper House was c\ic(ic(l in m iko all 
haste with the Income-Tax Bill =oas to enable the Jiniinc ^lflnh^r In Icc iln 
income-ta'C lates under the newh adoptcil ‘slab s\stcm and mcorionti thdu m 
(he Finance Bill The Wheat Bill, which imposed ui iinjiort l!ut^ of IN I i^r 
cwt on impoitcd wheat, also awaited its passage thiough the Conmd 

HAZVRiBAGit Tp \i\ Disasm 

Ml P N' Sapru and Mr Ho<satn Imam attcmidcd lo inoic an adjmuninriil 
motion to discuss the Ha/airibadi laihiac di«a«ter Sii Outhrtc Rt /•//, (hiif 
Commissionei foi Railwais, saicT that he would be in a j nsiimn lo ni iki a full 
statement on the accident a da} oi two later nnd lie sii!.^r-ifd ili it tin inn n.ji 
might he defeiicd till then Aftci some di--cus'-ion the inours iltctiI md ihi 
Picsident, 8u ManccLjt DudabUoy, fixctl 1 j) m on rinlii foi i ilthiic 

Moron Vi mci rs Bn r 


Ml S Roy, ‘scciefaij for the Comnninie itions Department, ne\l nmicd lint the 
Ifotoi Vehicles Bill, ns passed h} the Atscmiih lie t dm into i ntisidcrniini 

Ml Ro} tiacccl the histon of the Bill and sml ilm ,i cieri slice in tin 

pioccss of Its ciolution the Goiornmont were irinded h\ the aihm tun of r d 
wa} mteiests lint niainl} of prountes thiough the Tnnsimt tdiisn'-i (.onnil 
"Ml Ro^ pio^ccilcd to aiiahse the {)roii«ions md c\j>l nn the (hmci" m d' ii 

the Oiiginal Bill In the I egisl itnc As«cmhh He itferrcd to in niKiidnu it In 

which powot of objection to the giant of hceme was hiniicil to «ni'phtts <il mnl 
lianspoit onl} and was taken "waN from rnilwaas and inluid w iltr t in loit 
The olhei amendment lelited to compulsorc uisui ince, the oj'craiioa nf wh' h 
would be defen cd till Jul} 1 1^4) Interesting figures of insnrince iiumnim \< i 
given to tlic Council b} JIi Bov He said that as fir as thiv win I'lh to 
isceitain, the aniuial jiiemiums likel} to be neeessnn for the bmiis of uisu'-en 
now specified in the Bill would appiosiinaleh be as follows I’nvaic nni'itr v n 
Its 7b 8 Ta'^i-cal) Bs 110 A 20 scatcr bus Rs Jgj-S CiO.'hK lorrv I in' ' 2 
tons Rs 70-8, ovci 2 tons Rs SIS In coiulusion, Mr Bov sml tint Im Iwhrv.d 
that the Bill, if piopeil} worked would bung motor innsjiorl nniltr ii'aMiniV't 
contiol, jnevent the use of overloaded or iimafc vihnlc- s,Mire b, ttir driv'iu 
ind eliminate the habilimlh dangeioiiB diivcis The Bill ii id iietii ^rallll,^i lo n is 
1 loal public need 

Wnn-VT Di t\ Bili 


2GUi JANUABI —The house pas,.c<l without division and will out ain -lu 
ment to da} the Wheat Dutv Bill as passed bv the lA',-isi line Vs (nih'v ii 'Jk iiu 
impnit dnf} of Bs 1-S per cut on foreign wheat Mr F Iko b 
,‘'ccictaiv, Coniniorte Dcparinient moving lonsideratiaii of the 11! o nlu 
Instoi} of the measure and said tliat the dniv on wheit v lin h iat i 
lished in 19J7 hul to bo leiniiosed la«t Fovomber, bi\. uis* ilc mm'it o i- v , 
mg in 1922 10 had re-eiucrgnl on account of a humjicr world i ro > lu vi, 
low juices Hfi R H For/ cr moved an amendnnat sckni lOfiri ii t. ■ 
cliitv consignments of wheat or flour cntcrcvl inw mK at ihi j<i’i < 1 < i 
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if ^ -a/a/ifli'fa, supported the amendment while Sir A 
neutral Congress group, stated that 
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F Fairo opposed 
they would remain 


Income-Tax Amendment Bill 

Mr Chambers next moving the Income-tax Amendment Bill gave a general ex- 
5w ho'' ? the pronsions of the Bill Eefening to the ilovisions to check 
wnat has been tem(^ as legal avoidances by assessees, he admitted some of 
these as complex, but he aigued that if it caused headpche to the tax-dodgei and 
his advisers nobody need be worried Another object of the Bill he said avas to 
make the tax system more equitable This was achieved bv a change from the 
step system to the slab svstem Explaining the difference between the two svstems, 
he pointed out that undei the change effected about five-sixth of the assessees 
from the lower lange would be pajing less while about one-sixth of the upper 
range would be paying more. The next important change was in the roachineu 
foi assessment and collection The piesent Bill, he said, dmded the assistant 
commissioners into groups, according to the functions entrusted to them, namely, 
the appellate and executn e functions All these improvements, he claim^, uoiiicl 
not only bring relief to the tax-pajers but also result in obtaming moie revenue 
which would be distributed to the piocmces JIi Chambers then explained the 
principal changes efiectcd in the Assemblv and claimed that the Bill repiesentecl 
vast improvement in the existing law and machine! y and that it should furnish 
a foundation to the sjstcm which should be as good as in ana othei coiintrv 


27th JANDABY — The Council today resumed the discussion on the motion foi 
the consideration of the Income-tax Bill 6»r Davtd Detado’^s supjoiting the motion, 
felt that the asses‘=ment of the income of the wife in a place like Malabai would 
lead to eonsideiable haid«hip, paiticularh because, according to their law of inheritance, 
\t"wns not the sons of the infe but those of the sister of her husband, who inherited 
He also objected to taxing the income of States subjects, resident in Bntish India, 
and tlie agncultuial income from BiuTiia The hon JIi P N Sajnu announced that 
the Bill generalli met with his aiipioral Apart from the fact that it stiffened the 
ngom of law for the tax-doclgei the Bill by jiroxichng additional funds would be 
able to strengthen the democratic machiiien of the jironnces He favoured the 
accntal basis ot assessment but not the proposal to giie allowances for wife and 
children ]>Ii Hossatn Imam stated that he wanted the provision foi double income- 
tix'^ielief to he deleted Jlr Imam pointed out that those concessions were granted 
not by Indians but by then guardians He theiefoie wanted that all such concessions 
-should be withdrawn Mi Chamber'^, lephum to the debate, referied to the criticism 
that the bill w as a tax-gatherer s Bill and said that the Income-tax Bill must nccessanh 
be so but be pointed out that there were also mam piovisions which weie foi the 
benefit of the assessee. Tuniing to the aignmcnt regarding the aggregation income 
of husband and tnfe, 3ilr Cfiambers j'Ointed out that under the Bill as it stood 
now, onlv the income of the wife fiom the assets transfen ed to hei by her husband 
would be affected On the arguments advanced legarding the agncultm d 
incomes fioin States, Mr Chainbeis pointed out that at present such incomes weie 
assessed when bionght into British Incha, while the Bill proposed to tax it 
inespective of whether it was brought into Bntish Incha oi not The House then 
passed the fiist leading of the Bill 

HAzyRiBAGH Train Disaster (contd) 


The adjournment motion moved by the hon 5Ir P N Sapru and suppoited by 
Sped Hnssavi Imam of Bibai oier Hazaribagh disaster was next disposed of in less than 
an hour after Sir Gjithne Bussell’s statement which appeared to satlsf^ the House 
Sir Guthne chief commissioner of radwaxs, mfoimed that he had lecened the final 
report of the senior Goi eminent mspectoi of Eailwavs only this morning, thiough a 
S]>6cnl incsscuiicr 'I froni incjuiiiGS thut it is *1 dociiinGnt ot 60 lools^p 

jiages and refers to many points of detail The Eailway Boaid will examine tins 
tlocuraent before deciding upon the nature of the inquiiy to be institute into the 
disaster The need for an inquii-v has been stressed bx the Goi eminent of Behai 
in a telegrim to the Goicrnmcnt of Incha, which &ir Guthrie reid out Ufiis plea 
was based ujion a lesolution passed in the Behar Aperablv on Jan IJ A ccim 
of the debate on this icsolution, I understand, has been not let r^eicednom the 
Bihar Gocernment hj the Eailway Boaid But it is being sent foi Bom Mi r 
N Sarpn and Mr Hus-^atn Imam said tint the inquiry should be judicial ana 
impaitial, just as the Bfhta inquny was held by Justice Thom emd which Mi >-apiai 
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contendccl had cica'cd bomc confidemc n the inuid of the triMllm j ,!>i! 
\lthoiigh tt was tcehnitalh a reneiirc motion 3Ii ipni spee h a ,,u ht«l ni 
a vei 5 modtiatc tone and theie na« no s]>im of (eii-onon- iriii'!-!!! l.ni M*- 
Hmmin Imam, a\ho had M^ital the scent of ociiiTimc wliuh hi d' ntml n- t 
(■od-foi«akcn plate inqmicd what jxj-.itivc ellort-, wtie Ictmt- ninU m p,. < u> 
such disistcis m fntiuc \s icgitds the < ni--c of the accnii'iit of Hi inl>. h 
Lala liamsaran Day, Ie.idei of the rioj:rc--isc Pirta, who'-e k'ttr \ w ic nl iin» 
b\ Mr P N Sarpu, hid leferrcd to the sccenl rumours pa' lU n iii liliir 
and Ml Hussain Imam w is cntK d of tiie fvt thit the eopiire of fh' t in 
ittuallj passed while onU the coithcs weic derided nid c iiaiit ii c ^ 

Rusbdl, howciei, was more than ioiimikdI tint it w is i ilcn i i-o of s,!,, , , 
and went into an cxliaiistne detiil of the condition of iht i nlw i\ in k ii ih 
])iilicuhi pile He dismissul the thcoM of some latiiticd II ulwjf' s, ri mt-. in i 
at the root of the tionhle, h\ reluing w h it the ecnei il niinucr of the Li-. Iminii 
Kailwaj had told him quite icccnth, in Dtlhi lunicl' tint no rcilmt >n h .d 
been midc since I'Jif) on this Railw u 'llic apiHing niturt of liic in id\ ii i- 
lo'uilcd when Sit GiUhrit in answci to i ixiinted epu- ion b\ tlr Hu ' 
Imam, iiifoinied tint 21 peisoiis were killed and 71 tnjnrct} 

Tint the Goveinment of Iiidn will gi'c then i-irnc-i i onsiderition to thi 
lequcst of the Bihar Croieiiimcnt who haicscni i i(.h^iain iii^iia the ipisiaiiiut nt 
of an impiitial tnbiiinl to enquire into the tiain disislor neir llianlii.h onili 
L I B in pursuance of a icsolniion pa-cd In the Ibhir fs^embh \ a i)i 
assmance pien In 'eii Guthue Jtu'sell rtphinp to the dibik "i (.iiihric 
said that the final mioit of the scinoi (•o'crnnicnt insiector on tin lim 
Ills now been leiencd which will be i>h cd belore the (lO'einnicnt iiid ',dl b 
tonsideicd along with the leqiicst of the Bilni tio'cinnnni 

On this .issuianec the adjoiunment mo>ion was wiiiidiiwii 
I\tOMI-l\\ \MrM) BtlLftONni) 

28th JANUAUV —A dnision won In the (lo'cinnient niiikcsl the do-ii 
b'atc of the detailed debite on the lniome'la\ Bill to d n Ihe inicndnunt \ s 
mo'ed by Jlr Ram Das Pantidn, who sought to delete i pio'ision m tins 
SO of the Bill which ga\c the Centi il tioxcinment the imwcr to qqxiini is oi 
ac,coiintant member of the apiicllite tiilniiul am peison not i»o«'cssiiu tl i aqni-tii 
qualifications, if it was satisfied tint he hid qi diin iiions ird hul nhsji in 
csnenence or i chaiaitci whuh icinkrcil him sjni dile for qij ointii'int to t! i 
tiiuunal Ml Bantiilu said thu this pio'isicm hid i insixi s^minw. ms.nnv^ ni 
the minds of the Assocntions of \<ioiintants inil kiiditors tint tins woild 1" 
to the detriment of siuh qualified persons Ihe anicndmetu w n siippnitcd m 
Mcssis P N Sapru and Hossain Diiam ‘'ir Janas Gratt opj o-in,, r'llniicsl 
the oiigin of the in o\ iso and diselaiincd am intention to ] uk the tiilumd 
He assiiied the House that the pioiiso would neither be misuscxl o’" ib n. I 
'Ihe amendment was piessed to i dnjsion be the opiW'iiioii iiicl lo-t In _o lot- 
to 10 'Jhe House thcic.iftei concluded the second rc.nling of the Bill 

Hie Council ncAt lesumcd the thud leicling of the Bill md took up di- u-- on oi 
clause fisc Mr Santidas Asknran comiduncxl tint the touniil of pid,- 

the picscnt constitution had no eflectne lone in shaping measures like the income 
tix Bill, although its mcmbcis were more hkch to be ifles toil In its prm.soas 
He felt that such mcasiiies should be icfencd to a joint sch - 1 rc'mmi tn^ i>l 
both the Houses as was done m Eiiclind 'Jhe hpeatcr asserted fin' the <<m- 
gic=s Pirtj in the Asserabh tvis mist iken in the imprc-sinn that tine li id imi rn i-l t’ o 
bill bj means of the conipioniise forniiil 1 Ihca hid not, md pro'!-')' - t! o 1 dl 
IS it'was tinallj enieiging from the Couinil were likeh to retard the indi scna! j nvtc - 
ofthccountii Mr btokca p iid a inbutc to the Iinuuc Mcmiicr md In- in lO uu- 
foi piloting this measure The Bill contim=, ho said a at ded o wl a* c s p , 
icsult of a eoniproniiBe ind as smh wis i great achic'cmeiit for the I if'c’cc ’‘k ’ ' ' 
aaho had been able to weld tOcCthcr so niana diflenng opinions 

The Bill as amended w is ji is«c<l and the liou=c adjoin ned 
Inww Cotton Gk-s Ver 

30th JANUAR\ —The Council pas-cd to dn the Bill tea me, id ihcliuii.n t i 
Ccss Act, as passed be the Lcgisl itnc \s-cnibh Jhe House ici ci tc 1 an c ' id d 

ment, ineicasing the number of members oi the Indnn Ccuira! t o 'o i t<mmi c 
Bom ten to clcaen, the Ci.tia scat being alloUcci to the Bombaj Cedcifar. >i 
Industry , ' 
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The Councii albo pissed two other Bills, as pissed bv the Le^rislatne Assemblv 
namelv, the Bill further to amend the Ajmeer-Meru ira Jlunitipilities ivegulation and 
the Bill further to amend the Hestructue Insects Pests Act 

Moxoe Vehicles Bill (coetd ) 

The Coancil, thereafter, lesumed the debate on the second reidintr of the Motor 
Vehicles Bill Befoie it rose for lunch, the Council had disposed of clauses J to HI, 
uith Id ofhcial ind three non-oflicial nmendraents The three non-oificnl amendments 
were moved bj Mr Bamadas Pantuhi, who also unsiiccessfiilh attempted foiu other 
amendments One of Mr Pantulu’s amendments, which was accepted, sought to 
extend to co-operatne so.ieaes of pniate i ehicle-owners the provisions of the Section 
relating to co-operatne insunnce. Another of Mi Pantulus amendments, which 
sought to gne Proimcial Goiemments the power to reduce the working hoais of 
diners, n is rejected, after a debate which brought a lare sparkle of anima'tion to the 
iisiialli sed«te House. Ihe changes proposed by the amenciment were an increise in 
the intercal of rest after e\er\ fa\e hours, from half an hour to one hour, the reduc- 
tion of daih hours from nine to eight, .ind of weeklv hours from oa to 48 Mi 
Pantulu based his jdea on human and humane grounm? 

3Ir S N Boy exidained that simihir provisions v, ere proposed in the Assemble 
and bupiKirtcd bj the Government but were rejected, perhaps as a lesnlt of the absten- 
tion of some members of 3Ir Pantalus Puty (Congiess) The Goeernment, 
therefore, did not like to supjmrt the amendments in this House. He also suggested 
th It, if iiowers in the in itter of fixing the hours of work were left to indi\ idual 
ProMnees, uniformitv of rules might be lost and dnveis fiom one Pronnee nught 
< , find themsehes m ditbciilties in .mother 

• * *- , The amendment was lost without a diMSion 

Eesuming after lunch, the Council rapidly passed the remaining Clauses and 
feehedules of the Bill and Mr S N Boy, Communications S^ecietarv, mo.ed that 
the Bill, as passed by the Assembh and amended by the Council, be passed 

Ihe hon Sir Thomas Stewart, Communica'ions 31ember, replymg, leassured 
the House th it the object of this me.isure was not to strangle ro id triusport On 
the sngirestion that the Bill u as the lesult of compromise, Su Thomas observed 
that be'' was content to accept the tenn ‘•compromise” if it meant that everybody 
got 'together to pool their wisdom and the result of this imoling was considered as 
a compromise He admitted that this long mnd complicate Bill u is not the best 
’ possible and that there might be defects, which expenence alone could reveal But, 
he said, it would do much to solve the problem which it was intende to meet 
The House then passe the Bill The House then adjourne till the 13th Feb 

Pailwax Bcdget Ppeseeted 

13th FEBRUARY —The Council of State held a short sitting this mommg 
when Str Guthme Bussell, Chief Commissioner of Kailwavs, presente a statement 
of the estimate expenditure and revenue in respect of Railways (See Assemblv Section) 

Earlier in the mornmg, the Income-Tax Amendment Bill, as fiuther amende 
bv the Lemslative Assembry, and 'the Indian Merchant Sbipjnng Act Amendment 
Bill, as p^se by the Assembly, were laid on the table of the Council 

Iscome-Tas Ajiexd Bill (coxtd ) 

15th FEBRUARY — ^3Jr A J Batsman, Finance Secretary, moving that fiuthei 
amendments made by the Legislate e Assembly in the Income-Tax Amendment Bdl 
be adopted, jxnnte' out thit the Assembly had made three amendments, two 
of which were of a purely cerbal nature. As regards the third, it nas entirely in 
the interests of the ass'essees The House adopted the amendments without 
discussion 

3Ierchaet Shippisg Ameed Bill 

3Ir H Dow, Commerce Secretary, next moied that the Bill to amend the 
3Ieichaat Shipping Act as passed hj the Legislative Assembly be taken intocon- 
sideiation Heexpluned that the mam object of the amending Bill was to jiermit 
shipping companies to make deductions from the salaries of seamen employed by 
them, in pursuance of a scheme to institute prondent funds for the benefat of their 
emplojees He explained that such deductions were not permissible under the 
present law After passmg the Bill, the House adjourned till February IS 
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Hindu Moxogomods Marriages 

p ^ Saprit moved the second resolution asking foi a committee to enquire 
into and report on the question of the desuabihtr of a legislation for rendei- 
ing Eundu marriages strictly monogamous pioudiag foi then legistiatioii and dis- 
solution undei certain conditions Sn Ramnm Menon had no objection to the resolu- 
tion but he difleied uith the method of approach to the problem Ml Shivlal MoUlal 
rao\ ed ail amendment and he did not anticipate much opposition to this lefoim irhich 
he sard rras orerdue He said as the law stood todaA a Hindu could marry any number 
of wires This state of affaiis must be ended Sued Hossain Imam had no objec- 
Jion to tire resolution pionded it affected the Hindu 'conimumtr alone Mr V 
Ramdns Fantulu assured the House that the Congress partj riorild whole-heartedly 
support the resolution As a matter of fact, m an amendment moved bj one 
member of his party, they had gone fiuthei than the onginal resolution Hie ikohi- 
tion, he said, did not ask foi a legishtion but only for a committee of enqiutj 
to ascertain if the legislation uas desinble and r\as demanded bj the public 

hlr F H Puclle^ Home Seeietaiw, opposed the resolution on behalf of the 
Goremment He said the icsolution uas too compiehensne and rrould pioride quite an 
unmanageable job for a single committee Then, again, the committee of enqnirj as 
suggested was undesiirble Feai uas expressed ih some quaiteis that the icfoinis 
suggested might make the lot of Hindu riomen Inidei just as the haida Act 
led to moie child raaniages Moicorei, the tommittee iiould ncvei come to such iinaui- 
mous decisions as would enable the Goremment to iindcitake the diafting of a 
Bill The resolution rras lejected rrithout a chrision 

The Nava Discipline Bill 

‘ 7th MARCH —The Council took up to-daj the Indnn Xary Distiphne Bill in the 
fonn recommended by the Governoi-Geneial Ibe Bill bad been tluorrn out by 
the Legislatire Assemblj in the oiigmal as rrell as in the ceitified foira H E the 
Commander-tn-Chtef, moving that the Bill be taken into consideiation, said that 
it rras a short and simple one In biief, it rras designed to enable the naral 
leseive forces, rvhen they rveie formed to be biougbt under naral discipline. It 
rr IS, m fact, an extension of the piorisions of the Indian Naval Discijihiie Act of 
1931 to these reset ves The Goremment aheidj had porrer to raise the leseires 
under the piovisions of the Goremment of India Act, but it must take power to 
bring them under naral discipline and this rras all that wrs now reqmied 

His Escellencj proceeded to explain in detail the composition of tlie four 
reserre foices proposed to be cieated and pointed out that the full strength of these 
foices rrould not be reached lu less than eleven oi trvelve jears and would most 
likely not exceed fifteen oi sixteen linndied oSiceis and men All the ratings 
rrould be jiossible to secuie a substantial Indian raajoiitj, in the Ofticei ranks Explain- 
ing the clauses of the Bill, His Excellency lefeiied to the distinction made beta een 
failuie to attend training and failure to attend rrhen called into actual service. The 
piovision regarding eridence of failuie to attend lud dorrn that a ceitificate pnrpiir- 
tmg to be signed by an ofticei appomted in this belialf undei the lule', stating that 
the member conceiiied failed to attend, shall, rrithout pioof of the signature oi 
anpointment of the Oflicei, be evidence of the nnttei sLated therein An amlogv, said 
His "■ be found in the acceptance by conits of catificates issued 

by 1 To require the officer to ajipeai before a court ererj time 

he issued a certificate would be impracticable duimg rvar time 

The Council passed the Bill m the form recommended bj the Goreinoi-Geneial 
by 28 votes to 11 

Discussion on BAiLriAi Bodgep (contd) 

9th MARCH — Geneial discu'rsion on the railway budget rras resumed to-dar Mr 
Hossain Imam opened the attack on the budget and diiected his criticism at detailed 
jioints He condemned the ‘laicP on the lerenue leseire fund in the financial year 1937-3S, 
and Slid that the deficit in 1933-39 rvas much gieatei than that declaied, because Rs 38 
lakhs, which rveie due to the pionnccs, had not been paid and should, theiefoie, have 
been added to the deficit He welcomed the doubled import duty on larr cotton 

Jlr V Ramdas Pantulu said that taking into account all the eiicumstances, both 
national and international, the budget rvas not to his mind unreasonable. He, Jmrver er, 
opposed the imposition of an added duty on raw cotton He contested the assartion ol 
the Fmqnce ^Minister that the expenditure on defence as compared to other countries, was 
rerylorr and illustrated his argument by saymg ‘If you take one rupee from a man 
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ivhosD earning was Es 8 onh the dcpnvalion of one ni]XK: is eprion«, wIhIl if ssi t ili 
one million rupees from i man i\ ho earns eight millions, the lO's imII hti omiui nils 
less ’ 

Rat Bahadur Lala Ram Saran Das, Icaiki of the OpPO'ition (lc< 1 irnl t!i i! iln 
Finance Member had under-estimated sields, both from tiic e\(pcdtit% on sii_ ir md 
income-tax Had Sir Tames Giieg not indulged in this nnder-c~iini ino,i tluri noild 
lia\ e been no budgetted deficit 1 he speaker adiO'’atcd an cnlnmcment of the imiort 
dutj on foieign pieregoods and nas of opinion tint the import of inn'liinci' ind 
textile goods should not bo o\ ertaxed 

Ml R H ParAcr did not belicic that if the British conncetion i\ is seicroi Imlu 
11 oiild be in a position to boiTOii citliei infeinalh orcMeindh on i si\ |tr nut bisi 
He reminded the House of his waimngtolhc riniiitc Alcmbci lo t\pe i dinani-litn 
leturn with Customs on account of tlie existing high level of nisioiiis dnt Mi 
Paikei iiiged on the goiernment to reilntc the t ixatioii of niotoi trinsiori win h li 
thought, would greath assist to inciease the piospenti of the eonntri iml would bun, 
them ample compensation in other forms Thespeakti pi n ed befoit the Hon c tin inw^ 
of the Bombaj Chambei of Commeri e on the t>io[ioscd iiu ri wo of the dull on loion 
The Chamber feared, concliidetl Mi Farkci that the im liision of tin- 1 1 \ iii the bid i 
might spoil anj chance that theie was, of the (cnti il legislature ixcpting the pto, o nl 
Indo-Biitish Agreement 

Rat Bahadur S N Mahaia desciibed the budget top hciM in ihirifter bunk i 
some to the taxpaier and step motlieih in tieitmcnt to nation-bmldin,. nliutn- 
though ho admitted that it had ccitiin more pleas uit features ihin its iwt^le ts-ors 

iMi P iV iSapru gave the budget a mtxal rc( eption He ' iid tint the m iiii iiioblmi 
of Indu was to provide avenues of cmploimont and livelihood for ilu urov mg milli >ns 
of the population He hoped that the Maiqiicss of Linlithgow s immc<li iic s\mi it! r'lt 
intcivcntion in Rajkot to save the life of Indin- gic-vlc-t man was \n imlu iiion of i 
change foi the better attitude of the Govcinment of Indn From the s(i],d|o!nl of 
piinciple, Ml F-apiii consideicd the doubling of thediitv of lavv votton both unsound iiid 
unjust He jileadctl foi grc.itcr CO ojiei ation between lil 1 inanie Ministers of Indi i md 
suggested a conference to discuss the question of at oordinatcd Imim id pnlnv Wt 
have in India not one Gngg but eleven [Str Jamet Grin;;— 'So, \o \o) 

S\i James Gngg, in icjilv, rebutted the a<eusatioiis of sicji niothcilv (rcitniciit toil c 
dev elopment dcpartinciitfe Uefeniiig to theoihci amisition of Invin,. no ic,.nd fo> 
the needs of the piovintcs, Sii T lines (iiigg deal ircvl tint hw object hid luv'ji to stm 
jiiovinces on then autonomous wav with as good < himcs of solvciu v w could be disind 
As for the diflieultv i luscd bj the coniurrcnt ticbl of i ixntion the 1 iii'iuc Miinbi 
pointed out that if and when the luociedings of the 1 1 st I in ico ^bnlstcrs lonfcrenn i 
Hellii were disclosed it would be found tint the jiroj o iK were made to mis i ih it 
diiiiciiltv and those projiosils would be feasible even now insjnte of the Itahni (oii< 
judgment There was, he declared, no question of droppnm the 1 itniire thni--ti rs 
Conference but his jiicoecujiations with the Income tax Bill in idc n imj O'-ib’o to 1 idd 
a conference again Lcfcnding the incicascd imiioit dutv on rivv co.ion, t! i 1 in n ■ 
Membei icfeiien to two extenuations fiistlx, ronsidcriiion that one of the uuidi in', 
jnesciibed for the grant of protection was ibiindant supjdv of lavv ni iten il ind -so idiv 
on the gioiind of financial necessitx Needs must he iiict when the devil diovi ludji 
asbiircd the House that the devil that drove was not Hint ishirr but IinaiiM Tl i 

duty would have the imulciitil cilect of heljiing the giovvcr and w is le-ist bimbusvi u 

He was eicdiblj infoimed that the eilet t of the dutv in the i we of the mill' whu 'i u 1 
entirelj impoited cotton, would be one pie per Mid of doth iii le’iil jncc lud tbi 
average eficct on tlic whole mdustrx would be one third to out lifth of a j' ■■ j- - 
viidof cloth A coiinteiv ailing dutv on imjiorted < loth and virii dtmiudcil bv imiv 
Clitics would bninr no gun but would onh accclrnte tin dccliin of ''m mj-o oi 
Lane ishiic goods which foiii xcars luo prcxlm cvl Its 2^7 hk!" but h 'd no sj r,.|>l to 
Es JOO lakhs Tuiiiing to the criticisms of the dtfciuc biuLc' ''ir I i i '.ii 
Iionilcd out that the Ch itficld rcjioit mmht mike radicil tnnsfonn iiio i in l! c s > n'm i 
of the militarv problem of India and until tint trui'bi initioi hid t d * P* i i 
w IS idle to answci questions , answers would be out-ofdite vin ^>,0 Ju ]i un 
invited the hon members to consider whcihei Indi i ' cxi>'’ndiin>i <>i iiosi < m i 
01 four per cent of the total n itional nuome w is to be n iniol di-pwi^si-a o i-"! < < u 

allowing for hei fiilaiuial economic coiulition wlciuv. - kniiwn % i it t >ria itait ni 
sjiciid on defence 12W per cent, uid Gi.ruiiu\ 2) jsr ccui (d tbo o > i! 
incomes i 
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expected fiom mnj companies nnd cacn il it vas Bupplicil it Mould Ce In ih 
imccuiate He, theieforc, suggested tint the propei m n for prounlmg m the miUi 
Mould be to seek the expansion o£ the rclati\c climes of tlieJiuomt 1 1\ 'u! 

Ihe House icjected the cnculalion motion and idjoiirncd till 'Minh It 

Discpimisvtiov in Kps'! \ 

ICth MARCH — Non-offieial Bills and resolutions figmed on the n'-cndu i lirii !’ . 
Council met tlm morning The uliole liineh Httmg mis o'iujichI miiIi a di- n*- nu 
on Mr H N Kumrua ie«oltition iceommcndiiig to the (imuiior turn -il in 
Council to consey to liis Majestj’s &o\ernment of the Unitcil Knmdi m tin folm 
of indignation nnd lesentment Mith Mhicli the Kein i HiHdamls tJidu m Coi’n. d 
Mhich insohed discrimination against Indiins, Mnsrctcucil in this tmnilrv fo 

pspiessing indignation at tlic attitude of the Bntish Gmcnimnit sii_j,(-.iiiig u sslnui.n 
at lion, M CIO made, the onlj, dissentient soitc being Air B 11 1 uUi Mr U 

Kunzui apmcciatcd the eftorts of the Gmcinment of India to adi ime the i nur .u 
Indnn setticis in Kenya though he icgicUcd tint tlics )i id not met Miib si,,. 

Ml Kunriu legaided the establishment of n Highland Botrd iwili i ] iiro,< n 
nnjoiitj theieon as the most objectionable fcatuie ot the Older Alt Kini/’iii slifo! 
We all aie citirens of the Empiic but aic being di«eiimniatcd aeiinst ni tl t umi i 
lies administeicd In his Majests's Goicrnment disrninuiatinn mil in funm.i 
Bntishcis alone but all Emojicaiis, mespcctnc of the fui wlietlui tbes InduMit 
fiom a countrs fiicndlj oi hostile to Biitiin 

Sir Jarjdtsh Piasad hoped that things m Kenja Mould iniiiioie in lime toionu 
His oMii comictioii MIS that as the constitutional adiiiue in liidn pru-U- eil ij , 
josition of Indians abioad Mould improie Hr Tagdisli aslc<l Hit lloi r to i>i 
ditliculties Mitli a feeling of hope and not gne uaj to aiigei lie n-uied tl cm ilij 
efloits to seem e justice to Indians Mouh! be continued nnd the Imliiii i uih mu 1.1 
lie jnessed &ii Jagdish hoped that intnl ammosils Mould dinjij ear mdlmhus 
Mould base no cause to feel humiliated in niij jnrt of the Biiinh titnini'uiMt d.h 
llejihing to the one spcLihc point laiscd, hesiid thil so fn is lu kncM il.i fun, 'mu 
of the Highlands Boaid m iclation to Indian jiiojiciis Mould be uImmus 'llj 
lesolutioii Mas caiiied, the Goieriimcnt not ojiiiosing 

Indian CoMMissfONnn On kips 

Ml £? S UoUlal mo\ed a ic«olution reiommcmliiiu to the Goieriior (uiier 1 
in-Coiincil tint the stale of pas of all Indian (Oniiniss)oncd olluris it nii.nl sj >„, 
until Bs (lOO Mas icselicd, Mhith Mas inidequito, sjiould he sm p,j\ riii’-,! 
He said tint ICO dicii onl) Bs JtX) niontlih liuniig the fiisj luo \t uv t. ni . 
of Mhieli he hid to sicnd Bs dlQ for mess and l.aiid iliirgcs , thus he m left \,u*i 
Ks 30 onh Mith mIiuIi he MascNjiccted to inaiiit iiii Iniiiself on the rcfjm-ite sniu! it.l 

Ihe Commander-iJi-C/itc/, tcjihing to the debate, said tint it m^ ..nuiill 
accepted that ofliccis of am scniee senmg in then omii touiilrs sjiould lie given 
less sdaricb than foreign conficies Iiulnn commissioned raids of lie \nii% o’^m 
nnlij icctncd ns mucli salan as Biitish tolleigiies hut Mith tlic iiurcist ui ,! < 
iiumbci of Indians it was decided that Indian otiiccrs slioidd apjiroMinaith t.\iie. 
link foi lank Mhat Biitisli oflitcis Mere getting in Britain Ills L\<iii(iu% t,im (d 
liguics to shoM that Indians liad not been uiigeiicroush trei'cil Ho liso foniu 1 
out tint the dilleiciiee belMCcn the cinolumeiits of Biitish and Inelnn o'mer- of th. 
simc nnk CMsted iii all senucs not jiceulni to the anm of hidn ihm (if t' , 
tMO alternative while laising the pas of Indnn eonimis=ioncd offi. ns « >- uuj isiu, 
ible in view of the insistent demand for reduttion in the cost of the \nu\ m h.di i 
the loweniig of tlic scale of jiaj of King’s commissioned ofliccis Mould no’ Kfiirf.. 
Bntish ofheers 

Mr G S Mohlul Mithdrew the motion with the jcniiis-ion of tlic lb ue 
Administration or MO=(}ti> in Dniii 

On the motion oi Kunwar Hajt Ismatl Ah A/mw the (.onunl i_’'n 1 lo n n 1 *. 
foi eliciting opinion on the Pill to make better j.rovisioii fo- I'le td nni'-'r . ■ i < t 
mosques in Delhi Mr Pirck/e, Home sciielarv, informed tlie lli.iis. t.n’ '’o t, r. a. 
lucnt’s attitude he eletcrimued by the views reici'cd The tennu t tin , 
adjoin nod till Mnuh22 

Si \ND VPD Mi k.hts Tear Br Imm v 

22nil MARCH —The Council held i brief sitting of ilnriv n nua- to u-v d .i 
which it passed five oflienl bills, rcsCiitlv pissiNl b\ tbe I/X-nl i no \ '*"*43 Jj 
// Dow, Commerce Sccrctarv, moving that the bill lo c^l dih 'i i Mii jTd i*. ’ 



THE COUNCIL OF STATE [ new delhi- 

thiougliout Biitish India be taken into consideiation, explained that the question 
ot piescnbina a scale of standaid weights and measuies thioughout Biitish India 
had been iindei consideiation of the Go\ eminent of India fiom time to time The 
constitutional position was that the Cential Government was lesponsible foi the 
estimlishment of standaids of weights, while pioiincial governments neie concern^ 
lUth -weights and measuies The Bill, which had the entiie siippoit of pioiincial 
goieinmeiits, nieseiibed standaids The enfoiceraents of the use of weights passed 
on these standaids was a mattei foi pionncial goieinments Mi Dow infoimed the 
House that seveial Governments hid tlie necessaij legislation and weie awaiting the 
passage ot this bill The Bill was passed 

iNDiiN Merchant Shipping Amend Bill 

Kumuai Sir Jagdtsh Prasad next moitd that the Bill to fuithei amend the 
Indian Mei chant Shipping Act be taken into consideiation He explained thatundei 
the existing law childien undei one jeai of age weie not taken into account foi the 
pnqiose of computation of pilgiims to be earned on a pilgiim ship and weie not 
allotted any space This was in conflict with the piovisions of the international 
sanitaiy convention He fuithei explained that all ships fiom Netheilancls and h^g-jpt 
confoimed to this comention The Bill was passed 

Insurance Act Amend Bill 

Ml H Dow moved that the Bill to amend the Insuiance Act be taken into 
consideiation He pointed out that the Bill made no mental changes in the law' 
recently passed by the Cential Legislatuie It only lemedied ceitaiii technical 
defects, w'hich weie discoveied dining the detailed examination of the Act 

Ppotection op Designs Bill 

* • Ml Dow moied that the Bill fuithei to amend the law lelating to the piotection 
of imcntions and designs be taken into consideiation He explamed the necessity 
for amending the law in Older to put a stop to the impoit of goods beaiing piiated 
signs registeied undei the Indian Patents and Designs Act The Bill was passed 

Workmen’s Compensation Amend Bill 
Ml MSA Hydan, Laboiii Secietaiy, moved that the Bill fuithei to amend 
the Woikmen’s Compensation Act be taken into consideiation Mi Hydaii pointed 
out that conflicting decisions of High Coiiits had laised doubts as towhethei on 
a( count of esjnession “employed on monthly wages” occuiiing in the definition of 
“woikmen” in the Act a woikei whose w'ages weie paid othei wise than by the month 
01 on a monthly basis could nuclei any cucumstanccs claim the benefits of that Act 
That a ivoikei should be debaiied on that giound alone was neiei the intention of 
the Act and hence the Bill The Bill was passed 

Cotton Ginning & Pressing Bill 

!Mi Dow lastly moved that the Bill to amend the Cotton Ginning and Picssing 
Act be taken into consideiation He pointed out that the Cotton Ginning anS 
Piesbing Act was passed with tlie object of putting the tiadein a position to piotect 
itself against cei tain malpiactices It had been lepiesented to the Goieinment that 
a iigid application of the Act confeiied on a peison, who made a contiact foi the 
piiicliase of baled cotton, the light to leject a bale in fulfilment of a contiact if it 
was not maiked as lequned by the law, theieby causing gieat haidship to tiade The 
Bill so amended the paiticulai section of the Act as to limit the light of a puichasei 
to leject a bale The Bill was passed and the Council was adjourned 

Indian Eecruitment to Eailwats 

23rd MAECH —An inteiesting discussion ensued to-day on Pandit Kunzru’s 
lesolution, which uiged the Government to take steps to bring about a substantial 
inciease in leciuitnient of Indians of jiuie descent to the senioi suboidinate 
sei vices con ti oiled by Class I lailwa^s and the Eailway Boaid and, to provide the 
same amenities to Indian emplojees as aie provided for Anglo-Indian employees 
Pindit Kunziu exjilained that his lesolution refeiied to disabilities sufleied by 
Indians in lesjiect of emplojment and amenities Speaking on the disabilities 
in lespect of employment. Pandit Kunzru showed by figuies ‘how the Anglo-Indian 
community had enjoyed a piepondeiance in certain blanches of lailway seiiice 
Indians, it was true, had secuied moie places duiing the last ten -ieais, but 
it was at the expense of Biitisheis while the position of tlie Anglo-Indian commu- 
nity had lemained unchanged He asked whethei it was a wise policy to allow 
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p%e of mcssaces 3ir Puckle, B.omG Secretary, in tins connection, explained that the 
DOwer 1 ested in Government the Telegraph Acthadierv rarely been exerci<=ed 
by the Go ernmen^ In regard to the power vested in the tele^aph oliicers b^ telearanh 
rules, the Home Secretary pointed out that in almost erery case, the tele^aph 
authorities consulted the cinl authorities of the place before *^akmu any action ° The 
cm] unthontiCB, howerer, only tendered adiice, and the respo^nsibilitv for rvifo- 
holding a message entuely rested with the Telegraph Department In regard to 
wftrnd, it wrs given, if applied for in case a ihesbace was withheld under the 
Telegraph Act 


INTESTATE Snccrssiox Ahoxg Paksis 

^e Council then passed, with two amendments, both niored bj the morer, Ulr 
Af i\' Dalai s Bill to amend the Indian Succession Act m respect of intestate 
succession among Parsis The House then adjourned 

Certified Fixasce Bile Discussed 

25th MARCH ' — ^The Council of St ite held the briefest sitt ng of the scasion tins 
afternoon It sat for exactla seven minutes, during which the Chair read two 
messages fiom the GoveTior-General In one His Excellency had stated that the 
Legi'slatire Assembly had failed to pass the Fmance Bill m the form recommended 
and in the other he certified that the pas‘'age of the Bill wrs essential to the interests 
of Bnfish India and had recommended to the Coimcil to pass the Bill in the re- 
commended form The Bill was laid on the table of the Council and copies were 
distributed to the members after which the Chair announced that it wall be taken up 
for consideration and passage on Tuesday the 2Sth instant 

2Sth MARCH — ^The recommended Finance Bill came up for consideration in the 
CdiuiciI of State to-dav Mr A J Eat'tman, Secretary of the Finance Department, 
nioveil that the Bill be taken into consideration He* explained the circumstances 
imder which the Bill had come before tlie House in a recommendeil form He said 
that the C-ouncil was fanuliar with the prorisions of the Bill as thej had alrcadj 
been explained in detail in his Budget speech 

Rat Bahadur Pamsnra'i Das Leader of the OpposiDon, took a strong exception 
to the method of certification used in the case of the Finance Bill He said that 
ceitificahon was a measure provided onlj for emergencies and should not have been 
made a normal feature, as had been the case for the last five years He aserted that 
estimates m the Buduet were undei estimated and protested agamst the doiiblmg of 
duty on foreiun cotton He announced that he and his party would not take part m 
the disenssioiT of the Bill, for, in his opinion Government should hai e given some 
consideration to news expressed by the non-oSicial members of the Central 
Legislature 

Hon Ifr Pamdas Pantulu, Leader of the Congress Party, opposed the Bill and 
said that it was abla^k record for the Finance Bill to have been certified for the 
last five veais Tt was useless for them to participate m the discussion on the 
Bdl as It' was not open to them to make any changes in it He clnmed that it 
was never the intention of the framers of the constitution that methods of certifica- 
tion should be ns^ so often Ht is the negation of democratic pnnciples and the 
least we can do is to dissociate ourselves from the passage of the Bill ” 

Eeplving to the debate, Air A J Batsman Fmance Secretary, said that he did 
not propose to tiav erse the political arguments on the basis of which certain parties 
had decided to refiam from participating m the debate The Finance Secietarv 
challensed the accuracy of the statement made by Lala Ramsaran Das that 100000 
tons of 'Java sugar were already float Turning to the statement made by Mr Hos- 
sain Imam that the institution' of the Reserve Bank had led to a fall in the profits 
which the Government formerly made for currency, Mr Raisman said that it was 
a tnbute to tlie mtegntv and impartiahty of Government pohey They had establish- 
ed a more or less autonomous currency authonty and thev are content to receive 
from it a certain share of the profits which it made. It was true that the profits 
TTcrB lower tb'in accrued to Government when tliev were themselves the cu^enev 
authority But he claimed that the resulting advantages far ontwemhed foe loss to Cential 
revenues As regards foe cnticisni of foe exchange pohey of the Goveminent, Air 
Raisman j’Ointed out that foe efiect of foe policy often a’ ocated by foe critics of Govern- 
ment would he to raise five or sis crores from extra taxation to meet foe increased 
expenditure which ft would entail 
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The House pu‘''=eil Iho riiniuc Hill, in the form re omnunili''! Ii t'u .n •>'- 
genenl bj 27 io^c-> to 12 the Miiblim League I’lrtj ienniiuu_ iiLUtnl I Ik ( > iii i! 
then arljouined till 3Jlh 2Iiuh 

30th MAnCrl — Tlie Council of ‘^tatc pac-'Crl 1)\ 2S to lo t’l 

that the Indo Biitish Tiide Agiceincnt be aimrotcd 'Ihe Coined tlitri dor idjiiiu 
cd till 4th Apiil 

Foi rtGsrrs’ Ri gi'^tp mion Rii i 

4th APRIL — The Coun'>il to d IV took into coimuLni ion and in'—! I ib' Bill fo'- 
the legist! ation of foicigners in Riitwh Tridn a-> in-=elln tin If- 

PuJle, Home bceictua intiodiinng the Bill and mo iiig (onsKh-a'io i of ifu 1 t! 
cvplaincd the salient fciturcs of the Bill He jKiintel out ihi' the(„nr'iin i* d ! 
not intend to burden the Proiin'-id Goats and the o'h ids (Oinetind aaith n -o - 
ing the JOOOOO Nopilesc the SO.fHD Vfghiiis and be'ui, n 'iinn uid i)nMM 
nationals of othci contiguous countiies who itcrc ic^idciit m Iiidii \or did th 
intend to applj the pioiisioiis of the Ait to British siihje ts no doni ilt 1 m ili 
United Kingdom Mi Sapru suppoited the Bill hiit it the smie tiiiu unhdd t’u 
amendeil definition of the teiin ‘foicigncr" tli P,int>i!u uho iLi ‘•nii,Kir I ih 
Bill, evplaincd that though it uasnot entirch siii-.fi nna it would pio ub i fii tin 
Goieinment winch was icsiiaiisiblc to the bgish'mc wiili powu- wlmh tlu pit <nt 
Goietnment was not able to U'-e RctiUnig, Air P«tA' s-nd tint ihc tiou nmniir.id 

ed w all s\ mpatha the objc t of the diange m the definition of forcig lei- liui )ii wtnid 
point out that this Bill was not intcndcl as i ictdiitoii meisiirt lli>a b 1 1 o bi 
means, lie said, of letaliatioii foi slighting iicitmenl of Iiidiin iiiiionl- 

Ihe House passed the Bill without dnision Uhc Council then iiljourned 

The 1 \i irr Bn i 

11th APRIL —The Tnitl Bill lelating fo mugnesmm ihlorub, pipir iiid ptivj 
pulp, silk and silken goods and liiokcn rice is pi'-=e(l ha the \s cmbla w n mini 
duced by All Dow Commouc Sc>rctar> uid pissed with in imuidiimni AIi l>iw 
intioducing the bill aiinouiKcd tint the imcmlmciit which be woild imni p tbi 
nc\t stage of the bill w is the le-ult of i lompiomiso rc-nbed m tlu, I*- mbla 
with icgaid to the duta on wool pulp 'Ihc (loacinmcnt had aucptc<l lint tlu duta 
should be piotcctiac but his ameiidinent pioaidcd tint the tint! ‘■hoild beJjpee icni 
icla iloiem 01 Rs 30 whithcaer w is higbei 

The motion foi eonsideiation of the bill haaiiv been adoptcrl, Air Dnw mo cd bn 
amendment Bj an imendmcnt i anted icaiiist the Goicrnmcnt in the \-'mbla 
the duty had been laiscd to Hs 3'i 

All Pmitulu, opposing the amuidnicnt said tint liic Coiiiu il w is no* inform '1 luni 
the Goaciiimcnt hid icaihefl i eompiomne with the OpjKi'ition on tin \^' mbh 
Lola iJanisnran ZPas supported Air Pmtnln while Alt Ho'^^aMi Inuni fdt dnf ibi 
amendment was in the interests of the piodmer and lOiisuinci AR Dm r(,'l'm~ 
said that It w lb understood that wlicn the bill was retnrncl wiib tin- imcndincit to 
the Assembly it would be icccptcd Air Dow btra-sc<l lint the (lOMninicni wi-i 
sitisfied that the dutj of Rs 50 w ib quic adequate to giae prole iion to a,ovl pi Ip 
indiistiy oaci the nes.t scacn jearb 

The amendment ind the bill areic then jnssed without a dianion llic Hot 
then adjouined 

Co\L AIf^^s S\ru\ But 

14th APRIL —All M S A ^fi/dnri, Libour Sc^ictarv moacd rondir-t n of 
the Bill to make furthci proamon for s^fota ni loil niniC' i- | i- i\ i i 
Lcgislitivc Ab'-cmhlj Themoaet quotcil fiets to illii-tritc tin ncs'l md urn i <i 
thcinuasiuc It w i- c-tinutcd in 1030 he said that there w etc 57 fir. - in _ • <iii • r i 
collicricb It w IS now estimated tint flic number of fire- in ib loMn' i' i -d * i 
to 71 These hi Cs coiistituteil i source of griai dimer no' onia to t m i oi lu 
aahiili thc> lagal lint also to adjoining niinc' L\i>lnnm- the miiii on <* t- 
of the Bill, nanicla, cnfoiecmcnt of -towinc in the initrcsis of ne' ■’'ul f a 
to ab-ibt m paaingfor it. Air Hadan icjilicd to the rntuism i la' ihc n >’ i ' 

dilions of the Cod Alnus Committee had heen locpte*'! b\ t ie (f i I’-tinr it o'* 
in put Hciefcrrel in this eonncMon to a «t itcmint I'U' U'o ' 
icpla to a question reliting to the aitioii t ikcn b\ the (roicrnnn i' oi t i r" <a i’ i- 
datioiis of the Cod Alines Committee and p-itnfadott tb i' 17 o ' o' - • r. » i a 
tions of the committee had alreida been earned oat ba the Gj.tr*in uit » i<i i c 

13 



98 


THE COUNCIL OF STATE [ new deehi 


lemaiuuig 12 weie uadei consideration 
that the Go eminent had slept o\ei the 
I ahd. ' 


Theiefoie, he did not think that the cnticiBm 
report of the Coal 3Iine3 Committee was 


Ml Jfj/inri, lephmg to the.debate, aftei Ml Ramlas Pantnhi and 3Ii P N 
gapriihad spoken, said that the cnticisms neie based on tiro assiiiiiDtions that the 
Goierflmenthad not gone fir enough in the Bill, ,jid semndh, that it had not gnen 
effect to seieial recommendations of the local mining lepoit 'The Bill was the first 
compreliensive step towards implementing the recommendations of the repoit, but 
that did not close the dooi on further action As a m-’ttei of fact as soon as the 
scheme for sand-soiMiig was successfidh Launched, the Goreinment would take up 
the question of other leeommendations of the report He stiongh repudiated the 
suggestion that the Goi eminent weie under the influence of coal mining mteiests 

The Hoase then took up consideration of the clauses of the Bill and Sir Sapru 
inored an amendment to pioiide for nomination b\ tne Goiernment of a lepiesen- 
tative of the emplojees on the Stoning Boa.d Idie object of the Board was the 
safety of the workers and the woikeis should, theiefoie, be leniesented 

3Ii Hydart^ who opposed the amendment, pointed out tliat 3Ii Sapru had said 
that the Goreinment hid given representation on the Board to the non-co-opeiating 
associations, but he observed these three associations represented the entire industry 

The ‘’mendment was rejected without a dnision After brief speeches bj Mi 
Raindas Pantubt '’nd Mr Hydart on the motion for the passage of the Bill, the 
measuie was passed without a dnision 

17th APRIL — ^The Council disposed of loui bills to-daj, all of which were 
carTied rvithout division They rvere, a Bill to pioride foi continuance foi a furthei 
jienod of 2 rears protection confeired on the Sugar Industrr in British India as 
passed hy the Legislative Assemblj , Bill to amend fuithei the Indian Penal Code 
-of Cirminal Piocediue, 1898, as passed bj the L(!gislative Assemhlr and the Bill to 
reconstitute -’ud incorporate the Committee constituted under the Indiin Soft ^ke 
Cess Act of 1929, as passed by the Legislative Assembly 

Ceptified Tariff Bex Parsed 


18th APRIL — The Council held its last sitting of tlie session to-dar to 
pass the ceitified Tuiff Bill The Commerce Sev.reti'n% Mr H Dow, moring 
the consideiation of the Bill said that it w-as designed to give effect to the 
piovisions of tne Indo-Bntish Trade Agi cement, which had already been appiored of 
of by the Council 

Pandtt Hirdaynath Kunziu opposed the motion and in domg so charged the 
Government foi bieakiug their solemn pledges giien to the Assembly duiing the last 
sis years Lata Ramsarandas endoxsed the sentiruents expressed hr Pandit Knnzrii 
3Ir ~ P N Sap'-u remarked that 3Ii Dow hrd made a very brief opening speech 
because he realised the rveakness of his case The Goiernment of India were, Mr 
Sapru sard, determined to put the Agieemcni thiough end in consulting the 
Legislatuie tliey rvere merely enacting a farce 31r Sajiii, m conclusion, appealed 
to Hindus and Sluslims to smk then difierentes and woik togethei with greatei 
unity for the establishment of an effective Self-Go emment -without which they 
coiild not hope to build up a stable economic system 

The Council adjourned sine die aftei p'’ssiug by 24 rotes to 11 the certified 
Taiiff Bill embodying the Indo-British Trade Agreement, the 3Iiishm League 
Party remainrng neutral 



The Indian Legislative Assembly 

BL.dget Session — New Delhi — 3rd February to 15lh April 1939 

PuBirc At.coi,NT=; Committip Itirorr 

The fii^t dTv’s pro''eccJ);)"s of ihe Jimlget of the IicM ti \{x\ 

on the 3ril FEBRUARY 1939, p oiid«l ‘:onie«lnt nrie<l fare- an t)rie\rii(fiil (pn.'-i oii 
lioui, then an cxtreraelj liind e\]>o«ifioii hs "Nfr Safi/atnurii of tfie intni i u-. of il, 
Public Accouiitfi Coniinittcos i\oik and Psth Sir T! urt at SU ain’t mritiu < of 
the motion, aftci a heated debate, for the npi ointment of .a jiidn nl tnbiin il » iquirN 
into the iceent raihiat disastei it llazanoagli Sir \ A' .nrcai In=niuiM lit 
Amending Bill nhicli runs into 37 clau£c« and llr Oqilnc t Bill lo in=tire di- i; luu 
111 the Kojal Indian Xaial Poiee were ne\t introdincd \n imfiifini bh ro epp ci 
i.aa accorded to the lattei, eien at the fir^t reiding lec- 'Jhe Om mnr ml 
disallowed, a few minutes ptcMon«I\ Mr Ataf A/> a adjmirmnriil niniKin to pioo-t 
against the com] osition and tcimsof rcfctcncc of the Suidhni'-t tommitti'e on ihi 
ground that its discussion would jiioie deinment d to the public intcri'' 

Ml Saiyarmtrti ne\t discus'-cd fhePeiort of the 1 iiblu liioimt-- Commituo lu 
had a prcliminaij cntouiUti with the Iiname Mcmlicr regardinu the (toK’imu i’ ^ 
motion seeking the approial of the House for the a[iiiroi)rntion of iicaih L’i 1 iklw 
thice Tears ago towarns the pajment of terf un tcmiionr\ loins out oi tl'i Biilu t\ 
IJepretiation Pescnc 1 und jfi f-aMamurti’s olqe tion that it imi)hid iin i ok! 
piinci]de, Sir James apologetiialh bnishdl aside sim o inf dlibilii inc-tiuutn 

income and c\pondituie ho legardcif a® imj'ossiblc of k hn icnicnt iliou-ii Ics 
would not concede the iioiiit that undisiiosed ot sunilusc' sluuild bf ntili-cil f r 
icductioii of debts 

Rauwav Acf lorNTfa— A dj Motion 

Ml hlohan^al Saxeva ncTt moicd an adjounimcnt of the House end ' i.l tint 
tl ere had been a unanimous dcnnnd foi an indejandcnt enquire into tlm aMiibuis 

at E I Ilailwaj and ho h id ho] cd thit the (jo ernment wotild aj ] oint s,,, ], 

cnquirj committee bcfoic the Assembh met to da\ 'Jlie Ktidriit- 1 1 , ^ j,) | ,] 
cicated a feeling ot iiibciuntj rniongst »hc trucllin,- publu and i oild Jia\e s, nut s 
repeicuhsions on t ulw i\ iccupt® IJcferniig to the nis us'-uui iii the (.ouiuil of i 
Mr fcaNcna said that lie as a laMiian was not jirepircd to belicie tint a hnii «i"iti 
could ]ump oier 30 feet It w is in the best intercs,s of tic (joic»nnictit iiid tic 
IaIlwa^ adminisliation to apiointa committee 6ir Aidid Hal < G/i^mn 'u i 
hghting speech, chaiged the Conimuniotion Alcmberand tl e B iilw n Boa'd for i d’oi 
ness in that none of them went oici to see tliinps for themschc'' on tic sjOi but 
left the whole thing lo tlie general maiupcr, who hcsiid wis i ic’-t-cn m th< 
jiosition of an accused Str 1 homes SUtcarl sjcalinir with onvimi'- n 'o , , 
denied the charge of callousness and jioin.cd to mmli iiuimstanti t imc'iiui in 
far our of the sabotage theoia— the scone ot the ace. dent pene'dh In n,. hi,.’i i’ 
embankment near the cnhcVt and the time being I tc at m„ht nd the if' h ueg ■ 
111 all cases being snsiucioush similir But a judunl inbunal he i, utd to H''*’' 
as soon ns the jeisoiial ind terms of reference hid been do iclcd ui<ii 'He Hr 
passed the motion without diiisioii 

India & wixunpAW vi now Li te.rr 

nth FEBROART — The Asccnibh had non-oHic lal resolutions ri t'c-.<,di 
lo dai The fii«t of thc=c moved In Air T S A ( hriluir icvoiniu dr'i i 
mediate steps should he taken to pne notice of Indii' in'cniion lu t i ' ’ 

the league for the reasons among others that the Icuuc hid fnicx ,ii> ii ib' r 
the provisions of Article i. VI of the Coven int acrains Lo'cnan' b-i-oi' . , 

of the lA'agiie Mi Cheltiir snd that never Jiid tbc H^i-au ‘ *> 1(11 r i '> 

in Its purpose than in recent vc>arc iiid rcfcrrcNl to the » s, of Un- inn in > ! 

Chilli He iigued that Indii piid ten lakln to >1 c H i ic nnu a, id r" '< ' 

little return 

Tliice amendments were moved The first w 's mo ,d ri 1 ' ‘ ' 

to substitute in plaec of Mi thettiirs rt'-obita n aiif‘’i! ,v c~ u 1 mis 

diEbatibfactioii with the fidiiu of tic Lca_ut o^i un ’ 1 ' pi d t i • '■i 
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mmding that India should put fonrard before the League pioposals foi makincr it 
more effective instrument to accomplish its aims and for India’s more 
effectl^e participation m its work and also recommending that India should take 
steps to secuie acceptance of her proposals bv the League btr Raza Alt moved the 

League agreed to reduce India’s contnhution to 
lOH. India should giie notice of withdrawal Mr 
Abdul Qa^vum bv a Uurd amendment wanted to add among the reasons for 
uithdiawal that tireat Britain follow^ an utterly wrong pohcv in Palestine m 
coiitinvention of Aiticle XXII of the Covenant ‘and in ilisieiard of India i 
reelings 


Dunng discussion Mr Avanashtltngam had an easy task in pointing out the nu- 
meious failures of the League and foimd considenble suppoit in Str N' Sircar's 
outspoken comment at the last session of the League defining India s attitude Mr 
A M tTosht and later Sir tlatncs and S*r Abdul Hatntd — s]t referred to the 
valuable woib of the League in economic spheie when the world leconstruction on 
the basis of international collaboiation must take place if India believed in the 
League ideals^ making a worthy contnbution Str Raza Ah viewed the problem 
somewhat diflerently , association with the League, he recognised, was useful, but he 
leckoned the piesent cost too great With consideiably leduced contribution which 
Jlr Spence pointed out fiom the Government side, vvoidd mean si reduction fiom 
tort j -nine to sev eu or eight units in the League expendituie he recommend^ 
staving in, but not otheiwise. Mr Abdul Qatyutn talked on Palestine as one of the 
luanj leasous for the withdrawal, which Str Tamm Khan admitted, compelled the 
Jluslims to vote for the resolution He iitdised the occasion foi a slashing attack 
on Governments Wazinstan operations 

Closure at this stage was accepted by 57 to 43 votes 3Ii Joshi s amendment 
wa^ put and rejected bv the same number 'of votes, the Congress and the Sliislim 
League parties voting together Voting on other amendments would take place on 
the next non-ofhcial dav as the time came for the adjourn ment motion on Burma 
which was moved at 4-15 p m 


Adjourkmext Motion oy Burvia 

Sir Abdul Haltm Ghuznati next moved his adjournment motion and, in doing so, 
recalled Ins opposition to the separation of Burma as it would adverselv afiect a large 
number of Indians, particularlv Indian Mussulmans who had settled there fcir Ghuznavi 
also referred to the assiiiances of his Majestv’s Government that the lives and interests 
of Indians would be properlv safeguarded after separation and askmg what had become 
of that assurance. He added, T am sure the whole might of the armv, nav’y and 
air force would have been tinned to Bmma if one Euiopean had been lulled The 
fact that the victims were Indians made the difference and lett the Government of 
India cold ’ 

Sir Jaqdish Prasad, in the course of his leply on behalf of the Government 
hoped the position of Indians theie could be safegunded bv negotiations on the basis 
of goodwill If the situation should continue to detenoiate the use of other weapons 
may be forced on the attention of the Government The suggestion had added 
sisuiificance in view of Mi Anantasavanam Ivengai s definite statement that, after 
alT, Burma took only 11 crores worth of goods from India against our imjxirts of 
2G’ crores and trade a'greements could legitimatelv take into accoimt other factors 
The house ■vrarmlv eiulorsed his argument that the interests of Indians, 'whemci 
in Burma, Cevloii or Malay States could not be sacnficed without every effort 
bein^ made on ttipir behalf This, foUowang his revelation that a party is ^ovving 
up in Burma believing in the eviction of Indians from the country by methods of 
violence seemed a necessary reminder that the Government of India were not so 
helpless as the extremists in Burma believed The question of comwnsation, it 
seemed, had been taken up with the Secretary of State and that the Government 
of India s offer of help the Burma Gov emment in the shape of police and miiitarv 
a'^sistaiice still stood though the latter so far had not accepted it 

Among other notable speeches were those of Mr James, Sir Anantasaynam 
and Ml Satyamurti Mr James wanted the powers of the Agent wmmed so as to 
include all mattci's and appealed to Su JagdtsJi Prasad or Sir G S B^pai xo go 
to Burma on behalf of the Government of india Mr, Anantasayanam thought tne 
Burma Government had allowed the situation to get out of hand bv allowing the 
press and vouth leagues to pi each anti-Indian doctrines with impunity 
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DISCUSSION OF OFFICIAL BILL^ I'.l 

jN'COMr-TA\ Ami sn Bur 

Gth FEBROARY — ^Thc ^mendlncnl‘^ Tmdc In tlie Couiuil of ''i lU m tbo > 
tov Bill occupied mu'?! of the sittiiii; of the A^ciiibh to di\ oud oi'-.i !i ili!.-. 
nmendments nioicd bj Messi'; Sanianam ind Avaithf-iiiidnan \itrr,,ir eli h 
Mere 'iccepted bj the Goieinmcnl Ihc Bill voiild be shuttle lo knl m ih. 1 i; ' 
House again and fiom there to be pa'^^ed into Ins ''ir fan < (m mmln 

foi 1(9 coniuderation, hoped that the House Mould not be nndnh d tmii I 
by the long list of 03 'imcndnients He asmired the 3Iou‘-e tint tli<\ iiiHo’i.o! 
no ncM question of piitifiple but nninh eoimted the dnfiing ni idi "lun 
unendmentR Mere coiisequciitiil to the tlmigcs nude In the \-‘-(tiibh or < in nl 
out the undeitakingB guen there 

In the couise of the considenfion of chii'-cs that follourd Mr An Pm! 
diCM attention towauls the need to improic the inunitns innnlnl i<> tni oni ' t\ 
oIIkcs toi the comfoit of the afcccssces mIio neie I'-knl to an (it thm miUi 
books for e'raminatioii Tlic c\phnafion of Ihi'' pio cdun ouk .lun to Mr 
Sii I’lakafca by an ofliccr Mas tbit tint oflaei m intial to dn-MiKr in lomt m i 
the entiles in tlic book relating sa\ to panntni'- to doi tor>- or 1 mm’- uitli tl i 
books of those do^.toIS or lanycis 'ibis Mi ''ri I’n! i*-! ml u m iiupii ito id 
pioceeding and unnctc&saij ile-sis LalcUand Naialun and Pnar / i 't Pa'- > 
associated themsehes Mith the dcinnid for the iinpioMinciit of iinoint i \ o'i i 
iSn James Onqg csplatncd th it nimh of mIhI ‘'(ennsi 1 iti^'inmlfo i 

Mas ictlly explainable by the cxpciiciuc of the (kpirinient tint if ilu it etn 
sdit by the asscssccs mcic not eiiutiiiietd the icvciine -lood to Irr-. no h 
as JO pci cent Stci s, liOMCici, hid been tikm iietinst iiinhu ! rd--!ut o 
cuclcssticss Bcgiiding impioicmciu of amenities Sir lintc' (in.. no ti e 
this meant inonex and if the Bill ptodtued ill the mnncN cxi'iied of it ii» i 
some nioic amenities could be pioiidca 

INDIAN MirtlltNT SHIPPING \MI ND Bill 

Tlic House then took uf) further consideration of the I’d) to amend iln 
Indian Mcuhant Shipping Act moicd in the earlier ec-sion In ^ir l/tdiirrii/ 
ZafrtiUah to lognlaiisc the institution of proMilcnt fund s,i,rnie for s oaui 
ofTiccis introdneefl by the Siiiidii Steam Ani.ilion ( omi iin iml iln B ii|s'i 
Iiiclia Steam NaMgation Compiin Sir Mohammad Znfarultah khi t oil'ii 
Slid that Ihcic mis no di-putc ahoin the pnnisions of the pn-' it Fill 
but certain suggestions MCie made about some micds of smli '•Inmi^ i bii )i 
should be boiiic in mind bx the Government Mhcn aojiravin. tbim lU w 
liOMCVci, unable to give the positive is«uuuhcs demanded bv Mi Ti.'hi In it 
of the dcsirabihlv of stalling some schemes in oidei to in d ( i ih n b!< 
iiegiiiniiig Blit, he added, the siiggesiions mule would Ic lioinc in mind In '1 < 
Govcinment The Bill was then jMsstd bv tlic House 

iNstp vNci Act Aminp Bin 

Ihc House next agiecd to Sn N N Strean mnoon for lefernneto a'l’i ’ 
committee of Ins Bill lo amend the Iiismanec Vet 'Ihc Bill was minsh id ni 
the ojicning dtv of the session on leb 5 AIc‘--is 1 < I ;i ti <i 

Iyengar and N SaiitaJiam, in supioiting tlic mo ion referre-d to i nnm’ i n 
jioints to which the select committee should in ilicir view give im un uon ' ’ 
the di iB rules iirepared under the Act, the exemption ,.iMn lo m n m u>“' i > ‘ 
business fiom piovisions legnding keeping of iciount books ind t’ t < - 1 . (' 
piovisions lestiicting the ])erccntagc of commission } ax ible to nsui a c vo’kir 

Tvii BiroPMBiii 

A stiong demand foi jail reform was made in ihcionr-iof tl'C 'h 1 > o i 
7? M Maxuctl s motion foi icfcrciuc to a sdevt (Oinmil'ct of ti ' Ell tn^ i 
the Indnn Penal Code and the Ci mni d pro ediirc ( ish in o ib i to » t 
jmmshment pusi,nl)ed foi Inlntna! olkadtrs cudi av (o)niifii!i oi im i i 
coins fiom simple impnsonment of cither dc-snjition 'Jhe Hon i j s is > ,1 u » 

'JiH Nuvi Di-fiinM Bin 

Moving the Indun Ntvrl Bi''irvc I'owcs Hptil'Iiin Bdi ( 

Defence Select iiv, stntcxl that the Bill md its ob]n*>- m,-i i- d ‘ i ' 
Hchiicflv II mated the jiistorv of Bov il Indnn Ni v nd < 1 1 1 1 1 * 

to which the Bill wonld apph 'Ihc (i»sl of tin * mnuh ti i ‘‘o 1 i ' i 

Fleet Bcscive consisted ol the i iling wlio had cncvl tin r in c '* 1 
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Ijidiaji ^nf^ jtjtired on disofanrgc or pension md ttouM conesrond 

io Armv Ke^rre* The 'second n'^melv the Bovil Indian Xnvol Eesex^e would 
correspond to the Bornl Hnnl Itesene of the United Einsdom and Troiild consist 
of officer and men -nho hid follmred sea as a profession The Eovil Indim 
Aavfll AoJimteer Eeserres in the United Kingdom and its counterpart in Indii 
iTis tiie Amj ui India Beserre Odicers These men would he drawn from 

amateur “ enthusiasts and those mercantile mannei^ who would like to have na' il 
trijning The mam pnrpose of the Bill continued Jlr Ogilvie, was to brmg these 
classes ainder the Indian Xaval Discipline Act The second piiipiose was to 

paovide sanction to comoel reservists to ooev summons The Bill would correspond 
closely to the Reserve rorecs ,imiv Act barring a few difierences 3Ir Oinlvie 
then explained the pro isions of the Bdl 

Sir Bhulabnat JDesat pointetl out that by passmg the Act of 1934 the 
Assembly liad raerelv crea^^ed a X irv wlueh it co dd nol regadate and on whose 
funds it had no right to vote. The elected repiesen^atives in that House took 
their stand on tins ]UincinIo and voted againgt the Bill then The present Bill 
represented the second s'^age of a moie insidious character in the Goa eminent s 
programme. How dangerous cxtens’on of poavers was mtended m the Bill would 
be clear from the fact that wherees m the onginal Act ana person wnose name 

was paat on the resera e list could refuse to serve if he felt that such refusal 

aaoiild be m h s coiintrvs interest, the present Bdl jieaalised such refusal ba 
tavo rears impn^-onment It also sought to penalise refusal to underco tnuiing 
Tilth a fine of Rs 200 This was r^uciiig the reservist position to conscript 
He remenibered that Sir John Anderson in a recent speech m England had 
stated that the best wav of preventing conscnution was for every able-bodied 
' man and woman to offer luniself or^heiself for enlistment That might be all 
light in England but not Imba ^Mr Desai bad not concluded when The House 
Tcee for the day 

Adj Hotioxs Disallowed 

7th FEBRUARY — ^The Pres'denf announced disallowance by the Go’^emor- 
General of two '’d3ouninient motions, one br 3Ir T 5 4 C/iefi ar on inmmg 
in aviation civen at India s expense to ^Ifghan students, and the other by Mr 
Abaul Qa vim on the Government's refusiT to consult the House on the rejwt 
of the Chatfidd Committee The Prcstdaif also annoimced that the adjourn- 
ment motion on the pon-iiielusion of an Indian Muslim representative m the 
Palestine Confeience Lad been disallowedby the Governor-General 
Tbe Xav.vl Discipline Bill (contd ) 

Concluding Ins unfinished speech, Mr B~,,ilnbhat Besat dcclired that thev 
■were not prepared to incur "nother unanticipated expenditure avhich mar be 
incurred frora*^ time to time on the giomd that Indw s coast Ime was extensivc- 
It Tvould be fcceptmg the burden for mamtaining the Bntish Empire, at lecst 
the eastern part of the Bnnsb Empire safe from aggression Ai other ground 
ot opixising the measure said Mi Desn vtus the maimer in which the House 
was beuig treated m Defence matters As a recent example he referred to the nnsatis- 
facto'y rei'lifcs taven to the question of Afghans bemg nmned ui India and the dis- 
alloavaiice by The Goveraor-Gcner-A of "an adjournment motion on the same 
subject this'mornmg Ihe Bill he named, n^s fi-sught with (Lingers so far as 
the expenditure was coucemed and was fiaugL’^ with jxilities on nhich the House 
had no control nor poaver to go into merits 

Mr Boi/le, of the Euro, ean Group, pointed out that the Bill was a simple 
one ^clusivelv tleahug nith the discipline of Indian Xiaal Tohinteer Forces 
and was in no nav impinmng the general policv He s-id that the onh issue 
wis whether Iiniia lequued inaal voluntecis and if volunteeis were forthcoming 
they must be disciplined 

Mr Alhtl Charara Dvita felt that while the title of ‘.he Bill was ajiparen- 
th mnocuons its real object a is the creatiOn of an adJitioiml jersonnel as 
outlu^cd in tlie statements uid objects He opj-osed tbe Bill '\^hlcb be snd was 
a deep laid scheme to lope m an ainwara legislature 

Mr Jtnnah traced the history of the Aavy Bill from 192. when it was 
brought up and rejected by the Assembly It was again brought up in 1934 
when the Hoai'^e passed i% ' though a large boda of members had opjiosed it 
The opposition then alas based on the gromid that Indian Legislature had 
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•(\hich i\oul{l ]n\c in kIp i( impo'^^ib'e for (he GowtntiiPiH io I'lnn'ort iho I ill I.n’ 
now tint the cc!c‘ t Committee li ul removal (hc.ic difhtultiL the ih!( lii'l th ^^uri! 
siinport of the Govc’nmuit 

Tho Hou&e then passed the first rending of (he Dill 

Duiinf? the detailed dneassio’i on the provisions of die Ihll the lloa a- . i . 1 
Ml Anantasayarn n /i/e«irar i amendment to delete from anion^' tlu (nnndinf 
duoicc, the sentence of imprisonment for two veils and iipwvriK oi the In 'nod 
if he filial to provide for the wife during this pciiod 

An unevpcetcl dm, ion aftci an hoiu and a halfs de'jitc mirkel tin 
afternoon discussion on the Dill which (oik plue on ii amen im if mill 
hy Sytd Marlazd Sahtb Bahadiii, who bO'iAit to cvliidc fioiith- mini .if 
divoice the n;;htof a Muslim womm to icpndiPc i iinriive iHrfo'in 1 !i\ h r 

fithei duimK her minority The mo o’-, win was buoportal hv 9./ ' O'li'n IS > 
Nntrnitg, nifccd that norm lily the fuller would no^ oe i pirl to i rnirrn . whi h 
would be dctumciital to the intcicsls of the p,iil 'Ihc amendniiiit w is o,)p i < 1 b 
a niimbci of speakers, who cited instances wlieic fidics hid i U'-i a.iins th 
iiiteicsts of then dau"hteis foi )ieiiinntj oi o'iiei puns Jlie anundm n( wi 
picssal to a division ind lost bj 37 vo'cs to 13, vo’inp' ban," fru 

Tlie House nest accepted two imendnii'nis bj If rt iza Hi’’’ iiv w'li h 

the clause lelatin^ to icpudiition by a woman, of a murii-o prfnriiul b. h 

father oi uuardian diiiiii,' her niinou'v, w is die ed so is to c.i ibh the vi.mmi to 
icpudiite bofoie hci ci,^htccndi yeai a miiiiue (hu tojk idi e b < ire Inr ttf'i idt 
ycai Ml Latchand Navtilrat s amendment to deli-te the ihnst bs win 1i lonir 
Sion to a faith othei than Islam wonld no* opti itc to dis jl i mirrii'e v. i 
lojceted, while Mi Soatanaia’i ainendnicnt, whith piovidtsl tin , iftcr sn, h riiint i' 
(ion or com cision, the woman would be cn iblal to oh' tin i dt> dn.iii of h 
mauiac^c on any of the piounds of divorce nrovidcd in the ihll w u v 'epta! 

Earlier, Vkat Pnrmanand attcmptal to intro lute imom; llm proinds of 
divoiee, renunciation of Islam or conversion to a f iitli other ilnii Ishm Im 
amendment was opposed by .''ir ZafrulUtk Khan who •ctphincd tint if it <Oii!d b 
piovcd in a couit of law tint this was a ic O'liisel pround for di'or.c the ('■nut 
niscd by Ilhai Pumanand’s amendment w is toveicd bv the Int of the tToamG of 
divoiec in the Bill nimcly ‘ inv other irround whuh is re o.ni'tl is v did f.r t’n 
dissolution of imimpics under Muslim Emr When the House idjiiriavi de iihsl 
considciation of the rluiscs hid not concluded 

India \m) Li voir or N vhons 

lOlli rrBROAR\ — Ihc Afcbtmhlv blirtal io-di\ with i divismn win. Iith 
Opposition won on Mr T S A ChU’tara uscdiUi.ui iskiin fir th withdn.vd 
fiom the Lc.ip:uc of Nations of Iiidii 'Ihe resolutioi with Mr Itiul Gi , . 

amendment which w ib passed liy 93 to 13 voles, rin thus — 

“Ihis Assembly ic ominends to the Governor (lencrd-in-touiic il tint tnimeiln'i 
bteps bo taken undei article 1 (5) of the Coven iiit of the ixn^tip of N Uiou to pn> 
notice of India’s intention to withchaw fiom the Ivcazuc for the ro-ison im m 
othcis, tint the Lcae:ue Ins faiicci to impleinont the provisions of irtuk IP of tlu 
Covenant against Covenant breaking mcmbeis of the Lc.i~ui and al-o for t! . 
icason tint Great Britain has pcrsib'od in following an iittcrh wroie ivoh v in 
rcgird to Pilcsline in contriv cation of article 33 of Ihc Coven int an 1 0 “a <'i 
icgaid of the feolinps of the Induiis in this matter” 

IvDO-BtjKV! i Tr vnr ( Boodj vtion ) Oi d, r 

The Concicsb paitv s ic'^olution, icioramcnding icrmir-’tion of Indn I.i " . 
Trade { Bend Uion ) (Jrdcr, 1917, was then liken up Clai ‘ n R i r > c,i! 

Stugli movccl it in a m iidcn spcicli in Uindustini The rcpo uti m riii is i > |oi 

‘•Ihe Asscmhlv re ommends to the Governor Gciicrd in Co uud .by m b. 

given on \pnl 1, 19o9 to the Governer of Burma for the tcrmiin n of i e Itnv 
Buuni Tilde (Rcmihlion) Order l‘’f7 , blc,s be talm in <. vib 

the leaders of parties in the \s-,cmbly for tin ne* o*i uious o n ire i tri - m 

with Bunin ind any settlement tLit may be arrived at shot 1<1 la s gijo * t.v ri i ^ i < i 

by (his Abscmbly ’ 

Chaudhnrt Raqln h,t Naram doel ired tint no thKa-te ar io”e .‘s , 
to sn()poit the resolution whuh w is self'Cvi 1 ma'n-v lie pn - > ?"’> g'l 
condition of Burma w IS larclv due l<a Indian citc"pr..-P 1 1 , it 1 at i-- n ,j * ' 
the misfoitunc of this country that wherever the Osl'opiia a >■ tt a .viw'-- c i. ' i 
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under -svlucaiMissensKnie' nnd internecine quarrels arose winch were detrimental to 
Indian Kiteie3j^,a«Tlt(? enstui": conditions of Burma were disgraceful and would no^ 
haiebccn'tolcja^ed if British interests u ere iniolveJ instead of Indian interests" 
Indus exports to Burma totalled nearly Rs 10 crores while imoorts came to Es ^>5 
crorcs If the imports from B irnia constituted the necessities of life their stopm^e 
would contribam to the self-sufficiency of India as far as those articles were 
concerned 

Sir Mthimviad ZafruUa, leplying to the debate expressed considerable 
sjmpathj with ihe iicw]iomts to which expression was gnenbj the supporters of the 
resolution 0 he two lines of argument advanced one was political and the other 
economic The political field was one in which he did not trespass because if did 
not belong to his deiiartmant and because it had been discussed recently in the 
House. The recent developments in Burma reiealed a degree of detenoration in the 
relations between Indians and Barmans the cordiality of which he had been delighted 
to notice carl^ in 1936 when he iisited that country He felt as much gnef and 
indignation ns any other member of the House. He added ‘We must not, howeier 
forget that the relationship between Burma and India is not a temimrary one. All 
of us hope that what has recently happened is an isolated instance of impulsiveness 
and excitability on the part of a section of the people. The Burmese people arc 
lather impulsive but there is bchmd the happenings this lonu tradition of mendlincss 
and cooperation The speeches on this resolution have been such that nothing has 
been said to make it more difficult than the restoration of friendh relations between 
the peoples De.aling with the economic aspect, Sir Mohammed 'Zofrullali said that 
he thought that on the one hand it would not be denied, not even by Mr James or 
the Burmese people, in that Biiima had done veiy well indeed out of the trade 
arrangements (Hear, hear) Yet the picture was nof altogether so blank on the 
other side It was true that the balance of trade was heavily in Burma s in our 
but out of the total trade amounting to 23 crores, well over 20 crores lepresented the 
' nee, petrol, silver, and kerosene. Takmg the question of rice India s produce of 26 
or 27 million tons was insufficient for the growing population of the country She 
ms therefore compelled to import about million tons Supposing the 
dntj of eight annas per cwt was imposed the proceeds woidd be IJ crores Who 

11 ould pay for this It would mamlv be paid by the same people who produced 

rice in this eountrv and they would pay in order that the price of their own nce 

should rise a little He was not saying tuat this was a conclusive argument but 

It woidd illustrate that the solution was not so easi as migh^ bo imagined "The 
whole of this matter was under the active consideration of the Government of 
India and I merclj mshcvl to emphasise in mj observations the fact that it is 
not a simple question but there ore several aspects to be studied ’ 

The resolution was passed without division ” 

CcT IS Govt Servast s Salaries 

Samt Ve'i'kataclielam Chettii's resolution, lecommendmg a cut in Government 
servant s salones, was next passed by the Assembly without thvision after a 90-mmutes 
debate during which Str James Grigg in a two-minntes’ reply declmed to define the 
Goiernments attitude. The resolution asked that a c it in the salaries of above Es 
100 of all grades of employees m the Government of India be. imposed with effect 
from April 1, 1939 The House accepted Pandit Lalshmtkanta Mattra's amendment 
to restrict the cut in salanes of above Es 200 The resolution and the amendment 
i\hen putbefoie the House were earned without division, the Goiernment remaining 
neutral The Assembly then adjourned till the 13th 

Railway Budget lor 1939-10 

loth FEBRUARY —The railway estimates presented by S r Thomas Stcivait 
in the Assemblj to-day forecast for 193S-39 a surplus of 2 05 crores ag-’inst 
Ti surplus of 'ibout 2^ crores ongmillj estuu'ited, und for 1939-40, a surplus of 
213 crores The reused' cstiinatc of "surplus on rad wax s for 19SS-39 is less than the 
actual surplus of last year by about 3 crore. The decrease is due moinlv to in- 
crease in working expenses The total traffic receipts of State linK are exjiected 
to reach Oij crores— about J crore less than last year and 40 la^s more than 
the ongmal estimate. The total working expenses are a little over 63} ^res inclu- 
ding crores or depreciation, or about g crore more than last >ear surplus 

of 2 crores will be paid to Central revenues It mil fall short of the full contn- 
bution by 2J crores The balance in the depreciation fund mil stand at 24i crores 

a 
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The budget estinntc foi 1939 10 'i=sunic‘; tndK rccclft': of cnit. —o' 
InUis moictlnii in the cunent jear Tlie totai ^^orkiiig e\]Ii n‘«s aull "rr > int tu 
Mi cioio 'ind will be S cioic more than in the current \c-\r '•thf Mlau ^ ot 
dcpicciation fund it the end of the jc.u will be 303 croic^ 

The gloss total woiks piogiainme is 13 crorc^ Of tins nmmmt 2 fo.e i 
pioposcd to be spent on bind Right Bink reeders uul Khidro N i\ ib 'i-ii 
Railways Rs 5 lakhs for Pithoro Q indo Slitlnklnn mid P 1 Iifli f..i 

Kashipin Kal igaih Railwajs haic also been jirovidcd Tlic lit ti o 
aic still undci discussion with the proiiiicial Goitriiiiunts lonr-t.or I 

Tiack icncw ds account foi 4? crorcs, bridge woik for 1 cron o'li >- 
stiuctuial w'oiks foi 31 cioies, including about n crorc forpnnlui of oh 

Bihai Rulwav, and rollfng stock fot 5 ciorcs llie progriniinc iiidudi prou m i 
of about 2,000 general hciMce wagons to meet increase in trafla dinnnd- of whali 
about 2,300 aic bioad gunge gcnciil scuicc wagons to be aildol to tin 
Aftei making deductions, totalling 13 croies, from the aboic gros- (it,un. for urtiin 
ciedits and foi icduction in stoics balance and an allow iiuc irori') bit! 
on past cspcnciice foi unfoicscen delay s in the cvcciition of worls oi in oht ninu 
supplies, the net amount of the ]iioginmmc is 11 crorcs 

Sii Thomas fetcwait stated that Goicinmcnl had decided to pun h 1=1 tin ''(Mih 
Bihai Railway and the Uardwai Dclna Riilwn\, liotli of wlinli wiii pi\ni 

piopositioiis He also mentioned the puichase by two i.nlwa\s ihc \oith wl-Ii rn uni 

the Madias and Southciii Mnhiatta, of a faiibstniitial intcrc-it in two priiatc hn Uf! 
companies lunning motoi buses on loads in ccitnn inipoilnit ire-is 

Rcfciiing to the icccnt disasttis on Indnn railw us, he sm! 

I icgrct to ha\c to iccoul the occuircncc of two major dui'-Vrs in t'u 1 
uiidci icucw and lioweici much we miy be coininccxl tint llusc duutcr- m 
flora ciicumstaiiccs not within our control, this in no wu Ic-'-ciu oni ■-ni i (>‘ 
hoiioi, 01 dcUacts fiora oui symjiathy with those who sutkm! I do no' wi*-)! to 
day to cntci ujion any contioioisml topics, hut I would ask onr cniu'- I'o’h in do 
this House and clscwlicic, not to foigct out past icioid in icsjicit of ilit ^if, \ of 
out lailways It is a psychological phcnonicnon not tonfincd to Indn tint a In > 

sc lie disastct may in a moment deslioy the public confnlciuc built up our 1 lo 1 

pciiod of less cicntful ycais Hint coiifidduc once dcitiocui 1 mo' difluuit 
to icsloic, and I would ask that no iinfm obstule— I do not icfir to K it in'i 
cuticism— be oflcicd to that most diduuH proic-s I \eiitmc to ihinl tint ilnii 1 
no cause fot panic Ilceonchidcd with in csincssion of thinks to the idmli ol 
the iiilwiy still foi tlicii CO opcialion in the .idninnstntion of im ih) irinicul 

The following table guc> the csscntnl figuicsof the R iilw i\ llid^d — 

1 In croii ol 
Pnpev 1 


(iioss liidic Rcceipis (fclitc lines) 

Woiknig Lxpcnscs (including depicnatioii) 

Net Rctcipls 

Net Misccll mc'oiis Picccipls 

Net Rcicniic 
Int Cbaigcs 

, build us 

The gioss told works pro,.ianinic is 13 trorc'- 

Of tins iinoiint, 2 ciorc n I'lOjO'-ul to ho J” 

uid Kh idro N iw ihsli di R tilw v\s Rs 3 j jy, for 1 itl or 
1 1 ikh foi K ishipui IvduMih l.ulwi'shuo d'-o iw'iii [r 
jci-ts axe still uadci ditcussion witli the Pjoviikiu Ocuiuii ml 
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Tnck renewals noeounfc foi Es 41 ciores, bridge work for Es 5 crore, other 
works 3^ croies, including about a cioie foi piuchase of South 

Bihar Eailway. -and rolling stock foi Es 5 cioies 

The piogiamme includes piovision of about 2,G60 gcnenl service wagons to 
lufict inciease in. traffic demands, of which about 2,500 are broad ffaiiffe ccncral 

senice wagons to be added to the pool & b 

After making deductions, totalling 13 cioies, from the above gioss figure for 
certaui ciedits and foi reduction in stoics balance and an allowance (2^ croics), based on 
past ertpeiicnce for unforeseen delars in the execution of woiks or in obtaining supnlics 
tbe net amount of the piogiamme'is Es 11 cioies ’ 


Eefemng to the fuUhei action taken by railway administiation on the lecommen- 
dations made by tbe Wedgood Committee since last yeai, Sn Thomas Stewart 
mentioned the stiengthening of the commercial side of the Tlaffie Dej aifment on 
vaiious railways to pemit of the expansion of then aetirities in legardto publicity, 
canvassing and commeicial reseat ch, the remedial measures being tneJ on a laige scale 
to leduce the high incidence of locomotive lepaiis and so release more engines and moie 
wagons for service, reseaich legaiding the piodiiction of white metals for use in 
bearings and the discovery of a treatment or indigenous lape oil uhich is likelj to 
make it eminently suitable as a constituent of locomotive axle oil 


Sir Thomas Stewait stated that the Government had decided topmehase the 
South Bihar Eailway and the Haidwar-Dehia Eailway, both of which weie paying 
inopositions He also mentioned the pmehase bv two niluaj'!, the Noith-Wes'tcin 
and the Bladias and Southern Mahratta, of a substantial interest in tuo pin ate 
limited companies ruumng motoi buses on roads m ceitain irapoitant aieas Tbe 
following IS the text of the Eadway Membei’s speech 


Railway Member’s Speech 

Sir, I rise to present to the House the Eailway Budget for 19-19-40 Last yeai, 
on this occasion, I mdicated that we were fortunate m that a senes of lean vcai 
appeared to have come to an end, and I am happy to he able to saj that the lesults 
or the ycai now coming to a close show no gieat deterioiation m om position I 
only wish that I had the confidence to claim that the tide had tuniedand that ue 
could now look foiTvard to an eia of prospenty , but, in picsent world conditions, I 
am svue this House will agree that such confidence uoiild be nn]ustifiw and we 
must therefore continue to take the less imaginative, but undoubtedly safer, short 
new of our future 

Fiuascial Ersoets or 1937-3S 

When I presented the curient yeai ’s budget, I expected that the surplus for the 
year 1937-88 would be2 83cioics 1 his estimate of tbe net position pioved almost 
exactly con cct, the actual siu plus being 2 76 croics But the estimates we made then 
of leceipts and rvorkmg expenses weie both exceeded almost to an equal extent (about 
I cioie) Goods earnings mainly accounted foi the impror cment in leceipts, thepnn- 
cipal commodities contiibuting to it being coal, metallic ores, nheat, manufactiiicd 
cotton goods and giain Ibe incicase in woiking expenses is attnbnlablc main- 
ly to two causes —(I) Bcight cbaiges on coal, dclrys m the supply of which from the 
market earlier m the yeaiKendcd to augment the tians]oitof this commodity in the 
closingmonthsof they cai beyond our estimates, and (2) the hcanei cxiiendituie on 
lepaiis consequent on the increased volume of tiafhc and the general rise m the price 
of matenals 

Eevised Estimates fob 1938-39 

Let us turn now to our revised estimates foi the cuiTent year When the oiigmal 
budget was fiamcd, it was expected that the total traffic receipts in respect of state- 
owned lines would be 94i ciorcs, the same as we then cx} ected foi 1987-88, and the total 
woiladg cxjrenses including depreciation G21 croxes Taking into account miscellaneous 
reCeiptR and expenditure, the net railway lerenue was estimated tobeorci31| cioies 
Interest barges u ere ^ilaced at less than 29J cioies, leaving a smulus ofa little 
orer 2^ cioies Our picsent expectations are that our total icceipts u ill be y-is croics, 
and the total ex| endituic, including depieciation, a little over G8_ croies Misccll- 
anc-ous receipts will exceed miscellaneous ex} endituie by a quarter of a ciorc, arid the net 
railway lerenue rs now expected to be 81J cioies After meeting intciest chaigcs 
'estimated at 29i crores, our surplus is placed at a little orer 2 cioies 

As indicated' abore, 0111 leceipts aie expected to go beyond our onginal anticipa- 
tions by less tbau'Jialf a crote, while our uoiknig expenses aie likely to go up by a 
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piovicM in it s’^uld be ultimately decided to proceed with the construc- 
tion 01 the L-ashipur-Kal^arh line, a pioject which we are nou considerui" 
in consultation with the Goiemment of the Unit^ provinces ° 

Purchase Of South Bihap EAiLyrAy 


Oui nest years piosramme for open hue works is on a somewhat laiircr 
scale than the cuiient years The gross figures are 14 ciores agunst I2| The 
largest single item m this programme is the prmision of about one croie for 
the purchase of the South Bdiar Eailnay, foi which the rental paid by Govem- 
ment under the existmg contract works out to about 44 per cait on the pur- 
chase puce. It will be readdy appreciated that, at the present rate of interest 
the purchnse now is a paying proposition, and it has received the concurrence 
of the Standing Finance Committee for Badways Fiv e crores have been provided 
foi rolling stock I can assure the House th*at this exjienditure is kept down 
to the absolute minimum compatible with traffic requirements The figure has, 
however, been affected by the rise in the price of iron and steel caused by the 
reaiauament programme in other parts of the world, to which I drew attention 
last year Last year I referred to the contracts which, as a measure of prudence 
and economy, we decided to enter into m 1937-3S with the Indian Wagon buil- 
ding firms for the supply of 6,093 broad gauge geneial service wauons to be 
spread over three years The list instalment of this supply wdl be of 2,500 
wagons in 1939-40, and for this a sum of about crores has been provided 
Foi expenditure on track renewals we have providai 45 crores and for bridges 
and other stiuctuial works 3^ crores Our gross expenditure under open line 
woiks, after allowing for vanous credits, is expected to be 12J ciores In accor- 
dince, however, with the piactice for some years now based on our expenence 
thit rulways have been unable to spend the gioss amount airived at in oui 
estimate, we ha\e reduced the total demand to lOJ crores Of this, we expect, GJ 
crores will be met flora the depreciation fund These, Sir, aic the broad outlines 
of the financial pictare. I shall now turn to a few of the other aspects of our ste- 
waidship foi the year 


Actiox of Wedgwood Eeport 


Last year I gave to Honoaiable Members an indication of the action which was 
being taken on the vanoas recommendations contained m the Eeport of the Wedg- 
wood Committee. The Eailway Board and its associated administrations have not 
ceased from the search foi increased efficiency and a second statement has been 
made a-^ulable to the House gumg complete information as to the further action 
taken Honourable Llembers will observe for tliemselvcs that much progress has 
been made in implementing the recommendations of the Committee I would, how- 
e\ei, make siecial meiitiou of a few of our more strikmg advances 

The Committee emphasised the need for strengthening the commeieial side 
of lailway admimstiation and beanng this m vrew, we have sanctioned the 
creation of ten posts m order to expand oui activities in regard to publicitv 
commercial research and direct commercial woikmg We have also sanctioned 
tbecication of a separate commercial depaitinent, as a tempoaary measuae for 
two years m the fiist instance, on the Assam Benual Eailway Special eflorts 
are lacing made to utdise the publicity value of the Indian piess —by this I mean 
iicwspapei-s published m Indian languages— and a campaign of continuous adveitis- 
inu in respect of lowei class travel has been mangurated cxpeiimentally on two 
lailwajs 

Locomotite Eepairs 


The Committee dicw attention to the very high incidence of locomotive 
1 cp airs as a xcsidt of overheated axle bearings It is obvious, of course, that a reduc- 
tion m the horns for avhich a locomo'iac is in the lepairs shops mRst auto- 
matically lelcase more engines foi sera ice. Last year I mentioned that the Eail- 
avaj Board had placed a ‘^Senior Mechanical Engineer on special duty to investi- 
gate the possibilities of eliminating this all too common defect in our rolling 
s^tock, and I am glad to saj iioav that considerable progress has been made in 
solaang this long-standing and vexatious problem M'e believe that the causes 
of the trouble haae been determined, and large scale tnals are now in progress 
to test fhe Temedial measures which have been evolved To justify our optimism, 
I may mention that the East India Eatiwaj has succeeded in reducing uie number 
of lepaii'S due to Eeated be.aiing3 bj some 50 per cent during the last six mouths 
fox which ave have Statistics 
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So In I"; ^\von‘5 me coneci nc3— mid Honn iri'dc AP m ► i- imU nil’ tin* 

m point of nnrabcis nlone this is jirolnlib n imnli nnii im>)''»x' o n 'mi 
io^omotn cs— a fetindiii"; Commitke of the Indnn K iili\ ij t'l'ihn i < V in n 
has now put foiwmd ict'ornmcinhtions for Iirjc s' ili, tii'iI. on thi, lirul ii 

nihnjs 'JJicsc trials mil be iinib it ibcii, but Honour ible M mb r mi ini' 

stand tbit tins is moic than a Isbon'oiy cspciimLiit mid U mil In i m < n 
dcriblc time bcfoic a\c lia\c the daUi on whifh wt. ini\ fi nn:; i d 'in'o < ir 
of aetion foi the futnie 

Our icscniih acluities hue ilso c tended in lollibinion i 'h tbi I t hi i 
Stoic’S Dcpiitmcnt, tomrds the prodiulioii of nhitc nit.’ i! > for ii in b ir n 
mid MC ln\c every hope tint thc>c rtscmdU) iit ipjiron Inn., i i i fd < i 
tliioion Of spot III intcicst to those Honoin iblc Men’iur who lu in * i 

the use of the a^iicuUiitil proliutiof this <ointrj nuts’ be tin i. ii ’n vi‘i i 

Ime lesuUcd in the diseovciy of i ticntmciU of indi,eniii< riHoil v hi h ni 
piomisc of mikin' it erninciitly suit iblc is i tois'itiieiit of hi ami m i\li ti ! 

'Inr Navv DistiruM Bin (to' in) 

After the piescntifion of the Riilwiy Bndpet, the \ 'Cmblv b\ fil in* ii .n 
icfusal pcrmibsion for the ic intio liutinn of the \uy Di ipiine Bdl re o.n n i' * 
by the tJovcinot-Gciicnl 

EMPLOViMrM 01 Ciinnn Bin 

The iroube then took uii the bill to imeml the 1 mplnvm i’ o' ( in! I > i 
Alt 0 as to piohlblt the cmplovniont of (hddieii undei 12 in le inn d n i m 
01 iinhcilthy OKupations fcu Znforu’lah kluni in i niu tin lidl |vini id on tbn 
the loyal liboin coniiiubsion had sim ested m v,< limit of M \. ir bi i 

lecommciidcd by the iuomiiccs the (lovetnment of Iiuln ha 1 Iim I the it n 1’ 
Sirs Subbarotjan, iveleominit the me tsiiie dei I irc<l (hit her ph isiiu i i- ' m > i ! 
with lettict as the lull was not eompicheiisive enough ind did no po fir eni h 
Welfmc piopattindv hid been doini; some (tool >) fir Imt tin nevtl for b i 
lition to 8Ui>plcmcnt welfmc i tuiticb w is an 111 ^ 111 ! iie cesiiv He Hoi 
a^'iccd to the fust icadiiiK of the hill and then took up toii^-d ii’ioi of t’ 
clauses 

5 Ii N M Josln moved two amendments one scekiiv to in 0 the a i Inn 
fiom 12 to 15 ycais and the othci to mtlidi iw the jwwi r mven In the bill fi ihe 
piovincial Government to omit fiom the list of daimcioiis nid niiln iltlu o > uj i 
tions ('ivcn in the schalulc The fust was reit led uid the <-1 end w 1 p>s 1 
Jh ilami Subedar mQ\cd an aniiiidmcnt for the additmii of 1 (nmi » to 1’ 
clicct tint the inohihition of the cmiilovmoiit of ihddreit nndir IJ sbdlno'a.pU 
to any school cstabliblied by a inovincid Govcinmcnt orreuvitn, t' tin m ! 
iceoi'nition fiom a jnovmeial Govonimonf He c^jihmed ih it nndir I'n \\ i d’u 
sehcinc of education some of the indnstrid ])ro-cssc= mentioiiesl in the \‘ f ini.' ■ 
be cairicd on, but they should not be treated as a workshop Mr lo \t lonsdi id 
the imcndnicnt unncccssuv hcciutc the prohibition of thild 1 ilniir woild ’I'r'v 
only to fihccs where lured laboni w is cmidentd Mi Db lab' > ]j em tsimisl m 
that without the amendment jirovincial Governmentb nii-ht no' he mb .11 
schools under the Wmdlia scheme Mi sniijiortoil Aft Defats ob ' o u 

fell Zafarullah Khan explained that there wuc no sdiools umlir tbe W n U i 
scheme at present When they were stirtcil in a sufiiciuit nnnihur mn! if '"i 
w is then anv apprcliciibion of the Act workiii(r advcrsciv it wodd I*'’ lie c < 
Ihiiip to amend the Act feinee, however, the Iloiiso ipi'circvl in fnoi. (>f 
iiiiLiidraeiit now, he hid no objection 

The Uomc then parsed the hill as amended 

IxDivx Mil c^\^T femriiNf* \mi p b'li 

Sir G S Jhnpat infroduccvl m the \ss^mhl\ to dav 1 mil 'a i r' ’ 
Indian Mculniit fehippiim Act Tlic statement of obJ^.^ 's and it'a-'is <i,H, - ' ^ 
the All IX cxdiules from the definition of i piLnm i rhild midi r > u vi > 

nid fmthcr empowers the Central Govciiiment <0 dirii t h\ no im I’l i ’ ' 'i 

persons of the me of one vuir or uiiw irds and midcr the a-t of v ('"*■- ’ ’1 ! 
rc..koncil as one pilmim 

Covi AIim> svn'Tx Bin 

After a brief dchitc the House ajrrcc<l to rifir to a t b r~- 5 < > i - 

Zafarullah s hill to mike a further prov ision for ssfii_yin e.isl r ”es '5' '' ’ 

Chandra Datta, iiiovmg the rcfcnncc of the hill to n s' k ' t ) ” i* ■ 
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tint the s'lLjeet nas one ofgieat complexity and some of the poitions of the bill 
imc highly contimeisial There wn:> no dispute ns legaids the mnm ininuplo 
of thesifety of noikcrs and the consenation of resoirces The diffeicncc of oiniiion 
Avould be on the question of the cess to be leiied The House then adjouined 

Mdslim DrvoECE Law Bill 


14tli FEBRUARY —The Assembly hnd an interesting debate to-dny on the final 
stage of Ml Kazmts Muslim DivoiccBill One uitnobsed markedly dnergenfc vieus 
cxpicssed by two membeis of the Goieinment Sir Zafrallah seemal gintified uith 
a measure whose outstanding meat, he claimed, was that it enunented m cleat 
and piecisc foim the vaiious giounds of dno.ee whereas the Lato Mcmbei sought 
to cool the ardoui of the icfoimcis like Mis Subbaroi/an, contending that the 
Bill, far fiom being a measuie of idvance, really went back to ancient piactice 
and wondcied whcthei Hindus desiied a similar going back to 4,003 years ago 
Conieibion to Islam, the Liw Membei acidly suggested, with examples in Bengal 
in his mind, would be one way foi Hindu women to secuie divoicc without 
difficulty 

Theie was a waim debate at an earliei stage ovei 3Ii i/iirteea’s amendment, 
laying down that Muslim Judges alone weie competent to tiy cases midei the Act 
The law Membei pointed out administrative difficulties in gning eSect to such a 
piOMSion, adding with emiffiasis that, on piinciple, the Government could not 
icccpt what amounted to a lefiection on the judicial integiity of non-Muslim Judges 
Messrs Ancif, Asaf Alt and Abdul Qatmm all opposed the amendment fioin 
difieient points of new while Mi A^atra/ip and Sii iBa-a Ah saw definite advantages 
in such ail aiTangemcnt The amendment was ultimately lejected by an cnoimous 
majority though bu Zafrullak pointed out dining the Bind leading debate that 
no question of piiuciple w'as iniohed Ultimately the House amidst acclamation 
passed the Bill 

Cp P C Amend Bill 


Ovei Sardar Sant Singh's Bill to amend a section of the Ciiminal Pioceduic 
Code, dealing with the haidship arising fiom double punishment in ceitain cases, 
Sii RcgMald Maxwell, on behalf of the Government, offered stienuoas imposition, 
icmindiug the Assembly that a similar amendment had been negatived on two 
pieMous occasions Neieitheless, the House decided to refer fhe Bill to a Select 
Committee by 41 votes against 39 Tne House then adjourned 
Assistance to Hand-made SIatches 

lath FEBRUARY —An innocent looking icsoliition moicd by Mi Supralasa 
fo. assistance to the manufactuie of matches in cottages developed into a fiist class 
debitc to-day and brought lili Bhulabhai Desai and Su James Grtgg out on the fntuic 
of India’s economic policy Mr Botjle, of the Euiopean gioup, lesisted the mohon 
as a menace to the foieign ludustnalibts now opeiating in India In the heat 
that was geneiit^ Mr Joski's plaa for a humane ticatment to the labonieis in 
the factories fell lathei flat Mr Bhulabhat Besat took the debate to a \e 17 h 1 gh 
plane when he dismissed men the aigumcnt of loss of icsenue (estimated at 
about Be onccioie) as sometlung woith facing if peojile in the cottages could 
by manufactiumg matches add to their daily income men by one pice per day 
And he categoiically enunciated the Congicss new T would rathei give my 
money to Kastuibhai 01 Ambalal lathei than to Smith or John 01 to Oknman, 
for my money would lemain in India and it would be possible foi me later to 
take it back from Hastmbhai or Ambalal ’ 

Afiainsr this declaiation of economic policy by a member of the Congicss 
High Command which had the backmg of the entire Indian elected block in tbc 
Hfmse' Sir Jama^ Grtgg stiongly piotcsted as the Finance Membei was anxious 
to tnoteet the revenues of this countiw But speaking as an Englishman he 
bluntly asked ‘Is it your Congress progiamme that no non-Indian should cany 
on any“ indnsL 7 whatmer,’ and when the Opposition benches by ejrtulafions 
ausweicd in the afliiraatire, Sir James Giigg could only letoit with Hen Hitlci s 
Gatest theory' applicable to Germany ‘Germany must export or die,’ meaning India 
must export 01 die’ This thieat did not mail the Government, foi the lesohihon 
was earned by 60 rotes against 42 

Status or Women 

The Honse then took up 3Ir Jtnaraja Sedge's lesolntion lecommendmg the 
aiipointmcni.. of a committee to examine and report the present position of rromen 
nndcL thh dxisting laws rvith special leferencc to the rights of maintenance, inheiitance, 

r. g , ,ez 
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soudit to e^ohe a common citizenship 'imi to remoie nil obst-icles under this let 
hindering subjects of mtive stntes m this direction 

Ml B Da? mtioduced the Bdl to nmend the Indnn St-ites (pio^ection mniiist 
disaffection) Act of 1922 so as to mike cleai that the piosecution of an ofleiue 
committed under the Act could only take place in the town oi the distiict uhere 
the publications iveie first printed or where the editor or author of a newspaper or 
a book or a document usually resided Cases occurred in the pist when poweiful 
interests started the prosecution of an editor in the jiiacc wheie the ofiendiii" 
document had been sold, thereby causing undue hardships for the editor or the 
author to defend his case 

Mr Ifohanlal Saretia mtioduced a bill to safeguard the lights and inteiests of 
Indian nationals abroad The Bill, according to tfie statement ot objects and leasons, 
was based on the recognised accepted pi inciple of lecipioutr while laving down the 

f iuding principle for safe^iarding Indian lights and mteiests against imidioiis 
iscnmmation It left the Goieinment and the legislatuie fiee to exercise iinfetteied 
discretion in deservmg cases inth due legaid for special iircumstances It ensural a 
period of six months foi fuither negotiitions m eieiy case and if a delinquent State 
remedied the WTong and accepted a satisfactory solution dining the peiiod it would 
not be affected 

T)i G V Deshmvhh moved lefeience to a Select Committee of his bill to gue 
the right to divorce to Hindu women "Mi Bajona moved that discussion on Dr 
Deshimikh s Bdl be postponed nil the next daj foi non-ofhcnl bills He explained 
that he was not actuated bv anj motnes of obstiuction but so far he had leceived 
onlj one page of opinions on the bdl which had been nuidated for opinion That 
page contained opmions of obseuie cioneis like Pint, Piploda and Cooig (laughter) 
The House agreed to postixmement of fuithei discussion of the Bdl and adjourned 

Yotljg on Railway Demands 

20th FEBRUARY — ^The Assembh to-dav discussed demands foi giants iindei 
the Eadw IT Budget Mr Satj/amiirtht mo\ed a cut of Rs 100 m the demind foi 
the Eadwav Board m older to censure the Govenimeut ‘for their fiiluie to eiohe 
aud follow a loug 1 iiige pohey legudmg Ridwn finance Mi JT Santaiian, supimt- 
ingMr Satvamurthi, advocated a thieefold polit a of Ridwaa admmistiation Mi B 
Dos, supporting the cut, held th it some of the ladways since the list foiii ye.irs, had 
been running at a loss What spead control, he asked, was being applied bv the 
Financial Commissioner to these ridways The House dnided on the Congiess 
Party b cut motion and It was passed by 65 to 40 aotes The Muslim Leigue, the Euro- 
pean group and the Government voted together against the motion 

Mr Avtnashtbnqam Chetttar then raoaed anothei cut of Es 100 m the demand 
under the head of the 1 ad wav boaid, to discuss the mittei of the Indi mization of the 
higher sei vices of the rad wivs Mr Chettiai refeued to the aujiointment of Indians 
as agents to the railways and as membeis of the ridw ij bond ,ind asked how many 
nioieyeirsit avould take for complete Indiamz itioii He charged the Goverament 
with arranging things m such a wav that theie should be peiminent impoitition of 
men from England^ This reseiwation of the polu.\ m fnour of the Eiuopams was 
totally wTong^and should be lejected 

Eepbing to the debate, Su Thomas Stewaif pointed out that the moi ei had based 
Ills case oil one or two mst inces He, how e\ei, asserted th it the figures leallv show- 
^that there had been an honest endeaaourto woik the jhiIkx laid down Pnor to 
lajmffdowna pohey of svstematic Indiamzation m 1926, the peicentige of the Indians 
jn ifei-25 was29 41,' whdem I93i-3S it was 52 5d This lepicaeuted an incieasefiom 
oOolooCB Thenumbnof European oSicers had decreised fiom 732 m 1924-25 to 
*459 in I937-3S Turning to the reenutment figiues -direct or bv juomotion— he 
jiomted, but that out of a total of 1S5 the niimher of the Indians was 140, of the 
Europeans 45 Hi 1937-38, of the 21 persons recruited onh thiee weie Europeans 
These figures, he added, weie made with lefeience to the communal pioportioiis 
pieSelib^ in the 19^ resolution of tlie House He added that the figures quoted only 
referrrf to lecnutment to the State-managed railways The comuana -managed i ul wavs, 
though not compelled by the Government, had also fallen m mth the request of the 
Government The percentage of the Indians m the seivicesof^ the company-managed 
railwav s had nsen from 17 74 per cent in 1924 to 44 39 m 1937-33 

The manufacture of locomotives in India was urged m the couise of the debate 
X)fl fEb next cut of Es ICX) to censure the Government foi not stiituig this industry 
Jlr. ‘Mohaiilal Saxena, moving the cut, lefeiied to Su Guthrie Eussel s remaiks m 
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Sir Thomas Sietccri, replying, felt some doubt us to 'svbetber there -n-as complete 
UBd ppise underetmuhag as to die exact obhgatioas and liabilmes of the Government 
^no 1 ^ orcscu of "wiucli tli6y 'vr6jre bott licinix ‘icciisod Ho C: 5 Tjl*uned. thG 
lydi resolution vriuch vras the charter of the minorities under ivhich the 3Ii slims 
ivere to get 25 per cent Eefemng to the supenor services he pointed out that out 
of lo recruitments in 1934-35 on the State-manaffed railu avs there ivere three Ifudim^ 
givmg a percentage of 33 1 In 1935-36 there uere six Muslims out of 24 inth a per- 
centage of 25 In 1936-37 there tvere ttvo Mushms out of IS recruits, or 11 per cent 
This tvas because one of the selected JIushms wis disqualified bv the Medical Board 
and ttvo persons were required for sjiecial qualifications In 1937-33 there were four 
Mushms out of IS recruits representinu 22 per cent In the companv-manat^^ rail- 
ways there were five Muslims out of 2b recruits m 1934-35 , three out of IS m"l935-36 , 
nine out of 16 in 1936-37 nme out of 40 m 1937-3S. This save the to*al average of 
20 per cent m the State-managed, and 26 per cent, m the company-manased railwavs 
Eefemng to Sir Baza Ah s suggestion to accelerate in the same wav as Yhev did *m 
the Indianization programme. Sir Thomas Stewart denied that there was anj deh- 
berate policy of extra we^ghtage adopted bv the Government in connection ivith the 
Indianizahon programme. In the subordma'e services he continued, it was not 
liossible to apply the 25 per cent proportions as a fiat rate on all the ruliravs It 
could only be treated as an overall figure mth lititude to varv it according to the 
density and population of the temtones served by anv paniciilir railwav The per- 
centages of Mushms therefore vaned from 60 per cent m the Y W Bailway to 11 
lier cent on the M S M Badwav He also pomted out that Sir Baza Ah s sugges- 
tion of intermediate recrmtmenr had been anticipated and there were orders uhich 
enabled 20 per cent recruitment from outside In this also appropnate share was 
gia en to the Mushms 

Mr JLf A Ji-inah, replying to appeal not to press the motion, pomted out that there 
was great anxiety on the of the Muslim Lrague party on this question and they 
wanted to leave a landmark to beacon for Sir Thomas ' Stewart s successor on the 
records of the House to remand him of the demands of the Mushms He assured the 
Eailway Member that it was not intended as a censure and regretted hi= mabihty to 
withdi-aw the resolution He noted with reeret that Mr Pararoanand had mtroduced 
the old and hackneved slogans He appealed to 5Ir Paramanand and the Consress 
Party, who were dumb all through the discussion and considered themselves above 
all such considerations, to reahse the actuahties mstead of meielv assertmg theories 
of the oneness of the nation 

3Ir Sati/aviurtrt, explainuiu the Congress attitude declared that they were mtent 
on attainins the freedom of the country as^earlv as possible with the cooperaUon of all 
others They did not want to mterfere in the domestic quarrel between the Europeans — 
the smallest community in this country which enjoved the biggest represent ition— and 
the Muslims M'hv should there be a quarrel on this issue His party would be glad 
if the whole treasiirv benches were full of Jinnahs and the railway board filled with 
Ziauddins {Loud Laughter) The Congress believed in tbe need of giving adequate 
representation to all the^ commimities and tbe Congress Governments foUowmg this 
pohcv justified this generositv (Cheers , cnes of ‘nbj no ) He concluded bv apj^mg 
to the House to trust the Indians rather than non-Indians and not to put trust in 
the Prmces or the (government of India The motion was accepted without division 

Mr Azhar Ah moved the last cut motion of the Mushm League partv to dis- 
cuss the detailed administration and the general pohcv of the Eaalwav Board He 
criticized the board on the around that the power vested m them was transferred to 
the uenerah manasers of the railways with the residtthat there was no common pohey 
and whatever decisions the general' manasrers took the board endorsed them 

.. Sat Thomas Stewart said that m the debate there was a mixture of quite a num- 
ber of subjects which had already been debated in the earlier cut motions It was like 
servin® Ihe various portions of 'the debates which tlie House Bad alreadv hsten&i to 
His reply to these debates was there and he was sure the House did not want him to 
repeat tfipm The motion was passed without division and the House adjourned 

''-^4th FEBRUARY —Mr Miller, on behalf of the European Group initiated an 
interestmg discussion over his “cut motion suggestmg the formauon of an independ- 
ent ^SafeK Squad for railways Though he had no cnUcism to offer m respect of 
officers deputed to enquire into causes of acciden*s, he felt that public apprehensions 
were not unnatural, leadms: to the demand for judicial enquiries m the cases of 
major disasters Much better, he thousht it would be, if investigitinu oheers were 
dirorced of all control by the Bailway^Board and all expectations from that quarter 
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CoAE ]iLsE3 Safett Bill (costd ) 

Sir Muhammad Zaft'ulla 'Khan then mored th-it the Bill to make farther 
provision for safety m coal mines, as repoited bv the select committee, be taken 
into consideration Sir Muhammad bneflv esplamed the aims of the BiU which m 

1 mtended to secure for safety in cod mmes The necessitr foi 

the mil arose out of the concutions that now pierailed in the coal fields in Jhana 
and Eanmanj where the mam work of extraction now was from pdlars that had been 
left standmg The Bdl would also help in securing conservaPon of coal resources of 

these mmes The Bill proposed to confer on th^ mmimr mspector the ixiwer to 

pronde for safetr in mmes by sand stowins: etc, to lew'" for defravmo- the co=t of 
such stowing Mr B Las, siipjorting the moPon, hoped that rules be framed under 
this bill which would be placed on the table of the house. The cbscussion had not 
concluded when the house took up Mr Asaf All s adjournment moPon 

Adj Motion— Dflhi Electric Scppla 


Mr Asaf AL at this stage moved his adjournment motion and charactensel 
as scandalous the position m regard to rates for eleotnc energv m Delhi The 
comnanvs generatmg cost was much less than two jies per unit but the 
company sold it at about 3^ annas rer unit at piesent If the Delhi 
mimicijality were given the distnbutmg license they it was expected, would 
be able to sell power at about one anna but even if they had to sell it at i 
slightlv higher rate the profits, if any would go back to* the ratepajer unlike 
the profits made bv the com’ my now Bv refusing the grant for distributing licence, 
the local Government had sold the mimicipihtv bound hand and foot to the compam 
Sir Mohamed Zafrullah referred to the enquiry made by ilr Eadcliff and the 
findmg of that mdependent expert was that the* proposal * of the Delhi municipal 
committee was impracPcable Nevertheless, the Chief Commissioner of Delhi took 
ad\ antage of the opportunity ofiered by the appbcaPon foi distnbuPng bcence and took 
up the matter with the comj’auv who would evenPialh make leductions m the rates 
for bulk as well as domestic consiimpPon For the former categorv the reduction 
Avas from three anu"s to two annas per unit up to fi\e lakh units and from two to 
one and half annas per unit above five lakhs unit, while for domesPc consumption 
the reduction was from 3 15 pei imit to 2 75 j er unit The Delhi consumer had thus 
made lery good business out of it 

The motion was pressed to a division and lost by 56 to 44 votes The Assembly 
then adjourn^ till the next day when the Budget was presented 

Financial Statement for 1939-40 


28th FEBRUARY —Str James Grtgg mtroduced to-day his budget for 1939-40 
The esPmates show a deficit of 50 lakhs, after making provision for-^ 

(1) Introduction of slab svstem m mcome-tax mstead of step system , and 

(2) reduction of excise duty on Ehandsan sugar from Ee 1 to 8 annas per 
Cwt Aueldmg a revenue of 5^ lakhs 

The onlv other change m taxation is the doublimr of the import duty on 
raw cotton exj ected to yield 55 lakhs which inJl more than coier the dehci’ 

The Finance Member hop^ that the mcreased duty would promote the groiv- 
xng in India of the longer staples of cotton (of ivhich over 70U (XX) bales 
wme imported annually) 

f^ir James concluded bv making a plea for pobtical reconcihation ‘•Without 
this,” he said, “Central and “Provmcial Governmaits alike in India must 
fad m the great task allotted to them of raismg the standards of life of 
the leople.’ 

BcPGET at a GI.ASCE 


In erores 
of Es 
1930-40 


Budget 


Eevenne 

Expenditure 


S215 
S2 65 


Surplus (t) or Deficit 

foUoiLuig its a siivuiwiif of the Finance Member s speech 
t 1937-3S— The financial vKir 1937-38 closed on balance Es 31 lakhs better 
iha u was anticipated m the revised estimates owmg to a reduction oi Es J lauis 




120 . THE INDIAN LEGISLAmT ASSE3IBLY [ sot dei^hi- 

The esfiinates for Qentral Excise duties siradarlv folloir the rented fi<nirej 
Their main componentis-nn estimate of Es A® lakhs from the datv on sn^ar "^This 
figure, togetner with the estimate of Ks 20 lakhs under Cusioms 'from imnort dun 
on sugar, is to be regarded as nominal, fo- aithoimh any loss ot excise rerenne uaused 
by a shortage of indigenous supplies should be more flhan made up b\ the Customs 
re-^enue on increased imports of foreign sugar, the various uncertam' factors in the 
situatioa render it unsafe to assume a to*^al "mcome from both Excise and Customs 
duties of more than Es 4,20 lakhs 

In framing the budget estimates for ‘Taxes on Income it iras firs^ necess'»rv to 
alloir for the de'bne in trade, the effe,.t of avhich has been taken at Es 81 lakhs On 
the other hand, the adoption of me Slab System at the scale of rates shoavn in Appen- 
dix 2 of the Inaome-t ix Enquiry Eeport of 1936 is expected to result m a net gam 
of Es 76 lakhs, a decrease of Es 93 lakhs m income-tax paid bv mdindual asse^S 8 e 3 
bemg more tnan toonterhalanced by increases of Es 1,17 lakhs in super-tax from 
indmrluals and of Es 31 lakhs in meome-tax and Es 21 lakhs in super-tax from 
Companies Furthermore, the legislatii e changes coutamed in the Income-tax (Amen 1- 
ment) Bill, together inth the abolition of the leave pav exemption, are expected to 
produce another Es 50 lakhs All told the combined efiect of the chanses ah assess- 
ment IS an increase of Es 1,31 lakhs of which Es 21 lakhs is imder Corporation Tax, 
and the final result IS an improvement of Es 5J lakhs on the revised estimates for 
1933-39 After the rulwaa coutnfaution of Es 2 13 lakhs has been taken into account 
the prmmtial share of Iiuome Taxis estimated at Es 1 78 lakhs, which is Es ^ lakhs 
more than the revised estimates for the current yeai 

Posts and Telegr aphs — In spite of a decline m revenue it has been found possible 
to make eqmv-’lent i eductions in expenditme, and a balanced budget is expected both m 
the tuxrent rear ,md in 1939-40 

EsTIilATED ExPEXDrXTKE EOS 1939—40 

A Defence,— The total proa ision for the Delenee Services is Es 45,18 lakhs 
which IS the same as the budget figure for the current year but is Es 1,03 lakhs 
less than the revised estimates The Finance Member repeated his naming that 
the sums which it had been possible toallomte to the Defence Services m recent 
vears had borne little lelationship to nubtarj e-xigencies or to the mtemadonal 
situation He pomted out that the budget estimate for 1939-40 provided merelj 
for staudms: charges and commitments and that it had onlv been possible to keep 
expeiidi‘nre'‘down to this figure bv allowmg for (1) the recapt of the iddition of 
£500,0(X3 to the Garr-'u ~ contribution, wtudi he had announced on the 13th 
September, 1933, (2) the transfer of ceitun umts to the Imperial Establishment 

md (3) the draning on smkmg funds to the extent of Es 49 lakhs for purposes 
other than those for avhith thej were meant The budget estimate also allowed 
for the receipt of £2,150,1300, bemg the first part of the capital grant of £ 5 millions, 
also announced bv the Finance Member on tbe Id*^!! September, 1933 Tbe 
Finance Member hoped that the dc'-isions of His ilajestj s Government on the 
Chatfield Eerart would result in further substantial amounts being made available 
to bring Indui’s defence forces up to modern standaids 

Interest —It is estimated that there will be a large decline, amounting to Es 1 96 
Ekhs as compared arith tbe bndge*^ estimate for the current year in the requirements 
under Inteiest Hus siving is mainh accounted for bv a reduction of Es 1,60 
lakhs in the amount pav able as bonus" on Post Office Cash Certificates The Tmame 
Member, pom ted out that this sabstantial reduction m interest charges was 
laicdy-diie to careful management of the public debt on tbe part of his pr^ecessor 
abcl 'to the policv of sound "finaucu which had been pursued by the Government 
-oL India over a number of vears „ , 

Ihq total estimate for expenditure is Es o,00 lakhs less than me reiissd 
estifiiate for the current vear This substantial reduction is largelv accounted for bv 
fbfi-decreases imder Defence and Interest which have been explained abo'-e, but 
uodek tbe remaining heads also expenditure has on the whole been kept at the 
level of the reduc^ amounts shown m the revised estimates bv the prolongation 
af the economy measures brought into operition in the enrrent yeai The toml 
fisrurfts for 1939-40 are thus — 

Es 

Eevenjie ^,15 lakhs 

Expenditure ^,65 lakhs 

Protective deficit 50 lakhs 
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Many difficMt pioblcma face those responsible for the conduct of nflaus in India and 
elsewhere Foi Indm a&foi Uie,iest of thcMOiId, theieisno hope sa\e m a release 
oc tiie srxesses \\nicii opezate uet^\een lace and ncc and betAvecii community and 
commiuiity If that lelease can take place, Indii will not only be nioie piosperous 
in itself, It Mill ulso sliaie in the veiy much incieased piospcuty of the ivoild at laiuc 
and in both cases the potential growth of economic welfaie is almost lunitlesb And 
^ fhe last uoidsof my last budget speech to be simpl} a lestateraent oE 

the obvious truth that without political reconciliation — the Moid apu&iseuient has 
peihaps become too hackneyed— Cential and Piovmcial Go\einments alike in India 
must fail in the gicat task allotted to them of laising the standaids of life of the people 

New Income-Tax Ratos 


Ijs'COME-Tax 

T/ie following is the table shoioing the lates of jncome and snpei- 
taxes pioposed 

A Tnduidiials, F -r Hindu Undmded Families and Associa- 


tions of peisoas (othei ( 

Income Fate pei 

l\s Kupee 

A P 

Fust l,-)00 Nil 

Next , 3,o00 0 9 

„ 5,000 1 9 

„ 5,000 2 0 

Balance of income 2 6 


No tax payible on incomes not exceeding Rs 2,000, Income-tax on incomes 
just aboie Es 2,000 to beiestiicted to half the excess of the income aboie Es 2,000 
B Eate foi Compauies— 2 annas 6 pies in the lupee 


A A«sessecs othei 


Fust 

Next 




Balance of income 


Supeh-Tax 


Companies 

Eate at 

annas pel itipec 

Bs 


A P 

25,000 


Nil 

10,000 


. 1 0 

20,000 


2 0 

70,000 


3 0 

7^000 


4 0 

l,oU,u00 


5 0 

1,50,000 


6 0 
7 0 


B Companies — 1 anna in the rupee on the nhole income (no exempted slab) 

No Binvbaige to be chaiged in lespect of eitbei the Income-tax oi the 
Supei-tax. 

Geseral Discussion of Budget 

7tli MARCH — Eefoie the geneial discussion of Budget commenced to-day Mi 
Abdul Qatyum moied an adiouinmcnt motion on Kenja Tlie motion sought to discuss 
the failure of the Govcinment of India to seeiiie the annulment ot the existing 
piactice luth legaid to the alienation and tiansfei of lands in the ICenxa Highlands 
to Indians and the disqiueting fact that non-Biitish subjects of the Euiopein lace 
wilUieceive piefeiential tieatment as against Indians The motion i\as accepted 
without discussion 

General discussion on the Budget was then opened by Mi J/anu Subedar 
fiom the Congiess benches Mr Subedar felt that the Indiin Financial systiOT 
was patchwork prepared by oppoitunists who were anxious to conceal fiom the 
people and from the Icgisiatiiie the tiue position The Financnl aixangemems 
weie such that the Government were neivous every time theie was a piojecfc lor the 
pioduction of something m India Eveiy assistance asked foi and eveiy encomage* 
ment oi facility sought w^as turned down because all such requests weie consideiea 
only with reference to a diminishing revenue from impoit duties This was a basic 
defeat in the financial structuie which would ha^c continued if the law of aimimsh- 
ing returns had not inteiiened and compelled the Finance Membei to coistate policy 
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Mr AMul Qati/um suggested the rwingof n \ohinteer arui-j from muotig Indniis 
and Indwnmtion of the evisting Butisli armj 'lint would leduco c\iM!uiium imS 
make the -nmv more cflieicnt lie ‘>trongl\ cnlui^eil tlic forwinl jiolicv <u ilu 
fiontiei and said he suspected the object w is to pun a foothold for a fiituxt ■» ir 
in Cential Asia Pie opposexl the cotton dut\ and pointed out tint the fifu irorL 
gap could hue been filled bj a tut in high sihnes of Goicrnmcnt odidiL ' 

Mr BhtiUo commended two features of the Budget, nimch, ab'-cme of no <1 
forms of tax and eiifoicement of internal ceononn 'Die lottnn duti In muI 
was a blessing in disguise to the Indian lotton cultnalor Imbm milK sho dd 
consume onlj Indian cotton he acseited, and in older to cnfoie tins pnm iph la 
would eieii suppoit complete stoppage of all foreign cotton Dciling wiili th. 
foukkui baiiage, he stated it was constructed at a time when prnes were high ind 
theiefoie capital expenditure was conc«pondingd\ high He fuouicd u rcialua'i.n 
of the baiiageat a lower figuie so as to icduoe interest charges 

Ml Kaiiash Behan Lai ciuitised what he legauicd is denial of cqn d 
tuniticstopiOMnecstoimpioictheii economic condiiions as cvenipliiied in tin nfii d to 
open broadcasting stations in ccifain pi oi lines like Bilnr He cmpIiisiMsi fit ii tin , 
stations taniid with them economic as well as ecimalue lalnes wlinli should in 
shaied bj all paits of the countn He dso aicrtcd to the paiuiic of lichins m tin 
Indian aimj 

Ml Azhar Alt declared that India’s ciedit did not sinnd \er\ huh in iJie r\c'- 
of the pcojile of the tonniij, howcici high the rinainc Member might siw it 
in the intcinational marlct Ho stioimh coinleinned laving of law mucinissuih 
us cotton and also the ban on the evioit cif sugar from Indn to counines abionl 

Sardar Sant Stngli, aftei rcfciiing to the hippv news of liie R ijkol 'cttlnin it, 
said the budget was a businesslike one but complained it bid not ban mule 
interesting looidinaij lay man 

Ml OlitcistidcJtn nniesenedlj eongratukitod the rninnec Mrmber on the tin r<^ e 
in the LOtton dutj He howcici criticised the c\j endiinre iiunrred for pniMdin 
inoic amenilitcs foi Biitish troops inslesc! of using tlie inonei forluuing inn inn nt^ 

JIi J{ N Basil thought that the huclget was featureless and tlicic wa- noilun,. 
cxtiaoidmaij oi sinking in it He rcgiettcd that time was uo lotuiii to the hilt 
anna postcaid He was of opinion lint Uit iiuonutav sldts were n bit toi line 
while the now cotton diitj was an iiicinetl «ubsulj of iboiit four ptremt to 
IniKashiie 

Ml K S Gupta deilarcd that the runiuo Member was n skilful puvbr 
who with a stioke of the j'eii (onitiicsl i deficit into a smplns He cntuts.sl tin 
e\pemlituic on defenre and said tint no other eouiitn spends so nnuh is h df 
the income on defence 

Sill MARCH —Ml Aihman comidainal of cmioachmcnl l)v rronmnl f.oirrn- 
ments on the field ol ccnfial taxation and sud tint tlierc was 1 1 era nnl c’ in_( r 
both to the finniKial stuictuic is a whole and to industinl uid comimrv ial 
ment Sir Henrv Gidiutj icfeiied to the ccononn ellalal in the (_i\il Estinn'e- ml 
warned the Finance Meinlici that economy mdcliiiieinv were si range liai bllmn 
He also pointed out tint there w is plenty of loom for cconouu iii the mc-du il 
Beclion of the Defence Dcpiitincnt 

Ml Rpfitiddin Ahmed Siddiqiie, making his maiden speech stros‘-ed fbe i e-sl 
foi a change in the scale of jm of olhcnls, for Iiidnnising the \rmi lud fo'- 
ending the picsent nulitarv poluv in \\.inustau 

Ml Asnf Ah sMuiiatliised wUii the jHisitioii of the ritnme 'Mcnibir who i"d 
to adopt a Tcki 11 and II vde complex in doing lus job and 1 ud down ibni inirn 
for judging the icsult of his stcwardsliip of the countn s JmaiicC' Hid the aic- _> 
income of the people, the totil miniher of industries- and the laitc of itimia >.b.!i' 
iiicicaBcd dining tlic jicriod of his rmamc Mcmbcishij) ? tt , i 

Sti James Grtgg in ulc a long sjieech rcplxiiu- to tin culnte He clrseV-j j 
the Congress Partx’s complunt of “iiniler-estimifiiu:' is in olio o! t ic-.r mu <,r- 
loice, file \oicc of the I'edcralion of Indian Chtiiibcrs of tomniene and Indu .p 
and maint lined that the Budget had not hccii frimal cm i js-'U'uUi bus jj, 
(lefencied the clntx on raw cotton uid obsened that t dk of niin itioa o> tin Im ui null 
industix w IS “complete rubbish ’ 

Woi'KMix’s CoMrix=\TnaN \x i xn But 

I he House next pissed the Bill to further nueiul the Worlnciis f j- 
fcutiou Act, 192J 'Jhe Bill iris mundal to rciimic the doubts ,n js „ ,ol !. <x- 
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fiicfang decisions oEHiKh Courts as to rrhether on account of the expression ‘emploTed 
on monthly irnges’ oceumug in the definition of a workman in the M^'orlanen s Com- 
pensation Act a worker whose wages were paid othennse than monthlv could claim 
benefits of the Act The Bill proposed to make it clear that it was never the inten- 
tion of the Act to debar a worker on such ground The Bill also sought to enable a 
workman whose claim had been rejected on this groimd to have the miestigation of 
his claim reopened 

CoTTOK GrxjrixG & Pbessisg Amexd Btt.t. 

The second Bill to amend the Cotton Ginnmg and Piessing Factones Act 1925 
sought to meet the representations of cotton deafers that under the Ginning and 
Pressing Factories Act a rigid application of the pioriMon which enabled a purchasei 
to reject a bale, if it was not marked as required by the law, caused great hai-dship 
to the trade. Ihe House then adjourned 

Fokeigxehs Eegistpatjox Bill 

9th MARCH —The Assembly to-day agreed to referaiee to a Select Committee 
of Sir Reginald Maxtcell s Eegistration of Foreigners Bill In movmg that the 
Bill be taken into consideration, Sti Reginald said that its object was a simple one 
and Its provisions were confined to the creation of the legal maLlimerv neiessary 
lor mamtaining a roister of the foreigners who were at anN time present in Butish 
India and keeping that register up to date. ’ “I do not, however, pretend that 
this IS the only or even the pniicijial ground for brmgmg this measure brfore the Hoi se 
I have hitherto been spealmg only of what is necessaiy ui moral times, that is to 
say, times of peace. In the present world circumstances howeier, ue cannot ignore 
the possibihtj that this country might at some tune or othci become inaolved urwar, 
and that in such a war some of tFe foreigner present in the tountry might concei- 
vahlj become a source of danger I do not say that anj special or immediate appre- 
hension exist at this moment, but it is a jiossibihn that must be kept in mind and 
in such matters the only safe maxim is to be prepared m peace for any measures 
that may become necessary in war 

‘’Government have for some time past been engaged xn an exanunafion of the 
measures which might become necessaiy in a war ciiiergencc and the problem of 
tiealmg inth foieiguers is one of the subjects which have 'come under consideration 
Piefemnsr to the available figures of foragneis, Sii Reginald stated that in 1931, 
uhen the last census was taken, there w-s a total os 572, ftX) but a verv laige number 
of them weie such that bv long usuage they were hardh considered foreigneis ?ir 
Reginald announced that in deference to the Hashes of j artv leaders be was prej ared 
to accept the amendment for reference of the bill to a Select Committee on the under- 
Et indmg that it should complete its uorks in time to enable the Bill to be taken tliioiigh 
the final stages in the present session 

Sax'd-Stowixg Bill 

Tiie House then continued the debate on the Sand-Stowmg Bill as rer-orted 
by the Select Gomimttee, consideration of uhich had been moied" by Sir Mo! amed 
ZafruUah m an earher lifting 

VoTEXG ox Bedgett Deu.axds 

10th MARCH — The question hour lasted onh 15 mmutes to-dav and the House 
thereafter took up the discussion on cut motions m' the general budget Ihe Eurojiean 
group opened the discussion uath a cut of Es 100 in 'the demand under ‘Executne 
Gouucil’ to raise a debate on the relationship between provmcial and central finances 
Mr L C Russ, moiung a cut, acknouledged that Sir James Gnggs keenest critics could 
hanUy deny that he fied been outstandingly successftd in his object of prondmg 
funds' for provincial needs, wlule at the same time secunng a position of stabihtj m 
lus own budget and placmg India’s credit high Mr Buss cntieized the petrol sales tax 
and the employment tax and dalared that these were the issues about which theie 
Has a very good case for discussion and a reasonable mterpretation of the Goieru- 
ment of India Act It would be a sorry state of aflairs if the infransigienee of 
proimces over such matters as these should compel the centre through sheer 
necessity, owing to contractmg sources of revenue, to intbhold their contnbutionb to 
the proimcial '^exchequers from such funds as they would normalh share Hith 
provmces The prohibition programme, said Jlr Buss, was the immediate source of 
the dilhculhes of the provinces 'aud an incentiie to look for supplementary reienue 
in directions which clashed with the interest of the centre. Mr Buss j leaded for a 
frank and intimate discussion betneen the fiuauciil .luthonties at the centre aud m 
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the provinces as the best ivay of achieving a reasonable interpretation of their 
respective fields of taxation Such a discussion M as the immediate need, he «iid, 
repa’dless of the piobable oi impiobable date of federation 

Sir James Grtqg, after stiessing the imi/Ortance of the subject, obsened that 
uith all federations tlieie must be a penod dunng -which respectne taMlmn m the 
spheres of federation and units had to be delimited b\ the Ecderal Court and 
Incha could not expect to escape the process uhieh, houeier much it mij.lit be 
represented as a fight between the centie and units, uas the necessai-v one Tlie 
first step in this process was the case in tegaid to the 0 P jjetrol lax lie 
stated in replj to questions in the House that the Government had been caicfull) 
consideiing the full implications of the judgments m this case and tliat it 
uas tnse to sax as little as possible That in the m iin must still be Ins 
attitude, though he might lemind the House of the obsenations he lind 
made in his budget speech and of the Chief Justice^ declaration that theic 
must be mutual accommodation and forbeaiance between confinting juns- 
dictions As regards the plea for legulai conferences of rinance Jlinistcis 
the Finance Member said that he had dreadv explained his attitude The fust 
tonfeience of this kind uaa held in 1938 at his instince It then disru'-scd this ven 
problem uhich had non ansen in an acute foim m the C P case of theapjarent 
oierlapping of excises and sales taxes He had made ceifain suggestions nhicli, lie 
hexing as he then did that taxes on sales of mdixidinl commodities were nolwitlmi 
the pioxincial spheie, he then thought, ueie fan and gencious qho=t jiroio^-als ' 
ivere not acceptable to the pimineial lopiescnt iticcs But men now le belieicu that 
those pioposals ueie the onlj' possible solution of the pioblem and neic complclclj 
appiojniate men to the changed cucumstances 

The employment tax raised two issues, (1) conriuTcnt jurisdiction, ami (2) 
special responsibilities for the protection of the lights of the sen ices As there neit 
tuo questions, It behoved him to be doublj disci eet Mitli jirco^cupation uitli the 
income-tax legislation it nas phjsically impossible to hold a second conferciueof 
Finance Mimsteis, but theie was no reason uhj conferences should not be icsumcd 
heieafter It xxas, houexer, no good holding these con fei cutes if thej ucie to lie i seel 
as a means for a conceited attack bj the pioxinces on the centie Thej must aii«e 
fiom and result m a genuine attempt or coopeiation Ihe fiiiamial sohencx and 
stability at the centie must be piesened at all costs It might he jossiblt foi i 
long time to haxe financial stabilitj at the centie uilliout ha\ing it in the jiro- 
vintes, but ‘lie cannot eien foi a shoit time ha\e hnancinl stabihu in the jiioxin- 
ccs Mithout haling it in the centre’ Subject to this prime coiisuleiation, it was tlie 
duty of the centie to do what it could foi the pioiinces and he (laimcd that the 
Goieinment of Indi” had done and were doing this In the piesent Imd'ct time 
weie ten or twehe cioios b> way of assistance to the j'lounccs When the 

Niemcjci Aw aid was diawn up nobody supposed that deiolution of iiuome-tix 

would begin foi fixe jeais but in point of fact dexolution stalled stiaightaw ix and 
with the passing of the income-tax lemslation designed to imj loie the maduiicix 
and btructuie of income-tax it would be possible to dexohe fuithei sums 'jhe 

Niemejcr process was continuous but it xvas not going lo help much I he ‘quisi’ 

ultimate issue xvas that the imlitai-j expenditure roust be leduccd the saxing sliould 
be gixen to pioxinees, paj must be cut and double income-tax relief must be 
abolished For that means that they would onlj anixe at fiicdou ami non coojeii- 
tion and what was wanted xvas cooperation to the common end foi the amclioruion 
of the condition of the masses of people If the object was to distioj not oiilx the 
tiansitional constitution and foice something quite difleient the-i all he had smi w is 
inelevant and the outlook foi India was not good 

13th MARCH —Dr Sir Ziauddm Ahmed moved the fust of the Mu=hni League 
Paify cuts to-day to reduce the demand under the head executixe (OunciJ bx Re 1/- lo 
discuss the inadequate lepiesentation of Muslims in ccntial scixiccs other than 
railways He then pioce^ed to deal with Muslim rcpiesentalions in the Laboui 
Depaitment, the Archaeological Department, the G'ential Board of Rexenue "iid 
the Medical Eeseaich Depaitment He suggested that the perccntage_ of Muslims 
in each Department should be so fixed that they might obtain the 23 p e share 
xxithra ten jeais- Sir Reginald Maxwell^ repljing lo the debate, dmdcu the argu- 
ments adxanced into two classes, namclx, expression of doubt at to wlicthci tlie 
1914 resolution xvas being eaniecl out as it stood and, secondix arguments ofloniig 
suggestions for fuithei adxancing the policy laid down in oidet to accelerate 
the achiexement of its object On the question of posts requinng techuieil quali- 
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fications pointed out that this question xrns being examined afresh to see whether 
any modincations Dere necessai-y. As legaids pioraotion hr seiiiontY the aeneral 
rule Avas that it was subject lo the fitness of the senior man and such piomotions 
OTcurred only lu cases where the promotion was to a post in a supeiior cadre and 
heie it Aras not entirely oi en to a Hindu or a Muslim accoiduig to anA" pre-detei- 
mined plan Concluding, he ofFeicd to inAcstigate anv complamt that was biought 
to his notice i^arding the working of the resolution ' Sir Ziauddtn Ahmed at tins 
stage exiiressed satisfaction Avith the assurances giien by the Home Member and 
asked foi leaA’e to Aiathdraw the motion The motion was then withdiaivn 

Mr Stddtqtie Alt Khan moAed the second Mushm League Party cut of the 
^y to discuss “the departuie fiom the piactice of using Urdu script m postal forms” 
He refened to many instances in which | ost offices in places such as Sind, where 
Uidii was spoken bj manA people, did not have forms printed m Uidu The debate 
had not concluded Aihen the House adjoiimed 

14th MARCH — Sir Thomas Stewart, leplying to the debate to-dav, pointed out 
that there had been no departure from the practice of using such forms llie leal chaige 
tliat A\ as laised, according to him, avcs that the Post and Telegraph depaitment had 
been endeaAOunng to suppress Uidii forms and for this purpose had entered into a 
conspiracy Auth the Congress He denied this charge cate^oiically and declared that 
it AAas not the practice of the GoAernment oi the Post and Telegraph department to 
take sides m any politic il or liter ii-j disputes The speeches during the debate, he 
continued, weie an attempt to persuade the Goiemment to take pait in propaganda 
for popularising the Uidu scnpt The Postal department could not depend on any 
considerations other than piactical 

The motion was pressM to a division and rejected by 41 to 12 Aotes, the Congress 
jmrty lemaming neutral 

' Sir Ztavddtn moA ed a cid motion under ‘Posts and telegraphs department’ to 
discuss the alloAVing of ‘one-sided propaganda and withholding of telegiams sent bA a 
nval partA’ He referred to a telegiain published in the pi ess about the recent inci- 
dents in the Aligarh Uuireisity in uhich it appeared that students had been guiltv of 
burning books ~As a matter of fact he found on enquirv that this was entnelv 
AHOiig and the telegrams going the other side of the picture had been handed in but 
AAithhcld bj tlie telegiaph authoiitics 

Sii N N Sircar, Law Member, exjilained that the decision AAhetlier a telegram 
was objectionable 01 ahrming nas taken by the chsfnct magistrate and notbv a 
fifteen-rupee cleik Hoaa salutaiv and absolutely essential the pioAisioii of this 
pOAACi to AAithhold objectionable telegiams Aias, AAoiild be evident if one reflected on 
the incalculable harm that Aiall befall for instance bv a false telegram stating that 
a certain bank of Bombay had gone into liquidation 

vSir 2C N Sircar jiointed out that Mi Saiyamurti was coneet in holding tliat 
the rule was ultra itres of the section refeircd tobv lura but the rule was not made 
under that section but under the rule-making poAvers The motion, as it stood, 
hoAvever did not refei to rules but the posts and telegiaphs depaitment nho weie 
onlA acting on the distnct magistrate’s ordeis 

The cut motion avus picssed to a dmsion and passed by 53 to 41 votes, the Con- 
gress jnitj and Congress nationalists AOtiiig mth the JIuslim League party 

Mr Ifuhammad Nauman next got up to moie the last of the Muslim League 
paitj’s cut motions to discuss the condition to be imposed on subsidized or piotected 
industnes in India He had not concluded his speech iihen the time allotted to the 
Muslim League paitA expired and the Congiess Natioualist cut motions were taken up 

The House passed by 57 votes to 46 Mr Sant Singh’s cut motion to discuss 
the constitution and teims' of refeience of the Sandhurst Committee contrarv to the 
teims 111 the lesolution jiassed bv the Assembly He considered the composition and 
terms of refeiente of the Committee deiogatoi-j to the piestige of the House and 
humiliation Even if fieedom of choice was necessary, it should haie been exeicised 
not to satisfy the British Government but Indians Avho Avere vitally concerned 

jMi Ogthtc, replymg to the charges, pomted out that so far as the terms of 
reference aa ere concerned thev met the demand of the resolution of the House Aihich 
asked for implementing the recommendation of the Skeen Committee, namelv, five 
A ears after staiting Indian Sandhiiist there would be revieiv of pace of Indianisa- 
tion These Avere miplemented noAV by the present committee. He leiterated tlie 
AiCAVS regal ding the excellence of material coming into the ArniA and also about the 
the difficultj of tapping souices of this mateiial This question was so imjxutant 
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that the Government incliKled it among the tei ms of lefeicnce Eoi acf delation 
of leuiiitraent thcie bIiouUI be anihble suffieient good matcrnl The Govcin- 
ment vieie vciy in\ious about this and in this .connectnm ho lemtndcd the 
House that m 10 IS the numbei of candidates who ofTeied thcmsclics for thirty 
commissions in theaimj had fallen to 128 fiom 22b m 19J3 tlic peak jcai 
Tinning to the peisonnel of the committee, he poinfel out that the pic'^ent 
mcmboiship was based on vaiicty of icasons winch included tlic need foi widest 
possible evpeuoiice and pi attic il inteicst m the natuic of the problem The motion 
was picsbcd to a division and accepted by 57 votes to lb The Asbcmblj then adioiiincd 

15th MARCri —Mr S Satyamurii moved the fust of the Congress paitj’s cut 
to ceiiBinc the Government foi Its defence policj' and admin istiation ‘What is the 
Government’s defence policy’ ? asked Mi featjamuiti in moving the cut Tins poliev 
he declaicd, ultimately depended on the foicign pohry of Gic.it Biitain He condem- 
ned this policy as a jnuclv 'sjnneless policy ‘We in India who can woik out oin 
foieign policy,’ ho continued, ‘aic not consulted He did not see m\ paiticiilai danger 
to India from Asiatic countiies India, he pioeealccl, w is weak at piescnt m the most 

decisive aims in the defence of any countiy nimeh, an and aim Ho felt (hat 

thcie would be V Cl y little difficulty in completely Indi ini/ing the an force in India, 
because the Biitish wcic also new comeis in this held md eoidd not piitfoiuiul tho‘-e 
claims which weic maintained in connection with the land and sea foiccs India had 
no ten 1 tonal 01 commcicial ambition in any pait of tbe woild and is such it would 
not be difiicult foi hei to lemiin neutial m wais of fiitme All that she icqiiiml w is 

the minimum highly equipped lind foices with a fiist class ci(i/en aimj as a second 

line defence Foi this pin pose the piescnt c\|)cnditmc was fai too high and this 
countiy needed only .about Rs 25 cioics The Defence depiitmcnt, bowevei,wis 
not iiUeiestod in defending Indii but defending impeiiahst mleicsls Anoilici icison 
in ccnsuiing the defence policy and attitude w is lint the Defence dcpaitment w is 
consistently lefusing to take people of this couiitiv and then representatives in 
confidence Turning to the defence evpendituic, he declared tint the bulk of tJiib 
was wasted on the iiontiei wlicie waitime and pe.acotinic weie idcniical 

Ml Ogtlvte, repljing to tbe debate, icfcrred to the fiist main confenfioii that 
the country was not in an adequate state of defence and zegiihi forces w tie not 
piopeily distiibuted This, be said, was natiiial cnticisro, but it must be viewed 
fiom the ultimate point that India had now the laigest aggicgifo liiimm beings, 
namely, 36 million people and to meet the dclenre icqniiemcnls of all tlicsc (hej 
had only had an income of i Balkan btate at the disposal of the ccntnl Government 
The lesouices of this countO' had not been enough to secuic the establibhmcnt of 
a first class land, sea and an foice such as was necessaiy to defend the whole 
00110117 on tciras similar to those on which othci coimtiics depended Bntun had not 
defended India, someone else would have to The advance in the peifcction of aimamcnts 
during the last 20 yeaiB was enoimoiis and wc could not hopotobeai the cost of main- 
taining a modem aimy ‘We can, however, be thankful that in the event of a cdamitj 
ovei taking this countiy, enormous leinfoiceraents will be available’ Rcgaidmg tbe 
temtoual foice, he said that that again was a question of money He doubted 
the practical value of a vast national nnlitia as suggested by some members 
llefernng to Mi Abdul Qaiyum’s asseition that for the British to Indianize the 
army ivould be a suicide, the Defence Secretaiy said that an Indianircd armj 
would, they envas.aged, be as loyal as its predecessoi The House at this stage 
adjourned 

16th MARCH —Mi T S A CheUtar mo^cd the second of the Congress cuts 
to day to discuss the conditions of Indians overseas Mi Chettiar narrated at length 
the conditions of Indians in South jkfiica quoting fiom Seth Govmd Das’s report 
He lefeiied to Cevlon wheie most of the Indians vvcie from Madras The 
Government of India’s lesponsibility had now inci eased, he said, because the 
new income tax law piovided for taxing these Indians abioad He a^-siircd the 
Government that the Congiess was alwajs prepaied to suppoit them in all the 
steps they might adopt to help oveiseas Indians 

Sii Gtrja Shankar Bajpat, replying to the debate dealt with the more 
salient aspeets of the Subjects, namely, the questions of the Indians in bouth 
Afiioa Fiji, British Guina, Ceylon and Malaya and the question of the 
appointment of agents Dealing with feouth Afiiea, he admitted the difficulty and 
intensity of the situation and paid a tiibute to the heroism of our countnmen 
theie Ileferiing to tlie latest pioblem that the Indians in South Afnca were 
lu a state of giave apprehension as regards its outcome, he declared that this 
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ap irehension Vrm fully , shjvreJ by the Garernmeat of Indr We nre and 
liaA e been for menst fortnight in close correspondence with the Union Goiernment 
and we are defermined* to trv our utmost bj method of negotiations and he fo- 
one w IS quite hopeful that this matter was being settled amicably and honoarhU 
to the sabst lotion of all sections of Indians In Fiji the mam trouble u is 
inse-inty of Imd tenure B-it this limit xtion, he reminded the HoubC. anpliel 
to all and na‘ merely to Indians He informed the House nooiit the possibility 
of th.oMing open to the development of all land not held by the Fijians with 
91 years instcid of 21, as a probable dease period The Goiernment of India 
liad, he added, also taken up with his Majesty’s Goiernment the question of 
a liHunting an agent In Bn ish Goiana the problem was of marriages and accor- 
ding to the law there, all marnages which were not registerol' were illegiti- 
mate. Mr Tyson, he snd, hid been instruoteJ to do his best to obtain a sitis- 
factoiw solution The Village Communitiea Ordinance was a question in Ceilon 
"nd he contented himself by reminding the House when the question of true 
lelahons would he tiken up negotiation would also include the disabilities of 
Indians Turning to Malaya, he assured the House that while dealing with the 
question the wages problem status, etc would be kept in new 

The motion was carried without a diiision 

Mr. ZT SiJiitanam moied a cut to discuss ‘the failure of the Goiernment of 
India to jiroteet the co.o-uitit mdustr} ’ He said that there were H lakhs of 
acres in India, growing cocoiniit, of which 13 lakhs were in the Madras Presi- 
dencj and South Indian States The pnce trend was shown by the Dct that 
fiom Rs 23 per cwt, in 1929 it came down to Rs 6 in 1935 ana after a bnef 
period it rose again to Rs 12 It fell agam to Rs 6 Ceylon cocoaaut lyas being 
dumped at distress pnces and what was essentially a cottage industry in Malabir 
yris being ruined The remedy was a speciho duty on Ceylon cocomut 

Sir Muhammad Zafnillah Khan, replyang to the debate, stated that he had 
consideiable syrapithy with the new pomt yoiced by the House He pointed 
out tint prices dunng the last ten years had shown a tendency to ductnate, 
though fiom 1911 the pnces had leered round giizng the enlbiator a better 
' economic leturn Since 1937 there ivas an unfortunate lecession in pnces, the 
decline in account being perhaps more than that in other cases Bat adequate 
relief could be hoped only through a general nse in world pnces The Goiein- 
ment, he asserted, was seiiously considering the question The motion was accepted 
by the House. 

IMr Mohanlal Saxena moved the last of the Congress cuts to discuss the ques- 
tion of the state pnsouers detained without trial He confined himself mainly 
to the question of the three prisoners confined ui Delhi Sir Beg nald Maxwell, 
ieplyin<^, stated that according to the debate theie was no support to the mover 
from any part of the Housa He felt therefore, that his department w’s not 
guilty "the discussion was not concluded, when gmllotuie was applied and the 
remaining demands yiere passed without a chnsion The House then adjourned 

The Finance Bill Debate 

17lh MARCH —The Assembly began general discussion of the Finance Bill 
to-day the consideration of which was movM bv Bit Janes Gngg Opening the 
debate with a speech lishng over an hour, Mr Bhulahhai Desat desenbed the 
Finance Member as conservafive in estimafin^ the income and sociahshc in puttmg 
hts hands into other people s pockets, and as the worst of the jnodigals in espenditme 
Taking first the largest source of income, namely, customs, hir Desai expressed the 
oninion that a sura of ne.irly Rs 150 lakhs was concealed in the figures presented. 
tLs sum would be available from the expected sugar impoits Eefemng to the 
nalfen- sum of five and a half lakhs which was expected to result from the new 
monosa" ’ " isari sugar, he declared that the Finance Member was really 
• manufaeturers and the poorer consumers who depended on 
these “mamifactiuers lurmng to reienue from the mcometax m rentalismg 
which source of income thev had not imidged that assistance, Mr Desai said tnat 
the large pioceeds yvhich Sir James Gngg had promsed yy^n he introduced the 
Income-Tal Amendment Bill had diminished m the budge*- new law regarding 

trust's asserted Mr Desai yvas sure to bring in a substantial income Jlr Desai 
continued'that the proceeds from the tax on foreign ineomes on the accrual basis 
had not been taken mto account while the results expected from tightening up the 
michinery of collection had not been shown Sir James had argued that the proceeds 
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fiom the income tax ’noiild be affected by dctenorahon m hade. ^ He would point 
out, houeier, that this j eai s income-tix Mould be based on last j ear’s profits and 
fell James himself had said that last jear Mas a good 5 ear Mr Dcsai next 
cnticised the lemoial of the exemption limit on corporation super-tax Tins he 
deolaied Mould graiely affect the smaller industries Mhose income approached 'l?s 
StlOOO Refeiring to the pioposal to tap the nch in order to counter-balance tlic 
relief gn en to the poor, Mr Desai while not objecting to this pnnciple could not 
commend the Misdom of the pioposal Mhich would unohe a tax of nine and half 
annas pel iiipce on the last slab -01 as it mmht bo called, the last strau But no 
added taxation Mould ha\e been necessaiy if the lesoliition passed bj the House 
iccommending ten pei cent cut in the higher salaiies would haie been gnen cflctt 
to He Mould repe,at his appeal to the ofheials to make that voliintaij sacriiitc 
Coming to the additional impoit dutj on cotton. Mi Dcsai failed to undeistmd 
hoM this Mas going to bnng about immediate change in the growth of long 
staple cotton in ludii The effect of the imposition, he lemmded the House, Mould 
amount accouhng to his calculation to a bounty to the foieign competitors— not onlj 
Lancashiie but also Japan — of 4 pei cent on fanished cloth and 7 per cent on jam 

fell Coioasji Jehangtr, in a ti enchant speech, seieielj cnticised Sir James 
Giigg’b ncM pioposals to ‘soak the mh’ and help Jipanese tiadc Mith India ton 
Com is]i found fault Mith the Finance Mcmbei’s unoithodox methods of draMing 
upon the military sinking fund to the extent of 49 lakhs De<iling Mith the reticnch- 
ment of 118 lakhs on the cinl side he pointed out that reallj it Mas nothmg more 
tlian a postponement of the ci\il MOiks He condoled Mith the Finance Membci and 
the countiy on the diop of 3G7 lakhs of customs leieniie but he felt thcic Mas no 
justification for &11 James Giigg to expect an impioiement of only 35 lakhs He 
believed it would be easilj a croie He stionglv criticised the income tax proposals 
and pointed out that the budget pioposals conhimed his cailici feais that the new 
acciual basis and othei innovations Mill not yet jield much revenue He said that 
onlj 6,396 persons m Biitish India out of 270 millions earned ovei Bs 25,009 an n nail j 
while only 356 ovci one lakh Sir Cowasp then dealt at length with the additioinl 
impoit dutj on cotton fen James Giigg, he said, clutched at it because it was the 
onh Item which was showing increasing letuins and on the ground that it would 
encouioge the giowth of long staple cotton in India The Indian mill industiy, he 
said, wis now tollowing the advice of the 1927 textile committee as regards manu- 
factuiing a highei quality of cloth the law matenals for which would be coming 
mainly fiom East Afnca But suiely this action on the pait of the mill industi-j did 
not warrant the conclusion that long staple cotton could be grown in India To 
piove tins he quoted the lepoits of the Indian Central Committee, winch showed 
that hardly 7,tXX) bales weic capable of being spun at the lowest or the highest 
counts The Indian mills, he assuied the House were anxious to use Indian cotton 
because it was chcapei 

feu Ziauddm embraced a vast lange of subjects He contended that reduction 
in the value of the postcaid did not involve as large a loss of revenue as contended 
If the price decieased the demand would increase He also did not accept fen 
Cowasji’s argument that India was unable to grow aiij moic long staple cotton He 
had been assiued by the giovveis in the Punjab thit tliey could produce more long 
staple if they found the demand The incieasc in dutj was thus advantigeous to 
the ngricultunst He also dealt with the representation of JIuslims in services and 
aimy in India, parliculaily the division of the niray m India in two divisions, one 
foi the maintenance of internal secuiity and one for the defence of India 

Dr Bannerjt declared that the heavuness of the biuden of taxation could not 
be denied and the incidence of taxation was far from being equitable. The budget 
he lamented, was a veiy disappointing one and lacked foicsight and imagination 
The policy of letienchment did not go far enough and theie was no indication of 
the abolition of supcifluous posts 01 cuts in salaries There "is a verv unconvincing 
defence of the mihtaiy expendituie while the pohej behind the additional cotton 
duty and khandsiri proposals was the continuation of the policy of making the people 
knock then heads against each otbei He made a sp&-ial plea for the Bengal nulls 
which, he claimed, vvould suffer gieat hardships He next criticisra tlm jncomc-tax 
pioposals, paiticidarly the lenioval of the exemption limit of 50,000 in case of 
corporations He had not concluded when the House adjourned 

18th MARCH — 3Ii Abdtd Rashid Chatidhtiry referred to the solicitude of the 
Finance Mcmbci foi the lowei middle classes and said that this vvas at the exiicnsc 
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die iicher ehsses who 'irere being taxed out of existence The solicitude of the 
Finance Olembei fjn thelowei middle cliss, hoiveier, stopped when members of the'ie 
classes ]omed togethei to form companies Biitish policj in this coiintiw had been to 
pi event the accumulation of wealth heie 


Mr Mtifhura,iqa Mudnliar pointed out that this was the fifth bill of its natme 
■uhich the house had to deal inth and contained ex.ictlv similai pioiisions e g salt 
dutr postcard lates etc He had no objection to the khaiid'-an duU had it not ’been 
foi the change m the definition of faetoiies He next de.ilt aaith the evil eflects of 
the dumpiim of foreign salt in tins countn Tiirnmg to the income tax proposals he 
welcomed the new slab system but felt that it nas no ciedit to the Finance 
Membei s bonafides because he had left loopheles foi highly paid non-Indian officials 

Sicamt Vcnkatachallavi Chettij leminded the Finance Memhei that this was the 
first Finance Bill ba Sii James Gngg that had received constiaictia e cnticisms fiom 
the opposition and he hoped that Sii dimes uoiild make an efloit topiofit ha it 

Ml B Das made an attempt to stnke a balance sheet of the stewardship of the 
Finance Membei for the last fiie aeais Sii Junes, he declared, was able to 
maintain the ciedit of the Government of India but not the credit of Incha &ii 
James achieied this mainh because of the flight of gold and the high taxation policy 
of his piedecessoi He hoped Sir James Gngg, when at the u ii office, uould stand 
by the dispatches uluch he had mitten to the wu ofiice about the reduction of army 
expenditure and the cl urn foi laige contiibiitions 

Mr Azhar Ah, speakmg as a lepiesentative of the poor people of India, u anted 
the Goiernment of Incha to con«idei the case of the pool peojfle The iinder-estima- 
tion 111 this budget had been sufficiently pioied He for his party would merely assert 
that this budget was deioidof any concession to the pool 

3Ir Ananthasayanam Ayyangar declaied that the Finance Memhei should recog- 
nise that, since exports u eie shnnkiiig, customs revenue must deci ease yearbv yeai 
Owing to the adiance m the manufacture of synthetic substitutes amongst other 
leasons ludi i s exports of lau matenals yvere falling considerably Only by export 
of gold has tliey maintuned their credit abioid, but tins had had the effect of 
impoieiishing the countiw Eefeinng in conclusion to the broidcisting service. Mi 
Axyanger said that there nas a considerable amount of pitiona^e Ihey paid the 
same people to speak oi perfoim time after time , uhv chd thev not obtain the 
services of peoule yvho uere ready to spe.ik or perform free"’ The Assembly 
at this stage adjourned till Monday the 20th 

20th MARCH —Mr Kuladhar Chaltha put forward to-day Assam’s claim to grea- 
ter financial support from the Centre Thepiesent financial position of the jnoyiuce did 
not permit of the administration being properly run Without more funds at then 
disposal, the Goy ernment would not be able to develop the great natural resouices of 
thepioviiice. As legaids lepiesentatioa m the sen ices, the people of Assam yyeie 
almost comjiletelv Ignored Tins was par ticuliily the case in the Posts and '1 elegraphs 
Department, in which in that part of India Bengal had a virtual monopoly 

Championing the claims of Siud, Mr Shahban contested the assertion that long 
stajfie cotton could not be giown in sufheient quantities m India &ind, he said, 
could giou long staple cotton if the demand arose. But the agiicultunsfs must hare 
the co-opeiatioii of the raanufiutuiers The bind of to-day, Mr Shahhan continued, 
yy as made to shouldei the burden of the Sukkiu barrige. It should not be made to 
accept as gi eat a liability as it ivas saddled mth at pieseat Were the Central Gm- 
ernment bent on seeing the financial collapse of the juomucc before they came to its 
rescue ? Were they dkeimined to commit finincial infanticide ^ If the inadequicy of 
the present siibi ention ivas not realised la time that n ould be the position 

;SIi Siinja K^nnar Som condemned the British jxilicy which had resulted in the 
destriictiou of all Indian industnes The Biitish, he defined, were only concerned with 
destruction ih this conn tiy Thev introduced the cinema nhith affected the morals of 
India He compared the* pei capita income of India and the scale of salanes, yvith the 
jiosition in respect of other countries, and declaied that a sai mg of about Bs 25 to 30 
Cl ores y\ ould be ay affable for nation-bmldiug act'n dies if there yy as a piopei readjustment 
of military and cu il expendituie. 

Mr K Sanianam had three tests for judging the merits of the present Budget 
Thefiist was yyhethei it had efiected an equitable ledistnbution of the sum of 
the yyealth of the counti-y Out of the sum of Ks 80 crores, 35 croiescame fiom 
the masses, 40 fiom the middle and richer classes, and only 5 ciores from the non- 
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Indian element From tins mim ol Rs 80 cioies ’ collected/ onlv alioiit Rs 10 
eioies went to the masses The icmanniiK 70 cioies n'die equally dnuled beUieen 
the iichei classes and the foieiRnei becondh, theie nas tht? ciuestiou whether 
me Budget incieascd national efhcienea A sum of Rs SOeioics was wisted on 
Defence, which did not include a piopei Navy oi An Foice ith Rs 40 ciores, Iiuii i 
could h u e had a well equipped Aimj, Nai j and Air Foicc sufficient to defend’ India 
and hci needs 

Seth Sir Han Abdullah Ha - ncmntatnc of a cotton mowing 

aiea, complained about mill-owne of the produce lie liowoiu, 

would not bl ime the mill owneia type of < otton w as not ai ailablc 

in abundance He had no obiection to a subsidj as suggested be Mi hanfan im but, 
he asked, wheie w'as the money foi the subsidy to come tiom “> lie had, ihciefoie, to 
stiongh support the additional cotton diitv 

Ml Sri Prakasa wanted a leduction of the duty on Indian salt Turning to the sugar 
proposals he felt that the Goieinment’s policj would be disastrous to the people He 
lemmded the Finance Membei of his free tiade piuicipleb, which Mi Piakasi pointed 
out, lan eountei to the present proposal to double the duty on raw cotton llic ticat- 
ment as legaids post caids— an impoitant Item in the poor man’s domestic ccononn — 
was a positiie scindal He nest dealt with the hardships arising from the income ta\ 
pioposals and deelaied that theie was discrimination in faioiiioftlic Goiernment sci- 
vants He condemned the method by which income-tax olhceis made Oicir dcinmds, 
and the failuie of the Finince Membei to set m itteis aught Finalh,ho dcilaicd that 
atpiesent eieiy amenitj which contributed to the raising of the standard of liiiiig in 
this coiintiy, was taxed 

Haji Chaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan pointed out that the time had now 
come foi a leduction of the salt duty so as to eiuouiage the Indian indusUj lie 
adiocated a motectne duty Healsouiged the need foi lediu mg the post cards rates 
and lemetted that theie was still no hope foi a quaitei anna post card Refeniiig to 
the additional cotton dutj , and the hope that it would help in mcieasuig the cultni- 
tion of long staple III India, he said that it was small consolation as it w is not known 
how manj jeais it would take foi bunging about the desiicd end The House then 
acljounied 

21st MARCH —Mr Satyamurti piopoundcd a numbei of tests foi ]udging the 
stowaidship of Sii James Giigg dining the last quinquennium Wcie the people of this 
countiy, he asked, moie prosperous than what thev wcie fi\c jeais ago? Had the 
pm chasing powei of the millions in this countiy been incrciscd to an) appreciable 
extent ? Had the standaids of life of the people ol this-coiintiy been laiswi ’ 

Ml Aikman made a bnet suiiev of the geneial financial position Looked at 
fiom almost any angle he Slid It was eiident that at no period since the Great wai hid 
the Central Goieinment been on so sound a financial footing as it w is to dai noi h id 
itsgeneinl polic) in other diiections gnen a gieatei feeling of confidence Turning to 
the hear y btii den of taxation, he pointed out that most of the emcgencN taxes imposed 
duiing the ci ISIS tear of 1931 continued at least in some pait until this die 'Ihcie 
could be little doubt that the Budget was today based on lei el of tixation that 
was high 

Ml if S Aney pointed out that while the Finance Bill w is intended to seciitc 
the money needed for expeiidituie, it also gait the House the oppoituniti of considerinj; 
the stewaidship of the Tieasiir) benches He fiist dealt with what had been termed 
' Commeicial Departments”, because the) afford a test of the capicit) of those in 
charge of the management Turning to the posts and telegraphs department, he pomtixl 
out that the extra! agance of the telegiaph section was the cau«e of the lo=s in the 
department He emphasised the need foi bunging down the lei el of postcard rites in 
the Intel est of the poor man This, he decl ued, would be i social sen ice 

iStr James (?7tpfir, in iepl)ing to the foiu di)b’ debate dealt with mam points 
made by the speikeis, paiticulaily b\ the Leader of the Opposition buinman«ing the 
lesult of the obsenations made by the Fcdeiation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
the Leadei of the Opposition on the so called under -estimiting Rcicnue in (he Budget, 
vSii James said, “on siigai something or nothing of the 150 hkh’s extra reieuuc gi' ui 
by the federation and the Leadei of the Opposition ma) pioie to be forthcoming On 
income tax theie IS piohably notliing and if theie is ainthing it goes to tlicproiiucf- 
On militai) expenditure we may haie to provide moic and cci tain h shall not liaic to 
pioiideless Ei en if we imposed a pa) cut, which we haieiio intention of doing, the 
centie would gam a few tens of lakhs onli On the other hand, customs Rcicniie h is 
tilmost ceitainl) been oieiestiraated esi>eiiai!) taking into account the contiiiuuig 
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declm^ iniTjOrts from Lancasliire and the Bombav prohibition measure. Alto-^ether 
so far from there being six crores of margin to plav mth, there is almost certamlv no 
margin at all ana^certainly not enough to enable us to do -mthont the increased 
supertax on raw cotton ’ Continuing the Finance Slember said Events in the 
outside world and in the countiy had prevented things from bemg better still but 
it was idle to deny that things were better As regards the cessatton of the ruril 
development grant after two years. Sir James said that the re.ison was simpla 
IJndei the new constitution, even more than under the old, the lesponsibilitv for 
nation-biulding rested on the province and that was why the annual grants for 
rural development were abandoned and efforts were concentrated on starting- the 
autonomous provinces on an even keel “ 

The House passed the first readmg on the Finance Bdl and adjourned 

22nd MARCH —The Assembly began to-day detailed considerahon of the clauses 
of the Finance Bill Mr Anani/i/7St2i/anam At^/^anffar, on bdialf at theCongiess 
moved that the proposed duty of Es 1-4-0 per maiind of salt maniifactiued in, 
or imported into, Bntish India should be x educed by four annas Mr Awangar 
emphasized that this amendment uas not intended as an attack of the Finance 
Bill but as a token of opposition to the continued operation on the Surcharge 
Act This Act was an emergency measure;. The Finance Member removed sur- 
charge from income-tax but he continued the surcharge on salt, which commo- 
dity was of the greatest importance to the poor m India 3Ir Ayyangar asked 
the House to r^ard his amendment as directed toa ards obtammg *the repeal of 
the Surcharge Act and not as an attempted mioad mto the Finance Bill itself 

Sir James Gngg, opposing the amendment, stated that he had ‘nothing up his 
sleeve’ and as such he could be opposing every amendment of this tvpe. The intention 
and desire of opposition with r^ard to this amendment, he pomted out, 
appeared to be to reduce about 5 as from diitv and then give 2\ as to the 
manufacturer Prof Ranga suggested that if the Fmauce Member wanted funds 
he should try to get it bv some other means and not to touch salt which 
affected evervbne m this country, particularlv the poorest section of the masses 
The amendment was pressed to a division and camea by 55 to 33 votes 

Two amendments to the provisions of the Finance Bill dealing vntb the 
excise duty on khandsaii sugar were rejected The first amendment moved by 
Mr Suryd Kumar Som whicli sought to delete the provision amendmg the defi- 
nition of ‘factory’ and the provision reducmg the duty from Be. 1— as 5 to 
as 8, was rejected by 42 to 9 votes, the Congress and the Mushm League 
parties remaming neutral hlovmg the amendment Mr So n declared th^t these 
provisions would strangidate the biggest cottage mdustry which had survued the 
onslaught of British imjjenahsm The amendment was supported by Prof Ranga 
and Mr B D Paude Opposing the amendment Su James (rr gg , Finance 
Member, pointed out that if 2,CX)i{XX) tons of such sugar was to be taxed at 8 as 
per CAvt then there would have been revenue of about Ks 20 lakhs But since 
the revenue would come to only about Es 54 lakhs, it was clear that uearlj 
three-quarters of the producers would be uneffected 'This meant that the real 
cottage industry would have to bear the duty of as 8 agamst the duty of Es 2 
which would be levied on sugar f ictones 

Mr Ahdur Rasheed CAoiDd/iMry next moved an amendment to delete the provi- 
sion afiectmg the definition of ‘factory’ While opposing the amendment Sir 
James Grtgg assured the House that working of these clauses would be watched 
carefuEv during the coming year and, if any genuine village industry wasinjmed, 
.pteps would be taken to amend the definition smtably The amendment was 
rejected without diMsion 

Sit K P Modtj moved for the omission of the clause imposmg an increased 
duty on imported cotton Eefemng to Mr A Aikman s spe^. Sir H P Modj 
said that appaientlv the European group had no objection to others bearm^ the 
tax to balance the' budget As for the Finance Member his maxim seemed to 
be ‘A thing of duty is a joy forever ’ (Laughter ) This, he said, was a tax on 
raw material and as such fundamentally unsound Givmg various giounds of 
objection to the dutv Sir Homi pomted out that it neutrahzed the protection 
given to the yam industry and cloth Once protection was granted aftei enquiry, 
it was-- not open to the Finance Member by that means to neutralize that 
protection - 

2a-d MARCH —The debate was adjourned till to-dar when b\ a majonty of 
15 T-otes (voting being 59 for and 44 against), the Assembly rejected the proposal 
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electnwil department was rejected bv 50 votes to 40 Tlie three milwav demands 
rejreted by the Htjuse totaUed Es 122,55,000, while the two demands pa«*ed luthout 
a division totalled Es 13,33,(XX) The Assembly then adjourned till the 27th 

I>*DO-BBmsH Tpade Agpeemext 

-n MARCH — The Assembly to-d IV liearan a two-davs debate on the new Indo- 

Bntish Trade Agreement Sir Mohammad Zafmllah, Commerce Member ojieaed the 
debate with a iiowerful one-hour speech to which the House listened for the mo-t 
part with close silent attention He moi ed — 

‘•This Assembly approves of the Trade Asreement sisned on March 20, 1930 
between his Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom and the India Government ” 

He gave a detailed account of the advantase that he said India had secured 
as a result of the agreement. He b^an with an explanation of the protracted nature 
of the negotiations which had lasted for three years now Thev had certainh taken 
a longer time than had been anticipated at lanous staues but the House" woulcl 
appreciate that the search for the basis of a settlement satisfactorv to both sides on 
a wide range of the complex questions naturally took a eood deal of time. An 
illustration of the time reqiured to dispose "of even questions which appeared 
comparatively simple was the subject of Cevlon It took the Government of India 
several meetings to persuade the Colonial Office that having regard to Cevlon’s 
proximity to India and to the vanety of other questions besides trade mvolved, the 
question of Cevlon should be kept apart from these thbcnssions Sir Mohammad assured 
&e House that there was no lack of anxietc or preparation on the part of the Govern- 
ment of India to secure an earher settlement of the question He gratehilly acknow- 
ledged the assistance of the unofficial advisers Their help, he said, was of the greatest 
\ alue but it was unfortunate that there were diflerenees between then pomt of view 
and that of the Government Xevertheless, if there were satisfactory features m this 
agreement thev would not have been for the assistance of the non-official adnsers He 
himself took the responsibilitv for whatever cause there wis for dissatifaction the agree- 
ment misht contain Explaining the cotton articles. Sir Muhammad referred to the conti- 
nuous decline since the war in the imiiorts into India of United Kmgdom cotton goods 
coupled with a continuous increase in Lancashire’s takings m cotton The position, 
therefore, that confronted the imofficial adnsers and himsdf in June 1937 when nego- 
tiations began was that if we Wtve anxious to secure free access to tlie United Kingdom 
markets something had to be done to assist their imports mto India Agimst this 
batksround Sir 5Iuhammad Zafnillah bnedy detailed the provisions of the agreement 
and febutte ^ ‘hat the aereement would place an mtolerable burden on 

the textile He said that it was to take an extremelv exaggerated 

view The resource and enterprise of the industrv, the high degree of eihciencl it had 
reached by this time and further improvements that m certam matters it was capable 
of making were the Eillest sruarantee that these concessions would not call for 
undue saenfice on the part of the industrv The industry had made a steady improve- 
ment in exportmg to the United Kingdom and the colonies where it conijieted on 
equal terms with the Umted Kingdom Without the heln of any protection the Indian 
industry was makmg headwav m the colonies and it confirmed mm in the belief that 
the sacrifice that it was called ujion to make m the interests of Indian trade would be 
a verv very small one. The mam advantage to India of the cotton articles of the 
agreement" was the continued assurance that the United Kingdom would do whatever 
possible to take an mcreased quantity of Indian cotton and improve the percentage of 
short staple cotton m their takings" In this connection Sir JIuhammad Zafrullah 
gave figures to dispel the impression that Lancashire was not taking sufficient short 
staple cotton The percentage of short staple cotton to the total quantity was 41 4 in 
1933 and had mcreased to 6L2 m 193S It was thus the nearest percentage of cotton 
interests suggested in the course of conversations with Lancashire. 

Proceedins: to other parts of the agreement. Sir Zafrullah declared that almost 
everv concession that India had under the Ottawa agreement had been preserved almost 
intact Two exceptions were nee and wheat The modification at present for nccna-s 
practicallv of no concern to India because India exported certam high grades nhich 
were not affected , while as regards wheat, because of the enormous world stocks, ludia 
had bitle chance of becoimng an exportmg country Furthermore, Canada aiM Aus- 
tralia bad also surrendered preference on wheat and as long as Austraha and India 
were on the same level Indian industry would not be afiected advereelj After 
explaming the position in regard to other articles, guth'as chrome, linseed, hides and 
ekins. Sir Zafrulla summed up by statmg that the tbtal^ number of items of the 
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United Kinp:dora goods, to ^ihich Indn ga\e piefeience under the Ottwe egicement 
had been 106 and this hid been leducefl to 20, representing the withdrawal of pre- 
feiences amounting to Rs 11 noies In the United Kingdom Indu would enio\ 
picfeiences on 82 pei cent of hei e\port trade 

Looking at it fiom anothei standpoint, on 83 pei cent of Indus total mp'orl'- 
the United Kingdom would enjoy no prefeientes, leaiing India fiee to use this luge 
jicicentage of hei impoits as a biigaimng weapon to mike liei own ariangcnients 
with oihei countnes Apait fiom the aitual aiiangements the value of the tiadc 
agieement must also be judged fiom the qiuintitj of tiide between the two countries 
and evchange and othei conditions that jiieiail in the coiintiics The Initcd 
Kingdom, said &ii Zifinlla, was India’s laigcst custoraei Of oiii cxpoifs the United 
Kingdoms sliaie was 27 pei cent in 1913 Foi the fiist ten months this ae.u it 
was 34 7 The bilanee ot tiade between the two countnes, which w is once adicrsc 
to the extent of 30 oi 40 cioies giaduillv became faiouiablc, till foi 10 months in 
1938 the faiouiable balance was 8 cioics 

Tliiee amendments to &ii Muhamad’s motion weie mo\ed 3It Akhtl Chanlrn 
Datta moied tint the consideiationb of the jiiojiosalb lontiincd in the ti ide agic-'nicnt 
should be postjioned till the next .Simla session jiendmg the inieatig ition of then 
jiiobable efleet on the agiicultuial, Indu&tiial ind lommeicial inteiests of India b\ i 
committee eonsisting of the Gommeice Membei, Ic^ideis of difFeicnt paitics m the 
Ilouse, one elected non-official member of the House lejnesenting cnmincKC, one 
elected non-official membei repiesenting industij, and one ittached member 

Ml A S Aikman moied that the consuleiation of the motion be adjo lined till 
the Simla session, pending the leport ot a committee of the House consisting of a 
majoiity of elected membeis elected b> single tiansfei able \ote, whuh committee shill 
examine the jiiobable effe.tb of the agieement on the igiieultuial, indnstiial and 
commeicial inteiests of India 

Sardar Sant Singh nioied the substitution of the following for the oiiginal 
motion ‘Having consideied the tiade agieement made between his Majestj & Goiein 
ment in the United Kingdom and the Goicinment of India, this House is of the 
opinion that the enfoicement of the agieement be jiostponed till his Alijcstv’s 
Goieinraent agiees to moditj the same hv gnaiaiiteeing the nmchisc of 65\000 biles 
of Indian cotton in the fiist jeai, laising it to one million bales within thicc vcirs, 
with the piopoition of 37 ‘between the long and shoit staple’ 

Uiging the need foi jiostjionin" the imeement Mi A C Dutta jioinfeil out 
that the subject was so sast and comjdicatea as to take tluoe jcais foi comjilcting 
the negotiations Besides, such jiobtponeraent would not ha\e anj adieise cRcct, 
because undci aitide 16 of the agieement, the two Goveiiimcntb could ajijih the 
pioMSions, as fai as might be jiossible, jiending the coming of the agieement The 
whole question, he said, in shoit was the jnotection of the Liiicabhirc industij as 
against the piotection of the Indian textile industn mil between the two corapctitois 
one had to be saciificed and the sacnfice was of India’s textile industrv Unlike the 
Ottawa agieement this went to the extent of touching India’s piotcctcd industries 
The effect would be dumping fiom Lancashue, and a fall in piices coupled with an 
inciease in the buiden on the Indian textile industry 

Ml Atkman stated that the Emojiean giotip felt stiongly and iinanimouslj 
that the new agieement was oieiwhelmingly in Indii’o inteicbt He bclicicd that 
time would pioie the lalue of the agieement to the masbCb of the country and to the 
industiies Thcrefoie, the dommittec as pioposcd by the imendmeiit should hclji to 
pioic this benefit Biitaiii and India, he continued had a common objcclnc in ihc 
economic field, namely, the miintenance of expoi^ tiade in one cisc of the manii- 
fai tilled goads and in the othei of agiicultuial pioduce and semi-in muficturcd good*- 
Time w IS, theiefoie, an ojijioitunity foi safeguai ding the trade between the two 
countnes and foi increasing it to the fullest extent by a poluy of mutual coopen 
tion, which iniohed a policy of giio and take He felt that the imjiortaiKc of the 
United Kingdom maiket to Indiin was jierhajib more obMOiis than the imjioitanre 
of India’s maiket to the United Kingdom The agreement did not gi\e ciery thing 
to Indn But neithci Biitun noi India w is satisfied 

28th MARCH —The peutiality of Mi Jinnah s Muslim I^igiie partv greatly 
helped the Coi '**' ' with the Nationalists to reject the Iiido 

Biitish Tiade ’ against 17 today PrcMOus to tins when the 

House duided groups proposal for the postponement of the 

decision till tt , * members of the Nationalist group nameh, 


s 



136 . THB IXDIA^^ LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ sfw delhi- 

Messrs Aney, Sant^ iLalcIiand Xaralrai and Baijntli Bajona remained 

neutral reason, as ^ven bv Mr Anev, was tne refusal of the Go\ernment 

to abide b\ the verdict of the Assembly The House then adjourned till the 30th 

Eopeigseks’ Eegistratios Bile (coxto) 

30th MARCH — Sir Reginald Maxwell's Bill for the registration of foiem- 
neis as reported by the Select Committee was taken up in the Assembh 
to-day Sir Eeginald, moving consideration of the Bill, bnefly esjdained the 
changes made bj the Select Committee, paiticularlv to exemption of pm ate house- 
holders from the obligation to gii e information to the authonties of any foieu - 
ners residing nath them “ 

The House havmg adopted the motion for consideration took up the clauses 
Mr Anantnasayanam moied the Congress party amendment to enlaige the 
Scope of the definition of foreigner as follows — 

“The word “foreigner ’ shall denote a person who is not a Bntish subject domici- 
led m the U K or a Bntish Indian subject, or a Euler or subject of an Indian 
State 01 a person dulj appointed b\ a foieign Government to exercise thploma- 
tic function or a Consid or a Vice-Consul ” 

He lebutted the suggestion that the Bntish Nationahty and Status of Aliens 
Act had conferred any benefit on Indians and pointed out that under its exemp- 
tion clause Indians had been treated as helots m the dominions 

Sir Reqinnld Maxwell explained that Government had every svmpathy with 
the object mtended bv the moierof tlie amendment but declared that the question 
at issue was what was useful m the present case He had not concluded nhen 
the House adjourned 

31bL march —The amendment nas passed by 63 votes to 42, the Muslim 
League Party and Congress Xationahsts lotmg with Congress foi the motion 

Prof Ranga sought to amend the exemption clause so as togiie power to 
the Government to exempt individual foreigner but not any class or description of 
foreigners 3Iis Subbaroyan supported the amendment as it would preieut the Govern- 
ment from using its poiver of exemption in fevour of people such as those from 
South Afnca 

The House passed Prof Ranga’s amendment to jironde that a copv of everj 
order passed under the Act shall be placed on the table of both Houses of the 
Central Legislature The House then agreed to Sir Reginald Maxwells motion 
^t the Bill as amended be passed 

Childbed’s EmploicMEXt Amedd Bill 

Sir Mohd Zafrullah next moved that amendments to the Employment of Children s 
Act made by the Council of State be passed After a short discussion the House 
accepted the motion and resumed general discussion on the Coal Mines (Stoning) 
Bill Ml Brojendia Rarayan Chaudhury, who continued his speech, had not 
concluded when the House adjourned till Mondaj Apnl 3 

Tivo Tariff Bills Iktpoddced 

Two Tanff Bills were mtroduced to-day by S^r Muhammad ZajruUah Khan to 
giveeSect to the Government of India s decisions on the reports of the Tanff Boaid 
on sugar, paper and magnesium chlonde and contmne the duties on silk and broken nee. 

The fiist Bdl is intended to continue the protection of imjxirt duty on sugar for 
a penod of two vears at the rate reduced from Es 7-4 to Es 6-12 per cwt,, pending 
further enquiry of the mdustry in 1940 

The second Bill refeis to magnesium chlonde, paper, silk, and broken nee The 
Tanfi" Board, sais the statement of objects and reasons, recentlj subimtted its rejwrt on 
the senculture industry also As there was not sufficient time to complete the 
examination of that report before March 13, when proteenve duties on silk and certain 
manufactures of silk exjured, it nas proposed to continue the existing duties for 
another jear under this Bill 

Since the passing of the Indian Tariff Amendment Act, 1938, the Government 
bad maintained a careful watch on the position of nqe- in the Indian market 
and they were satisfied in the mterests of the Indian 'Tice grower that the pro- 
tection duty of as 12 per maund on broken nee should bo- continued for another 
year This proposal was also incorporated in the B\H.'' The bill continues for 
seven years and at as 12 instead of Es 1-5^ the-dut^ on maraesium chlonde 
and recasts the schedule relating to paper AHr accordance with the Government’s 
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decisions on the Tui/F Boaid lepoit announced AJI the aboic provi- 

sions aie to have immediate effect 

iNDO-BumsH Teadb Agreement Bile 

To give immediate effect to the changes in tanffs consequent on the non Tndo- 
Biitish Tiade Agieemen*-, Sii Muhammad Zafrullah Khan introduced a bill nbiih 
inter aha provides foi a contingent variation df the rates of impoit duty on cotton 
piecegoods of British manufietuie and empoweis the central Goveinmcnt to make 
these vaiiations as oecasion may aiise m conformity with theteims of thcAgiccmcnf 
The Bill lemoves the standaid rate of 30 per cent and the prefeiential rate of 20 per 
cent advalorem on 14 articles and substitutes the standaid rate of 23 pei cent It 
also abolished the piefeiential late on a numbei of other aitidcs in fa\om of the 
United Kingdom, while ictammg the piefeiential rate in favour of the piolueeof the 
colonies Protection on cotton goods is extended upto 1912 The cotton duties will 
have immediate Tariff effect Foity-foni articles on which the standard into of 25 
per cent is to be imposed include lead pencils, essential oils, lubbei tjic-, asbestos 
aiticles, non and steel articles and Geiman silvoi, and aluminium aiticlcs IJic 
articles on which piefeience m favoui of the colonics have been ictained, indudo 
canned oi bottled coffee fiiut tuites, bottled fruits and vegetables 

The preferential rate is removed without a vaiying standaid lato on the follow - 
mg among other articles Silk and artificial stockings, elcctiic light bulbs, jdatcil 
cutlery and toys The preferential rates on ale and beei have been icmoval and tin 
standaid late on these commodities has been brought into line with thrt of other 
fermented liquors Preference is given in favour of the colonics only in soila ash 
Piefeiences are abolished and standard advaloiem rates reduced from 35 pci cent to 
25 per cent in the followang among other cases — 

Toilet soap, woollen yarn, woollen fabiics, woollen hosiei 7 and knitted apparel 
textiles The Bill lemoves the pieferential rate on cauiagcs, retains such latc on 
cycles and gives pzcfeienco is respect of motor cycles 

Coal Mines Stowing Bii l 

Srd APRIL —The Assmbly today befoie lunch concluded the gcnci il discus- 
sion on the Coal Mines (btowing) Bill Mi Brojendra Naiayan Chaudhiiry, who 
continued his speech when the general discussion was icsumed, cmiiliTsiscd the 
need for making some disci imination between the different minC'. Othciwise, ho 
sard, it was possible that the bettoi vvoiked mines would be pemhsed and the 
producers of inferior type of coal would benefit at the expense of the produccis 
of better class of coal lie also pointed out tlie danger to smallci colliciies which 
are likely to be driven out of existence He felt that the cess if levied, ought 
to be from the producers of the inferior quality of coal and flora tho<=c vvho’c 
mines were more in need for stovVing It was the duty of the State to studj 
all the implications and effects of such measure before introducing it 

The House then passed the first reading and took up the detailed considera- 
tion of the clauses of the Bill Out of the ten amendments mov cd one w is 
withdrawn, while the two moved by Mr N M Josht were rejected The fust 
amendment movmd by Mr Joshi to piovide for labour repiescntation on the 
Board to administer cess that would be levied, was pressed to a division ami 
rejected by 45 votes to 5, the Congress party remaining neutral Mr Josbi's 
amendment was supported by Prof Ranga who strongly motested against the 
one-sidcd j'opicsent'ition "wliich the Go^cinnient h'ld piopoacd Tiie Ho\ibC nest 
accepted without dmsion the 'imcndment mo\ed by Sir Bajoria to^duce the 
maximum latc of cess from four anms to thicc annas pei ton The |econa 
amendment moved by Mr Josht sought to apply section 11 of the Iminn 
Mines Act of 1923 with legard to the composition of the committee of cnqmr> 
to considci any icfciencc made on the oideis passed under the provisions of the 
bill Ml Joshi urged foi a division on the ammdmeiit but vvhen the Chur 
dnected those in favour of the amendment to stand up only Air Jo-hi vvas 
found in the House in favour of the amendment The HoJ=e had not concluded 
the discussion when it adjourned 

4th APRIL —Dining the.detailed discussion of the Bill which continued 
today. Mr N M Jofni pies&d foi division on Prof Range’s amendment to 
give two seats to labour>''on the 'committee of enquiry to Con'uacr an\ reference 
made on the oideis passed** uUder the proiisions or the Jhll On the Cluur 
diicctmg those in favour of -the itoendment to stand up, only Prof Ranga and 

18 
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Mr Josht weie found >o f/iioiu the 'imendment The House theieafter r'lnidlv 
passed the lemaining chnsds of the Bill and accepted Sir df ZafniUaVs motion 
that the Bill as amended be passed 

Gossidepatios of Tariff Bill (costd) 

'tte Tariff Bill lelating to broken nee, sdk, paper and pulp and magnesium 
chloride iras then taken up Sii Jfahomcd Zatni'lah. Khan, Commeiee Membei 
outlined the pioiisions of the Bill ■wnnh Le sa'd sought to continue for one veii^ 
the duties on broken iice, duties on silk goods for a period of tiiice ^cars and 
duties on rrood pulp and pioteatiie duties on ceitam classes of paper and also to 
regulate foi a period of seien a ears piotectire duties on magnesium chlonde 
Eeferiing to silk goods, he pointed out that the report of the Tanft Board iihicli 
leceutlv conducted an enquiiv into the seiiciiltui"! industw had been leceiied so 
late that there had not been time foi a complete elimination of it before 
March 31 uhen the projectile duties iieie to exinie The duties were therefoie 
being continued at the late at which thej stood at the end of last yeir Ihe 
Commeiee ^Icmbei iient on to explain m detail the icason iihi the Goieinment 
diffeied fioni the lecommendations of the TaiiS Boaid on wood jmlp and iih} 
the Goieinracnt felt that no case had been unde out foi the extension of 
piotection to mass jndp and the rate of pro*^ection foi paper should be 9 pics 
iier pound and not 11 jnes as suggested ba the Boaid 

Ml Sniijavnni ainmadierted to Oie ‘indecent haste with which the Govern- 
ment had flung at membei s the thiee Tanfl Bond rcpoifs and the Government 
resolutions thereon and neie inoreeduig with the Bills deulmg with questions 
of fundamental impoitanco All nithin less than a week He asked tint the 
Tariff Boaid reports should be published as soon as thej wcie leceiied bj the 
Goieiiiment so that the public could judge b% themselics the recommendations 
and reasons given in support of them Instead of an independent, impartial and 
permanent board that was required, the Government had appointed a senes of 
ad hoc bodies, composed of then political dependents, but had non, piacticallj 
dissolied the bst of these and had cons'-ituted themsehes mto a lanfl board 
to decide foi themselves what amount of protection was ox was not needed 
When the Government differed fioin the lecommenditions of a properlv consti- 
tuted tanff boaid thej should leaie the mattei to the veidict of the House and 
abide by that icichet' Would the Goieinment adopt that principle, he asked, 
with regard to the present Bill 

Sii CoiUus]' Jehaiiga confined himself to magnesium chlonde He challenged 
the Government’s suggestion that the Tariff Boud had eiied in their iccommen- 
dations m this lespecl The ivhole point, he submitted, ivas the question of freight 
He felt strongly that the Government was wrong in stadng that it was the Tanfl 
Boaid which had ened He hoped that the Goieinment would leahze this and 
lecti^ the nustake, 

Di Sir Zimuldm Ahmed at the outset uiged the need for the immediate publi- 
cation of the Taiiff Boaid lepoits as soon as they nere ie,.eived bj the Goiernment 
flXese reports, he said, ought to be public piopeity and not to be treated as confiden- 
tial He next turned to the taxation pohey of the Government and declaied tint 
the i\ hole policy lequii©! ic-exammation and rension Whffeiei protection might 
be given to any indnshy, he contimicd, should be consideied as a loan^to the 
industry conceiiied and ought to be leiuined ultimately to the consumei He had 
not concluded nhen the House adjomned 

5th APRIL - Continiung the genmal discussion on the Bill to dax, Mi Avanas - 
hngham CJwtttar pouited out that though the piotectiie duti on lice had achieved 
the object of pieienting the Siamese imnoits, the pme still remained depressed 
because the price in India of nee was efiected bi heaiv impoits fiom Biiima He, 
theiefoie, felt that Goieinment ought to do something to lemoie the adveise eficct 
of Hmuese impoits on the pnee ot nee in India 

Mr P K Bannerjee commented on what he consideied to be unfairness in 
spiinging on the House on a shoit notice three diffeient tanff bills After^enimcia- 
ting the mam principles of piotection as outlined by the 'Eiscal Commission, Mr 
Banneiqee ciiticised the Governmeuts attitude m "the matter Bemarking that the 
discriminating protection had iioiked successfully foi the list 13 ycois. Mi Bannei 7 ec 
asseited that this was uot being attacked from .behind and slpwlj destioied 

Prof Ranga gave a aaiiung against the grant of uidi|cnminate protection to 
the Indian mamifaetmei Steps must b6 taken to make sure that such piotection 
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Troulcl not bo at the expense of the consume!, thnt the mannf-iotmci evas cimii? 
sufficient attention to the utilisation of the Indnn tnlqit ^nd Indnn cnpit-d niulc.as 
patijotie enough to use Indnn lau mnteinl He found flic Indian industucs like 
textiles, lion, steel, paici nnd othcis ueic all intcilinkod, each of them being interested 
in extending the piotection to the othei He aLo noticed the ciiiious fut tint 
things like mignesutm ueie being sold by Indian manufactiiicis to fai oil plates 
like Czcchosloc ikia atcomietitne piiccs Goaeinment should go into these ]aili 
culais before extending the piotection 

Ml Bluhamad Nauman dealing cvith bamboo pulp and papei industn pointed 
ont that ' ’ lecn made out by the TaiiflBovid foi thccontnuia 

tion of lice he naiiated uitli the help of stUistus the 

conditio m bouthcin India and how the giouei waselicttcd 

by hca\y impoits at low piitcs He cntiuscd the slcp-inothcih attitude of the 
Goaeinment of India and dcclaicd that the life of i ooi agiicultuilst was bctoining 
vciy piceanous He rsseitcd that tanfL wcic manipulated in this countiy iiukIj 
to give bettei maikets foi the Bntish goods in Buiina oi Ctjlon but ne\ci in (he 
intciestfa of Indian goods 

Sii Zafriillah Khan s^id thatciituism hid been dncitcd not against what w is 
pioposed to be done but against what had not been done It hail been I’oiiitcd 
out that impoits of iice fiom Buiroa depiescd the pitccs in India and nothing 
had been done to collect that But that, said the Coinmeue Meinbci, leallv 
had no connection with the impoit dutj which was imiotcd in oidci to 
leducc and, if possible, to stop the imjoits of biokcn me fiom Siam 
Rcfciiing to magnesium chloiidc, the Coramcicc Membti dwelt on tlic main 
factois including icdiiccd cost of pioductiou which in Goiciniuent’s ojn 
nion justified leduction in duty fiom 15 annas pioio^cd bj the bond to 12 is 
fixed by the Goa ernment As legaids ) apei, fen Idobamcd said that in the 
Taiiff Boaid sought to extend piotection to papci mills using gia^s in fate of the 
findings of the picaious boaids and without any facts to jiistifj cleiaituic fiom 
these findings Ihe 1911 boaid found that glass nulls had i ot matte out a t ui 
for piotection but they enjojed and would eien now continue to enjoj thebciidils 
of piotctlnc duty imiosccl on the impoits of bamboo jmlp In anj case 
the leicnue duty w is quite enough to gne piofcition to both Hie Com- 
mcite Mcmbei ]ustificd the icduction in piotectnc dutj on fa]cifiomll pies ] ei 11) 
iccoinnicndccl by the boaid to nine pics He submitted tli it Goacinmcnt had not u ted 
aibitiaiilj in eithei case and then conclusion bid been aimed at aftei a eaicful ton<'i- 
(Iciation of all the factois Ihe motion foi considciation of the bill was ] a«scd without 
division ancl the House adjourned 

6th APRIL —Ihe Assemble began to day i dot iilcd considciation of the d uiscs of 
the Bill Ihe fust amendment to be accepted w IS Ml T 6 A Chtlhyar’s =ccking to 
conceit the duty on wood pulp fiom icicmie to j'lotcctiic dutv 'Ihe Uou'-e then 
icjeeted without a division >Si7 Ziauddtn Ahmad s amendment to reduce the duty on 
woodpulp fiom 25 to 20 pei cent 

Iho objection on the giound that the sanction of the Goicnioi-Gcnci il 
was icquiied was laised by "feu M Zafrtdlah on Mi Chettiai’s amcnilnicnt to 
pioviclefoi an alteinatuc late of duty on woodjuip so that it would be 25 jci cent 
adiiloiemoi Ra 35 pei ton whichever w is liighci 'Ihe than lulcd that the 
amcnclracnt did not icquiie the sanction of the Goieinoi Gcncial Jloiing the 
amendment. Mi Chetltar uiged the need foi baling a minimum figure foi duty in 
oiciei to jn Glide against any fall m the puce of iinpoitcd jmlp 

Opposing the amendment Sir Ziauddtn At mad as=citcd that there w is no 
justification foi laising the quantum of jiiotection especially when the industn h d 
passed the stage of piotection cnliicly Ihe amendment was jiicssed to i duisicm and 
accepted by G3 \otes to 46 Mi Chcttiai s amendment fixing the jiciiod of duty ns 
up to Jlaich 31, 1942, w is also passed 'Ihe House disposed of the itiu lining clauica of 
the bill and accepted Sii Zafiullah Khan’s motion thit the bill as amended be jaased 

PROIECTION fop feUGIR IXDUSTrX - 

fell ZafrullahJKhan, next biiefiy raoicd the bill to pioiidc foi continuance for i 
fuithci pciiocl of piotection confdued on sngni nulustiy in Biiti^h IndnM c taken into 
considciation feu Muhammad tiaccd the histon of sugai indusloiy simc the firct 
fougai larifl Boanl lejioit of 1930-31 yihich iceommcndcd protcvtion foi a jiciiodof 
ISycais IhcGoieinment, he continued, had acccitul the iccommcnd ition tint thc.c 
would be a duty ofEs 7-i pci twt for the fii^t scicn xcir- md liter in 1937 hid 
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inshtuted an enquirr as recommenced bv the 1930-31 Tanff Board Since the sub- 
mission of tne re^rt of tbe 1937 board tbe condihons in the mdustry had fluctuated 
so nmcn tMt the Government felt that anv anplicahon of the recommendations of the 
last Tarifl Board at present wonld not be fair The Government therefore decided on 
the continuation of protection for a further penod of two jears at Es 6-12 per cwt If 
the decision on merits was to have been arnveJ at, he concluded, there vras sufficient 
justification for a greater red,uctioa in duty 

YiV Mokan^al Sarena cnticised the manner in which the Government had 
amvel at tieir conclusions and the decision on the report avhich had been submitted 
in Dec 1937 He commented on the Governments failure m placing all mformation at 
the disposal of the TanflT Boaid as, for examule, the Imj enal Council of Agncultural 
Eesearch had not tendered any eiadence before the board on this important asnacutural 
commodity He renimded the house of the fact that accordmg to the Tariff Board 
there were inadequate facihties for research work and lack of statistical details resardmg 
the industry 

Mr S K Som said that few industnes could show more briEiant response to 
protection than had the sugar industn Within two years of tanfi bemg first imposed 
in 1932 a number of sugar mdls in India had mereascd from around 30 to over 100 
Similarly in the year before the establishment of protection about one million tons of 
Java sugar were imported, while m 1937 Indian nulls produced moie sugar than requi- 
red for liome consumption The international sugar agreement which rfotncted Indian 
exports to Buima and Cevlon was an unholy alliance between the Bntish and Dutch 
and the aim of which was to favour Java by preientmg the expansion of the Indian 
mdustry The Tariff Bdl represented the second attempt ro thwart the Indian mdustrj 

Mr Subedar =ud that Tariff Boaids shoidd have almost the same status as 

the Federal Court They should consist of mdependent people and their advice should 
not be rejected The suggestions of this Tanti Board had been unceremoniously 
repudiated It was no use, Mr Subedar declared, surroundmg the countrv with 
a wall m nhich holes were left for enemies to enter Either kill the sugar mdustry 
or protect it adequately Sir Subedar deplored the introduction of tanfi changes in 
the middle of the season and quoted from the report to show that this was apt to lead 
to a disturbance m the industrv The House at this stage adjourned till the Uth 

Pap SI StJccESSiox Avii^rD Bill 

11th APRIL —Before Dr Deshmvkh’s Bill was taken up to-day, the House passed 
after ten minutes’ debate the Bill to amend the Indian Succession Act of 1925 m 
respect of intestate succession among Parsis moved bv Sir Coicavi Jekaug-r Bur 
Cowasji explained the antecedents of the Bill suice its mtrodiiction in the Council of 
State bv the late Sir Pheroze Sethna At present he jointed out that the law which 
governed the P'TSi mtestate succession was that laid down by Act 21 of 1865 It had 
been felt for a long time bv Parsis that this eimitment was moie than 70 years old 
and needed amendment both m foim and substance in Older to remove doubts and 
supply deficiencies to mcorporate as far as possible judicial decisions nhich the com- 
miinifv accept^, to make changes commonlv desired and to make arrangements 
more svstcmatic it had been thought best to redraft the enactment This Bill, he 
assured the House, had foe complete support of the Parsi community and the Parsi 
panchayat 

Hixdu Wojies' s Ditobce Bill (costd ) 

Dr Deshmukh was cheered as he rose to move for refeience to a select com- 
mittee his Bill to grant foe nght of divorce to Hmdu women He spoke with nerve 
and deliver^ some hard ''thrusts at foe orthodox opnonents and at foe Law 
Jlemher who he anticipated was going to oppose the Bill Dr Deshmukh made 
It clear at foe outset that the Bill was an enabling measure. The women who did 
not want to make use of it and who preferred to bear foe misery, foe agony and foe 
wrong of a maraed life were free to do so The Bill would not mterfere with them 
It, he claimed, was a hundred per cent Hindu measure enurely within foe four 
comers of foe Hindu Law It was entirely in accord with the. spmt of Hmdmsm 
which was one of change. Hinduism, he declared, had been doing nothmg else hut 
a change to adapt itself to the changed cucumstances Examples'of changes were not 
fu to s^cek Mr Bajoria himself was an example-m the house. 36. said that Dr 
Deshmukh was a Taishva (third caste) speiking and ehampionmg religion m spite 
of foe scriptural injimction that none but^ Brahmins or Hshatriyas could do so 
(laughter) The Bill, proceeded the Speaker^ liad secured the approval of orthodox 
Mmistere like Mr C Eajagopalachanar. Then, agam, if it was not entuely m 
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consonance ■nith the spi it of Hinduism ho^\ could it have secured the anpronl of 
Mr Savaikai, the president of Hindu Mahasabha Eefeinnir to the evpettcd oino- 
Bition, Di Dcfehmukh reminded the Treasurj benches of lie attitude aftopted b\ (he 
Home feecretai 7 in the Council of State on Mr G S Mo'dal’s Bill rclatim' to 
monogamy and asked them to follow the pnnciple emincntcd there that the Gorein- 
ment itself might not be in a position to bring fonsard a social reform measure but 
might help a piivate member nho did so iirmided thcie tsas suflicient jmhlic oi inion 
m faioui of It Ihe Goiernment should also lecall that in lb50 on the nidou 
Eemaiiiage Act the Goveinment spokesman had declared that e\ en if it helped one , 
little gill to escape the dieadful fate of forced brahmacharya, the Goiciiimcnt 
nould be justified in supporting it The ciicumstances neie moie faiomable non ^ 
Sii AT N Sircar lefeired to the help which he had gi\ en to I>r Dcshmiikh 
m drafting measures lelating to social refoim and to the fact that an oflicialdij 
had been guen to Dr Deshmukh carhei in the session for the Bill He aclmit- 
ted that the question laised by Dr Deshmukh's bill nas one of great iinioituico 
and desened eieiy sympathy but Di Deshmukh had done no Ecnite to the 
Hindu noman whose cause he had championed In the piescnt Bill hii N A 
Siicar continuing said that onus nas hca\y on the piotagomsts to proie that a 
majoiitj of the community affected hj this measuie wantccl it and (hat (1 ere « is 
a genuine demand font Di Deshmukh had analjscd the opinions on the Bill into 
thiee classes, namely, those in faioui those against and those nliKh had acloj'tcd 
a neutial attitude Dr Deshmukh went niong in assuming that there nas a 
majority of opinion in faioui of the Bill He nonld remind the lIoii«e that ' 
those opinions, which nhilc agiecing in pnnciple, insisted on a condition that 
could not be nisei ted m the Bill by the select commute, could not be consideicd to 
be in faioui of the Bill Theie should not be a confusion of usucs 'I he nglit to 
dnoice ivas the issue but the bulk of opinion on the Bill nas that unless tcilaiii 
conditions were introduced the Bill nas unacceptable From this it must be (Oii=- 
tiued that such opinions iieie against the Bill Taking the pioMiice of Madias, foi 
instance, Di Deshmukh had analysed that eight opinions nere in faiour ami 
thiee against, while three neic neutial He lefeired to the House a number of 
opinions and do-laicd that there was some doubt about Dr Desmukli’s mathcmaiual 
uccuiacj because thcie ucre not less Uian 10 opinions nhicli could onh bo taken ns 
against the Bill Sir N N Sire ir said that there could be no doubt that a jircj on- 
deiating bulk of Hindu opinion nas sciciely against the mcasiue as it iias before the 
House Sii N N Siuai next clarified the Gmerament’s nltitudc ton aids such me \surcs 
The only exception nhich the Goiernment had made m the mlc of not mtcifciing 
religion and social customs and practices on (lie jcoi'le of India nas alien the 
oidinaij sense of raoralitj, etc, was impinged eitn though Uic ranioiitj of oj'inion 
a as against interference In the niesent instance hoaeicr, this condition justir\iiig 
inteifeience did not exist It could neiei be biouglit aitlim flic same categorx as 
infanticide, for instance Something more than a mere dnision in the Hou<:c, be 
pointed out. aas necessaiy befoic the Goveinment could take stej s for forcing tic 
opinion of the refoiming minouty clown tlie thioats of the majonlx He next ana- 
Ijsed the piovisions of the Bill and pointed out tlic difFcnllics iihuh Inj in the aai 
of a woman seeking shelter under the pioiisions of the Bill The issue of the tijc 
of impotency or incuiabihtj, he said, could not be casilj decided in a court of ha 
As for the giound of dnorce based on change of religion, he aanted to knoa aln 
life should be made undesiiable by the meie change of icligion ‘Wluat of the c'-sc 
ahen^a husband toleiates a aife to practise a difleicnt religion V It might be casilj 
argued that a hat a as sauce foi the goose a as sauce foi the gandei (Lmghter) 

Anothei ground urged for dnoice a as that of husband marraing another a Oman 
ahile the fiist mairiage aas m force But could not a scoundrel get louiul this 1)\ 
muntainmg concubines ? The last ground put foraaid b\ the Bill ms desertion for 
a peiiod of three years What aould Di Deshmukh sax to a husband abo returned 
to his aifc after a lapse of tao xears 11 months and 29 days? (Lmghier) lurllicr, 

Dr Deshmukh h^d not piocidcd for a case of cruelty by a husbai d or a ta^c of a 
husband leading impropei life aho aould remain beyond reach of laa Another 
important matter ahioh this 'onc-clause Bill’ mcrlookcd was the question of custody 
of children Nms out of fen a'ontefi, he asserted, aould rather not liaie recourse to 
tins laa foi thq ■sake of children In IhQ; face of all this he ilso reminded Dr Desh- 
mukh that Hindu Law as it a as, frai^ mere generous tlnn Dr Deshmukh •, mcanirc 
He pointed out tint Ihe eMslmg law Tfaac the right of judicial sep iration, and the 
light of maintenance la cases a hen coucubmes'aere kept in the same Jiou'-c as the 
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;^e 'W'hen the cruelty of. the ’husband iras such as could be a dancer to her hw 

pracheal application of the lair'liv c oiirts Dr 
apparently left to the select committee a lacuna lecar- 
diu- the pro^sions relating to succession in the Bill, for esimple. as reS 
^ ^ SIX thfierent clps^ or Sindian pro{ erty The motion before the House 

proceeded &e Member, ivas for reference to a select committee. If this 

iras accepted, he Minted out, it mould mean that the House acceptal the 
pnnciple of neht to divorce for iromen under certain circumstances, mhile there 
lias no such lavr for men and this vronld he m spite of oiervvhelming opinion 
to the tontrarv = 


Concluding Sir ^ 2s Sircar said that as a member of the Government in his 
opinion the vrhoto qi^hon must be left to a change m social ideas betTveeii the 
Hindus thcmselv^ Obmously ideas -mere changing and if a change in the desired 
mrectionvris to be efiected it must be through reasoning, persnasion"and pronairinAa. 

^ IS quite certiin that this mas a distinct possibihtv but m the meatiufiile he 
mould advise those ladies mho rched on the BUI to set a better champion for their 
cause than Dr Deshraukh (Laughter) The House al this staire adjourned 


Statcs of Hixdu Womex (costd) 


12th APRIL — ^A packed ladies gallery amaited the resumption of the 
debate on Mr ilegde’s resolution recommending the anpointment of a committee 
to esamine and rejxjrt on the present position of momen under the existing 
lams mitli specid reference to rights and disabilities m regard to omuership, 
disixisal of projierty, rights of guardianship over children, nghts to mamtenance, 
rights in respect of jomt family prOi-serty, nghts o! inhentance and succession and 
mantal rights 

V*hen the discussion began Dr Deshmukh mo’'ed an amendment mhich sought 
to substitute for the onginal resolutiou the apomtment of a committee of a chairiUim 
and SIX members of mhom not less thxm four mould be iion-otricials and of -nbom 
one at least mould be a iioman to report ou the reforms mhich mere necessary for 
improring the right of Hindu momen to residence and maintenance, and the Iggis- 
latue measures necessary to give cfiect to such reforms 

The debate mluch mas opened by Dr ^^esnmtd k resolved itself into a continua- 
tion of the o'’erniffht discussion on Ur Dt^mukh s Hmdu V omen s Divorce Bill 

Commendmg''his amendment. Dr Deshmztih suggested that as far as the per- 
sonnel of the prO| osed committee mas concerned it shoidd not be rcsttacted to members 
of the house. There mere, hesud, icry man\ competent persons outside the House 
mhose knomledge and exj^enence on the subject could be availed of 

Supportine the amendment Mr Bnnlauhai Desax referred to the trend of jester- 
day s debate Ob' the question of divorce and alluded to the histoncal ddemmi oier 
the bummg of the hbrary m Alexandna Incha, continued air Desai, in these 
matters, required co-orchnated and homogeneous pi ogress He sympathised mth Sir 
N N Sircars cnticism of those parts of the resolution uhnh tv ere considered to be 
far too mide to serve any useful purpose. 3Ir Desai analysed bneflv the person d 
lam in the country as regards Muslims and Hindus ind uamed the house of the 
futilitv of making' nem inde changes except m certain individual respects It mould, 
he declar^, not only be futde but almost cLangcrous He next cnticised the counota- 
tion mhich mas attempted to be given to the term divorce To thmk that there mas 
a “n^t to divorce, he asserted,'^ mas entirely to misunderstand theidation between 
man and woman and the meanmg of the term “m-’inage. The issue of the matter 
mas that one might come across a difficulty or a danger but from that it could not 
be construed that a nght to something followed 

Sir M A' Strear accepted the amendment on behalf of the Government He 
said that it mas no secret that the amendment mas drafted bv him and Doctor Desh- 
mukh t-’bled it at his instance. The Lam member said that it looked strange that the 
deputation of momen, mhich waited on him the other dav, had felt that the original 
resolution mould not do anv good to them and had accepted the modifications embodied 
m the resolution Sir N N Sircar, exidaming theim pheations of the amendment, siid 
that although it restricted the scope of enquiry it focussed attention on certain cruciil 
aspect of question The Lam Ulemher esjdaiaed at considerable length the present 
position of Hindu momen in r^ard to ■Maintenance and residence The question oi 
residence and maintenance of a mifeoVhose husband had married a second time or 
mas keeping a concubine in the same house also required investigation, continued >.ir 
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Ff N iSircai It tvis often felt that a Majnstratc should lw%c larger powcis to order 
maintenance for a wife rv hose husband short of using" aetinl Moleneo, imltrcatcd her 
m crerv other waj feir X X biicai said that although he uoiiM not’irnc an under- 
taking the GoicrnmenthopeJ tosetupacommittee, uhicb riiight help Hindu uomen 
and the counti^ to a large extent 

3Ir Bajoria said he had no objection to Dr Fcshmuklis amendmciif 
Ml Asafah deprecated the tone uhich the debase n as tending to tale Hr refirred 
to the icsolution ind the change made bv the amendment and reminded the lloii^c 
of the pimcij le foi iihich the (Jongiess stood 

llie IIoiisc accepted uithout dnision Di Deshwu! h’s amendment to Mr 
Hedgers icsolution and then adjourned 

Pi’OTECTivE TirirrAVD Xox KmAN’ Concekns 

Mr N V Gadg I ne\t mo ed a icsolution iccommcndinL to the Oovernor ncncral 
in Council that measures, legislati e Oi otherw'se, be talm to jaeicnt (ompinir-^ or 
concerns the capital, mcmbciship control oi minagem‘’nt of uhuh uas no' picdunii 
nantlj Indian from taking ad antage of j-roei'nc taiitR imposed to fostf'r 
industrial dcielopracnt of the countn "Pioetion Mi Gsdid « i d, ua- neirr a'-ked 
foi the benefit of the forcignci He lefcred to the list j ublibhed in the Hanmu' 
of the numbci of companie-> which o 'O-i't'd nndi> the eiiibc of ‘India Ltd Tin s,^ 
companies numbcimg I&I dc.ilt m all soitsof artulrs ami this nnrabri would enn- 
iince the House the 0x10111 to whi h fun >-11 ci,>ual wasioming in'o India I’nle-s 
proper piecautions were taken he uuned that the benefits that 1 ( mod to tliciniin- ' 
ti\ would be more than countcr-bi! in rd b\ disidi images Imlia hid more than 
safficicnt capital within it uhi h w is onh waiting fm oi'j ortiiniuoa of pindrnt iiucs'- 
ment But now Euiopcin caoit d owing to unstililc international inndition« was 
seeking safoi fields like India This would result not m tcmporaia but icniii 
nent loss to India 

Mr E'isak Suit moicd an amendment which sought to apph thc«c 
lestiiotive measures aKo to companies which did not cmjilox all Indian commu- 
nities m due proportion in then sen ices and labour He icraindcd the IIoii«e of 
Mr Xauman’s cut motion to discuss the conditions to be imposed on enbsidiscfl 
and protected industncs to attain the object which the amendment had in mcw 
Though these conccins avoic esscntialh pin itc act it must bo remembered that 
thea aveie suppoitcd by public funds because it was the eonsnmer who j'aid for 
piotcetion If all the communities did not share a hatcacr benefits were aaailiblc 
then something ought to be done to change to a more equitable basis He hid 
not concluded arhen the House ad'ourned till Apiil 14 

The Secon'd Tap iff Bili (contd ) 

14th APRIL —The Asscmbla lesumcd to daa the debate on the first reading of 
Su Mohamad Zifrullah’s second Tanff Bill to reduce the protcctnc di t\ on 
sugai from Rs 7/4 to Es G/12 and continue it till 1011 pending a further 
enquny into the indiistn in 1940 &n Ziawlhn, coniinuing his siecih from 
last Thursdav, dealt ciitically with what he chaiactc’ised "s the execedingh 
unkind maunei m arhich the industry built uo by hcaw piot&tinn had been 
treating the sugar-cane piodueeis and the skilled and unskallcd labour cinploacd 
by it Mr A C Dufta said lie would gne the othei bide of the picture and 
dwelt on what he desciifaed as the senes of blows dealt on the indiistra ha the 
Goaernment Sir Mohd ZafruUah, in replaing to the denitc maintained that 
thespcceheb had disclosed no'hing to indicate that the action that the Go'crn- 
ment proposed to take aaas unjustified and that the existing proicctnc duty w is 
moie than adequate , t, t 

Dining the detailed disc'ission two amendments aveic atfcmnted, one lia J rof 
Baneigec to lestoie the duty to Rs 7/J, and the othei ba Sxr Z'^uddm to reduce 
It to Rs G/12 as pioposed ba the Goiernment Both the amendments were rejected 
aaithout a diaision and the bill avas passed unamended aaiihout a diaision 
I*»DO-BFmsH TRiDh Aartnr^T Bill (contp) 

Su ilftc'iamrmd ZafruUah then moaed that the bill to amend the Indian 
Taiiff Act of 1914 in oulerto giae -efiect to certun changes ncw-sita!«l ba the 
Indo-Bntish Tiidc Agreement, be taken into consideration The Commerce 
Member explained that the bill would go c , effect to the terms of article 10 of 
the Agreement bv which it avas agreed that ponding the coming into force of the 
agreement the two Goaeinments would apply, to proaisions as far as might be 
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TOSsibla It ms in pursuaece of this understandmc that the present bill ms 
brought up jlr Bhu^abhai Desa , opposing the motion for consideration, bnefl\ 
^jiLuned the xwsibon or his pirtv as r^ards the bdl Sir Abdul Haliin 
Gnmnat\ onlv speaker who sought to adduce nrgiiraents in 

^rour or the mo^^oa decl'^red that ns a whole the nureement was good for ludn 
Even L-ongressmen had sunported him xU his coatenhon The onlv difference 
IT’S as r^ards the Lancashire quota because that interest clashed with’fhe interest 
of Ahmeoahad and Bombav Eorther the iluslim Cnamber of Commerce iras 
also m favour of the agreement The Muslims in India had to fiaht to tro 
enemies, number one the Congress, nuraoer tiro the Government Mr Jf A J'viah 
pro"*eeded to re’^li to ^^ne cnt»eisms m a certain section of the press and oatside which 
had blamed the 3Iuslim league party on the irround that it took up a ‘■communal 
atAtude’ on the Indo-Bntish Trade Acrreemeat Mr Jinnih referred to the remark 
made by Mr Desai outside the House that tne cotton grown bv Mussalmans did 
no*- bear s.the mark of 'Soban Allah VTiat did Mr Desai mean to msmuate ’ 
Sir JJesa- "So insmoation at all” Mr Jtrnah ‘'VTiat was the mcanina of 
It ’ Only one meanmg can be put upon it and that is that I was flunking 
of nothing else but of cotton grown by Mussalmans Is it fair to make this 
insinuation He wished Hindu fneads to prosner in the co*‘ton mdiistrr stili 
more. Hindus End the mam interest in the industry ns he had snid prenouslv, 
and he left it to them to gii e the verdict on the ngreement. He knew thev were 
in r majority and would be able to carry the dav 

The mo'ion for oonsidcrahoa was rejected bv 54 vo'^es to 39, the Muslim 
League remaining neutral, the Congress Nationalists voting agamst Sir A H 
Ghuznan vo^ed with the Government 

Ikdux Eubber Coxtkol Act 

The House nevr accepted the reference to a select committee of the Bui to further 
amend the Indian Eabber Control Act of 1934 Str Mo'’ammad Zofrullah ex- 
plained that the Inter-Goremmeatal Enbber Agreement of 1934 pronding for 
regulation of production expon and control of extension of rubber cultivation 
was dne to expire on Dec 31, 1939, and the International Enbber Eegulation 
Committee had circulated a draft of the revised agreement for continuance of the 
scheme to five years more. The provincial Governments and the Indian Spates 
concerned were unanimous that the scheme was beneficial to the country 
PrOTECTIOX TO Eice, Silk, Pabef, Pcxp, etc 
Str Moha^nmed Zafr,dlah then moved tEat the amendment made hy the 
Council of State to the Bill relating to protection to nee silk, paper, pulp and 
magnesinm chlonde be taken into consideration and passed The amendment by 
the'^ Council of State reduced the duty per ton on wood pulp from Es 35 to Es 
30 By this amendment the protective dnty would be 25 per cent ad tahrem 
or Es '30 iier ton, wEchever is Egher The House accepted the amendment 

Chittagoeg Poet Act 

The consideration of the Bdl to amend the C ‘ — ‘ 'at of 1914 was 

moved bv 3Ir A G Clou; and opposed by Mr ’ ' -y Discnssion 

had not conclnded nhen the House adjourned 

Oeficlu. BrtLS Passed 

loth APRIL — ^The Assemhlv passed to-dav Sir Reginald ilaxicell’s bill to amend 
the penal code and the cnmmal procedure code, Str Mahonu a Znfri llah s bill to 
reconstitute the &oft Coke Cess Committee and Mr CloiRs bill to amend the 
Chittagong Fort Act 

Trade Agbeemest Bile Eejected 

The Assemolv next by 50 votes to 37 rejected the recommended Tanff 
Bill embodving the terms ‘of the Indo-Bntish Trade Agreement Before the 

vote was taken^Mr Bhu^aohat Desai in an impassioned speech entered a protest 
against the procedure adopted by the Government and warned them • “You can 

bring goods into the country under any conditions of favour yon like bat to 

tEem IS a lerv different proposition” 

The President at tEs stage adjourned the House 's.ne die' 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Assembly 


Budget Session — Calcutta — 15th February to 28th June 1939 


Fikajscial Statemevt fob 1939-10 

Bengal Legislative Assembly commenced at Calcutta 
on the 15th Febmary 1939 with a fairly latge attendance of membeis inside the 
chamber and a good many visitors m the gallenes 

The Finance Munster, Mr AT i? Sarker delivered his budget speech Mr 
Barker stated that the revenue receipts for 1939-40 vreie estimated at Es 1378 crores 
Md e^i^dituie at Es 14 65 crores ‘‘We ha%e”, he said, ‘sufficient reseries to cover 
this dito^ce (of Es 8i hkhs) but we propose to conserve them by lesort to a 
loan Credit has been taken under the appiopmte deposit head for the sum of 
one croie on account of the long-term loan, wluch the Goieinment proposes to raise. 
The exact terms of the loan will be settled in due course m consultation with the 
Eeserve Bank Of the one crore of rupees to be raised by loan the Government will 
spend Ks 93 lakhs in making up the deficit of Es 87 lakhs and on grants by nay 
of agncultural loans, leaving a budget suipliis of seven lakhs Speaking abont new 
EOinces of revenue, Mr Sarker said that if trade conditions impioved thev might 
tap an extra thirty lakhs or so under the ]ute diitv, income-tax and non-judicial 
stamps , but they had to remember, m that connection, that their expected revenue 
from the ]ute duty in the coming year was iieaily a ciore m excess of nhat it nonld 
be if thev again struck slump conditions as bad as those of 1921-22 ‘‘We must also 
be prepared for a decrease in excise revenue if the idea of prohibition gams stren^h 
As regaids further retrenchment we plan to make a further reduction of salaries 
and to revise the pension rules , but the consequent savings mil onlj accrue gradually 
There is nothing for it, therefore, but to lesoit to new taxation ” 


Eeferring to the cunent year’s budget, Mr Barker said “My estimates of 
receipts for 1938-39 were based on my revised estimate for 1937-38 plus the hope that 
world conditions would get no worse On the conti-arv, they detenorated considera- 
bly I believe that the detenoration has now been checked at least temporarily, but 
there is no hope of our touching the figures which I ventuied to forecast foi 
1938-39 Our revenue leceints are likely to be fortyone lakhs below the original esti- 
mate About half of this diop is due to woild causes and the rest to a mixture of 
economic and political causes much nearei home Ihe detenoration in the world 
position was of course due almost entirely to the threat of war in Europe and its 
paraljsmg effect upon confidence m general , hut the Munich settlement was happily 
followed by a recovery of confidence that checked the slump It is, however, on the 
prospects of peace or war m Europe that the fate of norla markets in 1939-40 will 
mostly depend ’ Mi Baiker mentioned some oiitstandmg domestic events which had 
m one way or another affected the budgetary fortunes of the ciiirent year These 
include floods, the Bengal Tenancy Act, the appointment of special committees and 
the release of detenus The abolition of landlords’ fees on transfer had an adverse 
effect on the transactions under the debt deposit section of the Budget In regaid to 
landlords’ transfer fees, the Government inherited a liability of Es 49 lakhs on 
April 1, 1937, which was reduced to Es 45 lakhs on April 1, 1938 femce the further 
inflow of landlords’ fees has stopped the liability will have to be met from the 
reserves ' An merease of about Es 70 000 in the estimates of the expenditure for the 
vear had been due to a post-budget decision to appoint a numbei of committees and 
special officers to mvestigate various mntteis affecting the nelfaie of the people 

Mr. Sarker continued ‘When introductmg the budget for 1937-38, I expressed 
the hope that it might be possible in the near future to effect considerable 
reduction in the expenditure which the Provmce had to incur on accouut of measmes 
taken to combat the anaichist movement My hopes in this respect have been 
largelv fulfilled The release of detenus has made it possible to reduce the pitch of 
abnormal expenditure bj no less than Es 22 lakhs Further economies to the extent 
of about Es 3 lakhs have been pioposed in next year’s budget, and it is hoped ftat 
if the situation continues to be satisfactory it will be possible m due course to effect 
further reduction m expendituie Among the reasons nhich make larger sanngs 
impracticable at the moment is the need to keep a caieful viatch upon certam forms 
of subi ersn e activity which aie making themselies manifest in difierent parts of this 
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Province “The cxifetence of m illiterate and uninformed laboui forccrin (lie ProMiKC 
and the recent lelensc of political piisoners on a large Fcale are, ateniiluig to (lie 
depaxtment concemed, pioiiding a fruitful combination foi the prcuhiiig of Ciiiii- 
munism by a group ofpeisona vrho dome then political susfciianoe from (he (hun- 
les of foieign doctrinaires The department considerb that constant iigilincc icup ir- 
ed to be exeicised over the actuities of those among them uho=o noued object is 
to cause a iiolent upheaval of the existing social oider and uho'e mc’thod is (o sou 
seeds of disruption amongst the illiterate workers and peasants of tins countiv liv 
insidious and undeiground propaganda The greater part of this poik iiiciitablv fills 
upon the police foice uith the lesult that the bulk or the unavoKliblc cvpcnditnte 
in this section occurs in the police budget From the inibhc also thcic his been 
moic demand foi police protection ” 

The laigest inciease on the expenditmc side of the Bengal Inidgrt for BEh 10 
IS undei civil vvoiks, totalling Rs 24 lakhs, which is due to an evtensive [non iinmt 
of building projects and of Road Development Fund vvoiks \nioiig the hr„ir 
piovisions foi building maj be mentioned two lakhs foi a piiidah collc_c, two I ikhs 
foi the Eden Gill’s High fechool in Dacca, two lakhs for a lefoimaton s liool, two 
lakhs foi a civil couit at Hovviah and five and a half likhsfoi polno buildiius 
legaids road fund vvoiks out of a total assignment of onccioie ind five Jilhs snuc 
the subventions vveie fiist received, the jnovincial expcndituic ujito the end of 
37 was onlj Rs 02 laklis Ihe unspent balance in hand on Ajuil 1, 1“J7 was 11s 
43 lakhs, out of which all but Rs 10 lakhs will be spent bj the end of the ciiriciit 
jeai The next yeai’s programme of load expansion involves an expcnditiiu of 
Ks 29j lakhs out of which ten laklis will be met fiom the balance in hand and the 
lemamdei will be available horn the Ccntial Goveinmtnt The education bid.ct 
contains the biggest inciease undci scivicc cxpcndiluio It includes juovisioii of 
five lakhs for supplementing local efloits foi the impiovemcnt of [uiinuv cduc uimi 
in aieas vvheio pnmaij education ccss is leahsecJ In addition to provisions nndL 
foi othei institutions, Rs 71,000 has been piovidcd to enable apiiidvli collc_i to 
be stilted next ycai ui a lentcd building pending completion of its own buildiiv, 
for which pi ovision his been made undci civil woiks 

Adj Motion— Bupdvvan Floods 

16th FEBRUARY —The Assembly discussed to-daj the adjouinmcnt motion sj on- 
BOied by Mr Pramatha Nath Banerjee to the effect tliat this ]lon«e do now idjouin to 
discuss a definite mattei of uigent jiuhlic imiortance and of icccnt ckcuuciro, 
namely, the situation aiising out of the notification No, GjCB, in the Ci!< iitt i G i/citt, 
dated Febuiaiy 10th, 1939 extending the piovision of section 7 Cumin il I iw 
Amendment Act of 1932 and the pioinulgation of fccction 111 Ci P C on 1 ebrmi'j 
13th, 1939, foi opeiation in certain paits of Burdwan Distiut It was st itcvl that 
diasiie action was taken by the Government foi non-pavinent of lent and tixcs in 
the canal aiea of the Buidvvan Distiict Aftei a jirolongcd discussion the motion 
was lost 

Genet AL Discussion or Budget 

20th to 25th FEBRUARY — Gcneial dis ussion of the budget ostnnates of ilic 
Govcimnent foi thejeu 19J9-40 began on the 20th Fob Mr Pramatha Nath Banain 
on behalf of the Congiess Party initiated the discussion Aftei discussions liad 
coiuinucd foi about one houi and a quaitci, in which half a dozen sicikeis rt- 
piesonting the Congiess, the Kiishak Pioji Piitj and the Sebedulal Lastc jiartv 
took I'ait the quoium faded and the discussions were continued on the next dav, 
the 21 at Feb, when the quoium also failed and the Hou=e adjourncxl f-ixlrvii 
members took pait in todays discussion of whom more tlnii half a clo-ceu 
belonged to the Coalition Ministeiialist Paitv Stiong ciiticisni of the AJiiustrv s 
conduct by sev ei il members of the Ministeiiahst Paitj was the ino-i unexpt'xtevl 
feature of the day’s pioceedings Continuation of dog racing, fadurc to inlroiliKr 
ficc compulsoiy primary education and cnoiraous jnovision for new hmldiiig proje- 1-» 
weiethemain grounds of attack Mr Abdul Bart, a {iroinmcnt Coilitioni-t, 
lemaiketl that it was astonishing that the Goveniinent had failed to ntilRC the hu,.c 
sums of money which had been provided in the last yea s budget for want of 
j lojects and definite schemes Another Coalitionist, Jdrts Muhanticd iKo 

ittacked the Ministry foi its failure to introduce frcepriniarv edncalion in theprovime 
He told the Goveinraent that thev had iiptill now suppoitevl it in season and out of 
season, but the Government should realise that there was a hunt to their jatienu 
'Ihey were often told, he continued, that the iMimstrj was led by the Minister! vlRt L-oah- 
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<^^asider^ the position vice versa Opposition members 
Concentiat^ their attack on the Jack of any programme and poIic\ to furthei the 
^oiks of the mtion-bmlding depytments They thought tliat the outlook winch had 
foujiu expression 'vvas the s'wne old outlook that piei ailed in the bureauciatic da>s 
It IB an nnamaginatne budget inthont any nohej or programme based on patronage 
and placating” lemaiked one membci Next day, the 22nd Feb, Mr Jaffat 
Chandra Mandal ciiticised it as one where the money was being squandered an ay on 
costly and useless buildings ^tte Finance Minister bad found pioMsion for an 
increased expendituie so far as the laliant mjTmidons of law and ordei weie con- 
cerned The budget as a whole was an anstociatic budget Mr ifan ruddtn Ahmed 
said tha^t the budget nas not the people’s budget but toi feeding some contnctois 
and high officials Sir George Campbell said that while the proposed taxation on 
trades, profession, occupations and callings was an ungraduated tax, it was still 
based on income-tax and might create hardship m border-line cases of those lust 
infchin the leach of income-taxes The dull monotony and the lack of interest 
which were the mam fcatmes of the atmosphere of the House dmmg the couise of 
the general discussion for the next thiee days, ivere made Ineliei and inteiestwg 
on the 25th Feb when Mi T C Goswami dwelt at length on the main features 
of the budget, in mnding up the geneial discussion He said —“The Hon'ble 
Finance Slinister has coraplamed of the lack of funds in the provincial exchequer 
This, indeed, is not due to the bankruptcj of the piovince but the bankiuptcy of 
the good feelings and well-wishes of the mmisters ” Thus ended the general disciission 
’ and the House adjourned till the 27fch. 

. V ^ Calcdtta MuNrciPAi. Amejcdment Brix 

' 27th FEBRUARY to 6th MARCH — For neaily foui homs the Assembly debated on 
the 27th Feb the Calcutta Munnipal Amendment Bill intioduced by the Goiernment 
The Bill declaies that the practice of reserving Muslim seats in the general consti- 
tuencies has failed to satisfy Muslims and so it reierts to sepaiate electorates The 
Bill inci eases Muslim seats fiom 19 to 22, creates a Labour electorate and gi\es it 2 
seats It does not ineiease the numbei of Geneial (Hindu) seats (46) but it resenes 
7 seats for the Scheduled Castes in the General constituencies There was no such 
xeseiTatioii for Scheduled Castes before The Bill does not reduce the numbei of 
nominated members (10) , nor those eaimarked for the Bengal Chamber of Commeice, 
the Calcutta Trade’s Association and the Port Commissioners (Li), noi those of Aldei- 
men (5), who aie elected by the elected councillors The bon Naioab Khxuaja 
Hahtbullah Bahadur of Dacca, hlinister in chaige of Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment, intioduced the Bill and moied that it be lefened to a Select Committee con- 
sisting of 18 members, including four members from the Congiess Part), with ins- 
tiuctions to submit then leport by March 6 As many as ten amendments weie 
moied by members of the Opposition, including the Congiess Paity, the Krishak 
Pioja Pally, the Independent Scheduled Caste Paity and also by an Anglo-Indian 
member, which wanteu ciiculation of the Bill to elicit opinion theieon Sfoie than 
a dozen speakers from the different sections of the House participated in the debate 
on these amendments, uhen the House adjourned till the next day, the 28th February, 
when loa4 bursts of protest, stoimy scenes and open defiance of ordeis of the Chair met 
the Spedker-s ruling over the point of oidei laised bj Sj Saxat Chandra Bose, 
Leader of the Opposition, who objected to the consideiation of the Bill being contmued 
to-day which was fixed foi non-oifcial lesolutions He took his stand on the lailes 
of the House' Theieupon the Speaker dnected that the House should pioceed uitli 
the consideration of the Bill and asked Sii George Campbell, Iicader of the Emopean 
group, to state bis views m connexion uith the said Bill Followmg his lailing, the 
House flaied up and Congress membeis dubbed it as ‘illegal’ An adjournment of 
the House ior 15 mmutes was declaied Lorn the Chair ioi a settlement But after 
the re-assemblage the House did not seem to ha%e ^hanged the atmosphere The 
Speaker oidered somebody to ualk out, some to be silent and some to meet him in 
the Chambei but the Congress members were fii min their attitude While the Cluef 
Minister uas shouting forth some lemarks on the Congiess members, the Spealer 
declared the House adjourned till Monday the 6th March, uhen Mi Sarat Chandra 
Bose agam lose to a pomt of older and maintained that the House could not pioceed 
with the debate m continuation of the discussion held on Febiuaiy 28, as it was in 
Mr Bose’s opinion illegal Mr Bose held that the only course left open to the 
Goiernment it they wanted to pioceed sith. the amendment of the Municipal Bill 
was to bung fomard a fresh Bill 

The Speaker luled out Mr Bose’s order and the House then proceeded with the 
debate. Sir George Campbell, Leader of the European Gioup, spoke siipj citing the 
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and iinintere^tiii^ The attendance was thin and towards the end the 
Opposition benches paiticulailj the Congiess benches, were almost deserted 
ihctaituie of the Goveinment to ensure bettei puce of law lute foi the ciilti- 
aatois and to adopt any comprehensive scheme for agncultuial improiement «as 
subjected to se\eie ciiticism in the course of a debate in connection with the budo’et 
demand foi a grant of Es 13 78,000 for expenditure uudei the head, ‘Agiacultme’ 
moved by the Hoii ble Mi Tamizuddin Khan All the cut motions moved by the 
oppositionists veie negatned and the entire demand foi giant was sanctioned by the 
House The House also sanctioned the demand of Es 5,90,000 for expenditure under 
head, ‘Veterinary” Next day, the 10th March, the Assembly r oted without a cut 
the budget demand of a sum of Rs 28,96,000 for expenditure under the head “Land 
Revenue”, and a sum of Es 2,00,000 for expenditure under the head “Famine Relief” 
moredbySiiR P Smgh Roy, Revenue Munster Emphasising that the ‘*no-rent” 
mentality nas responsible for the deterioration of collection of land revenue, the 
Mmister said, “It appears from the report submitted by district Officers and Gommis- 
sioneis ofDnisions that attempts were being made by some ex-detenus, members 
of theKiishnk Samities, local agitators and Congiess workers to foster a spirit of 
discontent and hostility towards the Goveinment and Zammdars amongst the cultivat- 
ing classes I will request the House to bear these facts senously in mind If the 
position does not improve or no steps are taken to contiol the ‘no-rent mentality, I 
am afiaid, before long, the whole land revenue system of the province will collapse 
and the Goveinment might find it difficult to substitute a new system for the old one ” 
After referring to the areas which were most aflected by such amtation, the Blinistei 
said, “These are the places where we find th- ex-detenus and the membeisofthe 
Krishak Samities are most active in preaching then hjmn of hate” 

Hie otherwise dull proceedings of the Assembly were considerably enlivened 
when Ml Abdul Jahbar Palwan, a ministerialist of Coalition Party, crossed the floor 
in the course of the debate of the revenue budget and moved a cut motion, coming 
over to the Opposition side Mr Palwan declared, in moving the cut motion, that 
the hlinistiy had miserably failed to redeem its election pledges so far as the redress of 
the gi reran ces of the peasantry weie concerned Hejiaidawarm tribute to the activi- 
ties of the Congiess Ministnes in this connection and remarked that the Bengal 
Ministry “only shed crocodile tears for the cultivators and indulged in all talks” 
hlr Palwan then took his seat with the Knshak Proja Party in the Opposition 
benches Next daj', the Ilth March, allegations that Government was responsible 
for the deterioration of the standard of efficiency of the staffs of the Calcutta 
Medical College and Campbell Medical School and other medical institutions and its 
apathy for giving sufficient medical relief to laiial Bengal weie seriously putfoi- 
w aid by the members of the opposition including some of the coalition party by 
way of cut motions over the demand of the Goveinment of Es 51 10,000 under 
the head ‘Jledical ’ All the cut motions were lost and the entire demand for grant was 
sanctioned by the House Hie House then stood adjourned till Monday, the 13th March, 
when a dull discussion centred round the cut motions moved on the demand of the 
Government of Es 1 53,56,000 for expenditure undei the head “Education, General ” 
Most of the time of the debate was taken up by the coalition membeis who discussed 
the policy of the Government in general and some membeis laid special stress on the 
necessity of in tioducing piimai 7 education in the jrrovince The discussion had not 
concluded when the House was adjourned till the next day, the 14th March, when follow- 
ing a debate which lasted for two hours and in which sev en cut motions were moved 
and 29 speakers participated, the Assembly sanctioned without any cut, tlie 
demand of the grant for expendituie of Es 1,53,56,000 under the head “Education,” 
moved by the hon BIi A K Fazlul Hug, Chief Minista Dr Syamaprasad 
Moolerjee, eX-Vice-Chancelloi of the Calcutta University, criticised the Government 
for lack of a programme or policy for the educational advancement of the countiy He 
sard, “there are 16 millions of adults in this province of 18 years of age who are 
completely illiterate and wliat is the magnificent provision the Goveinment had 
made in this year’s budget? The Goveinment had given a sum of Rs 13,000 for 
the adult education It as less than half of the sum of Rs 30,000 which you are 
going to give to the ‘Azad’ which mainly devotes itself for spreading libellous 
propaganda and communal spirit in this province ” The Education Minister in his 
reply declared in his usual gestures that the province of Bengal within 18 months or 
less than that would have primary education without any education cess He addw, 
“I feel great relief to announce at the present moment before the members of this 
House and the public that we have been able to solve completely the problem of 
primary education in Bengal ” Next day, the 15th March,, charges of defalcations. 
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ni, Jest contnbution in fo-dai’s debate came fiom Sj Narendra Naravan 
^ahrabartu (Congress) who in bis elegant Bengali and masteilj style kept the 
House spell-bound foi about half nnd hour, that the Police Department ouf^ht to 
smaller sum pimided for it this jcai in view of the non-ielease of Detenus 
and btate piisoneis and a number of political pnsoners 


About half a dozen cut motions vf&te moved by the Opposition The cut 
motions sought to laise a discussion about the “ ’ i ~i- expenditure in the 

Police Depaitment, “the alleged inefhciency of ' ”, and to urge a 

change in the present sjstem of reeiuitment and admimstiation of the Police 
Depaitment Mr J G Kennedy (Euiopean Gioup) thanked the Home Ministei for 
appiaising the public AMth the state of aflairs in this province and said that the 
GoAeinment must act feailessly and expose the designs of those ivho neie poisoning 
the minds of the jouth, the peasants and the industnal Avoikers Avith an insidious 
piopaganda of hatied and contempt foi all established foims of laiv and older 

Next day, the 22nd March, the Police Budget A\as passed, 135 memheis voting 
for and 75 against the demand The demand of the government foi Es 74,09,000 
undei the head ‘Admimstiation of Justice’ nas also taken up foi consideiation and 
passed by the House nithout any dmsion Cut motions lelating to these tno 
demands were all lost without division and the House then adjourned 

An adjournment motion ivas sought to be moved by Mi Sktb Nath Banerjee 
for discussing the situation aiismg out of the hungei-stiike lesoited to bj 125 
workeis of the Eadhakissen Jute Mills, Belui The Speaker luled it as out of Older, 
as the moA'ei failed to indicate the responsibility of the Government in this connexion 


23rd MARCH — ^Tienchant ciitieisms weie levelled against the Irrigation policy 
of the Goieinment to-day by way of cut motions moved against the demand for a 
giant of Es 34,14,000 foi expendituie undei the head ‘Iiiigation,’ moved bj the 
Hon’ble Maharaja Srtbh Chandra Nandtj of Cossimbazar All the cut motions iveie 
negatued inthout diiision and the House sanctioned the entiie demand for giant 
moved by the Mahaiaja The House also sanctioned a sum of Es 1,50, 78,0® for 
expenditure under the head ‘Ci\il Woiks’ moved by the Hon’ble Maharaja The 
Assembly had a very dull sitting to-day and the debates on the cut motions weie 
still more dull and uuinteiesting Next day, the 24th March, the House sanctioned 
AVithout any cut the entiie demand of Es 20,58,000 for expenditnie undei the 
head ‘Piovincial Excise,’ moved by the Hon’ble Mi Prasanna Deb Eatkut Only 
tivo cut-motions, one b\ Mi Btren Iranath Majumdar and the other by Mr Maqbul 
Hossain (Knshak Piaja) weie moved and in both these cut motions the fiiluie of 
the Government to intioduce piohibition in the pioi’ince was seieiely cnticised 
'Ihe cut motion of Mi Majumdai was negatived without any division while the cut- 
motion of Ml Hossain was piessed to a division and was lost by 67 against lOS 
votes The House latei sanctioned the entiie demand foi giant of Es 21.12,000 for 
expenditure under the head “Geneial Administiation-Debt Conciliation”, moved by 
the Hon’ble 3Ii Mukunda Behan Mulhek Next day the 25th March, voting on 
Budget demands concluded and the lemaining demands for grants undei minoi heads 
were passed without any cut The otheivvise dull proceedmgs of the day weie 
enlivened when charges and conn tei-chaiges weie exchanged between Labour membeis 
and the Laboui Minister Two Laboui membeis, Mi Shtbnath Banerjee and Mi 
Ntharendu Dutt Majumdar, who paiticipated in the discussion that was laised bj 
thefoimer on the question of grants to laboui welfaie oiganisitions, charged the 
Laboui Mimsterwith spi ending coramunahsm in laboui aieas through his agents and 
with attempts to establish iival communal unions with a view to ciushing the gi owing 
laboui movement in thepiovince Ihe Labour Minister leplied that ii anyhodj was 
lesponsible foi the spiead of the communal spint in the Inborn aieas it was those 
who 'posed as Laboui leaders ’ The Ministei stoutly denied that anj money from 
the Labour SVelfaie Pnnd was spent foi any othei pui-pose than laboiii welfaie work 


Oaxcuxta Mungpl Bill— Congress Walk-opt 


27th MARCH —The Assembly held a biief sitting to-day After question hour, 
Di Nahnaksha Sanyal (Congress) enquired of the Speaker if it was a fact that 
Congress members of the select committee on the Calcutta Municipal Amendment 
Bill had walked out as a protest against the ‘uncompiomismg attitude’ of othei mem- 
bers of the committee The Speaker said that Jie had no information in the matter 
He would, however, make an enquiiy The" Congress members in the select committee, 
it was stated, had been dem inding an laciease in the number of general seats on a 
■population basis When the committee met on Monday nioinxng, they weie understood 
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to have been informed that the Coalition Baitj raembeiB weie not agrcea'lilc to nnj 
increase in the numbei of general seats The Congress members prescnl, thcreinioii, 
It Mas undei stood, Malkedoiit of tlie meeting Foit 5 -si\ seats had been proMdetl for 
ftegeneial constituencies in the present Bill, Mith seven of them rcscricdfor the 
Scheduled Caste 

The House sanctioned without any cut the siipplcmentan budget estimates 
amounting to Es 31,19,000 foi the jeai 1938-1939 including the grant of a sum of 
Ks 6,50,000 foi famine relief 

PooE & II^^MPIOY^D Emcr Bill 

28th MARCH — The Bengal Ruial Poor and TJnemplosed Relief Bill, ld]0^ as 
passed by the Bengal Council on Febiuaiy 20, 1939, uas passeil by the A«sem!)lj 
today aftei a discussion of about tuo hoiusiuth ccitam amendments Tlic object 
of the Bill inter aha was to set up a machmeij foi keeping rcgulai recotd-, of 
distiessed and unemployed peisons in the iiiial aicas and rcfiuiiing each Union 
Boaid to collect and maintain the statistics of the pool and iinemplo\cd in diflcr- 
ent aieas It also provided to establish a nucleus of fund through collcitioii of 
loluntary subsciiption and contiibution fiom Distiict Boaids and Government out 
of which the distiessed and the poor in each aie.i might be given some lelief 

The point as to whethei the very fart of the introduction of a Monev Bill in 
the Upper House constituted an infiingement of the lights and juivilegcs of the 
Lower House, even if the Uppei House might have subsequently chingal the 
character of the Bill, so that it no longci lemaincd a Finance Bill, was nised by 
the hon the Speakei, Khan Bahadur Aztzul Haque, when the Assembly vvas 
about to take into consideration the Bill The Speakei said that while he was 
anxious to safeguaid the lights and piivileges or this House he vvas not at the 
same for doing anything that might make the lelationship between the two Hoii'its 
Btiained, especially at the stage of Pailiamentaiy Goveinment in this jirovince 
What he had decided, therefoie, was to icfei the constitution il point he hid 
laised to the Committee of Privileges of the House and if the Committee reiomuicn- 
ded any action, to make their lecommendations applicable in legard to anv «ucli 
Bill in futuie In the meantime without miking it a constitutional precedent 
as a special ciicumstance as being the fiist instance of its kind, he would ask 
the House to pioceed with the considciation of the Bill 
Nos-oFriciAi Bans Discu-sed 

29th MARCH —The Bengal Jute Bill, 1937, which sought to fix a minimum 
puce of jute at Rs lU pei maund and compulsoiy icstriction of giovving it, 
was lejeeted bv 88 to 55 to-day, the Coalition membeis en bloc opj/O-ing the mcisuie 
The Bengal Medical Amendment Bill 1937, sponsoicvl b\ Mi Anut ul Chandra 
Das (Scheduled Caste), making piovision foi doing away with ccitain disabilitifc, 
of the uniegisteied medical raactitioncis and enabling them to get then names 
enteied in the Register of ‘Registered Piactitioners,’ decided to be circulated for 
eliciting public opinion by Decembei 31, 1939 

The Bengal Tenaney (Amendment) Bill, 1937, moved bv ifoulaii Abdul 
Halctm, was sent foi eliciting public opinion by Maich 31, 1939, and the Bengal 
Municipal (Amendmend) Bill, 1937, moved bv Rat Harendra Nath Choudhvn 
was also sent foi the puipose of eliciting public opinion bv Jlarcli 31 19 39 With 
the consideiation of the above Bills, the non-official business com hided to dav 

The FI^'A^CD Bill 1939 (contd) 

30th MARCH —By 106 against 69 votes the Assembly fo-dav pacced the 
Bengal hinante Bill, which sought to impose an ' ’ of R« 30 on 

all professions, tiades, callings and emplovmints, who did not 

pay incometax The piovisions of the Bill arc to from Ajini 1 

1939 Mr Dhtrendra Nath Butt (Congiesb) moved an amendment urging that 
the tax should be imposed on incomes exceeding Rs 30tO a vear The amend- 
ment vvas negatived by 113 against 76 votes, Anglo Indian member': aho voting 
with the Opposition About a dozen other Opj’o^ifion amendment i-, some of 
them seeking to reduce the fax were negatived without a division 

Ornci VL Bills Discl'sed 

31st MARCH — The Asscrablv dealt to-dav with three Government Bills one of 
which was passed, the second referred to a Select Committee and the third was 
uudei cousideiiitioii ■when the House ndjouuied The Cuculta MuniLipal (\mcud- 


-ISapp ’39] CALCOTTA MUNICIPAL ASIENb' BILL 


Bibihty towards the minonties m the House The House agreed to takfi the Bill 
into considerahon amendment of the European Gioup im lost -Kithout i 
du ision The House then adjourned 


Bengal Official Becopbs Biel, 1939 

5th APRIL —The Assemhlv to day accepted the motion of i?ov Hnrc-ndra 
Nath Chowdhurtj (Congress) for circulating the Bengal Official Recoids Bill into, 
■uhich sought to penalise unauthoiised publication of official records, for the juirixi=c 
of eliciting public opinion thereon bv Ma> 5, 1939 Dr Nahnalhija hnnt.al, 
opposing the motion of the Premier, sponsoi of the Bill, charactcnscd the Bill as 
‘the blackest of the black bills’ that the black cabinet iindei the prc'cnt Premier 
could conceive He added that the Official Records Bill had been one of the 
most ill-conceived measuies because it sought to cut awaj the i err root of dcmoi raic 
The Premier m replj, stated that luthin the tuo a cars the publications at ere 
not meant for helpful cnticism but with a ten mischievous juirposc, nimeh to 
discredit the action of the Gotemment It was itith a nett to jienalise such publi- 
cations that the Government had bi ought in this Bill 

In the statement of the object of the Bill it had been stated that a grott mg 
tendency had been noticed both in the Picss and the platform to gi\c unautborisol 
currency to the contents of unpublished fetale documents The tcmlciuv Ind 
rendeied impeiative the necessity of taking Icgislatuc mcisurc to su]>pic=s the 
dissemination in the Press and on the jdatform of the contents of nujuibhshcd 
lecordsofthe Government unless aftei due authoiisation 


Bengal Amusement T\\ Amend Bite 
6th APRIL — FolloMing an espiession used by Moulnna Mo-ammd Huq 
(Coalition) in course of his speech in suppoit of a circulation motion relating to 
the Bengal Amusement Tax (Amendment) Bill 1939, the (.onpess ai bloc, tlic 
Krishak Pioja Baity and a feu mcmbeisof the Indopendint hchcdulcd Caste Pirti 
letued as a piotest against the langingc used bubscqncnth, Mr Abdul Bun moved 
an amendment to the motion foi ciuulition asking that the bill he taken tiji for 
consideiatiou until Apiil 20 Tins uas aieeptcd and the House ndjounicil till the 
17th April uhen it adjourned again without traneaiting am !nisinc-s lomloling 
the death of bj Btrendra Nath Mazumdar, a member of the CoiigiC'S Pirlv m 
the Assembly uho was killed in the laihiay attideiUiu Majdia 

CaI COTTA McMCirAE AMEND BlIL (( ONTD ) 

IStli APRIL — Consideiation of the Cahutta Mumcijial (Amendment) Bill as 
repoitcd by Bie Select Committee of 17 mcmbeis uas taken up todiv The coii'i- 
deiation, howeiei, Mas limited to motions moved by the oxqsiUonisfs mmilv projo- 
Bing foi recommittal of the Bill to a select cominiUce The mo* ions were however, lost 
ana the motion of the iVcieah Bahadur of Dacca, the sj onsor of the bill that the bill 
as recommended by the select committee be taken into consideration was pissed 
without division Therepoit of the select committee stated that the lull dealing v>iih 
the elcctoiate had not been alteied to the extent of ictjuiring republic at ion ^oto 
of dissents weie expiessed by all Uie Congress members and Maharaj Ktimar of 
Burdwan, Mi Hem Chandra Naskar and Mrs Hasma Mt rshed hevt dav the l^lh 
April, the Assembly adjouined without tiansactum business ns a mark of ns{e,t to 
the memory of Mr Jilanoranjau Banerjee, a mcmbci of the Coiigrc'-s Paitv, who dieil 
yesteiday fiom injmies sustained in the railway collision at Alajdia on Jlondav 

20th APRIL — Angry scenes were wifncsswl to iLiv over the adjournment 
motion tabled by Mr Sasania Sehkar Savijal relating to a speech delivered bv the 
Chief Mtnt''ter at the Bengal Piovincial Muslim league Conference held in Caieiitti 
wheiethe Chief Minister was icj’oitcd to have made observation about oj)i'rc'--.on of 
Muslims by Congiess and Hindu Governments In course of the di-coiirse Dr 
Nahnaksha Samjal made a remaik, which he was asked to withdraw bv the Hcakcr, 
when he leplicd that bv this the bj’cakci would be licljung the oihcx skJc Tit 
Speaker took strong exception to it but subscqueiifh lie acccj.tcd the unqualified 
apology offered by Dr Sanyal He alsonilcd the motion out of order 

Tlic House nest adopted the following resolution moved bv K! an Bnha’tr 
Mahomed Ah of the Coalition Party — ‘■The AsEcmblv m of ojunion (hat the Fe rnary 
of State for India be moved to i educe the stale of pay for all new entrants to the 
Indian Civil Seivicc and the Indian Polite Service” < 
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/ Eesomtioit on Constituent Assembly 

Assembly consideied a lesolution moved by Mr Jlf D Abdul Fazal 
OT tjie fe^nshak Piaja Paity, uiging that the Go\eininerit of Bengal should request the 
India to loiwaid to his Majesty’s Government the expression of opinion 
or the Assembly, that the Goreinmeiit of India Act of 1935 should be replaced by a 
^nstitntion fiamra by a Constituent Assembly elected on the basis of adult fianchise 
L I’®®® Ministei, explaining the Government positron in the matter, 
sard that they rvorild not take part in the debate, nor express then opinion on it, 
because this was not a matter which immediately concerned this Goreinment noi one 
within then contiol The Coalition Party (iilinisteiialist Partv) and the European 
Group opposed the resolution, while the Congiess Party and the Kiishak Piaja Party 
and the Independent Scheduled Caste Party supported it ^e resolution was nega- 
tived by 76 against 63 votes 

— ^Majdia Eailway disaster was the subject matter of a resolution 
to-day Allegations of negligence and xneffieieney of the internal administration of 
tbe fmilway department weie made by the membeis of the House A resolution to 
the effect moved by Mr iSi/sd Jalaluddtn Hashemy was passed unanimously with an 
amendnieiit of Dr Nahnakshya Sanyal 

' Earlier the House passed eei tain amendments made by the Bengal Legislative 
Council in connection with the Bengal Tanks Improrement Bill The House also 
passed the resolution moved by Mr Tamtzuddm Kha?/, lelaimg to tiade and commeice 
■within the pionnce in drugs, medicines and biological pioducts etc which weie 
. among the matteis enumerated in the Provincial Legislative List by an Act of the 
Federal Legislature The House then adjourned till May 1 

Calcutta Municipal Amend Bum (contd) 

1st to llth MAY —The compromise formula evolved by the Mmrstiy m regard 
to the Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill was announced on the flooi of the Assem- 
bly, when the Bill came up for consideration clause by clause on the Isl May Accor- 
ding to this formula, the number of nominated seats have been reduced from ten to 
eight One of the two seats thus available has been added to the number of the gene- 
ral constituency seats, which will thus be 46, instead of 47, as piorided m the 
original Bill Ihe total number of the dected seats mil, theimoie, be 85 instead of 
84 Seven seats were originally reserved for the Scheduled Caste community in the 
geneial constituency, while out of the eight nominated seats, four have been leseived 
foi nomination fiom the Scheduled Caste community Thus the total numbei of 
membeis of the Coipoiation, including Aldeimen will be 98 mstead of 99, as pioposed 
in the original Bill This foimula was embodied in a numbei of amendments moved 
m. the Assembly by Mr K Shahabuddm, Chief irhip of the Coalition Ministeiiahst 
Party Mr Sai at Chandra Bose, Leader of the Opposition, asked the Goveinment 
' to declare the policy underljmg the amendments that had been moved by Mi Shaha- 
,hiiddin Ml Bose also wanted to know from the Government on what basis the new 
figuies suggested in the amendments had been aimed at, whethei they had armed at 
those figuies on the basis of population of the different communities oi on some other 
consideiations The hon Mi A K Fazlul Huq, Piemiei, replying said that if Mi 
Shahabuddm’s amendments weie accepted, in a Coipoiation of 93 counullois, as many 
as 47 would be coming thiough general electorates, oi in other words, the Government 
had given a majonty to the general electoiates so fai as the entire body of coiincillois 
was concerned The Government bad decided to mciease the numbei of the elected 
councillors from 84 to 83 The Goreinment had not, therefore, reduced the majority 
community, namely, the Hindus, to a minority community The Government had 
given thenr suf^aent scope to cajitnie most of the seats of the general constituency 
They had given 3 seats to the Scheduled Castes, so that, with other seats the Hindu 
representation might be more than 50 per cent of the whole House All those Hindu 
membeis might not perhaps belong to the Congress, but the Goreinment wanted that 
all shades of political opinion should be represented m the Corporation Six Oppo- 
sition amendments were mored rvhich sought to mciease the numbei of elected seats 
The amendment moved by Mi Hem Chandra Nasknr, Leader of the Independent 
Scheduled Caste Paity, suggesting that the number of elected seats be increased 
fiom 84 to 100, was lejected by 116 votes to 62 Next day, the 2iul May, a protest 
against yvhat was chaiacteiised as “indecent huny” on the part of the Goreinment to 
rush the Bill thiough the legislatuie rvas legisteied by the Opposition As many as 
a dozen amendments rvere before the House One of these amendments was a shoit- 
notice one mor ed by Mi K Shahabuddtn, Chief Whip of the Goveinment, who 
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w-inted to inciease the number of elected members m the Corpcn'etlbn from Sf fo S‘i 
Another of the amendments mo\ ed by Mr Shahabtiddin'-rdUcd to the number of 
councillors to be nominated by the Government Aceoiding to the proM'-iou*. of the 
existing Act, 10 councillors aie nominated bj the Government and this provison Iit*- 
becn kept intact in the amending Bill Mt Sliahabuddiii’s amendment propo-cd'to 
leduce thenumbei of councillors to be nominated b\ the Government from 10 to S 
The other 10 amendments neie moved by the Opposition to the sliort notice amend- 
ment moved by Mi ShoftafcttJdtTj, legal ding the number of coimcillois to bo nomi- 
nated by the Government Mi J C Gupta, Chief Whip of the Congress I'vrlv 
moved an amendment suggesting that the numbci of councillors to be nomiuitoil In 
the Goveinmentbe lediiced to one, the Clniiman of the Cahiitla Improvement 'Inist 
being the one councillor to be thus nominated The othci amendments aho “oui-ht to 
leduee the numbei of nominatad councillors The House eventiiallv parsed, Tviilioui 
a division, Ml SAaAaiMddtti’s amendment laising the numbci of elected edumillors 
fiom 84 to 85 

A niotest that the Bill was being rushed through was made bj the Opno 
sition vvlien closure was moved bj a membci of the Ministernlist I’nrtv during 
the discussion of the twelve amendments The Opposition maintained tint ns u 
was a vei’j impoitant Bill and as thcie weic nan> mcmbeis willing to piriiu- 
pate in the debate on the question of nomination, distussion in the nnl'yr 
should not be stopped The Ministenalist Piitj imintaincd tint these litas 
vveie being adopted by the Opposition to delay the Bill 'I be hon Spcikei md 
that he would allow such of the Opposition membci s to nddicss the House as 
had moved amendments, but had not had opportiiniij to speak on the imeiul- 
ments Two Opposition spcakcis then addiosscd the Houbc, one of them w is 
still on his legs, when the House ad]ouincd till Thiiisdav next, the lib Mav, 
when, against stioiig piotcsts of the Congiess and Kiislnk Pro]a Pnriv CInusr-, 
d & 4 of the Bill with the amendments of Mi K ShahaOudditi, were ]n«cvl 
Clause 3 lelated to the piovision foi 10 nominated conncillois while Clause 1 

S ioposed 4 seats to be reserved for scheduled caste to be ictuincd bv joint elector iic 
iy Mr Sahabuddin’s amendment the numbei of nominated seats vvcic rcdiucvl *' 
fiom 10 to 8 and the woids (backwaid classes) vvoic omitted Bv the pi'suig 
of Clause 4 the joint electoiate sjstera intiouuccd bj the 1 itc .Sir fciiicndra Nath 
Baneijee with leservation of seats foi Mohammedans was given a go bv and the 
piesent Bill had changed it to a sepante electorate with three more" additional 
seats foi the Mohammedans The House divided on Clauses 3 A I for b times, the 
Opposition strength leached the maximum at 81 while the Government strength 
never came down to 113 The notable feature in the decision was when the Hou'^e 
divided on the amendment moved bv Hr Nahnakshj/a Sanyal io the ctlcet tint of 
the 10 councillors to be appointed by tlic Provincial Government at least 3 .-hoiil^l 
be women of whom 1 shall be a Muslim, 1 Hindu and 1 Anglo Indiin or Uiiiopinn 
The amendment in the oiiginal stood m the name of Mis Hashtna Mur^dm'i 
but as she did not move, Di fcanjal moved it and while the Home dividcvl, Mrs. 
Mulshed voted against the amendment The House was then adjourned till the 
next day, the 5th May, when closuic was passed bj the House ns modified bv an 
amendment moved by the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca All the foui amcndmtnis 
to the clause moved on belialf of the Opposition wcic ncgativctl According to 
the modified clause, Muslims will be qinlifaed ns electois orih of Muslim 
constituencies, Anglo-Indians will be qualified as electors only of Anglo Indian 
constituencies, and those othei than Anglo-Indians and Muslims will be qiinlificd 
as electois of the General constituencies When the ^Minister lose fo move his 
amendment. Mi Santosh Kumar Basu (Congiess), on a point of older, =aid 
that Clause 5, as it now stood in tlie Bill, piovided for sep irate con.-tituciH.r.- 
but not foi scpaiate exclusive cletforalcs It crcatcil three dificrcnt kaiids of 
constituencies, namelv, Gcneial, Muslim and Anglo Indi in, but at the same time, 

It allowed for an electoi the option to enrol himself in anv one of the ihicc 
constituencies But, by this last minute amendment, the Government sought to 
take away that light and option of the electors and thiovv them into watir-iight 
compaitments by setting up communal constituencies He wanted flic fcpealtr lo 
declaie the amendment out of older The Spcalcr ruled that the amcndmuit 
was m order The House then adjourned till Jlondav, the 8Ui Mav, when it 
fuitliei considered the Bill and made quick iirogrc=s in regani to some of its ron- 
confcntioiis clauses The House, however, divided three times in connection with 
the clauses lelating to the distnbution of scats in the dificrcnt wards in the Lcmril 
CDnsUtueUvies and the Government projiosals were idtimatclj earned Next dw, 
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the ‘)th May, aft the atteMpts of the Congress and the Kiishab Proja Party to 
modify the Bui n ith legud to the distribution and allocation of seats in different 
^nstituencies proved aboi tire and the House afiiimed the decision of the Bengal 
Go\ eminent -with cei tain amendments of the Chief Whip of the Coalition party^m 
m^ard to this direction The allocat on and distribution of seats in the Calcutta 
Corpoiation as now amended by the Assembly by this Bill vere characterised by 
the Opposition as wholly iinfaii and that they betrayed lack of intelligence A 
last minute effort was made by Mi Shibnath Bancijee and^ Mr Niharendu Dutta 
Mazuvidcr to modify the Labour constituency but that was not agreed to by the 
House The distribution of seats in different constituencies came in for trenchant 
ciiticism from the Opposition members As many as six divisions were called 
from the Opposition Benches on different amendment motions regarding the allocation 
of seats In all the dii isions the Government won by a large ma]ority of votes The 
Knshak Proja Party including Di Harendra Nath Mukerjee opposed the motion of 
Rai Harendra Nath Chatidhury seeking to reduce the number of seats from two to 
one in Ward No 9, Muhammadan Constituencies The House refused all the amend- 
ments moi ed by the Opposition tiying to modify the schedule and accepted the amend- 
ments of the Chief Whip of the Coalition Party, Mr K Shahabuddm The House 
‘ng\v decided that foul seats in WaidNos 3, 18, 19, and 28, one seat in each Ward 
would be 1 eserved fOi the scheduled castes in the general constituencies Is also mcr- 
easnd the numbei of seats in the general constituencies from 46 to 47 The House 
cbncluded to-day the discussion of the clauses of the Bill and adjourned till the next- 
day, the 10th May, i\ hen it took part in the debate on the final reading of the Bill 
Dr Shyama Piasad Mookerjee (Independent), while opposing the passage of the Bill, 
said that tlie Government, by passing the Bill, nas doing something deliberately which 
was nothing but an outrage on Hindu lights and privileges so far as this city was con- 
ceined It was quite clear that the attack was not on the Corporation The mten- 
tjon leallj was that the Piogiessive Muslims would not be allowed to come in the 
Corporation because the Goieinment were pioiidmg sepaiate electorate Mr J N 
Basu, Leader of the Hindu Nationahst Party, opposing the Bill, said that instead of 
lavmg the foundation foi unity among the different sections of the people, the 
Government, by means of this Bill, was paving the way for diffeiences and stnfes 
The Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, Minister in chaige of the Bill, claimed that m this 
Bill thej had done no injustice to the Hmdus Mr Iff AM Walker, Leader of 
the Eiuopean Group, supported the passage of the Bill The Bill he said, was a 
step in the right diiection and he sincerely tnisted that the Goi einment would not 
stoji but would take further steps to impioie matters, so that the administration of 
affairs in the citj might be on a par with that of the other large cities in the Empiie 
Ml Nalint Banjan Sarkar, Einance Minister, giving his peisonal news on the Bill, 
maintained that the number of the Hmdu seats should have been increased to a 
greater extent than what had actually been done in the Bill But the provisions of the 
Bill 'were not likely to make much difference in the actual admiuistiation of the Cor- 
poration While he thoroughly undeistood Hindu feelings m this matter, he felt that the 
agitation had been based in part at least on certain fears which might not be real 
qSie debate was adjourned till the next day, the lltli May when the Congress Partj, 
the Independent Scheduled Caste Party and all the Caste Hindu members of the 
Nationalist Party voted against the Bill The members of the Knshak Pioja Party 
remained neutral The amending Bill piovided sepaiate electoiate for the Mohome- 
dans in pla^e of the existing system of joint electorate with reservation of seats 
Thiee additional seats have been allotted to the Mahommedan Constituency increasing 
the existing numbei from 19 to 22 The nominated seats have been reduced from 10 to 
8 Two new constituencies have been created, namelj the Anglo-Indian and Labom 

The total strength of the Council of the Corporation under the amending Bill are 
93 (exclusive of five Aldeimen) which have been distributed m the following manner — 
General Constituency 47 seats, (of which! shall be leseived foi the Scheduled Caste), 
Jlahommedon Constituency~22 seats, Special constituency including Bengal Chambei 
of Commerce, Calcutta Port Commissioners and Calcutta Trades Association— 12 seats, 
Laboai 2 and Anglo-Indian 2 seats, Nominated seats 8 (of which thiee shall be 
nominated from the Scheduled caste members) The provision for five Aldermen to 
be elected by the Councillois lemains unaltered 

In opposing the passage of the Bill, Mr Sarat Chardra Bose refei-red to what 
he teimed as the thiee objectionable features of the Bill, namely, the replacement of 
joint electorate by sepaiate electorate, the perpetuation of the system of nomination 
and the reduction of the Bhndu majority to a minonty as regards distnbution of seats 
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the 25th May, -when after further discussion, the hou=c acecpfed tie amendmrnt of 
Mr a S (SWiratoardy to the efFeet that in clause 2 (19) after tlic uord ‘•piocechiu ’the 
following be inserted, namely ‘‘instituted or filed on or after the first dsv of Tamnn 
1919, or pending on that date,” Much heat uas generated o\or this quc-iton oi 
extending the scope of the Bill, the opposition uas mainh on the ground tint 
it uould cause haidship on a ceitain class of monej-leiidcis who in<l not nislel 
to the court uith themotue of aioiding tlic eftett of the bill and some ihj) 
pleaded that the meaning of the avoid “piocceding” unless cloirlj stated uas mi no 
and might result disastei 

The Benqae Finasce Biee IfilO (cosm ) 

2Gth MAY — Tlie Bengal Finance Bill, 1939 as amended b) the Upper Iloaep, 
came in foi consideration to-day It maj he iccallcd that the Bengal 1 nniKC Bil,l 
uas passed by the Assembly on 30th March, 1939 Thcieupon it uas suit to t'l' 
Legislatue Council (Upper House) The Uppci House passcil the said Bill on llis 
12, 1939 uith tuo amendments in feection 7 and 9 icgatding the finning of rIlj^V 
foi exempting a person oi a class of persons, fiom the paiment of the tnv iiiuier', ' 
that Act Section 7 of the oiigiml Bill pioiides that the Pioiintial Goicrnnunt •' ' 

may piesciibc exemption of any peison oi class of persons fiom the oi'cratum of 
that act, but the Upper House passed an amendment to the cllwl tint the jirmiri''''" 
cial Goiernment maj fiamc lules subject to the appronl of the jiroMiunl IcjU- 
latuie foi the exemption of any peison oi (lass of jicr^-ons fiom the ojicratiow of 
that act, or the lemission, m uhole oi in jnit of the la\ parable tindci tint a. t 
by any peison or class of pcisons The Ujijiei House aKo mule in aineiulmint 
in Section 9 of the oiiginal Bill winch pioiidcs that the rroiiniu! (uniniinrnl 
may make lules foi can'jing out the puijioscs of this ail but the Upjur lloinc 
adfledthat the Piovincial Goieiiimcnt mij ‘iftei pieiious ptibluaUon’ mike smh 
rules The amendments of Mi Biswas uoic lost uitbout divihiou and the amend- 
ments passed by the Council were accepted bj the House 

The Bexoal Monet -lendeps Biil (costd) 


2Cth MAYto2n(l JUNE —ThcHouscthonicsumcdthedisiussionoftbcBcnt.il • 
Money-lendeis Bill The House made a considei able pi ogress uit'i rcgaid to ( Inno 
‘2 of the Bill which dealt with tkhniUon of cajutak interest, lo"!! c!t A laTce 
nuinbei of amendments ueie moicd by the Opposition members but all of them 
ueic lost The House accepted amendments of Mi Snhrauai dy with regard to tin 
definition of Company, Co opeiative fcoactics, Insuianoc Compani, Co oncrime Lne 
Insuiance Society Mi Surendra Nath Biswas (Coiigicss) moicd the following 
amendment “That a widow oi a fatlicilcss mmoi whose tot il adnnccs m loans do not 
exceed the sum of Es 500/ is not a nioiicj Icndei” Cn theassunmeof Mi Suhrawardy 
that he would symjiathetK ally considei the motion further dvofus^ion \\ is iio-'tioiiwi 
The House stood adjourned till Monday next, the 29th May when it dispo-ui of '•ckii 
clauses Accoiding to the pronsions agiced to by the House, a peison will haiQio taVc 
out a licence fiom the Goieinmcnt foi may mg on the business of moncv-Iciuling 
Such a licence will be lalid thioughout the piovince for a jieuod of three i carp 
and ivill be issued by the Pioiineial Goieinment on payment ot Rs 13 jr ioofor, 
each licence Considei ation of the contioicisial question, whether comiuerdal loins 
should bebiought intliin the pm i len of the Bill oi not, was jiost] onod to a 1 lUr 
date on the suggestion of the Goieinment The House then idjouincd till the licit 
day, the 30th May, when bySGiotcs to 17, it accepted the OoicrnmciU nnumlncnt 
excluding commeicial loans fiom the jiurncw of the Bill The Coacrc^s I vrn 
and tliiee members of the Coalition Parti remained nciitnl_ Jlio-o wlio 
lotcd against the amendment included the nicnibcrs of the Krishik Pnsi 
Paity and the Independent Scheduled Caste Puiti On the next dai, the lit Inrc, the 
House made a considerable progress when It disposed of clauses I itoJI rc! iting to the 
couit’s roiiei to cancel a licence, no comjiensation foi camiilhiion or siisjcn^nn 
of licence, disqualification of a person whose Incntc his betn RusjtiihHl 
01 cancelled, licence fees and penalties reciiieriblc as lublic d(jin’’(K 

and oflences in resuect of licences The House discussed fulh two imj-oriant 
clauses namely elauscs 20 to 21, and arriicd at no eondiision On the next 
day the 2nd June, the question of the language in t'iiith a monei -Icn.'cr 
will heicquiicd to keep his books of account mas dccidtH After discu--ion the 
bon Ml H S Suhiawardy ’ - that a monci -lender cculd 

keep his books of account in vO to G- 

the CongiesB and the Kiisha , i amuidmcnt Dr Tn'iiuJst.c 

Sanyctl^s (Cougiess) amendment urging thit a mouc' -lender ebould be |nruU£cd 
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to Ills books of account ’ lie Jibed ivas lost unthout a division 

Mr Subrawardys amendnipt the statement of the conditions of 

the l^n at the time- of advance and annual statement of aecoimts to be submitted 
'by the lender to the borrower, nught be written either m Bengali or in 
Enghsh as the borrower mght desire, was passed A Congress partr amend- 
ment that such statements should be in the languavte of the borrower was rejected 
The House then adjourned till June 15 next 


/' 15th to 27th —^e Assembly reassembled on the 15th June to resume 

consideration of the Bengal Money-lenders Bill and adjourned till the next dav, after a 
brief sitting, as the Govenuu^nt ■wanted tune to amve at a decision m resfard to a 
clause relating to interest Next day , the 16th June it disposed of some more amend- 
ments with regard to Clauses 31, 3-2 and 33 Progress was not howei er satisfactory 
as the Government could not come to any decision inth respect to certain 
amendments to these clauses moved by the opposition The House then adjourned 
tdl Tuesday next, the 20th June, when by an amendment moied by Sir H S 
Suhrawardy, a provision was made regardmg the unsecured loan for annual 
instalments for possible extension of time for 20 vears and decree without 
interest was to apply only to unsecured loans before' the commencement of the 
Apt so that future loan might be given -without a danger of having the reahsa- 
tion.held up, for a penod of years Another provision was made which provided 
that m case there was any failure to pay the instalments the court imsht giie 
time for the payment of the instalments which should not be less than one year, 
if the court found that the failure had been due to circums‘ances beyond' the 
control of the debtor and that it was necessary that the debtor should' be given 
ti^e to collect the money tiU the harvest Tfie House was then considenng the 
question of penalties to be inflicted if the loan which had been descnb^ as 
commercial was found to be not commercial loan Sir Suhrawardy said that 
the Gkivemment had made this provision very strmgent They did not want the 
law to he evaded The House was considering this when it was adjourned 
On the. 22nd Jane, a vital part of the Bill, namely clause 28, lavmg down that 
the rate of interest should not exceed 8 and 10 cent per annum simple, in the 
case of secured and unsecured loans respectively, pving the rate of mterest so 
proposed retrospective effect and extendmg the “rule of damdupat to apply to 
interest already paid or included in any decree, came up for consideration The 
Go\ emment did not move any amendment to the danse of the Bill, as reported 
by the Select Committee As many as 19 amendments were, however, movra to 
the Clause by members belonging to the Congress Partv, the Kn-hak Proja Party, 
the European Group, the Hindu Nationahst Party and the Independent Group 
The amendments moved by Congress members wanted to lay down a lower 
■Tate of interest both m respect of secured and unsecured loans than that 
provided in the Bill The amendments moved by the EHshak Pron Party 
members wanted to lower the rate of interest still further The amendments 


moved t^y Mr B P Khattan (Independent), repiesenting the Indian Chamber of 
Commerce, wanted to give a rate of interest higher than that proposed m the 
bdl, opposed the apphcation of the "rule of damdupat’ to past transactions, 
dssired to mike provision for payment of compound interest uhich has been 
altogether abolished by the Bill ^d urged restnction of the provisions of the 
BiU r^ardiug the rate of mterest and apphcation of the "Buie of Damdupat’ 
to future transactions only The amendment moved on behalf of the European 
Group opposed the giving of retrospective effect to the provision of the Bill 
reaardmg the rate of mterest The amendment moved by Sir J N Basu 
(Bindn Nationahst Partv) desired to make pro-nsion for compound mterest The 
debate on these amendments, which lasted nearly three hours and in which about 
a dozen speakers representmg diflerent parties took port, was adjourned till the 
next dLav, the 23rd June, when all non-official amendments demanding lower rates 
of mterest than 8 to 10 per cent per annum simple for secured and unsecured 
loans respectively as proposed m the Bill and opposmg the application of the 
rule of “damdup'at’ and retrospective effect to the prop-osed rate of mterest and 
urging the lew of compound mterest were rejected by the House. In opposing 
fheamendments, the hon Mr fT B Suhrawardy, Labour ilmister, told the 
European group, which had opposed retrospective legislation, that the Government 
realised that retro‘=pectiTe effect given to law was had m pnnciple and that the 
Government were justified m this case because, the conditions of the people m 
tbiS' Province were such that ■without retrospective apphcation, there was no 
possible hope of saving the people from the clutches of the money-lenders 
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then adjourned till ilonday, the 2GUi June, ttIicu it'Cnishod conFulcntion 
of all amendments to all the clauses of the Bill The most importmt tlau‘=e uhuh 
was discussed to-day and nhich eiohed controversial discussions cmponers tlic miirt 
to icopen all transactions m connection with monej -lending unreacoiuhlj (loc»lor 
adjusted foi a penod of twelve 3 eais pievious to the passing of this \tt and rcvlticn 
anj deciees ma suit, to which this clause applies which was notfulh «ati'.iicd b\ the 
1st of Januaiy 1939 and provides, that if ana thing has been paul or allowctl on v touul 
of or after the 1st of Januaiy 1939 in respect of the liahiliU, thccouit slnll order the 
lendei to repay any sum which thecouit considers to be repaaahle in icspat of tbit 
sum The bub-Section providing foi refund after the 1st of 3amiar3 1959 w is opio- 
Bcd by the Congiess Pait3, which moaed an amendment urging its deletion The 
Congiess amendment was lost by 82 to 30 aotes, the Eurojiam group rcinaiinug 
neutial The Congiess Paity also opposed the gning of retrospci luc efie t to the 
piovisions of the clause in respect of the eouit not full} satisfied ba the 1st of I mu ira 
1939 Reassembling on the neat da3, tlie 27th June the AbBeinbl3 pa'-=wl tlio Bill 
without an3 opposition Explaining that the Congress part3 did not propose to ob— 
tiuct the passage of the Bill, Mr Sarat Chandra Bose pointed out that the attitude 
of his Paity tow aids the Bill was one of co opeiation The Congre-s Pirta sup- 
poited certain pioaisions of the Bill aahich wcic consistent with the (.oiigri'-s jxilK’^' 
and piinciple Such a Bill would lose its utiht3 without provisions foi cheap crevlit 
facilities which must be provided ba the bt^te The Speaker regretted that in the 
mattei of sujmly of cheap ciedit facilities, theic was nothing so fvr to tlu crciRt of 
the Bengal Goveniment Mi Bose further explained that his Parta did not ‘■ee 
630 to e3'e with the Goveinment oi with the European group in the niittcr of di-^tim- 
tion that had been made m the Bill between banks and banks, in icgaul to =0010*311 
the penalty clauses and also m regard to some of the ietro=neetive provi'-ious 
Ml H 8 Suhrawai dy, Laboui Minister, who piloted the llill claimed lint 
the Bill was going to do real good to the pooi and down tiodden jicoolc of this 
Piovince As regards the Opposition criticism of discrimination between l)aiik“ ami 
banks, Mr Suhiawaidy pointed out that the ‘■cheduled banks which liul bca-n 
excluded fiom the operation of the Bill weic Indian Banks with Indnn cajntal lie 
lepudiated the suggestion madcb3 the Leader of the Opjosifion that (he (lovcnimrnl 
had not taken steps for the purpose of establishing lairal credit Ue pointeil out that 
they were overhauling the co opeiative credit societies The Jlinister told the Home 
that when the Assembl3 would meet next, die Goveinment would be in a jmsition to 
place before the House a well consideicd scheme for rcliabilitating the nual credit 
The main piovisions of the present Bill aic, that the lender is required to take licence 
fiom the Government for caiiving on the business of 11101103 -lending after such date, 
not less than six months attei the commencemeiU of this Ac t, as llie Prov inci vl 
Government shall by notiheation m the Official Gazette api oint in this behalf Com- 
pound interest is totally abolished and the maximum rate of in(cie=t recoverable from 
a boiTOwei is reduced to eight per cent per annum foi seemed and ten per tent j>ci 
annum for itnsecuied loans irrespective of whether such interest accrues before or 
after the commencement of the Act The Bill prov ides for the ajiidication of the rule 
of ‘Damdupat” and gives letiospcctive effect to the rate of interest prescribed and lo 
the application of the laile of “D imdiipat ” , 

Calcutta Mukicipal Amexd Bill (coxtd ) 

28th JUNE —The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill 1939 which had bri n 
passed by the Council with two amendments on Wednesclav morning was returned to 
the Assembh, when it met this evening The House will tale up consideration of thc=e 
two amendments when the House le-issembles on Jui 3 Gnext 
Calcutta Police Amend Bxli 

The Assembly next passed the Calcutta and Suburban Police (AmcndniCTit) Bill 
1939 m thefoimin which it had emerged from the Upper House where it was uitrn- 
diiced by the lion SirjOwa^a Naztmttddtn, Home Jilinislcr, on behalf of the Govt 
The Bill piov ides that the Commissioner of Police of Calcutta, In anorder in writing, 
can depute one or more police officers below the rank of head constable or other |'er>-aas 
to attend any public meeting to take down the proceedings of such meGnig if in the 
opinion of the Commissioner of Police the meeting is likcjv to prnnote scsjjuon or 
disaffection or to cause *1 disturbance of the public peace and iraniiuiliuy TIic 
tlion adjourned till the Cth Jul3 next 
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nuesideof the Budget that excise revenue had gone up by almost 2() lakhs in the 
^nise rf the last 4 or 5 years Befeiring to the imposition of the proposed new tax 
Prof, Kabii asked if it was fair to extort fiom a peison diawmg Es 2000/- a vear 
the same amount as that fiom one who was drawing Rs 2000/- a month Khan Sahib 
Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, who could not conclude his speech yesterday made a 
passing lefeience to the subsidv of Es 3000/ to the Calcutta Daily’ “Azad” 
Thedeoate was continued day to day till the 27th Febrnary when the Nawab Bahadur 
of Dacca, Ministei for Industiies, gave a biief review of the activities and achievements 
of the industiies depaitment duiing the Last two years and concluded on the next 
day, the 28tli Febraary Rai Bahadui Keshnb Chandia Banerjee, Mi Kadei Bux Eai 
"Bahadui Suiendra Narain Singh, Mi Indu Bhiisan Baikal and Mrs K D Eeieno 
Honble Mi Nalini Ean]an Baikal deliveied speeches ’ 

Town Hall Meeting Rowdyism 

28th FEBEUAKY —A reference to the lowdj ism in the Town Hall meeting last 
evening, lesiilting in injuiics to about a dozen peisons and the aiiest of 40 others, 
was made in the Council to-day when Piof Humiyun Kabir u anted to move an 
.■^djouinment motion to discuss the mattei Piof Kabir said that the object of 
ins hiotion was to discuss the “failure of the Government to take adequate steps to 
prevent noting and hooliganism at a public meeting held at the Town Hall last eve- 
Ding^'iesulting in injuries and the aiiest of a large number of peisons who attended the 
nieetmg ’’ Asked by the President to explain the iiigency of the mattei, Piof Kabii 
said that the meeting was organised by a group of people who wanted to record then 
piotest against the Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill It was broken up by a num- 
ber of people who posed as oi were the supporters of the present Ministry He gave 
seieial concrete instances, including one in which the hon Mr Tamizuddin Khan, 
Minister foi Local Self-Government (not a Minister then) had to leave a meeting in 
Fatidpm, which was dispersed bj the police This meeting also wanted to criticise 
the Mmisteiial policy In spite of all these known facts. Prof Kabir obseiied, the 
Govemment did not take any steps to prevent lecuiience of such incidents Su 
'Naeimuddin, Home Ministei, leplying, thought that there the occasion did not call 
for any action on the pait of the Govemment The meeting was a public meeting and 
how could the Government anticipate that there would be trouble and take precau- 
tionai 7 steps as suggested by the mover ? He, therefore, said that the motion was not 
in oidei The Piesident, however, held that the motion was in older, and cousulted the 
House for leave being granted to the mover Less than 13 raembeis (the lequisite 
number) having stood up in support of the mover, leave was refused by the House to 
consider ^e motion 

Congress Walk-out Mahatma’s Fast 

* ■ 6tb MARCH —Congress members staged two walk-outs in the course of this 
af'teimfon’s sitting, over the question of an adjournment motion relating to Rajkot 
affairs When the House met, Di Radha Kumud MuKherjee sought its adjourn- 
ment* foi > the evening in consideration of the “grave situation created nr the 
country by reason of Mahatmaji s fast ’ The President left the mattei for the 
House to decide A member of the Coalition Party having raised an objection, 
the Cpn^ess members left the House in a body Latei, they returned and sought 
an adjo^nment on a different subject The motion was allowed, but it fell thiough 
owing to lack of support Dr Mukherjee then made a statement that as his proposal 
to suspend business had not been accepted, they had no option but to withdraw and 
abstain from taking part in its business The House then proceeded with official 
business The Bengal Tenancy (Second Amendment) Bill, 1938, the Bengal Rates 
and Interest Bill, 1938, as passed by the Assembly, were passed The House then 
adjouineitill the next day, the 7th March, when it passed two Bills namely, the Bengal 
Tanks^ Improvement Bill, 1938 and the Bengal Dentists Bill, 1938, as passed by 
the Assembly, with slight modifications 

Calcutta Poiace Amend Bill 

‘13ih MARCH —The Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939, 
was discussed to-day The Bill sought to give power to the Commissioners of Police, 
•■Calcutta, to depute one oi more police officers to attend any public meeting 
'foi the purpose of reporting the proceedings of such meetmgs All the motions 
foi' circidation of the Bill for eliciting public opinion, which had been moved 
by Opposition members on Saturday, were put to vote and rejected Three motions 
for reference of the Bill to a Select Committee were under discussion when the 
Council adjomned While Prof Humayan Kabir, who moved refeience of the 



-5 MAY >39 ] THE A I C C HsCIDEiNT ir.O 

Bill to a Select Committee, chanctcnsed it ns a ‘•Fascist measure”. Dr UmlknU mu<’ 
Mukheni, moung nnother motion foi reference to Select Committee ile-cnhcil it 
as a Black Act which would shake the very foundation of the ciiil libertio of 
toe people” Suppoitrag the me<asiire, Edioard SuUhal, Leader of the European 
Croup, said the opinion of then Group on this measure had alrcada been c\- 
piessed They supported the Bill because they believed that it avas reaconablr 
Another reason why they supported the Bill was that the prinnplc of the Bill 
had been in opcntion foi seveial years and theie was no conijiliint 'Jlic //on 
Minister was replying to the debate when the Council was adjouim 1 till the 
nest day, the 14tii March when for toe first time siiilc the intqi ion of I’ro in 
cial Autonomy, the Government sustaincfl a dcfnt llicie vv is a tic mtr ui 
Opposition amendment and the Piesident cast Ins vote in fuonr of the anund- 
ment The amendment, which was moved by Ur liadhakumud Mul’urji (Lon 
gicss) sought to delete the e\plana»ion defining a public meeting The Bill I ml 
down that a “public meeting” was a meeting “vrhich is open to tlic piibln, or 
any class oi any portion of public and the meeting might be a piibli meeting 
notwithstanding the fact that it is held in a piivate pi ice and notwitlwi milin„ 
that admission thcieto is lestiictcd by ticket or otherwise” Eighteen voicil for '?'* 
and eighteen against the amendment The Prcsid^’nl in giving liis castin,, wte 
in favoui of the amendment, lemarked tint the measme was t new one undtr^ 
which pow’eis were sought to be given to the Commissioner of I’olitc whnh 
poweis did not cYist before In the case of a lie the President should give Ins 
casting vote to maintain the status quo, he dalaied, amidst cheers from Uic 
Opposition benches Next day, the 15th March, iii a twenty minutes’ sitting, tin 
bill was passed by the House In moving that the Bill as amended bv tbc 
Council be passed, toe hon Khwaja 8ir Naztmuddtn, Home 'Minister, said ‘‘Ihe 
Government have decided to accept the dcnsion of the House and no effort will 
be made for the inclusion of the amendment which was earned bv the House 
yesterday uiging deletion of the cxplauatory clause that defined a public meeting 
(Opposition Cheers), but on the dcbnite understanding toat no attempts will bo 
made to ciicumvent the piovisions of this measure The Council at this stage '' 
was prorogued 


iKcmrsT DoRtoG A I C C bnssiON' 

5tli MAY — An adjoiunment motion of Mr Kadcr Bux (IMinistcnal Coalition) 
fo discuss ‘ the failure of the Government” to give adequate jwotection to persons 
duiing the disturbances on the occasion of the recent \ I C C session in Cakntta 
was withdrawn when the Council re assembled on the 5lli May In moving the 
motion, Mr Bux made an attack on the Congicss and on Mahatma Gandhi lie was, 
on raoie than one occasion, pulled up by the Piesident Jlr Bux said that tlic 
Goveinment must have been fully aeqininted with the feelings ^of indigiiation la the ^ 
Bengal Congiess, which had found vent in the local Press Knowing full welt the 
trend of events, since toe Tripun Congress, the Goveinment should have aiBp qialfnl, 
that the momentous session of the A I C C at Wellington Square ^migliL, in ail 
probability, give rise to an occasion necessitating adequate protection Tiic fiovcip- 
ment were expected to know that the Gandhian polity of stnet adherence to the 
principle of non-violence and observance of toleration and stnet discipline iq the 
Congress lank and file was but a ‘delusion” He then proceeded to refer 
to instances of “Congress Hooliganism” in the "Congress gov ernccl iwv nice-' 
I^an Baliadiu Moulvi Mahomed Ihtahim (Coalition) said that if after flic 
way in which Bengal and Bengal’s leader, Mr Sublns Chandra Bose, had 
been “humiliated” m Tiipuri, some young men of Bengal had got out ol 
control and done something, their action was not one, which mcntcfl verv “t'C'c 
censure from them Their action paled into insignihcance in companson ''’'ito toe 
highly piovocative action of the leadeis at ’Tripiiri and the vvinton manner in wiiifii 
an attempt was made to “humiliate” Bengal and its loader Pandit f 
was conceived m a vindictive spirit, and if there was a reaction to tint in be ^ I 
and as a result some of Bengal’s voting men did somcthinjr, he, for one, i Ot 

condemn them veiv much Mi Kammi Kumar Bufta, Ic^uhr of , J ’ 

said “It IS regrettable tliat the mover, under the cloak of an adjotirnm nt motio i, 
should avail himself of the opiortunitv of calumniating the p 

tion, the Indian National Congress Bceounting the c\ ents preewmg the •'V 1 C L 
meeting, he said that a very keen feeling vvas rousrf in the lif S 

which one had not witnessed in the annals of the ContrTC— i 

Himng toe jpectipgs of the A I C C toe public mind was profoundly agitated 
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But thougli there ttos deep feeling running m the mind of tlie CaLutta public, 
which was highly agitated, tlie people in gencril maintained a dignified and calm 
atlitiide, and only a small section of the public was oier-powered by feehngs and 
lost all balance and control Even Congress lolunteers were assaulted when trying 
to ^Aeck the excesses on the part of a s'ection of the public Eeplving to the debat^ 
Sii N^ztmiiddin, Home Alinistcr, said that the treatment that had been meted out 
b^i the A I C C to the leaders of the Bengal Congress should be an eye-opener to 
those who weie asked to ]oin the Congress and hare faith in its sense of justice and 
fail ness Leaders of the A ICG came to Calcutta with the ai owed intention of 
bringing about a settlement of the diffeieaccs among them But Pindit Jawaharlal s 
‘peace proposal’ was, in the opinion of the Home IMinistei, like saving ‘ Heads I win, 
tails you lose’ It was quite natural, tha^ under the circumstames some aoung 
men lost then heads The Home Minister did not appiore of their actions and he 
condemned them But he arould like to say tins, that the piovo-ation that was 
offered to Bengal was, from her point of view, great Proeeahng, the Home 
Mmister maintained that there was no justification whatsoever for the cnticism that 
the aiithorit’es failed in the discharge of their duties as regards maintenance of Ian 
and Older The Home Minister was surjnised at the attack levelled against the 
auflionties by the Leader of the Opposition The facts were that, so far as the 
Congress nas concerned they resented all kinds of interference by the police 
Despite all this, the police, out of a sense of their own responsibility, were there 
They were not only there He might tell the House that but for police heln, it 
would have been difficult for Gandhiji to get down from his compartment and go 
to his car at Howiah station Tlie Home Minister cDimed that, but for the 
presence of the police persons woidd have been more seiiously assaulted He would 
submit that it was not possible for the police to do anything more, because they 
weie not allowed to go inside the pandal In view of the facts stated by him the 
Home Mims'^er asked the mover to withdraw his motion which was done 

The FrxA^iCE Bill Debate 

*101 to 12th MAY —The Co'mcil devoted the whole of its time to-day to a 
Iisctission of the point whether the Finance Bill, as passed by the Lower House, 
smponenag the Provincial Government to levy an nngraduated tax of Es SO per 
annum on all trades, professions, callmgs and employments, was a tax on mcome 
and therefoie ultra vires of the Provincial Ii^slatuxe Mr Nalmt Eanjan Barker, 
Finance Minister, moved that the Fmance Bill, as passed by the Assemblv, be taken 
into consideration Eaja Bhupendra Narayan Singh Bahadur of Nashipui, rising 
an a point of order, maintained that the Bill was ultra vires of the Provmcial 
L^slature He contended that the tax proposed in the Bill was not a tax on 
profession, callings, etc but was a tax on the whole income of a man engaged in 
professions, callmgs, etc , such income also including the mcome a man might 
ienve from soirees other than his profession or calling, etc He maintamed that, 
IS it uas a tax on income, it came withm the sphere of Federal Subjects, and 
iherefore, the Bill was ultra vires of the Provmcial Legislatuia 5Ir 0 C Ormond 
Eiiropean) suggested that smee differmg views nere being expressed m the matter, 
ie would like to suggest, as a practical projxisition, so that the Government might 
not be m difficulty after they had begun coEectmg the tax, that they might before 
mforcing the jirovisions seek the views of the Federal Court Prof Humayun 
Kahn' suggested that some changes m one of the clauses of the Bill might 
meet the difficulty Sir K Naztmuddm, Home Minister, mamtained that 
:he very fact the ' Bdl sought to impose a fiat rate, an ungraduated tax, 
showed "that it was not an income-tax Next day, the 10th May, givmg his 
ruling on the point of order raised by the Baja Bahadar of Naslupur, 
the President, Mr Satyendra Chandra Mitter, said that the matter was not 
free fiom doubt But he would hke to give the matter the benefit of doubt and 
rule m faioar of the Bill bemg not ultra vires of the provmcial legiilatiire. Ihe 
nnnomcement drew repeated applause from the Mmistenal benches The House 
then proceeded with the consideration of the Bdl Mr Lalit Chandra Das 
(Gongiess) moved that the Bengal Fmance Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th July 1939 His motion was lost without 
division Mr Humayun Kab^r moved that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of nme members mcludmg himself This motion, too, was 
lost without division ilr Laht Chandra Bas’s amendment to restnet the 
operation of the Bill withm the city of Calcutta was also lost without division 
Jlr Humayum Kabir then moved that the Bill shall not remain m force for 
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more thnn one jenr fiom the dite of commencement The motion m*! nni (o lotc Init 
Mas lost by 18 to 20 \otes Tlie Congie^s Piitj nnd the PrOcrrc=*«i\c ] ut\ \o^c<\ for tic 
motion j members of the Coalition Part\ and Bai Bahadur M<nimatha A at/ /?e 
(liogressive Partj) remained neiitial Next d^^, the lllh Ma\, flie (.oicrnmn.i 
sustained a defeat over an Opposition amendment, moved in Ilnja Baundu) Hhu- 
pendra Narayan Stnha, Leader of the Piofrressne Partv, inipo=inp' a 1 1 \ on truJi- 
callings, professions and eraplovments 'ilic amendment v\as (amwl In fj^to AI 
'ofes Tire amendment sought to make some verbal alteritions in a pariuulir tlir q 
All the other amendments moved to dav were lo=t The IJoino iIivkIckI on tvjo 
Oucasions ^^hen an amendment standing in the name of Hr A nr Alti id vv.!*" 
pressed to a division, I?ai Bahadui Ke^htib Chandra Banerjee, who hid ni)iioii 
ed it, however, lemained ncutial Tlie hon Air N li Saricr, rinaiuc Mini-or, 
while refusing to accept the amendments to the Bill, s-’id that the sdicme i-oiiilit 
to bung in money with the least amount of expenditure Bv the imioitmu of 
this tax nobodj would be hard hit Nexdav, the lllh Mav the Council la^-Mnl ilie 
Finance Bill Eephing to the cntitibms bv the (mngrc=s I'artv, the hon Sir Aa'iw 
Jianj an Barker, Finance Alinistcr, said that the privioiis daj tic Congri-- Piriv 
by exploiting the Emopcan group made (crtiin changes in the Bill lie would 
have to go to the lowci House again in ie->pett of the sinic, but tint would no' . 
verj much delay the impoMtion of the 1 1 \ 

The House next passed the Bengal Exnsc {Amendment) Bill The Cibulti,,. 
Police (Amendment) Bill as passed bv the AsKonhlv vistcidiv was laid on the I ibte 
The Council adjourned till \\ednc=diy next the 17tli May when it iho po~c<l 
the Calcutta Alunicipal Amendment ind Validation Bill, the Bengal Tcimiuv ('-{send 
Amendment) Bill and the Indiiu Stamis (Bengal Amendment) Bill, as i'">- td bv 
the lower House 


No^-om^AI Bins 

18th MAIi —Die Council dealt to dav with non olTiiial Bills Of the ton 
mcasuies on the agenda onlv one was passed 'Jhe House resolved to einiilite sjs 
of the Bills foi diciting opinion One Bill was 'lilhd’ and one was witbdnwn 
As for the othci amotion was nioveel refeinng it to a tseleet Committee 'Jlu 
House adjounied for the dry before it hid eonduded discussion thereon 'Jlu, 
Bengal Rural Poor and Unen ployed Reittf Bill, I'Ub w is j as^ed without a division 
as amended by the Asscmblv 'Jhe following aic the measnics in the ea'i of wlmh 
ciiculation was dceidcd on (1) The Bengal Pulltc iJcniamU Riconry {Annd 
ment Bill, 1937 seeking, to amend the Btiigil Publu Demands litvovtrv \el, ]''l ’ 
so as to piotect honest dtbtois fioni detention m tivil i nsons and to eonliutsuih 
detention todebtois jiroved to be ice ihiti mt en fi vudulcnt and elifchonc=t , {_') tlic 
Bengal Juienile Sinol tnq [Ammdment) BUI, I'lJS ()) llic Bengal Peod Adulhrn , 
i on {Amendment) Di/f, 1938, seeking to •'niemi the C'lstiiig Act in older to m d e, ’ 
It clastic enough, so that no ical otlendci < in cscijc the jmnishment jircscrd ixl 
by the law , (J) tlie Bnigal Svpprcis on of Immoral Irntfie ( Imindticnl). BUI, 
19)8, seeking to cfltct a shgdit ehange in the definition of biothcls , {'>) the Ba ir t 
Estates PailtUon {Amendment) BUI, 193S , and (G) the Bengal Land Atienatwn B ll 
EISI^& line or Ceivivicx viisvi 

l®th MAY — The need foi taking ciilv stejs to "stop the using tide of coramu- 
nalisin” 111 Bengal iiiel to this end substiiuting sej aratc eommnnal tic-i torifes bv 
joint electorates with reservation of scats for the minorities, was emjdiasi-id in i 
lesolufioii moved bv JIi Lalil Chandra Das (t_oni,rcss) to d iv ^Ir ]>is 
moved that an addicss be pic“cnted to lus FvellciRV the Governor of Beivil through 
the Piesidcnt of the Bengal Lcgislitivc Couneil, nriut=ting Hm rveclbiuv to reson- 
mend to the authorities conccnicd that verv eiilv sicj s bhoiild be t ikf n in tin-- 
behalf AIi Dvsstrongdy condemned the activities of the Beng d Ministn ind j ar 
liciilarly the uttciaiiccs of the Chief Alimstei as being resj oiisibk fo- ron mg ' om* 
muiial passions Piof Humayun Kabtr (KnsUak I'roji) sud that tlie jsilnv ei tie 
Biitish Government had alvv ivs been to set ui> one eornmuniiv a_"inst "uoi er in 
India m then own interest 'JIiis poliev of •divide and rule was re j o isiii e nw 
the piesent state of all iirs in the countrv But be did not believe lb w anv ustfu! 
purpose would be served by appealing to others to settle the ibfkritiecs cm- mg 
between the two great coinmumfics 'ihc hon ble Khvata -S r Anr r-i u llei’i i 
Minister, icjilviiig, rejnidiatesl the charge mule a.iiist t ic 'Imi'trv md the slu* 
Alinistci He tontciuled tlut eompvieel to the eouditions j.rLV uling in ji’-ovi, uc- like 
Bihai and the U P, the people m Bengal were hvm^ in anmy and i - lc L 
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appeals to the Government", remarked the Home Blrnrster, “that there is a deliberate 
move to stir up comniunal passion by some interested parties especially the Natio- 
Mlist papers, and those ivho are now directing the activities of the Congress m 
^ngal In spite of the activities of newspapers and Congressmen, the Government 
hah been able to maintam peace and order in the province He apprehended that if 
the House adopted the resolution, it would rather help in accentuating the communal 
differences The Government would welcome criticisms of their actions, but surely 
nobody could condemn the Goi ernment on the issue which was the subject matter of 
discussion in the House. The Government, however, would not take part in the 
' discussion, and would simply forward the proceedings of the debate to His Excellencv 
the Governor , because it was a matter which was not the immediate concern of the 
Local Government Mi Das’s resolution was lost without a dinsion 

INDIAN iMitIGRATIOS ISTO BUKMA 

The Council thereafter passed a resolution, moved by Mr Ntcr Ahmed decidmg 
to present an address to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the President, 
Bengal Legislative Council, requestmg His Excellency to make a lepresentation to 
the Government of India protestmg strongly against the Government of Burma’s 
*move to impose restrictions on Indian immigration 

hlr Lttht Chandra Das moved a resolution recording the Council’s complete 
disapproval of the attempt being made by the Bntish Government to amend the 
Government of India Act 1935, with a view to concentrating all powers, m the 
e\ent of a war emergency, in the hands of the Central Government But the Council 
adjourned till the 22nd before the motion was taken into consideration 

Calcutta Municipal Amekd Bill 

22nd MA-Y to 28th JUNE — The Calcutta Municipal Amend Bill came up for consi- 
deration on the 22nd May Dr E K Mukherjee made a stnngent ciiticism of the Bill 
nhile moving an amendment that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of ehciting opini- 
on thereon by the 30th June, 1939 ‘‘It is part of a larger scheme to reduce the power of 
the Hindus all over India because the Hmdus and specially the Bengal Hindus have 
been the foremost in the fight for the freedom of their countrv But was politics a 
mere matter of counting of heads”, asked Dr Mukherjee, “and of infant heads ? 
The great Moslem majority of 55 per cent dnmdled into 25 per cent as tax 
payers and further shrank mto 12 per cent in the sphere of higher education and in- 
to ’similar positions of minority in the sphere of mdependent profession, legal, medi- 
cal or commercial An important phase of world-politics was fought out on the 
pnnciple of “Ho representation, no taxation” and led to the emergence of the United 
States of America If the Bengal Hindus were kept out of their representation m 
proportion to taxation, a separation of Hmdu Bengal from Moslem might be inevi- 
table If the Moslems must separate from Hmdus at elections and sat separately in 
' the Legislatiue, let them separate m education and other maters, let them part with 
their purses” Next day, the 23rd May, opposmg the hon Sir Naim Ranjan Sarker’s 
motion that the Bill be taken mto consideiation, Sir LahfChandia Das (Congiess) 
lihmched a severe attack on the provisions of the Bill Sir Das said that the pnnci- 
ple underlvmg the Bill was obnoxious and there was no justification He pomted out 
that the facts and figures pven on the preiions dav by the hon Sir Nazimuddin 
-were uhollv misleamng Sir H C A Hunter, Leadei of the European Group, 
maiiltamed that the system of separate electorates would not have the bad results 
predicted about it On the contxarv, it should tend to eliminate communal strife. The 
European Group agreed that consideration should be given to the important factors of 
numerical strength and financial contributions, but they also held the ^uew that any 
considerable party majority m the Corporation uas an evil and that only by the 
abolition of that considerable majority could the welfare of the city he pioperlv safe- 
guaided Their group supported the motion Mi Hamtdul Hiiq Chaudhvnj, Deputy 
President of the Council, criticised the attitude which the Hindus had taken up with 
regard to this measure, and said that the Hmdus looked at the Bill with a perjudiced 
mind and did not try to realise the attitude of the Muslims Khan Bahadur Abdul 
Kaum, Leader of the Coidition Group said that he did not like separate electorates 
• but he felt that there was a necessity for Muslims for working separately at present 
Prof Humayun Kabir (Knshak Praja) criticised the line of argument of Khan Baha- 
clur Abdul Kanm that separate electorates were bad and yet it should be worked and 
maintamed that it was m its interests that Biitish impenahsm set up one community 
against another Affairs in the country at present were most dejilorable, but the only 
solution of that problem was the creation of an atmospheie in which the tuo commn- 
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H S Suhraivardy, MiiHster for Labour Discusbion on tbe Bill -was then conti- 
nued Five non-official amendments rveie moved to the clause reo-axdinn- 
nomination, but tdl-of them i\eie rejected The House then adjourned till 
the 2Pth JuneiYhen by 35 a otcs against 15, it lejected an amendment of Piof Hjivia- 
yun Kabir^ uhich uanted to letaiii the system of joint electorate under ceitam 
conditttms The amendment provided that a Hindu or a Mahomedan candidate in 
oidei. .to be declaied duly elected, must secuie not less than 25 per cent of the 
votes cast by aoteis of his own community and not less than 10 per cent of the 
Azotes cast by Aoteis of the othei community Prof Kabir claimed that if his 
foimula was accepted by the House it would go a long way toAvards soiling the 

- corQmunal pioblem that had assumed such alaiming jnoportions to-dav feidei 
the OAisting Calcutta hlunicipal Act, theie were joint electoiates in which Mahome- 

..dan seats were leseived But the amending Bill now under discussion sought to 
do -Aw ay with the jnesent system and have sepaiatc electorates for the Mahomedans 
If Fis amendment was earned then tliej woidd hare jomt electorates foi the Avhole 

- of Calcutta and would at the same time hare necessary protection for the mmoiity 
communities It was desuable, the speakei emphasised, that only such persons 
should be returned who enjojed the confidence of all the communities fvhnn 
Bahadur Smyed Mvzzamuddtn Hosain (Coalition) and the hon SIi Tamtzuddiv. 
Kiian, hlmistei for Local Self-Government, opposed the amendment Next dav, the 
21st. Jane, the Council dealt AVith four non-official amendments to Clause III of 
ihe Bill relating to the system of nomination All the four amendments which 
sought to make an allotment of the four seats available, as a result of the 
acceptance by the House of Khan Saheb Abdul Hamtd Chaudhm ijs amendment, 
reducing the number of nominated seats fiom eight to foui, were negatived The 
fiist amendment moAcd by Khan Saheb Abdul Hamid Chau dimry, Avhich sought to 
gne three of these four seats to the Scheduled Castes to be reserved for them in 
the general constituency and one seat to the hlahomedans was negatned by 31 
against 25 votes The Congress Party, the Piogiessne Paity, the Kiishak Praja 
Party and one nominated member AOted in support of the amendment, while the 
Coalition Party and the Euiopean Gioup AOted against it The thiee otliei 
amendments moied by ili K K Butt, Mr i? Paul Choudhury and Mr 
L C Das weie lost without a diAision Next day, the 22nd June, bamng 
the change that the clause had undeigone followmg the acceptance of Khan 
Sahib Abdul Hamid Chaudhuri/s amendment, all other non-official amendments to 
the clause weie negatiAcd An attempt on the pait of non-oftcial membeis to make 
an allotment of the four seats released out of the nominated bloc failed and the 
Clause was passed with the only modification relating to the number of nominated 
seats An amendment moied by Piof Hvmayun Kabtr seeking to raise the numbei 
of elected seats fiom 85 to 99, was lost without a dnision Bv anothei amendment 

^•to Clause V of tlie Bill, Piof Kabu wanted to do aAvay with the piOAision for 
separate electoiates and increase the number of Sluslim Aoteis Piof Kabii.,^ought 
that any Muslim paring lent should be tieated as a Aotei He also emphasised that 
aduft faanchise should be intioduced as that would increase the number of Muslim 
A^ers in the city Eeplying, the hon Khwaja Sir Naztmuddtn, Home Mmistei, 
^d that theie could be no question of adult franchise foi local bodies specially 
municipalities where the whole jnincijile was based on the fact that tliose who paid 
for the upkeep of the city should have a saa in the matter of the administration of 
the affaus of the city He said that the Goveinmcnt proposed to deal Avith the 
question of loAveiang the franchise and with that object m Aiew they proposed to 
introduce a Bill veiy shortly and when the fianchise was lowcied the number of 
Aotes Avould become more Prof Aatn’s amendment Avas negatiAcd by 35 against 12 
Aotes Mr Labt Chandra Das also moved an amendment seeking to delete the 
jiiOAision foi separate electorates The amendment Avaslost without a diAision Prof 
Knbir by anothei amendment wanted to add a neiv pioAision to Clause V that 
erei-y woman shall be qualified as an elector of the women’s constituencies andeieiy 
Indian Christian shall be qualified as an electoi of the Indian Christian consti- 
tuencies The amendment was rejected Clause Y of the BiU was still under consi- 
deration when the House adjourned till the next day, the 23rd June, when opposition 
amendments uiging lepiesentation of Indian commercial interest on the Calcutta 
Coipoiation weie rejected Clause 5 of the Bill laymg down qualifications for fian- 
chi^e, was theieuj on passed AAith only a verbal modification Piof Humayitn 
Kabtr (Kiishak Pioia) seACiely ciiticised the Ministry for ignoring the Icmtimate 
claims of Indian coinineicial interests in the City to be lejnesented on the Calcutta 
Coiqjoiation He pointed out that the Euiopean community had got moie seats in 
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the Corporation than they iiere cntitleil to {.ct Tlic nmendment in'- pre ='>1 tn n 
diMSion and negatued b> 33 against 11 aotes 3Ii Narcih ^rltl| lO/'cr^i of I).. 
Congress Tarty also mo\ed an amendment premising the claims of the Bing d N ilirnnl 
Chamber of Commeice, the Muslim Chamber of Gommeno and the Tndnn I 'iinibi r 
of Commerce for representation in the Calciitti Corj oration Mr .Scr,<: A.rr 
(European) opposing the amendment repudiated the sngcc^tion Ibaf the E«»i;r-iiis 
had a laiger representation than -what liicj Mere entitled to get lie =,,(1 (i.jt (]„ 
Europeans paid Ij per cent of the consohdilcil rates and al-c) ]nid, in idditinn to 
that, licence fees on trades etc estimated at 12 lakhs of nipcc-^ jiir inniiin \ ilr« 
rcase in the rcnresentation of the Eiiiopcan commuiiita uoiild not nn1^ bi nnstti - 
factoiy but also be xinpistificd Mr jt/ii/ '/crj L amt ndnionf « is lo'-t witlio I i 
duibion Clause 6 of the Bill 1 iMiig doun the tpnlititatio i fort!, lion is (-.nn 
( illor uas under consideration uhen the House adjourned till tin »Tl1i .luiir , 
t\hen the third leading of the Bill tommented Treiioiis to lliis (he sf-ond 
leading i\as passed 'Ihc only amendment inoied 1)\ J{ai 'fnvinalhn Ni th 
Bose Bahadur, to incicasc the number of rciircsciit ition finm one to t\ o 
of the Ward No relating to Tolhgiinj In rcduting^ Ihc nninber of n 
presentation from 2 to one of the Wait! No .1 relating to hit|inkiii ins put to 
duision and lost Ihe odici amendments iicre not moicd at all m iin of iihiih 
Here out of ordci Nc^tt daj, the 28th June the Coiintil j is=c<l the Bill Mitlwn*' 
diMsion The only change ctrcctcd iias the ledueiion in the numher of nomi- 
nated scats from eight to loiii The Bill non goes to the IxiMCi llnnse ig nn for 
Its reconsideration in the amended form Hic House then uljourned to nuxt 
again on the 7th July 
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TELE MADRAS DEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


Proceedings of Madras Assembly 

Winter Session — Madras — 17th to 27th January 1939 

The Public Health Bill 

The IVintei Session of fhe Madras Legislative AssembJv commenced at Madras 
■on the 17tli January 1939 A lesolution expressing sorrow at the death of Mi 
K Raman Mt,non, the Ministei and com eying the sjmpathy of the House to the 
family of the deceased n as passed The Premier, Mi* C Rajagopalachan, moied 
the lesoliition, and party leaders associated themsehes in paying their tiihiites to 
the late Mr Menon The House next jiroceeded with the discussion of the 
Public Health Bill An Opposition amendment to exclude the City of 
Madras from the purview of the measme was opposed by the Government 
and was ie]ected by the House The Assembly turned down an amendment 
that proMSion be made for election by the Legislature of lepresentatnes to 
serve on the Health Board Supporters of the proposal expressed the view 
that the select committee had taken a “retrograde” step in substituting for 
the SYs*'em of election provided for the original Bill a system of nomination 
The Premier and the Minister for Public Health spoke opposing the amendment 
They stressed that the balance of opinion in the select committee favoured the sj stem 
of nominations and that it was best calculated to ensure satisfactory working of 
the Board, which was there to advise Government on matters referred to it and was 
in no sense intended to function as a sort of check on the Government The 
Health Minister added that challenge was thrown out that the Government should 
shoulder the entire lesponsibihty for working the Act and the view was expressed 
'■*that the piinciple of election might lesult in popular lopiesentatives being saddled 
lilth odium for acts for which they were not leally responsible It was in the 
< \jght of this consideration that the Select Committee had, the Ministei stated, favoured 
nomination Next dav, the 18th January, over fitty clauses of the Bill were considered 
A few amendments proposed by the members of the Opposition, calculated to 
improie the Bill in certam details, were accepted bj the Mmisfer /or Public Health 
and. earned The mam pnnciples of the Bill as regards the controlling authorities 
and their poweis, the constitution of the Health Board, its composition and 
functions, as set out m Chapter II of the Bill, the provisions lelating to watei- 
supply, draii^e, sanitary conveniences, abatement of nuisance and so on, were kept 
intact* The House made rapid progress on the next day, the 19th January, and 
finished consideration of the clauses The hon Dr Rajan moved the thud reading 
Mithoiit a speech and the motion was carried The Governmeat accepted an amend- 
ment moved by Mi Venkatasubbayya esemptmg conscientious objectors from vac- 
cination or inoculation in cases of notification of eiiidemics, provided they aaree to 
isolate themselves by confoiming to lestnctions that might be imposed in tins b dialf 
Any person who commits a breach of an undertaking given by him before a 
magistrate in tius respect, it is laid down, “shall be punished with imprisonment 
which may extend to three months or with fine, or with both ” 

- Estates Land Enquiry Comm Report 

20th to 27th JANUARY — ^The Report of the Madras Estates Land Enqmi 7 
Committee came up for discussion on the 20th January Movmg that the Report be 
taken into consideration, the hon Mr, T, Prakasam, Munster for Revenue, (the 
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-20-27 jAK ’39 } ESTATES LAND ENQUIRY CO^ISI REFORT 

Qiairman of the Committee), spoke for close upon two hours md ducit on the m un 
rccommendntions contained in the mnjorit) report Mr Pra' -i 
recommendations of the Committee were neitlier reioluliomi ' ' 

weietheyof a socialistic oi communistic chinctcr The majoiitv raomn*<'iiaa!ir 5 /] 
he aigiied, were based on solid facts and were formulated bj the Coinnmttc tcT'Kiulii’ 
bare ]ustKe uhieh had been denied to rjots for some reason or other for a \cr\ Im ^ 
time” Mr Piakasara had not concludal his speech when the Hou'c ''djoinmd tdt 
the next day, the 21st January, when he icitciated his prefatory iciiiatk tint the li 
commendations of the Committee weie neitliei socialistic nor cxpioim itorc in rh ir e 0 r , 
and that they weie sought to do baic justice to tlic ryot whuli w is dtiiictl to lam for 
a long time “If justice is not in the Report”, the Minister jdcaded, U]e<t it Ji\ all 
means, and I shall not hate the slightest objection ” llie iloiisc took uji the disfu >.ioa 
of amendments on Monday, the 2Srd January, when 'iCo7tgrcis vtcmlcr imncil ui 
amendment lecommcnding to the Got eriimcnt to bung in sminble lc,,isl nion basfdtai 
theiepoitof the Committee The fepcakei, B Sambamurtln, inquired wht lf»c mo- 
tion should contain a recommendation This was the foiiii undir dtirdit ’ *Jlie 
Goternment had now changed and was pait of an autonnmoiih le_i‘-!ature 'lie 
Premier, Ml C Bajagopalachai i, intcrienwi. said that the foim of the n^oliitum w ts 
quite conect The Speaker said that as the exenitne was resj onsiblc to it the k_i*- * 
lature could ask the Goteinment oi dnect it to do what it wauled 'Ihc I'tlviht i ml 
that a resolution of the House should be only a lecomnicndaiion to the Gotcrnimui 
as the lattei was lesponsiblefoi initiating Icgisl ilion Liiless the lcgi''intuic bc^nn diui t 
ly togmein, and thus become itself the executnc, it could only i ic'olutumH of i 
recommendatory charactei Otlieiwise the execuiicc would become a nitie uniiimnt 
sen ice and this was not the intention of the Constitution Ohe bpiaUr agreed with ibc 
Piemiei Next clay, the 24th January, while Congics^ members iccoided it cntliiwi '■'a 
Buppoit, the zemindar and ceitain othei mcmbeisofthe Dpic'-ition stroiiglN ojiu^id 
It The membeis of the Uloslem League give it a qualified suiq oit Mr II A 1' 
Lanplei/ (Euiopean gioup) cliai icteiizcd Uie conclusions as conii'^c itorr and cxjiioi n i 
tory ” He desenbed the icpoit as a most inteicsiing liistorial doniment, but lik( 
most histoiy it was he said cntndy fallacious He contended that tJie amliois oi 
the Permanent Settlement had held that the zamindais wcic the pioiiutnis (,{ du 
soil and said that "to take just one diss of Irndowiicr and pioctcd b\ the '•iin| Ic ] loi i - 
of dispossessing him and gn mg his land to somebody else, is not staittiiinjjtiiip but 
simply plain confiscation ’ The liiaft bill altadicd to the icjort meant lollowiii,, ibi 
Moscow piecedent” It vfoiild dcpine the Got ein men t it sell of any oiioitmiitc litu 
on of getting Its fail shaio of the rent The puijci atiitndcof ilic tioicniimnt h 
said, yyould haye been to conduct an imjaitial and toinpichciisuc inquiry into the whoh 
land system of this Picsidcncy and coimt nburcb whcic tlcy cMsied Ncm (h\, 
the 25th January, Ml T P ATrts/inamac/ian cnliiibing tl c iciommcndalioiis o! ^cmtl 
‘ Tlie matciial collected IS roost yaluableas a basis ior fiirtl cr tiqiiiiy , but the ic 
commendations, infoimed as they haye been by a nairow conception of the ft mniiiitc 
duty , arc hopelessly inadequate, and yyliile they dcstioy the Zcmiudyr bring no ulu'?" 
to the w 01 kei ami benefit a class yyhich has less title to jtrotec tion thin the /ciuiiida's 
therasehes” Mi Pa/fam i?ajM spoke supporting Jlr Kala 1 enkat Rao i iinrmliui’jd * 
and contended that thcie yy is definite liistomal cyidcmc to establisli tint the rcot 
y\ as the oyy nor of the soil Mi Uus/icer A/imcd Sayced suggested tint there si ould In 
nil iincstigation of the question by a proper tnbun d Mi O Kn‘:litia Rao ami 'Mr 
<Sfapt/ianst/t iSeddiar B] oke questioning the findings of the Coniniiitoc TJic cyiduiK, 
Ml Kiishna Rio contended, had not been projieily yyemhed by the lommittce ^Ir 
Appadurat Ptllat, criticising the Committce’b ret omrocmlations iirgcsi that thoyano 
us legulatioiis, enactments and iiistnietions should be collcttiycly yicwed If tiiwcd 
in paits they would not he said, piesciit a definite picture Jlr Main n Ahr --rf Bah ’a 
csprcssecl the y lew tint there could be no doubt that owncn-bij) of the sod y< ted in 
the lyot Speaking on the next day, the 2Gth January the bon Air C Pajer o, rlac’ n- 
riar. Prime Mmistei, toiifeiidcd that the zaroindar was neither absoltiu owner i or 
co-ownci yyith the lyot of the land and yyas merely holder of an oOitc '“'cltr the ^t i l 
collecting ley emic fiom particular areas, foi winch he was (aid y cry liberal eommi- 
Sion undei the Settlement of laS No question of conipcm iting the x-'inindar, ti e 
Piemicr maintained, arose. Where a yyhole system had gone ytrong no ‘'talc eot Id 

ifToid to pay comj cnsatiou for putting an aid to tint sysitm /arainoar'- nn,.h' bk 
foi "compassionate giants or pensions ’ but certainly no comj cnsation could be '’lloiti 
Asforfoiesls, whatwas intended by the Committee the Premier s" d, w a- to w i,-. 
better mnnagemeiit of these "j ubhc utilities ’ Die Premier ajijH-ikx! to the I’ou ■ to 
accept the lepoit yyhosc two lardntil jKiints yiere that owiicr-liiji of iLc 1 nd 
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•was in paltadai and tliat the zamindai’s “usurpation” of the State’s 

nght enhancemeat of revenue should be put an end to. 

K6s% dl-y.^the 27th Januarv, the amendments of Messrs Basheer Ahmed Sayeed and 
Jdahbdob Alt Batg vrere deemed to have been withdrawn, as the membeis uere 
^rtisent from the House at the time of voting The amendment of Hr Sapthansht 
Eeddiar was not pressed Mr Q Krishna Bao's amendment suggesting a rrfeience 

theEepoit to a representative Committee piesided over by a Judge of the Hi»h 
- Court, was rejected without a dinsion The House accepted the Revenue Mtntsi^'s 
motion that the report of the Committee be taken into consideration u ith the amend- 
ment of hlr Kala Venkat Bao, commending to the Government “to bnng in legis- 
lation at an eaily date on the general lines of the majontj lecommendations of 
the committee ” The Premier spoke supplementing his speech of the previous daj 
ITie honr Mr Prakasam rephed to the debate and spoke at length, after nhich the 
discussion terminated, and the House adjourned sine die 

Bijidget Ssssion— Madras— 20th February to 13th May 1939 

' Fkancial Statement foe 1939—40 

The Budget session of the Assembly commenced on the 20tli Febiuary, 1939 Mi 
<7- Bajagopalachartar Piemier presented the Budget foi 1939-10 The Budget shoued a 
leiaiue deficit of Es 17,27,000 The Premier said that the actual budgetaiy position re- 
vealed a gap of Es 42,39,0M The Government proposed to brmg m two taxation mea- 
sures immediately, one foi the levy of a tax upon the sale of petiol and the other upon 
the sale of electiicity The Premiei pointed out that the receijits under these two 
Bills amounting to 15 12 lakhs and the enhanced duty on coimti-y spirit (Es 
10 00000) m non-piohibition districts would reduce the gap to Es 17 27 It is 
pioposed to covei this deficit of Es, 17,27,000 by the levy of a vaid tax on tobacco, 
a tax on the sale of goods generally and an entertainment tax and necessary Bills for 
the puiTOse aie expected to be mtroduced in the legislatuie in Slarch after the voting 
on the Budget is over Eevenue in 1939-40 is estimated at Es 16,23,45,000 Allou- 
ance has been made foi the extension of prohibition to the Noitli Aicot distiict 
from Octobei 1. 1939 Prohibition will then be in force in foui distiicts, coveung 
about one-fifth of the area of the province, the total amount of annual revenue 
foregone being about Es 65 lakhs 

Expenditme on Eevenue account is estimated at Es 16,40,72,000 It includes 
provision for new expenditure, invohing an annual cost of about 33 lakhs and 
non-iecumng expenditure of about Es 93 lakhs ultimatelv The piovision 
made next year undei both heads together is about Es 91 lakhs Capital expendituie 
in 1939-40 is estimated at Es 91.34,000 of uhich Es 68,73,000 repiesents lemunen- 
tive expenditme. Long-term loans to agriculturists, local bodies and others are esti- 
mated at Es 1,44,49,000, which includes Es 75 lakhs for the relief of agricultural 
indebtedness In addition, another provision of Es 75 lakhs has been made foi 
shoit-tei-m loans to the Central Land hlortgage Bank Agamst the anticipated remu- 
’■>serative capital expenditure and long-term loans, amounting to Es 2,12,22,000 the 
, Hndget provides for a net borronmg of Es 150 lakhs next year, the balance being 
expected to be found from the other lesouices of the Government The Budget 
contemplates also the issue and discharge, withm the year of Treasury Bills to a 
total of Es five crores next year 

The closmg cash balance at the end of the year is estimated at Es 43,77,000, 
taking mto account the revenue deficit Es 17,27,000, but excluding the lalue of 
secmities m the Famme Belief Fund and the reseiwe funds of electnc sj stems 
M^eit the i end tax on tobacco, the tax on sales of goods and the entertainments 
tax are approved by the legislature, and the revenue deficit is covered, the closing 
cash balance will be mcreased automatically by tbe amount realized from these 
taxes, which is estimated at Es 20 lakhs m 1939-40 Assmmng that they are 
levied from October 1939, the Famme Eelief Fund and the reserve fund of 
electnc systems aie expected to have to their credit, in cash and securities, Es 
51,31,000 and Es 25,78 000 lespectively, on March 31, 1939 The capital liahihties 
and assets of thepiovince on March 31, 1940 are estimated at about Es 19 J crores 
and E& 32 crores, respectively, the conespondmg figuies on March 31, 1940 being Es 
20| crores and Es 33| crores lespectively The revenue account foi 1937-38 closed 
With a Euiplus of ]fis 17,66,000 agamst Es 2,69,000 anticipated m the revised 
estimate As a result of this, and short expenditure outside the revenue account, 
the year closed with a cash balance of Es 1,36,87,000 against Es 1,09 88 OOO 
anticipated m the levised estimate The expenditure duiing the year on projects 
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for Tthich a loan of Es 1,64,03,000, Avas raiaed in August 1937 tras OO 

The Eevenue Account (levised estimate for 1938-39) is cTOecicd uith a 

Bui-pluB of Es Es 2,49,000, against Ea. 12,000 nnncipateii in the liviLfit. not- 
withstanding the fact that, owing to unforeseen calamiues hie hoods cmIouc and. 
the failuie of the monsoon, land revenue, amounting to ncarlj Es half a crorc for, 
last V ear has to be remitted Heavj shortage occur under excise fclrmis and 
Eegistration As against these, credit has ocen talen for the transfer of IJs 
42,55,000 from the Minor Poits Fund balances to geneial revenues in imrtu intc oL 
the Act passed by the Legislature recentlj 

Capital expendituie and loans and advances aic less than the budgeted figure 
by Es 5,22,000 which is paitlj due to the discontinuance of tlit sjsicm rf itn- 
Bions in lespect of officeis under the mlc-maling control of the proviiaial 
Goveinment Loans gianted by the Government direct to agritultunsfs for relief 
of indebtedness aie much less than the Es 50 lakhs provided in tlie Butf,.cl, and 
the saving has been utilised for the grant of short-term accommodatioii 4o the 
extent of about Es 40 lakhs to the Central Land Moitgagc Bink /U aj. mict the 
open raaiket loan of Es 1,51,29,000, raised in gcptcraber 1938 the lot il nmoiiict 
expected to be disbursed by March 31 1939, on rcmunentivc expenditure and long- ' 
tcim loans to local bodies and otheis is about Es 2‘,0.90(Xi0 'Jlic total niuennt 
of Treasuiy Bills issued during the jear was Es 1 9u lakhs the whole of iilinh 
will be discharged within the jeai 'ihe closing cash balnuic at the end of the vcir 
IB estimated at Es 55,10,000 

Electricity A Petpol Sales Tax Bn es 

After the presentation of the Budget, the House referred to Sola I Comimtlcfs 
the Bills intioduced by the Prime Minister foi the imrosition of a dutv on doi - 
tncity and a tax on letail sales of letiol The Prime Minister justified the nici-ii 
les and said that they were biought up in imrsnaine of the jolnv of the (loviin 
ment to shift the bmden of provincial taxation moie and moie on iliose who could 
afloid to beai it The Government, the Prime Minister observed, bad t iken credit in 
the Budget for the proceeds fiom these two sources of taxation and mnsi st mil or 
fill on the vote of the House 

Canaisaxd Ferries Biil 

The hon Mr Yaluh Hasan, Minister for Public 'Work® intioduced a Pill 
furlhei to amend the Canals and Public Femes Act 1890 for ccitaiii lurio'ca ami 
moved that the Bill be taken into consideration at once. 'Jhe lioncc pave Icivc to 
the Ministci to intiodncc the Bill Ihere being no amendment, the Miiii-tcr moved 
tiiat the Bill be passed into Law The motion was accepted and the Bill w is pi>-ed 
Gexeral Discxjssiox or Bodoet 

22nd FEBRUARY to 24th FEBRUARY —The general discu'sion of the Budget 
eommenced on the 22nd Fcbiuarj and concluded on the 24th Among Uie imiortnnl^ 
points stiessed in the couise of the discussioii bj the members were the need fa} 
ledueing the buiden of taxation, the devcloj'ment of figncultnre bv cdncaliiig tliU 
ijots as to the impioved methods -of cultivation, the introduction of tix on acn- 
cultuial incomes and gieatei encouragement to Indian svstem of Alcditiiic. Xext 
day, the 23rd Febmarj, among the various points urged bv tlie members were tlic 
need foi leducing mteicst chaiges by inising ficsh loans at cheaper ratc=, tholiingi- 
badhra project, and the allotment of a larger amount for scholarships for Hanjaii" 
Ihe hon Mr C Eojapopalac/ionar gave a detailed rcjilv to the vanoiis cntici=m'- on 
the concluding day of the debate, thc24lh Feb He Bjicciallv dealt with the Govcni- 
ment’s bonowing policv and pointed out that their remunerative works showed a 
profit Eefening to the opposition to the studv of Hindustani, the Premier rcj.rtt- 
ted that the agitation hatl developed into a regular propaganda for pronio'ui,. cP--* 
hatied, vvlueh was not good for anjbodv Studv of Hindustani wa= neec-t arv in 
the inteiests of the people and he felt that the future gaicration would not find 
fault with him 

Electricity A Petrol Bales Tax Bili^ (coxtd) 

25th FEBRUARY —The Elcctncitv Dutj Bill and the Jlofor .Spirit Tax-to i 
Bill were passed to-dav, with a few minor amendments after a detailed ui> 

of clauses lasting over four hours Objection was rai'^cd tobniiping in high 
Diesel and crucle oil withm the scoje of the Motor Sjanl Bill in Uc Sc’o - 
Committee stage Elaborate arguments were addrc«^ bv the Ojijo^itio i 
the inclusion of this commoditj for taxation bv the Sclc-ct Cominittc-c co ild i o’ 



le _ IBE 3IADBAS LEGISLATIVE ASSEilBLY [ iUDEAS- 

be pe^JtKg-'^a-conshhinoml grounds ,-^ ts it jrent beyond tbe scope of tie Bill 
jntToanced m Ibe House The Prune Jlmistef contended that the taxation 
of crude oil vris comprdieDded in the ongmal Bill, as it -jras a form of motor 
spmt like petrol and oame nghtly mthm the definition of motor spmt Even- 
tuallr, the Speafer ruled out the objection declanng that “though in definmg 
tlie term ‘motor spmt the old Bill reierred to t commoditr ordmanlv used ns 
motive power for motor vehicles yet the tax was not on sales'of motor spmt used 
or sold for piuposes of motor vehicles fant on all sales of motor spmt used or 
sold, whatever the purprse. Amendments moved by the OppostUon with a view 
to excludmg Diesel and crude oil from taxation and to reduciim the rate of tax 
bn petrol to one anna a gallon, were rejected Commending the B31 to the House 
for third reading the Prime Minister expressed the hope that ‘‘as a result of 
this taxation, we anil not be in want of resources to do service to the people’ 
He sought the blessing of the members ‘not only for the final passage of the 
Bill but also in the enforcement thereof The 'House at this stage^ adjourned 
to mext again on the loth March 

VoxrsG ox Budget Demaxds 

' loth to SDth MARCH — Voting on Budget demands for grants commenced on 
the 'loth March and continued for the next twelve daas ‘Ihe Governments laud 
'revedue pohcy was cnhcised by Hr Appadi rat P Hat by means of a cut morion 
under the Land Eevenue demand Eeplving, the Hon Mr' T Prat asam said that 
the Government would not take much time to place in the shaj^ of a Bill 
definite proposals for the revision of the land revenue svstem The Government, 
. Hr Prakasam informed the House, had fully considered the suggestion for the 
adoption of “a sliding scale of assessment ’ and it was not bbely that they 
avould adopt that sjstem The debate lasted full four hours and after the Eevenue 
Hinister had rephw, Mr Appadurat Ptilat withdrew it expressing satisfaction 
at the 3Iinisters ‘full and detailed answers ’ The errant for Land ~Ee\enue was 
then voted Mext dav, the 16th March,< dealing with the Excise demand, the 
discussion on the token ‘cut’, which was eventually not pressed, largelj tiimed on 
the Prohibition pohcy of the Government and the" resMtmg loss of mcome, to 
make up which the Ministry had to resort to additional taxation Tbe Prime 
Minister mamtained that Ihohibition was an admirable success and that it was 
tbe financial stringency of the Government that stood in the way of adding to 
the list of ‘dry’ districts He asked the critics to read the reports of the Collectors 
concerned without ‘Opposition bias ’ Refemne to the Sales Tax Bill, the Pnme 
blmister vigorously defended it, stating that it W’S the dehberate intention of 
the Government to make the trader and merchant contribute his share to the 
financins: of the Provincial Government , and it was in pursuance of the consi- 
dered policv of the Ministry to shift the burden of taxation more and more 
from the villager to the townsman “We do not hide our objective and we are 
_ prepared to proclaim ir from housetops , declared the Pnme Minister H e are 
* going to lei'y the Soles Tax, in sjnte of the tenable opposition we are faced 
■with We are prepared to become unpopular and be turned out of ofhte, if it 
comes to that. It is no use doping the poorest and robbing them of their 
money to run the administration It is no use asking the food producer to pay 
as much as ten to twenty per cent of what he laises, and allowing the merch- 
ants and traders to refuse to pay even one pie out of one rupee. The Pnme 
3Iinisters speech was heard -with rapt attention In the result the cut motion 
was ivithdrawn and the demand for Excise was granted without a division, as 
also the'Demand for Stamps Mext day, the ITtli March, the House voted the 
demands 'for giants under the heads— Forests, Eegistration and the Motor Vehi- 
cles Acts The Gpposit on, by means of token ‘cuts, raised a discussion on the 
policv pursued bv the Goierhment in these departments The Ministers rephed 
in detail to the cnticisms , and in the result, the reduction motions were 
withdrawn and the grants were made in full On the next day, the ISth March, 
by a token ‘cut mo*'ion, Mr Mahmud Schamnad raised a discussion on the 
imeation policy of the Government Member after member from the Oppositim 
benches belongmg to the Andhra distnets urged the Government to expedite the 
frungabh-’dra Project and to devote greater attention to imnor irrigation works The 
Minister for Public Wort s pomted out that the Government were doing everythmg 
in power to push through the Tunsrahadra Project ‘'I have not allowed the grass to grow 
under my feet in r^ard to this subject , Sir Yakub Bassan observed ‘If an 
agreement has been reached between Madras and Hyderabad it has not been 
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- LeW^tnre coul'd claim to be deniiocratic, if tlie attention of the Opposition centred 
TOafid Jobs and appointments and ivas not directed to the general good of the 
people at large. The discussion on the grant for Judiciary served to ^cit an im- 
portant statement from the Prime Minister on the question of the separation of 
Executive from Judicial functions The Pnme Ministei did not appear oppo'^ed to 
ihe principle underlying the demand for reform He contented himself ivith statinf' 

- that the time was not opportune for an experiment of the bind straightaway It 
Mould now prove a costly luxury and law’s delay— associated with cml courts— 
might be increased to “scandalous” proportions if these courts were to dispense 
justice in criminal cases also While maintaining that nothing had been done by 
the Government which justiBed a change in the existmg system, the Premier pointed 
out there was little chance of a fair tnal being given to the suggested reform at the 
present time when they were faced with frothv political issues “All sorts of 
motives”, he said, “would be attributed to us and oui failures would become targets 
of attacks-? He therefore, pleaded that they should wait till they could take on the 
work of overhauling the system as a whole Referring to the complaint of the 
absence of Muslim representation on the High Court Bench the Pnme Minisfer 
declared in emphatic terms “that this Government had nothing whatsoevei to do 

" tvith the appointment of High Court Judges and had no right of recommendation 
or even consultation ” The Jails demand occasioned a heated debate on the treat- 
ment of anti-Hindi nnsoners Both the Minister for Law and the Prime Minister 
ga\e the assurance that pnsoners, whatever their politics, could always expect fair 
and humane treatment at the hands of the present Government Speaking on 

, the Police demand, the Pnme Minister referied to “the plenty of good and 

, aiseful work”, which the C I D, had now to do, and justified the need for the 

' letention of the Presidency Police Reserves, uutill the Government weie 

, in a position to “discover a difleient technique” to put down violence, 

^ without resorting to counter-Molence on the pait of the Police. 
Next day, the 23rcl March, the Assembly voted the Budget grant for Electricity On a 
discussion raised by the Opposition on a token ‘cut’, the Minister for Pubht, Works 
made a declaration of policy in regard to development of electricity in the province in 
the future. All generation ofelectnc energy, thermal or hydro, Mr Yakub Hasan 
announced, is henceforth to be undertaken departmentally, no licences being issued by 
the (^vernment in this regard to pnvate concerns Even the distribution of supnly, 
the Jlinister stated, would be done by the Government themselves as far as possible, 
with a i lew primarily to avoid complaints from the public of neglect of rural areas 
The Minister made it clear that it was wholly impracticable to bnng power from 
Mettur to Madras, tlie energy generated by this system being too inadequate to meet 
the demands e\en from the neighbounng distocts Madras, he pointed out. Mould 
have to depend for a very long time on a thermal system , in any case the present 
arrangement by which the Madras Electric Supply Corporation supplied power to 
the City and the suburbs, could not be disturbed until after seven years uhen the 
period of licence granted to them would expire Moving the Demand for Education, 
■the hon Mr Varkey indicated the lines of reform contemplated by the Government 
in the educational sphere In particular, he referred to the proposed extension 
of the study of Hindustani in a hundred more secondary schools, ‘ emboldened 
by the success that had attended the Government’s efforts dunng the current 
year ’ A debate followed Out it did not arouse much interest due to the lan- 
guage difficulty which the House was frequently faced vnth Encouraged by the 
Speaker, seveial back-benchers on the mmisterialist as well as the Opposition* side 
spoke in their respective mother-tongue. A few who preferred to speak in English, 
were persuaded by the Speaker to give, for the benefit of non-English knowing mem- 
bers, the substance of their speeches, in Hindustani, Tclugu or Tamil, as the case 
might be. On one or two members shoiving siras of embarrassment at his repeated 
requests for speeches in the member’s own mother-tongue, the Speaker made a state- 
ment The language problem, he observed, cannot be solved unless the Legislature is 
iini-lmgual But the best way of gettmg the proceedings geneially understood in the 
House, IS for the members and Mmisters to give the substance of their English speeches 
in the Indian language in which they were most conversant Next day, the 24th March, 
various aspects of the policy pursued by the Government in the department were 
gone into in detail hy the members of the Opposition A few Slinistenalists also 
participated in the debate Speakmg as jMinister in charge of Finance, the Pnme 
Mmister, the hon Mr C Rajagopalachari pomted out that every effort was being 
made to obtain full value for the money spent by way of grants It was a matter 
for regret that grants bad become a source of disputation between managers and tea- 
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- fo-Opeiatioa and courage on the part of Labour leaders to stand for what thev felt 
to be right, even if it should displease their following for the moment The 
Mnusterfor Industries and Labour, who followed, also condemned stay-in strikes 
in unequivocal terms Even as a Labour leader for oier two decades, who 
himself conducted seve’^al stakes, Mr Gm said that his advice to Labour had alwaas 
been to avoid such undesirable methods While the workers had always the nght 
"to stake as a last resort, a recouise to coercive processes would weaken the cause 
of Labour and definitely put them m wrong Tne ‘cut’ motion was withdrawn and 
the_demand for Industries was granted The other demands under the heads 
Fibhenes Miscellaneous Departments and Civil Works were discussed in det-’d 
and earned without a ‘cut ’ iSText day, the 30th Marcn, with the voting on 
the Famine Grant, which was reserved for the last, the discussion of the 
Budget for 1939-40 concluded As many as fourteen members Sjxike on the 
famme conditions prevailmg m several dis<^ricts and pressed the need for 
OTeventive measures The Rehenus Jf n»ster recounted the efforts made hv his 
Departnlent to relieve the distress in the affected areas “We cannot pretend,” 
be obseried, ‘ to have given adequate relief to all the sufteiers , b it we can sav inth 
confidence that all that is hum inlj possible has been done The Famine Committee s 
Eeport was under the scrutiny of the Go''ernment, Mr Prakasam informed the 
House The Committee, he said, had made \aluable recommendations and if and 
when thev were mven effect to the Ceded Districts would be turned into a luxuriant 
garden making for the prosperity of a long-suffering people. Mr Piakasam announced 
that the Tungabadra combined irrigation and power Pioject and the Pennar-Kumu- 
davalli Scheme were to be taken on hand without further delay “When these, 
among others, are completed I have not the shghtest doubt,” Mr Prakasam said, 
‘uibont the economic well-being of the areas now faced rnth recu n mg famine ” 
-'Finally Mr Prakasam referred to the recent expenments in Electro-culture and claimed 
“for it 'a gieat future in the field of animal health and agncultural production 
Yotmg on Budget grants at this stage concluded and the House adjourned 

The Tobacco Taxation Bill 

31st MARCH —The Tobacco Taxation of Sales and Licensing Bill was 
referred to a Select Committee on the motion of the Pnme Mmister to- 
day. Most of the members of the Opposition directed their mam attack on 
the monopoly vend which, m their mew, would adversely affect the producer 
At least for the sake of ‘ not kdlmg the goose that laid golden eggs”, the 
Pnme Minister gave the assurance thst he was “persuadable to accept proposals” 
in the Committee stage for changes, if necessary The Prime Mmister characteiised 
the Opposition fears m this respecv as highly exaggerated and mamtained that the 
eml effects of the monopoly vend would be reduce 1 to a mmimnm by the operation 
of the prmciple of competition He expressed his gri*^ifiLation that the Bill was 
blessed by such an important member of the Opposition as Mr Appadurat Ptllat 

Entertatsaients Taxation Bill 

The Assembly next passed the Entertainments Bill as it had emerged from the 
select committee The Bill promdes for the levy of a tax on amusements and other 
entertainments the repeal of the Sladras Local Authonties Entertainment Act 1926, 
and payment of compensation to local authonties, now levying a tax imder that 
Act The amount of tax to be levied langes from three pies to Es 2/-, three pies 
on all payments for admission of not more than two annas, and Es 2 on all 
payments of Es. 10 or more. An opposition amendment that theie should be no 
tax on payments of two annas or less was negatned 

The Sales Tax Bill 

Moving next the reference of the Sales Tax Bill to a Select Committe, the 
Prime' Minister spoke for about forty minutes in defence of “an unpopular measure ’ 
He claimed that many of the Opposition groups, in accepting the Prohibition 
Policy of the Grovernment, had already given their implied sanction to the 3Imis- 
try for finding monev to make up the loss in excise income Situated as the 
Government were at present, with limited sources from which to tap the necessary 
funds -the Prime Blmister declared that it became impossible for them to discover 
any tax as paying, elastic and satisfactory, as proposed to be levied In view of 
all that they had done “before undertakmg this unpleasant task ’, it was idle to 
thunk, said the Pnme Mmister, of any other form of taxation, and those affected 
had no alternative but to put up with what little mconvenience and disturbance 
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'dday proYisioa had been made in the Bill for delegating their x^rrer fo the 
Chief Inspector himself The "House then ad)ourned to” me^ agam on ilay 8 

The Sates Tax Bhj. (coxtd ) 

8th to 13th MAY — ^The Sales Tax Bill, as reported by the Select Committee ivas 
^ taKen. up for discussion to-day The Prime Mtn sfer, moving that the Bill be 
taken into TOnsideration, defended the provibions and declared that the measure 
iraS_jaot a rash adienture' The Bill the Prime ilmister observed, has siiffici- 
ent precedents in ivestem countries , and quoted the example of ‘ three Dommi- 
ons of British Commonwealth, twentynine States of the US A , twelve 
countries Of Europe and six repubbcs of South Amenca’ , where a general sales 
tax had been resorted to The Prune Mmister contended that the mcidence of 
the proposed taxation was light enough and concluded bv mntmg the members 
of the Opposition proposing to move amendments, to remforce tJieir arguments 
with reasons so as to carry conviction to the House A motion to postpone the 
considera^on of the Bill for SIX months was moved by Hr P Khal fuUah Saheb and 
was snpixirted by Mr W K M Lang]ey protesting against the “tremendous haste” m 
pushing through without enquiry a Bdl, which mi^t turn to be an engme of oppression 
uText dajv the 9th May, the House by 116 votes to 36 rejected the Opposition motion 
to jiostpone the consideration of the Bdl for a period of six months ‘"After hearmg 
' all that had been stated by the Opposition , the Pnme Aim^fer seated, m replvmg to 
the debate, ‘ I cannot refram from saymg that I am more and more convmcM that it 
IS just the tax that one can possibly conceive of for this poor country ” He added 
that it n as a just tax also The Prime Minister s motion for the consideration of the 
Bdl was earned by the same majontv and the House then proceeded with the dis- 
cussion of the clauses of the Bdl When the defimtion of the term “dealer” was 
^'^ken up, a pomtof order was raised hx Kumararaja AT A Mntlna Chett ar that the 
^ House was not competent to make a provision covering “buying’ under ‘ sale ’ The 
^ Speaker over-ruled the objection holding that the pronsibns of the Bid ‘ which relate 
to the levy of the tax from the buyer are not ultra vires The discussion was adjour- 
ned tdl the 11th May when, bv 102* votes to 28, the House decided to retam the prolu- 
sion for the levy of a tax o! Es five a month on every dealer whose annual turn- 
over did not exceed rupees twenty thousand The Opposition pleaded for a substantial 
reduction m the rate , but the Prime Minister contended that the scale proposed was 
proper , and that the amendments for reduction were sought to be pressed m a spint 
of Bargaming “If a general sales tax is to be levied at all,’ the Pr-me Mtntsfer 
declared, “it must faeVorth while , and anything less than half a per cent on the 
tum-over exceeding rupees twenty thousand would not produce a decent amount ’ 
Much of the subsequent discussion turned on the ‘ uncompromising attitude of the 
Prime Minister , and member after member of the Opjxisition criticised it in connec- 
tion with the amendment of ilr Abdul Hameed Khan to reduce the rate to one-eighth 
of a per cent Mr W K M Langley, who had given notice of an amendment to bring 
down the rate to one-quarter per cent, irtimated to the House the decision of the 
European Group not to participate further in the consideration of the measure, havmg 
regard to the attitude adopted by the Prime Minister and the Government towarem 
the Opposition aruuments Smee the start of the debate, Mr Langlev regretted to say, 
not only the Premier and the Government generallv hai e shown a complete disregard 
both of* the arguments adduced by the speakers themselves but anv reply to any 
arguments tbat'^has been advanced has been made more by wav of assertion than 
argument He complamed that the Opposition case had been prejudged b% the Prime 
ilmister Xextdav, thel2lh Mav, the Assembly voted, by a majority of 106 to 26, 
the retention in the Bill of the rate of one half of one jier cent on tumor er exceedmg 
mpees twenty thousand Practically the whole of the dav, tbe House was engaged in 
the discussion of the amendment of Mr Abdul Haireed Khan to reduce the rate to 
one-eighth of one per cent Several members of the Ojiposition groups pleaded hard 
aith the Prune Minister to agree to a lower rate Hhe Leader of the Oppo'ntton mide 
a fervent appeal to the Government not to disregard the strong pubhe feehng roused 
'""ngamst the measure. Having failed to justify it on the ground of emergenev of anv 
great magmtude, the Prime Munster was, 3Ir Muth’a ChetUar warned, simplv dnnng 
the people to despair “If the Premier is prepared to negotiate for a reasonable rate. 
I am ready and the countrv is ready Jie submitted In a sjieech lasting one full 
hour, the Pnme Minister defended the measure and the scale of taxation proiiosed. 
Ko ease, he observed, had been made out bv the Opposition that the rate of one-half 
of one per cent was wrong and unreasonable and that it called for a reduction Much 
of the appreheusion voiced by the Opposition as to the possible yield from the proposed 



-8-13 jfAf ’39 ] THE SALES TAX BILL ;J89 

tixalion, %\as, in the Piemiei’B opinion, based on coniectures Even on a most libcnl 
calculation, not moie than fiom a cioie to a cioie and a half could be expected, he 
said And knoiung the icciiiiing deficit in the finances due^o piogiessne loss in dnnk 
levenue, the rate of tax intended to be leiied could bj no means be coiisideied unreabon- 
ablc ThePiime Ministei emphasised tint thej could not do an v good to his pi ounce 
unless tliey Iciied this tax, uhich apait from bunging them the needed reienue, 
■nouldiesult in a jiistei distiibution of buiden of taxation in the pioiince The 
Piime Ministei desiied the Opposition to belici e that this u as his caiefully consideied 
conclusion lie might be ivrong, he said, buthe could not be chaiged uith ‘ohstinacj’ 
01 ‘disinclination ’ “If lie get moie than a cioie oi a cioie and a half”, the Pnme 
Ulinistei finalli lemaiked, “seize me by the top-knot and demand aieduction in the 
rate Who then can iiithstand the request?” I'uithei, the Piime jfmistei added 
that if he made pioi osals foi wasting this ill-gotten money thej would be entitled 
to take him doiin fiom the thioneof thorns and put him in the piopei place Next 
day, the 13th May, the Assembly eoncluded the consideiation of the Bill iiithin tiio 
houis of the commencement of the piocecdings Membeis of the Opposition, except 
foul belonging to the Euiopean bloc, walked out at the \ei-j outset, declining to paili- 
cipate in the proceedings as a protest against the ‘ unicsponsiie attitude of t}ie<jO\ein- 
ment ” Claused, the fuithei consideiation of uhich uas left ovci fiom the qiieiioiis 
night, and the subsequent clauses wcie all passed uithout any discussion The 
Frcmter spoke again at length during the thud leading, pistifjing the measure and the 
scale of tax He expressed the hope that bulk of the appiehcnsions felt in business 
circles iiould soon clear and that they would find that the Bill uas not a bad one 
The indiiect effects of the measuic, he hoped, uould be to give a hcaltln tone to the 
business stnictuie in the pioiincc Mi Hodgson, once again, inaikcd his iiiotcst on 
behalf of the Euiopean group, icitciating that theic was no justification foL>{iie 
proposed tax at the piesent time, and that in any case, the Bill in the foim it wpa 
put through, had been badly designed The motion that the Bill be passed^ 
into lau Mas put to the House and earned amidst Ministei lalist theeis 
and applause from a laige body of \isitois in the galleiy and outside the House 
The Assembly u as then adjoiiined stne dte 


Proceedings of tlie Madras Council 

Winter Session — Madras — 27th January to 20th February 1939 

Discussion of OrriciAi, Bills 

The Winter Session of the Madias Legislatne Council commenced at Madias 
on the 27th January 1939 with the Hon Di TJ Rama Ban, the Piesident, in the cliaii 
At the outset a condolence lesolution lelating to tlie untimaly death of Mi 
K Raman Menon, the Minister, i\ as passed The Madi as Adulteration Act {Amend- 
ing) Bill and the Bill to Amend the Madias Revenue Recovery Act as passed bv 
the Assembly iieie considered and passed Tlie hon Mi C O Varley Ministei 
for Education next moved that the Bill for abolition of District Education Councils, as 
passed by the Assembly be taken into consideiation Objection uas taken by Mi 
N R Samtappa Mudaliai to the consideration of the Bill on the giound that lules 
relating to notice had not been complied with The Premier explained that the Bill 
was circulated to all membeis as early as the 22nd instant and that should be 
deemed to satisfy the lule lelating to notice Next day, the 28th January, the bill 
wasadojited Di T S S iJayan, Minister foi Public Health next moicd that the Piddic 
Health Bill as passed by the Assembly, be taken into consideiation Sir Muhammad 
Usman, supporting, said that the Bdl supplied a real n ant and the Health Munster 
descried then warm congratulations Mi D M Retd and Vi P B Thomas also 
spoke supporting tne measuie Euithei discussion iias adjourned till Monday tlie 
JOth January iihen the Bill iias passed by the House 

Estates Land Committee Eeport 

The Estates Land Act Commitce’s Kepoit iias next taken up for discussion The 
debate iias continued till theSrd February, when the House concluded consideiation of 
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tEe Report The motjon of 3Ir •Joffiah Panfu^u recommending to the Government 
‘‘to bring in legislation at an early date on the general ba'^is of the majority recom- 
mendations ’ mas passed The amendments of llr J A SaWan/ia and Mr Narayana- 
swajm ATi*dw mere negatived Wmdmg up his speech, the Revenue M mstcr 
appealed to the ‘"oppositionists to revise their viems mith regard to the Report in 
Abe light of facts and figaires placed by him before the House.” Hr Prahasam 
reiterated his coiiten+ion tint zimindars meie not omners of the soil and that 
ownerahiD of the soil mas in the rvot Fmtv of tenure and fixity of lent he said, 
mere the tmo vital points that had been declared and confinned under the Permanent 
Settlement of 1SQ2 The zammdars, therefore, could not enhance rent, nor could 

- they claim Tomnership of land Hr Pratasam refuted the allegations tW there 
mere political motives behind the majonty recommendations He declared that 
mhen the ryots rights as enunciated by the Committee had been upheld by the 
Privs Council it mas not right for members to sinigest that the report smelt 
of Hoscom and Communism The Council then adjourned to meet on the 20th 
instant, mhen the budget mas presented 

- ' SUPPLEIIEXTART DeMAXDS FOR GrAXTS 

Soth" AIARCH —The next meeting of the Coimcil mas held on the 25th March 
mhen it discussed the feiipplementan '"Statement of Demands for further expendi- 
ture for 19dS-39 On a point raised by the Prime ATnisier, the President ruled 
that discussion should be strictly confined to the items and the subject-matter of 
tue"^ vaiTons demands and that speeches should not cover the mhole field of admims- 
trative activity or policy of the Government as on the introduction of the piimarj 
budget The Zfintsters renhedtothe various jximts rnsed m the deb''te, the Prime 
JUn’sfei taking the opportunity of ansmenng critics of the action of Ae Govem- 
3UeQt.m introdncmg the stndj of Hindustani m schools The Council then adjourned 
die •' 

’ May Session — Madras — 11th. to 19th May 1939 

EyXEBTAIItMEXTS TAS BiLL 

The Hav session of the Council commenced on the 11th May TnoBdls one for 
levying tax on amusements and other entertainments m the provmce of Madras and 
the other to give pomer to the Government to debar presidents and vice-presidents of 
local bodies mho had been removed from oSce from standing for re-election f oi a 
certam penod as ji^ssed by the Assembly, mere trken into consideration and passed. 
Kext dav the 12th May after question time the Council passed three Bills, 
one to amend the Matemiti, Benefit Act, the other to amend Borstal Schools Act 
and thC' third to amend the Tirumalat-Tirujiati Deiasthdnams Act 

The Tobcco Taxatiox Biel 

Hie Tobacco Taxation Bill, as passed bj the Assembly, mas then discussed 
The debate m^s continued fiom dav to day till the 15th Muv mhen a number of 
amendments mere moved by members of the Opposition to the definitions and 
taxation clauses of the Bill Every one of them uas opposed hv the Prune 
Mtn’sier and negatived hv the House. The second leading of the Bill occupied 
nearly three hours The third reading stood adjourned till the next dav, the ICth 
May mhen after a lengthy debate, in mhich many members of the Opjiosition 
participated the House adopted the Rnme ministers motion that the Bill be 
passed into lav 

The Bill to validate the restoration of village officers and the Children’s Act 
Amendment Bill mere passed mitbout anv changes Hr Abdul TFa7ia& Shut arts 
Mappilla 3Iarumakkatbavam Bill mas also parsed " 

The Sales Tax Bhji 

17th to 19th MAT — ^The Sales Tax Bill, as passed by the Assembly came up for 
'consideration on the 17th May An Opposition pomt of order on the ground that three 
clear days’ notice had not been given to the members, mas loiled out bv the 
Pieetdert, yho held that the requirements of the rules had been comphed mith as 
the" Bill mas m the -hands of members as earlv as Sunday A fern dilatory motions 
xdo^ed by thfr Leader of the Opposition and tmo other members, mere rejected bvthe 
House, Sir Frank Btrlev and Sir Mahomed Usman opposing them The Pnme 
Aftnister defended the Bill and contended that mhat mas sought to be imposed mas 
a just tas “He mas much more convinced nom, he said, than ever before that 
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the 'lax was a proper one and was not calculated to be ^/egiessuc on trade 
Kext daj, the 18th MAY, the House, after a further discussion for thiee hours, 
earned the Prime Jliiiister’s motion to take the Bill into- considciation The House 
then proceeded to consider the Bill, clause by clause jllembeis of the Opposi- 
tion mo^ed amendments to the definition and the taxation clauses The amend- 
ments were opposed by the Picmier and ne^atiied by the House Sir K V.' 
Jieddi Naidu, opposing, said that theie nas coiintiywide agitation against the Tax 
He characteiired it as a “pemicioiis tax ” The Kci enue Minister Mi T Praktsam 
said thit the tax would never affest the pool Dr P J Thomas salA that if 
they vTanted to improve the lot of the poO’*, it was necessary that the Govern- 
ment should have more revenue In most of the western countries and Amenca, 
such a tax w as imposed and it could not be said that trade had been affected thereby 
Next day, the IBtli May, the thud reading of the Bill was passed All Opposi- 
tion amendments weie eithei lejected oi withdiavvn, and the Bill did not 

undergo any change whatever in this House An houi aftei the commencement 
of the sitUng, when the discussion of the mam clauses was ovei and only a few 
amendments to subsidiary provisions remained to be disposed of jnembeis 
of the Opposition belon 'ing to the Justice and National Demociatio ^ gioiips, 
eleven all told walked out of the House Bo^h Mi N K SamiappQ. 
^hidaltar, Leader of the Opposition, and Sii K V Reddi Leader of 
National Democrats declared that no useful ]iuipose would be seiwed 

by continuing to take part m the further consideration of the Bill, 
having icgaid to the unfompiomising attitude of the Prime Minister Sii K V 
Ileddi added that the Prime Slinister had failed to show even ordinary 'Parha- 
mentarv cojitcsies due to the Opposition As Sir K V Red It, along, with 

three of his followers, was leaving the House, the Pnme Minister leqtiestcd 

fcir K V Eeddi to explain his imputation legarding the Piime Minist^'^’^ 
lack of courtesy Sii K V Rcddi not responding the Piime Minister submiftS? ’ 
to the House that he was not conscious of having been discourteous to the- ’ 
Opposition at all The President agieed &ir Mahomed Usman, feir Fiank Btrley 
and Dr P / Thomas did not ]om in the walk-out They lemained in thou 

seats and all the three spoke on the motion for the thud leading Sir Frank 
congratulated the Premiei on his urbanity and uniform coiutcsy and observed 
that a lesser man than he “would have lost his temper and perhaps been rudei 
to us than wc wcie to him ” The House then adjourned sine die 
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Proceedings of the Bombay Assembly 

Budget^Session — Bombay — 3rd February to 22nd April 1939 

' Discussion of Official Bills 

-1 

■" The BticlcreL Session of the Bombiy Legislative Assembly commenced nt 
Bombay on the Srd February 1939 and continue for eighty days till the 22nd 
April The hon Mr G V Mavlanker, Speaker, presided iVo official Bills, 
oiTe to '’mend the Bombay District Pol ce Act and the other to amend the 
Bombay Weights and Bleasures Act ivere passed The first Bill empoirered the 
Dis^nct Superintendent of Police to delegate, with the prenoiis sanction of the 
Government, any of his powers to an Assistant or Deputv Superin'-endent of 
Police. The second Bdl was designed to make morceffectiie the provision of the 
Wc’g'its and Measures Act 1932 Hitherto, it has been found ditncult to secure 
a conviction under the Act It is not always possible to prove that unauthori- 
sed, unveiified or unstaraned weights or measures were actually used or kept for 
use in trade According to the amending Bill it is proposed that m cases where 
any such weight or measure is in possession of a trader or his employee, it 
should be pr^umed, until the contrary is proved, that it was in his possession 
for use for trade 

The Bombay Tenancy Bill 

6th to loth FEBRUARY —The discussion of the Bombay Tenancy Bill was re- 
sumed on the Gth Feb Rao Bahadur G K opposed the Bill on the ground 

that he was not satisfied with the necessity of the Bill The state of landlords 
was no whit better to-day than that of their tenants The Bill would only 
widen the cleange in the relations between the landlords and tenants and lead 
to class war IMr Karandtkar, opposing the Bdl, argued that the Bdl was 
evproprntory in character When the acquisition of prescnptive nght required 
adierse possession for twelve years and more, the conferment of permanency of 
tenure should haic a basis of a longer period than six years What tenants 
needed today was reduction of land revenue and harnessing of fallow lands for 
cult’vation Mr Ismail Ibrahim Chundrtgar felt that the condition imposed on 
the tenants for retaining the right of permanency was too hard to be fulfilled 
Instead of rcstnctins the application of the law to the holders of more than 
af'res of land Mr Chuudriaar stated the qualification of the tenant alone 
ohould have been made the criterion for the application of the law Rno Bal adur 
R R Bholt, pointed out that the benefits accruing to the tenant fell far short of 
the expectations aroused when the Congress took office. The proposed legislation 
would affect only a veiw small peremtage of the population He advocated a 
more radical measure on the hnes of measures in other Concress Provinces Jlr 
S H Jhabiala opposed the Bdl on the ground that it retamed too many safegu- 
ards m favour of the landlord to be of benefit to the tenants He desired the 
Congress Government to bring to bear on their outlook the spint in which 
Mahatma Gandhi had. replied to Mr. Eamsay Macdonald in the second Eound 
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Table Conference when he said that every sanad a\ould be scrutinised if the 
Congicss came to po^^e^ Sh JhabvaH advocated a more radical measuie foi 
ielie\ing tenants Mr P W Wagk obseii^ that the Bill was calculated to 
ueate dissensions and distinctions in the ranks of both tenants and landlords 
riie discussion was adjouined till Wednesday nest, the StJi reliruarj when 
Sardar Vtnehoorker said that the Bill sought to reduce the status of tlie la.ndloi(i. 
to a nominal one lie requested the Goreinmcnt not to rush thiough the Bill 
According to him, it was not insecurity of tenure that took away the incentive on 
the tiart of the tenant to improve his holding, but the uneconomic prices oiitaincd 
for hiB pioduce Sir Chinubkai Madhowlal found in the Bill a socialistic tendency 
which was being incicasingly felt in the Congress, as was indicated by the recent 
Congress Picsidential election He evplaincd from his own experience that the 
relation between landlords and tenants had lemained cordial and would only be 
disturbed bj the present Bill He opposed the Bill in toto and requested the 
Gorernment to withdraw the Bill Mr D F Perreira, opposing the Bill, said 
what was needed was not a Bill of this natuie but industrial development and 
nnal reconstruction While the Bill compelled the landloid to ret(iiii the tenant, 
it did not leciprocallv compel the tenant to lemain on the land 'A good many 
agriculturists were migiating to indnstinl towns, lerring agricultiire Mr pC iL 
P'trodta supported the Bill He was smqiiised that in all the ciiticism IcveBcS- 
against the measure, no constiaictive suggestions had been advanced Spokesmen 
of landlords had condemned the Bill as expiopnatoiy, while otlieis had icjected it 
as affording veiy inadequate benefit to the tenant class Answering thetanous aigu,® 
ments, he pointed out that the Bill only tried to regulate the relation between 
landloids and tenants The pnnciple of the Bill was that the tenant should hi\o" 
such an interest in his holding as to cieate in him mi incentive for improving 
the land Next daj, the 9th February, Sir A M K Dehlavt said that both 
landlords and tenants were opposed to the Bill When there was no demand from, 
the tenants, he did not understand why the Goveinmcnt should, with break neck 
Sliced, rush thiough a piece of legislation which did not even touch the fringe of 
the tenancy problem The Bill was at best only a jialhative measure While his 
Party was at one with the Congress m tlicir desire to ameliorate the condition of 
the I easantry. It was definitely opposed to the piinciple of 'expropiiation of pnvate 
property, which semed to underlie the Bill ” Mr Jamnadas Mehta felt that the 

Goveiaiment were introducing a Bill, which, while it made the landlords panicky 
about the bogey of expropriation, did not atlord any real protection to the tenants 
According to him what the landlords would lose was a mere Sentimental right of 
property Clause Six of the Bill, giving the landlords the right to teiminatc 
'piotected tenancy” atoneyeai’s notice for agricultural or non agncultuial purposes, 
in fact, defeated the whole object of the Bill The hon Mr Morarji besot 

Eevenue Ministei, in reply, said that tenancy legislation was a jnessing and 

imminent necessity and it was wiong to say that the tenants did not want any 
such measuie and only ceitain “agitators’ wanted it The pnnciple of the Bill 
was the protection of tenants, and though not peifect, the Bill sought to icniove 
the old unequal relations between landloids and tenants which weic feudal 
in pnnciple and out of date now He appealed to landloids to iindeistand the 
spint of the Bill so that better and pioper lelntions might be established between 
landloids and the tenants The first leading of the Bill was passed by G-1 to 41 
votes and the House adjourned till the next day, the 10th February, when the 
Hon Mi Morarji Desat moved foi its lefeience to a feelect Committee 

m (} K Phadke (Thana) moved an amendment that the Bill be ciiculrtcd 
for two montlis foi the pmpose of eliciting public opinion The amendment was 
defeated Anothci amendment moved by Mi Jamnadas Mehta for inclusion of two 
inoie membeis of the House in the Select Committee was rejected by the House 
The oiiginil motion was put to the vote and earned 

The Village Panciiaiats Bill 

10th to 13th FEBRUARY —The House took up on the 10th Feb the second reading 
of the Bombay Village Panchayats (Amend) Bill as amended by the t-clect Com- 
mittee The Bill sought to amend the Bombay Village Panchavata Act of 1958 with 
the object of ‘‘removing the ditlicuUies which relaid the devcloj ment and grovUh 
of village prnchayats and in oidei to dcroociatisc the coustituUoii of these bouicn 
with a view to popularising them as fax as possible ■I'"' mam tliaiiLcs jiroioscd 
in the bill aie comjiulsoiy establishment of lauchayats foi eveiy lofal ari’a hiving 
a popul itioii of 2,000 01 moie , the abolition of the system of nomiiialioii and ex- 
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■ officio membeis , establishment of village benches form cry pancliayat for the pin pose 
of exercising judicial poweis and compulsory levy of house tax in Mllao-c areas The 
debate was continued on the next day, the llth Februarv, when an° amendment 
mov^ by Sii A M K Dehlavi, the Leader of the Opposition, sought to add cei tarn 
provisoes to Clause Three of the Bill, which lelated to what should be declared to bo 
a village for the purpose of constituting a panchayat The amendment sought 
that ‘no ar&a should be declared to be a village without a written application 
by two-thiids of the adult population of the area,” and further that no 
mens should be declared a villimc legardmg which the Government had 
already decided that it should not be declared a municipal town Ihe amend- 
ment was strongly opposed mainly on the giound that it was “undemo 
gratic” in piinciple When put to the vote, the amendment was lost Clause 
Four of the Bill was under consideration when the House adjoinned till Monday, 
the 13th February, when fifteen members of the Muslim League Party le<l by Sii A M 
K Dehlavi wMked out following the defeat of then amendment A senes of amend- 
ments had been tabled to Section Six of the Bill which provided for reservation of 
seats on.the panchayat board for icpiosentatives of women, Muslims, Harijans and 
backward tnbes An amendment that the seats lesened for Muslims be filled up 
by separate electorates was moved by Khan Bahadur Abdul Haji Hajrat Khav The 
» Mim&ter for Revenhe maintained that even though separate electoiatcs were not 
. Mli'ovided in the Bill Muslims would not fail to secure a number of seats pioportion- 
to their pojlujation He cited the instance of the recent Bombay municipal 
elections whefe Muslims, who were eighteen per cent of the population, had secured 
^he sanpj. peicentage of seats The amendment, when pressed to a division, was 
. .^defo^ted by 63 votes against 21 Mr Jhabvala next moved an amendment that the 
' ''provision in the Bill for communal lepiesentation be omitted He exiiressed siirpiise 
that such a provision should have emanated from the Congress Goveinment He 
pleaded that v illages should be saved from the rancour of communalism Mi Parulekar 
moved an amendment to the same section that the Collector should dctennine tlie 
nitmbei of membeis constituting the board taking into consider atioii the population 
of the village and not after consultation with members of the district local boards 
as provided in the Bill The Munster opposed the amendment and said that 
membeis of local boards bemg in touch wnth villages could be of more help to 
the Collector in this respect Besides, he did not desire that die Collector should 
be the sole judge of the mattei Tlie amendment was lost Two other amendments 
proposing that Indian Christians also should be given leservation of seats on the 
panchayat boards and that the woid “Hanjan” should be substituted by “schedule 
castes” weie defeated 


Financial Statement fok 1939—40 

14th FEBRUARY —The Financial Statement for the yeai 1939-40 was presented to- 
day by the Hon Mr A B Latthe, the Finance Minister An enhanced fee on 
convejances in urban areas, which may fetch a leveniicof Es 2 lakhs, an enhanced 
electricity duty to laise Es 13 lakhs m Bombay city and in all probability Es 4 
lakhs in other cities, the total being 17 lakhs , a new urban immovable property 
tax at 10 per cent on the rateable value of such property, designed to raise Es 118 
lakhs in Bombay and its suburbs and Es 19 lakhs in Ahmedabad , a sales tax to 
lie levied at one anna per gallon on the sale of petrol, which will produce Es 10 
lakhs a ;iear, and also a tax on cross word competitions so as to jiroduce about 
Es 5 la&s a year, — these are the new taxation proposals contamed in the Budget 

Bombay city and suburbs will be declared a complete prohibition area this j ear, 
siinendenug a revenue of Es 120 lakhs Englishmen, Americans and Euiopeans 
will be pemitted to dimk under a licence Mr Latthe disclosed his intention to 
ask the authorities concerned, inter aha foi a leduction in the salaiies of all 
Services, including those under the contiol of the Secretary of State 

As regards the sales tax, the Finance Minister announced that a sales tax was 
intended to be levied at a later date on mill-made cotton and silk fabrics, artifi- 
cial silk yarn and cloth at one sale of the same at a rate not exceeding fij per cent 
ad valorem which is expected to produce about Es 25 lakhs in a full year The 
total yield from all these sources wrll be Es 184 lakhs a year, out of a total of Es 
j 220 lakhs which the Goveinment will have to find The total new expenditure for 
the financial year is loss of Es 150 lakhs in excise revenue from the next jear 
including Be 10 lakhs under this head piov ided in the budget , (B) a new loss m 
Efe 40 lakhs in. land revenue owing to the revision of settlements in accordance with 
** the pioposed'legislation from 1940-41 onwards, including Es 10 lakhs being at 
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S icscnt spent for piicc icmissions , (C) n new expendituie of Rs 4j HUis, including 
^s 10 Hkhs piocidcd in the budget, foi luial de\clopment , and (D) an e\pendi- 
tuic of about Rs 15 lakhs on pic\enti\e nicasmcs on account of piohibition Uhus 
the total cost of the piogiamme would amount to Rs 250 laUis niiitv lillis 
out of this arc being found fiom existing icrcmic, «ith the lesiilt that jL’s 220 
lakhs of new ic\cnuc in the immediate future 11111 haie to bo found Hie ne\i 
taxation pioposals arc expected to yield Rs 184 lakhs Hie following is a sum- 
raaiy of the pioposrls (the figures are in thousands) ) 

Revenue receipts Rs 12,5517 
Revenue expenditure Rs 12,83,03 
Rev cnric deficit Rs 28 4G 

Debt head lecciirts Rs 35,73,55 ,-i 

Crpital and debt head disbursements Rs 1,35,10,53 

Ca]iital and debt he id surplus Rs 02,87 

Closing cash balance Rs 89,11 

Closing free balance Rs 17,03 

Ml Lattho next dealt with the balance of revenue, which the Clovcinment 
would be icquiied to find “The total new revenue icquiicd being Rs 220 hkhs and 
new taxation proposals amounting to Rs 184 lakhs there remains a balance of Rs 
3G hklis still to find, which prudence lequiies me now to make up our hmjds 
how to meet it” The Government, he revealed, have under CGiisidciation cont^jt 
of forward markets thioiigh stiictei and moic comprehensive legislation Taxation 
of forward business on the fetock Exchange is expected to yield six lakhs The 
enhancement of some sections of court fees is ex] ected to yield fdiii likhs and 
widening of the scope of sales tax will meet fifteen out of the thiiti-six'' lakhs 
leaving a balance of twenty-one lakhs to be met The meeting of this amount would 
depend on the nature of the new land legislation, which is to be brought bcfoie the 
liousc 

TPE ViLIAGE PA^CHA'iATS BiLI (CONTD ) 

15th to IStli FEBRUARY —Discussion on the second reading of the Villacc 
Paiichajats Bill was resumed on the 15th February The amendment moved by Mi 
S V Parulokar to the effect that power should not be vested in the collccfoi to 
use his discretion in the matter of removing any member of the Panchajat Boaid 
fiom membership except on disqualification being proved, was acccirtcd by the 
Govcinmont, and the duty was made obligatory on the part of the Collector to 
remove the member when he became so disqualified. An amendment which sought 
to add to the powers of the panchayatby entrusting the board with the dutj of 
maintaining the birth and death register, was ruled out by the Speaker on the 
ground that the amendment was beyond the scope of the oiiginal intention of the 
section Much interest was created when Mr Parulakaj moved an amendment by 
which the funds allowable for entertaining distinguished visitors to the village, 
weie sought to be cut diastically The MtntsUr-tn-Charge of the Bill thought that 
ill case piovision should at all be made in the Bill for such section it should bo 
sufficient, otherwise he was for deleting the section totally The section was dioppcd 
Clause twenty of the Bill which provides that sccietaues to panchayats should be 
appointed by the Provincial Government drew keen opposition from the Opposition 
benches Mr Jan nadas Mehta moved an amendment that the sccictaiy should 
be “appointed by the panchayat which will lay down powers duties remuneration 
and other conditions of seiv ice subject to the approval of the Govcniment” Mr 
Mehta could not find the need foi the Government to foist an outsidei on a sclf- 
govcining body, By nature the section was undemociatic Sir A At K Dehlaii 
also spoke supporting the amendment The Minister explained that the picscnt Bill 
sought to confer vvicle povveis on the local panchayat boards and theic was great 
need for a really able man to assist the board Mr Parulekar suggested that at least 
the Government could have prohibited a panel out of which the panchavat may 
select a secretary The amendment was pressed to a division incl was' defeated by 
57 votes to 24 Mi P W Wagh then moved an amendment to the effect that 
the panchayat bench, constituted for the trial of civil and ciiminal cases, should 
not DC from the same village, but that five villages should be grouped for the 
purpose and a bench of five should be constituted electing one from each village 
The motion was lost The House then adjourned till the tsth February when rt 
divided no fewer than thiee times m the couise of the half-day sittmg and only 
one clause was passed During the discussion on Clause 39, Mr -Jamnadas Mthta 
moved that further consideration of the Bill be postponed sine die, till thcGoveni> 
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Tuent furnished det-iiled and exact information as to the finances of the proposed 
pancmiat bodies The Mimster for Local Self-Government opposed the motion and 
said at this stage the Goi emment could not gii e exact information on the 
matter because it related to the future ivoibing of these local bodies He could 
onl>' that in Baroda State there tvcie about 2,OCO panchayats, each inth an 
aveiage resource of about Es 200 only, and in Jlysore there weie o\cr 1,000 
suph pancmajats Hiey ueie working satisfactonlj In Bombay Province he expected 
ejich panchayat to get about Es 500 The members of the Opposition thought t]tot 
lyth such inadequate funds panchayats would be unable to function Ihe motion 
was pressed to a dmsion and was defeated by 51 to 20 votes An amendment 
moved by Mr Bhole, seeking to add a proviso to Section that the Proiincial 
Government should eon tnbute one-fifth share of ‘thane’ revenue raised from the 
village to- the panchajats, was held over for consiberation as to whether the 
lecommendation -of the Governor was necessary for moving it 

Gen’esal Discdssiox of Budget 

* . 20th to 22nd FEBRUARY —The general discussion of the Budget commenced 
on the 20th February and was opened by Sir A M K Dehlavt who expressed his 
and the entiie Moslem', world’s sympathy with the ideal of Prohibition, but it 
did not create an emergency for unjust taxation Prohibition was itself in an cx- 
0:nmental stage, and rii view of the political develojmcnts in the country which 
naght call upon the Ministeis to lay down their office the launching of such an 
expensive scheme, involving the curse of many who would hav c to be taxed would 
be .very iqadv isable Mr S D SaKlatvala representing the Bombay hhll-owncis 
Association, thought that the budget proposals in effect amounted to doing a great 
Wlong to effect a little good In a city like Bombay with an international population, 
to 'introduce JPiohibition at one stroke, was going too far, and the Goveniment, he 
said took a grave risk He added that the tax on house pi operty almost amounted 
ta an ihcome-tax and the value of property had alieady depreciated In the wake 
a£ thn recommendations of die Labour Inquiry Committee the tax on textiles was 
q, hartlship and directly contravened the Finance Ministei’s previous assurances 
Ml ffamnadas Mehta made a searching scrutiny of the taxation pioposals, and 
said that the greatest objection to them was the encroachment of the avenues of taxa- 
tion open to local bodies When the local bodies found their revenues cmtailed 
due to the imposition of the ten per cent immovable property tax, necessaiily then 
activities in respect of primary education, sanitation and other natiou-building 
activities were hound to leceive a setback — a contingency which the Government 
would not desire. 5Ii iWehta said that he would recommend the appointment of a 
committee to explore av enues of raismg revenue, without in any way allovvmg the 
burden to be transfeired to poor people. A sales tax, imposition of death duties, 
taxmg forward transactions and such like were suggested by Mr Jamnadas Mehta 
for consideration by the Government Mr S H Jhabvala welcomed the Prohibi- 
tion scheme undertaken, but the Government should, he said, go slow rather than 
starve vital nation-building aetmties Next daj the 21st February, Dr Ambedkar, 
Leader of the Independent Labour Party, declared that it was “on the revenue 
Bide reckless, and on the expenditure side senseless ” Was Piohibition, he asked, such 
an urgent problem as to justify the new taxation proposals ? Alcoholism, he conti- 
nued, was a disease unknown in India. Dimk could never be a pioblem here. It 
afiected only ten lakhs of people in the whole of the piovince He asked ‘‘Should 
you spend Es 125 lakhs now in curing the souls of the ten lakhs of drunkards, or pio- 
videpnmary education for your children ?” Mr C P jBra7n6/e, Leader of the Europ- 
ean Group said that it was not the policy of his parly to pioinote dnnking to enhance 
the excise levenue, but in the present step taken by tlic Go emment, he could not 
bclp observing a reckless political gesture A typical Congress budget, was how Mr 
K jP Narvmun described the budget Prohibition was, he renundtd the House, a 
measure on which every party had joined in approbation last jear 
Next day, the 22nd February, representatives of Indian Chnstians and the Anglo- 
Indian community opposed the Budget proposals, especially Prohibition The fomier 
questioned the rationale of stopping drink while the laUer argued that the piojxisea 
taxation was unnecessary, unjust and ill-conceiv ed, and that the Government’s policy 
leflected the “triumph of hope over expencnce” Pointing out as an mstance the pace 
of the Madras Mmistry' as regards Prohibition, it was stated that the Govein- 
'fiaentr'' hand in hand, with the extension of Prohibition, should have fol- 
'ipv.ed .V jjolicy of wise and judicious handling of excise revenue. Mrs Faiz 
>SPyabji (ilusbm League) s,aid that Muslims stood foi acceleration of Prohibilion 
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ns quickly ns possible, but then opposition ins only to the wny funds' nore 
sought tobe iaised Dr GtWer, Ministci for Evcisc, asserted that MhenthcHrmi- 
stiypiomibcd to uitiodiice complete Piohibition mthin thiee years, they mcairt; asliat 
thc\ said Tlie reports tint hehadrecened from the ‘diy” aieas on the economic 
and social benefits deiivcd from the intioduction of Piohibition ivcre leiy hem-ten un 
The Finance Ministei had just icccned a lettei from an economist of the Madiis 
Goicinmcnt nhich said that Prohibition had succeeded best in theuiban aicas lie 
appciled to the Opposition to extend their co opeiation m order to make 
Prohibition a complete success The Finance Minister, Mi A B Lattha, icplying to 
the Opjiosition criticisms to the budget said that he was reminded of the 
fatoiy of BIX blind men tiying to deseiibe an elephant Heiequested that the piopo- 
sils be oonsideicd as a uhole Iho discussions held so fai avould lead one to flunk' 
that the Budget contained only taxation proposals He uould clcai the niisapprchcn- 
Bion that these taxes ueic likely to be passed on to the consumei ultimately Ihc. 
bon Ml B G Khcr the Piemiei, defending the budget pionosals, pointed out that 
despite the enoimoua expendituie inaohed in Piohibition, the othei nation-buiIding 
netnities aacic not hampeied at all On the merits of Piohibitioii he had no two opi- 
nions He exclaimed ‘ Do not tell us of Ameiica Tlie case is diffeient in our eoun- 
tij Prohibition shall succeed and that too now Piojiertied people shall pay foi it 
If they pay willingly, we shall be happy Othei wise, we will take it 

The Finance Act Amend Bill / 

24th FEBRUARY to Ist MARCH —The Bill to amend the Finance Act of 1932 
was taken up foi eonsideiation on the 24Ui heh dhe Finance Minister jnoainglho first 
leading of the Bill, explained its scope Ihe mam featuic of the Bill was, he said, 
piOMFion enabling the Goaeinment to levy a tax of ten per cent on the Icttiug 
a able of houses and lands in uiban aicas wiOi a \iew to financing Piohibition The 
rate of elcctiieity dutv was also sought to be incieased, at the same time ensuring 
that It had not the efibet of incieasing the biiiden on the consumeis ns a class The 
Bill ilso raised the stamp duty on conaeyanee of immoiablc propcity in m'ban 
aieas The fiist leading of the Bill was passed to-day by 69 roteS 47.a: 
The Finance Mimstci, answeiing the ciiticisms adianccd against the proiisioiiB of 
the Bill, said that the Gmeinment had since decided to reduce the fax pioposcd on 
uiban piopeity to 5 pei cent in the case of pioperties worth Es 2, OCX) or loss in 
Bombay In the case of piopeity in Ahmedabad, the ciiteiia foi the exemption 
would be fixed latei It was also exidaincd that the Port Tiust and miimcipal 
buildings would be exempt fiom the electiicity duty The new pioMsion in the 
Bill enabling the Gmeinment to le\y a duty on pcisons wTio generated electricity 
othei than under a licence, was not applicable to motor lehulcs, ships in the liai- 
boui and such like and the Bill would be amended accoidingly The House then 
adjourned till Monday next, the 27th February, when Mr Jamnadas Mehta, mo\cd 
an amendment to Clause 7 of the Bill A series of amendments suggesting 
a giaded scale of taxation in the place of the 10 pei cent flat rate were 
moied by the Opposition benches, and all these weic considered together 
by the House Sir A M K Dehlavt, Leader of the Opposition mo\cd 

foi leduction of the proposed tax to 4 pei cent Mr S V Parulekar mo\ed that 
onc-ioom tenements and tenements occupied by woikeis should he taxed only to 9 
pel cent and less Mr Jamnadas Mehta said that when the Bombay Municipal 
Coipoiation was confxonted with the pioblem of laismg large sums for slum clear- 
ance, which was an immediate necessity and the piopcrty tax was the most fruitful 
source open to it, the Pi OMiicial Goxeinmcnt had with this proposal foi tixation 
enuoached upon then picseives Mi Mehta giaphically dcsciibi-d the hoiTors of 
slum life with the lesulfing injuiy to the monl, physical and spiiitml growth of 
the lacc The slum dwcllci in Bombay had pei held only 130 cubic feet of space 
as agunst 400 in the shims of London Due to lack of propei housing conditions, 
infant moitality had icmained leiy high This “baby killing tax ’ would only pci- 
pctinte the pitiable conditions m slum life He argued that it was wiong topuisuc 
the policy of piohibition to the panlysation of othei mpntnation-bmlding actuifics 
The Minister tor Finance replied that, in the opinion of the Goieriimcnt Prohibition 

the best soci^il seivicc foi the pooler clibses In the policy Uicy i\ere pursuing 
the Government hid public opinion behind them As jot ^ grndra scnlc of tiocifion, 
the Government had aheady dechred that the rate would be rcdilc^ to 5 per cent 
in lespcct of pioperties \alucd at Es 2,000 oi less in the city of Bombax Jlie 
discussion was adjourned on the Ist March when the House sat till a late hour and 
aftei the Leader of the OpposiUm had expressed the protest of the Opposition members, 
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which, he siul, had been icgistcicd at almost eveiy stop in the passage of the Bill 
® finance Mimst< 2 r had leplied the House passed the thud leading of the 
Bill by 51 votes to 27 The Bill was then passsd 


Voting on Budget Dbaiands 

2Stli FEBRDARY to 28th MARCH —Voting on Budget demands foi 
^ants commenced on the 28th February Mr Jhabvala, in moving a “cut” under 
tha head ^^iicultiue, biOiight to the notice of the Government the inadequacy of 
miikctmg facilities Ho emphasised that the State must have its own marketing 
establishment The Mmistet leplied thit the Government neie alive to this and had 
Iheiefoie taken up the matter A beginning had now been made Accoidmg to a 
suivcy made by some oSiceis of the Govcinmcnt of India, the agncultuiist lecencd 
^ per cent less than what the aiticles pioduced by him were ultimately sold foi 
The Government pronosed the establishment of a Puce Intelligence Service in 
Bombay and to appoint a Marketing Othcei who would be in touch with marketing 
o.ganisations and supply information legaiding Bombay markets and be a sort of a 
haison odieei between th' marketing organisations and the consumcis and tiadeis in 
Bombay and the co-opciitive and sale and multi-pnipose societies in ruial areas lie 
would also oiganise ca-opciativc marketing in Bombay The motion was defeated 
Next day, the Ist March, Mr Jamnadai, Afehfa, on a "cut” motion under the head 
Education, sought to disapprove of the action of the Government in sanctioning 
expenses for the intro luction of the Waidha Scheme, without the pievious sanction 
of the House for the scheme itself A debate on the meiits of Hindi and Hindus- 
tani was sought to be raised by a cut motion by Mi Ah Bahadur Khan A senes of 
motions stainhng in the names of the Muslim League raembeis wcic moved to-day 
by Mis Tayhjt, who pleaded foi bcttei facilities m the matter of education for 
Jllnshm gills The Premier assured the House that it was his ambition to make 
education avadablo to cveiybody, regardless of communal considerations Eoi he 
thought that the soonei tlie light tyjie of education was spiead all over the conntiy, 
the easici*it would be to lutioduce the reforms ho had at heart Tlic difhcultics of 
providing denominational religious education to all communities weie insuimoiintable 
Hie Government could only see that an attitude of reverence to all lehgions was 
inculcated in students Regarding teaching of Uidn the Piemiei said it was the 
policy of the Govoinnient to teach Hindustani and botli Nagaii and Uiduscupts He 
himself was leaiiuug Uidu and he was sure that no qtianel would auss on this ques- 
tion On the assurance of the Mimstci, the cut motions in this behalf w ere withdiawn 
The Waidha Scheme of education was again bub]ccted to a tboiough sciiitiny on the 
next two days, the 3id and 4tb March, when Mr Jamnadas Mehta mo^ed a cut 
motion Ml Mehta explained that the motion was intended to disappiove the action 
of the Government in sanctioning expenses foi the introduction ot the Waidlia 
scheme in the province without the previous consent of tire House to the scheme 
itself He contended that before the Government adopted a new scheme, it should 
take the public into confidence ''nd allow the House to consider the neiv proposals 
Ml Mehta, analysing the scheme itself, seated that it was levolutionaiy in intent 
and effect’ Since Mi Gandhi laid down the piiniiplcs in 1937, the scheme had 
undeigonc at least five tiansmigiations in icspect of its ideology Thcie had been 
noticeable all thiough confusion as to the objects The scheme, he declared, was 
not suited to cope with the lequncments of modem scientifically advanced times 
Rcplyin'', the Premiei said, it would take at least 900 yeais to accomplish univeisal 
liteiacv Tn India, if the present educational policy were to be continued It was not 
the policy of the Government to scrap the present system outnght and intioducc 
the Wardha scheme immediately The pioposal was to experiment in thiee compact 
areas in diffeicnt parts of the province It was quite possible the scheme might 
have to aindeigo fuithei evolutions The aigument that the Government was now 
sinino'in"' a surprise on the House was uncharitable As eaily as Maich 1938, the 
I'lonse had been infoimed of the intentions of the Gov eminent in tins behalf 
The svstem itself had been befoic tlie public foi the last two ycais Sii A Dehlavt 
said that the syllabus did not coiiclatc liighei education with the couise of studies 
in the piimaiy couise Besides, he asked, “why should the Government insist on 
my child being taught spinning, weaving etc Y” The motion was defeated by 71 
votes to 31 and the demand was voted foi The House tlien adjourned to meet 
a'^ani on the 14th March, when some cut motions weic moved and the necessity 
fm starting moie moitirage banks in the Province was stressed by Mr Fhadke 
The bon Mr A B Ldtihe said tliat the Government was not apathetic to the 
idea of starting land mortgage ban^s Personally he would like to see that eveiy 
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tBluka in Uie piOMnce had its oivn land moitgage bank But piactical difficiillirs 
tiad prcientcd the fruition of the scheme After starting ten banks, it was found 
tliar large numbci of indebted agncultunsts, Mhom the banks nere intended to 
help, could not take advantage of the facilitj, their debts being beyond their 
ca^city Miny applications for loans had therefore to be turned doun form- 
sufncicncv of secuntj As a result, a large poition of the amount set apart for 
relief could not be utilised last year Provided conditions for starting land moit- 
gage banks were found favourable, the Minister assured the House that 0 VC 17 taluka 
would have a bank shortly In view of the assurance given by the Minister, tlic 
cut motion was withdrawn Next day, the 15th March, replvmg to a cut mofion 
to discuss the dispaiity in the cadres of the Sergeants and Sub-Inspectors, mov cd 
in his demand under the head “Police," the Hon’ble Mr K M Munshx, the Home 
Minister stated that the scale of pay and conditions of service of the new cadre 
would be the same as those of the existing Sub-In spectoi s’ cadre and recruitment 
would be confined ordinarily to statutaiy natives of India Hovvevci, Sergeants now 
in service would continue to draw their pay and allowance on the existing scale In 
special cases, ex-aimy men who were not statutoiy natives of India, might lie 
rcciaiited as Sub-Inspectors with certain relaxation of conditions apjilving to age and 
educational qualifications Mr Munshi also appreciated the' patriotic sentiments of 
Anglo-Indians, who had expressed their willingness to be classified as Indians 
Next day, the 16th March, the Scheduled Class membeis in the House moved two 
“cuts” to impress upon the Government the rnadequate representation of Haiijan^ 
in tlie Police Depaitment Mr K M Munshi replied that whatever the attitude of 
the previous Government had been, the present Government did jiot recognise 
rintoiichability It had been the policy of this Government to secure fan relnescnta- 
tion in the services for the Scheduleu Classes, having due regard to standards of 
effiticncy Where, however, a candidate was unfit, the Government would not select 
him for the reason he was a Scheduled Class representative The cut motions were 
defeated Next day, the 17th March, the House resumed the discussion on the 
“cut” motion of Mr Jamnadas Mehta, which raised a debate on the report Of Distur- 
bances Inquiry Committee Dr Ambcdhar, supporting the motion, asked the- 
Government why the membeis of the Council of Action, constituted for thcpuiiiosc 
of carrying on the demonstration on November 7 last, against the Trades Disputes 
Bill, were not prosecuted, if the Government believed the Committee’s report that the 
Council was responsible for the occurrences on the day of the strike If the 
Government were sure that the police resorted to finng only to the extent called 
for by the exigencies, why should not the Government place the police for tiial 
befoie a court of justice ? The Home Minister, Mr K M Munshi, opposed the 
“cut ” He pointed out how the Inquiry Committee was constituted of men of 
unimpeachable diaiacter and how the terms of reference had been widened at the 
suggestion of the House at the time of appointing the Committee The Home 
Jlinistei then read from the report speeches of the leader of the strike, which 
went to show that the demonstration was not against the Bill as such The 
idea was to have “workers’ Eay” for one day and the strike was managed by a 
set of people who believed in the Marxian doctrine and the Communist principles 
If then methods prevailed, thought the Minister, a state of affairs would one day 
arise when, at one word from those leaders, the whole of Bombay would have to 
close down The method of these people was intimidation raised to a fine art 
Ml Munshi then narrated the vanous acts of the strikers and asserted tliat the 
firing was ]ust sufiicient to preserve older An amendment to the “cut motion as 
well as the “cut” were put to the vote, pressed to a division and defeated The 
House again divided, while voting for the grant under the head Police and the 
demand was granted by (H votes to 18 Next day, the 18th March, the House 
discussed cut motions under medical demand which sought to impress upon the 
Government the inadequacy of medical help provided to the poor The proposed 
closing down of the St George’s Hospital (for Europeans and Anglo-Indians) came 
up for severe criticism at the hands of Mr C P Pranible, Le'idcv of the Progres- 
sive Party when he moved a “cut” When the Government was maknut u begin- 
ning with nation -bmlding activities by subsidising dispensaries and providing ficih- 
ties for training nurses, could the people w atch he asked, ^e closing down of the 
St George’s Uospital in the city, which was next onlv to London in impor- 
tance in the British Empire ? In 1933, the number of beds in Bombay City per 
thouBand population was two Now, wben the population had increase^ from 
ele\en lakhs to at least fifteen lakhs, there had bera no increase in the beds m 
Jiostitals Mr, piAinble felt that the idea of the Goverpment that the hospital 

25 



202 . the BOMBAY LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [ bombay- 

jv'is ttJo expensive ■was a misapprehension He asked the Government if they 
had tried to compare the Stores w ith those of other hospitals in the city, ^Yhlch sought 
^ ™Pi6ss upon the Government the inadequacy of medical help piovided to the poor 
The Htrtise theh adjourned till the 23rd March, ■when there ■was a passage-at-arms be- 
' •■ ^ ^ Karand kar and Sir A M K Dehlavi, Leader of the Opposition, 

, 'iThen supplementary giants uere loted upon Mi Karan itkm moved a cut to the 
expenses demanded by the Government of Rs 69,000 for the purpose of lehabilita- 
tin" old buildings in order to enable the Government to hand over certain Masjids 
to Muslims. in the Ahmednagar District I\Ir Karandikar disapproved of the Go\em- 
ment’s policy of returning Masjids to Muslims Sir A ZI K Dehlavt, Leader of the 
^ w. Opposition, sprang to his feet at the challenge and said that he u as reminded of the 
"practice in Pailiament that ■when two members could not confine themselves to the eti- 
-quette of the House they used to remark, ‘Let us go out and settle the matter” The 
- ^'Slipister for Publig AVorks explained that there was no need to import communal 
'ihea^f'ln-to this matteb as it ■uas the duty of any Goiernment to redress grievances, 
fiiespeative of communal consideiations The House voted the demand Next day, the 
24th March, certain members moved cut motions and desired to criticise the Govern- 
ment s action in lespect of the demand of secmities from ceitain newspapers 3Ii 
4h Bahadur Khan, by a “cut” motion, sought to impress on the Government the 
imperative need to check communal propaganda and bring about amity between 
' the,^o majoi communities in the country He quoted ceitain extracts from Urdu 
papers and instances of certain Hindu leadeis canying on propaganda against the 
Hyderabad Administration, and said that unless these were stopped, there might be 
repercussions leading to communal tension Mr K M Munshi, the Home ilinister, 
. . jfi his reply, stated that 'bem^ a National Government, their policy was to steer clear 
'of extremes on cither side The Government did not beheve in deahng only with 
symptoms, but desired to deal with loot causes, and therefore had allowed freedom of 
bpdech and writing ponsistefltly ■with the maintenance of an atmosphere of non- 
violence Mr Khan^ff motion was lost without a division Replying to the debate on 
<ither ‘cut” mo*^ions, which sought to censure the Government’s action in dema- 
‘■‘-'tiSing secunties from certain newspapers Mr Munshi said that it was wiong to say 
that the Gov-emment-w ere using repressive measures The Government had repea- 
tedly made their position clear with regard to communal incitement, no matter who 
made them and had w arned individuals and newspapers agamst such incitement* hli 
hlunshi had not concluded his speech when the House adjourned till the next day, 
the 2oth March, when glowing tiibutes to the efficiency, usefulness and independent 
character of toe “United Press” were paid by the hon Mr B G Kher, Prime Mmis- 
ter, Mr Alt Bahadur Khan, hlushm Independent Jlembei, and others during the 
discussion on a “cut” motion on the supplementaiy demand on “General Adminis- 
tration’^ tabled by Mr. S L Karnndtkar “to discuss the payment foi the United 
Press News Service telegrams” hlr Karandikar wanted to know' whether the “United 
Press” senuce was useful to the Gov ernment and efficient and whether toe Gov ern- 
ment were spencbng the money well by paymg toe Agency for the news telegrams 
The hon Mr Kher, rejilying, said that the Interim Jlinistry which preceded toe 
Congress Ministry had itsdf agreed to buy toe United Press News Telegrams, though, 
formal orders were not passed by it. The Congress hlinistry implemented the Interim 
Ministiy s tentative decision on an experimental basis and finding the service useful 
and highly efficient gave an increase to it, although even the increased amount was 
much lower than what was being paid to the Associated Press The Government 
were considering the question of bunging the pay ment to the United Press, in new of 
its wholesome efficiency, to the level of toe payment to toe Associated Press Euither, 
Mr Khei said that United Press was an indigenous institutions The “cut” motion 
was then. withdrawn The House then adjourned till Monday, the 27to, March, when 
the'Opposition raised a discussion on the Government’s Publicity Draartment, with 
paiticiilar leference to the appointment of the Public Relations Officei, Mr A S Ekam- 
bara Aiyar, on a salary of Es 4(X) per month Mi S H Jhabvala, moving the 
cut, said that the new appointment was qmte unnecessary as the old department had 
been perfornimg toe duty quite satisfactonly During toe Cml Disobedience dajs, 
the Director of the Information Office had circulated tw o and a half millions^ (rf 
pamphlets* The work could not be said to have increased much now He had received 
attention and -nnf or matron, whenever he had sought the help of toe directorate 
“MTth a live press in toe country”, said Mr Munshi m reply, “toe need for a 
Public Relations Officer has become very great ” He cited the mstance of Grrat 
Britain, where there was a post of Public Relations Officer It was toe duty of the 
officer to keep pioper contact between the Government and the public and the press. A 
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Minister would not hive the time to interview press representatives indn idually and 
gi'c them all the information they sought at all times and the Public Relations -OfTiccr 
would be in a position to supply to the press at all times collect and reliable in- 
foimation on all the undei takings of the Government If the press was not iiffoidcd 
correct infonnation, theie nas the danger of incorrect and misleading nens bein<^ 
cii ciliated A popnlai and responsible gov eminent should he iiosted houilj iwrih the 
opinions and leactions of the public and inaccuiate statements relating to the Gpicrn- 
mcnt, if anv, appearing m the pi ess or canards should be contiadicted oi claniledat’ 
eiery stage Ihe cut was piessed to a division and defeated by 48 votes to 21 
Neat dav, the 2Sth March “cut” motions were moved by Mr Phadke and Mi 
Patel to raise a discussion on the dem-nd of a secmity from the “Trikal”, a 51 iharati 
daily edited by Mi & L Kaiandikar, a member of the Assemhlj, and the “Ansai” a 
Muslim organ in the Sholapui district “The libeity of the Pices is tlie lihertj 
to evpicss opinion so long as the peace of the society is not threatened thcrebj. lien.''* 
that is tliieatened, it is not cml, butciiminal liberty, ” declared thehon<3Ir IC M . 
Munsht, the Home Minister, defending the action of the Government There were tw 
aspects to such a question, the individual and social The foiipcr might bCv jiiA % 
punishment of the individual after the event, but the latter called foi promt preven- 
tive action on the part of the State For such purposes, Goveyiments in other parts 
of India were making use of the Piess Emeigency Powers’ Act, and the Bomhaj 
Government was in good company The Minister lead out passages from the 
papeis concerned, and pointed out that undei the conditions prev ailing in Pliolapiu 
at the time, such news was bound to create communal tension between the 
Ilindus and Muslims The question in some matters was not the veiaat;j of the 
statements, but then tendency to intensify communal djscord , The Bombay 
Government weie extremely wntcdiful to see that, what was ,an agitation foi 
political lights in the Hjdcrabad State, should not develop into a communal cImIi 
in the Bombay Province 5Ii Jamnadas Mehta, supporting the “cut"^ said that the" 
philosophy of the hlinistei’s argument was one of “hanging a man to picvcnt 
muidei ” What the “Tnkal” published was only news supplied by rcsponsiMc 
coiiespondents from the Hyderabad State The House divided twice in the course 
of the voting on these motions, which weic lost Sir Parulekar’s amcndnic^^o 
leduce the cut to one nipec in ordci to alter it to a censuie motion was 
defeated by 56 to 12 The House next voted all the vajiou? demands in the 
Budget for the next j ear and then adjourned till the 30th 

The Sales Tax Bill 

30th MARCH to Srd APRIL —A Bill to enable the Government to levy a lax on 
the sales of motoi spiiit, manufactured cloth mechanically piodneed in Bombav, or 
impoited, and silk yarn, including aitificial yarn, and cloth made of such yam, was 
intioduccd on the 30th March by the Finance Ministet, the bon Mi* A B Latthe 3Ii 
Latthe explainecl that the tax on petiol would be enforced immediately, as no 
piactical difficulties were anticipated, while in legaad. to other items, the Govcin- 
ment were working out details to pievent undue leakage oi annoyance to scllcis 
The Leader of the Opposition asked if, following the example of Aladias, the Bill 
would be referred to a Select Committee But 5Ii Latt/ie explained that it would 
serve no useful puipose to follow the Aladias example in this case Air Jhabvala 
opposing the tax on petrol, pleaded that the poor taxi-diiver should be exempted 
fiom opeiation of the measuie Mi Saklatwala, representative of the Jlill Owners’ 
Association, opposed the Bill on the ground that he was opposed to the policy of 
Piohibitiou, which necessitated the taxation measures and also because the 
tax on sale of cloth was bound to fall ultimately on the manufactuier Jlr Mitha 
(Muslim Lrague) opposed the Bill in view of “its repeicussions on the agiicuitu- 
nst,” while AIi Watson (Euiopean) urged that the Bill should be leferred to a 
select committee Next day, the Slst March, 5Ii Jamnadas Mehta accorded sup- 
to the Bill, but observed that intrinsically a sale^ tax was not bound and shOTlu 
be avoided if possible Since the davs of the Gieeks, iiiinous had been thccuMt 
of such taxation, and had it not been for the intensity of post-w ar needs, bales 
tax would not have been resorted to by Western conntms India how ever, wnth 
most of the souices of taxation collared by the India Goieinraenf, the Provincial 
Government had to take recourse to sales tax Mr S 'K ParsfeAax, opposing the 
Bill asserted that the tax was bound ultimately to hit tho poor people air 
Sakerlal Balahhat (Ahmedabad Alill-Oiincis’ Association), said that the burden of 
the sales tax on cloth was bound to fall on raanufactuicrs, owin'' to the liniiftd 
capacity of the consumci to bear it He felt that too many buidens were bcihg 
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impose4 on the premier industry in the country He instanced the property tax, 
the increased -wages to labourers, the recent Trade Agreement, which gaie piiiileges 
to Briti^ goods imported into India Sir A M Dehlavi, Leader of the 
Opposition, advocated reference of the Bill to a select committee Mr JP C 
Ghia (Ip^an Merchants’ Chamber), urged reference of the BiU to a select com- 
mittee, where it could be scrutinised Mr Ah Bahadur Khan urged that those i\ho 
Buppoited Piohibition should also support the sales tax The hon Mr A B Latthe, 
Finance Minister, replying the debate, explained that a section of the House 
seemed to be under a misappiehension that the funds sought to be raised by the 
tax was needed for the purposes of Prohibition The amount of Es 35 lakhs to 
be raised by the sales tax, was intended to be utilised foi ruial dei elopment He 
added that the exemption of coarser cloth fiom the operation of the Bill would 
, defeat the pui-poseof the taxation Answering the objection raised by the mill- 
“■ owners, the Minister asked them what they had contributed to the giant of ameni- 
',Iies to the poor ^dmmg their boom days, when they made 100 per cent profits 
The fiist ieading,-Df the Bill was passed and the House adjourned till the next 
day, the 1st Apr ih when the discussion was monopolised by the Euiopean membeis, 
who had fifty-thiee amendments standing in then names The Bill was coiisideied 
clause by clause The main object of the amendments was to soften the penal 
piOMsions The Government accepted amendments deleting those sections which 
made offences under this Act cognisable, and which made apphcable the provisions 
of the Ciiminal Procedure Code in inquiries into such offences The Speaker, the 

Mr G V Mavlankar offered his suggestions on the question of fines to be 
imposed on those -caixyrng on tiade without a licence The standard of fines was 
accoidingiy modified The House then adjourned till Monday next, the 3rd April, 
when -■ the debate centred round the question of the rule-making poneis of the 
£5oveinment under the Act Mr P M Wagh moved an amendment that the rules 
tiamed. by the Government for givmg effect to the proiusions of the Bill, should 
be subject to the assent of the Assembly Mr A B Latthe, Finance Ministc, argued 
that It irpuld not be opposed to the principles of democracj if a Eesponsible 
Goieinmenl should frame its own lules for giving effect to the provisions 
of a legislation The Leader of the Opposition said that it was bad in principle for 
-ony-’House of Parliament to hand over unreservedly rule-making powers imdei 
any Act hli D W Mullock urged that the L^slature should be given an oppoi- 
tunity to consider the tules owing to the number and vanetv of interests affected by 
the Bill The House divided on the question, and the amendment u as defeated by 5G 
votes to 25 A plea to exempt from the levy, cloth of lowei counts so as to alioid 
lelief to the poor, was made by various sections of the Opposition, but was 
not accepted by the Government The Bill was passed by the House which then 
adjourned 

Agbicultdkal Indebteb-xess Bill 

4th & 5th APRIL —A Bill seeking to relieve the agricultuiist of the biiiden of 
indebtedness was introduced on the 4th Apnl It will apply to agaacultuiist-debtois uho 
cidtn ate lands personally and whose debts do not exceed Es 15 000 and are not 
less than Es 100, and proMdes for the scalmg dov.n of the debts to the pajiiug 
capacity of the debtor It is laid dovra that the debtor should be a membei of a 
lesource society before his debts may be scaled down under the Act by a Board 
constituted for the purpose The object of this clause, it is explained, is to afford 
lelief to those agiicultuiists for whom arrangements for cunent crop finance can 
be made by co-opeiative societies The Bill also contains provision to declaie a 
debtor, whose assets are madequate to pay the total amount of scaled down debt, 
to be an msolvent ‘The economic servitude that arises from the money-lenders’ 
grip on the agncultuiists”, runs the statement of objects and xeasons “gives nse 
to several evils, the chief among them beina, disposal of the agricultural produce at 
an unfavourable season, and at a detrimental pnee” Is ext dav, the 5th Apnl, 
Mr Jamnadas Mehta said that the Bill was too modest and did not attempt to 
take the bull by the horns The Government should have adopted a more fonvaid 
policy to relieve the agriculturist, the reason for whose indebtOTiess was primarily 
the revenue policy ot the State, the money-lender being but an accessory Mi 
Parulekar said that the'scope of the Bill was narrow It excluded from the relief 
proposed those agriculturists who had no property and included land-owneis who 
weie not agnculturists He pleaded that the agiicultuial labouieis should come 
within the scope oj the legislation Mr Mitha (Muslim League) observ ed that except 
For the piosision foi scaling do-un debts, m othei respects, the Bill was 
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beneficial to the money-lender who was assured of pajment of the 
dues The MimsUr, in his reply, assured the House that all constnlctne 
siiggpssions offered nould be considered in the select committee This cCncliidcd 
the fiist reading of the Bill which was referred to a select commitec Tlie House 
then adjournei tul the next day the Cth Apnl, 'sshen after considering Bills 
one to amend the Abkart Act and the other to amend the Mumctpal Bormighs 
pissed through all the three readings, the Assembly adiourned 
till Tuesday next, the 11th Apnl 

Non-officiaI/ Eesolutions 


11th A 12th APRIL — ^The House discussed non official resolutions on these 
days On the 11th, a resolution moied by Mrs Afunsht recommending to the 
Goi eminent that a uniform set of text boohs should be prescribed for adoption bv 
all icgistered schools in the proMnee, occupied the uhole day The Prime Mtmstrr- 
assured the House that the Goicrnment were consideiing the matter and tlie sug-^ 
gestion advanced in the couise of the debate would lecene his nttcntion On this 
assurance the mo\er uithdiew the resolution There uas a prolong^ debate in tlic 
House, uhich uas earned in many languages which the members found it difficult to 
follou Next day, the 12th April another non-official resolution suggested to 
the Goiernmcnt that requisite amendments should be made in the Bombay Legisla- 
ture Members’ fcalanes and Allow ances Act so as to requite members to attend 
meetings of the House on at least thiee fouiths of the number of days on winch 
the House sat and disentitling any member to leceue any salary in case ^ 
failuie to do so The Premier opposed the motion, though he «aid he w os ’ 411 
sympathy with its object He thought that the sense of responsibility of the 
members and the opinion of their constituencies should be adequate checin ‘to 
absenteeism The motion was withdiawn and the House adjourned ^ „ 

Hindu Bigamous Map bi ages ppevi2.tion Biel ' * , 

ISth APRIL —Mrs Ltlavatt J/nnsAt introduced a Bill to day to pioudc foi (lip 
pievcntion of bigamous maniagcs among Hindus in the piovincc The Bill sought 
to declare a bigamous mairiage \oid and to penalise parties to such a marriagc,- 
The statement of objects and reasons lan thus— It is tune Hindu society lo»ilid 
up to the necessity of moving with the times Hmdu society is now sufficiently 
advanced for the introduction of such a measure If the women haic to ho 
laised to a status of equality with men, the institution of polygamy, which more 
01 less treats women as chattel, should be abolished Mrs Lilavah Munuln decla- 
red that often the leasons adcanced for a second marriage were punk The 
morel dwelt on the utter hclpkasness of women in such cases the mainages 
taking place in disregaid of the feelings of the women eoncemed Mis Munshi did 
not accept the new that a law allowing divorce should piecede this legislation f-o 
long as women weie constrained to monogamy, men had no light to complain if 
the law was made lecipiocal A Muslim Member, Mr Ahrza, said that the Bill 
would piore to be the Magna Caita of Hindu women Rao Bahadur Chitale and 
Ml Phadke opposed the Bill The hon Mr K Af Afunsht argued that it was 
high lime social legislation was undertaken in this behalf That the Mithaksbaia 
said otherwise many yeais back, could not be an argument foi shelling legislation 
calculated to adiance Hindu society The motion for first reading haung been 
earned, the Bill was ciiculated to elicit public opinion, a time-limit of tlirce 
months being fixeci 

Hindu MARruGES Dissolution Biil 


14lh APRIL — A measure to provide for the dissolution and nulliti of 
maniagcs among Hindus was introduced to dav The Bill piondcd for three kinds of 
remedies, dissolution, declaration of nullity, or judicial sepal ation “according to the 
seriousness and needs of the situation” and the the remedies aiailable at the instance «f 
either party to amaniage The statement of objects and reasons says TIic c\il results 
of the lack of provision in Hmdu society for dnorce arc apjnrcnt iiithetlaiK 
repoits of suicides, murdeis, and elopements of Hindu women In each of such 
case, the iigidity of the mamage institution has been responsible for the result 
Ml B B Lala (Congiess), commending the Bill to the consideration of the 
House, obseiied that Hindu women had stood shoulder to shoulder with men 
in the Civil Disobedience davs and they had been taught to think 111 terms of 
freedom and equality While ideas of life and the mode of thinking were under- 
going rapid tiansfoiination in the Indian society to day, Hindu society to 

move with the times Mi B Patel, while suppoiting the principle of the Bill 
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as a ■wbole, objected to some of tbe clauses as being too partial to ■women 
The hon Mr Munshi stated that the Bill -was a revolutionary one, and could 
not be dealt -with lightly An obstacle to the Bill, he said *uas the general 
feeling of prejudice against divorce amongst the Hindu community He put for- 
■ward,<the plea that Hindus should not be subjected to tbe misery and sordid- 
ness of modem divorce legislation Mr Alt Bahadur Khan said ‘that the Bdl 
marked p step forvrardin the light direction and that -women should be given 
a flee right to divorce if they pleased.” The motion for first reading of the Bill 
was carried and the Bill was circulated for pubhc opinion 

The Shop Assistaxts Bile 

17th to ISth APRIL — ^Mr B G. Kher, the Premier introduced to-day the Shop 
Assistants Bill The measure sought to regulate the hours of work m "shop, com- 
mercial house,-, theatres and other establishments The mam features of the Bill 
were aeceptancer’^of' 9 o’clock as the closing hour in tbe night and the fismg of 
the'spread-ovec^^and the minimum and maximum hours of work. The general 
‘principle of grantmg one holiday for every six working days was also 
accepted The felaetment proiided 'that children should not be em'ployed in the 
establishments cofitemplated by the Act, and young persons were aliened to 
work dunng day time only The Prem er introd'ucting the Bill, said that this 

'ivita another measure in the direction of social advancement, and he hoped it 

woidd retell e the "substantial, if not unanimous support of the House, quite 
linhke the Industrial Disputes- Bill The Premier ai erred that the mquines 
conducted by the Government Labour Ofiice justified the step, and that the 
trend of general popular opinion had been ascertained to be unanimously in 
faiSur of the 'Bill Next da\, the TSth April, fairlv unanimous support was 
accorded to the prmciples of the Bill, dunng the debate on the motion for 
first reading In the ^course of his speech. Sir Jamnadas Mehta pomted out 

that "such a measure should be accompanied by legislation fixmg a mmimum 

wage. Otherwi^ he thought, the benefit sought to be conferred on the shop 
assistants by the Bill, -tvould be more thair counterbalanced by other factors 
The Premier did not -think that that aspect of the question could be considered 
at this stas:& The Bill was referred to a select committee Next day, the 

19th April, the Assembly passed a Bill remonng the disqualification from mem- 
bership of the municipality of those havmg undergone impnsonment, provided 
no moral turpitude was involved in such imprisonment 
’ : " PBtZE Competitioss Bnn - 

20tli APRIL * — ^The Emance Minister, the hon Sir A B Lattke mtroduced 
to-day the Bdl to regulate and lew a tax on prize competitions m the 

■jn ounce. The Pnie Competition Tax Bdl, obsened j£r Latthe, was notmtended 
to decide the desirability or otherwise of lotteries Ethics apart, it was but a 
measure of taxation, proposed at the time of the budget speech The funds 

were necessary for enforcing Prohibition The Bdl proposed to levy a tax of 

12i per cent' of the total sum received by the promoter in respect of such 

compe'^itions and the Bdl provided for -■ a system of licences The Finance 

hlinis^er made it clear that the proviaons affected only prize competitions held 

and conducted -within the presidency The Leader qf the Oppostiton opposed 

the Bill, as he thought that by this legislation the Government was givmg these 
competitions a law and status so far denied to them He declared that lotte- 
ries and competitions were as bad as the dnnk eviL The Asscmblj then passed 
the three readings of the Bdl which was next passed Motions to have the 
measure circulated or referred to a select committee were rejected 

Discussios OF Offigul Biles 

aist APRIL —The Assembly passed to-day aU the three readings of the Bill to 
restrict tnerease of the rents of premises m urban areas oivmg to the new 
imposition of the Urban Immovable Property Tax, without a division 
A B'll to amend the Land hetenue Code, laying do-wn the pnnciples of assess- 
ment of land revenue, was read for die first time and referred to a select 
committee. The House agreed to the amendments passed by the Upper House to 
the Village Panchayats Bill 

^ V A ' SePABATIOX^OF JCDICIABY FROM EsECHTIVE 

22nd.- APRIL — Sir Alt Mohamed Khan Behlavt, Leader of the 

,^pp<Sition, mov^ a resolution to-day urging on the Government the need for the 
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•sepir-ition of the Judiciary from the E'tecutive He said that the principle 
of the motion had been accepted by all sections of opinion in the countij The 
Congress, aihich had staited an agitation in this matter, had now assumed charge 
of the administration, and he felt therefore that the pnnciple should be Iram'c- 
diatly put into effect He was rather surprised to note that the Congress Goiern- 
ments in the different provinces had not spoken with one voice on the subject All 
sections of the House expressed themselves in favour of the motion 

The Home Jlmistcr, Mi K M Munsht, replying, said that the Govcinmcnt 
considered the refo'-m as necessary, urgent and fundamental The Government had 
investigted the incidence of the reform and had found that the scheme vouhl 
involve a reshuffling of the district and taluka services Such a reshuffling the 
Government considered, would unsettle the district administrative macliinorj, wliu.!] 
oil account of the responsibilities thrown on them in giving effe?G to the Kefornt 
measures undeitaken by the Government had to be maintamed intact llie 
appointment of a number of new Subordinate Judges and the transfer of judicial 
matters to them fiom the files of the Jlagistrates would solve the qiiastion, 
But the effect of such a measuie on the finances ruled it out Tlie Govern* 
ment could only proceed by stages, and steps were being taken to transfci 
magisterial work as fai as possible to Subordinate Judges^ The motion was 
talked out, as on non-offlcial motions on the last day of a session voting was not 
allowed in view of the new rules framed The Budget session thus concluded 
and the House adjourned sine die 


Proceedings of the Bombay Council 

Budget Session— Bombay— 16th February to 24th April 1939 

Budget FOR 1939-40 

The Budget Session of the Council commenced onthelCth February 1939, when 
Ml A B Latthe, the Finance Minister nrescnting the Budget for 1939 10 sinl — 
“Ihe Budget for the next year presentca to the Assembly has been described liy 
some as levolutionary and others as a ‘bombshell’, but I do not sec revolution in any 
part of it” If revolution meant only change, he admitted the Budget was revolu- 
tionary The Cabinet he added, had for the last two years felt that they were mov- 
ing slow with their programme and now, if they tned to take a few steps forward, 
the change could not be considered a violent one The Minister recalled how they 
had committed themselves to a policy of piohibition It could not be said that the 
public thought that only pious wishes were being expressed by the Government 
While he would invite constructive criticism and suggestions for raising funds 
necessary for carrying out their progiamme, the Mmistei would emphasise that 
taxa ion, in their opinion, could not be levied for a greater purpose than prohibition 

Ofticial Bills Passed 

After the presentation of the Budget, the Couneil passed all the three readings 
of the three Bills which had been passed by the Assembly earlier in the current 
session, namely, the Bills to amend the Bombay Small Holders' lidicf Act, the 
District Police Act and the Weights and Measures Act The Council then adjourned 
till the 24tU February when the propiiety of issuing press summaiies of-icrorts or 
other Government documents unaccompanied by the full text was sought to be 
raised by an adjournment motion The motion related to the release b\ the Director 
of Information of a picss summary of the report of the Committee which inquired 
into the disturbances on November 7, when a demonstration against the Industrial 
Disputes Bill resulted in fmng on the stnkers Mr S C Joshi, moving the adjo- 
urnment, stated that the press summary of the report of the cor^ittce w^is issued 
to the press and public, as also to the membcis of the Counm on Pebruay 3, where- 
as the full text was not available foi a fortnight more It was argued that the 
publication of this summary on the eve of the municipal elections vvas psvchQlo^i.ai 
This was the first time that municipal elections were being contested on party Imes, 
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and the report -n-as concerned -with the issue as to nrhich of the two parties was 
responsible for the disturbances on the strike day If the public had the Ml report 
before them they could hare judged for themselves The Home Minister opposing 
the motion said that there was no allegation that the press summary was inadequate 
A misleading report m the local papers necessitated the issue of correct report to 
avoid the pivblic speculating on the news Besides, it had been the policy of the 
Goiemment to issue summaries before the full text was available, as it helped to 
prevent the press from making any speculation on the contents The press in 
BimbaV was a democratic press The motion was defeated by 15 lotes to 6 

Gesehal Disctjssio:; of Budget 

24th & 25tli FEBRUARY — Bombay’s Budget propos-'l were discussed for 
these two days Prof C S Mahajam while^welcoming the rural uplift and 
educational policies of the Government, criticized their taxation projosals, which, 
he thought, would lead to economic and financial disaster The tax on 
urban immovable property seemed to him most objectionable He wanted to know 
why Goi ernment had singled out a particular class of landlords for this taxation 
Seieral members participated m the debate and strong condemnation of the 
Gp^ernment’s taxation proposals and policy with regaid to prohibition was voiced 
Mr A B Latthe, Finance Jlinister, replying to the debate, said that the big 
industrialists and nch people should put their hands deeper into their pockets 
to alienate the distress of the poor Dx M D Gilder, Excise Slmistcr, 
defendihg the Goiernment’s prohibition policy, asserted that prohibition would 
lead to an improi'ement of the lot of the poor people 

Bak os Liquor Advebtisemejtts 

27th M\RCH — ^Liquor advertisements will be taboo in Bombay very shortly 
ami neces‘-ai 7 legislation in this behalf on the lines of that obtaining m Madras, 
was passed to-day by the Council 

InsoLVEScv Law Amexd Bill 

, i 28th MARCH —The House took up for consideration and passed to-day 
the Government Bill to amend the insolvency law in the province. The Premier, 
monng that the Bill be taken into consideration, explained that the object of 
the Bill was to give a nght to the judgment credifor to have his judgment- 
debtor adjudged insolvent for non-payment of the judgment debt'v,ufun a reasona- 
ble time after semce of notice on him without undergomg the extra expense 
and trouble of taking execution proceedings 

Charge Expekditure & Sates Tax Bill 

5th APRIL —The House met to-day for a short time and passed the 
three readings of the Bombay Charged Expenditure Bill, and the first two 
readings of the Sales Tax Bill, as passed by the Assembly The Council 
was prorogued on the "24111 April 
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Proceedings of the U. P. Assembly 

Session — Lucknow — 3rd January to 21st February 1939 

The H P Tenancy Bill 

The U P Legislative Assembly re-assembled after the X’mas holidays on the 
3rd January 1939 and resumed consideiation of the Tenancy Bill It passed Clause 
21 yhich specified ivhat classes of tenants would enjoy heieditray light Only one 
diafting amendment, moved by Mr Phool Stvgh (ConpessiteX was accepted by the 
Government and most otheis, emanating from the O/iposrieon-benches, weie opposed 
and rejected by the House Theie was one division in the course of the day— on an 
amendment seeking to confer heieditary rights on sub-tenants _of tenants-m-chief 
whose holding exceed 20 acies of land It was negatived by 75 votes to 19 An 
amendment urging that sub-tenants of fixed late tenants should also acqmie heredi- 
tary rights if they weie in possession foi a cotmuous peiiod of five years at the 
commencement of this Act, was moved and withdiawn by Kunwar btr Maharaj 
Singh Another amendment, which was also withdiawn, was moved by the Nawab of 
Chhatari It provided that hereditary nghts should be conferred if a tenant had 
paid his rent in full foi three yeais continually to the landlord In supporting this 
amendment, Nawab Sir Muhammad Yusuf warned the Government tnat the next 
three years would be critical years foi the Government as the process of ejectment 
proposed in the Bill would fie so ineffective and woithless that zamindars would 
never be able to realize then rents Next day, the 4th January, Clauses 22 to 29 of the 
Bill M ere passed and nearly 50 amendments on the order paper m ere disposed of 
The Opposition fought hard to prevent the accrual of hereditary rights in lands 
situated m a municipality, notified oi town area as well as m lands owned br any 
educational institution, but then amendments were rejected bj the House Simi- 
larly, the House negatived two other amendments moved against hereditary rights 
accmmg m uneconomic holdings In the afternoon an amendment was moved by the 
Goremment which the Retenne Mimister described as an enabling clause m connec- 
tion with the sale of a tenant’s holding for the arieais of rent He promised to 

§ lace the Government’s proposals on this matter before the House in two or three 
ays and added that it was contemplated that land should revert to the origmal 
tenant after an mtenal of four or five years dunng which period the auction-pur- 
chaser would have realized his outlay Next day, the 5th January, only two clauses 
relating to succession of tenants could be disposed Muslim League members, one 
and all, wanted Muslim, personal law to ^ply to Muslim tenancies and thej threaten- 
ed that if this wasmot agreed to fiy the Government, this would be one of the char- 
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ges against the Congress Government of the province showing that the Govemmcmt 
"Was causing midship to Muslims The J/tntsfer succeeded m iinnervjng the 

opposition by stating hon Muslims outside the Assemblj Chamber did not ivnnt 
Muslim peisonal law to apply to tenancy and quoted from the reports of the commitlfcs 
appointed on the subject in 1901 and 1926, which had Muslim majoiitics and which 
opposed the proposal He also quoted the opinions leceived by the Goiernmenfc 
on the Bill not only fiom Muslims in gcneial but eien from seieral Sluslim i 
Leagues and members of those bodies All of them had been published and supplif^ 
to members and weie opposed to the Bhanat law being applied to tenancies 
Anumbei of amendments were made in the table of succession, gi\ ingnghts of 
succession to step-motheis, grandfathers of deceased tenants and confining thctc 
nghts to unmairied daughters and to widows so long as thej did not remany 
Begum Habtbullah and Begum Shahid Hussain strongly criticised the Goienimcnt for 
trying to curtail the lights of women, but the Government’s contention was that thev 
had drawn up the table m the best interests of agiiculture and in older to prcicnt 
fragmentation of holdings Thiee dnisions weie claimed by the Opposition to daw— 
twice on amendments and once on the adoption of the whole of Clause 30 All 
were defeated by laige majorities Next day, the 6th January the j^puse made rapid 
progress and finished consideration of Clauses 32 33 and 34 Mr A P Jam, Parliamen- 
tary Becietarv to the Bevenue Ministei, moied four amendments to Clause 32, which 
dealt with succession to women holding inheiited inteiest These amendments he said, 
were consequential on the changes made m the table of succession in an cailier clause 
The amendments weie accepted Cei tarn other consequential and ipibal amendments 
to clause 33 moved by the Goieinment were also accepted by, the Hoiis^ Tins 
clause dealt with the question of succession to women tenants, other than those 
mentioned in the pi eiious clause Claue 35, lelating to the nghts of tenants to sub- 
let holdings, was taken into consideiation Raja Buheshuar Dayal Seth raovci m 
amendment to the effect that a tenant could sublet a holding otherwise than ■mAcptir- 
dancewith the provisions of this Act, with the consent of the zamindar Xiiearaeni- 
ment also piovided that no subtenant should acquire or enjoy any lights m a holding 
in excess of the rights held by the tenant-in-chief The Goveinment opposed the 
amendment, which was rejected The Baja of Tirtua moved that a tenant and a sub- 
tenant should be jointly and seveially liable foi rent due from a tenant to the land- 
lord This amendment was also opposed by the Goieinment and was rejected and 
Clause 35 was passed without amendment Dunng discussion of Clause 30, Baja 
Btsheshwar Dayal Seth moved an amendment, icstiicting the sub letting of a bolding 
to a period of two jeais instead of five, as provided in the Bill Mi Shaukat Ah 
moved that the period be fhiee yeais instead of five Both amendments wercrtjcc- 
ted and Clause 36 w as adopted with minoi official amendments Baja Bisheshuar 
JDagal Seth moved an amendment to Clause 37 to make it cleai that a tenant should 
sub-let hiB holding at the commencement of the agiicultuial year only The amend- 
ment also laid down the piovision that before a holding was sub-let, the tenant should, 
by a notice m wilting to the landholder, infoim him lof the address of the jiro- 
posed sub tenant, thenumbeiof plots pioposed to be sub-let and the rent pavable 
for such sub-leaSe before the commencement of tht> agncultural year- The amendment 
was negatived and Clause 37 was passed Baja Btsheshwar Dayal Seth’s motion to 
add a new clause to the Bill was rejected Clauses 39 and 40 were passed with minor 
official amendments and Clause 41 was passed without amendments At this stage, 
the House adjourned until Monday, the 9th January, when it passed clauses 43, 41 
and 45 dealing with the extinction and division of tenancies and the exchange of 
land A very lengthy amendment was moved by Baja Bisheshuar Dayal Seth 
foi letention of the landloid’s right to aequiie a holamg for agncultural devcloiracnt 
and such other purposes as electing mills or factones after pavmeiit of corapen^ation 
The amendment was stiongly opposed by the Goveinment on the grotinds that 
it would take away the lights sought to be conferred ujon tlie tenants bv this 
Bill andfurthei that this privilege had been grossly abused m the past The amend- 
ment was rejected by the House Next day, the 10th Jannarj, the Asscmblv passed 
no less than 10 clauses after disposing of neaily 50 amendments The Bill made no 
piousion foi the consolidation of holmngs and three amendments were jmoved from 
the Opposition benches to provide for it The Goverament who intended to introduce 
a sepaiate bill to piomote the consolidation of holdings both of zaminuars and 
tenants accepted the spint of one of these amendments and moved a coinpreheu'avji. 
amendment of their own which the House adopted Otn^ two amendments were* 
vigorously opposed on the giound that they sought to benefit the Zamintlars and not 
the tenants and the consolidation of holdings was equally necessary for tenants as 
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fhfiir holdings -vrere subject to fragmentation in a far greater degree The 
amendment accepted by the House provided for consolidation to a limited 
,,^tent and did not obviate the necessity of a separate bill on the subject 
Hext day, the 11th January, Raja Btsheshuar Dayal Seth moved an amendment 
to Clause 59 sub-clause (2) providmg that there should be a general provision that 
tenants should be entitled to make improvements in land if they had obtamed the 
permission of the landlord The amendment rvas rejected An interestmg amend- 
n^nhto the same sub-clause rvas moved by Nawab Sir Mahomed Yusuf It sought 
to makfe absolutelj clear that unless the custom referred to in this clause ivas a 
recorded leustom, or unless the consent of the zamindar ivas obtamed, the occupancy 
tenant or es-piopnetary tenant would not be entitled to the benefits conferred by 
this Section The amendment was rejected and Clause 51 was passed The House 
took up Clause 59 relating to improvements to land by occupancy tenants ilr 
Miibashtr Hussain Kidwai moved an amendment to add that the improvement shall 
;.be one rGuch the landholder himself was competent to make. The amendment was 
rejected. Clause 59 (A) was then passed with a verbal amendment proposed by jlr 
Ishag Khali:, In Clause 60, dealmg with restrictions, Baja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth 
moved an amHidment that no improvement would be made, which might render the 
- _ land^ unfit for ■Qie purpose for which it was given The amendment was withdrawn 
Clause 60" was passed with a i erbal amendment proposed by hlr Mubashtr Hussain 
Kidicai. Clause 61, making a tenant hable for full rent in cases of improvement, was 
paf^Si^ithoui' -discussion Clause 62 empowered the tenant to apply to the Assistant 
Gollt^i|jfei^ermission to make an improvement was refused by a landlord Mr 
Bisheshwht’-Jpayal^ Seth moved for its deletion The amendment was rejected Sub- 
clauseB«(2)^fid ^)' were deleted on the motion of Mr A P, Jain and Clause 52 
was p'^^i Raja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth moved an amendment to Clause 63 
relatmr^o the right of landholders to make an improvement The amendment 
wa§ Isext day, the 12th January Mr A P Jain, Parliamentary Secretary, 

moved RS. amendment deletmg sub-clauses (3) and (4) Clause 63, which desdt with 
, fhe I'andholdas to make improvements These two sub-clauses enabled 

the AfB'istunt Collector to grant or rduse permission to make improvements in a 
'case-"\fnere the tenant had r^sed to give the landlord his wntten consent The 
amendment was opposed on legal grounds by Mr Ishaq Khan Mr Jaffer Hussain, 
^Tawab Sir Mahomed Yusuf, 3ur, Tahir Hussain, Baja Btshestiar Dayal Seth, Sir 
'Aziz Ahmed and Sir Munfait Ah The amendment was passed by 90 votes to 31 
The House passed Sir A P Jam’s amendment, substituting a new clause for Clause 
C3 (a) and rejected the amendment for its deletion moved by Raja Bisheshwar Dayal 
Seth Sir. Mubashtr Hussain Kidwai moved an amendment urgmg that permission 
be refused for any work costmg more than five times the annual rental of the land 
The amendment was withdrawn Sir Bizwanullah moved an amendment to Clause 
64 urgmg that the tenant should not be entitled to compensation for improvements 
made after the c-ause of action for a suit or notice had begun The amendment was 
withdrawn Baja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth moved another amendment agamst the 
tenant bang entitled to compensation for improvements made" even -withm three 
months pnor to service of summons or notica He said he wanted to prevent fraud 
The House accepted Sir Ishaq Khan’s amendment that a tenant should not be 
entitled to compensation for improvements made after the date of mstitution of a 
suit or m-’king of apphcation for I'sue of notice. Baja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth 
■withdrew his amendment Clause 64 was then adopted Sir A P Jam moved two 
amendments to Clause 63, dealmg -with compensation for buildings when erected 
-without the landholder’s consent, to the efiect that the tenant be entitled to sell such 
buildings before the date of delivery of possession or before some later date with the 
peimission of a court Baja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth sought to add another proviso 
that the tenant from whom any arrear of rent was due to the landholders should 
not be-entitled to remove the materials until he had discharged the arrear due When 
the Government made no replv, the Eaja complamed that the Government had made 
up their mind not to discuss the various suggestions made by the Opposition 
benches The amendment vas rejected and Sir Jams amendment was adopted 
Hext dav, the 13th January, the House accepted an amendment moved by Mr 
1 A P, Jail}, Parliamentary 'Secretary, to Clause 69 The amendment laid doim 
conditihns for the transfer of right of improvements m the land made by a tenant, m 
^ase it -was sold for arrears of rent Clause 69 (Al, -with certain verbM changes to 
^rlna ft mto Ime with previous Clauses which had been amended, was then passed 
*Mr Fazlur fiahman Khan and the Nawab of Chhatan opposed the amendment 
The latter urged that there must be some limit to the fickle-mindedness of the 
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Government He ronsidered that the only principle involved in the proposed change 
■\^as an attempt to harm both zamindais and tenants He asseited that if the ameild- 
ment was passed, it would cause breaches of the peace between the tenants themselves 
in the rural areas Instead of being a blessing the Bill had become a curse Tlie 
amendment was adopted Raja Btsheshwar Dayal Set/i next moved an amendment, 
deleting Sub Clause 71 (b) the effect of which was to take away the tenant’s lights 
in scattered tiees on his holding which had been in his possession foi the last ten 
years The amendment was lejected Mi A P Jam moved a number of iimenft- * 
ments to Section 72, the object of which was to piovide facilities to tenants foi the 
surrender of their holdings The Clause, as amended, was passed An amendment 
by Mr Ishaq Khan to feection 73 sought to raise the peiiod from fifteen dijs to one 
month during which & holding could be surrendered after a deciee for the enhance 
ment of rent had been passed The amendment vvas accepted by Mi Jain Four more 
clauses weie passed before the House adjourned till Monday next, the 160i^ Janiiarj, 
when fifteen clauses (78 to 93) were passed Most of them i elated to the deteimin- 
ation and modification of rent and weie passed with little or no variation 
That the order of remission or suspension of rent passed by the Govern- 
ment for natural calamities should be open to be question^ in civil or 
revenue court was the object of an amendment moved in the afternoon by 
au Independent Party membei The amendment was opposed not only by the 
Government, but also by the Muslim League party It was pointed out In^.fhe 
Revenue Minister that it did not pieclude anybony from seeking redress m tW^urt 
if the Government acted against the provisions of t)ie Bill During the cigfSc hi dis- 
cussions, it was announced by Mr A P Jam, pailiamentarv seciCtanv thAt the 
Government did not propose to do away with ejectment clauses but -tbev^dill;! make 
alternative proposals regarding sale by auction and the exact proposals will ,wFominn- 
nioated to the House Next day, the 17th January, the demand of tlii^^pslim 
League party for the application of personal law under the provisions of tlipJsiI vras 
partially conceded by the Government, when they moved an amendment" to cliptsp l(i, 
that on the death of the str-holdei the Sir right shall not devolve except accord- 
ance with the personal law to which the deceased vvas subject A Musliip J^aguen 
with, a view to clarifying the position sought to add an explanation to the clause 
that the law in the case of the Muslims shall mean the Shaiiat law of inherit incq; 
This amendment, however was not pressed in view of the able exposition bv a 
lawyei membei, Chaudkri Haider Husain, that thepeisonal law could not but mean 
Hindu law in the case of the Hindus and Muhammadan law in the case of Muslims 
The concession made by the Government to the Muslim sentiment was higliK appie- 
ciated by the Muslim League party, but caused some flutter among the tuuqdarB, 
Their spokesman, Raja Btsheshar Dayal Seth lost no time in moving another amend- 
ment that the personal law made applicable to sir holders should not applj ni cases 
governed by Act I of 1869 In othei words, the Baja wanted that the sir of the 
taluqdars should be governed by the taluqdaii law of succession 'Ine amendment 
did not find favour wath the House The consideration of clauses ten and twelve which 
had been postponed at the request of the Government was resimcd todaj, and they 
were passed The Government stoutly resisted two Opposition amendments to section 
94, that the court fee m surts relating to variation of rent should not exceed Rs 10 
and Es 15 respectively Then point of view was that such a limit would not help 
the tenants at all in their existing circumstances, but would, on the contra y en- 
courage the zamindars to institute suits for enhancement of rent in the whole village 
The amendments were rejected by the House Next day, the 18th January a most 
controversial amendment was debated relating to Clause 101 on the duration of 
rent rates 'A. proviso to the Clause provides that the Provincial Government mav 
order revision of rent in case of a nse or fall in puces Further, it provides that the 
Government may postpone revision on ground of administrative convenience uhe 
amendment was rejected by 27 to 83 votes Several other amendments aiming to 
reduce the peiiod after which revision might take pHce were rcjCcted and 
Clause 101 w as passed Six amendments relating to Clause 120 (1) were then taken 
up The Government accepted two amendments moved bj the C/pjKisition One 
related to the approval of the Legislature before appointing an oilmer to levise rent 
and revenue in emergencies and the other to the deletion of Clause JtL (1) (D) 
giving power to an officer to commute produce rents into inonej rents Clause 
102 (1) was passed and the A-isembly adjourned till the IJffi Janu^, when 
Mr Tahir Hossain (Muslim League) moved an amendment providing that 
the appeal against the order of an officer, appointed under ,-^tion 1C_, fixing, 
abating, enhancing or commuting rent should he with the Disthct Judge and not 
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-with the Commissioner The amendment was rejected The House also rejected 
Jtaja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth’s amendment seeking to provide that second appeal 
should lie to the Poard of Eevenue in connection with the revision of rent and 
revenue in cases of emergency Mi Ishaq Khan moied for the deletion of the 
proMSO that no order under this Section should he questioned in any civil or leienue 
court, with a view to checking the misuse of the powers conferred on the Goiern- 
nrent The amendment was rejected The House passed Clause ia3 and the next 
two clauses without much discussion Clause 103, which was next taken up, evoked 
considerable discussion Mi A P Jam moved six amendments, all of which were of 
minor importance, except the one to sub-clause 103 (2) (d) that the valuation of 
holdings of hereditary tenants at the pioposed rates does not exceed one-fifth of the 
value of the produce A member of the Independent Party moved an amendment 
to sub-clause (d) that nine-twentieth be substituted for one-fifth He also moied 
the deletion of sub-clause (e) All ofiicial amendments were accepted and the others 
were rejected Raja Bisheshwar Dayal Seth moved an amendment to the efiect that 
the rent agreed to by tenants who were admitted to holdings in or between 1304 and 
1313 faslis should not form the basis of rent rates By another amendment, the 
Eaja wanted -to omit the ratio of one-fifth (of rent to produce) for purposes of rent 
fixation The Nawab of Chhatari moved an amendment to the same sub-clause 
for excluding the period between 1304 and 1308 faslis Nawab Sir M Yusuf 
moved another amendment to the same sub-clause that rent should be fixed 
at iioL less than one-fifth and not more than one-thiid of the produce 
Mr E. Jam opposed all the amendments, which were rejected The Assembly 
then adjourned till Monday next, the 23rd January, when eight 
more clauses were passed Owing to strong and unanimous opposition on the 
part of members not belonging to the Congress Party, Government were obliged to 
withdraw the amendment to clause 103, which m some way countenanced the exis- 
ting, miquitous arrangement, whereby some of the tenants belonging to higher castes 
, enjoy a privileged position in the matter of payment of rent The Government 
amendment which sought gradually to eliminate such caste pniileges required the 
rent rate officer to record the extent to which, in any village, any class of person 
held land at a favourable rate or rent, and the extent to which, in their application 
to suits for enhancement of rent of the members of such class, the rent rates should 
be modified on this account Nawab Sir Mohammad Yusuf, in opposing the amend- 
ment said, Tt IS staggering that a Democratic Government should make bold to come 
forward with such a pieposteious proposal ’ The members of the scheduled castes 
appealed to the Government to withdraw the amendment as it sought to peipetute m 
statute the existing distinction between them and the higher castes The Nawab 
of Chhatari pointedly drew Governments attention to the fact that such a provision 
contained in the original Bill had been omitted by the select commitee The zamindar 
members stionly urged, in connection with section 115, that rent should be liable to 
enhancement when the productive powers of land were increased by fluvial action or 
by any other cause They stressed that by refusing to accept then plea, the Govern- 
ment Ignored their just claim The amendment moved with this object was opposed 
by Government and rejected by the House Next day, the 24th January, the Assem- 
bly passed ten clauses and postponed the consideration of one at the request of the 
Revenue Minister One of the clauses renders void and illegal the demands made 
by zamindars from tenants It says that all fees, charges or impositions upon tenan- 
ts under the denomination of abwab, zatd matalba, hart, begar or other like appela- 
tions ih addition to rent oi sayar, if any payable, should be illegal and unenforce- 
able in a court of law The zamindar ’s viewpoint found expression in a speech 
made by Raja Bisheshwar Dayal 5'et/i, who said that the clause as drafted amounted 
to an expropnation of the zamindars’ rights and nothing else He said that the 
zamindars were entitled to get certain dues from then tenants and Government was 
not at all justified in abolishing the rights hitherto enjoyed by the zammdais He 
moved an amendment making an exception in the case of dues covered by a contract 
or custom' The Nawab of Chhataii mored another amendment that all unrecorded 
demands should be rendered void The House rejected both the amendments and 
earned the amendment mor ed by Mr A P Jam making nazrana also illegal Clause 
129 was under consideration when the House adjourned till the 6th February when 
the Bill did not make much headway Only two clauses were passed and the considera- 
tion of eight clauses in chapter VII was postponed at the request of the Gor ernment 
m order to enable them to redraft the clauses Next day, the 7th February, twelre 
clauses were passed One of them prohibits arrest or detention of a tenant for arrears 
of rent An amendment for the deletion of the clause moved by a member of the 
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Independent party was opposed both by the Government as well as the Opposition 
paities aim it was in the end vithdiawn The landlord members expressed the hope 
that the Goiemment would also prohibit the arrest and detention or ramindars for 
aiieais of land leieniie That distraint should not lie one of the methods for the 
recovery of aiTears of rent was the object of a Goiemment amendment, which the 
landlord members stiongly opposed Their mam criticism was that in the select 
committee the Government had agreed to this provision, but now for Eome,m\sto- 
nous reason they wanted to take a somersault and deprne the zamindars of this 
easy method of realizing then auears of rent how the tenants Nawab Yusuf said 
that the Congress Goieinment seemed to change with the change of the wind and 
had no settled principles on anything The Nawab of Chhatari declared tint 
it would be a mistake to lemove the piovision relating to diatiaint altogether, and 
by doing so the Government would be giving no protection to the tenant Hie 
Assembly today passed clause 150 Next day, the 8th February, the House accepted 
an impoitant amendment moved by Ml A P /aw to Clause 151 The amendment 
empowers the Government to recover arrears of rent from tenants, in the case of a 

f eneial refusal, as aiTeais of land revenue Another impoitant amendment, moved 
y Mr Krishnananda Khare vests ceitain power in the Colleotoi in case of "a dispute 
between co tenants which is likely to cause a bieach of the peace 0 £ wltcrc the 
zamindais have realised illegal demands, the Colleetor, in such cases, will take /he 
areas under his management and will pay the profit to the peisons entitled ^to it 
after deducting the cost Mi A P /aw, Pailumentary Secretaiy, moved a^ether 
amendment to the above amendment At the request of the Opposition consideration 
of both the amendments was postponed The Minister for Retenue moved the deletion 
of Chapter Eight, dealing with distraint for lecovery of arrears of lent The deletion 
of Chapter Eight from the Tenancy Bill vvill do away with 29 clauses, 223 amend- 
ments and contentious provisions A number of Congressmen participated in the 
debate The Opposition benches vehemently opposed the motion and luged that the 
chapter contained a wholesome provision to deal with recalcitrant and habitual defa- 
ulters among the tenants Nawab Mahomed Yusuf complained of the Government’s 
V acillation, as they now wanted deletion of what they had agreed to in the Select 
Committee The motion was adopted Thereafter the House passed Clauses 178 and 
179 befoie adjourning till the next day, the 9th February, when after passing certain 
le-drafted clauses relating to deposit of lent in the tahsildar’s court and its disposal 
bainng of suits against anything done regarding the deposit, and the deposit of 
rent in couit during the pendency of a suit, the consideration of which had been 
previously postponed, the Assembly devoted the rest of the day to the discussion of a 
single contentious clause, which the Government have now brought foiward with a view 
to enable the collector of a distiict to take charge of the village, mahal or portion 
thereof, and retain it under his own management, if after holding a suitable enquiry 
he was satisfied that any hardship was caused to the tenants due to a dispute between 
co-sharers regarding their rights, or the realization of illegal charges, habitual refu- 
sal of grant of receipts for the lent or sayar, or acts of oppression by the landlord, 
under-propiietoi, permanent lessee or thekadai The landloid members vigorously 
opposed this clause which was chaiacteiized as the most obnoxious and the most 
poisonous by Raja Bisheshwar Dayal lhat it was a repiessive measure brought by 
the back door to be used against their political opponents, who had courage to onpo 
se the Congress candidates dunng elections, was the view expressed bv Mr Zahiruddtn 
Faruqt A large number of amendments moved by the Opposition members, most 
of which were opposed by the Government, weie rejected by the House three 
amendments weie, liowevei, accepted Their effect was to enable the collector to 
manage the property acquired by him under this clause for a penocl not evening 
two years, as the piovmcial Government might direct, and return the suiailus to the 
pioper person after deducting the amount of land revenue due Further the haraship 
caused to peisons other than the tenants in the village vvould be no ground for the 
collector for taking over the management of the village. Lext dav, the lOUi February, 
began with a senes of reverses foi the zamindars and they were unable to convince 
the Government of the justice of then claims for the r^lization of arrears of rent 
even when the tenant was ejected The House passed clause 181 accordmg to 
arrears of lent are deemed to be satisfied when the tenant is ej^t^ from he whole 
or any portion of his holdings The Government, however partialh actejh^ an 
amendment moved by a 7Iuslim i.eaguer in ’^espiwt of ckusc 18i about ejix^en of 
a tenant for arrears ot rent and this gave some satisfaction ^ them The time limit 
foi making applications to the tahsildar was extended by one month and the zamin- 
dais w'ould be allowed to apply for ejectment for arrears not exceeding one years 

28 
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rent, althougli the arrears might relate to the year preceding the previous aoncnl- 
tmal veai Thd Go\ernmeat thought that it iias ]ust and leasonable that the tenant 
should not be depni ed of more that half of his holding for an ears not exceeding 
one yeai’s lent and opposed the amendment moied agamst that provisioiT 
The House then adjourned till Monday, the 13th February, -when it devoted 
'%)nsideiable time consideiing amendments lelating to the procedure regardin'^ 
Ojeettaent for arieais of rent in Clause 185 At the end of the day it ha2 
passed onlj clauses 185 and 185 (A) Several amendments of the Opposition 
wanted that no court fee be paid on such applications and also provided for 
increasing the time-limit for such applications They were all rejected as the 
Government opposed all of them The Government accepted the principle of the 
Opposi^tifPi’s amendment that an application could be amended after it had been 
Med |ilr A F Jam moved an amendment to provide for tins, which was 
passed." While discussion of the amendment to Clause 185 (B) nas proceeding, 
the House "rose for the day and adjourned till the nevt da>, the 14th February, when 
Clauses 185 (B) to 183 (G) were passed bj the House, which also accepted modification of 
su^-clause 185 (H) regarding the procedure in disputes conceining rent Consi- 
deration of Clause 185 (J) uas postponed for redrafting it JSext day, the 
laffa, February, nQ less than fifteen amendments were moved by the Opposition to 
Clause 183-K after it was passed This uas a new clause moved yesterday by 
Sir F Jam, parliamentary secretary It empowers tlie tahsilfiar 
meT't-hid of an ejec'^ed tenant, toi a peuod not exceedmg six years, to 'a person 
depositing the an ears due. Two amendments ncre earned by the House and the 
rest^'weie Rejected after discussion In accordance with these amendments, the 
tahsild^ 'riiay exercise his discietion on an anplication being made by the 
eject^ "idtanf and not otheiaise, and, secondly, he may lease the land simul- 
tanedfislj^' .anth the ejectment ot the tenant without waiting foi proceedings 
b^een. thn 31st day of May and the loth day of June of the agncultural 
year -in which the tenant is ejected Raja Btsheshwar Dayal Seth wanted that 
the tahsildar should lease land onl> with the mitten consent of the landlord 
Another raembei uiged that a portion of the holding not exceeding one half 
should be leased A thud amendment wanted that the land shouIdT be leased 
to agricultural labourers, tenants with economic holdings, or other tenants 
lesiding in the village Another amendment urged that compensation should be 
paid to an ejected tenant who had eflected certain improvements The purpose of 
this amendment was accepted by the Revenue Minister, and he himself moved an 
amendment to the effect that the tahsildai may lease the land on an application 
from the tenant This amendment uas accepted and the clause, as amended, was 
passed Both on this day and on the next day, the 16th February, the Bill 
made very little progiess 5Vhile only one clause was passed yesterday, not 
more than two clauses weie passed today The cliases which weie passed today 
made some further concessions to tenants in the matter of ejectment proceedings 
The tenant is given ample time to pay the decretal amount, and it is further 
provided that if viithin one month after his ejectment the tenant deposits the 
amount, the ejectment order shall be cancelled In the case of ejectment, it is 
stipulated that the tenant would be ejected only fiom such poition of the 
holding the rent of uhich does not exceed one-sixth of the decretal amount 
A nfimber of amendments moved to whittle down the concessions granted to 
ejected/ tenants weie rejected after discussion The House then adjoiuned till 
Monday, the 20t]i February, when twelve moie clauses in the chaptei on eject- 
ment vvere passed and section 200 was being discussed Most of the amendments, 
moved to safeguard the rights of landholders, weie opposed by the Government 
and rejected by the House Twice m the course of the day the discussion on 
amendments had to be stopped for want of quoium Next day, the 21st. February, 
consideration of clauses 203, 204 and 205 was postponed at the request of the 
Government, while the other clauses fiom 200 to 208, dealing with ejectment of 
persons occupying without title, mode of execution of decree or older, time of 
execution and remedies for wrongful lejectment were passed with minoi verbal 
amendlnents The only amendment of importance was moved by Mr A P Jain, 
^ *sub&tituting a new clause for Clause 202 to the effect that delivery of possession 
-in execution of a decree or order for ejectment of a civil oi revenue court sball 
'not be made before the first dav of April or after the thirtieth day of June m 
any year in which it was passed Sir Mahomed Yusuf, moving another amench 
-ment to the clause, remaiked that it was a most systematic and calculated 
method of domg away with ejectment aitogethei With the passing of Clause 
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209, the Assembly to day finished the chapter on ejectment nhich proved to be 
a contentious chapter m the Bill Theieofter the House took Up Chapter 10 
dealing -nith giants of land held lent fiee oi at a faiouiable rate of rent 
Raja Bisheshuar Dayal Seth moicd an amendment to Clause 210 urpng 
that in a registered instniment, the conditions of the giant and its duration 
should be set forth Ihe amendment was lejected bv bl votes to 20 and ao' 
amendment by Mi A P Jain, that the grant of land foi the purio=e&f 
planting gioies should not be tieated as lent free was passed Clause? 213 to 
218 weie passed with slight modifications Clause 216, howeier, ms postponed 
for redrafting to incorporate a suggestion fiom the Opposition that the grant 
of land foi a leligious oi social service should be deemed evempt so far as 
proprietory lights accrued in it The House adjourned till the nest dav, the 
21st February when it accepted clause 216 as re-diafted Mi Jafar Hussain 
moved an amendment to it, but Mr Jam contended that his amendment was 
the result of an understanding with the Opposition and thieatencd to -nithdiau ir 
if Ml Jafar Hussain pressed his amendment Mr Jafar Hussain complained 
that the Government were unnecessaiily charging the Opposition uith atlopting ' 
dilatory tactics, but agreed to withdraw his amendment Next fh'', the 
23rd February, the Assembly spent the whole day discussing amendments on 
Clause 228 and its sub-clauses Eailiei, the House passed Clause 227, 
down the definition of gioie-holdeis Clause 228 describes the lights and linbihhe:!>* 
of grove-holdeis Two divisions weie challenged Mr Zahtrul Hassan Lcni.bj ^ 
an amendment, sought that giove-holdeis should not have the nght of tFansfer 
of gloves The amendment was rejected by 29 votes to 85 An amcndjtient moved 
by Mr Muhammad Raza Khan further wanted that the right of a gravuGiolder 
shall not be auctioned in satisfaction of a civil or revenue courts iicci/Kl- The 
amendment was rejected by 30 votes to 84 and further discussion tjn Hji, Bill 
teiminated at this stage to be resumed later ' ^ 

Cess on Sugar 

At 4 p m Di Katju moved a lesolution regarding the levj of sis pics 
cess on sugai Di Katjii pointed out that the Tesolution ms in fulfilment of 
the promise made m the Uppei House that in case the Government levied cess 
of moie than thice pies, they would consult the Legislatuie Dr Katju said tint 
in matteis of sugar control, the Governments of Bunr and the United Provinces 
were moving in close co-opeiation and that Bihar alieadj had a cess of sis pics 
It would be unfaii to the industiy in Bihar if a lower cess was levied here 
Sir J P Srivastava (Upper India Chamber of Commeice), opposing the 
lesolution, protested against the raising of monej from industrj for the general 
revenue, which was utilised for increasing the police foice and the Secretariat 
staff He pointed out that the Congress which claimed to be a friend of the 
poor, was novv taxing sugar which was a necessity of life The debate had not 
concluded when the House adjourned 

Budget Session — Lucknow — 24th February to 25th April 1939 

Financiae Statkvient roK 1939—40 

24th FEBRUARY — Tlie Budget for the financial jear 1939 40 with a small 
deficit was piesented simidtaneously m both houses of Legistature at 5 pm lo-daj 
The Premier’s budget statement occupied nearly 80 mmutes in the Low’cf Bouse 
while it was read in the Upper House by Dr Katju Presenting a deficit budget 
in the Assembly, the Piemiei, Pandit Goiind Baltabh Pant, estimated a revenue 
of Es 13,31,44,987, and an expenditure of Es 13,69 38 122, leaving a deficit of 
Es 37,93 433 To meet this deficit he proposed to lew an emjilojment tax which 
would fetch Es 30,00,000, and tlie lemaining deficit the Premier hoped to vujie out ^ 
during the coiiise of the ^ear Premier Pant declared ‘Almost the whom of expend 
diture, whether incuried last^ear or this year, which novv exceeds the amountmctuallj 
spent in 1937-38 by nearly Es 1,25 00,000, was directed towards the relief of the 
pooiei classes and promoting remunentive and piogres=ive objects designed to -.raise 
the social and mateiial level of the general mass of tlie people The Premier in hiB 
statement sajs that the Government have accepted the scheme of basic education, 
making a liberal provision theiefor and are paymg special attention to the qiiesaon 
of jail reform, reclamation of cnminal tubes in connexion with which the Govern- 
ment have decided to denotifj all the tribes , improving the condition of the serviee 



220 


THEU P LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY t lTICkkoW- 

of mfenor Government servants by giving them relief in pay, leave and pension and 
intrmucmg scales of pay The mmimum pay of ]ail -warders, and x>olice constables 
has been raised to Es 15 The Prenuer annonnc^ schemes for the reorganization of 
.police, separation of executive and judicial functions, extending of the Sarda canal 
into the eastern districts extension of the tiibe--well system, and extension and 
improvement of the existing grid system Provision has also been made for 
the extension of the councillors’ quarters 

Tivo Taxatiox Bms 

Two taxation measures -were mtroduced bv the Premier after the presentation 
of the budget, namelv, the Z7 P Sales of Motor Sp rits Taxation Bill and the 
TJ P, Employments Tax Bill The former Bill proposes to levy t-wo annas per 
gallon, -while the latter proposes to levy a giadeil tax when the total salarv earned 
aunng the year endmg March 31 exceras Es 2,500 The mmimum tax is Es 90 on 
an annual income rangmg between Es 2,500 and Es 3 500 There is a progressive 
increase, the tax on incomes above three lakhs being Es 32,000 In the statement 
or objects and reasons it is stated that the Government considers it expedient to in- 
cr^ise the revenue of the province to finance various schemes of rural, education, 
m^cal and mdustnal development, melnding extension of the policy of prohibition 
Lt IS therefore proposed to impose a tax on chfierent emplo-vments on a defimte 
graded scale. Persons employed m his Majesty’s military, naval and air forces and 
those whose emoluments from their emplo-nnent do not exceed Es 2,500 annually 
would be Kempt from this tax 

Sevxral Bills IxTBonrcEO 

nttmber of BiUs were then introduced The Consolidation of Holdings Bill 
was pifroduced by the Eevenue hlinister, the Agricultural Produce Markets Bill by 
the Minister of Justice and the Indian Medicine Bill by the Mmister of Local SeE- 
Govemment The Mmister of Justice also laid on the table the amendment to the 
Sugar Factories Control Eules of 19^ and the Government scheme for the separa- 
tion of judicial and executive functions of magistrates m U P 'The Assembly 
then adjourned till 13th March 

General Discnssrou of Bedget 

13th A 14th hlARCH —The general discussion of the Budget commenced on 
the 13th. March when severe cnticism of the Government’s financial policy resultmg 
m ever mcreasmg burden of taxation on the people of the provmce was voiced by 
non-Congress membhrs Kunwar Sir Maharaj Singh asked the Premier what 
further measures of taxation did the Premier propose m order to meet additional 
deficits which were bound to follow if the pobcy of prohibition was speedily earned 
mto effect without effectmg very subtantial economies Sir Jivala Prasad Snvastava 
calculated that the new expenditure embarked upon by the Government durmg 
tha last 20 months totalled Es 1,60,00,000, -while the loss m excise revenue 
due to the prohibition pobcy so far amounted to Es 40,00,000 This Government 
jbad to raise two crores by new taxation, and by means of the entertainment tax, 
'Sugarcane cess and enhanc^ stamp duty and court-fees thev had already realized Es 
‘1,32,00,000 He expected that further ta'xes would be levied to realize the remainmg 
Es fiS,p0iXX) Captain S S Pocock voiced the public opinion m saymg that the employ- 
’■‘ment tax:*^as an iniquitous proposal and would arouse resentment among the educated 
people whOrhad to do some real work for their livmg He warned the Government that 
thisaux wdald result m increased unemployment among the educated middle classes, 
and both- individuals and capital -uould be forced to leave the province in search of more 
salubrious financial atmosphere. Next day, the 14th March, Jlr H G Walford 
desenbed the Budget as misleading and complained that the Government had done 
nothing for the masses He challenged the justice and eqmty of the sugar cess and 
the petrol and employment taxes 'To tax 130 ICS men the Government taxed 
the whole provmce The Government, he said, wanted money, not for the benefit of 
of the country, but for Congress propaganda Sir Muhammad Yusuf said that the 
finances of the Government were in a desperate condibon and heading towards 
bankruptcy and described the Budget as “glamorous -wmdow-dressing ” Mr Laxmi 
Shanker Bajpai (Congress), while congratulating tne Premier for makmg proper 
pro-nsions m the Budget for the uplift of the fallen and depressed masses, complamed 
that the Government had done nothing to rectify the topheavy admmistration and 
recommended the immediate abolition of a number of posts Began Habibullah com- 
plained that the Government had made no adequate provision for female educabon. 
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especially for Muslim giils The Nawah of Chhatari ^veleomed the increase in the 
salary of the low paid staff He feaied that with the intioduction of Prohibition 
and reduction in canal rates, the Goiemment ivoiildbe faced iiith a heaaa deficit 
next year Eeplying to cnticisius, the Piemier pointed out that tahiiig into account 
the superannuation chaiges and the sinking fund to meet the debt charges nhich 
came up to Es 60 lakhs, the subvention of the Goieinmcnt of India was rcalh no 
nandfall as contended by some He declaied that he made substantial economies to , 
meet the situation Eegaiding the reduction in salaiies the Iiemier said he could 
not reduce the salary in the case of superioi posts The Goieinmcnt ncxe, 
houeier, pursuing the question and had mane a repiesentation to the authontics 
He claimed that he had converted the deficit of 1933-39 into a suiplus ] aid 'up 
the debts and invested capital expendituie As regaids Piohibition, the Premier 
wanted the House to give a cleai leidict whethere they u anted it or^ not Jf 
they did, they must find the money for it He expected to piesent sirpplcmen- 
taiy estimates for medical and public health The Piemier concluded with an 
appeal to all to join him in making the villages cleanei, richei and betlcr 
Voting on Budget Demands 

14th to 30th MARCH — Voting on Budget demands for grants copiracnccd on 
the 14tii March The necessity foi abolishing giinding of flour in jails u is urged h\ 
speakeiR duiing the discussion on a cut motion to a demand for Es 30,63 CIO under 
“Jails and convict settlements" Mr Goptnath Srtiastava, Pailnmcntun f'etrcCiry, - 
stated that as an expeiiment, the Goieinroent ueie starting a pouei mill in on^ ' 
central jail Eeplying to the debate on another cut motion relating to '^ads, Mr*''’- 
Siirastava stated that political piisoners ueie those uho did not act for peieoiinl 
gain The classification, he said, would depend on the natuie of the crime oo*'mitted 
Theie would be only one class of political piisoneis and classifichtidtr.in the 
case of non-political piisoneis would also be abolished Those sentc%cd to 
simple imprisonment would be requiied to spin in jails All the enti- tfclng 
withdrawn, the entiie grant was passed Next dav, the IClb Mar^, both 
Congress and Opposition membeis ciiticised the Goiernment’s land levcmic 
policy The movei complained that uhile the collection of reieniiefrom zasntndais 
was 99 9 pel cent, the collection of rents was only 60 or 80 per cent, aihich’ meant 
that without getting lent fiom tenants, the zamindais had to j ay revenue from 
their pockets Mi ilohanlal Gautam (Socialist) complained that though the Congress 
had been in office for about ti\o yeais, they had not done enough The 'Icinncv 
Bill was so much delayed that numeious tenants bad been ejected He added 
that zamindaiies should go, lock, stock and banrel 'Jhe time had gone when the 
Biitish wanted Zamindais The latter uere nou wanted bi none in the countrv 
Naivab Mohamed Yusuf said that the economic condition of zamindars Mas so bad 
that It uas a disgiace to the Government The Goiernmcnt could not achieve their 
end unless they combined laboui and capital The province, he claimed, was main- 
ly the cieation of zamindais Sir J P brtvastava demanded clarification of the 
revenue policy, as the Eevenue Minister’s attitude was doubtful in tins matter as 
in otheis Eoi instance, he had supported Mr Bose and now he yas sitting with 
the supporteis of Mi Gandhi I He added that the entire money on rural dcierop- 
ment was being wasted They should give monetary assistance to the tenantry , a 
great deal had to be done to see a contented tenantry On the 18th JIarch, 
the House voted demands foi grant concerning Dxcise, Vetennaiv, ^ opciativc 
Ciedit and Agricultme In connection with the last of these demands, /Dr Katju 
announced the intention of the Gov ernment to appoint a committee otofTicialR and 
non-officials vvith wide terms of reference to examine all the activities of the 
Agricultuial department and said that the Goveinmciit was willing that the depart- 
ment should be thoroughly overhauled The House then adjournea till Tuesday 
the Slst March, when it voted the demands for giants under (1) Public uorks and 
(2) Civil Works Government were seveiely cnticised h\ theopposifion mr provid- 
ing a lump sum of Es 27,75,000 in the budget without having defailcil the scheme 
for the expenditure of this large amount Kunwar Sir ifaharaj Gtvgh considered 
that It was an undesiiable jirocedure for adoption bv a resivonsible Gov^pmment. 
The Minister for Communications, Hafiz Mohammad J^ahtm fnought that it was 
notnecessaiy for the Government to come before Uic House with a dcfailetl scheme 
in each and eveiy case He, however, assured the House that the detailed proivisals 
legal ding construction of roads and bridges would be placed before the Uou'c for 
discussion Next day, the 22nd March the House voted the demands for exjicndifiire 
on public works met from the revenue, improvement in communications unmiced 
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the cenhal ro d development account and tlie admmistration of mshce Dr 
Katjn^ ^limster for Justice, piomisecl to allot a day, if possible, of the Govern- 
ment scheme for sepantion of judicial and exeeutne functions m the month of 
Apiii Most of the speeches made fiom the Cons;iess benches iveie unduly lengthy and 
ap^evant to the issues laised by the cut motions Nest day, the 23rd March, tiio cut 
motions -svere discusbed in connection ivith the education budget and the discussions took 
a communal ^in TJie motions lelated to the reservation of seats for Jilushm students 
m the King Gmorge’s Medical College and giants made to the Aligarh and Benares 
Uniyeisitie^ The Education Minister refused to interfeie with the discretion of the 
Eucknon University -which -uas an autonomous body and lan the medical college 
Ihis cut motion was piessed to a division and lejected by the House. Kest dav, the 
24th March, 'the Assemblj passed the Education budget of Bs 2,13,^,919, the 
nigltest ever presented in the province Slost of the cut motions related regardrng 
"LiBum^institu^ions or Scheduled Castes' grievances In the course of the discussion, 
the Ifin^ter announced that he had -written to all institutions of the piovince that, 
unless festncfions against Hanjans were lemoied before July next, the Govern- 
menf would stop the giants to them The question of grants to pmate institutions 
wcs raised by a cut motion, replymg to which the lilinister said, “They are bound 
to die Wh-j should I be the hangman ?” Xext dav, the 25th March, 3Irs Vijaya 
Ipairntt- Eandit presented hei budget for Public Health, which uas passed without 
any ‘"cut” motion being piessed to a division Mrs Pandit pomted out that there weie 
coTjnuc f 00 h "•'d fi' line all o-^er the piovince She thought that the Public Health 
1) . 'nil (id 1 i' - ,11 considered “untouchable” among the Government Departments 
■d -jii ■ I 1 1 li' to co-opeiate with the authonties She diew attention to the 
t'l 1,1'c I ('• ^ ' to extend the health scheme to five other distncts and stated 
that a scheme for distnbution of milk had been started in Agra District _She 
announced that she had leceiied an offei from foui persons, includmg Es 5,000 
fiom Mr G Birla, to eqmp moving dispensaries for women, for the Sitapur 
DistncL -The 'Assembly passed two moie grants relatmg to superannuation 
allowances and. pensions and payment of commuted value of pensions On the 
March, communal passion and prejudice of the worst type were greatly m 
nvidenoe 'jn both the Congress and the Muslim League benches in connection with 
the discussion of a cut motion under the head ‘general administiation ’ The issue 
raised bj the motion was ‘the grave situation created by the failure of the Govem- 
iqent to maintain law and order m the piovmce, and its fiiluie to safeguard the 
the lives and the pioperties of the Muslims’ From the very commencement the 
discussmn took a definitely communal turn and the Assembly was turned into a 
battleground between the Congress on the one side and the Muslim League on 
the other and the a^mospheie became ver^ tense when each paity accused the 
other of being laigeh lesponsihle for the communal nots that bai e recentlv occurred 
in various places Completely contiadictory veisions of the same incidents uere 
giien by the Muslim and the Hindu members and -uald chaiges weie levelled against 
the opposite commumtv The key-note of the criticism of both Hindus and Mu'^hms 
flat helongmg to the Congress paitv was that the Government had failed to take 
stron^action to chec-k the growth of commmialism in the pro-vince and that crimes 
^ violent type had ste^’dily increased since the Congiess Goiernment had assumed 
e&fie Natuab of Chhaiart deplored that the first Indian Government in the 

^.province hadf not been able to maintain law and older successfully, and he pointed 
’^out that irresponsible people masquerading in the name of the Congress tned to 
create ditficuTtigs for the police m niral areas, as the result of which official piestige 
had o-one down. The House then adjourned till the 30tn March, when in accordance 
wath^to valious suggestions made lelating to the communal situation, Prem er 
Punt oatlmed a numbei of stiingent measures v inch the Government proposed to 
take to suppress communal nots in the province These measuies included imposition 
of punitive police tax on membeis of the community niamlv responsible for the 
trouble strict action against individuals and newspapers fomenting communal ill- 
feelm*^' enrolment of special constables from amongst most respectable classes 
wheiiner necessarv, prosecutions undei Sections 107 and 144, house searches and 
immfediate nriests uheiever theie was a case of stabbing, murder oi aison 
At 5 pm the guillotine was applied and the rest of the giants were made and the 
entire budget, as presented by the Premiei, was passed by the Assembly without 

anv cut „ _ 

- » The E-\ipeot-«est Tax Bill 

- -- 16th, Marcheto 14th April —The debate on the Employment Tax Bill com- 
menced (Jk'^fhS.'lOth Jlaich and continued till the 18th when Sir Jiuala Prasad 
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concluded his ciiticisra with a note of wsining to tlic Govcinment 
abc^t the aclveise lesult of then financial policy on money markets aiul 

tiade lie imploied the Go\einment not to piodiice the iinpiessioii in money 
maikets that the Goveinment was Aiastin^ public raoncj Capt Pococl -ulio 
folloued held that as a lesult of the pxoposed tan the jiioblciii of unciujilovmefit 
among educated middle classes had be>.ome moic acute He piotc^ted a'-unst't'ho 
disciiminatoiy natuie of the tax The debate was ad 30 uincd ai. this stage till -the 
21st March when Di Kailash Nath Katju, in the couise of a \igoious Scfciue ol 
the Biljl, consideied that the tax vFastntra vires of the pioiin Tal le uslatiiic and 
the Goveinment weie satisfied about the complete legality of the tfx He slid, 
“We expect to get 30 lal hs out of this tax It comes to one anna per brad of the 
population What IS the good of fighting about one anna pei head ? Next diy, the 
22nd Marcj, Mi Said ud-d n (Congiess) and Dr Muraii Lal spol g ill f report 
of the Bill Kiinwai Sii Maharaj Singh opposed the Bdl and friral-tlnf 
within twche months the House would be called iiiipn to pass frc^li' taxation 
measuies Mi Desmond Young (Eiuopean), speaking foi the fceniccs, said that it 
would be unfaii to change the oiigiinl piospe*,t with tvhieh Ihcv cntcied sen ice 
and it was unjust to tieat a public seivant as a public ciicmx He aLo questio- 
ned the legally of the Bill in view of the sections of the Govcriirao it of India 
Act lelating to safeguaids foi the beniccs One of the bneal ciS slid 
that the diehaids in England like feu Michael O’Dwyer and Sii Alfred 
Knox, whoweie extiemely ciitical of the Goveinment of Indii Act, might qow sav 
that then feais hadpioiedto be tiue and that the U P Goicinm'Eiit h id cpminttttsl 
a bleach of faith with the seiv ices The debate had not concluded vyheff thh fioirsc 
adjourned till the 23rd Marcn when Premier Pant leplied to tha ciiticisAis made 
inside and outside the House and the bill was refeiicd to a select conimitW Wlir 
Its emeigence fiom the select committee, the Bill was taken up b> the Vsecinblv 
on the 13tU April and on the next day, it was passed aftci tlic lAohon foi third 
leading was stiongly opposed by Kiinwai ,Su ifahaiai Singh, Sii J P.^Sniastava, 
and Captain S R PococL They warned the Goveinment that tlic middle clas'.es 
would be adveisely affected by the measuic, and iincmplovmcnt among the (.ducafeil 
classes would inciease a gieat deil Ihat the question of the legality 'of 1110 Bill 
would have ultimately to be decided by the Fedcial Coiiit was mentioned bv more 
than one speakei It also pointed out that the select committee had adoptctl a 
subteifuge in oidei to get ovei the legal flaw, and hid made m ibortivc nild futile 
attempt to classify the employments accoiding to the amounts of the sal iiies earned 
by the individuals Any measuie of fixation woithy of its name should not be 
camouflaged in this way, lemaiked Captain Poeockj who took the Hou=c by 
suipiise when he, stated that his own employees would be leimbiiised bv him (0 the 
extent of the loss they would suffei in then incomes as a lesult of the cmplovinent tax 

Motor Spirits Sales Taxvtion Bill 

25th to 30th March — Di K N Katju the Ministei of Justice, moved on the 
25th Maich that the Motoi fcpiiits Sales laxation Bill be taken into consideiatiAn 
Sii J P Srivastava declaied that the Gov ei nmeiil weie living too great i burd?*! <m 
the people It was the last stiaw on the camel’s back Nextdav the 27th MVidr, 
the House lejected the opposition amendment for its icfcience to ■■ a scle-t 
committee and acepted the Mimstei’s motion Next day , the 28th 'ilaufli the Hou«o 
passed the second leading of the Bill The nio'ion for the thiisl jcadiug w is 
Deing opposed by Sii Jwala Prasad Srivastava when the IJousc, •adjourned till 
thuisdiy, the 30th Maich, when the Bill was passed The Assembly aDo pa=^ctl 
a lesolution appzovingthe levy of Sugar cess at half anna jicr maund. after some 
discussion 

The Indian Medicine Bill 

31st MARCH -The Assembly this aftcinoon lefcrred the U P Indian 
Medicine Bill and the Badrinath Temple Bill to Select Committee' Mrs. I ijar/, - 
takshmi Pandit, Ministei foi Local Self-Gov enimcnt moving the fo-mcr, end tint 
the object of the Bill was to laise the Indian systems of medicine to The dcvel 
of "iliopathy and modernise them so as as to mike them bcnciuiil to the nclj 
and the pool alike The immednte necessity, theieforc >ms to ^ct up i ]-.oird 
of Indian Medicine, which would coordinate the woi king of indigcnoa= <=y=.cma 
of medicine, diiect then woiking and deal with all forms Oi quad erv Ihc 
Go\enimenfc ^\eic ilso consideiing the que'^tion of Stirling it art date a 

research institute to exploie the iiilnnsic value of this hr inch Oi iB^diciae 
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The B vdkikath Tempee Bile 

iMr Sampumanand, Minister for Education, moving the Badnnath Bill 
obterved that the Government were bringing foiward this measure as they had 
a Special responsibility regaiding this temple Lately, there had been complaints 
and ,the Government thought that this state of affairs should not he allowed 
to continue He urged that the Bill should be expedited in view of the commg 
pilgnm season 

> * The it P TE^■AKC\ Em. {Contd ) 

The fiouse thereafter resumed discussion on the Tenancv Bill, and adjourned 
till the next- day, the IsL April, when some Opposition members alleged that, 
whenever there was a clash of interest between a tenant and a Mahajan, the 
Goyernm&nt extended their sympathy to the latter Muslim membeis stated that 
it tvas being freely stateji that indindual members of the Upper House were 
beipg cammssed to support the Tenancy Bill on the promise that rural indebtedness 
legislation Would not be biought up The House concluded today the discussion 
on Chapter l^j.dealing with thekadars, and proceeded to discuss’ amendments to 
clauses^^ jn Chapter 13, about arreais of revenue, profit, etc Throughout the 
di^ th'^ di^iisaons were extremelj dull and lifeless uhich perhaps accounted for 
the 'unusuaTTy 'poor attendance in the House which then adjouiued till the 
3rd’ -A^nl when there was a feeling of jubilation in the Congress benches that 
thd'yienmproy’i'siops- in Chapter XIV about compensation and penalties were passed 
withcnit anX mpthncation All amendments moved by the Opposition members to 
reduce- prhriiaM penalties were opposed by the Government and rejected by 
the IiOi'‘-\. the 4th April, the Assembly passed 23 clauses of the Bill 

“So 1 ' 0 ' omtment of the Judges of the High Court and the Chief 

Court IS not ih the hands ot the Provincial Government, the latter would not be 
a party to the transfer of any power to them,” said Jlr A P Jam Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, opposing ]Mr M H Ktdwads (Moslem League) amendment, 
to the ef^ct, that the Board of Kevenue should be abolished and its ivork 
entrusted to "the High Court or Chief Court The mover opined that non-coopera- 
tion with the High Courts was due to the fact that they were not amenable to 
the Government’s wishes On the 6th Apnl a night-sittmg was held to conclude 
consideration of the Bill The House carri^ on its business in a calm 
atmosphere and carried on its amendments and then adjourned to 12th Apnl, when 
it concluded the second reading of the Bill Two important clauses were 
add^, the first laying down that all delnenes of possession given after 
April 1937 for arrears of rent for kharif 1344 aud pnor instalments could be 
cancelled on an application by the ejected tenant The second related to the right 
of sub-letting to tenants of Oudh Two amendments weie moied by ifaiu -B D 
Seth to exclude the prounce of Oudh from the purview of the Bill The 
Deputy Speaker niled them out of order, as an amendment similar in nature was 
rgected by the House earlier Raja B D Seth moved an amendment to the 
eraihvWiat the Tenancy Act should not come into opeiation except at the 
commencement of the agricultural year This was also lejected The House 
then a^Wiined till Monday next 

,, Ageicultubists Debt Eedemptioe Bill 

17th APRIL —There was no opposition in the Assembly to-day to the Bill for 
the redemption of debts of agriculturists and noikmen, which was referred to a 
select- committee This was the fiist of the three or four debt bills which the Govern- 
ment proposed to intioduce and the Government were criticized by Kimwar Sir 
Maharaj Singh and Sir J P Srivastava for not placm^ before the House the 
entire picture of their scheme for the redemption of debt and for bringing forwaid 
piecemeal legislation Several Congress members held that the Bill did not go far 
enough and that its provisions were not sufficiently liberal 

Excuwbered Estates Amenu Bill 

The Encumbered Estates (Amendment) Bill as amended by the select committee 
was taken into consideration m the afternoon, and all amendments moved by the 
OpposiUoh were rejected That the House could not amend the onginal Act out- 
side the scope of the amending bill was the objection raised by 3Ir A P Jam, 
parhamentary secietary, to the amendment moved by Mr Mubashir Husain Kidwat 
On the next 'day, the isth Apnl, the House passed the Bill and discussed the scheme 
for the-'Separation'of Judicial and Executive functions presented by the Mmister for 
Justice, who also introduced the Oudh Courts Amendment Bill 
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The BADBraATH Temple Bill 


19th APRIL -The Hoase pissed into law today the Badunith Tcmile BilL 
which provided for bettei management of the temple A committee of mmi ■■emefit 
will be set up under the Bill, representing vaiiotis interests including the’ Tohri 
btite which has been intimately issoeiatea with this temple, sicrcd to the Hindu 
community thioiighout the country foi sevenl gcnentions Most of the ira6nd- 
ments moved by Pandit Anasuya Prasad Bahuguna (Congiess) were opposed bv tlic 
Education Minister and vveie eventually withdrawn The Ministei, however iccep- ‘ 
ted one amendment moved by Mr Bahuguna -suggesting that the remuncntion ind 
allowances payable to the members of the committee of management should not 
exceed those payable to the members of the legislature Another impoitant iraend- 
ment was moved by a member of a scheduled caste, Mr Rim Prasad Tamta 
He urged that one out of the two members to be nominated by the Govcuimeiit on 
the committee should belong to his community This amendment vv is howevci, no, 
pressed m view of the definite absuiance given by the Ministei that the Govern- 
ment would have at least one member of a scheduled caste on the committee Reph- 
ing to the thud leading debate, the Education Minister said that this was tlie 
first step m the direction of temple reform and that the Government infefidevl to 
bung forward legislation foi temple enti-v by Haiijans 


The U P TruANCv Bill 




20th to 24th APRIL —In the Assembly to day the Tenancy Laws LVit^iidinent 
Bill and the Police Amendment Bill vveie intioduccd Thethiidreadlijg'hfihe'leu- 
ancy Bill was next taken up Mi A^mei ^tdioai, Ministei foi Revenue, rc'etring 
to the changes made m the Bill, said that wheie aliens lemaincl, the Z'linindu Lotild 
get a pat t of the holding auctioned Thus theie would be no ejCv-fmcnt Trie Bill gave 
the Kashtkai a right to plant all ovei his holding By one of the imendments a siib- 
tenant nr Oudh could not be ejected foi five jeais Nawab Sir \fu'iammad Vtisuf hoiicd 
that the Government would come to some honotuable settlement which would usher in 
a happy era According to him, the Bill aimed at bunging ibout dissensions between 
the tenants and the /amindars The basis of lent was, he said, so vague that it lent 
itself to mischievous possibilities and would pave the wav for expropiiition of zanriii* 
dais It would not benefit the Goveinmcnt eithei He rsked the Goveiiiment if they 
did not want to let the zammdai keep his body and soul togethei and vv hat their object 
was in making these “undestiable and pernicious piovisioiis’ The Moslem League 
Party spokesman said that the League had decided to support the passage of the Bill 
despite its limitations and imperfections, because it gave tenants fixity of tciiuie fair 
rent and favouiable conditions He charged Congiessinen with not fulhllmg then 
pledge to the elcctoiate Discussion had not concluded when the House adjouined to 
meet on the next diy, the 21st April The thud leading of the Bill was continued 
feome non-Congiessites, while geneially admitting that the Bill was a definito impro-^. 
vement in the diiection of betteiing the lot of the tenanty, chaiacteiised it as a “Blsid; 
Bill” inasmuch is it endangeied the lights of zamindais This brought fortli a spur- 
ted reply Lorn Congiessmen, Mi Saidaddin Ahmed lemaiking that the Bill wW the 
Magna Caita of the tenants The Opposition were blamed by Slinrstcria- 
lists foi adopting “dilatoiy tactics” Next day, the 22nd Apnl, the thud . 
leading of the Tenancy Bill was continued Raja Btsheshwar Dayal Seth 
said that the Bill should not be opeiative in Oudh since it was mostly based on the 
Agia law The Talukdais, he pointed out, held sauads from an authoirtv higher 
than the U P Legislatuie and this legislatuie had, therefoie no right to do any- 
thing in contiavention of the teiras of the sanads The Talukdars were (he declared 
piopiietois undei the teiras of the sanads and this legislature could not confer 
neieditary lights against the consent of the Talukdars Mr A P Jam, 1 arliamcn- 
taiy Secietaiy, said that zamindais never took any compassion on tenants and 
got them elected on very minor pietexts This Government, vvhicli clainiL>d to be 
civilised, could not tolerate any hardship on anybody There should only be two 
parties in that pi ov race namely the Gov einraent and cultivator Mubasjnr Ihssain 
Ktdwat (Muslim League) welcomed the Bill and said (hat the fact that the iluslim 
League’s amendments were accepted by the Government showed that theI^c»G was 
trying its best to improve the Bill He had not finished his sn^ch when the 
House adjourned till the 24th April when the Bill was 
without a diMsion amidst cheers fiom the Gonprps benches Jmritg 
Bideration stage neaily 3,000 amendments were tabled, of which Were actuallT 

moved Three huodred and sereoty amendments of these were adopted, 3^ nega- 
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the Go\ eminent should take up the management of denominational and private 
educational institutions on the ground that they fostered eommunal and anti-nationf\l 
feelings in the students gace rise to an animated debate to-day While it failed ttsr 
secure the unstinted siippoit of the Congiess benches the Opposition membeis 
cnlicircd it on the ground that it uas an attempt to bnng education in the 
piOMnce into line uith the sastem piei ailing in totalitaiian coiintiies ^here 
Btandardircd education nas controlled bj the State and stiict legimentatipn of 
intellect pic\nilcd E\en the Minister of Education thought that the suggestion 
made was impiacticable, and in the end the resolution nas mthdraun 
LirriNG Ban on Communist Partv 

Ecphing to the nevt resolution urging that the ban on the Copimunist 
partj be lifted, Premtar Pant pointed out that the existing ban was placed by 
the Goiernment of India in July 1934, and the piovincial Government bad 
placed no ban He added that it was in the public intciest to lift thjg ban and 
the Goiemment could then take cfTcctiie action undei the pneial Iniv wh^erevei 
necessary The icsoliition was passed nem cou, and the House act]omn^'»tiil ihe iCth 
OrpiciAL Biijs Discussed and Passed \ ' 

loth to IGUi MAY —On the mofion of Mi Rafi Ahmed K aX, 

niic, the House icfcricd the Money-lenders Bill to a " ' ' r' r'li t ■ i', *Urrd 

passed the second reading of the Consoltdatton of Hold _ f ‘P 't •' fiiised 

U P 7'cnancy Laws Amendment Dill and the Select Commit^eft'Sepoit on the 
Indian Medicine Bill wcic introduced before the House adjouined till- the next day, 
the lltli May when it passed the Consolidation of Holdings Bill, the Oudh Courts 
Amendment Bill, the Tenancy Laws Amendment Bill the Sugai Factories Control 
Act Amendment Bill and the Bill to amend Section JO of the Tovn Improvement 
Act The Suits Valutwn Amendment Bill was intiodiiced At the instance of the 
Ministei foi Coniinunioations the House added two new sub-iulcs legaiding lecipio- 
citj in the matter of taxation of putlic benicc niotoi vehicles pljing between U P 
and Delhi The Children’s Bill, as passed by the Uppei House, was laid on the 
table The House then adjouined till Monday, the 15th May when it passed, Jhe 
Suits Valuation (Amendment) Bill witlioiit any speeches being made The Bill 
sought to bung the feints Valuation Act in accoid with the Couit Fees Amendment 
Act Next day, the 16th May the Assembly passed the Indian Medicine Bill, 
the Municipalities Act Amendment Bill and the District Boards Act (Amendment) 
Bill The last two Bills extended the life ot the piesent municipalities and boaids 
by one year 

MoTor &PIUIT6 Sales Ta-x Biil (contd) 

17lh MAY — A joint session of the Lcgislatiue commenced this monnng 
undci the presidentship of feu Sita Ram, Piesident of the Council, to considei 
the Sales of Motor Spiut Jaxation Bill as passed by the Council The Secon^^^ 
Chambei had reduced the rate, appioied by the Assembly, of two annas *pei 
gallon, to one anna and a half At the late of two annas pei gallon the -tax was, 
estimated to yield eight lakhs to the Exchequer The Opposition view was that' 
the proposed late of le\y was the highest as compaied with the late in other jro 
Vinces They also aigued that this would ad\eisely affect motoi tianspoifc, andt 
touch the pockets of the poor The Legislatuie passed by 140 votes to 59 an 
amendment moved by the Ministei foi Justice lestoiing the late to two annas 
per gallon The joint session then ended and the Assembly met In the afternoon 
when the Muslim membeis, both of the Muslim League and the Independent 
paities, staged a walk-out in piotest against the ruling giien by the Deputy 
Speaker, disallowing the adjournment motion, notice of which was given by 
N awabzada Linquat Ah Khan A statement to this effect was made by the 
leadei of the Muslim League paity, Chaudhrt Khaltq-uz-Zaman whereafter all 
Muslims left in a body The adjournment motion was to discuss the unsatisfac- 
toiy natuie of the replies gnen by the Goreinment to questions relating to the 
search of the Muslim League office at Cawnpoie made by the police 'on May 9 
After the walk out Dr Katju made a statement that so far as the Congiess 
membeis were concerned they had complete confidence in the impartiality uT 
the Deputy Speaker in the conduct of the proceedings and they entirely dissociated 
themselves from the very wrong action taken by the Muslim members in 'retiring from 
the House after disputing in an unseemly manner the conduct of the Chan -Their 
action, he added, wass wholly unconstitutional The House then adjourned stne'dte. 


, Proceedings of the U. P. Council 

Budget Session— Lucknow— 18th February to 14th March 1939 

The Cowketje Eiots 

‘ T& Budget Session of tlie U P. Legislative Council commenced at Lucknow on 
the ISthv February 1939 when the Premier, Pandit Pant, made a statement on the 
Cawnpore not situation He said that the latest iiguies of the not casualties weie 42 
killed, 200 in]iired and 800 arrested Everywhere there weie signs of lestoration of 
peace , more mills were woiking and shops were opening The Piemiei remarked 
that the situation had the potentialities of the serious communal not of 1931, but the 
prompt and effective steps taken from the start had kept them in check He appre- 
ciated the woik of the local authoiities and non-ofhcial bodies especially the Emopean 
rtiastahnlaiw, the Congress the Hindu Sabha and the Muslim Le.igue m bringing 
the difficult situation undei contiol, and also the valuable assistance rendei^ by 
troops. 

- J ^ Officiaj. Ikterfebexce with High Court 

'' hlr ~ Chaudhuty Akhtar Hussain next moied for adjournment of the House to 
discuss ’‘interference by the Provincial Government with the administration of 
justice in releasing Makhan Singh of Sahaianpur, by giving preference to tlieex- 
parte report the subordinate executive officer of the Goveinment and other extra 
judicial reporhtever the concurrent judicial decisions of the Sessions Judge and the 
High Court of Judicature at Allahabad ” The discussion was taken up on the 22nd 
February when.-Mr Husain argued that the matter was of public importance as the 
independence of the judiciary was threatened, and there was an appiehension that such 
interference would be repeated. He pleaded that the matter came to the knowledge 
of the public at the end of Ceeember last He had taken the eaihest opportimity to 
bung a.p *he question Dr AT, N Kaiju, Ministei for Justice, opposing the motion, 
• said that Malkhan Siiigh was released six months ago, and the House had met twice 
Bincb the occunence of the matter Dr Katjii also held that the mattei 
could be brought in the form of a resolution on anv non-official day 
Begum Aijaz Pasul, rulmg the motion out of oidei, obseited that SIi Akhtar 
Husam had failed to piove that the mattei was of recent occurrence and advised 
him to bring it before the House in the form of a resolution or a question 

Suppeemextart Graxts 

Tlie Council then took up the discussion of supplementary grants These in- 
cluded Es 113,727 for additional officers and Ministerial staff necessitated by Pioam- 
xaal Autonomy and increased Secretanat uork, Es 14,100 foi an increase m the 
* j.' .1 toe Police force m the province to be allocated to the cities of 

and Cawnpore as civil and aimed j olice leseiwes to meet emer- 

,< ^ 200 for extra expenditure in connection with fighting thecholera 

-epidemic*-,. Di Kaiju, leplving to criticisms levelled agaiust the police, said that the 
.jwhofe province was pained by the communal distuibances, but members should not 
lose their sense of perspective The Slmistei further appealed to membeis that 
while trying to draw attention to existing evils, they should not say anything which 
might aggravate the siti.ation Dr Katjn said that soon after assuming office the 
Government circulansed the distnct officials to impiess upon them the necessity of 
keepmg themselves above communal bias Officers weie fuither infonned of the 
grave consequences that asould follow m case they were found gmlty of communal 
partiality EefeiTiug to communal representation lu the services, the jluiister assured 
the House that Gov emment would do everything that was just and fan 

Nox-offigiae Eesolutioxs 

23rd FEBRUARY —The Council considered non-official resolutions to-day Rat 
Bahadur HohanlaVs resolution recommending to the Government to remit takan loans 
taken tter tnhewells which had now become useless by the advent of the Barda Canal, 
was withdrawn on the assurance of the Minister of Communications that the 
Government were prepared to examine each case individually 

, The resolution, stending in the name of Khan Bahadur Masooduzzaman, 
urging the Introduction of qoint electorates bv way of trial for two terms only, with 
■adult suffiage and reservation of seats for Muslims in local board elections was not 
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moved ns tbe mo^cr v ns told tlint ccrlnin Muslim members uould walk out xf the 
resolution -uns moxtd, vhich, ho dcclnred, was one of the iionies of sepainte electo- 
rates 

Dr Eaviugrah Stngh moxcd a resolution demanding that cnil liberties should 
besecuicdin the proiince ns in Fnglaiid The mover asked the Government to lay 
down itspolicj uilh regal d to the application of the Lau of Sedition under Section 
124, IPG He admitted that neiBons avho excited communal hatied should be_ 
punished He also complained that there weie ceitain pioiisions of the lai\, uhich' 
cm tailed the libert\ of the Press and condemned the reporting of publi^t meetings 
bj 0 I D leporteiP Dr K N Kaiju, Minister of Justice, lepljing to -me debate, 
said that the Congress policy avith legard to tins question had been enumdated long 
ago and iins also made clear in the Picmici’s speech on assumption of ofBce He 
claimed that since the present Govein men t had assumed oflice, civil libeitj had been 
fiillj seemed dheic had been no piosccutions duiing this pciiod Eegaichng the 
Picss, the Ministci lefeired to communal wiilings in the Vemaciilar piess and dec- 
lared that the Goieinment were determined to suppress illegitimate aclivlttes which 
led to communal tension As icgardsC I D icpoits of meetings, Di^ Katju'said that 
e\en Goieinmcnt must keep itself infoimcd, whatever might be the .agenej" employed 
The Council at this stage adjounicd till the nth March when a i ' '^Ihe 

Budget was held and continued on the next dav, the 14th the - 

House was prorogued ' » _ ' 

April Session — Lucknow — 15th. to 28th April, 1939 

Separation of the JoDiciAPy j 'v.- 

The Apiil session of the Council commenced on the 15th April and held a biief 
sitting extending o\ei 25 minutes It then adjourned till Mondar next, the 17lh 
April, when the Government weio congiatulatcd by all sections of the House on 
then scheme for the scpaiation of Judicial fiom Executne functions, The view 
was generally expicsscd that the Goieinment had >. gone fai enough Ghaiacteii.' 
sing the ciiticism that the Goveinment weie interfeiing with the ndminisfration 
of Justice, ns a “fashionable slogan” Di K N Kaiju, Minister fei Justice 
declared, “I can, with confidence, say that there lias been no such interfeienee, 
since we came into other, from the Government “The Goieinment had, no doubt, 
liowevei,” he continued, “exercised then statutory rights under the Government of 
India Act and would continue to do so undeteiiecT by incorrect comments” 
Hindd Widows’ Homes Control Bill 

ISth APRIL —The Council discusced today one non official Bill and two resolu- 
tions Mis Mona Chandravait Gupta intioduccd the U P Hindu Widows’ 
Homes Control Bill which was icfericcl to a select committee fehe icmaiked* that 
the Bill intended to provide foi a better administration of widcAis’ homes 
through advisoiy committees constituted m accordance with the rules to be'- flamed 
under this Act It further aimed at making a suitable piovisiOn for the ‘Sflfe ''cus- 
tody of inmates for their educaction, training and raoial vyelfaie Tho Bl]! was 
welcomed by all sections of the House and the Ministei of Justice also gave iuS 
support to the Bill 

Non-official Eesoldtions ‘ 

Of the two lesolutions that weie earned, one was moved by Mi Chandra Bhal 
vvho urged the creation of a body of civic giiaids to act as an auxiliary' police foice 
during emeigencies Though all the speakeis appieciated the punciplo underlying 
the resolution some apprehended that it might lead to fights among trained 
volunteeis 

The second resolution was moved by Di Ram Ugrah Smgh suggesting that 
the Government should take steps to abolish capital punishment The Ministei foi 
Justice gave his assuiance tliat full weight would be given to tlie opmion of the 
Council The lesolution was ultimately earned , 

The Motor Sririts Saies Tax Bill 

20th APRIL —The Government sustained a defeat today when - The Petiol Tax 
Bill was undei discussion In the Bill a tax of two annas par gallon ^was proposed 
to be levied which was rejected by the House by a majority of 24 to 11 But the 
House earned without division the amendment moved by Lala Haraahat Gupta 
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who panted the substitution of one anna and six pies foi two annas Both the 
speeches of the Mimstex of Justice and the Premier did not carry comiction in 
spite of their promises that the proceeds of this tax would be utilised for develop- 
' ment of roads and mamtenance of better communications in ruial and urban areas 
H A Wilkinson who moved an amendment urging the reduction to one anna 
pointed out that the burden of this tax would fall heaiily on the poor passengers 
.,-who^iavelled in lorries Two other speakers said that when compared to other 
1110X10063 the tax was the heaviest in this province The Premier remarked 
^at the aggregate charges that the 10117 -owner had to pay were lower 
here thad ftose in othei piovinces He also took pnde m the fact that whereas 
the petrol *^tax uas utilised m other proiinces to meet deficits and other general 
purposes, ih U P it was set apart for the development of roads Mr Pam Ugrah 
Singkr-mge^ the deletion of the penaltv clause for breach of rules but the House 
turned donn his proposal Aftei this the third reading of the Bill was passed 
The Bill then uent to the Assembly The Council then adjourned till April 25 

« The Employ mexts Tax Bile 

‘'2oth APRIL —The Goiernment was not allowed to have its own wav today 
, when the Employments Tax Bill uas taken into consideration The Minister of 
Justice made an elaborate speech in defence of the Bill saying that it was within 
t the competence of the L^islature It was not a tax on income 01 receipts, or double 
taxation He justified the imposition of the tax from all aspects The Slinister’s 
special pleadings fell on deaf eais The Council was in its full stiength and the 
Opposition iras bent upon lefemug the Bill to a select committee and they succee- 
ds in defeatmg the Government bj earning 5Ii C A Teyen's amendment to 
lefer the Bill to a select committee by 23 \otes to 20 The result of the loting 
was leceued with loud cheeis in the Opposition benches Almost all the speakers 
referred to the gustaincd agitation earned on m the picss against this unjust Bill 

Sub I Badbixath Temple Bill 

Next daj, the 26th Apnl, the Council passed the Shri Badnnath Temple Sill 
All amendments were withdrawn on an assurance that an amending Bill pill be 
intioduced to lectifj any mistakes 

The ChildbexS Bill 

27th APRIL —The Council passed to-day Di Bamugiah Children’s Bill 

which provided for the custodj , trial and punishment of youthful offenders In an 
hour and a quarter about 200 amendments were disposed of 

Motor Spirits Sales Tax Bill (Contd ) 

The Council decided to-day to stand by its amendment to the sales of Motor 
Spints Taxtion Bill, reducing the tax on petrol from two annas to one anna six 
pies per gallon The Bill went back to the Assemblj which rejected the amend- 
ment, 'thus necessitating the calling of a Joint Session of the two Houses 

Eevisiox Of History Text-Books 

y 

The House passed the Police Amendment Bill and discussed a non-o9icial 
resolution recommending the appointment of a committee of experts to revise 
the t^bo&ks on Indian history so as to eliminate such passages and texts as 
are calculated to cause fiiction between Muslims and Hindus and to remodel 
them with a view to infusmg a feeling of brotheibood, toleration and patnotism 
in the youths of the country Next day, the 28th Apnl, the Council adjourned 
sme die after a fifteen minutes’ sitting, in which it decided that the report of 
thh Select Committee on the Emplojment Tax Bdl should be submitted within a 
fortnight 

May Session — Lucknow — 19th May to 29th May 1939 

“■ The Employmexts Tax Bill (coxtd ) 

The May session of the Council commenced on the 19th May when the select 
committee leport on the Employments Tax Bdl was taken up for consideration 3Ir 
Wilkinson, the member lepresenting the European constituency, raised a pomt of 
Older, as soon as the Minister of Justice moved that the Bill be taken into cousi- 
deration Jhat the proceedings of the select committee were not valid and the Bill 
should^he recommitled to the select committee to report by June 15 A long discus- 
sion took- place on this amendment dunng the couree of which it was revealed that 
the Premier, who was the chairman of the select committee, gave his casting vote on 
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an amendment moved by Ur Bam Ugrah Stngh dunng the course of the select 
committee meetings, though not a member of this House Both Mi WilKtnson and 
Dr Bam Ugrah Stngh asserted that there ms no drawing of lots but the chairman 
gave bis casting vote Ibe Mmtaler of Justice denied that there was anything on 
record to sfaoii that such voting took place Mr Ahmad SAa/t wanted the Piesident 
to give his ruling in this matter The President replied that no ruling was called 
for from the Ch nr inasmuch as Mr Wtlktnson had changed his point of order into 
an amendment Ultimately Sir Wilkinson’s amendment was thiown out f^ the-‘*^ 
House bj twenty seven votes to nine The Minister’s motion for consideration^ of the^ 
Bill was passed The Bill was then taken tip for discussion clause by clause The coun^ 
cil adjourned after disposing of two amendments Next day, the 20Ur .May, the 
Council discussed for nearly five hours vanous amendments as it emerged fiom the 
select committee Out of 27 amendments on the agenda the House had - disposed 
of 22 so far Two amendments moved by Mr IFt/^lnson and Dr Bam Ugrah. Singh 
respectively were voted out of order by the President as they were against the 
provisions of sec 82 of the Government of India Act All amendments mov ed were 
(lefeatcfl and one wai withdrawn The Minister of Justice gave an assurance that" 
the Bill would not be used in an oppressive manner The Council then adjourned till 
Slonday next, the 22nil May, when the bill was passed without any change ptcept, 
for a minor amendment of Mr Bam Chandra Gupta which was accepted by the ^ 
Jlinisterof Justice In the third reading stage it was blessed by the membe^tof the 
Opposition, including Bai Bahadur Uohanlal, who came in for criticism for ‘•ch'tiige 
in his attitude Di, jRam f/pra/i Stno/t was suiprised at this noHe face of fhe deputy 
leader of the Opposition who opjiosed the bill tooth and nail at the Baradaii meeting 
but did not lend his support to any of the amendments moved by the Opposition 
mcmbcis Division was demanded with regaid to the deletion of class 1 in the sche- 
dule Government had 24 votes in their favoui against IJ who voted foi the deletion 
Tlic Minister of Justice expressed satisfaction that m sjjite of many ,people thinking 
that the bill would be sent to cold stoiage it had found favour ^rn tins critical 
House 

ENCtvinEEirD EsiATra Avinsp But . 

iSrd MAY —The Council had to be adjourned foi half an hoiii by the President 
when It met today at 7 in the moming Tke Minister of Justice, in whose nhme the 
first amendment to the Encumbeied E'-taics Amendment Bill stood, was not in his 
scat Bai Bahadur Mohanlal complained to the Chair that he and some other mem- 
bers were locked out as the gate was clo=cd when they anived this morning The 
Minister of Justice expressed regiet for coming late v, hen the Council xeassembled 
after half an hour Many members uigcd the Ministei of Justice to infoim the 
House as to the exact date on which the Oenancy Bill would be intiodiiced as the 
weather was getting hotter at Lucknow During the couise of the debate Mr M AK 
Sherwani accused tlie Government of winning ovei the Opposition members 
by bribing them in the shape of honOiary magistrateships Ihereaftei, the 
proceedings were dull, when the Encumbeied Estates Amendment Bill was iindei 
discussion * 

TrFATMEXT or Shi A PRisoncna , ' " . 

25th MAY — Tlie Council discussed today a shoit-notice lesolution mov'ed by 
Syed Kalbe Abbas to discuss about the treatment of the fehiapiisoners in vanous 
jails in the matter of messing arrangements, classification of pusoneis, restiiction in 
freedom of association etc The resolution coveied a wide range of subjects The 
mover made a speech lasting foi more than an hour and a half The Minister of 
Justice made an equally lengthy reply categorically leply mg to all the points men- 
tioned by the mover He said that the Government was doing evei 7 thing possible 
to satisfy the demands of those pnsoncis, yet in spite of this facta campaign of 
vilification was going on against the Government Incidentally, he paid a tiibute to 
' of piisons who had pioved himself very efficient in regaid to 

jail population despite the ciiticism against him that he was a 
resolution was, however, withdrawn by the mov ci^ who was satis- 
fied with the assurance given by the Minister of Justice that the grievances of the 
prisoners mentioned by him would be looked into One impoitant featuie of todays 
debate was that not more than 15 members were present in their scats and on one 
occasion the Chair’s attention was diawn that there was no quonim 

The Council adjourned after adopting the Municipalities and District Boards 
(Amendment) Bills for postponing general elections due to be held this year 
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Excdmbered Estates Amekd bile (costd ) 

MAY —There was an interesting passage-at-arms between Dr Ram Ugrah 
Singh and the Jftnrster of Justice when the Encumbered Estates Amendment Bill 
was in the tlurd reading stage to-daj The Minister of Justice congratulated himself on 
i the easv p-issage of the bill R B Mohan Lai deputj leader of the Opposition, who 
'^followed ^m, congratulated the Minister of Justice on the manner in which he 
piloted this bill and also on accepting sei end amendments moved bv the members 
'Dr.~i?am Ugrah Singh, who did not like these mutual congiatulations, hegan to narrate 
aceoidingto him, seemed to haie taken place behind the scenes He asserted 
^tiat Ihe jMmister brought forn ard his amendments soon after the Employments Tax 
Bill Ak a result of discussion with some member* of the House. He wanted a catego- 
rica^.answei from the Minister whether it was so or not The Minister refused to 
le^j; to any such insinuation . 

OcDH Courts Amesd Bill 

Dr Ram Ugrah Singh pressed this mattei when the Oiidh Courts Amendment 
■ _ Bifl Avas under discussion He askefl the Minister whether he would agree to the 
’appointment of a committee of pnnleges to investigate into the allegations made by 
diim, to which the Minister did not Tep1j 
wr - “ ’ Tesascy Laws Amesd Bill 

' - At the end of todaj ’s proceedings an interesting situation was created b\ Dr Ram 

Ugrah Stngn b\ pressing his amendment to diiasion, asking for deletion of clause 4 
in ^he Tenancy' Laivs Amendment Bill mo>’«l by Dr Katju The result of the divi- 
sion was that eight loted for the amendment and eight against, half a dozen members 
remaining neutrd The President ga\e a chance to those who remained neutral to 
uivean indication of their mind, thereby relieving him from an awkward position 
"As no one came- to his help he gave his vote in faioui of the amendment which 
Was received wuh exclamation bv the Opposiuon membeis The Coimcil passed 
the Encumbered Estates Amendment Bill and the Oadh Courts Amendment Bill 

: COXSOLIDATIOE OF HOLDIKGS BiLL 

-S7lh MAYr-The Government sustained two defeats todaj when the House 
accept^ the two amendments moved bv Maivab Islam Ahmad Khan m connection 
with the Consolidation of Ho'dings Bill s^nsorcd by the 3Iinister of Justice The 
object of the first amendment was to lodge piotests against the Goi ernment for exclu- 
ding zammdais and lanBoid* fiom the benefits pioitesed to be confeired bj this 
raea=iire on the teaante The othei amendment was a minor one winch wanted to 
include the proprietor, lambardar oi co-shaiei along with tlie cultivator Though 
all the members who spoke on the bill welcomed it as a beneficent measure they 
could not appreciate the Goi ernmeut * viewpoint in not giiing the nght to the 
zamui^s 

Texaa'cy' Laws Amexd Bill 

29tli MAY —The Council, aftei sitting foi tw entj minutes, to-da> adjoumed tdl 
the Sri July to reassemble in Lucknow Consideiation of the Tenancy Bill was 
postponed on the motion of Rat Bahadur ilohanlal so that, durmg that interval, 
eS^rts foi reaching an understanding with the Government might be made. 
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Proceedings of the Bihar Assembly 

Winter Session — Patna — 16th January to 14th February 1939^; 

Mo^^\ -LENDERS (REGULATION OE TRANSACTIONS) BiLL 

The winter session of the Bihar Legislative Assembly commenced at 'Patn^ 
on the ICUi January 1939 mth a heavy agenda Mr Ram Dayalu Stnha, Speaker 
■nas in the chair Tlic proceedings began in a compaiatively sombie atnlpsphere) 
occasioned by a leference to ihc death of a numbei of membeis made by ^,thb 
Speaker and tributes wcic paid by all sections of the House, which then adjoux- 
ned till the next daj, the 17th January xvhen the hon Mi Anugraha Naratn Stnha 
mo\ed the Jlonej -lenders (Regulation of Tiansactions) Bill, seeking to repeal those 
sections of the Bihai Money-lenders Act which had been declared null and void 
by the Patna High Couit icccntlj Discussion arose as to the light of the Piovin- 
cial Legislature to enact measures within the Piovincial List and of the decisions of 
the High Court, which had \iitually depmed the Provincial Legislature of those 
rights The matter was not pursued further when the Government spokesman 
pointed out that the decision of the Fedeial Couit was awaited lit the meantime, 
the Proiincial Goveinment had constdeied it necessary to lectify those defects 
which had been pointed out by the High Court The motion for refeiiingthe Bill 
to a Select Committee, mo\cd by Mr Mahomed Yunus, Leadei of the Independent 
Party, was not accepted aud the House proceeded with the consideration of the 
Bill which was cicntiially passed 

Refund of Cess Bmu 

The Premier then moied the Bihai Refund of Cess Bill which sought to affoid 
facilities to landloids in connection with the lefund of the amount of cesS 
paid in excess Amotion, moied by Mr G P iV Stnha, Leadei of the Opposi- 
tion, for reference of the Bill to a Select Committee was adopted 

The next two Bills which weie moxed by the hon Mi Srt Krishna Stnha, 
Premier and Leader of the House and were passed, weie the General Clauses 
Amendment Bill seeking to bung into line the Piovincial General Clauses Act 
with the Indian Gcncial Clauses Act, and the Cess Amendment Bill aimed at 
reducing the rate of interest on the aueais of Cess pajable direct by pioprietois 
or tenuie-holdeis to the Goveinment oi by lent-fiee tenuieholdei to piopiietcps, 
besides certain formal amendments with a view to bunging the lefeienceF-to 
certain previous enactments in cei tain provisions of the Cess Act up to jlate * 

Reduction of Settled Rents Bill 

18th JANUARY —The Premier moved to day for consideration of the Ifosi Diaia 
(Reduction of Settled Rentsi Bill The Bill is a special measure seeking, reduction 
of lents settled foi fifteen jeais between 1923-31 under the Bihai , tenancy Act 
for the area compiising foui hundred villages in the revenue tfaet” of Kosf' m 
North Bihar At the time of piepaiing the lecoid of rights in these villageS-'tiie 
prices were high, but subsequently the tiade depiession hit the peasantiy haid 
The Bill was necessary to give the peasants lelief since the peiiod of settlement 
had not yet elapsed A motion foi lefeience of the Bill to a Select Committee 
avas moved by thiee members One member suggested that section 113 of the 
existing Act be modified in order to achieve the puipose of the Bill instead of 
bringing fonvaid fiesh legislation The suggcssion was supported by some Con- 
gress membeis Mi Baldev Sahay, Advocate-Geneial, explained the necessity for 
the Bill from the legal aspect Mi C F N Stnha Leader of the Opposition, 
pointed out the special natuie of the tract in which the nver Kosi lay The 
nver itself, which often shifted its source caused havoc on the countryside by 
floods The Premier, explaining the intention of the Bill, said that it was 
necessary because of the haidships felt by the inhabitants of that aiea The 
motion for referring the Bill to a Select Committee was adopted 

Mica Act Repeal Bill 

The Premier next moved for consideration of a Bill seeking to repeal the Bihar and 
OiiBsa Mica Act, 1930, which had been enacted in order to check and prevent 
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theft of and illicit dealins^s in mica The Govemment spokesman explammg the 
object of Bill, said that the Pnme Slmister recently visited the mica mmmg 
area, avhere it avas generally urged that the Act should be repealed. The Premier, 
after esamining the administration of the Act, found that its operation had not 
been successful in preventing theft of mica On the contrary, the Act had put 
unnecessary* restramt on the mica trade and harassed small* traders and iagers, 
-many of -whom had been driven out of busmess Therefore, he considered it 
necessary* to repeal the Act The Act or its repeal had nothmg to do mth the 
miGi^ trade generallv Members representing the constituencies where mica min- 
ing areas are situated supported the Bill, urgmg repeal of the esastmg Act Sr-- 
Maii S-arastvait Debt (Congress) pomted out the hardships evpenenced by small 
traders in mica owing to the existing Act and added tnat one of the election promi- 
ses held out by Congressmen of the Province was that Mica Act would be repealed 
.The Act proved favourable only to the capitalists and large traders and to the 
4ie&iment of middlemen diggers The Bill was passed 

. PcBLic Safeta Act Eepeal Bill 

Mr Anugrana Karagan Stnha, Finance Minister, next introduced the Bihar 
and OnSsa Public Safety Eepeahng Bill which was passed wathout disvussion 
The BiU sought to repeal the Bihar and Onssa Pubhc Sefety Act 1933, and the 
amending Act of 1936 which was due to expire m 1941 The hon Mr Sn Krtskna 
Stnka, iS'eroier, in the course of his speech on the objects and reasons, stated 
that It was necessary to repeal the Act, because it had been used m the past 
to stifle tte Intimate aspirations of the people and might be so used in the 
. future. j 

, Haeabibagh Tpaix Disastep. 

’ -19lh JANUARY —The necessitv for the appomtmcnt of an impartial tribunal 
■consisting of officials and non-officials to enqmre into the causes of the tram disaster 
near H^zanbagh Eoad ou January 12 was unanimously urged by the Assembly to- 
jdav' Mr. Sukkial Singh (Congr^s) moved that a C-ommittee of officials and’non- 
^officlals be appointed to enquire into the disaster Speakmg for the Government 3Ir 
'Krishna Ballabh Sahay said that the Government were in full sympathy with the 
objects of the motion and would take up the matter with the Government of India 

Dowbt Bestkaest Bill 

20th JANUARY —The followmg non-official bills were mtroduced to-day —Sir 
Jamuna Prasad Smgh’s Bihar Tenancy Amendment Bill, Mr Tajmul Hussam’s 
Suppression of Prostitution and Immoral Traffic Bill, Mr Yunus’s Local Self- 
Got ernment Amendment Bill, the Alumcij al Amendment Bill and the Mussalman 
VTakf Bill and Mr Sukhlal Singh’s Dowry Bestra nt B ll 

Moving for reference to the Select Committee of his BiU for restraint of the 
custom of takmg or ofienng dowry in marriages, Air Siil hlal Singh ixnnted out the 
evils of the system and the hardships caused bv it to the poorer classes The 
measure, he said, had been favourably received Air If Yunus, while expressmg 
iiureement with the prmciple of the BiD, said that the mesasure was difficult to put 
into operation However, if the measure could bnng about a wholesome social reform, 
technical difficulties shoidd not be allowed to stand m the way He pleaded for the 
Muslim view m regard to certain provisions of the Bill bemg borne m mmd durms 
Committee stage Siimati Saraswaii Devi (Congress) strongly advocated. 
' abolmon of the system which she said had led many young women *to commit 
suicide as their parents had been unable to provide the necessary dowry for their 
mamaue. Bnmati Sarada Den (Congress) considered the dowry system a stigma on 
TTin du” societv, which had resulted m the sacrifice of many young fives at the altar 
of a social feti^, which must be removed. Air Vmdheshwar Prosed Varma 
(Congress) held that a measure hke the present one had to be enacted sooner or later 
and. if the Alu^m^ claimed a dowrv or mam tamed that dowry formed an important 

f l t)f wedding ceremonies, such exemption as demanded by them might be acceded. 

JagatAsaram Lai, Parliamentary Secretary, supportmg the motion for reference 
. ... the Select Committee, said that It was necessary to adopt some measure to stop a 
practice which persisted m spite of resolutions passed bv the Ehyastha Conference and 
other boies^ The House at this stage adjourned till Monday next, the 23rd January, 
when replvmg or behalf 'of the Government, Air jST E Sn/iay, Parliamentary Sec- 
retary. refuted the contention that the Bill could not be taken up smee it mvolved 
a dumge m Hindu law, and said that the Bill could be amended to permit the ofier- 
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iiiK of relmous gifts It was also suggested that the Bill might be made non-appli- 
cable to hluslims if Muslim opinion so desired The Government did not want to 
oppose the measure He expressed opposition to the suggestion for exemption of v olun- 
tarj dovviies, since it was difficult to prove that a dowry was avoliintag' one, as also 
to define the terra dowiy He favomed reference of the Bill to a Select Committee for 
cfllcting improvements to the Bill with a view to preventing opportunities foi evasion 
of the provisions 9 he House agreed to the motion for reference to a Select Committee 
with a single dissentient voice ^ 

SoppEEsaioN or Pbostitdtion Bill 

21rd JANUARl —The House took up foi consideiation the Suppression of Prosti- 
tution and Immoral Traffic Bill to-day Mr Tajamul the sponsor, ipovedior 

refeiencc of the Bill to a Select Committee He said other provinces had enacted Similar 
legislation He leferred tothereport of the League of Nations, which had investigate 
the extent of the evil m countnes in Asia, including India Mr Vindeshwart Prosact 
Terma, moving an amendment foi ciiculation of the Bill to elicit public opinion, said 
that certain matteis in the Bill weie contioveisial and ceitam provisions needed ^llcida- 
tioii , for instance, whethei the offences mentioned in the Bill would be bailable, 
cognisable or rompoundable Jlr Btnclodanand Jha, Pailiamentaiy Secretary, said 
that the Government had drafted a Bill for suppiossion of immoral tiafic ijn. women 
but no legislation was enacted as little lesponse was met with when the Bill was calcu- 
lated He pointed out certain technical difficulties in the way of enfoictng the mea- 
sure He supported the motion foi circulation on behalf of the Government The 
motion for ciiculation was accepted by the House, which then adjourned 

SOPPLEMENTAB'i DEMANDS POP GBANTS ^ 

24tli JANUARY —The Assembly to-day took up consideration Of the third sup- 
plcracntary demands for grants Several cut motions were moved during a three- 
houi 8 discussion on a supplementary demand for grant of Rs 51,000 under th? head,. 
Public Health This sum inclndca Rs 31,000 for the purchase of quinine and^Ep. 
C,2C0 foi the establishment of Kalaazar centres The cut motions suggested, tnier'al^ 
the appointment of an expeit committee to conduct research in the incidence of mala- 
na and suggest methods for eradication of the disease, establishment of cinchona plan- 
tations in Biiiar with a view to meeting the growing demand for quinine in ruial 
aieas and introduction of the Avnnvcdic sy stem of treatment to combat the layagesof 
malaiia The motions were, howevei, withdrawn aftei Mi Rmorfonand JSa.'Pailia- 
mentaiv Secietaij, had enumeiated the vaiious measures the Government had under- 
taken 01 were contemplating m connection with the impiovement of public health 
He also assuied the House that the Government would consider the vanous sug^s- 
tions and adopt them as fai as practicable The discussion had not concluded Wheji 
the House adjourned till the 6th February when, after a heated discussion, the 'demand 
under Agiiculture was passed, all cut motions being withdrawn after the Govern* 
ment’s leply Theie was a prolonged discussion on the demand under the head Civil 
Woiks A cut motion to discuss the need foi giants to disUict boards for construction 
of loads was picssed to a division and lost Aftei two Qthei demands had been voted,, 
guillotine was applied and the lest of the demands were passed 

Bande Matabam in Schools 

The adjournment motion, in the name of Mr Afohiuddin Ahmed, to 
situation aiising out of incidents connected with the singing of the Bande Mataram 
songm schools, was taken up next The movei, nanating the incidents, alleged that 
Muslim students, who objected to the song, weie assaulted by Hindus, both students 
and outsiders Considerable heat was generated m the couise of the debate when 
Muslim members warned the Government of the giave and tiagic possibilities that 
weie likely to follow if they did not settle quickly the question of the singing of 
Bande Mataram and the hoisting of the tii-colour flag which, thev alleged, amounted 
to tyranny of the majoiity ovei the minority, Ones of “shame” and “withdraw” frSti 
the Congiess benches greeted Mi Jaffar Imam (Muslim League) when he said that 
Muslims did not considei Bande Mataiam as the national song and added that those 
(Muslims) who did had sold themselves He challenged Congressmen to hoist the 
tn-colour flag on Government House or the Assembly Chamber Replying to the 
debate, Di Syed Mahmud, Minister for Education, refuted the charge that the 
majonty was trampling over the minority While reiterating the Congress claim that 
the tn colour flag was a national flag, he desenbed how the tri-colour flag and the 
Bande Mataram song came to be the major symbols of the Congiess fight for free- 
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The Government’s intentions in this matter had been entirely misunderstood 
Ihe remoial of the ban on the tri-coIour flag meant that it could now be hoisted 
on educational institutions, but did not meant that hoisting would be done without 
the permission of the authorities of the institutions concerned He added that the 
Government had left the decision in the matter inth the authoiities of the institutions 
But in view of the recent contioversv, the Government had issued instructions to 
them tl^at before reaching a decision, due consideration must be paid to the reaction 
of t|ie general public if permission to hoist the flag was accorded While Mr 
Mahomed Shaft was speaking, the clock struck seven and the motion was talked out 

, ^ Echo Of Firing In Barna Village 

‘ ‘7tb FEBRUARY — ^The House discussed to-day a motion of 3Ir Govmd Fait 
Tiwart (Coalition) to discuss the lecent finng by the police in Baina, Darbhanga 
Blstiict, duiing Bakiid resulting in one bemg killed and three being mjuied Mov- 
ing the motion, Pandit Tiwan recounted the incidents leading to the disturbance 
and_ suggested the possibility of casualties being larger than estimated officially 
He questioned the justification for filing and urged that steps should be taken 
to prevent haidship due to further arrests Several Congress members expressed 
dissatisfaction at the Government’s leply and urged a thorough investigation into 
fhc justification for filing Winding up the debate, the Premier said Siat it was 
not pleasant for a popular Government to defend an action involving firing by 
the police It had been uiged that more police should have been detailed eailier to 
prevent the incident, jet finng had been criticised severely by members The 
problem of cow-saciifice was most difficult to solve He believed that Muslims 
had the nght to sacnfice cows Muslims, howerver, accused him of not allowing 
file sacrifice of cows in exeicise of their leligious rights Hindus, on the other 
hand, attached different attachment to the cow, which they worshipped It had been 
disputed whether the custom of cow sacnfice existed in that village His infoimation 
was that the custom existed there The forces at the disposal of the Govern- 
ment' \v ere limited and had to meet any eventuality On Januaiy 23 and 25 
last,' me Piemiei stated, the authorities visited the scene of the incident and 
pli'en appiehension of a bieach of the peace was realised, a police foice was de- 
puted to meet the situation The man who was responsible foi raising the agita- 
tion was appioached by the authoiities and gave an assurance that nothing un- 
toward would happen Piopei steps had been taken to see that pence was main- 
tained Filing was oidered as the last resoit If finng had not been resorted 
to more lives vvould have been lost He assured the House that he would consider 
the points raised by members in the course of the debate The motion was talked out 

Floods in North Bihar 

■The House discussed an unofficial resolution moved by Mr Bamcharan Sinha 
(Congiess), which recommended to the Government to take immediate steps for the 
pieventron of floods in Noith Bihar The House at this stage adjourned till the 
next day, the 8th February, when several Congiess members ciiticised the Govern- 
ment foi not havmg taken any jnactical steps so fai for the mitigation of floods 
Su^estions were made for raising a loan to finance a comprehensive scheme to 
che« effectively the hardships caused by the frequent floods, and to appoint experts 
to investigate the problem Others drew the attention of the Government to the 
Ifnmediate needs following the floods Mr Jimut Bahan Sen, Parliamentai'y Secre- 
tary, said that he explained yesterday the measures already taken by the Government 
to deal with the flood problem Eefeinng to the recommendations of the Conference, 
held at Patna last year to evolove a pobey to be adopted by the Government regard- 
ing the constructions of bimds, he said that the Government were not committed 
eiSier to a pio-bund or an anti-bund policy, but vvould follow the middle course, 
namely, to construct bunds where necessary after consultmg experts A special 
Flood Officer had been ajipomted and the Government were engaged in conducting 
L'survey of the Kosi area in North Bihar, which was subjected to heavy floods Mr 
AftN fiinAo, Finance Minister, refeinng to mmor irrigation scheme prepared by 
the Government, said that it would prove beneficial both to land-lo ds ^d tenants 
by increasing the earning capacity of the people of those areas Ir^identally, 
it ^would be conducive to nutigatmg the distress caused by the floods The resolu- 
tion was withdrawn 

Sugar Control Act at Work 

" 8th to'9th FEBRUARY —The next resolution, moved by Mr Harbans Sc^ay 
(Congress), advocated the appointment of a committee to inquire into the Sugar Fac- 
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tones Control Act of 1937 and the rules made thereunder The mover questioned the 
utility of the Act and the rules so far as the peasants were concerned, and doubted 
whether the Act had proved to be of any benefit to the latter The rules, he said, had not 
resulted in an increased yield of sugarcane crops in reserved and assigned areas. 
There was a sharp difference of opinion on the resolution, uhich the Go\ernment 
opposed, uhile most of the mcmneis chiefly Congress, supported it stioiigly point- 
ing out the hardships caused by the Act and the rules to the growers quingto 
reservation As a result of resenation, they experienced consideiable difficulty in 
convening sugarcane to the nearest mills, since in many cases the aieas reserved 
or assigned to mills uere situated at a great distance The discussion had not 
concluded when the House adjourned till the nest day the 9th February, when 
Mr A N Sinha, Finance Minister, replying to the debate, said that while Jje 
did not defend anything which could be characterised as a detect in the woikmg 
of Sugarcane Act and the rules made theiennder, he did not favour the appoint- 
ment of a committee at this stage to enqmre into the administration of the Act 
and the rules, which would intcrfeie with the fieedom and noimal working of 
sugar mills and thereby affect the growers adveisely The Government would 
consider carefully the cnticisms and suggestions made by members for improve- 
ment in thcopeiation of the Act and the lules After the Government’s reply the 
mov er of the icsolution wanted to w ithdraw it, but some Muslim ' members 
objected, the resolution was pressed to a division and lost 

Legislation fob Beggar 

lOUi FEBRUARY — ^The Assembly devoted the entiie day to dis'-ussing 
non official resolutions, one of which iccommended the intioduction^of legislation - 
for declaiing beggary an offence, and providing housing foi old and Infiim beggnra 
and segregating diseased ones The resolution was withdiawn, after the Goveinmenti§( 
reply stating that legislation on the lines recommended was impiactical at jneseiit 
in view of the religious sentiments attached to begging and the laige expenditnio 
involved The Government would, however, investigate the whole question vand 
take steps to check beggary as far as possible and sc^iegate lepious beggais in asylums 

The House accepted a resolution uiging the Govemment to issue a statemcnl^ 
explaining the steps they proposed to take legaiding the removal of untouohability - 
among the scheduled castes of the Province The House then adjourned till the 13th 

Bihar Labour Enquiry 

13th FEBRUARY —Mr IT tl Chandra (Congress Laboui) lecommcnded to 
the Government to take “immediate and adequate steps against the Bengal Noith- 
Westem Railway authonties foi then refusal to co-opeiate with and then discouitesy 
to the membeis of the Bihar Laboui Enquiry Commitee ’’ The lesolutiomTvas * 
withdiawn after a prolonged discussion and the Government’s lejily to it The movei 
enumerated instances of “discouitesy” shown to the membeis of the Copimittee 
by the Superintendent of the Loco Workshops, Samastipur, who refused to give 
evidence or allow the Committee to inspect the workshop Sir A N Sinha, Minister 
for Labour, placed before the House a telegraphic communication received fiom the 
Agent, B N W Railway, intimating that the Agent had no mfoimation ^out 
the alleged acts of discourtesy, that non-co opeiation with the Committie -was 
not intentional, and expressing his regiet The Minister said that, thbiigh all fjie 
details about the incidents were not available fiom the railway authorities, the incidents 
appeared more to be the result of a misunderstanding than intentionaL He 
assured the House that the Government would take strong action in case it transpired 
that there was any intentional discourtesy or attempt at non-co operation with the 
Committee 

Bills Referred to Select Committees 

'The House referred the Private Irrigation Works Amendment Bill and another 
Bill to Provide for the constiaiction, improvement and maintenance by the Provunclal 
GcJvernment of certain irrigation, drainage, reclamation, sanitary improvement 
and flood alleviation woiks to a joint Select Committee of both the Houses of the 
Legislature 

Municipal Amendment Bill 

14th FEBRUARY — ^The House agreed to the Finance Minister's motion to 
circulate for eliciting public opinion the Municipal Amendment Bill introduced 
by him The Bill sought democratisation of municipal bodies by means ot remov al 
or the system of nomination and replaced the present joint electorate with reservation 
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seats for the Muslim community on a population basis Provision ivas also made 
Lor the co-opti(m of scheduled caste members up to one-twelfth of the total numbei 
jf Municipal Commissioners The Bill also sought to maintain pm ity of administra- 
tKm by empowering the Provincial Government to lemove Municipal Commissioners 
tor misconduct in the discharge of their duties or slackness in payment of taxes 
During the debate on the Bill a suggestion for complete separate electoiates for 
Muslims was made by Opposition Muslim members while Congiess, scheduled caste, 
ind women members demanded reseivation of seats for soheciuled castes and 
women on municipal boards The House then adjourned till February 20 

• Budget Session— Patna— 20th February to 28th April 1939 

FxxANcrAL Statement fob 1939—40 

20th FEBRUARY — “Bihar will have a balanced budget for 1939-40 but it will 
only be just balanced ” This observation was made by the bon Air Anugraha 
Narayan Stnha, Finance Alinister, in presenting the Budget estimates of the 
Government of Bihar for the year 1939-40 to-day Though no additional taxation 
measures formed part of his budget proposals, the Alinister indicated that he was 
contemplating additional taxation and that its intioduction was inevitable He 
emisaged the possibility of a laige loan, amounting to about two and a half 
crores, bemg floated within the next few years to finance the luial grid electri- 
fication scheme. The year 1939-40, the Alinister said, is expected to open iiith an 
opening balance of Es 70 lakhs Revenue for the next yeai is taken at Es 
lakhs and the expenditure charged to revenue at Rs 537J lakhs, leaiing a 
small revenue surplus of Rs 75,000 There is also a small excess of loans leco- 
v^ed -over loans adianced, amounting to Rs 7i lakhs, out of which one lakh 
will- be expended on the completion of earthquake reconstruction This will leave 
a ^irplus of Es 7^ lakhs, which will raise the balance to 77 J lakhs The Fi- 
narme Minister, however, indicated that more than this surplus would be required 
to meet the suppleraentai-y demands arising during the year and the Budget was, 
theiefore," baiely balanced The increase in next year’s anticipated leienue oiei 
thjs year’s reused is about Es 19 lakhs, after allowing for a further reduction 
of fen lakhs as a result of extension of the prohibition programme The expen- 
diture charged to~Tevenue exceeds the revised estimate foi the current yeai by 
Es 33i laSis 

Geneeal Discussioit OF Budget 

, * 22nd to 24Ui FEBRUARY — General discussion of the budget was resumed 
on the 22nd', mostly Opposition membeis paiticipated in the debate The deve- 
lopment dcheme embodied m the Budget came in for most cnticism All M 
Fwnwsv, Leader of "the Aluslim Independent Party, said that one of the most 
importaht drawbacks' of the Budget speech was that it belittled the political 
programme of the' Ministry He doubted the sinceiitv of the present Government 
for the F^ffsie of the' peasantiy and said, that they had enacted far too many 
‘'measuieS* to be of any real benefit to anybody Several Aluslim 
mdmbei'S bitteily cnticised the Government for having made a giant of Rs 
to the ’Hniveisity and uiged that the claim or the Aligaih Umveisity 
to^^^eitu assistance was equally good Other membeis pointed oat that local 
neeife ta'yaiiou.§ diiections m different part of the province weie claiming the 
attention -of the Government A few others acknowledged that the Finance 
Almister had produced the best Budget TOssible under the circumstances and the 
limitations in winch they worked The House had a night sitting on the 24th 
when Air Haytrtgn, representing the Anglo-Indians, urged the adoption of bolder 
schemes for ch^ckmg floods regardless of the cost AIi Jagatnaram Lai, Pailia- 
ifleqtary-Secretary, on behalf or the Government, repudiated the criticism that 
thff^Rud^et lacked vision, imagination and courage He denied the ciiticism that 
thc Ba^t did not represent a complete picture of the financial position of the 
province He pointed out that the purchasing power of the people could not be 
rahanced by a magic wand It was governed by economic forces The Govern- 
ment had succeeded in preservmg the credit of the province intact This 
concluded the budget discussion and the House adjourned till the 15th March 

Voting on Budget Demands 

15th to aist MARCH —Voting on Budget demands for grants commenced on 
the 15th, March At &e outset tne House took up the consideration of cut 
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motions to the demands under the head “Police” The discussion ivas , continued' 
on the next day, the 16th March, when the “protective qualities on Jhe Gandhi 
Cap” and the possibilities of the giowth of national consciousness among the 
police foice by the use of Khaddar were pointed out through a cut motion Jlr 
K B Sahay, on behalf of the Government, stated that the Goveimnent had 
purchased Khadi unifoims woith Es 20,000 last yeai and this year had placed 
orders foi Khadi uoith Es 91,795 The cut motion uas withdiaun on the 
assuiance given by the Government that they would buy foi the police 
uniforms all the Khadi that the All-India Spinneis’ Association could 
supply The grant for Es 72,45,423 was then voted Next day the 17lb March 
the establishment of an Agnoultuial College in the piovince was uiged by a “cut” 
motion, moved against the demand under the head “Agiiculture”, the discussion - 
on which occupied the whole day The motion was withdiawn on the assuiance'' 
given by Dr Syed Mahmud that the Government weie exploiing schemes foi 
the complete reorganisation of education, keeping in view the needs of agiicultu- 
ral and industiial training and that the Government woidd examine the possibility 
of establishing an Agiicultural College The House then adjourned till Monday 
the 20th March, when it voted the demand foi Es 10,20,736 in lespect 
of agncultuie, two cut motions having been withdrawn after long discussion 
The motions sought to discuss the necessity foi the impiovement of Bachha(tr„ 
and Shababad breeds of cattle in the piovince and the “unsatisfactoiy 

woik done by the staff and the paucity of hands” in the Agiicultiinl * 

Department Eeplying to the debate, the Government spokesman assured 
the House that no one was keenei than the Government for the mpio* 

vement of agncultuie The Goieinment had decided upon intensive impiovement 
work in cattle breeds at two places initially, Shohabad and feitamaihi A Scheme 
of woik, piepared by expeits invited fiom outside, had pioved costlj*" and ‘the 
Government weie considenng a levised and moie modest estimate 'Next diy, 
the 21st March, discussion on two cut motions against the demand m uespect 
of “Geneial Admimstiation occupied the entiie day’s sitting The ple*i 

for appointment to Government Sei vices by means of a competitive exa- 
mination was made through one cut motion, which was eventually wllii- 
drawn aftei an assuiance by the Government that they had accepted' 

the principle of making appointments by competition Mi K B Sahay, 

Pailiamentaiw Secietaiy, however, said that the necessity foi satisfjing teiiitoiial 
and communal claims foi lepiesentation m the seivices did not allow the Govern- 
ment to caii 7 out the piinciple The next cut motion, which lelated to the 
amelioiation of the condition of the peasantiy, was under discussion wjiep ,the^ 
House adjourned till the next day, the 22nd March, when aftei the GoveiUment 
spokesman had replied, the cut motion was withdrawn A, ’plea to hold 
the Assembly sitting at Eanchi, the summei capital of Bihai, vvas next 
made by seveial speakers when Mi Jamuna Karjee (Congiess) mpved 

a cut motion under the head “Geneial Administration” to discuss the sul^ect. 
The motion was pressed to a division and lost by 60 votes toT5 In the 
of his reply, Mr Krishna Ballabh Sahay, Paihamentai'y feeCietaiy, polnt6d__ dht 
the difficulties in the way of accepting the suggestions, namely the inadequiJ^ ,pf^ 
accommodation at Eanchi and the heavy expenditure which the proposal lUvoivtil’ 
and said that the Government had heard the pros and cons of, the case, and 
would come to a decision, aftei due consideiation He agreed ahojit the necessity 
of establishing closei contact with Ohota-Nagpur, but added that the agitation 
for separation of Chota-Nagpui from Bihai could not be checked by simply holding 
the sittings of the Assembly at Eanchi The House, aftei voting a demand for 
Es 57,08,774 in lespect of “General Admimstiation,” adjourned till the next day, 
the 23r(I March, when it voted, aftei a short discussion, a demand for Es. 
24,000 to defray the charges in respect of a capital outlay in legaid to .Bie 
electric schemes The cut motions tabled against the demand were not mOved as 
the Finance Minister suggested that the Government policy with legaid to ‘3ectii- 
fication would be the bettei discussed duiing the debate on the supplemqptaiy 
demand on April 4 The House took up the demand for “Iiiigation” and 
discussed two cut motions against it Eeplying to the debate on the first cut 
motion which sought to discuss the desiiability of making adequate anangeraents 
for irrigation in North Bihai, Mi A K Sinha said that the opeiation of the 
legislation passed by the House in connection with major and minor iriigation works 
would go a long way to removing the want of iiiigational facilities in the province The 
cut motion was withdiawn, and the House adjourned till the next day, the 24th March 
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•wlien it considered the fouith supplementary statement of expenditure for 1938-39 to- 
day AH demands, except a token demand for Rs 15 to defray the charges in respect 
of pieliminary expenditure on the electrification scheme, nrere voted ivithout 
discussioiw After prolonged discussion, a cut motion moved against the supplemen- 
tary budget in connection with the demand for the electiification scheme was 
ne^atned 'without a division and the token demand was voted Mi Wilson Haigh 
<0hota iTagpur, European), mPving the cut motion, uiged the desirability of explo- 
ring fuithei facilities for buying electric power before embarking upon the scheme 
of building a Government geneiating station He also suggested that foreign 
■expert opinion be invited on the scheme He opposed the suggestion of 

liaiang a central power station and advised a grid system by linking the existing 
power houses on the ground of the possibility of a province- wide bieakdown in 
the case of sabotage or a natural catastrophe Mr J N Lai, Pailiamentai 7 
^ecietarv, replying, said that there was no necessity for consul tmg foreign experts, 
smcef the Technical Committee, which had examined the scheme, contained all- 
India experts, who had practical working experience of similai schemes in the 
country, Bihar was better fitted loi the scheme in view of its better resouices 
than other piovinces He said that the Government disapproved of the gnfi 
hcheme spid also Mr Haigh’s sii^estion for buying power from piivate concerns 
.Hie House adjourned till Monday- next, the 27th March, when it discussed 
'and* lotfed , budget demands under the heads “Iiiigation” and ‘Medical’ 
'Alter discps'sion of a cut motion, dunng which the need for a comprehensive 
Bcfieincof irjigation and prevention for floods for the Piovince was emphasised, 
tho demand. lor Es 14,58,567 was voted Next day, the 30th March a budget 
demand for .Es 25,240 to defiay the charges in lespect of collection of Agri- 
cultural Income-thx was moved by the Finance Minister, tlv C P N Smha The 
L&Kier->tSr the Opposition, moving a “cut” motion, pleaded for the postponement 
of the opeiation of agricultural income-tax for one or two years, on the ground 
or ^ iffabtUty of the zammders to shoulder the burden of taxation at present 
The Finance Minister, replying, regretted that the Goveinment could not agree 
to the suggestion He said that the Government weie fully aware of the condition 
of tho^aihiudais and would instruct ofiicers not to be unduly exacting in the assess- 
-meirvt ifad realisation of the tax He also said that since the tax was based on the 
net income of landloids, it took cognisance of poor lent collections The House 
rejected the amendment, and voted the demand, as also other demands in respect of 
loans and advances by the Provincial Goveinment, stamps aim pensions, no "cut” 
motions being moved in respect of these three demands The House adjourned till 
the next day, the 31st March, when a cut motion against the demand foi Education, 
which WAS discussed the whole day, also came under the guillotine, which was 
applied 'at 5pm The cut motion sought to discuss the Wardha education scheme 
and raised a protest from Opposition Muslim benches agamst the seculanty of the 
scheme Dr Syed 'Mahmud, Education Mmistei replying, said that the scheme 
made provision for moral instruction, which included the geneial principles of Islam 
and other religioilk, but he regretted that, owing to financial difiiculties, the provision 
oPteacheis for dhe different sects for giving religious instruction m paiticulai faiths 
was'irot possible Hoifever, the school buildings, he assured them, would be available 
to ah’ communities for organising leligious classes at then own expense With regard 
to j6o-education, the Minister saia that the scheme as applied in Bihar did not contem- 
plate co-edncation Teaching in basic ciafts was consideied necessary by modem 
educationists. The guillotme at this stage was applied and all the 24 remammg 
.demands aiefe passed Voting on Budget demands then concluded and the House 

adjourned till the 3rd April 
- 

' * .■*- Inclusion of Excluded Areas 


■Sts. 


ItPtr. — The Assembly to-day passed unanimously the resolution moved 
bi the'T’ffnie Minister on March 30, recommending to the Government of Bihar 
“that His Majesty’s Government be moved through the Goveinment of India and 
the Secretary of State to repeal the provisions of the Government of India Act of 
1935, which distingmsh the Excluded and the Partially Excluded Aieas from other 
tenitoiies m Bntish India, so that these areas be brought completely under the su- 
pervision and control of their respective Responsible Governments Support was 
lent to the resolution by all sections of the House Messis Ignes Bed and Boniface 
Lakra (Coalition Abon^nes), while supporting the resolution, wanted a career of 
‘self-determimsm” for Chota Nagpur Mi Ignes Beck said that the Abongmal 
Tribes residing in the Excluded Aieas wanted protection, but did not want seclusion. 



-3-26 APB ’39 ] OFriClAL BILLS DISCUSSED 243 

He invited the present Ministiy to win the eonfidence of the Aboriginal people, 
sajing that they preferied to have piotection fiom then own countijmen The total 
niimbei of AboiiKinalB all ovei the countiy stood at about twenty-thiee millions, and 
these should not he ignoied 

Muslim Waefs Bill 

40i APRIL — The Assembly consideied the Bihar Muslim Wakfs Bill intio- 
dueed by Dr Syed Mahmud, Education Minister, and lefeired it to a select commit- 
tee The Bill sought to ensure piopei administiation of Wakfs by a Wakf Boaid the 
entne cost of which will be borne thiough the levy of a contiibution from Wftkf 
estates in the province The Government agreed to the suggestion made by Mr 
Tajamul Hussain (Muslim Independent) to consult ulemas 

The Markets & Dealers Bill 

5th APRIL — Di Syed Mahmud, Mmistei for Education and Development, in- 
troduced to day, the Bihai Maikets and Dealeis Bill, designed to piovide foi bettei 
control and regulation of maikets, and foi licensing shops and ceitam kinds of 
dealers in the piovince of Bihai Aftei a bnef discussion, the House agieed to cii- 
culate the Bill foi eliciting public opinion The Assembly then adjourned till Apiil 12 

Private Irrigation Amend Bill 

12th APRIL —The House held a biief sitting to-day and passed, With slight 
modifications, the Bihai and Oiissa Piivate Iiiigation Woiks (Bihai Amendm^f) 
Bill as reported by a joint committee of both the Houses The affiendihg 11111 
sought to remove ceitain defects in the oiiginal Act andempoweied fhe Collector to 
conshuct and lepaii small iiiigation woiks and lealise the cost fiom the persons 
benefitted The House then adjourned till Apiil 24 -> 

Motor Spirit Taxation Bill ^ ' ' 

24th APRIL —The House pioceeded with the consideiation of ofiicial Bill to-fiay 
and jmssed into law the fiist taxation measuie adumbiated in the Budget speech of 
the Finance Mmistei, in which he had pointed out that the Goveimmeat needed 
additional levenue to implement the vaiious development schemes ujijlci'taken 
by them This was the Bihai Motoi Spmt Taxation on Sales Bill, imposing a tRx'iw all i 
retail sales of motoi spiiit in the province at the late of one anna six pies' 
per gallon The Bill piovided foi the legistiation of letail dealeis in motoi 
spiiit Uniegisteied dealeis will not be permitted to sell such spmt in letaiL 

Lac Control Bill 

Dr Syed Mahmud, Development Minister, next moved for the refgience to 
a Select Committee of the Bihai Lac Contiol Bill, which aimed at tlie lehabi- 
litation of the Lac industry safeguaiding the mteiests of gioweis and small 
tiadeis, legulating puces, licensing manutactuieis, and constituting a Lac Contiol 
Boaid, consisting of lepiesentatives of the impoitant lac-giowmg piovinces and 
States to advise the Government on all impoitant matteis connected with the 
administiation of the Bill when enacted Discussion on the motion had ,not 
concluded when the House adjourned till Monday next, the 25tb Apnl, wheh. the 
Bill was lefeiied to a select committee The Opposition- motion foi cficiriataon 
of the Bill to elicit public opinion was negatived .. 

Immoral Traffic Suppression Bill 

The Government next sought permission to intioduce the Bihar ^Suirpiessipn 
of Immoial Tiatfic Bill A discussion arose on a point of oidei, whether the 
Bill could be intioduced, in view of a similar private Bill having beott^tlodu- 
ced earlier in the session by Mi Tajamul Hussain Khan BahaduTK^ghirul 
Hague, who occupied the chan in the absence of the Speaker point^di^it,,ihat 
under the rules a motion identical to the one introduced earlier in i-gession 
could not be introduced Giving his ruling on the subject of admissibility of 
Ml Jaglal Choudhiy’s Bill, Khan Bahadur Saghiiul Haque said that he had 
read carefully the luling of Mi Khaja Nooi, President of the old Bihai Legisla- 
tive Council as well as that of bn B K bhanmukbam Chetti He was unable 
to see eye to eye with the Government with regard to the interpretatfon of the 
term “decision” as used in the lule That teim, in the opinion of the Chaiinran, 
could only mean either the final acceptance oi rejection of the measure and not 
some decision with regaid to any intermediaiy step such as circulation oi 
leference to select committee 
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ACRICULTDEAIi IxCOME-Tax B tt.T. 

The Finance Uinister then introduced a short Bill entitled the Bihar Am- 
cultural Incometax (Second Amendment) Bill, which was passed qmcldy 

, Private Irrigatios Works Bill 

26tlf- APRIL —The House considered to-day clause by clause and parsed the 
Bihar Pmote Irngation Works Bill, as reported by the Select Committee The 
House then adjourned sine die 


Proceedings of the Bihar Council 

- # •* 

Winter Session — Bihar — 24th January to 14th February 1939 

The Texakcy & Lakd Revesije Sales Bills 

The ■^inter Session of the Bihar L^slative Council commenced at Patna on the 
24th January, 1939 Two non-official bdls, the Bihar Tenancy Second Amendment Bdl 
and the Bihar Land Revenue Sales Amendment Bdl, were disposed of The first BiU, 
which sought to widen the scope of the grounds on which an application would 
be made Listrict Judge for the appointment of a common manager for the 

adnunistration of jomt estates, was referred to a Select Committee The second 
Bill proilding for infonnation of the sale of an estate m default of land revenue 
bein^ communicated directly to the piopnetor concerned evoked much iscussion, 
after -Hrluch, the House agreed to circulate the Bill for ehcitmg public opinion 

Th^ Council also wanted permission for the intioduction of 8 non-ofiScial 
Bills Such 'Bills introduced were Bihar Prevention of Hindu Bigamous 3Iprriage 
Bill Bihar ■" Legislative Members’ Privileges and Powers Bdl, Bdiar Tenancy 
Second Amendment Bdl, Bihar Land Revenue Sales Amendment Bdl, Bihar 
Preventicm of Unequal Mamage Bill and Bihar Public Demands Recovery 
Amendment Bdl ]Mr Moharak Alt moved that the Bihar Tenancy Second 
Amendment Bdl be referred to a Select Committee Mr Ah said that the 
object of the Bdl was to provide for management of co-sharers’ estate by 
common manager He said that in many cases co-sharers of estates even did not 
know as to how many shares thej had m that estate. So, it would be better 
to make a- law for the appointment of a common manager to such estates having 
a number «f co-sharers The Adiocate-General informed the House that the 
Govemmeut had no objection to the Bill but he pom ted out that the appointment of 
a common manager misht entail hardship on the co-sharers as th^ would be 
requyied fo meet the cost of common management On unanimous opmion of the 
Honfee,. Mr Moharak All’s Bill was referred to a Select Comnuttee. The House 
th^ ^djoumed tdl the 6th February 

Nok-ofeicial Bills Discussed 

t5th FEBRUARY -—The Couned to-day refused to take mto consideration the 
Bihar Cess Amendpaent Bill, 1939, by 11 votes to 8 'The Bdl, which stood m 
the name ot Air , Mobarak Ah, sought to make estates that fall in default hable 
'for recovery o£ arrears 

Air Maheshiear Prasad Warayan Singh's Bdl to amend the Bihar Tenancy 
Act of 193Sr was withdrawn after the Government’s assurance that BiUs of a more 
comprehensive nature relatmg to tenancy reforms would be brought forward by 
the Government early in Aprd next 

-After prolonged debate, Air Funyadeo Sharma withdrew the Hmdu Biga- 
mous Alamages Bdl The Prime Minister said that the Government weie opposed 
to th». Bill, firstly, because bigamy was not prevalent m India, and, secondly, 
provmcial legislation would not improve the position as it was impossible to restnet 
people marrjjmg outside the Provmce Such legislation by the Central Assembly 
Avould he better, as it could be enforced on all provmces 

Another social measure brought forward by the same member to prevent 
unequal marriages was agreed to be circulated to ehcit public opmion Two Bdls 
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jn the name of Mr Gursahay Lai, the Bihar Lcgishtnre Membeis’ Privileges and 
Powers Bill and the Bihar Tenancy Amendment Bill were withdrawn by 
the mover 

The House referred to a Select Committee the Bihar Land Eevenue Sales 
Amendment Bill moved by Mr Mobarak Ah, which was designed to give informa- 
tion regarding sale of an estate m default of payment of land revenue ditectly to 
the propnetor , 

Non-officials Ecsolotions Discussed 

7tb FEBRUARY — ^The Council commenced the discussion of non-officnl resolu- 
tion on the 7th and continued it on the next few days JTAan Bahadur Ismatl moved 
the following resolution — “This Council recommends to the Government of Bihar to 
be pleased to recommend to the Government of India that the rate of interest fixed 
at four and five per cent on A and B class of loans respectively advanced to sufferers 
of eathquake under the Natural Calamities Act be reduced to two pci cent pel annum 
m view of the perpetual economic depression and other causes affecting adversely the 
means and lesources of debtors " The Khan Bahadur said that in 1936 there occiiiTed 
terrible eaithquake rendering the people of Bihai homeless and causing immense loss 
to them The Bihar Government secured -considerable amount of money from India 
Government and distiibuted it among suffeiers by way of loans Soon after there 
was economic depression, which cnppled the resources of the people specially the 
borrowers Thej ueie lendeied unable to pay the high late of inteicst on then loans 
So it was highly desiiabic that the rate of interest on this loan be reduced to two phr 
cent Mis Malcolm t, ng'i moved an amendment that no amount of in teiest be hence- 
forth realised horn the bonowers On the peimission of the House the resoMitibn arid the 
amendment was withdiawn On the next day, the 8th February, a lesolution moved 
by Ml Saitsh ( handra Sinha recommended to the Goveinment to take necessaiy 
steps foi conveying to His Majesty's Government a lequest foi constituting the 
Chota Nagpui division and the feantal Parganas distiict into a separatfe •GovernOi’s 
Piovince The mover dwelt at length on the history of the above aiea and tbeheed 
foi its foimation as a sepaiate piovince He also detailed the latial, enltui£rl, geo- 
graphical geological, financial and political leasons foi the constitution of n separate 
province Eepljing to the debate, the Prime Minister said that the question had 
been examined at length The piincipal leasons why the area should not'bu cons- 
tituted as a separate piovince, he said, weie linguistic and cultuial The area could 
not be attached to Bengal The aboriginal population foimed twenty five per cent of 
the total population of the aiea On this giound also sepaiation could not be 
advocated Ihe tiact was moie similai to Bihai both linguisticallj and cnltmally. 
The Premier quoted figures extensively in suppoit of bis argument He added thirt sepa- 
ration would result only in additional taxation to meet the cost of administiation 
of the terntoiy which was still a backward aiea The present Government Bad alieady 
adopted various measuies for the amelioration of the inhabitants of Chota Nagpur 
A lesolution lecommending the establishment of boards in each- divasipn in 
ordei to bring about bettei relations between landlords and tenants, as also betiseen 
cicditois and debtois and to settle disputes between them was moved by Mr, Gur 
Sahay Ball and lost by 7 votes to 1 * j 

Mica Eepealinq Bill 

10th FEBRUARY — The House discussed non-official Bills to day Rai Brtjraj 
Krishna moved that the Bihar Mica Repealing Bill as passed by the Legislative 
Assembly be taken into consideiation The mover said that the Mica Act*was doing 
immense harm to the small mica industrialists It had the effect of j*infining the 
mica industiy m the hands of a few big miners Its working had iproved that the 
small dealeis had been driven out altogether fiom the field of anica business 
Besides this the purpose foi which the Act was enfoiced was not altogether ^ened 
All the people in the mica aiea had been vehemently opposed to the->-Act The 
Goveinment also had very insufficient income from the working of this Act There 
was theiefoie no reason why this Act would be letained on the Statute Booki It 
must be repealed outright The House unanimously passed the Bill 

Pdbi ic Safety Act Repeal Bill ^ 

The Council next considered the Bill meant to repeal fte Bihar Public Safety 
Act Mr Brijnandan Prasad moved that the Bihar Public Safety Repealing Bill as 
passed by the Legislative Assembly be taken into consideration Mr Mobarak Ah 
said that he wasundei impression that all the other lepiessive measures would be 
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repealed. There ■were shll the Criminal Laiv Amendment Act and other repressive laws 
still existing He hoped that such measures would also be repealed He warned the 
Goreniment to see that the repealing of this Public Safety Act might not encouiage 
the people for no-rent campaign This Act was bemg repealed but the C I 1) 
pedpR weie still reporting meetings and doggmg the people The Bill was then 
passed^'ananimoubly > 

Ageiculturai, Ikcome Tax Bill 

House then took up the consideration of the Bihar Agricultural Income-Tax 
(Amenament) Bill Mr Mobarak Ah demanded that letters and notices sent through 
post jmder section 42A of this Act should be sent by registered envelope to ensure its 
receipt. The Bill was unanimously passed 

Moxey-lexders (Eegulatiox or Traxsactioxs) Bill 

The House then took into consideration the Bihar Money-Lenders (Eegulation 
of Transactions) Bill Mr Gursahat Lai demanded that the pioiisions of the pre- 
sept Bill and the Bihar Money-Lenders Act should be embodied in one compre- 
hensive Bill There was no reason why the present Bill and the Money-Lenders Act 
should work separately The Advocate-General did not agree with the suggestion 
The Bill was then unanimously passed 

■ K Private Irrigation Works Bill 

FEBRUARY — Hat Brtjraj Krishna moved that the Bihar Pnvate Imgation 
Works (Amendment) Bill and the Bihar Minor Imgation, Drainage, Agricultural 
Land Eetlhmation, Sanitary Improvement and Flood Alleviation Works Bill be 
leferred to a Joint Select Committee The House then adjourned till the 20th Febiuary 


Budget Session — Patna — 20th February to 27th March 1939 

Baxde Mataram in Schools 




The Budget session of the Council commenced on the 20th Febmary when 
afterdhe piesentation and reading out of the Budget the Council adjourned till the 
15th March, when leplymg to a question of lUian Bahadur Ismail regardmg the 
National Flag hoisting and “Bande Mataram” song in schools and colleges. Dr 
Mahmud said that the Government were aware that hoistmg of the National Flag 
hud singing of “Bande Mataiam” song had been made a ground of resentment by a 
section of Muslims, but they belieied that their pohey in regard to these two matters 
had been misconstrued and imsrepresented The policy of the Government with 
regard "to these was that in educational institutions the National Flag could be 
hoisted over. the buddings only with the pei mission of the school or college authori- 
ties. Ji the latter gaie such a peimisuon the Government would not interfere uith 
their.^.discrefion. provided the said permission was in respect of the National Flag 
With regard to the “Bande Matram” song, Dr Mahmud expressed legiet that their 
policy had been entiiely misunderstood All action that the Government had taken 
in regard to this song bad been according to the sentiments of a section of the Muslim 
community It was according to the wishes of the Muslims that the Government 
had decided to impose certain lestrictions on the singing of “Bande Matram” son" 
in schools and colleges Continumg Dr Mahmud said that the first two stanzas or 
the song contained in them absolutely nothing that was either objectionable from 
reli^eus oi-an'y olher points of view or that could offend the susceptibility of any 
community The Government regarded the first tuo stanzas wholly unexceptionable 
but even thenjhej had impressed upon the authorities of the schools and the colleges 
that the ttneipg of the first two stanzas should be made obligatory Proceedmg, the 
Mmrster said that the Goiemment had issued instructions encouragmg the smging 
of late Mr label’s song The Government bad thus tried to meet the objections of 
the Mussal mans m so far as they had intrmsic value Proceedmg further the Mmis- 
ter said that the Goiernment had removed the ban that existed against the National 
Blag and the “Bande lilataiam” song but they would never insist the school or the 
ebU^e autholities’ hoisting of the Flag 

- .Theieafter the House held a general discussion of the Budget fiom the 16th 
to the 20th March and the fourth Supplementary Budget on the 27th March, 
after which it adjourned sine die 
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-4-9 MAY ’39 ] NON-OFFICIAL BILLS DISCUSSED 

May Session — Patna — 4th to 18th May 1939 

The Municipal Amendment Bill 

The May session of the Council commenced on the 4th May 1939 and held a'veiy 
bnef sitting 'Ihe House consideied the appointment of a Joint Select Committeu.o'tboth 
the Chamfers for reporting on the Bihar Municipal Amendment Bill 1939 The 
motion pioposing names from the Uppei House, moved by Mi Rat Brtjraj Krishna, 
Leader of tne Congiess Paity in the Council, was passed after a shoit dltoussion 
on the merits of the new system of ]omt electorates with leseiwation of seats foi 
minorities, envisaged by the Municipal Amendment Bill Khan Bahadur IsmtiU, 
Leader of the Opposition, piotesting against the system, said that it was not-accep"^ 
table to Muslims He also said that no Musbm membei of the House would agiee 
to serve on the Joint Select Committee as long as this piovision was not changed 
Even if one or two Sluslim members agreed, they would not be representative -of 
Muslim opinion and then agreement to the piovisions of the Bill would not be accep- 
table to the Muslims The President said that co oj ciation in the work of a Seltct 
Committee could not be interpreted as agreement with the provisions of the Bill 
The Leader of the Congress Party and other members of the House stressed- the need 
for the leader of the Opposition lending his services and said that his services and 
counsel were mdispensahle It was also pointed out that Khan Bahadur* Ismail 
could help in changing the provisions of the Bill which he considered to- bo undesi- 
rable by seiving on the Committee The motion, which included Khan Bahadur 
Ismail’s name in the personnel of the Committee, was passed The Hpuse then 
adjourned till the 8th 

Agiiicdltdkal Income tax Amend Bill / 

8th MAY —The Council passed the Bihar Agiacultuial Incom^tax ‘•(Amend- 
ment) Bill and considered seven clauses of the Bihar Piivate Irrigation Work 
(Amendment) Bill When the Bihar Agncultuial Income-tax (Amendment) Bill 
was under discussion Mi Mobarak Alt moved an amendment to pi elide that an 
assesses would have right to sue the Government m law couit to* qiipstion the 
validity of a^notice of assessment and he would be entitled to realise from them the 
cost of such"’suit Subsequently he withdiew this amendment and mov^ {another to 
provide that if an assesses sued the Government in civil couit to question the-vali- 
dity of the notice of assessment of this tax issued against him before the 25th 
Apiil 1939, he would be entitled to receive cost of his suit 

Private Irrigation Works Amend Bill ^ ~ 

Ml Biijnandan Prasad next moved that the Bihai Private Irrigation Works 
(Amendment) Bill be taken into consideration The mover said that the 
object of the Bill was to compel the landlords to give sufficient imgational 
facilities to the kisans by amending the Bihai Piivate Irrigation WoiLs Act 
The lands were deteriorating day by day the effect of which vvas that the 
kisans weie unable to laise more ciop This Bill was intended to 'restore 
the whole iriigation system of Bihar so that the kisans might have enough 
facilities for imgation to improve then lands to laise moie ciop ^ 

The Public Works Bhl 

9th MAY — ^The Council to day passed the Bihar Private lingation Woiks 
(Amendment) Bill and began the consideiation of the Bihai Public Works Bill Sir 
Oursahat Lai distinguished the two Bills by stating that the amending. Hill aimed at 
the improvement of inner system of a irngation of village while (he Bihar Public 
Woiks Bill, which was a new measure, was intended to construct and maintain outer 
system of iingation The innei system consisted in stonng watei of village apside it 
foi irrigation purposes while the outer system comprised of bunging cjvatei from out- 
side places and stonng the same in village The Bill also aimed at reclaiming'waste 
lands, draining out superfluous water, maintaining village sanitation et?" The Bill was 
passed on the next day, the 10th May 

Motor Spirits Taxation Bill r 

11th May — Ray Brijraj Krishna, Leadei of the Confess ParW, moved 
that the Bihar Motor Spirits Bill be taken into consideration The Opposition 
wanted the Bill to be lefened to a Select Committee. The House agreed to 
adjourn in oidei to discuss the matter outside and arrive at an agreement if 
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possibla House reassembled at 2 p m , but adjourned for the day •without 

- amving at a decision whether the Bill should be referred to a select committee or not 

Measures to Check Communal Teoubles 

:^th JIAY — AftCT passing the first reading of the Motor Spirit ( Taxation 
on i^nles ) Bdl, the Council discussed this after-noon the adjournment motion 
moved by Khan Bahadur S JI Ismail regarding the instructions issued by 
the Government recently with regard to the policy to be followed by officers 
in communal troubles Moiing his motion, Khan Bahadur S M Ismail said 
that, 'Without censmang the Government, he wanted to know the circumstances 
.that led the Government adopting the “drastic measures ” He wanted the Govern- 
ment to convince the House of the need for issuing such orders, and contended 
that the mere fact of uhat happened in Gava on May 6 and 7 did not 
constitute substantial ground for the Goiemment arming at such a decision 
Some members emphasised the need for vigilance on the part of the Government 
to* prei ent officers from misusing the powers conferred by the orders The 
Finance Minister, Mr A N Stnha, replying to the debate, said that the orders 
had -been issued owing to the generally strained communal lelations in the 
province and to pievent a further deterioration of the situation He said that 
the Government weie fullj aware of their responsibilities, and assured the 
'''•House that the powers giien to officers would not be abused After the motion 
had been talked oui, the House adjourned till the 15th 

' Motor Spirits Taxation Bill (contd) 

15fii JIAY —The Bihar Motor Spirit ( Taxation on Sales ) Bill was passed 
by the Council to-day ^Ir Gursahay Lais amendment seekmg reduction of 
the rates of taxation from one and a half annas to one anna was lost by 
ten votes to three Several amendments, mainly of a drafting nature, were 
adopted As a result of an official amendment being accepted the penalty for 
an unauthonsed retail sales of motoi spiiit was reduced from Es 1,000 to 
Es 500 A new clause, proi idmg for exemption to any motor sprats or class of 
motor spints by notification, was added by an official amendment The House then 
O adjourned till the 18th May when after twenty minutes’ sitting during which the 
Bihar and Onssa Places of Pilgnmage (Bihar Amendment) Bill, passed by the 
'• Assembly, was laid on the table Thereafter the House was prorogued 
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Proceedings of the Assam Assembly 

^Budget Session — Shillong — 9th March to 6th April 1939 

Fejascial Statemest foe 1939-40 

,51ie Budget session of the Assim Leg:slati”e Assembly commenced at 
Snillong on the 9ta March 1939 mth Mi Basanta Ku.nnr Das, Speaker in the 
chajitxrAfCei interpellations, the Finance Minister, the Hon’ble Mr Fakhruddtn Alt 
AAu'Cif ■Cpi'esented the Budget for the year 1939-40 andm doing so said — “It 
800111(1' hot be forgotten that we are carrying on the Government in the 
province under an irresponsible Centre, and almost under the shadow of 
the sdiemS of the All-India Federation which has been lejected not only by 
the Xational Congress but also by other political oiganisations and the Pnnces 
and ihe people of the States” The following is the Budget at a glance 

Revenue Receipt for 1938-39 —2,6424,000 Revenue Expenditure —2 68 86,000 
Deficit * — 4,62,000 The Budget Estimates for 1939-40 show a deficit of Es 17,39,000 
Ee<^ipts are expected to total Es 2,84,45,000 and expenditure Es 301,84,000 

The Fmance Minister announced that the Government proposed to bring m 
j'five taxation measures immediatelv, the imnoitant bemg the levy of a tax on 
‘Agricultural incomes, petrol and lubricant oil Others are tax on amusement, 
.^betung, foreign liquor and othei articles of luxury The Mmister said that 
“ levy ol a tax on agricultural produce was eshmated to bnng in a revenue of 
about Rs'2a“ lakhs The Government proposed to spend a portion of the amount 
from this source on the labour population in tea gaidens The tax, at the rate 
of two annas per gallon on petrol and three annas on lubricant oil, was 
estimated to bring an mcome of about Es 4 lakbs a year Another measure 
for which the assent of the House was being sought was levy of a tax on 
the sde of goods The Finance Minister observed, “If the Legislature will pass 
these measures at an early date and we are assisted by all sections of people 
in tapping the sources or the provinces, we hope to have in 1939-40 not only 
sufficient revenue to cover the deficit which has been shown above but also 
something to spare foi supplemenfarj' grants for the purpose of pushing our 
schemes of improvement either actually formulated or in the course of preparation 
-rHonourable Members will have realised that the net result of all these transac- 
tions for future year is that we may expert a revenue surplus of about Es 12 
lakhs at the close of the year Taxation is nev er populai I hav e this satisfaction 
that the taxes I have proposed are neither harsh nor such as incidence of which 
■will fill on the poor They have, on the other hand, been resorted to with a view 
to tarrying out our programme of prohibition and projects for additional expendi- 
ture foi national development and reconstmc'-ion The policy of the Government 
in getting nd of dnnk and opium revenue will increase the spending power of the 
masses which will mean corresponding benefit to the agricultuiists and tradmg 
classes, as the masses, -with more money to spare, will spend it on the purchase of 
goods The Government propose to take a loan of Es 50 lakhs, payable after 20 
years, with a Sinking Fund to which an annual contribution of Es 2,13,000 will 
be made from revenue in order to pay off outstanding dues to enable die Government 
to grant a loan to local bodies for their water supply schemes and also start schemes 
involving large capital expenditure ” 
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■“General Administration” and then adjourned till ilonday next, the 20th March 
■wnen i.iiiusu'il lieat maiked the proceedings when the Heveriue Minister's demand for 
giant of a sum not exceeding Es 2,797 600 to defiav the charges of land re\enue 
came up for discussion Out of 2o cuts moved 7 were discussed criticismg the policy of 
the Government in not granting lemission of land leienue in flood aflected 
parts of tenants and in not thi owing open settlement reserves On the 
question of not throwmg open settlement reserves, vote was taken, but the 
cut motion was defeated by 38 to 56 votes, Euiopeans en bloc votmg agamst 
the Goiemment The cut criticising the government for not gianting 50 percent 
' reduction in laud revenue m the year 1938-39 was lost without division after a 
piolonged debate The discussion of the demands as not finished when the House 
^jouined till Monday the 21st March when it granted a sum not exceeding Es 
27,97,600 to detiay the charges of land revenue administration, Es 696,400 
foi administration of justice and Es 351,800 for provmcial excise. 

Most of the cuts were withdiawn On the 24th March demands for grants 
of Es 1,48,600 imder head Eegistiahon” and Es 25,40 ICO for Police 

were passed Out of twehe cuts to the Eegistration demand two were discussed 
One was lost without a division and the othei was withdiawn Out of 23 cuts to 
the Polite demand two weie discussed but lost Dming discussion the Premier appealed 
for dealing with the communal problem m the province Next day, the 25th March, the 
House passed the Premier's demands for a sum of Es 3,596,100 under the head ‘Ad- 
'mihistiation of Education ’ Out of the 63 cuts, eight w eie discussed, two were rejected 
without g division and the rest weie withdrawn The most important “cut” motion 
wanted to discuss the establishment of a university in Assam The Opposition 
cpmplained of the absence of a siheme foi a university and mamtamed that toancial 
difficulties should not stand m the way They urged the pressing necessity of a 
rqiiieisity in an autonomous provmce fcome members pleaded foi two residential 
universities^^one at Sylhet and the other at Gauhati, while others opposed the idea 
of establishing a unnersity, mamtaming that rural education demanded prior 
consideration The Premier, replying, assured the House that though the Congress 
believed in giving pnonty to ruim wucation for which a fund had been provided 
in, the current budget, a scheme for a university would be readj by the next budget 
Tlie Cunnmgham Eeport, which recommended the establishment of an exammmg 
uniiersity, as also other proposals of the members, would be taken mto consideration 
The House then adjourned till Monday next, the 27th March, when it granted 
„ demands for Es 776,300 under the head ‘Ihiblic Health’ Es 10,60,700 under 
X ‘Medical’ and Es 6,11,000 under ‘Agriculture’ "I he European group’s cut under 
the head ‘Public Health’ to censure the Government h iving dispensed with the post 
of Hr Eice of the Assam Medical Eeseaich Society was lost by 54 to 32 rotes 
fihe Government repljmg stated that it was felt that there was no necessity to 
maintain such a high salaried post Next day, the 28th March, the 
demands under the heads, ‘Industries, Es, 2,31,000 , ‘Jails’ and ‘Convict Settlement 
Es 4,53,300, ‘Cnil Works’ (excluding establishment ) Es 36,86,900, ‘Loans and 
Adr ances’ bearing and not bearing mterest, Es 5,30,000, were discussed and passed 
During the discussion on cut motions the need for openmg a tannery school and for 
findmg avenues for employment for the resources of the pro\ mce for mdustiial de- 
velopment was stiesseu and the hlinister assuied the house that the Government 
were consideiing the appomtment of an expert to go mto the question Next day, the 
29th March, all the demands for giants under heads Industries, Jails and Conrict 
Settlements, CimI Works and Loans and Advances were passed Altogether seien 
cut motions weie moved and out of these six were withdrawn and one lost without 
” dn 131011 Next day the 30th March, the mcreased number of Ministers and their tours 
came for se\ ere criticism by an opposition cut motion when votmg on demands for 
supplementaiN grants was taken up Six ojiposition members supporting the motion 
made a vehement attack on Government policj of lucreasmg expenditure. The spea- 
keis maintained that the Cabinet was not following Congress principle and saw no 
reasons whv the Mmisteis undertook extensive tours Some excitement was caused 
when Mr Abdul Jlfaitn Chaudhury, ex-Mmister, challenged the Public Health Mini- 
ster to condiadict the statement that the latter actually travelled second class dunng 
his leceiit Madras tour and charged for first class fihe Health Minister, who was 
not jiresent m the House, had already replied earliei that he had charged for the 
class he had actually travelled The Premier repljmg justified the Mmisters’ tours 
fihe Finance Minister, giving a final reply, stated that thej were not responsible 
for an inciease in expenditure and that the opposition by the cut motion were 
only criticising the previous Cabinet’s action much more He held that there had 
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tixe Opposition spoke against the Bill on the ground that the Bill did not satisfy 
the modest expectation of the tenants Babu Babmdra Nath Aditya and Babu 
Karuna Stndhu Ron from the Government side supported the motion Mr Aditya 
said that this Bill was far in advance of the Bdl submitted by some of the 
members who spoke against the motion Discontented tenants, he said, are a danger 
to both Government and Zemindars The sooner tins Bill is passed the better it 
would be for the tenants and landlords It is a move m the right direction 

Music befobe Mosque 

4th APRIL —A heated discussion took place to-day on a resolution 
moved by Mr Amjad Ah, that, m the opmion of the House, the hours fixed for 
stoppage of music before mosques by the Government Communique dated January 9, 
1939, published in the Assam Gazette of January 11 1939, were not suitable, and 
interfered with the religious prayers of Mushms m the province The Premier refu^^ed 
the contention that the recent communal not was the result of that communique 
When the motion was put to vote, it was defeated by 54 to 42 votes Nme of the 
Opposition members were absent 

Nok-cosfidesge IS MnrisTBY 

5th APRIL — A motion of “no-confidence” in the Mmistry was handed over to 
the*-Becretary of the Assemblv, before the commencemant of the day’s sitting The 
naofidd was however later withdrawn After question time, which occupied only ten 
j&uniAe^ the Speaker called on Mr Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury, to ask for the 
leave d&lie House to move his motion expressing want of confidence in the Cabinet 
Mr Maqbul Hussain informed the Speaker that he did not desire to move the motion 

'' '■ Agbicultubae Iscome-tax Bill (coxtd ) 

6thr ABRIL — ^The Assembly to-day passed by 57 votes to 28 the Agricultural 
Lncome«tax Bjdl Amendments were mostly moved by the Euiopean group Some 
of these were accepted and the rest weie either turned down or were not moved The 
Governor disallowed some of the amendments moved by the European Group Mr 
P. TF Hobhenhull, opposmg the Bui said that their objection to the passing of the 
measure Was -inspired by the method of presentation of the Bill He further said 
that the Bill could be consideied in a special session instead of bemg burned through 
Mr.. Ahdux Rahman and Mr Zahanuddtn Ahmed also sioke opposing the Bill, the 
fbrtn^r saving that the taxation would overburden the middle class Mr Zahanuddin 
said,tBat it would mfnnge upon the personal laws of the JIuslims Mr Askrafuddin 
Chondhun/, opposmg the measure, maintamed that it could not be passed on the same 
day on which amendments were made The Speaker declared that the matter was 
onV vftthm the discretion of the Chair Aftei a short reply by the Finance Minister, 
the BiH rtas put to vote and carried by 57 votes to 28 

The Assam Finance Bill was also passed with some changes proposed by the Govern- 
ment m Tieve- of the amendments to the Agricultural Income-tax BiB The Assam 
Excise Amendment Bill 1939 was also passed The Assembly was then prorogued 


Proceedings of the Assam Cooncii 

Budget Session — Shillong — 9tb March to 13th March 1939 

CoiiMissioxEPS Powers Distbieutiox Bill 

The Budget session of the Assam Legislative Coimcil commenced at Shillong on 
the 9th Jiarcfil939 with the Hon’ble Rai Bahadur Heramha Prasad Barua m the 
chaij. The budget lor the year 1939-40, was presented and the Hon’ble Piame Mmister 
read out the introductory speech of Hon’ble Mr Fakbruddin Ah Ahmed, Finance 
Slmistef, who was at the time busy delivering his speech in the Assembly After 
the spee^ was over, Hon ble Fakiuddin All Ahmed mtroduced the Assam Com- 
missioners Powers Distribution Bdl 1939, and moved that the Bill be taken mto 
consideration which was done without any dissentient voice The Bill provided for 
the distnbution of powers of Commissioners of Divisions m Assam, providing for 
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Peohibition Bill 

3L Akshay Kumar Das, Munster for Excise, introducing the Prohibition Bill, 
pointed out that while the existing Acts with regard to Excise only aimed at 
regulating traffic in intoxicatin" hquors or intoxicating drugs, the present Bill 
aimed at bringing about prohibition of all transactions in hquor and intoxicatmg 
drugs, including consumption in the provunce Mr P ilunday, making his maiden 
speech, pointed out that they were unable to give their support to the measure 
in its present form as Government had mcluded in the Bill prohibition of liquor 
He made it clear that in no cucumstances could they admit the prmciple of toffil 
prohibition of alcohol He said that the Bill should oe circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting public opinion on it As the House had already passed the con- 
sideration stage of the Bill, this could not be taken up 

The Digboi Steike Echo 

6th MAY — ^The adjournment motion moved by Maulvt Abdul Hat yesterday 
to discuss the labour situation at Digboi, was talkm out to-day Mr Hat chara- 
cterized the Government action m tms matter as vacillating The Goiernment, 
he observed, was leaning at times on the Company’s side and at times on the 
Bide of the labour imions He read the correspondence on this subject published 
in the Statesman of ilay 3, and mquired as to what the Government did to stop 
the “tyranny at Digboi” The motion sought to discuss the “failure of the Govern- 
ment to deal with the situation arising out of the labour strike at Digboi which 
has totally ciippled every important industry m the provmce is causing extreme 
hardship and discomfort and leading to danger of detenoration of public health 
by the withdrawal of all domestic servants, includmg scavengers, and the unfor- 
tunate firing mcident with its potentialities for further breaches of the peace 

The Premier, Mr Gopinath Bardolol m his statement narrated the history 
of the strike ^and pointed out that the Government’s attitude was one of stnct 
neutrality and the Government was trying throughout the strike to maintain 
peace and older When the Premier went to Ma&im on Apnl 14, he found no 
party was agreeable to come to a compromise Mr Bardoloi asked the manager 
of the Company whether he was willing to take back the five dismissed 
peisons immeidiately The reply was disappomting. When the Premier met the 
Union repiesentatives, whose attitude was also disappomtmg, they made three 
principal demands, first the remstatement of the dismissed persons, second not merely 
that the scale of pay should be witffin the grade but there should be a revision of the grade 
Itself, and third, bungalow servants should be recognized as Government servants The 
Premier disapproveu of the Union's actions m embarkmg on a strike, and added 
that the Company “certamly did give provocation ’’ When Mr Baidoloi returned 
to Shillong and was considermg the question of appomting a conciliation board, 
he heard'of the shooting incident at Digboi The Government had posted the 
mdlitary and police there to mamtam order 

Moseylesdees Bill 

The House to-day passed the Moneylenders Bill as amended by the Select 
Committee of the Council The Bill wdl now be returned to the Lower House 
with a message askmg concurrence of the Assembly to the amendments made 
by the Upper House, 

Notification Bescissios Ueged 

The House earned a resolution moved by Mr Satyendramohan Lahirt, 
urging the rescission of the notification of October 9, 1911 relatmg to the ex- 
tension ot Sections 22, 23, 38(2) and 49 of the Chin Hdls Eegulation V of 
1896 to the partially excluded areas of the Garo, Khasi and Jaintia hills (exclu- 
ding the municipality and cantonment of Shillong) and the Slikrr Hills tract Mr 
Lahiri, moving the resolution, said that according to those regulations, the Super- 
intendent of Pohee or the Deputy Commissioner of any areas specified m the 
schedule, might order any person for reasons to be recorded in writing, to leave 
that area withm a gnen'time if he was satisfied that the presence of such a 
person not bemg a natue of the area was injunors to the peace and good 
admin’s tration of the area Mr Lahin said that this regulation offended agamst 
the established principle of British jurisprudence that no man should be detain- 
ed or deported hy order of the executiie without a trial Mr U Emblem (Europ- 
ean Group) opposed the resolution, pointmg out that there were many xmdesirable 
persons for whom this regulation might be a necessity Mr Bardoloi pomted 
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Peohibition Bin, 

air Akshay Kumar Das, Slinister for Excise, introducmg the Prohibition Bill, 
pointed out that while the existing Acts with r^ard to Excise onlj aimed at 
r^ulating traffic in intoxicating hquors or intoxicating drugs, the present Bill 
aimed at hanging about prohibition of all transactions in liquor and intoxicating 
drugs, including consumption in the province Sir P Muuday, making his maiden 
speech, pointed out that they were unable to give their support to the measure 
m Its present form as Government had included in the Bill prohibition of liquor 
He made it clear that in no circumstances could they admit the pnnciple of toffil 
prohibition of alcohol He said that the Bill should be circulated for the puipose 
of eliciting public opinion on it As the House had already passed the con- 
sideration stage of the Bill, this could not be taken up 

The Digboi Btbike Echo 

6th MAY -—The adjournment motion moved by Maulvi Abdul Hat yesterday 
to discuss the labour situation at Digboi, was talked out to-day Mr Hat chara- 
ctenzed the Government action in tms ma'^*' ^ . ipjjg Government, 

he observed, was leaning at times on the t . at times on the 

side of the labour unions He read the correspondence on this subject published 
in the Statesman of May 3, and inquired as to what the Government din to stop 
the "tyranny at Digboi" The motion sought to discuss the "failure of the Govern- 
ment to deal with the situation arising out of the labour stnke at Digboi which 
has totally ciippled every important industry in the province, is causing extreme 
hardship and discomfort and leadmg to danger of detenoration of public health 
by the withdrawal of all domestic servants, including scavengers, and the unfor- 
tunate filing incident with its potentialities for further breaches of the peace. 

The Premier, 3Ir Gomnath Bardolol m his statement narrated the history 
of the stnke ,and pointed out that the Government’s attitude was one of stnct 
neutrality and the Government was trying throughout the stnke to maintain 
peace and order When the Premier went to Makum on Apnl 14, he found no 
party was agreeable to come to a compromise Mr Bardoloi asked the manager 
of the Company whether he was willmg to take back the five dismissed 
persons immediately The reply was d - * - Premier met the 

Union lepiesentatvves, whose attitude > they made three 

pnncipal demands, first the leinstatemen . second not merely 

that the scale of pav should be within the grade but there should be a re\ ision of the grade 
Itself, and ’ ' ' * ’ Tvants should be recognized as Government servants The 

Piemier , ^ . Union’s actions m embarking on a stnke, and added 

that the Company ‘‘certainlv did give provocation” When Mr Baidoloi retnmed 
to Shillong and was considenng the question of appomtmg a conciliation boaid, 
he heard of the shooting incident at Digboi The Government had posted the 
millitary and police there to maintain order 

Moseylekders Bill 

The House to-day pas'ied the Moneylenders Bill as amended by the Select 
Committee of the Council The Bill will now be returned to the Lower House 
with a message aslang concurrence of the Assembly to the amendments made 
by the Upper House, 

Kotificatiox Kescissiox Urged 

The House earned a resolution moved by Mr Satyendramohan Lahtn, 
urging the rescission of the notification of Octobor 9, 1911, relating to the ex- 
tension of Sections 22, 23, 3S(2) and 40 of the Chin Hills Eegulation V of 
1S96 to the partially excluded areas of the Garo, Khasi and Jamtia bills (exclu- 
ding the municinaiity and cantonment of Shillong) and the Mikir Hills tract Mr 
Lahiri, moving the resolution, said that according to those regulations, the Super- 
intendent of Pohee or the Deputy Commissioner of any areas specified m the 
schedule, might order any person for reasons to be recorded in writing, to leave 
that area within a pien time if he was satisfied that the presence of such a 
person not bemg a natiie of the area was mjunors to the peace and good 
administration of the area ilr Lahin said that this regulation offended against 
the established prmciple of Bntish jiinsprudence that no man should be detain- 
ed or deported by order of the exeentue without a tnal Mr H Emblem (Europ- 
ean Group) opposed the resolution, pomting out that there were many tmdesirable 
persons for whom this r^ulation might be a necessity Mr Bardolot pointed 
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out that a committee Mas shortly going to sit and that it would deal, with this 
and other connected matters The Riemici asked the mover to Mithdiaw his 
resolution 

LEGiSLtTivr OrriCERS Salaries Bills 

8th MAY — ^The Council to day passed the Assam Ministeis’ Salaiies Bill 
1933 The Bill was passed by the Assembly also and so the Assam Ministeis’ 
Salaries Act 1937 was thus repealed The Ministeis hencefoiward will get a 
salai-y of Rs 500 p m and a House allowance of Rs 100 and a Car Allowance 
of Rs 100 only At the outset Maulavi Md Asadaddtn Choiudhury moved an 
amendment 1;^ which he wanted to piovide a consolidated amount of Rs 700 as 
pay of the llon’blc Ministers deleting the provision made in the Bill foi House 
and Car allowances Some of the Members raised a point of oidei that as theie 
was no refcience of any provision of allowance to Hon’ble Ministers in the 
Gov einment of India Act the question cannot be raised here Hon’ble the Prime 
Minister said that there might not be any refeience to that point but 

he was suie that theie was also no disqualifying section to that 
effoot The Hon’blc President over-iuled the point of older and the amend- 
ment of Jlaulavi Asaduddin Chowdhuiy was subsequently withdiawn 

The Speaker’s and Deputy Speaker’s (Salai^ and Allowances) Bill 1939 was with- 
drawn bj the Hon’ble Picmiei when the President pointed out that it cannot be 
introduced in this House under section 82 (C) of the Government of India Act 
Agricoltdral Income-tax Bill 

9th MAY —The Council refused to pass by 11 to 9 votes the Assam Agricul- 
tural Income-TaY Bill This Bill will have now to go to a joint session of both 
the Houses if His Excellency the Goveinoi allows it There was a good deal of 
discussion in the House about this Bill Mr H Emblem opposing the mtioduc- 
tion of the Bill, said that the European Group were prepared to support the piinciple 
of agricultural ini^ome-tav, but the present Bill fell short of what avas necessai-y 
for adequate pioteotion of the tav payeis The Bill, he said, was based on the Bihai 
Bill, but the Ilihar Bill dealt almost exclusively with the zaraindais while in Assam 
93 per cent of taxation would be lealised from the tea industiY The most impoi- 
tant defect of the Bill, he said, related to double taxation He pointed out that 
the damage to tea industiy would be damage to the piovince Rai Baheb Apurba 
Kumar Cfhose regretted that instead of reducing expenditure Irke an ordrnary 
prudert man the Government had been bunging in legislation for increase in 
taxation He pointed out that the Government had not vet dOiie anything to give 
eQect to the recommendation of a joint committee of both Houses on retrenchment 
and rcsouices Babu Jatindra Chandra Maitra, Khan Sahib Rukunuddin Ahmed, 
Maulavi Abdul Hai also spoke against the Bill while Mr Surish ChAndra X)o«, 
Ml Satyendra Mohan Lahiri and Mi Sarat Chandra Bhattacherjee shppoited the 
Bill The Hon’ble Piemiei, Sj Gopinath Bardoloi appealed to the House not to throw 
out the Bill as it was meant not merely to cover deficit but to do good to the 
nation-building department Mi Fakruddm Alt Ahmed, Iinance Minister said 
that if any perfections were found in the Bill and they did not claim perfection 
for it, then tins would be made good in the light of experience dhe Government 
would give a sympathetic consideration to any just and proper amendments that 
may be made by the House in this Bill 

OrnciAL Bills Passed 

12th MAY — The Council passed to-day the following Bills as passed by the 
Assembly during its last budget session — (1) The Assam Municipal (Amendment) 
Bill, (2) Assam Sales of Motor Spmt and Lubiicants Taxation Bill, 1939, (3) 
The Assam Sales Tax Bill, 1939, (4) Assam Amusement and Betting Tax Bill, 1939, 
(5) Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1939, and (6) Assam Excise 
Bill, 1939 Theie were amendments tabled to diffeient clauses of these BilL but these 
were not moved except one of Maulavi Abdul Hai in the Assam Amusements and 
Betting Tax Bill The amendment of Mi Hai was lost without any division 

The Prohibition Bill 

’The House also passed the Assam Prohibition Bill which was introduced by 
the Government in this session of the Council Theie were eight amendments 
in the Bill moved by Mi Sarai Chandra Bhattachariee and six of them iveie 
accepted by the Government The lemaining two were withdrawn by the mover 
The amendment of Mr Bhattnchaiiee to Clause 35 of the Bill i elating to powei 

33 
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to cancel or suspend licences and permits caused considerable discussion in the 
House 3Ir Bhnttacharjee was unwilling to empower the Government to cancel or 
Eus-iend anv licence or premit -without assigning any reasons as provided m 
Sub-Clause (2) of Clause 35 of the Bill Mr Bhattacharjee characterized such 
power as arbitrary and he was afraid that the poweis would be misused Eai 
Bhadadur A K Ghose and some members supported Mr Bhattachai^ee’s amend- 
ment The Finance Mirxster and Mr Dhn Sing Dear' opposed ^e amendment 
TheHonbleMr AWaj/ Haa, Minister of Excise, opposing E said that such pro- 
vision was necessary ^ Hia reasons for cancelling licence could not, he said, be 
assigned for public interest and he requested the mover to withdraw the amend- 
ment. . 3Ii. Bhatracharjee insisted the Hon’ble Minister to state instances he had 
in Ins muid in -which cases of pubhc interest might suffer % stating reasons in 
canceUing licence. The hlinister referred cases of smugglers who are very intell- 
igent, He also sta*^ed the difficulties of Government to^ cone with them imless 
there was such a provison as under discussion 3Ir Bhattach3i]ee -withdrew 
his amendment . ' 

; ‘ Thr DiGBor FmrsG Iscldext 

13th MAT — ^The hon Mr C Bardolo', in the course of a statement in 
the Council to-day, referrmg to the enquiry that has just been concluded mto the 
?)igbot firing, said ‘The pbmt has been as to whether that mqiury has been 
judicfaT* or magisterial under the Police Manual Three complaints nere lodged 
before the Magistrate at Digboi 'The pomt that has ansen is whether this is a 
]U(Ecidl' tpqmiy If it be unjudicial mquirv, then the Government would be m a 
position fo.say fcomethmg on the judgment but, if on the other hand, it is actually 
an inquiry under the Police 'Manual then the Government will be in a position to 
publish the jvhole thmg before the pnbbc The opinion of the Legal Eemembran- 
cer inll^have to be obtamed on this important point and as soon as this is done, 
ue -will either publish the whole report if it be Magistenal or extracts of the 
judgment in case the mquiry is held to be a judicial one. We do not know if 
publicatioT)^ of the result of that inqmry max not be contempt of court under 
certain circufnstances Therefore, my statement must be taken avith that reser- 
vation " Eejdvmg to a query by Mr Satjendra Mol'on Lah rt whether the Govern- 
ment would consider the d^irabilitv of appomfang a special tribunal if it was not 
a judicial inquiry, the Premier said that the matter was under consideration The 
HousCaWas then prorogued 
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137 Shah jSTawaz Khan, Nawab Sir 

138 Shri Eam Sharma, Pandit 

139 SiNGHA, Diavan Bahadur S P 

140 Sita Eam, Laea 

141 Mohan Lae, Eai Sahib Laea 

142 Sohan Singh Josh, Sardar 

143 SUDARSHAN, SETH 

144 Sultan Mahmud Hotuna, Mian 

145 Sumer Singh, Chaudhri 

146 SuRAJ Mae, Chaudhri 

147 Talib Bussain Khan, Khan 

148 Tara Singh, Sardar 

149 Teja Singh, Sardar 

150 Uttam Singh Dugal, Sardar 

151 Wali Muhammad Sattal 

Hiraj, Sardar 


Proceedings of the Punjab Assembly 

Special Session — Lahore — 9th to 24th January 1939 

f 

Agpicultupal Produce Market Bile 

The special session of the Punjab Legislative Assembly -which met at Lahore 
on the Oth, January 1939 to dispose of the Punjab Agncultural Produce Market Bill -was 
marked by uproarious scenes Only one amendment by the Paihamentary Secretary 
■was taken np and discussion had not concluded -when the Premier moved that 
the House should hereafter meet at 12-30 p m instead of at 2 p m as hitherto 
Opposition benches considered that the motion -was madmissible and then there 
was a-Jiot exchange of remarks between the Treasury and Opposition benches 

* ‘ Allegations Against the Police 

Senous aEegations agamst police officials of the Jullundur district, mcludmg 
the arresting of three respectable persons at night, keepmg them in the judicial 
lock-up, denymg them facilities forusmg their own beddmg and taking them in 
handcuffs through the street from the judicial lock-up to the court, -were made by 
members of the Opposition dunng the debate on Lala Dtintchand’s motion for 
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ndjournment Aftei the motion fa'll! been disciissetl for in faoin and a half, It vras 
withdiawn on an assunnce by the Premier that he had already instituted an enq- 
uiry into the allegations and that he -nould take piopei action against the police 
offiteis concerned if the allegations vrere piorcd to Le true The Opposition member 
including Dr Gopt Chand Bhargava, Lala Duni Chand, Sardar Snmpuran Singh 
and Allan Abdul Hafiz, aiho participated in the debate, characterised the present 
GoTcinmentas uorsethan the old buieauciatic Goieinment and held that the police 
uereiuling in the Punjab The Picmiei, the hon Sir Sihandei Hyat Khan, reply- 
ing said that on his return to Lahore, the allegations had been brought to his notice 
and he had at once ordered an enqiiiiy He had concluded that there rras some 
truth in the allegations and had asked for further detail on receipt of which he 
would take proper action against the officers concerned The House then 
adjourned 

Agricultural Produce Market Bill (contd ) 

loth JANUARY — Tlie House proceeded to day to a discussion of the remaining 
clauses of the Marketing Bill Resuming discussion on an official amendment moied by 
Chaudhuri Ttka Ram, to empower gazetted officers to cancel or susjend a licence 
for breach of its conditions, Ahr Maqbool Afahmood, Parliamentary feecietai^, _ 
emphasised that "the object of the Government u ns to secuie laii-play for small* 
growers as well as businessmen The amendment was earned by 79 -votes to 
38 Anothei official amendment was mo\ed by Chaudhuri lika Ram, auping 
at a reduction of the maximum peiiod of suspension or the cancellatioR ,i5f a 
licence for a period of from one year to five months for the first breach^ and of 
nine months for the second The amendment was earned 

« • 

Allegations of Preferential Treatment 

Allegations that the Punjab Government were according piefeientialtieatment 
to their members in order to secure their position were made by the Opposition 
Party in the course of the debate on the adjouiment motion ot Later- JDashbandhu 
Gupta, who moving the motion, referred to a letter written by the Chief Engineei to 
a subordinate, oidciing additional supply of water to the’ ’ i E'awab 

Ahmad Yar Khan Daulatana, Chief Pailiamentaiy ■■ Puniab 

Goieinment He wanted to know why preferential treatment t\a§ aecoiaed 
to Daulatana land at the cost of the poor zamindais Ihe hon Sir Suitder ^mgh 
Alajithia, Minister for Revenue, rejiiying to the debate, said that the“distiibutoiy 
belonged to the Daulatana family befoie the Goieinment purchased it When the 
distiibutoiy was owned by the Daulatana family, thep used to get 67 per emit of' 
the supply of water and the remaining 33 jci cent was gi\en to the other zamm- 
dais After the Government had purchased the distributoiy, the supply to the 
Daulatana land had been reduced by 20 per cent and the supply to other zammdar# 
had been increased Concluding, the Minister refuted the allegations made by a 
member of the Opposition Party that the Chief Engineer had given this prefeiHitigl 
treatment to Daulatana land in order to get an extension of service The motion 
was rejected by 08 votes to 26 

Agricultural Produce Market Bill (contd) 

12tfi JANUARY -Tire entire opposition party totalling over 35 staged a walk- 
out as a protest against the closure motion moved by a member of the Ministenal 
party when an adjournment motion was under discussion Shouts and -counter 
shouts of ‘older’ ‘order’ ‘shame’ ‘shame’, etc were laised from both sections of the 
house The remaining amendments to clause six having been disposed of, the House 
adopted without much discussion clause seven and proceeded with claUf4fe-‘'B 
which was the most contentions clause, no less than 131 amendments having 
been given notice of 

The House then took up an adjournment motion of Sardai Sohan Singh 
Josh to discuss the posting of a police reporter and some constables in tfib 
Central Kisan School organised by the Agrarian Eefoim Institute at LahjJitf 
between December 21 and 30 Ths mover pointed out that the institute was n 
private school and not a public meeting and hence the entry of the police was a 
violation of fundamental rights of the people The Premier, replying to the debate, 
said that he had lead reports that the object of the school was to mislead agiicultunsts 
by expounding perverted economic theories and he wanted to verify this statement 
When closure was moved, Di-wan Chamanlal and other members of the opposition 
protested that they had not spoken on the motion and left the hall in a body raising 
cries of 'shame, shame’ Closure was applied thereafter and the house adjourned 
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18th JANUARY —A good progress was made with the Markets Bill when four 
elaii=KB weie passed without much discussion The special featuie ot to-day’s dis- 
ciisaon on the Bill, Tibich otherwise was quite dull, was a senes of diiisions After 
toe" Consideiation of clause 8 had been postponed, the House took up clause nine 
As many as 23 amendments to this clause figaiied on the agenda papei Except a 
minoi amendment of Sardar Kartar Stngh which sought to exempt biokeis weio-h- 
men, measuieis, surveyors and warehouse-men fiom the fee of license the’ amend- 
ment uas rejected by 57 votes to 37 Another attempt to exempt them fiom pavment 
of license fee was made by the Opposition when they opposed subclause two of clause 
nine The subclause uhen put to vote was earned by 61 votes to 34 Chowdhurt 
Krishna Gopal Duit then moved an amendment which sought to exempt veiahman, 
5 bieasiuei, suiveyor or warehouseman from taking license The Hon’ble Choudhun 
Chhottuiam, Minista foi Development, opposing the amendment said that if 
’those persons were found guilty of any offence they were liable to punishment The 
provision of license for them was therefore neeessai-y The amendment uhen put to 
vote was lost by 56 votes to 32 Clause nine was then passed On the motion of 
the Minister for Development discussion on clause ten which lelated to 
the period of term of office of the members of Marketing Committee was also post- 
pipnra^ The House then proceeded to discuss clause eleven which related to the 
lerikoval of a member of hlaiketing Committee Choxvdhury Krf^hna Gopal Dutt 
pioied an amendment which sought to proiide a right of appeal to the High Court 
agaipst the oidei of the Government for the lemoval of a member The Hon’ble 
Oltovidhuiy Sir Chhotturam, opposing the amendment, said that the piovision of 
lemoval of members even existed in the Municipal Acts The amendment, when put 
to v6r*?,uas lejected by 67 votes to 27 votes Clauses eleven, twelve and thirteen 
were paifeed without discussion Clauses fourteen to eighteen were passed nith little 
discussKJa during the last hours’ of sitting and the House took up consideration of 
clause T^wo more divisions were challenged by the Opposition duimg the debate 
There wa^ -some discussion on the fees to be charged by the Market Comrmttees 
OirpositiDij. amendments sought to fix the fees to a nominal figure Dewan Chumanlal 
siqrporhng said that the Government which claimed to be a ‘•Kison Government” should 
not add, to the buiden on the grower by imposing these fees The cost of ihe scheme 
should b6 borne by the richer zemindars who could pav and not by the poor culti- 
vatoiv ^He had not concluded when the House adjourned till Monday 

".iCth JANUARY —The Assembly had to be suspended twice to-day— once for 
halt-ap-horii and again for one hour— by Sardar Dasaundha Singh, the Deputy 
Sptekci, follouing prolonged uproar over the Chref Minister’s statement on the 
editorial comments of the "Dailv Protap” over last Thursday’s' bieeze between 
Dewan Chamanlal and the Deputy Speaker, which led to a walkout by the mem- 
bers of the Opposition The Deputy Speaker, who presided, concurred with the 
Premier that the comments had passed the limits of fair ciiticism and if the editor 
of the paper did not apologise wrthin the course of thedar, the repiesentatire of 
the paper would be excluded from the press gallery The Opposition protested 
against this ruling and Dewan Chamanlal suggested the appointment of a 
^mmittee of Privileges to go into the matter before taking any action agamst the 
paper On the refusal of the Deputy Speaker to consider the suggestion theie 
•were uproarious scenes in the House. He was asked under what Rules he 
had 15feen reading out fiom a wiitten statement prepared in private consultatnm 
witll^'the Ihemiei The Deputy Speaker refused to allow any discussion on his 
rufing and the House became uncontrollable, as a result of whrch the House 
bad to be suspended for half an hour fiom 2-5 pm On resumption, the Deputy 
Sp^ker said that before suspension he had ordered Ft Munilal Kalia ( Congiess ) 
to* withdraw from the House for the day The order was objected to by the 
Opposition, who pomted out that he could not do so undei the rules, as it 
yns then a fresh sitting of the House The Deputy Speaker insisted and ordered 
the ■\Vatch and Ward officer to show Mr Kalia the way out This was the 
Signal for further uproar and the Deputy Speaker named another Congress 
member, Mr Chowdhury Kartar Sii’gh, to withdraw from the House Ultimately, 
the House was again suspended, this time for one hour On reassembling, the 
two members were found to have withdrawn under protest 

After some discussion, Sardar Santokn Singh s amendment to diop Clause 
20 of the Marketing Bill was adopted without discussion and the House was 
considering amendments to Clause 21 when the clock struck 6-30 p,m and an 
adjournment motion was taken up 
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Pandit Shrtram Sharma, moving an adjournment motion to discuss the ihfusil 
of the lo al autlioiities to take necessary steps to pieient inteifeience in a peace- 
ful public meeting, held at Asaudha in the distiict of Rohtak on December 
29 iiom a band of organised hooligans, intent upon cieating a bieach of the 
public peace said that ci\il libeities were in daiigei m the Piovince This state 
of affiiis should not happen undei a Government which claimed to be demo- 
cratic 'Ihe Premier, the lion Str Si/,andcr ffpat iLAav, leplying to the debate lead 
aiepoithc had obtained about the incident, which showed that 0 2 of the people 
of the village vveie in favour of holding the meeting as against the rest, who 
weie opposed 'Ihcv had, theiefoie, decided not to pcimit the meeting to beheld 
The police wee piescnt by lequest to maintain oidei and maintained an •attitude 
of neutralitj Tne motion was pieased to a division and was declared lost by 
votes to iiO The House then adjoin ned ' 

17th to lOlh JANUARY — Consideiable progress was made with the MaiLeting 
Bill to-daj Clauses 21 to 24 weie adoptetl and Clause 25 taken up All 
the 13 amendments to Clause 22, lelating to the restiiction of tiade allow- 
ance V cie lejected and the Clause adopted bv 73 jotes to 28 Hat 
Bahadur Mukandlal Pun moved an amendment to Clause' 23 seeking 10 
laisc the pciiod of limitation to institute suits against any Maikattmg Coramifteo 
fiom SIS months to one jeai It was lejected by 69 votes to 37 Clause 2,4 'was 
adopted without discussion When the House took up Clause 25, lelating tB the 
siipcisession of Maiketing Committees, to which 53 amendments had been 6‘ibleJ, 
Biwan Chamanlal moved an amendment, seeking to appoint a boaid, conslSrtng 
of one icpicsentative of groweis and one of licensees and with an independent 
chan man to considei the objections to and esnlanatiotis fiom Marketing Obmim- 
ttees bcfoie they weie suiieiscdcd He was suppoited by Rai Babadui Wdcandlal 
Pun, Lala Sttaram and Lala Dumchand Dewan Chamanlal contended that the 
Unionises had committed a fiaud on the electorate as they had not tgld^hem at 
the time of the elections that they would undeitake such legislation The bon 
Sir Chnotu Ram, Minister for Development, lepljmg, stressed that in thSr^ection 
manifesto, the Unionist Paity had given an undei taking that the^ would 
piomote legislation to protest the gioweis and lefoim the maiJtele The 
amendment was lejected by 66 votes to 27 Nest day, the lBth„ JaBudrSr, 
the House took up consideiation of amendments to Clause 25 'Ihe Cliuset ffhicm 
lelated to suppression of a Maiket Committee, was adopted by the Assembly ■withoilt 
much discussion An ofiicial amendment, moved by Mi C H Ttkaruvi, piiwiding 
a fine of Rs 50 foi contiavention of Section 9 and Rs 100 foi contiavenfioii 
be tion 22 was opposed by Congiess membeis and the Independent Paitj The 
amendment was adopted by 70 votes to 33 Diwan Chamanlal opposed the adoption 
of Clause 26 on the giound of its estcnsive chaiactci and that double penalty was 
piovided foi a simple offence The Clause was adopted by 73 votes to 31 •'Consi- 
deration of Clause 27 having been postponed, the lemaining clauses of 'the B(ll, 
including a new clause, weie adopted in quick succession without much (Rbcussiqh 
The House then took up Clauses which along vvith clause 10 and 17 vveia'iiovv the 
only ones still lemained to be consideied Moving a numbei of amendmenta to Se- 
ction 13 of Clause 8, Congiess membeis sought to leduce the mcmbeis'-of nomi- 
nated Goveinmeut officers on the Maiket Committees fiom 2 to 1 Thljy^uiged 
that even this gave the Government a majoiity of 11 in a committee of wifteaq 
The Premier pointed out that the section piovided that ‘‘not moie than two ujieni-' 
hers may be appointed” and whenevei two membeis weie not necessary onlyT^ne 
would be appointed In the case of biggei markets like Amiitsai, however it would 
be necessai’y to have two Government officeis on the committee Hence this pravi- 
siou Discussion had not concluded when the House adjourned 


Adj MorioN ON Ratio QorsTioN • 

20tL JANUARY —L da Dashbandhu Gupta's fiesh motion of adjournment legalt- 
ding the views e\piessed by the Punjab Government on the ratio question led t?! 
gieat c'citement and upioai to day Btiessing the impoitance of the acceptance 
of the motion the mover said that he was suipiiscd at the Finance Mmistei’s state- 
ment that the mattei was not uigent enough He held that if the sixteen pence 
latio agitition succeeded the Punjab would deiive the maximum benefit, being an 
agiicultuiist countiy, and the Punjab Government should take a lead in this 
mattei Bewan Chamanlal submitted that what the House asked to discuss was 
not the exchange latio question, but the Punjab Goveinmen’t reply given on the 
floor of the House, and theie should be no confusion of the issue At this stage 
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a Kreat upioar -svas created m the House as Mtan Nurulla, -who Lad recently 
resided from the Unionist Party, -wanted to speak and the Chair did not alloiv 
him and disaUo-wed the motion, katmg that the matter did not fall -withm the 
administrative responsibility of the Pun] ih Government Mr Xurulla said that he 
never expected such ruling fiom the Deputy Speaker -who himself ivas an agricul- 
turist, and -walked out The Hon Fremter amidst uproar drew the attention of the 
Chair to the “undignified ’ remark from Mr XuruUah which cast reflection on the 
Chair and stated that Mr. Nurullah had been expelled from the Unionist Party 
last night Opposition leaders, including ilr Goptchand, Dr Na-^aug and others pro- 
tested At this stage 2ilr Ktirullah returned aad wanted to make a personal ex- 
planation He said'^that it was not a fact that he was expelled from the Unionist 
Party He had resigned long ago and had submitted two more resignations 

Agbiculturai. Produce Market Bill (coktd) 

20lh to 24th JANUARY — ^The House then resumed discussion on the 
remaining amendments to Clause 8 of the Marketing Bill and rejected by 
80 votes to 26 an amendment to reduce the strength of nominated members 
from two to one. Mr Krishna Gopal Dutt moved that the nominated 
members should not have the right to vote in the committee. This was 
rejest^ without a division Saraar Sahib Sardar SanioLh Singh moied the 
ddetibn of the whole subclause providing for nomination Opposition speakers conten- 
ded thaf the Go'-ernment, by this pro-nsion, wanted to control the constituencies 
and use the Market Committees as a political weanon The amendment was rejec- 
ted by- 70 votes to 33 Dr Goptchand Bhargava moved an amendment that of the 
xemainmg members three-fifths -will be representatives of growei-s, elected by the 

g owbf§, and two-fifths of licence-holders, elected by licence-holders He opposed 
e mu>hfld of indirect election which would result from the panel system propo- 
sed ‘the Clause Mr Knshna Gopal Dutt wanted a representative of the consu- 
•»>ers to be included on the Committee He made a plea for the Market Commi- 
ttees^ b^g free from ofiicial influence. Indirect elections, he contended, instead of 
<i$8rdinS>a training m democracy, would pat back the hands of the clock Dis- 
jcuysifl^^d not concluded, when the House adjourned till Monday the 23rd January, 
whei eunsideration of amendments to Clause 8 was contmued. Three amendments 
were t.ak pn up together, viz, one by the Government providing that in the Mar- 
ket Committee, apart from two nominated members, the proportion of growers 
and flicence-holders should be -an the ratio of two and one, the representatives 
nommated out of a panel , the second by Dr Goptchand Bhargava to the 
eflect that three-fifths should represent growers and two-fifths hcence-holdei-s, to 
be diosen by election , and the third by Dr Gokulchand Karung to the efiect 
that moie than one-half shall represent growers Opposition speakers cnUcised 
both the ratio and the method of election proposed by the Government amend- 
mentr'-They emjihasised the need for the comyiosition of the Market Committee of 
being -fair and equitable. The zammdars, thev feared would be saddled -with an 
addition^ burden and would haidly benefit from the measure. The Leader of 
'the Rouse, replving to the debate refuted the charge that the Market Committee 
. could be used to "suppress the Congress The system of mdirect election he had 
proposed was the best under the circumstances Dr, Bhargava s amendment was 
adopted without a division The remaining amendments to Clause 8 having been 
disposed of, fte House adopted the entire Clause as also the remaining Clauses 10 
and 27 without much discussion The second reading of the Marketmg Bill was gone 
through and on the next dav, the 24lli January, the third reading was taken up and the 
Bill -was adopted During the third readmg. Opposition criticism centred on the com- 
position of Market Committees and the implicauons of the Bill The Leader 
of th^ House, in an able defence of the Bill, replied to the vanous arguments 
^put forward and the third readmg was passed -without a division 

, -- AssEMBL-y Offices (Sekgeaxt-at-arms) Bill 

* Good humour marked the proceedmgs when the Prime Minister mtroduced 
the Punjab Legislative Assembly Offices Bill providmg for the apjiomtment of a 
Sergeant-at-Arms The Premier moved that the Bdl be referred to a Select 
Committee consistmg of ten members -uath mstructions to submit its report 
by February 27, d.939, when the Budget session of the Assembly -mil 
bknn Prelimmary objections to the Bill were overruled by the Speaker 
Diuan Chamanlal, movmg for circulation of the Bill, to elicit public opi- 
nion, pointed out that ther'e was no precedence for tins measure in any Provmee 
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in the Mhole of India and as thcic was no mgenty about the matter, he fetigges- 
tcd that the public should ha\e then sav on a question of such gieat consti- 
tutional imiioitancc Mi Maqhul Ilahmnd, opposing the motion foi ciiculation, 
api'caled to the Uousc to uphold the dignitj of the Chau and to stiengthen the 
hands of the Goicinment b\ supporting the measure Di Ooptchand Bhargava, 
nhile abseitiii'f tint he jiclcled to none in his dcsiie foi upholding the dignity of 
the Chau, said that if he had leason to feel that the oideis convejed to him by 
‘ ^ cie unicasonable, he would feel justified in resisting men a 

Piemie7 pointed out tha no-i\heie else in India had 
situations aiiscn such as necessitated the oflicc of a Seigeant-at-Aims and appealed 
to the House to demon sti ate that they weie capable of lunning a demociatic 
institution and Icaie a legacy of honoiii and integiity 

The motion foi cm illation w as lost by 45 votes to 42 and the Piemier’s motion 
was adopted w ithout a di\ ision The House thcieaftei adjourned till the 27th February 


Budget Session — Lahore — 27th February to ^4th April 1939 ' 

* r 

Fii. VNCiAi Si iTrMCNT Fop 1939-40 

Tile Budget f'cssioii of the Assemblv commenced on the 27th Fehruas-y; when 
the Budget foi 1939—10 w is jucsentul bj Mi Aianohar Lai Finance Minigt«i; 
DuU on motoi sjniits and lubin uits, which is expected to bnng in an additional 
icieniic of Rs Oi laklis was the main fc.Uuic of the taxation pioposals mqiuded iti 
the budget Ihis, the Finance ilimstci sud, was a measuie to seciiie peji^nent 
addition to the leicmics of the PioMiice He announced fuithei that Government 
had in contemplation a numbei of othci additional soiuces of leienue 1>wt thc^ 
weie still at the stage of examinations 'Ihc main piinriples m legaid to, them 
would hare to bo boiiic m new would be to secuie as fai as possible and 

equality in the buiden of taxation Tlieic was an inciease m the ihxniiMial 
excise as a icsult of enhancement in the issued puces of excise opjinn,.^uid 
the leiy of a tianspoit fee on chans Ihe Ministei lefeiied to an income* Rs 
142 lakhs dining 1938-19 lij caietul shoi^-jieiiod investments of all available, money 
not icquiicd foi the immediate needs of the pioMnce Ihe following aie the salient 
budget figiucs at a glance —lotal estimated icienue icceipts foi 1939 40— Rs 11,67 
lakhs OoWl estimated cxpcnditiuc foi 1919-10 — Rs 11,96 lakhs Deficit— Rs* 29 ’ 
lakhs This deficit, cxpl lined the Muustci, was cntiielj due to the famine fihf eh 
dominated the finances of the veai as m the pienous jeai Ihe total effect of 
famine in 1939 40 is Rs 55 1 ikhs— K'- 38, S5 laklis in diiect expendituie and Rs 
10 lakhs 111 icduccd leienue— is against a budge’ed deficit of Rs 29 lakhs , but foi 
the famine thCiC would have been no deficit at all, and undei noimal conditions a 
surplus of Rs 26 lakhs max hare been expected Eien as it is, the extnSCicIinaiy 
receipts duiing tlic ycai wcie estimated at Rs 35 lakhs with no coiie&ponding 
expendituie and theiefoie, the leal effect of the real’s woiking was not m any 
minus diiection Taking the iioimal icienuc leceipts, and the extiaoidimry Meceipts 
technicallv so called togethei theie would on the piesent estimates be aotually -a 
siiiplus of Rs 6 lakhs The tax proposed to he levied in the next year on the y^ail 
sales of motoi spiiit is at the late of Re 0-1-3 ]<ei gallon and Re 0-2-6 pei gallon 
on liibiicants used foi motoi vehicles Duiing the cuiient jeai, excise duty on 
spiiit contents of toilet piepaiations and peifumeiy and on medicinal piepaiations, 
which might be used for othei than medicinal puijoses, was laised iiom Es 5 to 

Rs l?-8 pel L P gallon With effect fiom the 1st Apiil, it has been decided to, 

incicase the late of duty or fee on ceitain liquois and intoxicating diugs as follows-— 
Special spiced spiiit fiom Es 6 14 to Rs 7 8 and Es 8-2 lespectively pei L 
gallon, issue puce of excise opium Es 70 to Es 80 pei seei, tianspoit fee o»^ 

‘chaias’ at Es 20 pei scei and fee on denatuied spirit fio^ Re 0 12-0 to Re 1 

pel impenal gallon The explanatoiy memoiandum to the budget poiiEs out how, 
if the extiao cLmiy icceipts aie taken into consideiatmn, the deficit of Es 27 lakhs 
in 1938-39 is ledueed to Es 6 laklis, and of Rs 29 lakhs in 1939-40 is conveited 
into a suiplus of Es 6 lakhs It is fiuthei pointed out that the extiaordinary 
leceipts figuie in the Revenue Account, but a pnnciple has been established with 
the coucuiience of the legiBlatiire, that they should be devoted to the av'oidance of 

debt by using them to meet capital expenditure and loans and advances by Govern- 
ment If they are used rn any emergency to come to the rescue of an adverse revenue 
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ncccfunt, this does not violate the principle of sound finance for it is in effect a 
borrowing from one’s own capital to meet ordinary revenue exnsnses instead of 
borrowing from an outside source 

Motor Spirits Sales Taxation Bill 

The Punjab Jlotor Spines and Lubricants (Taxation of Sales) Bill which was 
introduced by the Ftn ince Jftntsfer w'ls referred to a select committee after an hours 
heated debate The motion of Dewan Chamanlal ( Congress ) for circulation of 
the. Bill for ehciting pubhc opinion by October 1 was r^ecied bv 73 votes to 
37 The circulation motioa.wai supported among others by Dr Gnp chand 
Bhargava, Eai Bahadur Sfvf,andla> Fun Lain B'lagat Bam and Sardar Kapur 
Singn They contended that the jwrer classes in the Punjab preferred to traiel 
bS" motor buses and the ultimate nurden of this taxation would be shifted to 
their shoulders The object of the circulation motion was that those who were 
directly concerned with the measure should be consulted Svad Amjai Ah, 
.^pposing, said that on a fiscal measure like this, the Government shoild not be 
asked .to ascertam public opmion The Honse then adjourned till March 13 

Gesebal Disccssiox of Budget 

'ISfh to 16th MARCH — General discussion of the Budget commenced on the 
13th March Ivext day the 14th March, Choiidhury ATahomed Hussain made 
a strong plea for separation of the judiciary from the executive Mr Hussain 
complainw of corruption m Government Departments, particularly the Pohee, and 
criticised the Government for bemg as bureaucratic as pre Reform Governments 
Begum Shah Natcas, Parliamentary Secretary, sought to answer the vanous 
cnticisms levelled agamst the Government by the previous Opjiosmon speakers, 
particularly Cnoudhury Krishna Gopal Duti With an mcome less than those 
provinces with which the Punjab had been compared, she felt that the Punjab 
Government deserved to be congratulated for spendmg as much as Rs 3,44,01, 
(X)0- on'* beneficent departments Begum Shah Yawaz was confident that the 
Punjab finances were safe in the hands of a noied economist hke Mr Manoharlal 
ahd his lucid and sound budget had elicited the commendation of a Congress 
member like Mr Knshan Gopal Dutt She did not agree with 31ian Eurullah 
that the expenditure could be reduced from Rs 12 to 20 crores, unless some 
department was scrapped, which was out of the question The Government, 
she said, would gii e due consideration to the recommendations Xext dav, the 16th 
March, Sir K Boisrts stressed that though provision had been made for tne famine- 
stncken area the bulk of the agriculturists got no relief He urged the 
Government to press for a five-year penod of protection to wheat%rowers 
iftan Abdul Huge, Mmister for Education, ated figures to show that pnmary 
school teachers m the Punjab were better paid than elsewhere and also the 
percentage of trained teachers was larger m the Pimjab than m other provinces 
The hon Mr Afanoharlal, Fmance Mmister, winding up the discussion, rephed 
to The criticisms levelled by the members He mam tamed that immediately after 
takii^ up office, the Government took steps to reduce the scales of i'>av ’ There 
was- flttle scope for further retrenchment He referred to the Hissar famine and 
said that the Government had not only met the immediate needs but had pronded 
h'huge sum for natural calauuties m the next years budget The only tax the 
Punjab Government had proposed was the petrol tax winch had been levied m 
other provinces also The Fmance Mimster was lustily cheered when he declared, 
“It is m view of this that our credit m the laan market stand high ” Among 
others who participated m the discussion were Dr Goptchand Bhargaia Leader 
of the Opposition party. Sir Chotturam, Mmister for Development and Airs 
Dunichaud The House' at this stage adjourned 

Tottsg ox Budget Demaxds 

17th to 30th MARCH — Votmg on Budget demands for grants commenced 
on the 17th. March and on the next dav, the 18th March, the policv of the Govern- 
ment m respect of the economic and social condition of the scheduled castes m the 
province formed the subject of a hvdv debate when a demand for grant m 
respect of “3Imisters’ salanes” was moved The mover of the ‘cut , Lola Karanamdas, 
ana other members of the Opjxisition cnhcised the Government for havmg done 
nothing for the amelioration of Hanjans as compared with the work done“m the 
Congress provmces Sardar Gopal Singh, Parhamentary Secretary, while expressmg 
sympathy with their legitimate gnevances, referred to the Government s achievement m 
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abolishing ‘begar’ (forced labour) and in proMding facilities to Hanjans as regards 
Goieinment emploMuent The cut motion was rejected by 69 rotes to 32 A 
^lilted speech nas made by Dnuan Chamanlal, Deputj Leader of the Congress 
Opposition Party, uhen he mored a token cut to censuie the geneial policj of 
the Goreinment Diwan Chamanlal strongly cnticised the Government for 
taking no steps for the uplift of the Hanjans and foi the impiovement of the econo- 
mic conditions of the piorince He had not concluded \rhen the House adjourned 
till Mondar, the 20th March, when he, contmuing his speech, returned to the 
attack on the Government oier his cut motion under the head “General Adminis- 
tration ” He lefciied specially to the failuie of the Government to reduce land 
revenue and water rates and for then continuing to draw “fat salaries” The 
hon Sir Chhoturam, lepljing to the debate, duelt at length on the achievements 
of the Jlinistry, jiaiticulaily as regards the launching of vaiioiis projects, the 
passing of agianan legislation and the promotion of industiial derelopment 
The hon Sir StkanJar Hyat Khan, Piemiei, winding up the debate, answfeied 
the charges made by Diwan Chamanlal and appealea for coopeiation from 
sections of the House in new of the difficult times ahead The cut motion 
lost bj 36 rotes to 101 and the demand for Es 93,03,400 m respect of ^Gene- 
ral Administration” rvas granted Nest daj, the 2lBt March, the Hon’ble Mr 
Manoharlal mored the demand for grant of Es 28,^300 under the heak “Jails 
and Conrict Settlements ’ Mr Santram Seth mored a cut to raise the question 
of geneial nolicj of Government underljmg the jail administration The 'mover 
and other Congress speakers alleged that corruption and ill-treatment prevailed in 
rails and urged that the quality of food and clothing supplied to prisoners should 
be implored Speakers from the Treasury Benches, refuting these charges, drew 
attention to the biightei features of the jail administration Discussion ^ad not 
concluded when the House adjourned fill the next day, the 22nd March, ^wheu the 
cut was put to vote, rvas i ejected by 90 votes to 35 and the whole demand w'as passed 
The Minister, lefuting the sereial charges made by the speakers, pointed out that he 
bad paid sereial surprise visits to jails and found the food sujiphed 'was 
quite good It could be further testified by the fact that 77 per cent of Jhe 
prisoners, when released, weie in good health The Goremment were also liberal 
in the matter of infirm and sick piisoneis Among other amenities provided weie 
the supply of news-papeis (English, Hindi, Uidu and Punjabi), installation of 
radio sets in jails andpiorision of facilities for phjsical eseicise in jails During 
the fifteen oi sixteen months of its regime, the Punjab Goremment had released 
a considerable number of political piisoneis and Babai Akali piisoneis As j-e- 
gaids IMS officers in the Jail Depaitment, the Minister expressed his inability 
to make any abiupt change in this respect as they were still under the becre- 
tary of State He, horvever, assured the House that ultimately theie would be 
no I M S officeis in the Jail Depaitment Next day, the 23rd March, 
the hon Mr Manoharlal, Minister for Finance, moved that a sum not exceeding 
Es 48,16,500 be granted to the Goreinoi to defiay the charges that will come up 
for pajment during the jeai ending March 31, 1940, in lespect of the 'Jledical 
Depaitment A cut motion mored by Lain Duntchand rvas rrithdiawn as theihscus- 
sion assumed a communal tum fouppoiting another cut’ moved by Chaudhrt 
Muhammad Hasan, Ml Deshbandhu Gupta, Chaudhrt KriGina Gopal Dutt_^,itnd 
Other Opposition speakers expressed themselr es disappointed with the achierements of 
the Goremment during their two yeais’ regime They suggested the introduction of 
indigenous sj stems of medicine such as Unani, Ayuiredic and Homoeopathic in rural 
areas, so as to afford greater relief to the sick and the suffering They urged that 
film action should be taken to ensure that false medical certificates were not issued 
by medical officeis Chaudhrt Krishna Gopal Dutt held that the Medical Depart- 
ment in the Punjab was staning as the money earmarked for it rvas not being pro- 
perly utilised Begum Shah Hawaz, in a spurted reply which rvas lustily cheeied, 
refuted the suggestion that the funds of the Depaitment were not being spent pro- 
perly She dwelt at length on the various refoims in the Depaitment introdueed 
bj the Jlinistiy and referred in paiticular to three features rn which the 

Punjab led the rest of India, namely the scheme of education which was an 
improvement on the Waidha scheme, the large peicentage of trained dais 
and nurses employed and the sjstem of rural uplift in operation 

Next day, the 24th March, tumultuous scenes marl ed the concluding part of 
the debate on the Congiess cut which was designed to criticise the policy under- 
lying the expenditure on the Medical Depaitment, while the Minister for Educa- 
tion, who rvas also in charge of the Public Health, was replying to the debate 
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on tlie cut motion Dr Gopichand Bhargava, Leadei of the Opposition, inteirup- 
tmg him asked a question The Ministei, who u as concluding his speech, shouted 
at the top of his voice saying that he was not going to be inteiiupted Objection 
was taken by the Opposition membeis to the tone m which theMinistei addiessed 
the Leadei of the Opposition party Tins was followed by shouts of “Shut up. 
Shut up ” Confusion pi evaded foi a little while and the Speaker had to call 
members to oidei several times The Education MtnistD lose amidst unroarious 
scenes and expressed his legiet This was followed by a demand Lorn the 
Ministerial benches that the members of the Opposition benches should withdian 
the woids ‘ Shut up” used against the Mniistei Ihe cut motion, when put to 
vote, was rejected bj 71 votes to 36 and the uhole demand foi i?s 4816,503 
undei the head “Medical” Was passed^ and the House adjourned tdl ilonday, ’the 
■the 27tli March when a note of wariring that the Government would lie face to 
face with a cnsis if drastic steps ueie'mot taken to impimethe lot of zammdais 
of the province was uttered bj Sardar Hait S ngh moving a token “cut” in the 
demand under ‘'Agriculture" Sardar Sahib Saidar Ujjal Singh, opjosing the 
‘eiit”, dealt at length with the great strides taken by the Ministi-y so far to improve 
thS'agncultuial conditions in the province They weie spending Es 9| lakhs 
moieTlhan during the last twef years on agiicultuie Supplies of impioved seed 
to thh tmltivatoi had resulted not onlj in increase in vield, but in fetching better 
prices Tor instance, cultivators had obtained Es 106,00,000 exLa under wheat, 
Es 1, 55,00, (X)0 under cotton and an equal amount under saga. He exjuessed the 
mabiBty of the Government to push the prices up, while the question of ratio 
. was the''poncein of the Central Government Sardar Sahib Saidar Santokh 
Singh, leadei of the Independent Par tv, Supjoited the ‘cut” and h"d not 
concluded jus speech when the House adjourned till the 29tb h'arcb, when a 
demand for a 25 per cent reduction m water rates, which was made by 
'the Opposition Party through a cut motion on the Goveinment demand 
ainder the head “Land Eevenue’, was rejected by 79 votes to 53 Ihe 
divisioft list showed that four membeis of the Minis'-eiial Paity voted 
with the Opposition, while over a dozen membeis of the Ministeiial Paity remained 
'•lifiutial Mian Nurullah, one of the secedeis from the Unionist Paitv, moving 
■three cuts together reminded the Ministerial Party of their pledges given to voteis 
at the time of election and urged them to redeem them bj making a reduction 
in land revenue and water rates He dwelt at length on the sliding scale sjstem 
of land revenue which, he said, instead of giving anj lelief to poor peasants, had 
laised the burden of taxation Making a vigorous defence of the Government s 
policy regarding land revenue, the Piemiei, Sir Sikandai Hyat Khan, explained 
at length the working of the new svstem and held that it had been introduced 
in the interests of the zammdeis The Goveinment wanted to raise the standards 
of the zamindars bv raising then incomes Tlie Piemiei concluded vnth a feivent 
appeal to the members of the Opposition to use above the party spurt and joui 
hands with the Goveinment in the inteiests of the poor peasants of the 
province Next day, the SOtli March, the guillotine was applied af*^ei which the 
- resh-of the demands, numbering 31, were pas ed The Opposition claimed 
c^ti)Hon on the demands in respect of Police and Excise but both demands 
were passed by 91 votes to 34 and 59 to 42 respectively Earlier the cut motion 
of MtanNuiullah which sought to reduce land revenue bj 10 per cent was rejected 
by 74 votes to 43 The House then proceeded to chscuss the cut motion of Sardar 
Muhammad Hussain, another secedei from the Ministerial Paitv, which protested 
against the high rate of assessment of land revenue m Lahore chstnet and urged 
its reduction After three hours’ debate, m which Sii Gokulchand Narang and 
Sardar Samptiran Singh, membeis of the Opposition, participated the cut motion 
^waslostby 86 votes to 46 The hon Choudhury Chotiuram Minister foi Develop- 
ment, replying to the debate, contended that the Goveinment, by passing the agranan 
legislation, had relieved the poor peasants fiom the clutches of money-lenders 
Tire Mmister refuted the charge levelled by the Opposition that the Piemier had 
tefused to meet the deputation of tlie Kisans of Lahoie distnct who had come to 
L^ore to complain against the high rate of assessment of land revenue, and said 
that the Premier was prepared to meet those who had some grievances and not others 

AssA'DLT os a ME'IBEP 

28tli MABCH —An allegation that Mian Iftikarud-B n, Secretary of the 
t Assembly Congress Party, was assaulted by a police officer when he objected to the 
arrest by the officer of some persons in connection with Kisan Saty-agraha was -made 
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toMwls the end of tlie sitting to 6*^7 The Leadei ol the Opposition Dr Gop^chand 
Bhargava, using on a point of oidei, asked tlicPiemier nhethci helnd instructed 
tliejolice to beat a mcmbci of the House ivho had MSitcd the scene of tlie 
Kisan SaUagialn The I'lemier lepudiated the allegation in leply to nhich 
Mian IfUKcr-ud-Din, using on a point of piivilege, said that if this 
n as the soit of truth uttered bj the Picmiei, then he h"d not much respect 
foi him Continuing, Hian Iitil ei-ud-Din explained that to day he rrent to the 
scene of the K^an fcaUagiaha He noticed a police officei picking some reisons 
from the cron d and putting them index anest When he (the speakei iobjccted, , 
the ofTicci insulted him bi telling him to ‘ shut up” Ihe officei, he fuithei alleged, 
gaiehim ti.o or thiee blous Ihe Speaker, giiinghis ruling, held that the mattei 
conceincd a pm ate and peisonal aflaii of a member and thcie uas no bieach of 
the pmilegc of the Ilou^e He added that if anj authontv iws produced under 
uhich he could entcitain thcprnilcgc Onotion then he irould be pi glared to take 
It up 

Motop Spirits &iir,3 Txxatios Bill (costd) 

31st MARCH —9 he House took up to daj the ]\rofoi Spirits Pill and aflg^jec- 
tion of a dilatOi-X motion to elicit publu opinion on it, dismssed it clause by clpose and 
adopted it on substanti illy the sime fonn ns it emerged from the Select Committee 
Animpoiiint amci dmenf ivhicli the 0[iiiOr.ition picoscd fo a diiision, jsought to 
leduce the proposed tax on motor spurt fiom one anna three pies to one anna, but 
the amendment uas rejected by 8-1 \otcs to 34 Ihe House then adjourned ti^ SJondax 

l^soL^E^^\ A E'TEPtai^ments Detx Bhl s 

ord APRIL —The House passed tuo official Bills to day , namely the Pioxincial 
IiEohency (Punjab Amendment) Bill and the Punjab Entertainments Dtity (Amend- 
ment) Bill MPhout nuioli discussion The first uas designed to rcmoic ceitain defects in 
the old Act, uliile the second secured unifo mity and obintcd the necessity for - 
fiequcntly amending the Act, uhcneiei alterations in rates haic to benmdo»A 
motion for circulation in lespcct of the second Bill uas lost uithout a division. 

The lion Major Khtzar Hgat Khan Mmi’iXei ioiB W D next intioduccd/^e^' 
Village Panchaxats Bill, uhicli sought to extend the poueis and duties of panchaTuts f 
in the pioiince He moicd that the Bill be icfeiied to a Select Committee Sardar 
Man Singh (Congress) moied foi circulating the Bill for eliciting public opinion 
Opposing the circulation motion Majoi Khtzar Hyat Khan said that the Bill solight 
to leiue the old ullage paiichaxat system xvliicli uas in foiee betoie the Biihsli 
Bi] The motion uas discussed for about two houis and eventually uas rejected bv' 
the House by 92 rotes to 37 Hie oiigiinl motion of the Minister foi lefemng the 
Bill to a fcclcct Committee uas earned 

SEPOPAXT-Ar-AP MS Bill, (COSTD) 

The Premier, feu Sikandar Hyat Khan, nc\t moved lint the Assembly (Offices) 
Bill, as lepoitcd by the feelect Committee, be taken into eonsideiation Ihe-rBill 
sought to pi oxide for the apj ointment of a scigeant at-aims to attend on thedhinjab 
Legislatixe Assembly, for the appointment of deputies and suboidinates tUi 
other matters A constitutional point, laiscd by Bandit Munilal Kaha (CoTr^rtfos), 
that under the &ox eminent of India Act, the House had no porrei to pass such 
legislation, xras ruled out by the Speakci Sardai Hun S nqh moved foi ciicula- 
tion of the Bill and obserxed that no Icgislatuie in the xroild had passed such a 
bill The Bntish Parliament, xrhich xras considered to be the Mother of Parliaments, 
did not pass such legislation in spite of the fict that the menibeis some 
time e”cfianged blorrs on the floor of the House baidar Han Singh had not 
concluded, xxhen the House adjourned till the next day, the 4tli April, xvhen 
the ciiculation motion xras lejccted The suppoiteis of the ciiculation 
motion, xrho included Di Goptchand Bhargava, leader of the OppQsition, 
Di Sir Gokulehand Narang and Dr Mohammad Alam, made tienchant 
criticism of the bill xrhich they described xxas a coercive measure intended 
to thiottle the lights of the mmoiitx' Sir Magbool Mahmood^ Parllnmenlary 
Sccietai 7 , opposing the motion said that the object of the bill xras to deiir'e porveis 
fiom the Government of India Act for the Speaker in older to enforce the rules 
of the House As the Speakei xras above party, nobody should oppose arming him 
him xritli porrers xrhich could be deiixed from the Goxemment of India Act 
The motion, xvhich rvas also opposed by Malik Barkatah and Shaikh Karamat Aft 
xia? rejected without dixision Chotodhury Krishna Oopal Dutta then moved Hhat 
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tiie bill be committed to the same Select Committee with instructions that the 
Select Committee should re-esnmine the matter after holdmg consultations inth the 
Speaker and the Deputy Speaker of the Punjab Assembly as well as the Speakers 
and Deputy Speakers of the legislatures in other provinces of India and leport 
before August 1, 1939 The mover was still speaking when the House adjourned 
till the next day, the 5th Apnl, when the motion yas negatued and the House 
proceeded to consider the Bill clause by clause 

OfFICIAI. BtLLS Ikteodxjced 

6^ APRIL —Six non-official Bills, including the Punjab Belief of Indebtedness 
(Amendment) Bill the Punjab Court (Amendment) Bill, the Punjab Debtors Piotec- 
tion) (Second Amendment) Bill, the Punjab Homeopathic Faculty Bill, the Punjab 
Motor Spiiits (Eeguhtion of Prices) Bill and the Punjab Customary Law (Amend- 
ment) Bill were mtroduced to-day 

The Punjab Homeopathic Faculty^ Fill, which was sponsored by Choudhrt 
Krishna Gopal Dutt, aimed at regulating and standaidizing instruction in homeo- 
]?athy and controlUng its practice in the Punjab 

The Punjab Motor Spirts (Eegulation of Prices) Bill aimed at avoiding 
compebtion 

On-an assurance given by the Piemier, Sir Stkandar Haxjat Khan, that the 
Goremjpent would not object to a similar Bill which had been introduced earlier 
being referred to a Select Committee, 3Iis Dumchand withdrew her Punjab Hindu 
Marriage JReform Bill, which sought to prohibit, except in cerfam cases, the Hindus, 
Sikhs amf-Jains marrying a second wife m the life-time of the &st ivife Ihe 
House then adjourned till the 11th 

Sergeaxt-at-abms Bill (coxtd) 

11th APRIL —The Assembly made very little progress with the Se^eant-at-Arms 
Bill to-day Aftei several Opposition amendments had“been lost, the House adopted 
■m important Government amendment, which sought to substitute the words, ‘‘the 
Governor or such person as he may direct may appomt the Sergeant-at-Arms” 
r-fox the words, “the Punjab Government shall appoint the Sergeant-at-Aims ” In 
the course pf the discussion of an Opposition amendment that the Sergeant-at- 
Arms be appointed on the requisition of the Speaker, the Premier said that there 
was an improvement in the tone of the discussion in the House and he hoped that if 
tins state of affairs contmued, it might not be necessary to appomt a Sergeant-at- 
Arms llie Government wished to have this measure passed to serve m the case of 
emergency He maintamed that it would be inadvisable to vest the power of 
appomtmg a Seigeant-at-Arms m the Speaker Hext day, the 12th Apnl, 
the amendment of Munshi Han Lai (Congress), which was moved yesterday and which 
sought to mvest the power of suspension, reduction and punishment of the bergeat- 
at Arms in the Speaker, when put to yote, was lost by 72 votes to 42 A heated de- 
bate then ensued on the motion of Dewan Chaman Lai, Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition, opposing Clause 3 relating to the appointment of a Sergeant-at-Aims 
Diwan Chamanlal felt that they were insultmg the Speaker by not investing him 
with powers of appomtmg the Sergeant-at-Arms A division was claimed on the 
mbtion, which was rejected by 91 votes to 36 and the clause, as amended, was 
passed The House divided on an amendment of Dr Goptchand Bharqnva wluch 
sought to provide that a member who delibeiately and persistently behaved in 
a grossly disoideilv manner and refused to withdraw, when called upon bv the 
Speaker, may be excluded through the Seigeant-at-Arms, if the House agreed by a 
majority The amendment was lost by 91 votes to 33 Clause 4 of the Bill, which 
related to the power of the Speaker to order the removal or exclusion of persons, 
was under consideration when the House adjourned till the l4th Apnl when the 
House adopted it An Opposition amendment to Clause 5 of the Bill, seeking 
the deletion of the portion empowermg the Sergeant-at-Arms or his deputies to 
enlist aid from servants of the Croivn if they considered that necessary, to execute 
orders given bj &e Speaker was defeated by 86 votes to 34 Diwan Chamanlal, 
supporting the amendment, said that he could not remember any instance when the 
police had been requisitioned in the House of Commons to remove a member 
Opposing the amendment the Premier said that the provision had been made to 
meet an emergency which, he hoped, would never arise They did not want ta 
keep permanent police for the purpose, because it would be an unnecessary burden 
on the exchequer Therefore, a provision had been made to reqmsition outside help 
in case of emergency Clause 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 were passed in quick succession All 
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Oppotition amendments weie rejected After the consideration of the Bill clause by 
clause was o\ei, the Piemiei moied the thud reading and discussion had not con- 
cluded, uhon the House adjourned till Monday, the ?7th Apnl, when the closure motion 
was pressed to a dnision and earned by 92 votes to nil The Bill was thereupon passed 

No-confidesce on Dy Speaker & Ministers 

10th APRIL —A 'no-eon fidence’ motion against the Deputy Speaker, which was 
tabled by Sardar Pratap Singh, (Congress), under Section 65 of the Government of 
India Act and signed by 51 membeis of the Opposition Party was adjourned to 
day by the Speaker amidst loud opposition applause Nest day the 20th Aprrl, in a 
a statement esplaining the position regarding the allotment of time foi the discus- 
sion of the no confidence motion against the Deputy Speakei, the Premier said that 
he could have been delighted to accommodate the Opposition bat his hands weie 
tied by the Government of India Act which laid down that a no confidence motion 
could not be discussed before the lapse of fourteen days As the session would not 
continue till then, it was not possible to take up the motion in the present session 
Di Gopichand Bhargavn, Leadei of the Opposition, said that if the Opposition 
w anted to move a no confidence motion they would do so and did not want any re- 
commendation or suggestion from the Piemier He added that it was for the 
Speakei and not for the Piemiei to fix a time foi a no confidence motion- against 
the Itlinistiy They had been compelled to table a no-confidence motion against the 
Depiitj Speakei because they had giievances against him If those giievalrccs were 
lemoied, the Opposition would withdiavv the motion The Speakei, Sir Sahab Ud- 
Din, pointed out that, according to the rules, if the Assembly were prTirogued, 
the motion of no-confidence against the Deputy Speaker would automatically lapse 

22nd APRIL —Five motions of no-confidence against the Premier, Sir Sikandar 
Hyat Khan, Chaudhri Sir Chhoturam, Mi Manohai Lai, Major Khizar Hyat 
Khan Ttwana and Sii Sundar Singh Majtfhta were admitted to day The motion 
of no-confidence against the Piemiei was tabled by 3han Nurullah who had seceded 
from the Unionist Party Chaudhri Kartar Singh tabled the motion againgt Mr, 
3Ianohar Lai, Finance Minister Sardar Sampuran Singh against Sir Sundar 
Singh Majilhia, Sardar Kapur Singh against Major Khizar Hyat Khan and Dtwaft 
Chamanlal against Chaudhri Sir Chhoturam ' 

The Spea/tcr at the outset called upon Sheikh Kaiamat Alt (Unionist) to move his 
motion expressing confidence in the Ministij, which stood first in to-daj’s agenda The 
Opposition membeis urged that the motion of no-confidence against the Education 
hlmistei which was admitted yesterday, be taken up first Munsht Harilal (Con- 
gress) argued that under the Government of India Act, a motion of confidence could 
not be moved This view was supported by Mr K L Oauba and Di Gopichand 
Bhargava, Leader of the Opposition The Speaker ruled that since the confidence 
motion had been received in his office earlier he must give piioiitv to it When the 
turmoil subsided, the Speaker called upon Mr Karamat Ah (Unionist) to move 
Ills motion of confidence Mi Kaiamat Ah rose to do so when Dnuan Chamanlal, 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition Party, announced that as a gestuie of protest 
his party will not take part nr the discussion on the motion of confidence There- 
upon, all Opposition membeis walked out, exeept Chaudhiy Mohd Hussain, wK^se 
no confidence motion against the Education Minister appeared next on the agenda 
Ml Karamat Air’s motion was then earned by 107 votes to ml Immediately aftei 
the announcement of the result, the Opposition Paity walked into the House and 
Chaudhry Mohd Hussain moved his no-confidence motion against the Education 
Ministei The debate on the motion lasted three horns Two membeis, including the 
mover, spoke in favour of the motion and one member of the Ministeiial Party 
opposed It Initiating the debate, Choudhri Mohd Hussain strongly enticised the 
policy of the Minister in regard to education and medical aid Duiing the course 
of the twoyeais, he said, no improvement had been made either in spreading edu- 
cation or in the giving of medical aid to the iiiial population He chai’ged the 
Minister with not redeeming the pledges he had given to his electorate Bhat Fafeh- 
Jang Singh (Unionist), opposing the motion, detailed at length the" progress made in 
education and medical aid since the advent of the jiiesent Ministij. He maintained 
tka^ in spite of natural calamities, such as famine and hailstoim, the Government 
had provided huge sums of money for education and medical aid Next day, 
the 24th Apnl, Mr J D Ambar (Christian), who recently seceded from the 
Mimsteiial Party, supporting the no-confidence motion, said that the present Govern- 
ment had the same policy as its piedecessoi The Eefoims had made no diffeience 
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in the Punjab He cntiused the Government’s pohcy m passing the agianan Bills, 
vrluch, he said, had not giien rehef to the pool peasants but had Siused a split 
amon^ the difleient classes Ohau limn K G Butt -nho tabled the motion of no- 
confidence againt the Finance Minister, said that Mi Manohailal had failed to adopt 
an^ sound economic policy Itnas stated that he was opposed to the aoraiian 
Bills If he weie, why did he not lesign nhen the Bills were passed? Far from 
resigning, h' ' - - ’ - ' 'o Muslim League policy by remaining in a Ministi 7 

which was League Ministry Mtan Nurulla uho had tabled 

the no-confidence motion against the Piemiei, Sii feikandai Hyat Khan, said 
that since he had left the Ministeiiar Party, he was being attacked ruthless’h by 
the membeis of that Party Theie was a talk of e\en muidenng him Ministenal 
benches* Oh, oh) Mian Kuiullah said that he difl’eied fiom the Ministenal Party 
not on peisonal grounds but on public grounds The Unionist Party had not 
redeemed its pledges to the electorate The backward classes and the poor 
zamindais weie not fairly tieated A very reasonable and moderate demand for 
reduction in the land revenue made by him was not accepted fay the Goiern- 
ment Winding up the debate. Sir Stkandar Hyat Khan expressed 
pleasui6 that the no-confidence motions had been moved because firstly they 
would stir the Ministenal Party Up to do their duty by the electorate and 
secondly the result would gi\e a. little respite to the Opposition who 
had been forecasting landslides in the Jlinisieiial Paity It, hoveier, gneied 
him to Ueai that his Goreinment had done nothing foi the politicil prisoners 
‘Barring a handful of people,” hedeclaied, “we have released all, in sjnte of the 
fact that, the assurance gnen to us by the Leadei of the Opposition and other 
friends har e not been kept If those still in custodj gn e the nccessaiw assurances, 
their case rvill be considered sjmpatheticalh ’ As regards the seciuities demanded 
from the press, the Piemiei said that he could not tolerate two things, namelv, 
TOUSing of communal bitterness and pleaching of violence Eren the Congress- 
got eined provinces were using the weapons against the press They were being 
foiced to do so He was soiiy to hear th-’t the Opposition was still accusing 
the Government of doing little foi the amelioiation of tne peasautiy When the 
Government brought fonraid the agranan Bills, the Opposition opposed them 
tOOth/and n"!! despite the mandate of the Congress to the contren 

At this stage the House dnided and the no-confidence motion against Mmn Ablid 
Haye, Education Ministei, was defeited b> 112 lo+es to 35 The no-confidence 
motion against Choudhn Sir Chhoiuram, Ministei foi Uc’ eiopment, tabled by 
D Iran Chnmanlal, was rejected by 112 rotes to 54 Htan Muhammad 
Nurullah’s motion agamst the Premier was also negamed by Ir^ votes nd 
The motions *^g*iinst the Ke'venue Ministu, the rinance ^lin atei and the Public 
Works Minister ueie not put The Hou«e then adjouined sine d,e 
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Proceedings of the C. P. Assembly 

Budget Session — Nagpur — 15th March to 20th April 1939 

Financial Statement for 1939—40 

The Budget session of the C P Legislative Assembly comiVenced at Nsgpnr on 
the lath March 1939 The Hon’ble Mr D K Mehta, the Finance BJ^ber introduced the 
Budget for 1939-40 which revealed a small surplus of Es 1 26 lakhs Eeceipts are expected 
to total Es 434 74 lakhs and exiiendituie Es 433 48 lakhs The revised Budget Estimates 
for 193S-39 indicate a revenue deficit of Es 34 18 lakhs instead of a budgetted surplus 
of Es 82,000, attributed mainly to fall under “land lei eniie ” To meet this deficit, 
the Minister said that the Government proposed to impose certain new taxes, an en- 
hancement of rates of stamp duties on non]udicial stamps as prevailing in most 
■ provinces, lei'y of license fees and an ad valorem tax on the sale of tobacco, enhan- 
cement of the rate of the sales tax on the motor spirit and lubrican*^s, and enhan- 
cement of the late of fees on private motor vehicles Stamp duties will yield an 
additional Es 4,60,030 The tobacco tax mil produce Es 3,00,003 and the enhanced 
taxon lubricant oil IS estimated to bring in an income of about Es 15,000 
Eeferiing to expenditure in Beiai, Mr Mehta said that there was no asoect of the Bud- 
get which, the members of the House fiom Beiai did not sciutmize with a more watchful 
eje than the pioportion of diiisible expenditure allotted to Berai For the first time 
for -many yeais, thej would meet with a pleasant surprise at finding that their 
demtind has neared fulfilment While the proportion of divisible revenue contri- 
buted* by Berar has fallen from 36 7 to 33 5, the jiercentage of divisible expendituie 
ftUojttad to Beiar has risen from 308 to 33 7 of real new expendituie, as much as 
41 per' cent having been allotted to it 

- Pioceeding the Minister announced that the total new expenditure for nhich 
provision has been made, amounts to Es 2609 lakhs A load programme, amoun- 
ting to Es 45 lakhs, to be financed laigely from the Eoad Fund, has been diavn up 
and forwarded to the Central Government for approval A fairly large proportion 
of the new expenchture this yeai has been allotted to the Medical and Public 
Health Departments Es 52,000 has been eaimaiked for the promotion of Ayurvedic 
and Unani medicine Es 9,000 has been pio ided for subsidizing allopathic practitio 
neis The plan for organizing a pibhc health sen ice has been completed and Es 
64,000 has been provided foi making a beginning The most important scheme is 
the one for \idja mandirs, mth a capital expenditure of Es 2 66 lakhs, which is 
sufhcicnt for financing 100 vidva mandiis Speaking on the policj and propam- 
me which is engasnng the attention of the Goieinment the ISIinistei declaied that 
the watei rates foi in igation weie consideiably reduced but this had failed to attiact 
new agieements in certain tracts A final effort would be made to make people 
lealize the giaiity of the situation Out of prudence and sheer necessity the 
Goieinment had decided to continue wath the extension of the prohibition scheme 
which uonld be extended to two mo.e distncts The total recurrent loss of 
leienue due to prohibition was Es 33 lakhs Another important proposal, he said, 
was the introduction of tenancy reform in general, and transferability of occu- 
pancy holdings in paiticiilai 

The proposal to separate the executive and judicial was under eximination 
specially wffh regard to the administratn e and financial implications, said Mr 
lilehta Concluding, the Minister said that the constitutional baiaiers must, one 
by one, yield ultimately before the pressure of public opinion and consider ations 
ot jushce and fan play “But meanavhile it is becoming increasingly difficult for 
us to bear oui cross of financial orthodoxy, and unless the Secietai’y of State 
IS piepaied to assist ns in securing a reasonable i eduction in the cost of ad- 
-nainistration, and thus to ease the strain, we shall be compelled to seek some 
eflective means of ending the situation” 

Prisons Act Amend Bill 

After the Budget had been presented, the House took up official Bills On the motion 
of the Ministry foi Jails, the House passed into law two Bills, one amending the Prisons 
Act, 1894, in its application to C P and Berar, and the other amending the Indian Bar 
Councils Act, 1926 The fiist Bdl defined political pnsoners and seemed better treatment 
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foi them in the mattci of food and other amenities in ]sils, iihile the second 
Bill cm] oweied the liigh Couit to take action in the foim ot icpiimand, suspension 
01 lemoial fioni j i lUising against such lawjcis as aie found guilty of piofes- 
sional misconduct oi cnminal oflience, lendering them unfit to continue as 
ad\ orates 


Gexepai Discussion of Bddgee 

ICtli 6L 17th MARCH — Gencial discussion of the Budget commenced on the ICtli 
March Rao Sahib [i T /iaynr/er, leading the attai k, complained that the Goicinmcnt 
had not efleclcd all economics they had piomiscd, that salaiics of highh-iiaid 
olficeis ucic not leduccd and that tlie Goieinment nas taxing jicople at a time 
uhen no fuithci buiden could be borne He alleged that the Congiess Goiein- 
ment Mas leading the piOMiice to insohcncy and chaiged the Goieinmcnt i ith 
neglecting the intcicsts of Moslems and Haiijans by not including then icprcseii- 
titncs in the Cabinet Mi M G Chthiavt^ icfciied to the fact that evei since 
the Congiess came into oflice taxation to the tunc of Rs 20 lakhs had been 
imposed He iiigcd that expcits fiom foicign countiies should be biought foi 
deicloping local industiies Mi V 1/ Takatdar, sccietaij of the Congiess ] artj 
alleged that the Mniistiy Mas not acting up to ‘Gandhiaii’ piinciples as thej spent 
Rs 50,000 in furnishing bungaloMS while liundicda of people Meic Ining in mud 
huts He stated that appointments made by them Lad evoked complaints of 
partiality and favouiitism, and uiged that the Ministers’ conduct should like 
Ciesai’s Mife, be above suspicion He leferred to the economic condition of the 
people and said that from peisonal knowledge he could say that people Meie 
unable to pay second kist land levenue and uiged. its suspension Othei 
Congiess membe.s also paiticipated in the clebate The House thep 

adjourned till the nest day, the 17tU March, when Mi K O JOeslimuKh 

(Congiess) dievv the attention of the Ministry to the defects in the jitcsent 
system of piepaiing ciop estimates in Berar and said that levenue ofheets paid 

no heed to the leasonable giievanees of the people in this lespect Mis Dur^abai 

Joshi (Congress) emphasised the urgent neeci foi i educing enhancement of'ievqnue 
in the 12 taluks compiising Boiar and the C P Mai athi tracts Khan Saiiib 
Abdui Rahaman Khan (Muslim League) lefeiied to the sad plight of Kisans of 
Berai, paiticulaily Buldana and Khamgaoii distiicts, and complained that the 
Government had shown disci im in ation in giving lelief to the peasantiy iMi V 
R Kalappa (Congiess) appieciatcd the Ministiy’s action in balancing the budget 
this yeai under ailficult conditions and suppoited generally the new development 
schemes and taxation measuies to finance them The Rev O G Rogers (Euiopeaii and 
Anglo-Indian lepiesentative) congiatulated Ml Mehta on pioducing a balanced budget 
this yeai, which, he said, was fan, just and leasonable to all interest He deprecated the 
destructive ciiticifams of the Budget pi o] osals in the House Rev Rogcis objected to the 
high salaiies of the IBeivitcs and uiged the Goveinmentto take conceited action in 
this mattei with the othei piovinces with anew to leducing administrative expendi- 
ture Ml r J ATedar chaiacteiiscd the budget as "most useless” and found fault 
with the Finance Ministei foi showing it as a surplus one, though in leality 
it was a deficit budget He was soriy to confess that though they had come to 
the House to wreck the new Constitution, the Indian Act 1935 had broken them 
Ml Kedai conwlaincd that the C P Maiathi tiact has been tieated as an 
orphan by the Government in the matter of affoiding lelief to the peasantry 
He also objected to the extension of the Piohibition expeiimcnt this yeai, costing 
about Rs 8 lakhs loss in levenue without the Assembly being consulted in the 
matter, particularly since the Ministry had come forward with the new taxation 
proposals to meet this loss of excise levcnue Replying to the debate, the Finance 
Minister, Mi D K Mehta answered Mr Kedar’s ciiticisms of the Government’s 
policy Speaking in Hindi, Mi Mehta pointed out that Prohibition was the Con- 
giess policy and the House had alieady passed the Piohibition Act last year Tliey 
had extended the Prohibition expeiiment this year in pursuance of the policy 
which had been appioved by the Assembly He regretted that no constructive 
suggestions had been made dunng the debate Dealing with the Hanjan Mem- 
ber’s complaint about inadequacy of grants, Mr Mehta mentioned the provision 
of Rs 40,000 this year for the benefit of their educational advancement He em- 
phasised that Haiijans, more than any other community, would reap the benefit 
of the Government’s Prohibition policy He remaiked that he andTiis colleagues owed 
allegiance to an institution jthe Congiess) which believed in action and not in mere 
empty talk The Finance Minister added that after a senes of deficit budgets jn the last 
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ten years, lie considered it essential to balance the budo-et this year in order 
to increase the credit of this province in the market He assured the House that 
they ivould continue to remain m office only as long as the Congress wanted 
them to do so Mr Mehta maintained that enhanced petrol tax ivould not hit 
tne poor and mat the additional taxation burden had been imposed on those capa- 
ole of bearing They ■nere examining the question of augmenting revenues by 
tapping new sources and in this connection, he mentioned the possibihty of then 
considering imposition of an employment tax on the Imes of the XI P measure 


VoTixG ON BoDGirr Heiiasds 

18th to 27th — Vohng on Budget demands for grants commenced on the 

Mth March Mr P B Gole (Congiess through a token cut raised the question of the 
Government s polica particularly the failure of the co-operative banks in Berar 
ihemoier said, m its initial stages, this movement was encouraged by Government 
MQ its officers but later, the Government became indifferent to its fortunes Mr 
Gole said he lad expected better treatment from the Congress Government this year 
in the budget nut he had been disappointed He asked the Goiemment either to 
^help the co-operative banks in the present cnsis or advance loans to needy 
■'ftgncultunsts who had no credit in the market Mr Gole alluded m this con- 
nectidh to the Bombay Congress Government’s determination to finance these 
credit societies and the provision made m this year’s Bombay budget for this pur- 
pose and asked the C P Mmistrj to move m the matter Kme members spoke 
on the %ub]ect, emphasising generally the need for Government assistance &ome 
speakers from Berar held that mismanagement of the banks and the high rates 
of interesX charged on loans were responsible for the present cntical state of 
affairs, while others pomted out that co-operation had failed only m Berar The 
Heuse then ad]OumM till hlonday, the 20ai March, when the Minister, Mr D P. 

m the course of his spe^h, rebuttmg the charge that the Government had 
been irtchfferent to the cntical situation m Berar, pointed out that they had appointed a 
comrnfttec to examine the entire situation m respect of the co-operative movement 
thef/ and the report of this committee, which the Government had received only 
tins' week, would be shortly considered by them He assured the House that 
tlidtfe' had not been any departure m respect of Government policy for which 
they deserved censure The Government fully recognised, as any member of the 
House, the immense value of the co-operative movement Next dav, the 2lEt 
March, lilr Gole withdrew his cut motion on the assurance given by Mr Mtshra 
Discussion on the demand imder “Industnes” was next moved bv the Minister, ilr 
C J Bharuf a Speakmg on a Congress member’s token cut motion, 

Mr Bharuka gave details of the progress hitherto made by the Industnal Survey 
Committee constituted by the Government and said that the Government would 
take up the question of assistance to both small and large scale and cottage in- 
dustnes in the provmce after considering the Committee’s suggestions, which he 
expected to receive shortly The Committee, he added, had lecently completed a 
preliminary survey of typical rural mdustries in select villages The Mmister 
also gave a resume of the several activities of the Industnes Department, 
particularly in the matter of renvmg village mdustnes with the co-opera- 
tion of the All-India Spinners’ Association and the AU-India Yillage Indus- 
tnes Association at XVardha. The cut motion was withdrawn by the Congress 
member, Jlr M P Gole (from Berar) who urged the Government to expedite 
the enunciation of a definite policy on the subiect Ihe House then adjourned till the 
23rd, March, when the Government’s pobcy m respect of appomtments to posts under 
its control was explamed by the hlmister, the hon Mr J C Bharuka A cut mo- 
tion was moved by the Leader of the Opposition, Eao Saheb D D Rajukar, who 
urged the removal of the present Deputy Director of Industnes of C P on the 
ground that he was not a bonafide resident of the provmce. Six members from 
ml sections of the House strongly pleaded that preference should be given to pro- 
vincial men havmg the requisite qualification as against those who were not bona- 
fide residents of the provmce The Mimster, replvmg to the debate, asserted 
that the present mcumbent of post, Mr C L Gupta, had the requisite 
cation and wide practical COTeneuce and in appomtmg him, the Government had - 
acted m thfe best interests of the provmce. The Government considered it its duty 
to give preference to provmcial men, bnt while filling up technical posts they 
not subscribe to the view that in no case should an outsider be appomted It would he 
a smcidal policy, he said, not to utilise the services of the best qualified persons m 
the interests of the provuiee,- merely because they were not residents of this provm- 
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ce Ml Rajurkar, however, piotcsted tint the Government Incl tuniod down the 
claims of the other candidate (a resident of the Central Provinces) even though he 
possessed, accoidmg to the speakei, the ncccssarj qualifications foi the post and had 
appointed a non-icsident of the piovince Describing this as “an act of injustice”, 
the moier pressed the cut motion to a division It was defeated by 57 votes to 18 
The House then granted the eiiti o Industries demand Nex day, the 2oth March, 
discussing the famine Belief Demand of Rs 5,700, six membeis fiom Beiar, both 
Congress and Non-Congress, supported a token cut motion of Eao Sahib D Y Ra- 
jitrkar who demanded that a state of famine should be declared in Beiai The mover of 
the “cut”, emphasising the need foi Government action desciibed the acute econo- 
mic distress prevalent in Beiar Complaining about the inadequacy of relief. Mu ' 
Rajurkar said that out of a total Land Revenue demand of Rs 36 lakhs the Govern- 
ment had suspended only Rs 1 lakhs in Beiar He warned the Government that 
the situation might become worse, if famine wis not deJaied and concluded by 
suggesting that the Government snould advan e libeial taccavi loans to cultivatois, 
enabling them to irapiove the productivity or land 'nOst of the fffeakeis fiom 
Berai, supporting the motion, endoised geneiallj the demand made by Mi 
Eajuikai The Revenue Minister, Mi S V Ookhah , admitted that the'^- 
agranan distress this jeai was acute, paiticulaily m the cotton produwng 
areas of Beiar and Nagpur Divisions The ciop failuie, he maintained, was 
not wholesale, but was confined to some parts Since 1930 they had a 
senes of successive crop failures in Beiai and the Government recognised tjiat in 
addition to this, conditions this year had become woise in certain paits, in which 
crops weie damaged owing to excessive lains Land leveniie susp'^nsions amounting 
to Rs 9 laklifa had already been given by the Goveinment in areas where crops 
had failed They had also eaimaiked a sum of Rs 5 700 in the Budget and opened 
test relief works in some places of Beiar where the distress was acute The Govein- 
ment had also decided to distribute Es 12 lakhs to needy agiicultunsts in ,±h,6 
form of taccavi loans and, if necessary, they would allot extra fuiidf to 
help Kisaiis, foi whom the Government had fiill sympathy in then disticgs 
The House then adjourned till Monday next, the 27th March, when tlia 
discussion on the Famine Relief demand was continued the whole day, anil* 
guillotine was applied at 5 p m , wheieaftci the House voted the icst of the de-- 
mands In all, twelve membeis, mostly fiom the Congress benches, spoke to-day 
They urged the Goveinment to render all possible help to the peasantn, particu- 
laily in the cotton producing tracts of Beiar and the Nagpur Division, where eco- 
nomic distress this year was acute owing to the failure of crops and scarcity of 
money which was the main problem facing the lyots The need foi the Gevem- 
ment expediting its relief measures to save the peasantry was emphasised by all 
those participating in the discussion Two Congress members, however, definitely 
stated that Government should not declare famine in Beiar The leveniie Minister, 
jMi S V Gokhale, replying, pointed out that the outturn of ciops other than 
cotton was satisfactory in Berar The figures for the last ten yeais had shown, 
they should remember, a gradual fall in the area of cotton cultivation He concluded 
by assuiing the House that the Goveinment were fully alive to the situation 
and would do their best to help the peasantry The ‘ cut” motion was lost 
This concluded the voting on Budget demands and the House adjourned 

NoN-OFriciAL Resoldtioxs 

28th MARCH —The Assembly discussed non-official resolutions to day The first 
resolution moved by Mr £> L Paul (Haiijan) from the Opposition benches 
recommended to the Government that the agc-hmit for entry of Haiijans into 
Goveinment services be incieased fiom 25 to 30 After most of the Hanjan 
members had supported it, the mover withdrew the resolution in view -of Pre- 
mier Shukla s nssuiance of sympathetic consideration of the suggestion on the 
part of the Government The Premier also took the opportunity to explain what 
Government had done for the general betterment and educational advancement 
of Haiijans and other backward classes A major portion of to-day’s sitting 
was devoted to a discussion of a Congress member’s resolution (Mr L N 
Nathe fiom Beiar) urging the Government to grant total remission of rents 
and revenue in the cotton tracts of the Nagpur and Beiai division this year 
The debate had not concluded when the House adjourned till the 30th.^ 

The Taxation Bills 

30th MARCH —The Assembly to day discussed the first of the four new taxa- 
lion measures undertaken to augment the levenues of 4he Province On the 
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motion of ill C J Bhaiula, Industnes Ministei, the House pgieed, after a 
prolonged deb'ite to lefei tlie 0 P and Berai Irdinn SlamjD Amendment Bill to 
a select committee -with instnictions to lepoifc befoie the drd Apnl 1939 The 
Bill provided foi Bie eiiliincemciit of the lates of stamp duties on iion-judicial 
stamps to the le\ el pre\ ailing in most othei pioiinccs Oijosition motion foi the 
purpo^ of eliciting public opinion, was rejected bj the Bouse by 51 votes to 
20 rhe Op] osition uaa maiiilj led bj Mi Eajurkar (Leadei of the 0] j c/itioii) 
and Ml B Q A'/ioparde, u ho vehemently ciiticiscd the Goieinmeiit’s action m 
tijing to impose "fiesh buidens on the ]eople at a time uhen economic conditions 
made it impossible foi them to shouldei the weight of new taxes” They thicw 
a challenge to the Congiess Paity to get a lesolution endoising the taxation 
measuies passed at a public meeting at ani place in the piovince Mi D K 
Mehta, Finance Munster, lepudiatmg the ehaige that the Congiess Partj had 
forgotten its election piomises to leduce the tax buiden, declaied that they 
Lnew fully tlicn duties to then constituencies, and to the organisation tile's be- 
longed Ihe' Muiistei pointed out that they had lighted the buiden of taxation 
to the extent of Es 30 lakhs by ccnfeiiing dueot benefits on the jeojle, includ- 
ing substantial lelief from land revenue dues IVhile admitting that thej had 
ngt achieved all that they intended, ilr Mehta claimed that they were eniitled 
to- credit for confernng benefits on poor cases A «Tnng of Rs fifteen lakhs 
had alieadx been effected thiough economies in administrative exrenditure, and 
fiirthei scope for reduction -was under the considciation of the Government ilr 
Mehta justifieo the netv taxation measmes on the scoie of balancing the budget 
and money being needed foi the development schemes 


^J.sl MARCH —The Assembly to-day -was occuj icd chiefly with discussion of the 
Bill 'seeking to leij a tax on sale of tobacco in the province at the rate of ten 
per cent on the value of tobacco sold The Bill provided that the tax be not 
igvied and collected fiom the growei who sold tobacco grov n by him The Hon ilr 
C Jl Bharuhu said that the Government anticipated next veai an yield of Es, 
3 l{ik^ from this tax He assured the House that the effect on the consumer 
of tftbageo vould be impeiceptible and the buiden of tlie pioposed taxation would 
not be' excessive Dunng the debate Mr T J Kedar, from the Congress benches, took 
-tJie 'House by suipiise when speakmg on the Bill be said that it vas ‘ultra vnes’ of the 
^legislature Elucidating his pomt, Mi Kedar stated that he felt that this legisla- 
tion sought to impose a tax on the sale of tobacco and it came within the scope 
of Excise Dutv as defined in Item 45, Schedule 7 of List 1 contained in the 
Goveinment ot India Act 1935, nhioh the Federal Legislature has alone entitled 
to impose. Ml Kedar was of the opinion that the proposed tax in realitj amount- 
ed to a levy on manufacture of tobacco and theiefoie could be constructed as an 
Excise Duty on tobacco, the imposition of which w"s vithin the competence 
of the Fcdeial Legislatuie and not the Pro\ incial Legislature The Hon ilr D K 
Mehta, Finance ilinister lebutting Mr Kedar’s contention that the tax 
vas in the nature of an Excise Duty, explained that the Bills sought to impose 
a tax on the sale of tobacco in the proiince, not on its manufactuie The levy 
of the proposed .duty would opeiate, he added, only when tobacco was sold 
wholesale or letail "Ihe Government had carefully eousideied this aspect when 
exominmg the Bill and he held that the C P Assembly was competent to 
deal with the legislation As for the suggestions made by ilr Kedar and others, 
Mr Mehta said that the Select Committee would considei them Discussion 
had not concluded when the House adjourned for the day 

1st APRIL — ^The three Government Bdls incorpoiitmg fiesh taxation measures 
were referred to select committees to-day Attempts of opposition members to 
secure circulation of the Bills failed All the thice Bills came in for severe cn- 
ticism from members of the Opposition, who argued generally that the new 
- taxation proposed would primanly hit the poor classes, imposing on them a fresh 
burden, which they we^e incapable of bearing They also complamed that the Govern- 
ment had not placed before the House details of the new Government schemes to finance 
which the Goveniment had brought forward the taxation measures It was pointed 
out, on behalf of the Government by the bon Mr Bharuka, that the reasons 
for the fresh taxation were clearly set out in the Budget speech, and the new 
schemes which the Government had undertaken were fully desenbed in the de- 
tailed Budget statement They refuted the contention that the new taxes would 
-affect classes of people ill able to bear the burden The- Tobacco Bill was referred 
to a Select Committee after discussion The two other taxation Bills sought to en- 
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hance the registration fees pa'vable by private motor vehicles excluding lorries 
and to increase the sales tax late on motor spirit and lubricants from 5 to 8 
per cent The Government expect two and a quarter lakhs extra levenue from 
these sources The Opposition membeis did not press their motions for circula- 
tion toadiiision 

Offici vl Bills Passed 

3rd APRIL —Five Bills, as reported by the select committee, weie passed into 
laiv to day Two of these sought to amend the Debt Conciliation Act, two otheis to 
amend the Llonejlcndeis Act and another to amend Section 13 of the Legal 
Practitioners Act The select committee on the Motor Spirits and Lubricants 
Taxation Bill limited the operation of the measuie to a year and made • 

It clear that the enhanced tax would apply to sales dining the peiieJ for which k 
this amending Actuould lemain in force The select committee on the Prisoners’ 
Bill had increased the i enod of parole from one week to ten days, and the select 
committee on the Fa..tones Bill fixed the registration fee at a maxirauin 
of Es IrO 

ViiLtoE Panchwats Amend Bul 

4lh APRIL — Khan f-aheb Abdur Rahman (Moslem League) moicd to-drf? 
his Bill to Amend the Village Panchajat Act The Bill uas designed to eiisiiic 
that one-third of the total membeis of panchayats belonged to the minority commu- 
nities The Khan Saheb’s demand for separate repiesentatwn was supported by 
some non-Congiess Harijan members Pandit I> P Mtshra, iMinis^ei for Local 
Self-Go\einment, rephing to the debate, asked the movei of the Bill to realise 
that joint electoiates were the best safeguaid against any encroachment and 
curtailment of the rights and mteiests of the minority communities He earnestlj’ 
appealed to the sponsor of the Bill to do nothing which was sure to spread 
communalism into larral areas 

Economic Distress in Berar 

5th APRIL — The condition of peasants in the province hard hit by -econo- 
mic distress Mas referred to by several speakers today, when tMo icsoliftions • 
sponsored by Congress members were discussed During the resumed debate, on 
Jlr L N Nathe's resolution recommending the giant of full land lei-entte, 
remission to peasants in the cotton producing areas (Beiai and Nagpur dirisions) 
owing to failuie of the crop this year, speakeis sunpoiting the resolution, emphas- 
Bised the uigent need for lelicf, and appealed to the Goremment to help the kisans 
The Ileicnue Ministei the Iron Mi S V Oolhalc, was ficquently interrupted 
bj members of the Congress Paitj and other groups uhen lepljing to the discus- 
sion He explained the measures taken so far Mi>h aiiCM to enabling the peasants 
to tide orei the distress The icsolution was Mithdiaun )ry the morcr after the 
Minister’s reply The moiei stated that his object Mas meielj to draM the Goiein- 
ment’s attention to the acute and Midespiead distress of the peasantiy 

Ai’rntub or Taccavi Loans 

Discussion had not ooncluded on the resolution demanding that alt aneais 
of taccaii loans outstanding foi more than three jeais should be remitted by the 
Goicinmcnt Mr K R Khandekar (Congress), Mho moied the resolution, Mas 
supported by six members of the Congress Party, all of Mhom urged the Goicrn- 
ment to take rnto consideration the peasants’ inability to repay anci to remit this 
amount, Mhich Mr Khandekar estimated Mas just oier Bs 25 lakhs The House 
then adjourned till the 11th Apnl Mbcn the motion Mas ultiniatch Mith- 
draun, Mr S V OokhaU, Beienuc Minister, stating that the Goicrnment’s 
attitude was one of srrapathy 

Iaifrovement Trust Operations 

Mr M Cr Chitnaiib’s resolution demanding the postponement of the Impio 
rement Trust operations till the Nagpur Improicmcnt Trust Act mis amended 
to make the Goieinment financially liable for the imjuoiement nas defeated 
JIi K G Dobhmukh (Congress) urged through his resolution that, in mcm of tlie 
failuie of crops this year, the Goieinment should not sell the movable oi immoia- 
ble pionerty of agncultuiists foi lecoveiv of land reicnue He adiised Ministers 
not to look through official glasses but view things as elected lepiesentatnes of 
the people The Revenue Minister was replying to the debate when the House 
adjourned 
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Village Panchay ats Amend Bill (contd ) 

11th APRIL —By an overwhelming majority, the Assembly, this evenino- 
lejeeted the motion for reference to a select committee of Khan Saheb Abdur 
Rahaman Khan’s (Muslim League) Bill seeking to amend the 0 P Villao-e 
Panchayats Act to ensure repiesentation of minonty communities on the village 
panchayats through sepaiate electorates Piactically, the whole day was devoted 
to a discussion of the Bill, which was supported by Muslim League members 
and was opposed by Gongress members Nine members fiom tffe Opposition 
benches supported the select committee motion (six Mushms and three non- 
Congress Harijans) while two Hanjans from the Opposition side opposed the 
^ Bill along with the Government 

Official Bills Discussed 

13th APRIL —The Assembly tiansacted official business to-day and disposed of a 
number of Government Bills On the motion of Minister D P Mtshra, the House, 
after an hour s debate, agreed to refer to a select comittee the Bill amending the 
C P Municipalities Act The Bill provided foi the adoption of adult franchisee foi 
elections to local bodies and municipahties The Government proposed to make a 
beginning in selected municipalities During the debate, the Congress members 
supported the measure while Mr M M Huq (Mushm League) thought that the 
introduction of the Bdl was premature at the present juncture 

- The Assembly next without discussion passed into law the bill amending the 
Prohibition Act, 1938 on the motion of the Excise Minister The bill prohibited the 
pubttcation of liquor advertisements in any form whatsoever 

14th APRIL — ^The Assembly to-day enacted into law an official Bill, which was 
in pursuance of the Economy Committee’s recommendations and empowered the 
Government to levy a licence fee on factories to meet charges of supervision by 
Government Inspectois Dining discussion on this Bill, the Opposition Leader, 
Rao Saheb C Y Raiurhat declared, amidst laughter, that he was even to-day a 
pritnarj membei of the Indian National Congiess This was by way of retoit to a 
Congre^ membei who had imited Rao Saheb Rajuikar to join them 

On. "the motion of the ludustiies Minister, Mr C J Bharuka, the House 
^took ^tip furthei consideration of the Bill (as reported by a Select Committee) 
seeking to enhance the tax on the sale of motor spuit and lubricants 
Discussion was continued on the next day, the 15th April, when a walk-out 
by foul Opposition members was led by Mi Rajurkar IMr Rajurkar, before 
walking out, declared that the Government were not open to leason and the 
Opposition arguments, explaining why they opposed the fresh taxation measnies, 
fell on deaf ears Theiefoie, no useful purpose uoald be served by then parti- 
cipating in the discussions 

The Assembly next passed into law the Sales of Motor Spirit and Lubricants 
Taxation Amendment Bill, the Motor Vehicles Fees Amendment Bill, the Indian 
Stamp Amendment Bill and the Tobacco Bill, the four new taxation measuies 
undertaken by the Government this year During discussion on the Bills, members 
of the Mnslim League and Oi^her groups fiom the Opposition benches expressed 
their strong opposition to fresh taxation, nhich they maintained would ultimately 
fall on the poor classes The Tobacco Bill, paiticulaily, came in for strong criticism 
from Opposition members who weie unanimously of the opinion that the tax 
wonld hit hard the smaller tobacco merchants and the consumers of “bidis” All 
the Bills were passed without any amendments 

IiIuNiciPAL Administration Reform Bill 

17th APRIL —A legislation, calculated to improv e the tone of civ ic life and 
ultimately to result in a more efficient and pnrei municipal administration in the 
province, was introduced to-day by the Ministei, the Hon Mr D P Mtshra 
Explaining the urgency of the measuie, the Minister drew the attention of the 
House to the serious state of affaiis now prevalent in several municipalities, owing 
to friction between members of the Municipal Councils and their office-beaiers.^the 
latter being unable to function efficiently Mi P B Gole (Congress), in the course 
of a len^hy speech, criticised the drastic provisions of the bill and said that the 
House should not pass such a legislation in a hnny vnthout proper consideration 
He objected particularly to the provision relating to presidential election by the 
general body of voters instead of by the municipal members Next day, the 18th April, 
the House rejected, without a division, the motion of Mi A R Razak Khai**^^ 
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(Opposition) suggesting the circulation of the Bill foi the puipose of obtaining public 
opinion theieon and passed the fiist leading The second and thud readings -were 
gone thiough lapidly in ten minutes and the Bill uas passed into law with a few 
minoi alterations Uuiing the fiist leading, two Muslim members fiom the Opposi- 
tion, while acknowledging the necessity of such a legislation, pleaded foi the ciicu- 
lation of the Bill with a view to asceitaining the viewpoints of the municipalities on 
the lefoims pioposed Mr P S Patil (Non-Biahmin), from the Opposition benches, 
congiatulated the Ministei Pandit Mishia, on bunging foiwaid a legislation intended 
to check maladministration owing to party feuds in seveial municipal committees in 
the piovince Pandtt Mishra, replying to the debate, ei-plained that a populai 
Government, repiesenting the people, could not toleiate oi ignoie the mismanage 
ment in local bodies any longei It was necessary foi the House to pass the BilH 
expeditiously Dealing with the existing proviso which requires a two-thud majority 
for the removal of the Municipal Piesident from his office the Blinistei declaied that 
this lulc was not democratic and theiefoie the Bill contained a new pioviso whereby 
a no-confidence motion, if earned by a bare majority, woiilcl result in the Piesidenu’s 
removal from ofiice Pandit Mishia hoped that the proposed reforms would lead to 
efficient municipal administration 

The Temple Entry Bill 

20th APRIL — The Assembly, this evening, accepted the Piemiei’s motion 
to circulate the Harijan Temple Worship (Removal of Disabilities) Bill for eliciting 
public opinion Altogethei a dozen members participated in a two and a half-hours’ 
discussion on the Ml Haiijan membeis (Congress as well as non-Congress) 
expressed their dissatisfaction with the Bill which, they thought, was a half-hearted 
measure They felt that, instead of doin^ any good to the Haiijans, the measme, 
if passed by the House in its pieseiit form, would harm them by creating fresh 
obstacles to their movement to secure recognition of then right to tempje entry 
Their complaint vvas that the Bill, being an enabling measure, would faU in its 
objective, as public temples weie mosdy managed by caste-Hindu trustees who'’refused 
to concede the right of entiy and worship in the temples to Haiijans 'Hiey weie, 
therefore, opposed to the Bill and demanded a more piogiessive measme to satisfy 
the Haiijans The Minister Pandit D P Mtshra, fully lecognised the mteiisity of 
the feelings of the Haiijaii Membeis of the House on the subject He assured them 
that, after asceitaining public opinion on the measure, the Government would effeot 
imjnovements to the Bill, He appealed to them not to oppose it Jhe Government 
piefeiied to secure temple-entiy foi Haiijans by persuading caste-Hindus of com- 
pelling them by statute to thiow open the temples, foi, legal compulsion would 
result rn violence and conflict, fiustrating their objective Pandtt ShuKta, speaking 
later, explained that the Bill was intended to remove exteiTial bariiers in the way 
of Hanjaiis enteiing temples At present, legislation, he held, could not and did 
not solve all then difliculties and remove their disabilities immediately The pace of 
reform must necessanly be slow, and public opinion had to be ascei tamed at every 
stage of a social lefoim measme of this kind 

Earlier, the Debt Relief Bill was passed into law on the Revenue Minister, 
Mr S' F Gokhale's motion without any v ital changes The House was then 
adjourned stne die 
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Proceedings of the Sind Assembly 

Winter Session— Karachi— 4th to 18th January 1939 

Land Eetende Code Amend Bill 

The winter session of the Sind Legislative Assembly o;''ened at Kaiachi on the 4tli 
January 1939» the Hon Mr Miran Mahomed Shah piesiding, and adjourned without 
transacting any business as a mark of respect to the memoi'y of the late Kamal 
Ataturk and Maulana Shaukat Ah Next dav, the 5th January, a mock trial of 
strength occurred when the first Go\ ernment Bill u as taken up for consideration, 
the Government' registering a victory bj 24 lotes The division was neeessitatsi 
by the failure of "miDistenalists to say “no” sufRcientlj loudly to defeat the 
Congress umendment seeking to delete a few words from a clause in the Bill The 
Bill ^sought further to amend the Bombay Land Ecvenue Code of 1879 and thereby 
prcmding for a penalty being imoosed for the wilful remoY’al of theodolite stations 
•which form the boundary marks and the basis of survey in various places and 
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which are ficquently removed during road renaiis oi the esca\atiofl of drainage 
woika The Bill occasioned a prolonged but futile discussion and eientually passed 
its third reading 

SitNiTARY Board Abolition or Nomination Bill 

Towaids the close the second Government Bill, aiming at making the 
constitution of both Sanitai'j Committees and Boards in Find wholh electiie in 
pursuance of the Goieinment ] olicy to abolish nominations was mo\ed Ihe 
Government were lobbed of an oproitunitj to dispose of the Bill in lecoid time 
by the infliction of a rehement speech b^ a Congress membei 
Ihe bill had passed its fiist reading when the House adjourned till the ne^t daj, 
the 6th January, when a Congiess party amendment seeking to iniest in the 
Assembly the powei to modify rules framed by District Collectois for the 
constitution of a Distiict fcanitary Board, was thiown out by 29 rotes to 25 
The Opposition joined the Congiess in the dnrsiou Ihe amended Goreinment 
motion to which the Congiess mored an amendment, laid down that rules in the 
matter of the constitution of a feanitaiy Boaid should be fiamed by the Goieinment 
and not by the Collectois, and these rules should be placed befoie the Assembh, 
which would hare the porvei to modify them The Bill was erentiially passed into 
law 

Other Government Bills 

Another Gorernment Bill, pioriding for the payment of certain sums to the 
local authoiities, was next passed Theieaftei another Goreinment Bill fujthei to 
amend the Bombay Local Boaids Act of 1923, which at picscnt empow-eis the 
Goreinment to levy a local cess on ‘ereiy sum payable to the Goreiirment as 
oidmaiy land rerenuc” so that the woid ‘payable” should equitably ^ean tliC 
amount actually jiayable aftei the deduction of fash remission, was tqten up A 
clause in this Bill occasioned an amendment fiom the Congiess and, was the 
subject of a dirision in which the Goreinment scoied another victory by 23 votes 
to fire The thud reading of tbe Bill was, howerei, opposed by Sr. Ghulam 
Hussein torraids the close of the day’s sitting and the matter was, eonseguentlv, 
unfinished when the Assembly adjourned j' 

No CONEIDENCE ON THE PREMIER 

10th to 12th JANUARY —The House was full and the galleiies were j ached wh^ 
Ml (? M Sijed mored a motion today, expressing rvant of confidence in' the 
Piemiei, the hon Khan Bahadur Allah Bux Mr feyed made a lengthy 
speech strongly criticising the actions of tbe Piemiei Be explained the reasons 
that impelled him to more the no confidence motion He said that the Piemiei, 
for whose coming into office he rras gicatly responsible, had failed to implement 
the undertakings and "ssuiances he Lad given to the Party in particular and to 
the electorate and the commi’nitr in geneial Mi Fycd further accused the Picmiei 
of haring inflamed the whole count’ y by his obstinacy and defiant attitude and 
conduct He reminded Mr Allah Bux that when he accepted oflee, he had 
declared that he should be judged by his actions after six months Norv nine 
months had elapsed and the morei could boldly say that the Picmier had fallen 
far below the mark and the peopde’s hopes had been completely frustrated Naiia- 
ting specific allegations against the Premier, Mr feved said that instead of curtail- 
ing expenditure, he was creating new posts without seeking the sanction of the 
Assemblv He cited, in this connection, the appointment of I C & Officer s, a 
Deputy Secretary for the Rerenue Department, a Deputy Secietaiy for the Finance 
Depaitment, and an Officer on Special Duty Mr byed paiticulaily drew the 
attention of the House to the Premier’s treatment of agiicultuiists which he 
chaiacteiised as a poignant one Despite p’ast declarations, the Picmiea. now 
beliered in the inmosition of increased assessment proposals, rvhich ■vreio'serciely 
criticised and condemned all orei bind, on the alieadv or ei taxed _agricultuiists 
This was done in defiance of the United Party and the entire Assembly Supipoiting 
the no confidence motion, Khan Bahadur Khuro presented the ppjosition case in 
a. speech, lasting two hours, which the House heard wath rapt pnttention Khan 
Bahadur Khuio rras of the opinion that the Premier had riolatcd,^!^ canons of 
democracy by tendering adrice to H E the Coreinor, enhancing tbe -assessment, 
without consulting his Party or the House The speaker accused fie Ministry 
of being extravagant wheie economy was needed and miserly where geneioaitr 
rvas required It was not for being goreined by a Government which had no 
respect foi the principles of democracy that they had fought for separation from 
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Bombay The Premier ■w'ls a super-dictator, without the dictators sense of respon- 
sioihty" Yext day, the 12th January the kev-note of the speeches was the 
advice tendered to the AUa Bux ilinistry to look up to the Congress adminis- 
tered provinces which had made a stnMns progress m alleviating the miserable 
lot of the masses Speaker after speaker paid eloquent tnbmes to the Congress 
Governments and bewailed the bac^ard condition of Smd Five members spoke 
to-dav, four from Government benches including Mr Xicnaldas, the P IT D 
2»lmister and one from the Opposmon The Minister held that political 
squabbles were responsible for retardmg the progress of their IMinistry He 
enumerated the achievements of the ^Iinistry durma the mne months of its* o&ce 
why b mcluded abohtion of Honorary Magistrates and nominations m local bodi^, 
release of Hansra], return of Moulvi ObMuUah, restoration of forfeited pensions 
and confiscated properties of Congressmen, encouraging of Swadeshi and removal 
of disabihties of depressed classK Mr Janshed Mehta, another supporter of 
Government, wanted to know if there was beder Government waiting to take 
the place of the Allah Bux Ministry, so that he might supmrt the no-confidence 
moaon Mr JLT H Gazdar (Mushm League), in the course of his speech, bewailed 
the dav when Sind was separated from Bombav Presidency In Provincial 
Autonomy Smd was bemg governed by the oSiaals because of the Jlunstry 
Services 'were uettms' strong as collectors were bemg used as tools 
■te terrorise meiAers ~of the Assembly He appealed to His Excellency the 
Governor to dissolve the House which would be the only panacea for the 
dP O'; better peonle would return elected Xext day the i:tli January, 
the non-ebnfidence moUon was defeated bv thirty-two votes to seven the Congress mem- 
ber= remamms neutral An analvsis of the vo*mg showed that besides the Congress Sir 
Ghnlam also^remamed nevitral In a nmety-mmuies renlv to the debate Khan 
Banadi-r Allah Bnx, the Premier, made a sensmon-^l disclosure of a plot to kill 
him tmlessthe. joined the Musum League. The Premier declared m the course of 
the replv "I would rather die than ]om the 31uslim League. It is good that the 
Mushm ‘League has failed m Smd I wish, it would fail everywhere Begardmg 
the assess^"' proposals, he said it was not constitutional for the Government to 
conwilt Ae pdrtv for exkintive orders on taxation He was sorrv that the Confess 
had' withdrawn* support after bemg a party to mstal him m power Condudmg, 
the Premier assurai the House that it was lar from his mtennon either not to 
revis» the proposals or respect tne wishes of paides, mcludmg the Congress 
VThen Sardar Patel and Maulana Azad wme here, he coutmu^ thev were given 
the imnression that the present Almistry had no Muslim folbwmg and that Ae 
Conoress was diviLus Muslims and runnmg the Government. The mmts Oi. the 
a«e?=ment propxisals'' had not been gone into 3IauLma^Azad viewed *e quKtion 
Lorn an All-India political point of view p to how bmd would f,M m with the 
AU-India pomt of view Maulana Azad thought that he La I no Mushm followmg 
Sardar Patel and Maulana Azad earned tne impression that he worked agamst 
his Party So he was asked to carrj out the wishes of his Pirty and postpone 
the as^ssment The second position was that the Congress would remain 
neutral ' md the [Muslims should fiaht and da.ide the is=ue. He could not 
blame the Coneress Thev did not baruam like him r-om wire-pulhngs behind 
the =cere. The~ chaige thiu^ the Congress was dii idmg the Mushms had now been 
wiped out He was alad of this ~ Khan eahadur Gabole, Deputy Speaker, who 
w£^ one of tho=e who reianed from the Muslim League Party opraed * the debate 
a= an mdependent member and said that it was a matter of shame that the Mnshms 
should be fiahtma amonast themselves He held no brief for the Mmistry but he 
wanted to ''know from the House what was the alternaUve scheme 
brfore the Ministry was thrown out Sir Ghulam Enssatn, who resigned the 
leadership of the opposition two dajs ago urged the House to consider the 
question dispassionatelv and seriously as it was frauehr with far-reachmg 
ton=equence. He had ‘expressed the opmion that after his fall last vear a new heaven 
would not spnie up fiFe phaht of the Prune Minister m Smd was unenviable, 
as he was a' twl m the hands of dictators We wanted to know from the 
mover of the motion a practical alternative scheme for workmg Eeforms He 
a^ked whether there was a smale parry, which could ca’-ry on the Government Tnmmg 
to the ContTes= benches, he said that* they were as much responsible as the speaker 
for the ma^es of Smd If thev did uot want to join the Muslim League, let them 
join the present [Mmistrv and form a coalition ^Imistry If the Congress Partj 
remmred neutral, it was* upto the rest of the House to join toaether and fom 
a ^table^ Ministrv There was still time for them, if they cotiM comhme, but He 
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saw no hope at piesent Had he known of the piesent fate that had overtaken 
Bind, he nould neier have fought foi separation Oning to the race foi ]obs both 
Hindus and Muslims rieie divided If the Congress r\eie Mell-riishcis of masses in Sind, 
they must do some constiuctne woik In the alteinatne, it the Hindu Party 
formed a Coalition with the Muslim League, he would rote foi it He requested 
the House to put their heads together , otlienvise the prorince rvas faied With 
chaos and deadlock His hmies of Muslims had been sliatteied and he did not 
hope for unitj among them If an alteinatne to the Ministiy rras shorrn he rrould 
vote for it Ihey must be piactical men Destnictiort should go hand m hand 
mth constiuction Mi J Fraser, European, cleared the position of his gioup He 
said that as long as Goreinment legislated for the good, of the bountiv, rrithoul 
communal bias, the Eiuopean gioup must support the Goreinment , 

Eules of Business Discussed 

18th JANUARY —The Government sustained a defeat dining the discussion of 
rules of business The Gorcrnmcnt wanted a clause added stating that the speakei 
may not adjourn the House for more than seven days Although Goreinment whips 
collected several supporters when the division was called, the clause rvas lost bv 20 
rotes to 18 The defeat, of course was of no consequence in judging the stiength of 
parties, but all the 10 Congiessmen opposed the motion _ 

Sind Assessment Pkoposals 

23rd S. 25th JANUARY — A two-day s’ debate on the Goreinment’s assessmqnt pro- 
posals opened on the 24tli Outlining the pioceduie he intended to follow foi legulat- 
ing discussion, the Speaker, at the outset, said that he had leteired notice of a numbei 
of motions on the subject, but he pioposed to tieat the Congiess motion as the 
main resolution and the other motions, moved by Mi G M i>yed and Khan Bahadur 
Khuhro, as amendments The lattei were almost of an identical natuie I'^quiiing the 
Goreinment to diop the entire proposals instead of re examining fhe taxation 
scheme The following was the text of the Congiess Party’s lesolution on the 
Goreinment’s assessment proposals —“The Assembly, haring consideied^the Gorein- 
ment resolution regarding the revision of settlement in the Baiiage aiea,n6 of opinion 
that the lates of assessment on cotton and othei commodities are an inkease on the 
lates undei the last settlement, which already constitutes a heavy buiden pn small 
khatedars and encroaches on then means of subsistence The Assembly, theiefoie, 
lecommends to the Goreinment, fiistly, that the new lates of assessment be modified, 
the rates of the last settlement on cotton be chaigcd when the average puce per 
maund of lint dcsi cotton at Kaiachr is Es 18 and Ameiican cotton Es 21 
These later conesponding to the above puces, be considered as the datum line 
With ereiy fall oi use above average prices, lates of assessment in cotton should 
fall or use piopoitionately, subject to a minimum rate of Es 5 and a maximum 
late of Es 10 per acre Secondly, the Government, having ignored the fall in 
puce in fixing the rates of assessment for wheat, the new rates be reduced in 
piopoilion to the fall in price fiom the figure taken as the basis foi the last 
settlement Thirdly, rvith a view to encouraging the grovrung of fiiiits and vege 
tables, the same lates of assessment of gardens and vegetables be chaigcd as undei 
the last settlement And fourthly, the present division of lands into thiee groups 
being unscientific and unjust, a detailed classification of land be undeitaken, 
icgaid being had to the fertility for the soil and, till that is done, the gioupings 
of last settlement may not be changed” Mi Issardas Varandmal (Congiess, re- 
presenting Indian Commeice), moving the main resolution, made it clear that 
the Congiess rvas anxious to meet the Government moie than halfway and so to 
leshaje the proposals as to make them acceptable to the House He pointed out 
that the Premiei, a year ago, when he was sitting in the Opposition benches 
sponsoied aiesolution favoiiiing that the Goveinment should share 23 per cent of 
the zamindar’s net assets, but his piesent proposals sought to tax the zamindai 
to the extent of foity to sixty per cent of then assets Moieorei, the entire 
scheme was unscientific and arbitiary He was of the opinion that the argument 
which rras advanced that the /amindais of the Punjab and GiijeiaT paid^moie oi 
less double the Sind assessment would not hold good as the conditions were 
quite difieient, the yield pei acre in bind being less ^than Imlf of that 

in the Punjab and Giijeiat Mr, Vaiandmal favoured more groiijungs- or land on 
the lines of the Punjab so as to give propoitionate relief to small kliatedars 
Khan Bahadur KhuhYo, moving an amendment urging that the Government .r^rder 
be held in abeyance till they weie examined by a Committee of five members of 
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the Assembh, said tliat tbe important point for consideration was what percen- 
tage of the zamindar's net assets should be the share of the Government He 
urged that the orders should be withdrawn and that modified rates 

should be brought forward based on the principle that the Government’s 
shaie shall be a fixed percentage on the net profit of the zamindars 
Next day, the 24th January, was a field day foi Zammdari (peasant) members 
who monopolised the discussion on the assessment proposals fepeakers, opposing’ 
the proposals contended that these were unjust and would fall heavilj on a'^n- 
culturists, who weie aheady oveiburdened with taxation and debt They held 
that the percentage of assessment fixed by the Government was aibitraiy and 
' wanted that the ai erage yield of cotton pei acre m the Banage aiea should be 
assessed at eight maunds hnd the assessment fixed at twentv-fiie pei cent of 
the net assets of Zamindars They further urged that the Government scheme 
should be submitted to an expert committee for examination The Eevenue Minis- 
ter, upholding the Goiemment’s proposals, obsened that the scheme was framed 
so as to benefit the Province as a whole and assiiied the House that, as far as 
regrouping was concerned, a satisfactoiy aiiangement would be made at the next 
settlement, for which the Government ’would appoint a Bpecial Officei who would 
undertake classification of lands ^ Islx^ Jamshed Mehta, supporting the Government’s 
scheme of a sliding scale in which they had taken the yield, puce, outturn and 
other factois into consideration Moreover, the water rate there was unifoim and 
the assessment was based on profit In Sind, both being combined, it would be 
pieposteiGihB to base the assessment on net profits The Gorernment proposals, 
p put into effect, would jield an additional revenue of eight lakhs only and the 
argument ^at they would affect agriculturists to a great extent would not hold 
good . The 'jCongiess spokesman said that the Government proposals affected small 
khatedars aif^ over Sind numbering two lakhs and if the Government wanted 
to inciecse le'pfnue he suggested other means, for example, an agncultural mcome-tax 
Next dar, tlie 2oth January, a Congress resolution, which had .the backing of the 
Muslim League on the Government’s assessment pioposals was defeated by 30 votes 
to 20 At the- conclusion of the debate, the Premier announced slight modifica- 
tions m the $ngrnal proposals regarding the cotton sliding «cale, conceding the 
principle of giving reductions when puces go below the minimum fixed The 
Piemier also assured the house that Government would examine any glaring cases 
0 ^ injustice regarding regrouping 

' - Non-officiai. Eesolutions 

26th JANUARY -Non-official resolutions was dicnssed in the House to-day 
The Opposition sustained two defeats on two resolutions, one urging a rebate in 
land assessment in the non-Bariage talukas of ti e Hyderabad district, where the 
outturn of paddy crop had been reduced due to the advent of the Sukkui 
Banage and the price of paddy had fallen, and the other recommending to the 
Go'.einment to give substantial relief from the Famine Belief Fund agiicul- 
V trinsts who had suffered from the recent frost The Premier, the hon Khan 
Bahaaur Allah Bux, replying, said that the Government had under consideration 
the question of pronding a graded scale for rebates so as to enable agiicultunsts 
to get benefits in proportion^ to the fall in puces and on an eqiutable basis 
Before coming to a decision the Government would consult party leaders The 
motion was pressed to a division and lost hj 21 votes to 16 

Speaking on the second resolution, both the Premier and the Eevenue 
Minister extended their sympathy to the peoj le affected by famine but pointed 
out the difficulty m affording relief fiom the Famine Belief Fund Howerer, the 
Ministeis assuied the House that they would see if they could so adjust the 
road-construction and engineering woiks as to piovide woik foi the needy The 
Goveniment also expressed theu reedmess to discuss othei means for aHeviatmg the 
hardship, of the people The lesoluiion was piessed to a dnision and lost 
by 29 rblcs 

Belief to Peasants 

27th JANUARY —The Premier, the hon Khan Bahadur Allah Bux, this 
afternoon, replying to the debatcrun the Congress motion lecommending to the 
Government ,t6 take early legislate e measures to regulate relations betrveen 
zamindhfs and halis (agriculturists) so as to prevent the imjosition of all un- 
just exactions obseived '—“The Sind Government bar e repeatedly declared that they 
will follow the Congress j olicv- and programme, Despite the Assembly Congress 
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Group’s ■n'ltlidrawal of support to the Ministry and individual differences heie 
and there, and also the possibilitj of Cibinet expansion, 1 leiterate that 
the Cabinet ivill continue to follow the Congress policy and programme” 
Continuing, the Piemier observed —‘In the event of disagieement, I 
shall have no objection to refemng the matter to the aibitiation of the 
Congress High Command” The Government having, thus, openlj declar- 
ed then policy, which stood unchanged the Premiei had no desiie to put the 
the Congress Party in the wrong The Congress motion was withdrawn 

Anti-Dowky Bill 

28th JANUARY — Dr Hemandas Wadhioam introduced a Bill to abolish the 
system of dowiy prevailing in the piovince Explaining the objects of his Bill 
Dr Wadhwani stated that the custom had outlived its utility and had be- 
come an instrument of oppression The custom onginated as a result of Hindu 
law wdiich did not allow daughteis to inheiit parental piopeity A dowiv was 
given by paicnts at the time of then daughters’ maiiiage as gift, but gradually 
the hoys’ parents had regarded it as their right The House accepted the piin 
ciple that the dowry system prevalent amongst Hindus in Sind should be total- 
ly stopped, but owing to want of time, the Bill was held ovei till the next 
session The House then adjourned till the 13th February 


Budget Session — Karachi — 13th February to 30th March J.939 

C 

COBRPPTION IN P W D ' 

The Budget Session of the Assembly commenced on the ISthr February 
Two new Ministers, Mi Bundeh Ah Khan Talpur and Mi Dialmal' Daulatram 
took then seats on the trcasui 7 benches, while Sir Ohulam Hus'satn idtdayatullah 
was seen occupying the Government benches The Government came in for stiong 
ciiticism at the hands of the Opposition, when a private membei’s lescdution recom- 
mending to the Government to bring into effect then recommendahons of the 
anti-Conuption Committee, with particular reference to the Public Works Depait- 
ment, was passed by 18 votes to 14 The Government opposed the resolution A 
vehement attack on the Government’s alleged lethargic attitude in the mattei of 
eradication of the evil was made by Mi i? K bidhwa, on behalf of the Con- 
giess duiing the discussion Jlr Sidhwa quoted a number of instances of coiiup. 
tion in the P W D, pointing out that the Goveinment had not acted evoh after 
this evil had been brought to their notice It was furthei alleged that the Govern- 
ment weie not sincere in their profession, and the pemicious evil was still preva- 
lent though the Ministiyhad been in office for neaily a yeai PiCplying to the 
debate, 3Ii Nichaldas Vazirant, Ministei for Public works, lefuted the charge 
of inaction He pointed out how the Government had implemented the recom- 
mendations of the Committee wherever possible He said that the Government 
had issued ciiculars stating that drastic measures would be taken against officers 
giiiltv of corruption and that honest officeis would be rewarded 

Anti-Dowby Bill (contd ) 

14tli FEBRUARY — ^The Assembly took up consideration of Di Heniandas’s 
Anti-Dowiy Bill this afternoon Speakeis on the Bill were unanimous in then conde- 
mnation of the practice, which was lesponsible for ruining many families and 
foi a number of maniageable girls remaining unmarried Miss Jetln Stphia- 
malam, esnousing the woman’s cause in a spiiited speech, considered that the 
right of inheritance for women would remedy this evil The Bill was eventiiallv 
refeiTcd to a Select Committee for repoit 

Financial Statejient for 1939—40 

18th FEBRUARY —The Budget for the year 1939—40 was piesented to-day 
by the Premier, Khan Bahadur Allah Bux The following aie some of the items 
for which provision was made — Extension of compulsoiy primary education , 
giants to local bodies for education of gills , facilities for education of Hanjan 
children , appointment of lady doctors at Dadu, Nawabshah and Mirpuikhas , 
provision for anti-rabi treatment at all civil hospitals in the Province , opening 
of additional agricultural institutes at Mala and Sakiand, (hi ee more veteiinary 
dispensaries , provision for a family budget inquiry among the working classes of 
Karachi , and grants to institutions doing considerable social and medical seryite 
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The estimates for the revenue section of the Budget are Eeienue receipts, Rs 
3, 83, 23, (X)0 , expenditure debitahle to revenue, Rs 3,76,35,000 , revenue surplus Rs 
6 88,000 Ihe Government propose to make use of this surplus for meeting an 
expenditure of Rs 5,07,000 on camtnl account The share of Sind in the Income- 
tax is placed at Rs 3 lakhs in the Budget estimates for 1939—40 In the couise 
of an intioductoiy note, the Finance Secretai 7 to the Government sajs that the 
revenue receipts tor 1939 —40 are expected to cover not only the revenue expenditure 
for the year, but also meet five lakhs of capital expenditure Though this may give 
an unduly favourable impression as to the state of Smd’s finances, a refeience to 
the debt position of the Piovmce shows that they are extremely imsound The 
Barrage revenues show no sign of being able to cope with the redemption of the 
Baiia^e debt and the position m 1942—43 is likely to be a desperate one 
Considerable expenditure is required to complete the” Barrage and non-Bamge 
irrigation woiks and the Province is taking on liabihties in the way of provision for 
education, medical relief, etc, at a rate much faster than that at which the 
revenues are improving The statement on the debt positron of Smd shows that 
at the end of 1938—39 the Baiiage debt will stand at Rs 24 SI, 00, GCO and other 
debts at Rs 4,14,00000 Debt charges provided in the Budget for 1939—40 amount 
to Rs 140V lakhs, of which interest charges alone will he Rs 1,15,65,000 for 
Barrage debt and Rs 16,54,000 for other debts, while Rs 4,66,000 will be made 
for liquidation of former debt After the piesentation of the Budget, voting 
on Budget demands for giants commenced on the 18th February and contmued 
till the 25th March and did not evoke any lively interest 

Om Mandali Abrests 

'24th MARCH - The atmosphere of the Assembly was charged with excitement 
when an adjournment was moved by Hao Sahtb Gokuldas in connection with 
to-day’s arrests feuppoiteis of the motion vehemently opposed the promulgation 
of an order under sec 144 against the Satyagiahis, who, they said, were observing 
absolute non-v lolence Thej insisted that the ‘ Om Mandali” should be banned 
Shetkn Abdul Sfajtd (Muslim League) appealed to the Ministry to protect the 
religious interests of minorities and suggested the bringing in of necessary 
legislation to ban the institution, if there was no legal provision at present Str 
Ghulam Hussatn HtdayaiuUah, Minister for Law and Oidei, opposing the motion, 
said that those who demanded equity should come with clean bands The 
Government had to protect the civil liberties of all The Hindu Independents had 
been showing the pistols at the two Hindu Mmisters Be stated that the 
Government had tried to satisfy then demands and seveial giils, major and minoi, 
had been restored to then parents The Government had done everything in then 
power They would, however, try to find out if there was any law whereby they 
could close the hlandali Supporting the Goveinment action in promulgatmg 
orders under Section 144, he said that the processionists indulged in noting He 
informed the House that there was now no male member either m the “Om 
Mandali” or the ‘Om Nivas” He added, that cases were pending in the comr, 
and if truth was on their side, thej would get justice The Premier, Khan 
Bahadur Allah Bux was giving an account of the genesis of the trouble when the 
allotted time expired and the adjournment motion was thus talked out 

No-coxfidexce on Premier 

30th MARCH —The Assembly met in a tense atmosphere to-day when Dr 
Wadhwam moved his no-confidence motion against the Allah Baksh Mmistrv 
Dr iVadliwani observed that it was an rmpleasant duty to do it, particularly 
when two of his former colleagues were in the present Cabinet He added that 
the Opposition had gradually gained strength and were now 28 m a House of 
60 which was an indication that the Ministry was losing confidence He accused 
Ehan Bahadur Allah Baksh of not implementing the assessment concessions and 
not keeping his promises and concluded, saymg, that with six formed Ministnes and 28 
members in the Opposition, it befitted the Ministry to resign, before the issue 
was decided by the House Mr Jamshed Mehta appealed for a stable Mimstrv 
which was the crving need of the Province He declared that the Ministry had 
no time to cany out its programme. Justifving the expansion of the Cabinet, Mr 
Mehta sard that Khan Bahadur Allah Baksh did that with a view to bnng about 
stability for the purpose of working out reforms in the province. He opposed the 
motion hir G M Syed said that twelve months had elapsed and nothmg con- 
crete had been clone bv the hlniistiw, who had gradually lost confidence and 
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Proceedings of the Orissa Assembly 

Budget Session — Cuttack — 6th February to 4th April 1939 

The Ellisious Endowments Bill 

The Budget session of the Orissa Legislati\e Assembly commenced at Cuttack 
on the 6tli February 1939 under the presidency of the Hon Mr MuLunda Prasad Das, 
the Speaker, when glou mg tributes were paid to the memon of the late Mr Gtrtja 
Bhnsan Diitl member of the House representing Angid, and Maulaiia Shaukat Ah 
The Premier then moied for consideration of the Select Committee report on the. Qrissa 
Religious Endowments Bdl Mr Brajasundar Das moved an amendment for its 
recommittal to a Select Committee for examination of witnesses '.He said that the Bill 
followed the Madras Act, which was not satisfactory The Premier, Mr B'snanath Das, 
replying, explained the mam features of the Bdl and said that pubhc opinion was 
to-day m faiour of proceeding stiU further m the matter of controlhng endowments, 
but the power of* the Legislature was limited^ The recordmg of evidence by a 
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Select Committee ivas ^n e-^ceptional procedure and not the lule He felt no 
necessity fox recommittal The amendment was lejectcd and the Assembly took 
up the Bill for consideiation chuse by clause The clauses dealt inter aha nith 
the definition of religious endowments and appointment of a Commissioner to 
administer the Endowments Department The Commissioner will be an oliicer in 
the executive or judicial service, piofessing the Hindu religion, and shall be ^teemed 
as holding an office under the Grown in India Discussion on" claJIses "^of the Bill 
continued up to the 9th February when the third leading of thg Bill was passed and the 
Bill became law The Bill aimed at the proper administration under' Gbtoin’mcnt control 
of endowments of mutts and temples, with a separate department with a Commis- 
sioner as Its head It also made it necessary to make piopcr sanitai 7 aiiangc- 
ments for pilgrims and for the care of public healths The surplus was to be 
diverted to other charitable lines 

The SIoKFiiENDERS Birn * '■ 

loth FEBRUARY —The Money-lendcis Bill, as it '5a^' cmeiged fiom the 
Select Committee, was introduced today by the hon lMi Btsnanath Das, Piemici 
Ml Q Thatraj Bahadur moved an amendment urging recommittal of the Bill 
to a Select Committee He said that since it was an ihipoitant legislation 'iffecting 
univeisally the people of the Piovince, he felt that moi-c caution shotild be olisciveu 
He, however, congratulated the Government on having brought foiwaid a mgtikirb 
of this natriie with a view to protecting both monej-lendeis and Iroirovybis 'Ihe 
House rejected the amendment without a division, after Mi Bisivanatfi Das had 
explained the uigcncy of the measure He pointed out that it had be^ bcfoie the 
jiuolic for about a year and a half now andobseived — ‘The value of laqd lr 5 .^gouo 
down House pi oj'eity has detcrioiatcd, tlie boiiowing capai ity of the pcdplc hqjg. hedn 
reduced and tne ciicumstances demand necessary legislation as the ifKisting laws 
aie insufficient to give neccssaiY piotcction This measure is even small and impeifcot 
in comparison with the vastness of the jiroblcm, but is expected to give protection 
to the section of the people who need more piotcction ’ ;; 

iNcx DsioN or Ori\a Tracts 

11th FEBRUAY —A non-official resolution requesting the ’GoTemment to 
communicate the wishes of the House to the feccietaiy of State foi Indir to takq 
immecliate steps for the inclusion in Oiissa of all the excluded aicas Iving in the- 
provinces of Bengal, Bihar, the Central Piovinces and Beiai and iladias, was 
adopted to day The lesolution was moved by Mi G C Thatraj Bataj-dur and 
was subsequently amended It had the suppoit of all sections of the Hbuge In 
the course of discussion emphasis was laid on the inclusion of bingbhum distiict 
Jlr Biswanath Das, the Piemiei, speaking on the lesolution said that under 
Section 290 of the Goveinmcnt of India Act, the SecictaiY of State foi India was 
to be moved in the mattei thiough the Government of India Mi Das added that 
public opinion had to be mobilised in this mattci The people of the Oiija aicas 
m the adjoining piovinces should oiganisc themselves so as to make the ncccssai-y 
repiesentations to the Congiess High Command and to the Governments of the 
various provinces The Oiissa Goveinmcnt weie piejaied to represent the mattei 
to the Government of India 

Minimuji Wages Taxation Bill 

Mr Pyart Sanhar Roy next moved for consideration of the Fixation of the Mini- 
mum Wages Bill The hon Mi Nityananda Kanungo, speaking on behalf of the 
Government, said that while they vveic not opposed to such a mcasuie it would be 
good if a lappiochemcnt between labour and capital was possible SIi Roy 
withdrew his motion in view of the Government’s desire for a rapprochement 

High Court for Oriss v 

Srimati Sarala Dem’a resolution for the setting up of a committe to 
investigate the question of having a separate High Court was withdrawn aftei hir 
Bodjiram Dubey, Minister, had stated that the matter would be consideied bj the 
Government. Mi Dubey added that the Government were not opposed to having 
a separate High Court but exjilaiucd the difficulties They pieferied a full-fiedged 
Court to any other proposal like a judicial commissioner’s court 
Stipend to Vidya Mandir Students 

13th FEBRUARY —The Assembly considered the demands for sujiplementary 
grants under different heads to-day Eepljing to the cut motion on the demand 
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fox Es 1319 towards the expenses of seven students, uho had been deputed to 
Wardha to lecene -tiaining in the Vidya Mandix Tiaining School at Wardha, the 
Hon Mr Bodhram Duhey, Minister for Education, stated that the piesent system of 
education was out of dflte and had been able only to pioduce cleiks The Basic 
Educatiofi system, he said, would be able to impait such education as to enable 
students to earn their livelihood As the financial condition of Oiissa vas unsound 
the Government proposed to start, as a first step, 25 schools all over the Pioiince 
and a tiaming school for the purpose would be started in j\Iay next on the return 
of the students fioni Wardha The cut motion was withdiawm All the supple- 
mentary dempn^s imder the head ‘Education’ were passed 

, Thd MoNEILENOmS BiLL (CONTD ) 

14th to 25th ^BRtJAEY *— The Assembly took up for discussion to-day the Oiissa 
Sloney-Lendeis Bill clause “by clause Opposmg an amendment, which sought to 
mclude oo-opeialive societies withru the puiriew of the Bill, the hon Mr Btswanath 
Da’>, the Preimei, statOiI that the Government intended to bnng a sepaiate measure 
to guide cooperate e societies and limit the mteiest chargeable by them to 9 per cent 
He further stated that the Goreinment had proposals to make the co-opeiati\e societies 
work more efficiently The amendment was put to r ote and declared lost Next day, the 
45th Fehrnary, clauses three to ei^ht were passed, which dealt, inter aha, with tJie 
pegistiation of money-lenders and the duration of registration certificates Next day, the 
16th February, the House passed the second reading of the Bill, excepting for a few 
minor an>endmentB from tire Opposition and the Government Ihe main object of the 
Bill whs to regulate money-lending transactions and grant relief to debtors The Bill 
made it -compulsory for money-lenders to register themselves and fixed the maximum 
rate of interest at nine and twelve per cent per annum on secuied and riiiseciiied loans 
respectively Mr Btswanath Das, Premier, said that the Bill contained clauses affec- 
ting certarn Central Acts, which would necessarily invohe its reference to tlie Gorenioi- 
Geneial The House then adjourned till the 25th February, when it passed the thud 
reading of the Bill by 30 votes to 1 and this solitary champion of the cause of the 
money-lenders was Mr Ftswanadham Baju, who had fought and fought biarely for 
preseiwing the Vested rights of the money-lenders during the consideration of the Bill, 
-clause by clause 

Opium Amendment Bile 

Withip ’ten mmutes the Assembly passed the first, second and thud ladings 
of the Opium (Onssa Amendment) Bill, 1939 which aimed at amending the Opium 
Act, 1S78 in its application to the piovmce of Onssa fihe Hon Mr Bodhram Dube 
thanked the members for passing the Bill without any discussion eicn as it indicated 
that they had giien their full support to the excise policy followed by the 
Goieinment 

Financial Statement foe 1939—40 

25th FEBRUARY —No fresh taxation proposals were announced in the speech 
of the hon Mr Btswanath Das, Premier, when he introduced the Budget esti- 
mates of the proiince for the year 1939-40 to-day Mr Das admitted that his Budget 
was a deficit one in the sense that it reduced “the free balance of Es 7 ?8 lakhs, 
which is less than the mmimum treasury and bank balance of Es 9 lakhs In 
spite of our retrenchment and economy, tiiere is bound to be growth of expenditure 
ill all nation-building departments” A reference to the actuals of expenditure 
for 1936-37 showed that the expenditure dunng the year was Es 1,56 lakhs, 
while the revised estimate for 1938-39 is Es 1,92 lakhs and the budget estimate for 
1939-40 is Es 202 lakhs 

Eeferiing to Prohibition, Mr Biswanath Das, said — ^“Eev C F Andrews has 
very prormnently brought to our notice the opium evil in Onssa We have, however, 
taken a more ambitious and comprehensive scheme which includes all intoxicants 
The annual income under Excise was Es 32 78 lakhs in 1936-37 Our Excise programme 
is expected to reduce this revenue by Es 9J lakhs, which is 30 per cent ot ^e 
entire Excise revenue We decided to start prohibition in Balasoie District The _ 
first step m this direction was taken by resorting to restneted and regulated sale of 
opium under strict State control, in the district from October 1938, where all shops 
were closed and fourteen shops only were opened on the borders of the district. 
Certain other Excise reforms, combmed with restricted sale of opium dunng the 
cunent year, are expected to result m a reduction of Es 2 lakhs in levenue dunn^ 
the cmrent ytai, 1938-39” The full effect of Excise reforms in all directions durmg 
the year 1939-40, said the Premier, reduced the reienue by a further Es 7i lakhs or 
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or by Es QJ lakbs compared irith their usual lucoroe under the head “Added to 
this loss of revenue, ue na\e provided m 1939-40 to spendi^a Balasore on propaganda 
Es 11,248, besides increased preventive staff -which costs us Rs 44,342 and Es 
22,840 for treatment of addicts Piohibition, theiefore, in the first year of its start, 
by loss of revenue and increase of espendituie is expected to cost us over 33 per 
cent of our Excise revenue 

‘ Pieparations are afoot to undertake a country-wide literacy campaign in a 
regulated manner in the course of thice 3 eaiB A sum ofEs 1,000 has been put in 
the budget to enable Honouiable Membeis to discuss this question It is expected 
that the activities may cost about a lakh of rupees in the coutse of tins ycni 
Oui attempts to make men liteiate are useless if what-httlfi is learnt is soon for- 
gotten It IS, therefore, proposed to carry on a hbi ary jnov cment also uith^ cen- 
tral libiary at the headquaiteis, as is being done in Baioda. Ihe Budget provides 
a sum of Rs 25,000 foi this hbiaiy movement, ns also for a eontnbution to libnncs 
in Bluniupal areas Early in 1938, an official and a non-oSitial ucie deputed to 
Baioda to study the libiaij movement in the State” Tho Budget also jiiovidcs half 
a lakh of lupecs foi constiuetion of a museum A step is pioposed to be taken m 
the direction of eompulsoiy piimaiy education in Municipalilics, Union Boards 
and also Notified Aieas and the Budget provides Es 2q,000 for these pmposts _ ^ 

Genekal Discosston or BnoGET 

27th & 28th FEBRUAY —The gcneial discussion of the Budget ‘''vVas taken 
up on the 27th Khan Bahadur Ahvied BaHh while * ’ f > -Tnnentfor 

not imposing fresh taxation, said tliat adoption o a medinci 

of instiuction would cicate a gieat disaavantag > as they 

would have to leain three languiges viz English, Uidu and Oiij'a fco far as 
Muslims weie conceined the Budget was disappointing Mr V K V Baju 
said that theie was no pioposal for lemission of land ta-v in the Budget South 
Orissa had also been badly hid down as legaids allocation of monej foi new 
schemes Eev E M Evans, while ' ment foi its policj on 

Prohibition, thought that it had nc i iheie hhd been, he thou- 
ght, too much of window diessui no reference lud been 

made regaiding the building of the new < ipii ii iiit Asstnimj bad pionounced its views 
and a icsolulion had alicadj been passed The public weie anxious to know and were 
asking questions and the IMinisti-j should state what actions bad up till now been t ikcn 
with legal d to this matter Mr Abdus Sohhan Khan, while criticising the Budget, 
characteiised Hitler as the gicatestm'-n of the woild and roused cues of 'question” 
Continuing Mr Khan said that Hitlei had asked the people not to believe m 
mcichants and missionaiies and he wanted to add to this galaxy also the Ministcis 
Swamt Bichitravanda JDas, while tongratulaling the Ministiy on launching a bold 
piogrammeof constiuctivc woikandihe Piohibition scheme, uiged the neccssitj of 
floating a loan foi fuither development They must industnalise the couutrj' and raise 
the standard of living of the people Sj Mohon Das said that the picscnt 
budget had tleaily proved that in spite of the clesire to help the people it was not 
possible to flame a popular budget within the limitations of the Govcinment 
of India Act He held the Piincipal and the Piofcssois responsible foi rcpoited 
indiscipline among the students of the Eavenshaw College and pressed for an 
enquiiy S] Pyartsankar jBoy, vvhile congiatulating the Government urged for 
changes in factoiy laws so that labourers might live as men The JJouse then 
adjourned till the next daj, the 28Ui February, when the Jiaja Bahadur of 
of Khalhkotc, speaking fiist, congiatulatcd the Government on their attempt at 
Prohibition He thought that the States’ pioblems should have by this time 
been solved with pi opei co-operation oftheOiissa Government Eeferring to the 
appointment of Committees and expeits, the speaker regiettcd that their work 

bad not piodi ’ - ' suits Continuing, the Eaja Bahadur expressed 

satisfaction at ' to harness water falls of Koraput Dislnct 

101 ' pioducing ^ T Whatever might have been, the Speaker 

continued, the neglect of Bihar and Onssa to Noith Orissa, South Onssa was 
not very much neglected by the Madras Government The people of South Onssa 
were rather worn off under the Onssa Government The Eaja Bahadur further 
stated that cooperatne banks in North Onssa had miserably failed No provision 
seemed to hav e been made for refund of deposits of individual depositors, although 
■'Borne provision had been made foi paying up dues to the Bihar Provincial 
Co operative Bank In conclusion, he deprecated propaganda for non-payment 
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of lent and held Goveuiment responsible for not checking these activities 
Sm Sat ala Dctft (Co'ngiessO, Tihile congiatulating the Go\ eminent, asked for 
moie money foi educatiolT of -women in theEavenshaw Giils’ School and wanted 
a high school fot giils in each distiict Mr, G C Thatraj felt disappointed at 
the Budget promises of preanous years had not been fulfilled In view of the 
financial position he could ^ not justify launching of Piohibition scheme on such 
a laige scalfe Mr_ - -Bisioanat/i Das, Piemici, lepljmg to the debate, said that no 
budget, under the" existing conditions of the Government of India Act, could be 
populai, men though it was fiamed by a populai Ministry, because of the restric- 
tions placed on them undci the Act Besides, the finances of the pioiince were 
pool and consc-quently Oiissa’s Budget was a poor man’s budget He explained 
that actually the deficit was not as much as Ks 18 lakhs but only Es 1,2J000 
because of the Titilisatitfn of the last j ear’s balances this yeai Refen ing to the 
chaige joi indiffeicnce towards the Partially Excluded Areas, Mr Das gave figui- 
les of'mcome and expenditure in Ganjam and Koiapiit districts, which showed 
a deficit of'Es lakhs He claimed that the klinisti-y had tiied to impioie 
the conditions “in eieij way, men at the cost of ouisehes” He hoped that 
then efibits’ to ilfihse tire Bogaia watci -falls would materialise which would 
lead to the mtioduction of useful schemes 

, - Voting on Bdoget Demands 

18tli "to 29th lilARCH — Voting on Budget demands for giants commenced on the 
IHfli, l&arch Mi Nttyanattda Kanuvgo, Revenue Ministei, moved a demand for 
Es* -4, -15,058 iindei land revenue Khan Bahadur Ahmad Biix, moied a cut 
motion to draw attention tg the “inoidmate delay in the partition of the estates” 
The motion was withdrawn after the Minister had replied The Khan Bahadur 
movdd another cut' motion to discuss the failure of the khas mahal authoiities 
to -pitnide lands for cattle grazing for then estates m Cuttack, and lefciied to 
the hdidshijia Of theklias rnglial tenants Mr Brajasundar Das, supporting the 
cuJf'^otroji, sa\d that the hardships that had been icmoied from the tenants under 
zaimndais, still, existed in ,kh'’S malial areas The Revenue Mimster lepljing, 
said that flee giazing giouud could not reasonably be proiided in towns The 
cut motion wn9 defeated and the Assembly adjourned till Monday, tlie 20tli 
.March, when the House lesiimed diScUSsion on Raja Bahadur of Khalhhoie’s 
cut motion on the demand for Rs 4,35,058 to defray chaiges under land revenue 
Ml Patncitk, supporting the motion moved on Satuidaj, criticised the Goiern- 
ment decision to take up survey operations in the zainindaii aieas of the Ganjam 
dibtl'icT He said that this was not a piopei time to undeitake operations, as neither 
the zamindars noi the tenants were m a position to pay fihe speaker did not deny 
the Goieinment’s powers to order a survey, but such j^owers ought to be exer- 
cised in special circumstances Ciiticizmg the general land imenue policy, kir 
Patanaik stated that the Ministry was entirely following the buieauciats and arc 
“woise than buieauciats” Khan Bahadur Ahmed Bux, supporting the motion, 
leferied mainly to zamindars in the temporary-settled estates in north Onssa 
He said that bj passing the Tenancy Amendment Act the zemindars had lost a 
substantial part of their income and their status had been so adversely affected 
that it became impossible for them to keep then rev enue obligations “The zemin- 
dars are dead,” said the speaker, “and they will be brined any day the sale law 
is enforced ” Last September, tlie Khan Bahadur continued, nearly 70 estates 
were sold for areas of revenue in Cuttack alone, and this jeai conditions have 
become worse still, about 1,500 towzies being in aiieais Next day, the 21st March, 
the House passed the Land Revenue demand and discussed the Excise Policy 
of the Government when Mi Bodhram Dube, Ministei, moved a demand for Es 
G,02,783 under ‘ Excise ” Mr Brajasundar Das, deputy leader of the Opposition, 
moved a cut in the demand bj a rupee to discuss the fall in excise revenue 
and the sale of date palm juice m stuuents’ hostels Mr. M G Fatnatk, sup- 
poitmg the cut motion, characterized the excise jiolicy of the Government aS 
‘ thoughtless ’’ Sir Bodhram Dube, repljing to the debate, said that Balasoih was a 
notorious district for opium consumption The opium prohibition scheme of the 
Government was a bold step Contuming, Mr Dube accused the Bengal Govern- 
ment of trying to reduce the price of opium in the neighbouring district by 
as much as 50 per cent The cut motion was defeated Next day, the 22pd 
March, the House adjourned after fiv e nunutes’ sitting, the only business before 
the House being the piesentation of the supplerngutai-y demands, -and the de- 
mand for Es 39,740 under "Stamps” A cut motion by Mr Brajasundar Das 
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NoK-OFnciAL Bills Discussed 

3rd & 4tll' AlTfiL — Non-o'ficnl Bills were taken up to-day Mrs Sarala Devi did 
not mo\e her Orissa Dowry Abolition Bill 

Mr Braja Sundar^Das, Deputy Leader of the Opposition next moved for 
reference of the Management of Estates Bill to a select committee He refeired 
to the economic conditions of zemindars The Bill was intended for taking up 
the management, of estates by the Court of Wards in cases of voluntaiy offers 
flora zemindars This proceduie, Mr Das said, was also likely to ease the 
situation created following the recent tenancy legislation Mr Pyart Sankar Roy 
moved that the Bill be circulated Islti Nttyananda Kanungo, supporting Mr Boy’s 
motion for circulation^ referred to the allegation of the Opposition that the Govern- 
ment weie attempting to muzzle the Opposition by their measures The Mmis'^er 
said that the/ avere very' anxious to have the Opposition’s considered opinion 
even if they avere contrary to the Governments proposals Eeferiing to the Bill, 
he said that it touched the -very Land rea'enue system prevalent in the deltaic 
part of North Orissa The Goaernment had already appointed a special staff 
to make inquiries but sufficient material had not yet been collected 
In accepting Mr Boy’s amendment after being satisfied avith the Mmistei’s 
statement. Sir Das wanted the Government to circulate the Bill in aerna- 
cular to have better publicity Next day, the 4th April, Mr G C Thatraj 
' 'JSahadur moved a, resolution urging the Government to take immediate 
■■■steps for an inquiry into the social and economic condition of Oriyas living in 
outlying Oiija tracts The Maharaja of Parlakimedt, Opposition Leader, 
siij^orting the lesolution, stressed the necessity for an inquiiy into the grievances 
of Oiiyas outside, befoie any attempt was made for the inclusion of the areas in 
aaliich they liaed in Oiissa Sli Btswanath Dis, Premier, opposing the resolution, 
stressed the -advisability of friendly mteiaention instead of foBoaving the course 
contemplated in the icsoliition Besides, a Provincial Goaeinment could not conduct 
such an inquiiy In respect of concrete instances, the Piovincial Government 
aaoulcL coriespond with the Governments concerned He concluded that a 
constitutional agitation should emanate fiom places where there weie inconveniences, 
and Oriyas should make themselves felt If, by all these processes, they could not 
get their gtiea^ances redressed, they could approach the Congiess High Command 
The resolution was rejected without a diansion 

A resolution by Iili Thatraj Bahadur seeking to bring down the Motoi 
Vehicles Tax pievaihng in South Oiissa to the Nort Oiissa lates, aaas avithdiaaan 
after the Pieraiei gave a hint that the tax prevaili^ in Noiih Oiissa aaould be 
raised to the late piea ailing in South Orissa The House was then prorogued 
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Proceedings of the Frontier Assembly ' 

Budget Session— Peshawar — 17th March to 6th April 1939 

Financiae Statement ror 1939—40 

The Budget session of the Noith Wcot Fionticr Legishfno Assembly com- 
menced at Peshaiiai on the 17th March 1939 A pioposal to intiodiicc a Motoi Spirits 
and Lubiioants Eetail Sales Taiation Bill on the lines of the Bills uhicli Meie iindci 
consideiation in otliei Proiinces, iias the only taxation contemplated bj tliaGoiern- 
ment, accoiding to the Budget foi 1939-49 intioduced to day by Dewan' Bhan/u Bam 
Gandhi, the Finance Minister, uho summarized the position at> folloivs* — 
Eeccipts inclusiie of opening balance Es 1,93,20,000 Expendituic including 
neii recuiiiiig and non-ieciimng chaigcs Es 1,80,42 000 Balance Es 
6,86,000 Ihe Minister said that under education substantial amounts had 
been pioiided foi creating moie educational facilities Under medical the 
Goiernment proposed to augment the existing facilities in luial dispensaiies, 
and impioic medical institutions exclusively cateiing for females In the 
department of agiicultuie, with a new to introducing scientific and up-to date 
methods of nioduction and maiketing, a pioiision had been made foi experiments 
to be cained out on economical raethocls of fiuit piesemtion and marketing of 
products The need of industinlization of the Proiince had also not been forgotten 
Concluding the Ministci icfeiieci to the incieasing disturbances in the pioiince, 
iiots and laids fiom nithout It Mas a pity, he said, that the Goiernment had not 
BO fai been successful in pieisuading the Central Goieinment to extend then helping 
hand in compensating the unfoitunate iictiras, to whom he extended his heartfelt 
sjmpathy 

Blockade Against Ttibe 

18th MARCH — An adjournment motion, moved by Baidai Auranqzeh 7{han, 
leadei of the Opposition, to discuss the hlo’kade against the Ahmadzai Wazir 
tube in Bannu Uistiict, Mas lost Mithout a division to dry Considerable heat Mas 
occasioned by a membei of the House associating the names of Mahatma Gandhi 
and Khan Abdul Ghaffai Khan Mith the piesent tnbal policy of the Fiontiei 
Goieinment, leading to another member cbanctensing it as a shameful” rcmaik 
On anothti membci objecting to the word “shameful” as unparliamentary. Mi Arhah 
Abdul Oaffar Khan mIio Mas responsible for making it, was asked by the Speaker 
to confine himself to the motion but the former holding that he was not being 
alloMcd to leply to the allegations against Mr Gandhi and Khan Abdul Ghafiar 
Khan, declined to participate further in the debate After a number of spcakeis Ind 
cntiuscd the blockade, the Premier replied jiibtifimg it on the ground that ciery 
opportunity had been given to the tribe to mend their wais but to no purpose The 
motion Mas ultimately lost The House then adjourned till the 20th 
38 
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Ministers’ Allowances Bill 

20tli MAnCff — A nilmg of considenble importance ms given to-day by 
Maltk Khuda Btix, the Speaker, when Deivan Bhanjuram, the Finance Minister, 
sought the ^ea^e of the House to introduce the Frontier Slmisters’ Salaries (Amend- 
ment) Bill which sought to authorise the Provincial Government to make rules for 
regulating the grant of travelling and daily allowances to Ministers Mr Abdur 
Bab Ntshtar raised a point of order stating that the Bill was ultra vtres of the 
Provincial Legislatura He argued that Section 51 of the Government of India Act 
provided that, once the salaries of Ministers n ere fixed by an Act of the Legislature, 
the saiAe could not be changed during their tenure of office If allowances were 
considered a part of the salaries, Mr Nishtar contended, the same could not he 
changed according to Section 51, unless the jMinistry resigned If the allowances 
weie not a? part of the salaries, the L^slature was not capable of passing any Act 
providing fgr the same The Finance Minister, on behalf of the Government, slated 
that similSr Acts were passed in other legislatures in India, and the Bill was drafted 
■with the GOhcurreUce of the Government of India The Advocate-General, Sardar 
Bahadur Raja -Btrigh, explaining the legal imphcations, said that an analogous 
Bill had ali^ady been passed bj the House, and it was within their competence to 
legislate a measure of this character Admitting the Bill and overruling Mr 
Fashtar’s point of order, the Speaker observed that the Government of India Act 
r,,^>l^i^Dbt specifically authonse the Legislature to legislate for allowances of Ministers 
Y^-s matter of fact, the Speaker added, the omission became very potent 
::^ijh:ile saw that there was a special provision foi the grant of allowances to mem- 
r^^A^nt^there was a conspicuous absence of any provision for fixing allowances to 
The final aiithoiity to decide the point, the Speaker continued, was the 
g'^dWlubi -General acting in his discietion, who had not been piopeily appioached 
itCJ^^'lde the point and issue a public notification 

^he'House next referred to a select committee the N W F Pr Motor Spirit 
gajd J&ibpcants Taxation Bdl, to be repoited by the 31st March 

. General Discussion of Budget 




■-"c 'i Zlst. to 22nd MARCH —The general discussion of the Budget commenced on 
the 21sl March and on the next day, the 22nd March, a suggestion that the 
Fiontier Congress Ministry should create a deadlock if the central Government 
refused do giant further substantial subvention to tlie province was made bj Mr 
Abdur Bab Khan Nishtar Ecfernng to the statement of expenditure, Mr Aishtar 
said that in the face of the Congress declaration that the Federal scheme was not 
acceptable to the country, the proposal in the Budget to meet exjienses 
for ofhceis who would conduct Federal elections weie deploiable Mi Tekchand 
Dhingra drew the Government’s attention to the iDcieasing lawlessness in Dehia 
Ismail Khan Distnct and appealed to the Piemiei to les^oie secuiity of life m tliat 
distnct Mr Faquir Khan (Congress) disagreed with the present policv of the 
Ministiy with regard to law and oidei and opmed that a fiimer hand was lequiied 
to eradicate anarchj fiom the Provance Eepljmg to the criticism levelled against 
lum, the Finance Minister refuted the aigument that financial position of the 
Province was not sound He associated himself with the House ovei the question 
of furthei subvention from the Cential Government and thanked Mr Nishtar for 
the suggestion bj which the Central Government would be compelled to agree to 
their demand 


Non-official Bills Discussed 


23rd MARCH — The House passed to-day Lala Tekchand Dhtvgra's N W F 
P Aitifiual Ghee Colourisation Bill The House next referred to the Select Committee 
Dr, C C Ghosh’s N W F P Hindu Eeligious Endowment Bill, the Committee 
to report by the next session of the Assembh 

Official Bills Passed 

24th MARCH —The Assembly had a two-hours’ sitting to-day in the colirse of ' 
which It passed the Courts Regulation (amendment) Bill, sponsored hy the Premier, 
thr N W F P Ministers’ Salaries (Amendment) Bill, "and the Speaker’s and 
]3eputy Speaker’s Salaries (Amendment) Bill moved by the Finance Minister 

Non-officul Eesolutions 

25th MARCH — The House unanimously passed to-day EJtan Pir Baksh Khards 
resolution recommendmg to the Provincial Government to make adequate arrangements 
for givmg military education to the people of the provmce. Khan Afidur Bab Ntshtar 



-27 MAE '39 ] VOTING ON BUDGET DEMANDS 299 

supported the resolution, stating that the province needed military tiaining not for 
fuitheimg theBiitish Government’s designs but to safeguard the iittcrests of thepio- 
vmce Qazt Attaullah, Education Ministei and Amir Mohd Khan, Pailiamentary 
Secietai'y, spoke on behalf of the Government 

Voting on Bodget Demands 

?7th to 29th MARCH — ^The opposition rallied then full foices to ipeasiiic their 
stiength with the Government to-day when the Assembly took, up voting on 
demands for giants There weie thiee cut motions undei the head “Education” 

9 he Opposition challenged a dmsion on one of these, and lost by 24 votes to 22 
The entile demand of Its 23,97,000 in lespect of Education moved by Qftzi Aitaulla 
Khan, Education Ministei, was passed The Government spent Es 32 lakhs on 
Education annually, oi a sixth of their levenue, stated Qazi Attaullah Khfln, m an 
appeal to the public and to the Opposition to co-opeiate with the Government to 
stamp out illiteiacy Next daj, the 28th March, impoitant obseivatipns ,on the 
Tubal pioblem vveie made by the Picmiei, Di Khan Sahib, when he.iepl 4 ed to 
the debate on the demand foi a giant of Es 30,55000 in lespect oJ “Police” Hie 
Pzemiei said, “The distuibances m the Tubal teiiitoiy aie a imsfoitune to oiu 
Piovince I have expiessed the view, ofRcially and non officially, that the only 
solution IS that the Tubal Aiea and the people who aie owneis of that land should 
be left alone (shouts of “Heai, heai”) If this is done, I have ev’eiy hope that this ,, 
question, which is within the leach of the Piovincial Goveinment, will be-s?tB^P-' 
veiy amicably” 9 he Picmiei continued, ‘ Foice is a veiy dangeious thing,. ‘•^ou^ 
cannot coeice people by foice Mutual goodwill, honesty, and the ’ 
people aie the only solution ” Eefeinng to the ciituism of the police ‘ ■ 

said “Oui police aie the best in India and thej aie doing then > , 

the people honestly without communal consideiations 9heie is 
between a constable and me, foi we both me public seivants” The GavAfitradnly 
the Piemiei added, had leduccd expenses on the police by Es 86,000 since they ^ 
came into powei Addiessing the Opposition benches, Di Khan Sahib said' 
the Goveinment weie not leveiting to the Fiontiei Ciimes Regulation witlt 'inw* 
ulteiioi motive, but in oidei to bung “hiied assassms to book’ “9 his Govejaimcajr’' 
the Piemiei added, “is nevei actuated by any motive but justice” He appcaJedld 
the Bouse to cuib the spiiit of communalism in the piovince, whalev-et their 
political views might be Di Khan Sahib concluded ‘Let us fight on diffeicnt 
political platfoims, but let us collaboiate to maintain the peace of the piovince-, ancl 
achieve the goal of libeity, which is difficult to attain ” The discussion on jhe 
Goveinment giant iii lespect of Police was laiscd on a “cut’ motion by Mi Abdw 
Rahman Khan (Congiess) who, attei the Picmiei ’s speech, wilhdiew the motion 
Di <7 (7 GAosh also withdiew his motion, and tlie giant w IS lassed Mi Ahdtir 
Rehman said that the incieasing lawlessness on the Fiontiei had brought a bad 
name to this Congiess piovince and, he was of the opinion, that non-co-opeiation 
with the Ministiy on the pait of high police officeis was responsible for the glowing 
uniest Sardar Ajii Singh uiged the Piemiei to completely overhaul the working 
of the police department The police, he contended, were neglecting then duty 
with the lesult that there was appalling increase in crime Next day, the 29th March, 
the Assembly concluded voting on the Buget demands During discussion on a 
cut motion, Di Khan Sahib, Premier, declaied that he was tijing his best to 
exclude all military elements fiom the Judicial Department and he was in 
coiiespondence in this connection 

Seizdee of Fipe-aems 

30th MARCH — ^To day’s pioccedings mainly lelated to Sirdar Anrangzeb 
Khan's adjournment motion legaiding the seizuie of the liic-aims of Khan 
Baliadui badullah Khan, ex-Ministor, by the Goveinment for non-pajment 

of land Tevenue (abiana) Aftci two hours’ discussion, the motion vvas 

lejected w'lthoiit a division The mover chaiacteiised the Government’s action 
as vindictive, and -said that theie were other couises open to the Government to 
realise the airears But the confiscation of all the fiie-arms of the ex-Minister, 
added the mover, lendeied Mi Sadullah Khan’s life unsafe in the dacoit-iidden 
country wheie he lived The Premier, Dr Khan Sahib, repudiated the Opposition 
allegation that, in issuing the order foi the confiscation of the arms, the Government 
were actuated by vindictive motives He added that there were hundreds in the 
Frentiei whose aims weie similarly attached He said that democracy demanded 
just and equitable tieatment to all people, and his Government were mtroducing a 
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system undei whicli there would be no disciimination between the rich and the pooi 
Land revenue was public money, and the Ministry, as trustees, were responsible 
foi its realisation 

Reform of Laud Revenue Sastem 

1st APRIL —The Assembly conducted non-oflicial business to-day It unani- 
mously adopted Khan Faqir Khan’s (Congress) resolution recommending to the 
Goveinment that with a view to alleviating the condition of the poveitj-stiicken 
peasants, the land reienue system should be so amended as to bung it on a basis 
with income-tax Explaining the Goveinment point of view, Qazt Attaullah Khan, 
^Education Ministei, sympathised with the piesent eondition of the agnciiltuiists’ 
/but said, that J^he rates of incQpie-tax could not be applied to agiicultiual incomes 
01 land ievenne assessment The amount of income, howeiei, of small landholdeis 
should be taken into consideiation at the time of assessment He added that the 
Goveinment weie awiiting the report of the enquiry committee appointed by the 
Punjab Gmeinmeiit on the question of assessment Mi Ntshtar appealed to the 
Goveinment to introduce a sliding scale of assessment of land revenue Sardar 
Aurangzeb, Leader of the Opposition, and Khan Bahadui Sadullah Khan, 
ex-Mmistei, supported the resolution 

Press Law Repeal Bill 

3rd APRIJi — Bat Bahadur Mehr Chand Khanna’s motion to introduce his 
'JuHian* Press (Bmeigency Poweis) N W F P Repealing Bill was discussed 
'fSiiay" Opposing, Di Khdn Saheb, the Premier observed —“Unfortunately, ve 
a piovince vheie liberty of the Press is considered a kmd of personal 
'pnvilegfr to be used in such a way as not only to obstruct the Goveinment and 
it»''^hpneficent work, but to provoke people communally, and create disturbances 
.jEionr personal motnes ’ The Premier ngieed with the mover that, foi nation- 
^brnlding, cml liberty and liberty of the Piess weie of paramount impoitance, but 
Contiemnfed those who weie introducing an element vhich would, if unchecked, 

: destroy national freedom and liberty The motion was lost 

Non-official Bills Discussed 

Mr Abdur Bab Khan Ntshtat’s Punjab Tenancy (N W F P) Amendment 
Bill and Dr C C Ghosh’s N W F P Public Health Bill, weie refened to a 
Select Committee Bat Bahadur Mehr Chand Khanna's N W F P Anti-Beggai'y 
Bill was circulated for eliciting public opimon 

Agpigultural Produce Marketing Bill 

5th APRIL —The Assembly to-day passed the Agncultiiral Pioduce Marketing Bdl 
with important amendments Bat Bahadur Ishardas, Bat Bahadur Mehr Chand 
Khanna and Sardar Ajtt Stnqh pleaded the cause of the minoiities vho, they 
aveiaed would suffer greatly if the piovisions of the Bill were not drastically amen- 
ded Tbe Goveinment accepted a number of amendments While, howevei, half a 
dozen amendments were yet to be disposed of, the members of the Hmdu-Sikh Nati- 
onalist Party, headed by Bat Bahaaur Mehr Chand Khanna, walked out of the 
House as a protest against what they characteiised as the unsympathetic attitude of 
the Government 

Patrol Tax Bill 

6th APRIL — ^Twelve members of the Muslim League Party and two Indepen- 
dents, namely, Sir Abdur Nishtar and Ptr Baksh Khan staged a ‘walk out’ to-day 
following the rejection, by 23 rotes to 17, of Mr Abdur Ntshtar’s amendment to the 
etlect, that the N W F Provmce Motor Spirits and Lubneants Taxation Bill, 
when enacted, shall not be enforced until the tax levied on vehicles plying for 
hue and used for conveyance of passengers under the N W F P motor Vehicles 
Taxation Act was abolished Mr Aurangzeb Khan, Leader of the Opposition, Eai Baha- 
dur Mehr Chand ^anna and Ptr Baksh, opposing the Bill, Tojeed the grievances 
of lorry and taxi owners and dnveis, who would be the west sufferers, if a legisla- 
tion of this character weie enacted The bon Mr Bhanfuram Gandhi^ Finance 
hlinistei, assmed the House that, m order to minimise the mcidence of taxation on 
lorry owners, the Goveinment would bnng forward at tbe next sessiou a Bill uhich 
would diastically amend the pro\isions of the Motor Vehicles Taxation Act 

The House passed the Dadar Tuberculosis ganatonnm (Prohibition of Biuld- 
mgs) Bill mtroduced by the Premier and then adjourned stne dte , 
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(1899) 


16 XjRliore (1903) 
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JiS -^h^d-ibad ' (1902) 

"ISL 43'-idras (19C3) 
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(1910) 
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(1912) 

28 

Kfijochi 

(1013) 

29 
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(1814) 

30 

Bombay 

C1915) 

81 

Lucknow 

(1916) 

32 

Colcntto 

(1917) 

33 
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(19IS) 


Bombay (Spl) 

(191S) 

34 

Amntsar 

(1019) 

35 

Xogpur 

(1920) 


Calcutta (Spl ) 

(1920) 

36 

Abmedobad 

(1921) 

37 

Goya 

(19-32) 

33 
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(1923) 
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(1923) 

39 
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{1924) 

40 
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41 

Ganhati 

(1926) 

42 

2Iodras 

(1927) 

43 

Colcutto 

(1928) 

44 

Lobore 

(1929) 

4o 

Korochi 

(1931) 

46 

Delhi 

(1932) 

47 

Colcutta 

(1933) 

48 

Bombay 

- (1934) 

49 

Lucknow 

(1936) 

50 

Foiz)jur 

(1937) 

51 

Horipuro (Guziot) 

(193S) 

52 

Tnpuri (CP) 

(1939) 


President 

W C Bonnerji 
Didabbai 27aoiO]i 
Badruddin Tvabji 
G Yule ■ 

Sir "W Wedderburn 
&ir P Mebta 
P Amnda Cbarlu 
W C Bonnei^i 
Dndabhai Yaoroji 
A Webb 
S 27 Banerji 

R, 21 Siyeni 

C Sankafan Isair 
A 21 Bose 
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Dadabhai Nooroji 
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S P Sinha 
A C 2Ia]uindar 
Dr Annie Besant 
Hosan Imom 
Pt 21 21 2Ioloviya 
Pt 2Iotilol Xehni 
C Vijioroghavachanar 
Lolo Lojpot Eoi 
Hakim Ajmal Kban 
C E Das 
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Abul Kalom Azad 
21 K Gandbi 
Mrs Sarojim Xaidu 
SnniYosa Iyengar 
Dr M A Ansan 
Pondit 21otilal 27ebru 
Pandit Joirborlal Xebru 
Yallabbbbai Patel 
Seth Eanchbodlal , 

Pt M 21 21alaviya 
Eajendra Prasod 
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Bnbbas Chandra Bose 
Subhas Chandra Bose- & 
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Names of the President and ex-Presidents of the Indian 
National Congress and Elected Members 


of the A I ( 

President 

1 Shri Sublins Chindin Bose 

2 Bnbii Eajendra Prasad 

Ex-Presidenta 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaiija 
Shn 0 Viiajaiaghavachaiiai 
, M K Gandlu 
„ S fenmiasa Ivengar 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Shii Saiojini Naidu 
„ Jaavaliailal Nehru 
„ Vallabhbhai Patel 
„ Eajendia Piasad 

Members of the A I C C 
Ajmer — 7 

fejt Goun Shantai Bhaiga\a 
„ Bal Kiishna Kaul 
„ Earanaiam Chaudhuiy 
Pt Chandia Bhanji fehaima 
Babu Naisingh Dass 
S^t N M Kaiandikai 
Swami Kumaianand]! 

Andhra — 31 

Shn Sladdun Annapuinaiah 
„ M Aiiantasayanam 
, A Kalesivara Eao 
„ J Kutumba Subbaiao Gaiu 
„ Atmakini GoMndachan Gaiu 
„ Bezwada Gopalaieddi 
Gouse Beg Saheb 
Shn M liiumalaiao 
„ Dandu Naiavanaiaju 
„ Malhpudi Pallamiaju 
„ B Patlabhi Sitaiamayya 
,, T Piakasam Pantulu 
„ Maganti Bapmidu 
„ Gottipati Biahmajaa 
„ E Mandeswaia Saima 
„ Seth Yakub Hussain 
„ M Eangayja Naidu 
„ G Eanganajakulu 
„ Saianu Eamaswami Choudaii 
, Vennelakanti Eaghavavya 
P X, N Baju 
„ Krovvidi Lingaraju 
„ T Viswanadham 
„ P Veeiabhadia Savanu 
Kda Venkatrao 
„ P Sriramulu Garu 
„ Xomm'jreddi Satyanaiajana 

Muiti 

28 „ Addepalli Satyanarayana Murti 


C for 1939 

29 Shn Eallur Subbarao 

30 „ Cha^all Suijanaiajana 

31 „ P Sundaiayya 

Assam — 8 - 

1 Sjt TTcmchandia Baiooat 

2 „ Kuladai Cbalilia 

3 Ml Fakhniddm Ah Ahmed 

4 Sjt Gopmalh Baidoloi 

5 „ Biddhinath Saimah 

6 „ Bishnuiam Mcdhi 

7 „ Liladhai Boiooab 

8 „ Bisbmipiosad Ghaldia 

Behar— 40 

1 Babu Bipinbihaii Vaima t 

2 Babu Mathma lhasad 

3 51 Shah G/au Jlunemi -- 

4 Pi of Abdul Ban 

5 B Bindln eshu an Piasad Viel,.. . 

6 Hon'blc Babu Snkiishna >Si;iha '-j 

7 lion B Anugidi Naiaaan SinliJ 

8 B fcaUanaia^an Sinha 

9 Eamclmiitia Singh 

10 B Baidjanath Piasad Choudliij 

11 Pt Piajapati Blisia 

12 51 S%cd Eahuddm Ahmad Ewm 
11 M Jlmzooi Ahsan Aja/i 

11 B Atulchandia Ghosh 

15 B Earn Nai n in Sinha 

16 S]t P Bhattishah 

17 B Anuudh Singh 

18 51 Islainuddm 

19 B Sliconandan Pd 5Iandal 

20 51 Sjed 5Iahniud Hisan 

21 B Beep Naiaaan vSingh 

22 B Sheodhan Pande 

23 B hlahamava Piasad Sinha 

24 B Jajapiakash Naiaaan 

25 B Kishon Piasanna Singh 

26 Buaiui Sahajanand Sarasuati 

27 B Jagat Naiaaan Lai 

28 B Shjam Naiaaan Sinha 

29 Vidaaiathi Eamji Piasad Choudhr) 

30 B Siaiam Sinha 

31 Babu Naisingb Das 

32 B ShnnaiaYana Dass 

33 B Debi Piasad Agraaial 

34 B Debendia Nath Samanta 

35 Thalui Eamnandan Singh 
86 P audit Haigmind 51isia 

37 Babu Smeshchandia 5Iisra 

38 B Bnjnandan Sabi 

39 B 5lathuia Pia'-ad Singh 

40 B Kiiti Naiavan Singh 
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Bengal — 68 

1 Sliri Atul Chandra Kumar 

2 Moulvi Ashrafuddin Ahmed 

Chowdhry 

3 „ Abdus Sattar 

4 Shree Kumar Chandra Jana 

5 Shn Trailokya Nath Chakra^arty 

6 , Piirna Cnandia Das 

7 Prafulla Chandra Ghosh 

9 „ Basanta Lai Murarka 

y . „ Bankim Chandra Miikherjee 
10 pr Bidhan Chandra Eoy 
H Stm Bepin Behari Ganguly 

12 Biresh Chandfa Misra 

13 Satindra Nath Sen 

14 „ Suresh Chandfa JCsra"’ 

15 „ Kiron Sankar Eoy ' 

16 „ T\Ionoran]an Gupta 

17 „ Suresh Chandra Bandrjee 

18 „ Pratul Chandra Ganguly 

^ „ Hankumar Chabra^^arty 

20 Haran Chandra Ghosh 

^ Chaudhury 

21 T Niharendu Dutt Mazumdar 

,„ '6urendra Mohan Ghosh 
23. ^amesh Chandia Acharya 
"l^.l^^^omnath Lahin 
23' Kalipada Mookerjee 
>26- „ '“Kashna Binode Eoy 

27 „ -tyiresh Chandra Dev 

28 Makhanlal Sen 

29 Haiendra Nath Ghose 
-30 ^ Eaj Kumar Chakravarty 

31 „ Piamathanath Bhomick 

32 ,1 Dhirendra Chandia Mukhei’jee 

33 „ Satya Eanjan Bakslu 

34 „ Shibnath Banerjee 

33 „ Sitaiam Saxeiia 

36 „ Sachindra Nath Maity 

37 „ Kamini Kumai Dutt 

35 „ Pimishottam Eoy 

39 „ Pratul Chandra Bhattacharjee 

30 „ Dhnendia Nath Sen 

41 „ Anil Chandia Eoy 

42 „ Atindia IMohan Eoy 

43 „ Ashutosh Das 

44 , Kalinaiayan Singha 

46 „ Saiat Chandia Bose 

46 „ Khagendra Nath Das 

47 „ Jnanendra Nath Sen Gupta 

48 „ Charu Chandra Bhandan 

49 „ Deien Dey 

50 „ Dhaianath Bhattacharji 

51 „ Dharani Eanjan Pal 

52 „ Niiendra Chandra Dutt 

53 „ Nripendra Nath Bose 

54 , Panchanan Bose 

55 „ Panchugopal Bhadun 

56 „ Purnendu Kishore Sen 

57 , Prafulla Chandia Sen 

58 Moulvi Mohiuddm Khan 

59 Shn Mihirlal Chatterjee 

60 „ Manmdra Nath Bhattacharjee 

61 „ Eamsundar Singh 


62 Lala Saradindn Dey 

63 Shn Saila]ananda ben 

64 „ Hanpada Chatterjee 

65 „ Lakbhmi Kanta Slaitra 

66 ,, Siishil Chandra Palit 

67 „ Hemanta Kumar Bose 

68 Kaviraj Satyabiata Sen 

Bombay — 5 

1 Sjt Bhulabhai J Desai 

2 „ S K Patil 

3 „ Nagmdas T blaster 

4 „ K F Nariman 

5 „ Yusuf Meherally 

Burma — 3 

1 Shree Soniram Poddar 

2 , Janardan Pd Shukla 

3 „ U Hla Min 

Delhi —4 

1 S]t Jugal Kishore Khanna 

2 Manlana Nooruddin Sahib 

3 Lala Shankar lal 

4 S]t Hukam Singh Ji 

Gujrat — 14 

1 Sjt Kanaijalal Nanubhai Desai 

2 Shnraati Bhaktilaxmi Desai 

3 Shnmati Jjotasanabhen Sukal 

4 Syt Ishavailal Chhotiibal Desai 

5 „ Aijunlal Lala 

6 „ Chandubhai Kasanji Desai 

7 „ Gulam Easul Myasaheb Kureshi 

8 „ Haiipiasad Pitambaidas Mehta 

9 „ Kalijanji Vithalbhai Mehta 

10 „ Eamiay Mohaniay Munshi 

11 „ Eaojibhai IManibhai Patel 

12 „ Tiibhaiandas Kishibhai Patel 

13 , Laxmidas Mangaldas Shiikant 

14 „ Chhotalal Balknshna Pmani 

Karnatak — 20 

1 Shn T S Eajagopalaiangar 

2 „ A V Lathe 

3 „ Tallin Eaianagouda 

4 „ S E Kanthi 

5 „ Gangadhariao Deshpande 

6 „ U Siinuas Slallya 

7 „ Shankar Kurtkoti 

8 „ Kamaladevi 

9 Dr N B Ivabbur 

10 Shn V M Gin . _ 

11 „ V V Patil * . ■ ' 

12 „ Gudleppa Halliben 

13 , Vasappa Gogo 

14 „ K Changalrai Eeddy 

15 „ Jeevaniaa Yalgi 

16 „ Naiayaniao Joshi 

17 „ E G Dube 

18 „ N C Timmareddy 

19 „ Nanjappa Kotn 

20 „ N. D Shankar 
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Kerala — 13 

1 Mr I^IoLammad Abdul Ecbman 

2 feliii A K Gopnlan 

3 „ P Kiislina Pillai 

4 „ Nuayamn Nan 

5 „ H Maiijunatha Rao 

6 ,1 K Kelap])an 

7 „ E Kannan 

8 „ M Naiayan BIcnon 

0 R Ragb-Ysa Mcnorv 

10 &bii K ]Madha^a Blcnon 

11 „ S Subiamaniam 

12 „ PC Koian 

23 „ E M &ankaian Naraboodiiipad 

Mahakoshal — 18 

1 Setb Govindas 

2 Shn Dwaika Piasad Blisra 

3 Tbakur Chbcdilil 

4 febn Eavisbankai fcbukla 

5 „ D K Mehta 

6 „ Bhag^antlao Mandloi 

7 ,1 M R Blajumdai 

8 „ Lasamarnao Udgiikar 

9 „ Kunjbihaiilil Agmhotii 

10 „ Niianjansingh 

11 Capt Lai A\dheshpiatap Singh 

12 Shii V Y Tamaskai 

13 Gulbcband Gupta 

14 „ Shambhudayal Mishia 

13 „ Haiipiasad Chatunedi 

IG „ Badiinath Dube 

17 „ V V Subhedar 

18 Saidai Amaibing Saigal 

Maharashtra— 22 

1 Shii G H Deslipandc 

2 Ml Deokinandan Naiajan 

3 Shii Shiinivabiao Saidesai 

4 I, fe D Deo 

5 , N L Sliende 

6 , Atm uam Nana Patil 

7 ,, Eamkiishna Jaiu 

8 „ N V Gidgil 

9 „ bhakaisliet Kabaie 

10 Ml S M Josh] 

11 Shn Naval Ananda Patil 

12 „ B G Khei 

13 „ G P Kbaie 

14 „ Achutrao Patvv aidlian 

13 „ D K Knnte 

16 „ Yanlatiao Pavvai 

17 „ V K Satbe 

18 „ G D Viilak 

19 js Gakilliihai Bhat 

20 , V V Dindekai 

21 ,, S S Blajiajin 

22 „ YD Chitalc 

Nagpur— 5 

1 83! Tamnalal Ba3ii ‘ 

2 Shn Chatuibhu3bhai Jasani 

3 - BI 8 KanHamavai 

4 „ Pannalal Dcodia 

6 „ PimamQhand Eaiikg 

39 


N \V F P —7 

Note — ^The election was held invalid and 
theic will be le election 
Punjab — 30 

1 Dr Satyapal 

2 8 Piatap bingli 

3 8 Sampuian bingli 

4 Ch Kiishen Gopal Dutt 

5 L Achint Ram 

6 Nawab7ada Blahmiid All 

7 L Sham Lai ^ 

8 Pt Neki Ram Shaima 

9 Mahashc Kaiam Chand , ' 

10 L Siinam Eai . * 

11 8 boh in Singh Josli 

12 M AbdiU Ghani 

13 8 Dasondha bingh 

14 Mastei Kabul Singh 

13 Dr 8aif-ud-din Kitchlevv 

16 S Go) al bingh Qaumi 

17 M Iftakhai-ud-dm v 

18 8 Shiv Saian Bingh 

19 Ch Bnldev bingh ^ - 

20 8 Mangal Singh 

21 Di Bhag Singh . 

22 8 8a3]an Sin^h Maigindiiuil 

23 Gomi ide Ram Kiishen 

24 Ml Vilendia *•' 

25 Ch Atta Ullah 

26 M Yohd Yamin Dai 

27 Baba Rui Singh 

28 L Duni Chand Ambalavi 

29 L Chint Ram Thapar 

30 Dr Lehna Singh 

31 Babu Mohd Dm 

32 Blastci Nand Lai Jaianvrala 

33 L Kidar Nath Schgal 

34 b bardul bingh Caveesliai 
32 Ml Baldcv Blitter B13I1 
3b BIi Bhagat Ram Chanana 

Sindh —5 

1 Shn Taiiamdis Doiilatiam 

2 Di Choithiam P Gidw ini 

3 Sjt R K bidhwa 

4 bvvami Govindanand 

5 Dr Alimchand Udhaiam 

Tamil Nad —19 


4 •- 




1 Janab BI S Abdul Satfar Sahib 

2 Bn C A Aijamuthu 

3 „ C R i] igopal icliariar 

4 „ P b Kumaia'iwami R i]a 

5 „ T L Sisivaina Thevai 

6 , 8 Satvamuili 

7 bn B briiiiv ii^a Rao 

8 „ N BI R Subbiiaman 

9 „ P Subbiiavan 

10 „ C P Subbiah 

11 , A Subiamaniam 

12 „ C Subramani im 

13 Dr 8 Subramaniam 

14 Sii N Somsv ijulu 

15 „ Y Nadimuthu Pillai 
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16 Sri M Bli‘ikta\ its ilam 

17 , C Pcrurnalswami Eeddnr 

18 „ U Miithuramhnga Theiar 

19 , iC S Huthuswimi 

20 , V I jMiinnswami Filial 

21 „ Eamanatliin 

22 Sn Eamiswami Naidu ‘ 

23 ,, F Eamaswami Eeddiar 

24 T S S Eajan 

25 „ Y S Em Vallnppa Chettiar 

-26 „ H C Yeerabahu 

27 , P Jeevanandham 

28 yr Janab S A Sbaffee MoEd 

29 , -!£ M Sheriff 

U P.— 6a 

1 Shrr Bal Krishna Sharma t 

2 Dr K M Ashraf 

3 Acharva Narendia Dev 

4 Eafi Ahmad Kidirai Saheb 

5 Acharva J B Kxipalani 

6 Shri M N Eoy 

7 ^ „ Eadhey Shyam IMisra 

S y, Shibban Lai Saxena 
9 , Sa]]ad Zaheer 

40 * „ fenga Sahai Chaubey 
Jl' ,, S AT Ahmad 

12 ^Cmandra Bhan Gupta 

13 -v-. Erhumanohar Lohia 

14 iShxrmatf Farvati Den 
lo Shri Beni Smgh 

16 j 'Algu Eai Shastn 

17 rt'-A-eharya Jugal Kishore 

18 „ -"Gonni Sahai 

19 „ Govind Ballabh Pant 

20 „ Gauri Shanber Slisra 

21 Kamala Pati Tnpathi 

22 SLn Mohanlil Sasena 


23 

1j 

Purshottam Das 

24 

tt 

Eamji Sahai 

25 

) 

Shn Prakasa 

26 

-7 

Yishnu Saran Dublish 

27 


Yusuf Imam Saheb 

28 


Shriknshna Dutt Paliwal 

29 


Mohanlal Gautam 

30 

jf 

Earn Narain Azad 

31 


JIalkhan Singh 

32 

1j 

Eaghupati Smgh 

33 

] 

Ahdul Jalil ^an 

84 

} 

Bnupendra Nath Sanyal 

35 


Baba Eaghav Das 

26 


Bishambh ir Nath Pandey 

37 

3i 

hagawau Dm Misra 


38 Shn Bishambar Dayal Tnpathy 

39 „ Bimal Prasad Jain 

40 „ Bhaganati Naiain 

41 „ Keshav Dev Jlalanva 

42 „ Damodar Swamp Seth 

43 ” Deep Naiain Yerma 

44 ” Gajadhar Singh 

45 ’ Gopal Narain Saxena 

46 ” Hua Ballabh Tnpathi 

47 ” Haiish Chandra Bajpai 

48 Maulana Hussam Ahmad Saheb 

49 Hakim Mahmudul Hasan Saheb 

50 Hakim Bnj Lai Yerma 

51 Shn Jugal Kishore Divedi 

52 Lala Pravag Dutt 

53 Sliri Manzar All Sokhta 

54 Mohammad Kasim Saheb 

55 Shn E D Bhaiadwa] 

56 , Eameshwar Snatak 

57 Shnmafi Earn Laxmi Den 

58 Shn Eauhiibai Daval Jlisra 

59 Sardar Narmada Prasad Smgh 

GO Shn SutLirshan Dajal 

61 „ Sarjn Prasad 

62 „ Yidyadhar Bajpai 

TJtkal —19 

1 S]t Jagannath Das 

2 „ Harekishua Mehatab 

3 „ Pranfoishna Parbian 

4 Pandit Nilkantha Das 

5 Sjt E K Biswasray 

6 „ Mohan Das 

7 , Sadasiv Tnpathv 

8 „ Dibakar Pattnaik 

9 , Sashibhusan Eath 

10 , Jadumani Mangara] 

11 „ Madanmohan Pattnaik 

12 „ Godavans Misra 

13 „ Nandakishore Das 

14 „ Saiangdhar Das 

15 „ Biswanath Das 

16 , Bodhram Dube 

17 „ Nabaknshna Chaudhury 

18 , Bhagirathi Mahapatra 

19 , Chmatamani Misia 

Yidarhha — 5 

1 Hon’ble Shn Briffal Bijani 

2 Shn Loknayak M S Aney 

3 Shn Dr 51 N Pirasnis 

4 Dr S L Kashikar 

5 Dr N Z Nandurkar 



The Indian National Congress 

Proceedings of the Working Committee 
Bardoloi (Gujrat) — 11th January to 14th January 1939 

A meeting of the Woiking Committee tvis held at Bauloloi from 11 to 11 
Jammy, 1939 Shii Suhhas Chandra Bose piesided The Membeis picsent ircie 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Shrts Sarojtni Natdu Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabh- 
bhai Pati’l, Rajendra Praoad, Jatramdas JDoulatram Bhulabhat Vesat, 
Pnitabhi Sitaramayya, Shankerrao Deo Sarnt Chandra Bnsp, Hare Kushna 
Mahatab, J B Kripalam Shri Jamnalal Bajaj -was also piesent foi sometime 

2 Hindu-Mushm Question 

The question avas discussed at length and the General Secictary was authorised 
to issue the following statement to the pi ess — 

“The Woiking Committee ha\e always been anxious to arnve at a satisfictory 
settlement of the communal question in consultation w'lth and with the co opera- 
tion of all the parties conccined It was with this object in view that the Cong^ics^ 
President confeiied with the President of the Muslim League but the last' com- 
munication received from the Muslim League on this subject left little hope of a 
mutual understanding being established at present ^ ‘ ^ 

“The Congress has on many precious occasions dcclaied its policy on jfhe comf'_ 
munal question, and in relation to the minorities That policy holds and (joicisf" 
the principal aspects of the pioblem but the course of eients and the deiclppment 
of the political situation laise new doubts winch require elucidation The Committee 
were theiefore of opinion that the Congiess should, in order to pave the way to it 
fuller understanding, endeavoui to remove doubts by further elucidating a(s„ policy 
on the communal questions that have aiiscn with a view to making a finthcr 
declaiation The Woiking Committee have given earnest consideiation ^to the 
matter 

“They hate, howevci, come to the conclusion that for the present no useful 
purpose will be serted by making such a declaration and this might cten at 
this stage, result in delaying the very consummation, which they canicslly 
desiie, namely a satisfactoiy settlement that is acceptable to all concerned 
9 he Committee, theiefore, do not make any fuithci statement on this subject 
at piesent, but they will continue then efforts in accoi dance with the ba-^ic jiolKy 
of the Congiess and its many declarations to ensure justice to all communities is 
well as to lemoie such doubts as may aiisc fiom time to time In this task they 
seek and w ould^ welcome the co-opciation of all concerned” 

3 Bengali-Bihan Controversy — Resolution 

The Committee adopted the Eepoit of Shii Rajendra Piasad and passed the 
following Resolution foi the guidance of the Bihai and other Congress Goi ern- 
ments — 

The Woiking Committee hare considcicd thciepoit of Babu Rajendra Piasad in 
legaid to the Bengali-Bihaii contioieisy and also vaiious memoianda, including one 
fiom Ml P E iJas 9he Committee wish to expiess their appiociation of the ciicfiil 
and exliaustiie lepoit jiiepaied by Babu Eajcndia Piasad and their general agreement 
with tlio conclusions aimed at by him In mow of the fact that seieral of these 
con?fnsioiis art capable of gcneial application, the Committee formulate them here- 
under 

1 While the Committee arc of opinion that the iich lancty of Indian culture 
and dneisity of lifo in the various parts of the country should be presenedand chci- 
ished, the idea of a common nationality and a common background of our cultural 
and historical inhciitance must always be encouraged, so that India should become 
a fiec and stioiig nation built upon a unity of purpose and aim Tliercfore, the 
Committee wish to discouiage all sepaiatist tendencies and a narrow proiinualism 
Nci crthclcss the Committee are of opinion that in regard to seiiices and like mat- 
tcifi the people of a pioiiiice have a certain claim which cannot be oicrlooked 
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2, In regaid to senices tie Committee are of opinion that theie ^oiild be no 
bai pieventing the emploMuent of any Indian, Imiig in ana nait of tbe countn' 
fioni seeking emploiment in any othei pait But eertatn consideiafions must norern 
such employment, apait fiom tbe essential eondition of mciit and efcciency, nfiicli is 
of paiticular impoitance in tlie liigbei services and in tbe selection of specialists and 
experts These consideiations are 

(1) A fall lepresentation of Tarions communities lu tbe pi ounce 

(ii) Tbe encouragement, as far as possible, of backiiaid classes and groups so 
that tbey might develop and play then full part in tbe national life 

(ill) A piefeiential treatment of the people of tbe province It is desnable 
that this preferential treatment should be governed by eeitain lules and legnlations 
'flamed by piovmcial governments in older to prev ent indiv idual ofiiccis fiom appljmo- 
diffeAmt standards burtber it is desirable that similar rules should be applicable in 
all pihvinces 

3 In regaid to Bihar no distinction should be made between Bibaris piopeily 
so calleS. and tbe Bengali-speaking residents of tbe province born oi domiciled theie- 
The terni Bihan should in fact include both these classes and in the matter of sei- 
vices, as well as other matters, an identical treatment should be given to both It 
IS peiTuissible to give a ceitam prefeience in services to these residents of the province 
ovei people from other provinces 

4 The practice of issiung certificates to domiciles should be abolished Appli- 
cants for services should state that they aie residents of or domiciled in the pio- 
'vince^J^In all appropriate cases the Government will have the right to satisfy itself 
about the' correctness of tbe statement before making an appomtment 

5 - Homieile should be proved by evidence that implies that tbe applicant has 
^ madg tf^^province bis home. In deciding that he has done so, length of residence, 
.possession * nf house or other propeity, and other lelevant matteis should be taken 

mto- cdnsfderation and the conclusions arrived at on the totality of the evidence 
available fiowevei, birth in the province or ten gears’ continuous residence should 
feei^ardei as sufiicient proof of domicde 

j 6 AK persons holding appointments under Government should be treated 
j'jdjbe, andj yiomotions must be based on seniority coupled with efSciencv 

7 jTheic should be no prohibition agamst any one canyiiig on tiade oi 
busmcsS iu the province It is desirable that firms and factones carrjing on 
busmess m a province, should develop local contacts by givmg appointments, wher- 
ever possible, to residents of the pioviuce But suggestions made by piovincial 
Government to firms and factories lu the mattei of appomtments may he misundei- 
stood and therefoie should be avoided 

S "When accommodation is limited in educational institutions, places may be 
reserved for difierent communities in tbe province, but the lesei ration should be in 
a fair piopoihon Peifeience in such educational institutions may be given to 
people of the Province 

9 In Bihai in the areas where Bengali is the spoken language the medium of 
instruction in piimary schools shoidd be Bengali, but in such aieas piovision 
should also be made for instniction m Hindustani in the pnmaij schools foi those 
whose mother-tongue is Hindustani, if there is a leasonanle niimbei of students 
speaking Hindustani^ Bimilarly, in Hindustani-speaking aieas, education m pnmaiy 
•schools should be mven in Hindustani, but, if theie is a reasonable number of 
Bengali-speaking students, they should be taught in Bengali In secondary schools 
education should he given through the medium of the piovmce, but the State should 
provide for educntion through the medium of any othei language wheie there is a 
demand for it on the part of the residents of any district where this othen language 
IS spoken • ‘ 

The Working Committee earnestly trust that the above conclusions will be 
accepted and acted upon by all the parties concerned m Biliaj and the legrettable 
controversy in the province will cease 

These conclusions should also guide the gcneial policy of other provincial ad- 
mmisbations in these matters herein dealt with 

4 Ranpnr State Trageily Resolution 

Shn Hareknshna hlehtab who had been on the scene four hours after-, the 
tragedy related what he had seen and heard The Committee passed the following 
resolution ' ” 
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“The Woikmg Committee lecord then deep legrot it the killing of Major Baral- 
eette by a. crowd at Eatipvn in Orisaa and aie of opinion that such acts of i lolcnce 
do gloat injuiy to the cause of fiecdom in the States Tlie Committee haie wel- 
comed the awakening among the people of the States and look foiwaul to their 
delueiance, but they aie convinced that rcsoit to mob \iolence will delay that deli- 
veiance The Committee theiefoie earnestly tiust that the people of the States as 
well as those m othei paita of India will stiictly adhere to peaceful methods in the 
struggle foi fieedom ” 

5 Jaipur Ban on Shri Jamnalal Bajaj 

Shii Jamnalalji placed befoie the Committee all the facts leading to the ban 
placed on his entiy into Jaipui State and the declaiation by the State authontics _ 
of the Piajamaiidal as an unlawful oiganisation Jaminlalji infoimcd tli^^oni- 
mittee that he intended to bieak the older passed against him and to oflci 
Satyagiaha The Committee passed the following resoluaon ^ 

“The Woikmg Committee deploies the ban placed on the enti-y fnto-^hc Taipiii 
State of Seth Jamnalalji by the Jaipui authoiitics whilst he ivas on fils waj to 
Jaipui, his native place foi famine lelief woik and to attend the meeting of the 
Jaipui Eajva Piaja Mandal of which he is the Piesident The Woikmg Committee 
hope that nisei counsels will picvail and the authoiitics mil nithdiaw tlTe ban and 
pi event an agitation both in the Jaipur State and outside” 

6 Uncertified Kliadi — Resolution 

Complaints weie icccived fiom seieial piovinccs by the A T C. C -fiffiec and 
the A I fo A about Congiessmen encoui aging the production and sate oi-um crti- 
fied Idiadi by themselves pmchasmg such khadi, by opening pioductipo 'md sale 
ccnties foi the same, by pcifoiming opening ceiemonics of pioductTon and sale 
ccnties and geneially by ofleimg then co operation and pationage Seme Congress 
Committees had gone so tai as to issue ccitificates to piivate pioduecis and tlealcii 
of unceitified khadi The Committee weic strongly of the new that" such'coiidjict 
on the pait of Congiessmen and Congicss oiganisatioiis was highl^^objcctionmilo 
as it defeated the object of the A I S A ’s new policy of gnmg a niitiimum Imng 
wage to the spin iiei The Committee theiefoie passed the follomng ftisolutten'^oi 

the guidance of the Congiessmen, Congress organisations and Congiess gbicinmeiits * 

The Working Committee is of ojnnion that the policy adopted by tire All 
India Spmncis’ Association and the cUoits made by it to sceme adequate wages to 
the spinners and othei artisans engageil m Khadi woik aie of gicat impoitancc as 
being conducive to the welfare of the rmal population and likely to jiave the way 
foi a pioper wage standaid foi them The Committee, theiefoie, considcis it to be 
the duty of all Congiess oiganisations and Congiessmen to offei wholehearted co- 
opevation and support to the Association and its afliliated organisations in oidci to 
make this policy a success 

The Committee eapiesses its stiong disapproval of the haimfiil activities of 
imccitified pioducers and dcalcis who have been exploiting the giowmg demand foi 
Kliadi by ofteiing cheaper stuff pioduced with the help of low' and inadequate wages 
and who have been misleading those Congicss organisations and Congiessmen as 
have not yet become avvaic ot the diffeicnce between genuine Kliadi produced by 
the A I B A and its afliliated oiganisations and the chcapei stuff oficicd bj nn- 
ceitified pioduceis and dealeis The Committee, theiefoie, considcis it neccssaij to 
lay down the following instiuctions foi the guidance of Congicss oiganisations, 
Congiessmen and all those who aic intcicstcd in the development of genuine 
Khadi 

. ,-(l) In the opinion of the Congiess "Khadi’, means only such kliadi as is pro- 
“tlftced by its own organisation viz , the A I S A and the institutions certified hj 
it and all Congiess oiganisations and Congiessmen should use and advise otheis to 
use only such^hadi 

(2) Congiessmen should refiain fiom performing opening ceremonies of, or 

paiticipating m the functions of oi doing anything that would diiectly or indirectly 
give ich institutions, ejJnbitions oi shops as sell or spread the 

use c \ 

(3) No Congiess organisation or Congiessmen should have any dealings under 
the name of Kliadi m any cloth othei than Khadi that is produced by the A I ,S, 
A, 01 the oiganisations ceitified by it 
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Communists and Membership to Congress Elective Bodies 

B Sunchiayya fiom Andhia filing Ins cmdid-ituie for election as delegate 

had declared that he held communistic views Not only this, but he declaied ^at 
as a followei of Maiv and Lenin he believed that in the last lesoit violence will haie 
to be used for the attainment of independence He uas theiefoie deban ed fiom 
contesting election as a delegate The Committee m this connection gave the 
lollowing niling ^ 

“If a pel son who accepts Article 1 of the Congress Constitution and in token 
theieof signs the Membership form and otherwise fulfills such other conditions of 
membership, as may exist at the time, he is entitled to become a Cono-iess mem- 
bei and has a light to stand as a candidate for an elective office piovSed fuithei 
he fMfills such other leqmiements as are laid down for the purpose It should be 
clearly pncleistood however that every actnity leading to promotion of violence is a 
Violation of aiticlc "(I) of the Constitution and theiefoie lendeis a peison indulfnno^ 
in such ftctiMty liable to disqualification” ° 

In the light of this opinion of thn Committee Shii Sundaiayya’s case was to 
be decided by the Andhia P C C 


>rOTES 

Presidential Election 

Delegates fiom various piovmees proposed the names of Shn Subhas Chandra 
Bose, Mijulana Abul Kalam Avad and Dr Pattabhi Sitaramay j a for the presidentship 
of the S^ndA Session of the Congress to be held at Tripun, Mahakoshal in Maich 
next MnuliiHa Abul Kalam Azad howevei informed the General Secietaiy nith- 
dranuig Ins candidature With the letnemcnt of Maulana Azad from the contest 
the choice tif the delegates lay between Shii Subhas Chandra Bose and Dr Pattabhi 
The delegates assembled on the 29th January at places fixed by the P C Cs to 
record then v; 0 tes The A ICC office leceived n lies from all provinces commu- 
nicating the Jesuits of the voting Shii Subhas Chandra Bose polled 1575 votes and 
JDr Pattabhi 1376 Shii Subhas Chandia Bose was therefore declared elected the 
President ofAhe 52nd Session of the Congiess (see poster) 

I ‘ Indian States 

Rajkot — 

We have alieady in a pievious issue of the Bulletin recorded the agreement 
aiii\ed at between lhakoie Sahib and Shn Vallabbbhai Patel This happy ending 
of a three monks’ beioic stiuggle was tlie cause of widespread lejOicing Ihe ruler, 
no less than the people of Eajkot weie tire icupients of warm conpatulations from 
all over the cointiv But this combined victoiv of the ruler and the people was 
perhaps not lelisbed by bigbei authority. One of the terms of the settlement was 
that a council of 10 members should be appointed to submit within a month a 
scheme of Constitutional reform It was agieed that the seven non-official mem- 
bers of the Committee were to be chosen by Shn Vallabhbhai Patel Shn Vallabbbhai 
sent a list of se^en names to the Thakoie Sahib The Thakoie Sahib, guided from 
above, accepted foiii names and rejected tlie lest on the ground that seats had to be 
found foi the lepiesentativcs of IMuslims and other minonties The meaning of this 
belated plea for minorities was obiious It was a co^cr for going back on a solemn 
agreement in oidei to letne^e the loss of prestige that the Bntish buieanciacy bad 
suffeied at tlie hands of the people This was a call foi a fuitbei and moie intensne 
couise of suffenng foi the innocent but brave men and women of-Eajkot Q*a 
Vallabbbhai Patel however pleaded with the Thakoie Sahib to bonoui his plignTed* 
word and avert a repetition of the struggle 

But his pleadings were m vain “It now remains foi me” declared Shn 
Vallabhbhai Patel in the couise of a press statement, “to invite the people of Eajkot 
to lesume the self-chosen couise of suffering for vindicating the liberty and saving 
Eajkot and the Thakore Saliib fiom uttei rum It is best to anticipate and provide 
for the worst “Honoui demanded”, wiote Gandliiji in a recent issue of the “Haiijan”, 
“that the people should fight unto death foi the restoration of the covenant 
between the Thakoie Sahib and bis people The struggle now is not between the 
rulei and his people but m leality it is between the Congress and the Brihsh 
Government lepresented by the Eesident who is repoitcd to be lesprtmg 
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orgnnised goondaisrn ” At another place he sajs “ The mo^emcnt foi liberty 
cannot posbibly be ivithdiai^n oi arrested because there are at the moment so-cdlcd 
communal splits I see that history is repeating itself and the pouci tint is losing 
giouiid IS becoming desperate and fomenting tioi ble and dissension iMthiii, hoinng 
to drag on its e-?istence by means ot these dissensions If the people knou hov, 
to ivoik the iion-Molent technique, the poneis that aie acting in this minnci Mill 
be confounded and the people Mill nsc iictoiious” 

“The Muslims in Eajkot, for instance, baie eieiything to gain bj the people 
of Eajkot securing liberty They are today depending upon the siveet Mill, not of 
the Euleis, but of the adiiseis of the Eulers , tomoiioM thej Mill share poMcr 
Mith the people because they are of the people But I leally do not believe tint 
there is real Muslim opposition in Eajkot They have enjojed the best lelations 
Mith the Hindus I knoMC this from personal experience mjself Dining the tliiec 
months’ biief but brilliant stiuggle theie Mas no dissension bctMccn the ^ Hindus 
and the Muslims in Eajkot Though many Muslims did not court impiisonmcnt, 
the Ml slims as a community lemained at the back of the agitation ” 

The stiaiggle has commenced and with it the usual icpression Mis Kastiiibai 
Gandhi and Miss Miidulaben proceeded to Eajkot for participation in the struggle. 
They Mere arrested on then arrival in Eajkot 

Wilting on Eajkot in a recent issue of the “Uaiijian”, Gandhiji asks Mint the 
duty of the Congress is Mhcn the people of Eajkot have to face not the ruler and 
his tiny police but the disciplined hoidcs of the Biitisli Empire ^ ' 

“The first and natural step”, sajs he, “is for the Congress ministry Vo make 
themselves responsible foi the safety and honour of the people of Eajkot,, It is 
true that the Government of India Act gives the ministcis no poftef dver the 
States But they aie governois of a mighty province in which Eajkot is but a 
speck As such they have nghts and duties outside the Goveinmentiof India Act 
And these aie much the most important Supposing that the Eajkot became the 
place of refuge for all the gundas that India could produce, supposing fiiither that 
fiom there they earned on opeiations throughout India, tlie mtiusters would 
clearly have the right and it would be then duty to ask the Paramount Power 
thiough the British Eepresentative in Bombay to set things rmht in Tlajkot Aud- 
it will be the duty of the Paiamount Power to do so oi to lose tlie ministers, 
Eveiy minister in his province is affected by everything that hapjiens m teiiitoiics 
within his geographical limit though outside his legal juiisdiction, especially if 
that thing hints his sense of decency Eesponsible goveinment m those paits may 
not be the ministeis’ concern, but if there is plague in tliose parts oi butcheij 
going on, it IS very much then concern , oi else then rule is a sham and a delusion 
Thus the ministers in Oiissa maj not sit comfoitablj in then chans if thc\ do 
not succeed in sending 26,000 lefugees of Talchei to their home with an absolute 
assuiance of safety and fieedom of speech and social and political inleicoursc It 
IS insuffeiable that the Congiess, which is today in alliance with the British 
Goveinment should be tieatcd as an enemy and an outsidei in the States which 
are vassals of the Biitish 

“This wanton bleach, instigated by the Biitish Eesident in Eajkot, of the 
charter of the liberty of its people is a wrong which must be set light at the 
eailiest possible moment It is like a poison corroding the whole bod\ 'Will H E 
the Viceroy realize the significance of Eajkot and lemove the poison ?” 


Jaipur — 

, The Jaipui Administiation issued an oidei on Dec 16 jnohibiting the entry 
jnto' the State of Shii Jamnalal Bijaj, a membci of the Congiess M orking 
<Jonafnittce and a native boin subject of the State Shii Bijij was pio,,ecdin" to 
Jaipui to tour the famine stiicken areas of the iState and adimmstcr relief and also 
to attend a meeting of the States People Committee Tlie Stile authoiitics however 
scented grave danger to the peace and tranquillity of the Slate in the=c innocent 
activities of Shii Jamnalal Bajaj and theicfoie ordered him not to enter the State 
To avoid precipitating a crisis bhii Jamnalal did not deftv the order and returned 
He, howevei, sent a letter to the Council of the State asking for an exiilinatiou of 
this uncalled for move against him He also intimated that unless the bin was 
lifted he would be comjiellcd to defy the order and Irunch a civil rcsistantc 
campaign in the State The Jaipur administration at whose head is a Britisher 
answered Jamnalalji by banning the Jaipur Piaji Maudal itself Sliri Bajaj was 
dcplarcd an outsider m the older by the foreign Prime Jlimster It was 
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conveniently forgotten that not long ago the good offices of Shn Jamnalal ivere 
used for bunging about reconciliation between Jaipui and its feudatoiy, Sikar 

Gandhip, in the couise of his writings in the “Hanjan”, dians attention to the 
meaning and significance of the crisis developing m Jaipur as also in Rajkot ‘‘If 
the action of Jaipur authorities precipitates a first class ciisis, it is impossible for 
the Indian National Congress, and therefore all India, to stand by and look on 
with mdifibience whilst Jamnalalji, for no offence whatsoever, is imprisoned and 
membeis of the Praja Mandal are dealt uith hkewise The Congress will be 
neglecting its duty if, haimg power, it shrank from using it and allow the spirit 
of the people of Jaipur to be crushed foi want of support fiom the Congress dins 
i§ the sense in uhich I have said that the example of Jaipur, or say Rajkot, might 
easily lead to an all-India crisis 

“The policy of non-mteri ention by the Congress was, in my opinion, a perfect 
piece of gtatesmanship iihen the people of the States were not awakened That policy 
uould be con ai dice when there is all-round awakening among the people of the 
States and a deteimination to go through a long course of suffering for the 
Mndication of their just rights If once this is lecognised, the struggle for libeity, 
whenei er it takes place, is the struggle for all India Whenever the Congress 
Ihmks It can usefully intervene, it must intervene ” 

On Febiuarj 1, Jamnalalji defied the prohibitory order There was a large 
'cro'Nvd at the Railway station to accord him a public reception On stepping 
out of/the station Shn Jamnalal was driven in a car to Sawai Madhopui and, 
informed that he uould be released af he left the Jaipur teiritory On his declming 
to do so he'lwas taken to Muttia and released there 

A ^w,Qjjys latei he attempted re-entry into the Jaipur State What followed 
.i^Resciibed i»>^the folio wmg press statement issued by Gandhiji 

' “T3j», following telephone report has been lecened about Seth Jamnalalji, who, 

■when he ■U''as nested for the second time, was accompanied by his son, secietaiy 
and servant Stth J'amnalalji was detained at Ajmer road station, 50 miles from 
Jaipur -and was- kept in the dak bungalow there Mr Young went to Bethji in 
jppison nud asked him to enter his cai Setbji declined, sajing “You wish to put 
- jtitp outside the- border of Jaipur State I wish to enter Jaipur I will not accom- 
' pany you” Mi Young thereupon said, “We are taking you to Jaipur” “Come with 
us ' Sethji replied, “I camiot rely you on jour woid ” Mi Young then said, “I have 
Oiders -You will hare to come with us” 

“Sethji asked to be shown the order but it appears that there was no order in 
Mr Young’s possession At length Mr Young again told Sethji that he would be 
taken to Jaipur “If we do not take you there jou can have it printed m the 
newspaper that after promising to take J'ou to Jaipui we took you elsewheie” 
Sethji was not inclmed to helieie anything that was said to him He said, “I 
will nob accompany you -aillingly You can take me by force if j on so desire” 
This comersation took nearly an hour 

‘‘In the end five men foicibly put Sethji in a car and took him away In 
this process of using force Sethji was injured on his left cheek below the eye 
He nas taken to Alwar State Sethji heic said, “You cannot act like this You 
aie not at liberty to deposit me in anothei State If you do so I will run a case 
against ion” On this Mr Young brought Sethji back again to Jaipur State But 
Ave do not know his present whereabouts 

“The only remark I hare to offei is that this is baibaious behanour vSacied- 
ness of person, legal pioceduie and liberty aie thrown to the winds That a British 
Insjiector General of Police should resort to deception and then to personal injury 
to oue uho uas his prisoner is nhat I call organised goondaism But I knojv 
that notlung amU break Jamnalal’s spirit He will enter Jaipur either as a fieemSm* 
01 a piisoner ” 

Emancipation of ‘Halis’ 

Bardoloi celebrated the Independence Day in a novel and striking manner 
ludia has not achieved emancijiation yet but Baidoloi llalP a foretaste of it on 
Janui 7 2Gth About tAienty thousand people colled Dublas oi Halis who' 
led liAcs of semi-serfdom were, Aiith the fiee and pjous consent of -then 
eistwilc masteis, fieed from a galling AOke and restoied to man’s estate, The 
emancipation, however, was no sudden occuiience, a spontaneous and unpreraediiatcd 
act of generosity on the pait of the masters It was the outeome of a slow, sdeiit- 
agitation going on foi pell ovei a decade The literal meaning of Dublas is nealij 
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He boiiows money ind being unable to pay back, be noikB as his masici’s pciina- 
neiit agiicuUuial labouici foi his whole life He is ficc to iioik clbCHhcrc uheii 
thcic IS no uoik He is tiealed uith some conbidcration by his master and his 
bale minimum needs pioiided foi 31ic jole honeaer is still theic Recently theic 
have been attempts by indnidiial Iliiblas to escape fiom the thialdom by running 
away llicie is economic leason behind this attempt to escape Ihe piicc of lalioiii 
has iisen consideiably and the ITali cannot benefit bj it by lemaiiiiiig a IJ ili, 
Ihe mastei too on the othei hand was finding Ilali laboiu uneconomic But the 
social piestige that the possession of a couple of ITalis gaic to the mastci moic than 
countei-balanccd the economic loss Hiere was in this state of atluis matcrul 
enough for clashes, stiife and ill-will But the cducatne piopaganda cairicd on bv 
‘Gandhiw alas’ foi ovei a decade thiough night Schools, spinning wheel and othei ^luh 
activities piepaicd botli tlie oppicssoi and tlie oppicssed foi a new, saiici and ]asler 
oidci 111 August 1938 fbliii Vallablibhai addicssed a Gonfcrcnce of the landed cl isscs 
and appealed to them to end the scifdom of the Diiblas A icpiescntativc Cdnmittec 
with 18 agiicultuiists and foui woikcis was appointed, JVcaily 110 villages wcic 
lepicscntccl and the Committee subniittcd an unanimous icpoit making the following 
among othei lecommendations 

(1) Eveiy Hall to be emancipated in the sense that fiom 2Gtli January 1939 
he earns a wage of 0-1-G (foi males) and 0-3-0 (foi females), (2) evciy H di 
who has vvoiked on his mastci’s faim foi twelve ycais oi moic is aiitoin die illy 
fice from all his debts to him, (1) faiich Halt as may have woikcd foi less ^tli in 
twelve j'cais to have cicditcd to then account a tvvcltth of the debt foi evealf jcir 
thit they have woiked, (1) an anna pci elay to be deducted fiom his ,wagfe"' until 
the debt is icpaid, nothing to be deducted fiom a woman’s wage, Ci) itvetjeonc to 
be decliicd fiec fiom debt on c\piiy of 12 ycais, whcthci the debt be ^iid or not, 
(G) eveiy debt to expiic with the dcbtoi’s life, (7) a Diibla may engage liintBclf' 
on an annual wage ot 11s SO. and Rs 13 may be deducted fiom his vfrgc fni rti) av» 
ment of a debt eluc if any, (fa) villigc panchs to be appointed to setUe all ((ncstions 
legaiding debts ‘ 

A joint meeting of Diiblas and the landed classes was held in Baidoli tfii Iho 
2Gtli of Januaiy foi the icccptaucc of these lesolutions llie icsoliilitnip we're tanicvtr 
unanimously "ihc meeting was addiessd by Gandliiji and fehii Valhbhbhai rahjf 
who explained the implications of the icsolutions solemnly taken "Iht meaning of 
emancipation”, sud Gandhiji, “is that the Halpaii is ficc to choose hid®nsvn field of 
laboiu You have entered into a sacied pact which should make j out relations 
with the landovvnci swcctci than befoic You need not have the foim on whiili joii 
woikcd and the foimci foi whom jou woikcd Only you will woik voliintaiily and 
cheeifully and he will woik alongside of you That jou will be called Halpatis 
docs not mean that the owner of the land will give up the Hal (plough) The 
rates you have fixed do not mean that the fairaer will only pay 0-4 0 when 
theic aie a bumpci ciop and soaiiug puces The spiiit of the resolution means that 
you will give them a much higher wage 

“What you have done today you ought to have done in 1921 But better late 
than never, and I am happy that you have at last done what ought to have been 
done But this wage will not emancipate you leally Agriculture by itself cannot 
support you all That is why I have placed the spinning wheel before the country 
and am never tried of singing its piaiscs My faith in it glows with the jeais, 
and I may tell you that if you will take up the spinning wheel in light caincst you 
will never repent” 

Thus was ended the age-long slavery of the Dublas without any violent fight, 
without gcneiatiiig any hatred or ill-will This is how constructive work lud living 
sy^mliathy woik 

The Presidential Election Controversy 

In this connection it would be interesting to give a detailed account of the 
cOntioveisy held over ths piesidential election — 

On. tho 17th of January Dr Pattabhi Sitaiamaya wrote to the press from 
Bombay “It is news to me that I have been nominated as a candidate for die 
Presidentship of ther Indian National Congicss I beg leave to vnthdraw from 
tho -contest” The press message containing the above statement was however 
Subsequently cancelled Oil the 20th of January ITaulana Abul Kalam Azad 
issued a statement fiom Bombay in the course of which he said that he was 
40 
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mforming tlie Congress SKrctnn that he was Tvithdiinins: his name. H am 
unable,” said Mudana Azad, ‘‘to endure the additional strun of the work and 
rcsponsibilita of the Congress Presidentship And he conclndeii his statement 
uith a remramendition for Dr Pattabhi Sitaramar i Dr bifarima3a ‘‘iras about 
to withdniv lus candidature under the irapiession that I would not withdr'w raj 
name but I am "lad to saj that I hare preaailcd upon him not to do so” So 
the position iras that the doctor to whom it was nens that he had been nominate 
as a candidate for the Presidentship and who begged leaie to aTithdraar fiom the 
contest was prea-ailed upon not to anthdraw 

The issue in the Presidential contest was the attitude towards the Federal 
scheme. Snjut Bose believed in the complete independence for Incha For the 
last few months he had been diligentlj* urging upon his countrjmcn to declare 
that a compromise oier the Federal scheme arould be suicidal folia It uoidd 
mean the end of the idea of independence. The followuigis the text of the statement 
issued hr Sj Subhas Bose on the 21st January — 

Sj Snbhas Bose’s Statement 

‘Ta new of the sitnation created ba the withdrawal of Maulana Abu! Kalam 
Azad and after reading the statement that he has issued, it is impentne for me 
to say something on the subject of the impending Picsidential election In 
discussing this question all sense of false modesty nail liave to be put aside, 
for the issue is not a personal one. The jwogressue sharpening of the anti- 
Impenalist struggle in India has given birfh to new ideas, ideologies, problems 
and programmes “People are conseqiientlv \eering round to the opinion that as 
in other fr^-e a^ountries, the Presidential election in Indu shOiild be fought on the 
basis of. definite problems and programmes so toat the contest may help the 
clarification of, issues and gi\e a clear indication of the is orkmg of the public 
mind An election contest in these circumstances mav not be an undesirable 
thing Up till' now I have not recened any suggestion or advice fiom a single 
delegate askuig ine to inthdraw from the contest On the contraiw I hai e been 
noniinated as a candidate from several provinces without my kuowledge or consent 
and L have been receiving pressmg requests from socialists as well as non-so"! tlis*^s 
In different parts of the country uiging me not to retire Oi er and aboi e this 
there seems to- be a general feelmg that I should be allowed to serve m office for 
another term It is possible that this impression of mme is not correct and fh^t 
my re-election is not desired by the majonty of the delegates But this could be 
lerified-only uhen voting takes place on the 29th Januarv and not earher 

“■As a 'worker my ptosition is perfectly clear It is not for me to say m what 
capacity I should serve That is a matter to be de.ided bv my countrymen and 
in this'particular case by my fellow delegates But I have no nght to decline to 
serve if and when I am ordered to a particular place As matter of fact. I shall 
be fallm" in mv duty if I shirk any responsibilitv which may be cast on me In 
new of the mereasmg mtemational tension and the prospwtive fight over Federa- 
tion, the new year will be a momentous one in our national history Owing to 
tins and other reasons, if my semces in office are demanded bv the’ majority of 
the delegates with avhat justification can I withdraw from the contest when the 
issue involved is not a personal one at all If, however, as a result of the appeal 
made by eminent leaders hke Maulana Azad the majonty of the delegates vote 
agamst my re-election I shall loyally abide bv their verdnt and shall continue to 
seare the* Congress and the country "s an ordinarv soldier In view of all these 
considerations 1 am constrained to feel that I have no nght to retire from the 
contest I am therefore placmg mvself unreservedly in the hands of my fellow 
delegates and I shall abide by their decisions ” 

W C Members’ Statement 

In reply to this the following statement was issued by Bardar Vallabhbliat 
Patel, Babu Rajendra Prasad, 3Ir Jayaramdas Dotdafram, Mr J B KnvRant, 
]Mr Sankar Rao Deo and Mr Bhulabhat Desai, members of the Congress Worhng 
Committee on the 24th January 

“We have read Bubkas' Bobu’s statement with the care it deserve? So far 
as we know, hitherto Presidential elections have been, nnammons Subhas Babn 
has set up a new precedent, which he had a perfect nght to do 'The wisdom of 
the course adopted by him can be known onlv by ejqienence We haae grave 
doubts about it We would have waited for a greater consolidation of the Congress 
ranks, greater toleration and greater respect for one another's opinions b^ore 
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making the Congicss Piesidential election a matter of contest We would Inic gladly 
icfiaincd fiom sajing anything upon the statement But uc feel that we would 
be neglecting oui cleai duty when we hold stiong Mews about the forthcoming 
election It was a mattei ot deep soiiow to us that the Maulana Sahtb felt called 
upon to withdiaw fiom the contest But when he had finally decided to withdiaw, 
he had adioeated Di Pattabhi’s election in consultation with some of us Tins 
decision was taken with much dclibeiation We feel that it is a sound policy 
to adheie to the lule of not le electing the same Piesidcnt except under icry 
exceptional ciicumstances 

“In his statement Bubkas Bahu has mentioned his opposition to Fcdciation 
This IS shaicd by all membcis of the Woiking Committee It is the Congicss 
policy He has also mentioned ideolomes, policies and piogiarames All this, 
we tecl, is not lelevant to the consideiation of the choice of Congicss Picsidenl 
Ihe Congiess policy and progiammcs aic not deteimined by its sueocssne 
Presidents If it weie so, the Constitution would not limit the office to 0119 jcai 
Ihe policy and piogiammcs of the Congicss, when they arc not dctcimincd by the 
Congicss Itself, aie deteimined by the Woiking Committee Ihe position of llic 
Piesident is that of a chaiiman Moie than this, the Piesidcnt lepicscnts and 
symbolises, as undei a constitutional monaichy, the unity and solidarity of the 
Nation This position, theiefoie, has lightly been consideicd as one of icn gic.it 
honoui and as such the Nation has sought to confei it on as many of its 
illustiious sons as would be possible by annual elections 

“The election, as befits the dignity of this high office, has always been 
unanimous Any contioieisy o\ei the election, even on the scoic of policies and 
piogiammcs, is theiefoie to be deprecated We belieic that Dr Patiabln )s cpiitc 
fitted foi the post of the Piesident of the Congicss He is one cf the oldest 
membeis of the Woiking Committee and he has a long and uylwoken iccord of 
public seivice to his ciedit We, theiefoie, commend his name to Uic Congiess 
delegates foi election We would also ask his collcagucb to urge on Bubhas Itabii 
to icconsidcr his decision and allow Di Pattabhi Sitaramayyn’p clcotion to bo 
unanimous” 

Mr Bose’s Counter statement ' ■> 

t 

In icply, Mr Bose issued the following statement on the same (Jay — 

“It is an cxticmcly painful task foi me to engage in a piibkw conlioicisy 
with some of my distinguished colleagues on the Woiling Committee __bu(, as 
mattcis stand, I ha\e no option in the mattci Ihe fiist statement which fs issued 
on the 21st instant was my eiifoiccd icaction to the statement of Maulana Abiil 
Kalam Avad Bahib and what I am saying now is my cnfoiced leply to the 
chdlenging statement of fcaidai Patel and othci le.adeis 'Jhe lesponsibility for 
starting tins public contioveisy does not lest with me but with my distinguished 
colleagues In an election contest between two membeis of the Woiking Committee, 
one would not expect the othei membeis to take sides 111 an oiganised mannci, 
because that would obviously not be fan feaidar Patel and othei leaders have 
issiicil the statement as membeis of the All-India Congicss Working Committee 
and not as indnidual Congressmen I ask if this is fan either, when the Woiking 
Committee neiei discussed this question 

‘Tn the statement we aic told for the fiist time that the decision to adiocatc 
Di Pattabhi’s election was taken with much dclibciation Ncithei I, nor some of 
my colleagues on the Woiking Committee, had any knowledge or idea of either 
the dclibciation 01 the decision I wish the signatories had issued the statement 
not as membeis of the Woiking Committee but as indnidual Congressmen 

“If the Presidential election is to be an election woith the name, thcie should 
be freedom of \oting without any moial coeieion But does not a sfaftraent of this 
sort tantamount to moral coeition? If the Piesident is to be elected by the 
delegates and not be nominated by influential membeis of the Working Coinmilfce, 
yvill Baidal Patel" and othei Icadeis withdiaiv their whip and lca\e it to the 
dtilcgates to vote as they like? If the delegates aic gnen the freedom to rote ss 
they like thcie would not be the slightest doubt as to the issue of the election 
contest. Otheiwise, why not end the clcctnc system and hare the Piesidcnt 
nominated by the "Woiking Committee? 

^ “It IS nems to me that tlicie is a rule that the same pcr=on should not be 
iq_elccted Piesidcnt except uiidcn exceptional circumstances If one traces the 
iiistoiy of tlie Congicss one will find that m scieial cases the same person has 
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Sardar Patel’s Statement 

Sardar Vallahhhhai Patel made the folloning statement on the 2jtli Tainiarj 
in reply to tlic statement fiom Mr Subhas Chandra Bose 

“iSubhas Balm’s m an amazing statement Heie aie the facts In almost 
every case since 1920 some membcis of the Working Committee hare held informal 
consultation When Gandhi)i iias in the Woiking Committee, he nacd to gne i 
lead by recommending foi election the name for the Bitsidculial chair, Init aflei 
his withdiaiial fiom the Congiess he has ceased to issue such statemcnls Ncicithc- 
IcBS, membeis individually and collcctiicly have consulted him about the tliouc 
This year, too, I have had consultations with seieial membcis Eiciyonc of iis had 
felt that the Maulana balicb was the only possible choice But he could not be 
persuaded In Baidoh, dining the neek nlien the Working Committee nas in session, 
Gandhi]! appealed to the Maulana to allow himself to be nominated But he i\as 
adamant On Sunday, Januai-y 15, hoiiciei, he came to Gandhiji caily in the 
morning and told him that it went against his grain to resist him and to ovii great 
ichef, he decided to stand for election We knew at that time that lli Patlabhi 
had been nominated by some Andhra fiicnds, and i\e kneii too (hat feubhas Jlalni 
was nominated We felt sine that both would withdraw from tlie conicsl and that 
the Maulana Saheb would be unanimously elected 

“At an informal consultation at Baidoli at one stage oi the other of which 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, fe]t Jawahailal Nchni, Balm Eajcndia Piasad, b)( 
Bhulabhai Desai, Achai’ya Kiipalani, Mahatma Gandhi and myself wcio incient not 
by design but bv accident, it was agreed that if pci chance the Maulana icmnucil 
adamant in his lesistence, accoiding to the Constitution, Dr Pittaliljj w^ (he only 
choice left, since we were clcaily of the oinnion that it was unncicusn-y' to ic elect 
bubhas Babu In oiii minds theie was never any (piestion of Leftist oi Ili^hlist 

* Let it be noted that vSubhas Balm knows that the pioccdiiic adopted for fiis 
own election last ycai was precisely the same as that which is btpng ado])tcd now 
Only at that time we had no ditRculty in persuading othci candidates to wKhdiav, 

"To icsume the thread, though Maulana balicb had consftitcd, on reaching 
Bombay his mind again became disturbed and as he thought he rsmld not shoiildci 
the biiiden of the Ingh ollice ho lushcd back to Gandhi]i to ask him to iclicio him 
Gandhiji did not feel like pressing the Maulana any fniihei What hapjened aftci,' 
the country knows It pains me to find that bubhas Dibu imputct molucs lo the 
signatoiics and the majouty of the Working CommUlcc I can only sa\' that 1 know 
of no mcmbci who wants the Fcdciition of the Go\cinincnt of Indii Act 
And aftei all, no single mcinbci, not cicn the Picsidcnt foi the tunc being of the 
Congiess, can dc- cide on such big issues It is the Congress alone that cm dciule 
and, theiefoic, the Woiking Committee collccliicly, when tlie Congress is not in 
session And even the Woiking Committee has no power to depart from the icttci oi 
sniiit of the dcclaicd jiolicy of the Congiess I wholly dissent from the now tint 
tlie President of the Congiess has any poweis of iniuating ] olicics saic by consent 
of the Woiking Committee Moic than once the Woiking Commillco has asseitcd ^ 
itself 111 the teeth of opposition of Picsiclcnfs, who, be it said to thou 
credit, have always bowcci to the will of the Woiking Committee All colleagues 
not being in Baidoli and the time being shoit, I liaio taken the libcily of 
answ Cling Bubhas Babu’s statement without lefcicncc to my colleagues, who arc 
fieo to give then own opinion 

‘Foi me, as foi those with whom I have been able to discuss the cp.cstion, the 
mattci 18 not one of poisons and principles, noi of Leftists and Kiglitisls The cole 
coiiBidciation is what is in the best intcicst of the countiy 'Jhosc who hare spoken 
had. 111 my opinion, a pcifcot right to guide the delegates I icm\c almost duly 
wires 01 letters fiom delegates for guidance and I c\ncct othei collca' ues too must 
be leccning them In the ciiciimstances, the light becomes also a dufi But Die 
guidance haiing boQii given, it is solely foi the delegates to cvcicisc Ihcir \otcs m 
the mannei tjiey think best ’’ 


* Mr Sarat Bose’s Statement 

In a Btatcmcnt issued on the 25lli Januaiy on the subject of the PicEidcntial 
election, Mi Sarat Chandra Pose, meinbei, Congiess Working Committee, siul 
' “Tlie stalciiient wbich scicn of my colleagues on tlie Working Committee 
bare issued on the subject of the election of Ibc Picsident of the Indian Nation d 
Congiess compels me to bicak my leticcncc As that statement has been giicii tlie 
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•widest publicity, I feel it is my duti, as a member of the Woiking Committee to 
give clear expression to the vieiv I hold and not to allow any sense of delicacy to 
stand m my wai I had no intimation until yesterday (January 24) morning 
that any of my colleagues propose to issue such a statement My first reaction to 
such an intimation was that no member of the Working Committee should take 
sides in a contest between colleagues I felt also that statements bv members of the 
Working Committee on that subject would accentuate differences between the two 
Wings of the Congress I entirely agiee with Bardar Patel and the other signatones 
to that statement that greater consolidation of the Congress ranks, greater toleiation 
and greater respect for one another’s opinions are necessary And it is because I 
feel that that statement offends against what they themselves have said about the 
necessity for greater consolidation of Congiess ranks, greater toleration and greater 
respect for one another’s opmions that I consider it extremely unfortunate 

“Election to the Presidential chair of the Congress is a matter to be decided 
by delegates drawn from all over India and I feel more than ever convmced that 
nothing should be said or done by members of tlie Workmg Committee which might 
mtei'fere in the slightest degree with the exercise by the delegates of their choice 
in a fiee and unfettered manner If some members of the Woiking Committee deli- 
berate in secret and then publish the result of thar debberafions with a specific recom- 
mendation in favour of a particular candidate, the system of election would be 
reduced to a mere formality It is obvious that such a recommendation really 
amounts to a- mandate which is meant to be obeyed To my mind members of the 
Woilang Committee owe to themselves and to the public not to be parties to an^- 
thing which might smack even remotely of an authontanan edict I would conclude 
this statement by releasing to the press copies of the telegrams which haie passed 
between Saidar Patel and myself on the subject ’’ 

Sardar-Sarat Bose Correspondence 


The following telegrams were exchanged between Mr Sarat Chahdra Bose and 
Saidar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Telegram fiom Bardar Vallabhbhai Patel to Mr Baiat Chandra Bose (dated Jan 
23) * “Peel Subhas Babu’s statement on Presidential election needs countei -state- 
ment from members of Workmg Committee, who feel re-election this year unncces- 
sarv Brief statement ready It says rc-elcction shall be only on excejitional cir- 
cumstances No such at present for le-election of Subhas Babu It rebuts Subhas 
Babn’s contention about Pcdeiation, etc and says programmes and pohcies are fixed 
not b^Prcsident but bv Congiess or Workmg Committee Counter-statement 
commends Dr Pattabhi for election and appeals to Subhas Babu not to diiide 
Congressmen on Presidential election Vallabhbhai” 

In reply to the above. Mi Sarat Chandra Bose wired to Sardar Patel on Jan 
24 “Eeceii'ed telecram this moiaimg Bead Maulana’s and Subhas’s statements 
during journey to Sylhet In mj view setting up of Dr Pattabhi after Maulana’s 
withdrawal undesirable Commg year more critical and exceptional from eierv 
viewnomt than 1937 Strongly feel no member of the Workmg Committee should 
take^ sides in contest between colleagues Your proposed statement would 
accentuate dissensions between Right and Left Wings, uhich should be avoideil Dr 
■PottoliVn will not inspire country’s confidence m commg fight Please do 
iirt diMde Congress Sarat Bose” 


The same day, the Sardar wired back to Blr Sarat Chandra Bose as follows 
“Annieciate your telegram Nothing but sense of duty compels issue of statement 
Difference IS not between persons but pnncijfies If contest is meiitable it will 
take place uathout bitterness and imputation of motives Re-election is held to be 
harmhil to country’s cause Vallabhbhai ’ 

Dn Tanuarv 95 Iilr Sai at Chandra Bose wired to Saidar Patel. ‘Recened 
tPle<wam last nmht ’ Morning papers publish^ statement by you and^ix members 
of Wo^n<r Committee. Propose releasing to Press this eiening copies of telegiams 

between us" Trust no objection Sarat Bose -tr n n n , 

netween^^^ replied “Ceitamlj no objection to pubhcafion Vallabhbhai 


Iifr Subhas Bose’s Statement 


On the 26th Januaiy, the Congress President, Mr Sxihhas Chandra Bose, 
issued another statement m reply to the statements made by Dr Pattabhi 
Sitaramayya and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Mr Bose said 
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“Once ngam I nm foiccd into a public control crsy by the Ftiteincnts 
of Di Pitt ibhi ind Sudii Pitcl The foimoi sub tint there Ins been 
1 umnimous desiie imong the pcojdc of South Indn in gcncnl ‘ind of Andhrn in 
pniticulii tint the next Picsident should be m Andlmite It is didictiU to bclicic 
tint Coiigiesbincn in nny put of India think in teims of pioiincnhsin IMoicoici 
I Inie bcfoie mo at the present moment tclegi ims flora Andhir Ilc'n, \olunlanlj 
abbuiing mo of support And so far as 'laniil Nadu is tonccincd, fiiends (hcio arc 
among those nho are most insistent that I should not nithdiaw fiom thcj'ronlcst 

“Sardai Patd’s si dement contains a rather damaging confcbsion lie sajs (hat 
some membcis of the "Woiking Committee held an important consult dion among 
thcnischcs and came to a ocitam decision Is it not siii prising lint ncithci the 
President nor the other mcmhcis of the Working Committee knew anj thing of this ? 
It IS clear that he rrants a President, r\ho r\ill be a mere figuichcad and a tool in 
the hands of other membcis of the Working Committee The aboro confession also 
confirms the gcncial impression that the Working Committee is re dlj eontrollcir 
by a group ruthin it and that the other members arc thcic on sutler aiice “ 

“Though the Congress resolution on Fedciation is one of nnconipiomisiiig 
hoshhtj, the fact remains that some influential Congicss Icadcis hire been idioirling 
the eonditronal acceptance of the Fedciation Scheme in pm ate ind in public Uji 
till now, there has not been the slightest desire on the part of the Rightist leadcis 
to condemn such actiritics It is no use shutting one’s ejes to the icilitj of the 
situation Can anjbody challenge the fnt thvt the belief is widely held tTi d dining 
the coming rear, a eomjnomisc Mill be ctleetcd between the Biitisli Gorernincnt and 
the Right wing of the Congress ? 'Ihrs rmpression miy be entirely onoiicons, but 
It is there all the same ami noliody can deny its cMS'cnec 

“Not only that It is also generally bchcrcd that the pi’Cfepcrtn c list of 
Ministeis for the Federation Cabinet Ins been already drawn up In the eiicilin- 
stanccs, It IS but urtural that the Left or Radical bloc in the Congress bhould feel 
so Strongly on the question of the Fedciation beheme and should dcsiic lo have 
a genuine auti-I edeiationist iii the Presidential chair The dclerniimtion of the 
Congress High Command to have a Rightist in the Chair at any cost has only 
served to make the Radical elements feel more suspicious 

“The whole tioublc has aiisen because of the attitude of the Right wing to 
wards the Presidential election Even at this long houi, if thfy nceejit an ni.ti- 
Ecdciationist Piesident, they can end this controvcisy at once and thcicby avert 
disbensions within the Congress 

“Speaking for m)scl£ I have, aheady announced in public that the ical,« issue 
IS that of Fedciation If a gcnmiie anti Fcdeiationist is accepted as the President. 
I shall gladly retire in his favour This offer, publicly announced, will stand 
till the eve of the electron ” 

Mr Bose Re elected President 

On the 29th January Mr Subhas Chandra Bose was re-elected President 
of the Indian National Congress by a majority of 203 votes The final figures 
wcie Ml Subhas Chandra Bose, 1,980 Di Pattabbi Sitaiamayya, 1,377 


The following gives the 

voting figures Province by Province 

— 


Dr Pattabhi 

Mr Subhas 

Tamil Nadu 

1&2 

UO 

Oiissa (Utkal) 

99 

41 

Burma 

6 

8 

Gujarat 

100 

5 

Punjab 

8G 

182 

Bciar (Vidaibha) 

21 

11 

Kerala 

18 

80 

Bengal 

79 

40-1 

Andhra 

ISl 

28 

United. Provinces 

183 

2G9 

Delhi 

5 

10 

Bihar 

197 

70 

Mahaiastra 

86 

77 

Assam 

92 

34 

Ajmer Meiwara 

“g 

20 

Mohakoshal 

CS 

67 

Kainatak 

41 

IOC 
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Smd 21 13 

Nngpur . 17 12 

Bombij City 14 12 

Tlie Maliatma on Bose’s Re-elecboa 

On tEe Sis'- January Mahatma Gandht issued the following statement on the 
election of Mr Sublias Bose to the Piesidentslup of the Congress ~ 

Mr Subhas Bose has achicied a decisne victorj over his opponent, Dr P.atta- 
bhi Sitaramayya I mast confess that, from the lerj beginning, I -was decidedly 
against his re-election for reasons into ivluch I need *not"go T do not subscnb'e 
to his facts or the arguments m his manifestoes I think that his references to 
his coEeagues were unjustified and unworthy Xeiertheless, I am glad of his 
victory And smce I was instrumental in inducing Dr Pittablu not to withdraw 
his name as a candidate nhen the Maulana Sahcb"^ withdien, the defeat is more 
mine than his And I am nothing if I do not represent definite principles 
and pohev Theiefore, it is plam to me that the delegates do not approve of 
the pnnciples aud policy for which I stand I rejoice lu'^this defeat 

‘‘It gives me an oppoitunity of putting into practice, what I preached in 
my article on the walk-out of a minority at the last A I C C meeting m 
Delhi Subhas Bibii, instead of bemg President on the sufferance of Oioso whom 
he calls Poghtists, is now President elected in a contested election fihis enables 
him to choose a homogeneous Cabmet and enforce his programme mthout let or 
hindrance, 

•‘There is one thing common between the majonty and the imnonty, namely, 
insistence on the internal piint-\ of the Congicss organisation My wnting m the 
Harijan have shown that the Congress is fast becoming a corrupt organisation, m 
the sen^e that its registeis cont-un a very large number of bogus members I haie 
been suggesting for the past raanv months the oveihauluig of these reaisters I 
ha\e no doubt thM many of the delegates uho have been elected on the strength of 
these bogus voters *poiilcl be unseated on scrutiny But I suggest no such clrastic 
step It t^ill be enough if the registers are purged of aU bogus i oTrs and are 
made fool-proof for the future, 

“Hie minority has no cause for being disheartened If they believe m the cur- 
rent pre^amme of the Congress, thej will find that it can be worked, whether they 
are in a minority or a majoritv, and even whether they are m the Congress or out- 
side it The only thmg that may possibly be atfected by the changes is the parlia- 
mentarvjirogramme * 

“The Mmisters have been chosen and the programme shaped bv the erstwhile 
majonty But parliamentary work is but a mmor item of the Congress programme 
Congress Mmisters have after all to live from day to day It matters little to them whe- 
ther they are recalled on an issue m which they are in agreement uith the Congress 
policv, or whether they resign because they are in disagreement with the Congr^s 

“After all, Subhas Babu is not an enemy of his country He has suffered for 
it In his opmion, his is the most forward and boldest jiohcy and programme. 
•The minonty can only vnsh it all success If they cannot beep pace with it, they 
must come out of the Congress If they can, they will add strength to the majority 
The minontv may not obstruct on anv account They must abstain, when th% 
cannot co-operate. I must remmd all Congressmen that those who being Congress- 
minded, remain outside it by design, represent it most. Those, therefore, wlio feel 
uncomfortable in bemg m the Congress, may come out, not in a spirit of ill-wxll, 
but with the dchberate purpose of rendenng more effective service.” 

\Yhat followed next is given m the words of Sj Subhas Bose m the course of 
his Presidential Address — 

“ The election was followed by sensational developments, culnn&atifig in 
the resiouation of twelve out of fifteen members of the Worbmg Committee headed 
b\ Pardar Patel, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and Mr Eajendra Prasad Another 
distmranshed and eminent member of the Worbmg Committee; Pandit hTehru, 
thou'^h he did not formally resign issued a statement which led everybody to be- 
lieve'^that he had also resiened On the eve of the Tnpun Congress, the events at 
Kajkot forced Mahatma Gandhi to undertake a vow of fa^fc unto death And then ' 
the President arrived at Tnpun a sick man ” 



The Indian National Congress 

52nd Session — Tripuri — 10th March to 12th March 1939 

hundred thousand persons attended the fifty-second session of the Indian 
National Conjjrcs'? iihich opened at G-30 p ra on the 10th JIarch 1039 in the i ist 
amjihitheatio in Vishniidatt Nagai, Tnpiui in the Central ProMncca 

The n coded hill side, using behind the leaders’ dais Mas mottled ivith tlum- 
sands of men and Momen mIio had gathered there to watch the Congress session 
The gentle slope fioni the hill towaids the iiiei Ncibndda made it an ideal site for 
a political congicgition A colossal statue of “The Auakened Peasant,” cuiMiig on 
hiB shoulders a plough, was elected on ono side of the lostium facing the audience 
On the light Mas the leaders’ dais standing twenty feet aho\e the giouncl level On 
the dais weie seated the leadcis who had resigned fiom the Working Comimttce and 
other piommcnt Congressmen 

The gathering cheered Marmlv as Pandit Nehrn escorted the members of the 
Egyptian Delegation to the dus, and seated them by the side of Khan Abdul Oaffar 
Khan and Sfaulana Ahul Kalavi Azad 

The vast area of the amphitheatre was divided into diflcicnt enclosures, Milh 
men and women volunteers standing guard The two gates opening iiijo the Amplii- 
thcatie were tastefully decorated and stood out piominentlj against the background 
of the gicca lulls beyond '' 

When Seth Govtndas announced that the ‘‘Bande Mataram” Mpilld be sung, the 
audience, numbering om tMO lakhs, stood up in pin-diop silence Even tlic people 
perched on the jutting locks did so, as the stiams of the “Bande Mataiain”,'h*mig m 
choius by eix young guls, lose up 

After Seth Govmdas had read his welcome address, ho announced that, ovNmg to 
illness, the Piesident was not able to attend the opening session He also announced 
that, in the absence of the President Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the seniorinost 
cx.- Piesident of the Oongiess, Mould take chan 

Sfaulana Azad said that Mr Bose’s condition before he left Calcutta Mas pot 
such as could have enabled him to undertake the journey, but he came to Tiipun 
against the doctors’ advice They had all hoped that his condition ,v^nld improve 
sufficiently to enable him to attend the open session, but it mss not the case Sir 
Boses doctors had advised him against attending the scsion to day To their 
regret, theiefore, they had to conduct the piocccdings without the President 
Maulana A/ad then called upon Achaija Narcndra Deo to lead the Ilindustini 
vcision of the Picsidential Addiess The English address was lead out bj Sir 
Saiat Chandra Bose 

Egyptian Delegation Welcomed 

Pandit Jawaharlal was greeted with prolonged cheers when he rose up to thank 
the Egyptian delegation The Pandit said that the delegation was there to dav 
to fulfil a long-standing piomise They had brought a message of hope to the people of 
India, "I hope,” Pandit Ndiiii said, “we will be able to send through the delegates 
a similar message to Egypt The Egyptian struggle is part of our own struggle, as 
they are fighting the same enemy as oiusclvcs, namely, Butish Impcrnlism It is 
true that conditions in India arc diffeieiit, but yet mc can benefit from cadi otiicr's 
ovpoiienccs Thcicfoio, it is a peculni pleasme foi us to meet them here to niglit 
But our great icgiet is that then great Icadci, Nahas Pasha, was un ihle to accompiny 
the delegation When I was in Egypt he had expressed his eagerness to visit India, 
and^I have no doubt that, when he is in a position to do so, he will visit India” 

Delegation Leaders Reply 

Mahmood Bey, Leader of the Delegation, emphasised in the course of reply, 
the need for unity, and said that Egypt became victorious because of unity and, 
fhercfoie, suggested that India should also adopt measmes for such unity 

“It M ns the aident desuc of our Laider and President of the Wafdist Party, 
Mohammad Nahas Pasha to attend this session of vour National Congress, but imioi- 
lant political ciicurastanccs and constitutional issues unfortunately prevented our leader 
frbm attending the Congress in person With immense pleasure I and my collca- 
guea ate in youi midst The noble mission of attending your Congress will only 
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be equalled by the great bonour of bringing to the people of India, on behalf of the 
people of Egypt, most cordial and fiatemal greetmgs and best uishes for this 
glonous country (Loud cheers and applause) 

Ladies and gentlemen the visit vre pav you, m response to vour tmd m- 
vitation, evokes m our hearts the deepest feelmgs and brings back’to our minds 
numerous characteristics common to our tuo countnes, and'' the different aspects 
that hnk us together Is it not a fact that religions and philosoiihies sprang from 
the East and combme us together ? The East has been the birth-place of religions 
uhich preach co-operation and peace, religions that set the ideals for a powerful 
life among all people and seek the welfare and happiness of all 

It was therefore no wonder, he continued, that the feehngs of the people m 
both countnes were similar, and it was no nonder that there' was resemblmce m 
leadership and movements and in the methods of struggle botneen the two coun- 
tries “It was in the year lOlS he continued, “that 'our leader Zarhlul Pasha 
shook impenahsm in Egapt and at about the sime time, the far-sighted leaderslup 
of ilahatma Gandhi began to break the chains of imperialism ih India These 
leaders and their coUeamics, with great patience and jiersistance, haie fought for the 
past so manv years Zaghlnl Pasha fell in the battle-field, an old and sick man 
Avho had withstood hardshifs Indeed he was a braie commander Nahas Pisha, 
our present leader, earned aloft the banner of Zaghlnl Detention, evile, persecution 
and threats haae neier deterred him from his objettue, and he fanalh succeeded 
His farsidhtcd leadeiship has led Egvpt from iictory to victory, winning for her the 
Treaty' of Independence and Alliance signed m August 193G, and the Treaty 
Abolishing CaiJitulations signed m Montieal in Alav 1930 

‘"Ladies and. Gentlemen, the decisive clement m the success of Egypt was 
unity No people fighting for their hbertv can afford to be disunited We * were a 
nation of Mushing and Chnstuns but Zaghlul forged iis mto a nation of Egyptians 
(Tjoud cheers and applause ) It is our umtj and leadership that secure for us 
audependence and hberty 

‘"Laches and gentlemen, the present visit, I hope, will maugurite a new eia in 
the relations of Esrpt and India, and as Mahatma Gandhi has s'aid in his telegram, 
the Msit will afford an msoluble bond between India and Egvpt Nothing will be 
more welcome to the Egvptian nation and to our Leader, Nihas Pasha, than to 
receive a Delegation of the Congress to the Wafd Congress which will meet m 
Apnl-nest I biope that this exchange of visits will mai’gurate a new era m the 
relations between the nations of the East 

‘"Before concluding, I would hke to express our great admiration at the sight 
of such huge multitudes of people commg from all parts of your immense comitry 
and representing hundreds of milhons of different rehinons and cultures ivorkmg 
hand m hand for the great cause of India and our hope that just like in Egypt, 
where Arabs and Christians merged together and fought against Impenahsm, m 
India also the people will merge together and fight foi independence ” 

The Welcome Address 

The following are extracts from the Welcome Address dehvered by Sj Seth 
Goiindas, the Chairman of the Eeception Committee — 

It was dnnng the NaCTur Congress m 1920 that the Congress Provmces were 
constituted on a linguistic basis A separate province was formed out of the Hindii- 
stam-speaking distncts and named Hindustani C P Its ancient name ‘Mahakoshal’ 
was revived durmg the Satyagraha movement of 1930, and subsequentlv it was 
approved by the Congress In its lovalty to the Congress, Mahakoshal ' claims a' 
foremost place. Its pohtical history of the last IS years can well justifv this claim 
The people of this province gave a ready response to the Non-Co-operation and the 
Civil Disobedience movements The Flag Satiagraha which ultimatelv ^succeeded 
m Nagpur was started at Jufabulpore. The Forest Satyagraha was started at the 
mstance of our provmce. 

Even in the parhamentary sphere it has no mean achievement to its credit 
During the 1923 election the Swaraj partv secured majonhes only in Bengal and the 
Central Provmces The Bengal majonty broke doivn after some 'time, but in our 
provmce no Ministry could be formed for full three years In the electron of I9"26, 
■while the other distncts of C P and Berar were earned hway bv the wave of 
Eesponsivism, Mahakoshal stdl kept the Congress Flag fiymg high- The lavish 
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praises bestoivcd upon Mabakoshal by the late Pandit Motilal Nelmi after the 
elections will, for ever, lemain a matter of piide to us If one analjscs the election 
results of 1937 and takes the figuies of Mahakoslial scpaiatelv from those of other 
parts of C P and Beiar, one will find that Mohakoshal leans all other j)ro\inccs 

There is only one reason for our success The people of this proMiicc hare 
never giren even a moment’s thought to any oiganisation other than the Congress 
Whenerei an election fight ensued it was always directly between the Congressmen 
on one side and the apologists of the British rule on the other The Hindu Rablia, 
the Kesponsivist Party, the A mbedkai Party, etc , never found a congenial soil in 
Mahakoshal The Muslim League came into existence in our province only last jeir 
We always rejoice to remember that on the eve of the feimon Commission’s visit to 
India the landholders of Mahakoshal convened a meeting and passed a unaniinoufl 
resolution to boycott the unwanted Commission All piovintcs of India have vied 
with one another in ofteimg saciifices for the freedom of the country All that we 
claim is that whatever our shortcomings in other directions, the province of Blaha- 
koshal, to which jou have allowed the privilege of welcoming jou to-day, has not 
been found wanting in its devotion to the Congress 

After the example of the Chairman of the Haiipura Congress Ecception 
Committee I had decided to wind up my speech here The situation which has 
developed in the country during the past few weeks as also the mtcinatipnal situation 
however, compel me to add a few vvoids The world is passing through a crisis 
Small or big wais have been going on in Europe and Asia, and anj dE1 a world war 
might bleak out Even if India so desiies she cannot keep wliollj "’tloof In Older 
to decide our attitude towards any such wai, we shall have to gauge the position of 
England and Fiance on one side, of Geimany and Italy on the other and of 
America and Japan on the thud After the conquest of Abjssmia bj Itah, it is oiilj 
the Arabian Sea that separates us from the new Italian Empire Again, both Italy 
and Geimany having obtained footholds in Spain, the Meditenanean loiitc is no 
longer as open to England as it had been in the past Whencvci a war breaks out, 
our armies are speedily sent out to Euiopc In case of an invasion fiom outside, 
India will have no means of defence left to her 

We aie now thieatencd with foieign invasions not only fiom tlic West but also 
fiom the East Tlie using power of Japan is as much a menace to us now ns some 
Western nations had been in the past Japan kept aloof dining the last war, bnt this 
time hei attitude seems to have changed A section of the American jness has gone 
even to the extent of asserting that Cvochoslov akia was sacrificed at Munich solely 
on account of the fear of Tapan It is lumouicd that scciet reports from Brilicli 
spies stationed in the Far East stated that as soon as England would dcclaic wai 
against Geimany over the Cvechoslov akian issue, Japan would invade Australia and 
that it was on receipt of these reports that Mr Chambcilam huiiicdlj made up Ins 
mind to see Hitler and sacrifice C/eclioslovakia The Meditenanean Sea has almost 
become an “Italian Lake” The only hope of protecting British possessions in the 
Far East lies in America’s siding in anj futuic war with England At present all 
the eflbits of England are directed towards inducing America to loin the war Eng- 
land desires that Ameriba should commit heiself to loves’s labour of protecting the 
British Empire in the East History fecoids so far no such example of altiuistic 
alliance in the world of polrtics Small wonder that at the pieseiit moment public 
opinion in Ameiica is against any sacrifice on the part of America in men and money 
for the protection of British possessions in the East 

TJndei the circumstances it is doubtful how far Biitain will be able to defend 
India She will have to defend herself, and she cannot do so until she has complete 
control over her army and her foreign policy Thus, it is obvious that the problem 
of India’s self-defence can not be separated from the bigger question of her indepeii- 
denee,. It is said that Geimanv, Japan and Itally are determined upon a war because 
they need land for then suiplus populations Considered fiom this point of view, 
India’s needs are even greater Her population is growing rapidly, but the door 
of other countries ai.e being banged against her people A large number of Indians 
have settled in foreign lands for aliout a centurj and with the sweat of their brow 
have made these pountiies fit for human habitation Even in these linds, our countrj- 
men are not allowed to live in peace and on terms of equality The question of the 
clove trade in Zanzibar was solved only jcsteiday In Kenja the Highlands can be 
acquired by the whites of any nationality but not the coloured The fact that they 
may not be British subjects is immaterial However, our countrymen, who have 
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lived there for many years and nho are also suppored to he Bnhsh subjects 
have no rights to purchase those lands England can even tolerate the talk 
of letuming Tanganyika to Germany, but declares herself poweiless to protect 
the interests of her own subjects m South and East Africa Only last year 
the Biitish Government entered into a tiade agreement on behalf of India 
■srith South Africa against the commercial interests of the country and mthout the 
consent of the Central Legislature The Mmistei for Interior in the IJnion of South 
Africa hinted only the other day at legislation for segregating Indians residing in 
Natal and Transvaal Even Ceylon, Fiji and Malaya and British Gmana contiuuonsly 
give pm pricks to onr people settled there 

Last year I saw with my own eyes the pitiable condition of our people in 
-Afnca It is there that we fully reahse the fact of our political bondage Had we 
^-been independent, we would not have tolerated this condition even for a single day 
I could understand only after visiting Africa why, after fightmg for the rights of 
Indians overseas for so many vears, Mahatma Gandhi amied at the conclusion that 
the question of Indian settlers is dependent for its solution upon the question of 
Indian independence. 

Thus, turn vherever wemav, we find ourselves faced with difiiculties At this 
junctnie what we need most is solid patriotism, political sagacity and sound leader- 
ship What a pity that at this very critical houi m onr history signs of mteinal 
strife should mamfest themselves We have begun to think of changing horses in 
midstream 

The Indian National Congress was founded for carrying on the struggle for 
freedom, and from time to time we have not hesitated to be guided bj dictators 
Even during theTenods intervenmg between vanous movements, we could not fully 
follon democratic principles Even England, known as the birth-place of democracy, 
substitutes a coalition mmistiy, on the basis of dictatorship, in times of var Our 
Congress organization can be compared with the Fascist Party of Italy, the Nazi 
Party of Gennany and the Commimist Party of Eussia, although they Lave embraced 
a lolence and we are wedded to the creed of non-violence. All the inhabitants of Italy 
aie not -Fascists, the entire Geiman public is not Nazi, neither aie aU Eussians 
Communists , yet almost all Italians, Germans and Eussians have faith in their res- 
pective parties Every Indian is not a four anna member of the Congress, yet all 
Indians are with the Conmess Mahatma Gandhi occupies the same position among 
Congressmen as that held by Mussoluu among Fascists, Hitler among Nazis and 
Stalin among Communists 

' - - The- CSnness as at present conshtuded, is the creation of Slahatma Gandhi 
Its aims-ncrfcltobjects and the means of attaming them, namely, truth and non- 
vrolettce,-*}fave been laid down by him The vanous struggles for mdependence initiat- 
ed dunng the past twenty years weie started, earned on and terminated in accoidance 
with his dictates True, the Mahatma has no specific place assigned to him m the 
■written constitution of the Congiess but he will deny that a piactice has gronn up 
to elect as the Congress Piesident the peison upon whom ilahatma Gandhi’s choice 
falls and for the President to nominate on his Working Committee mostly those 
approved by Gandliiji In brief, he has been all in all m the Congress Pandit 
Jawabarlal Nebni declared the other day in Europe that Gandhiji is even greater 
than tlie Congress The President of this year was right when he said recently that 
it would be a tragedy if he got the confidence of others but failed to win the con- 
fidence of the greatest man of India 

To-day we have assembled here under pecidiar circumstances Mahatmaji has 
declared the election of this year’s Piesident as his own defeat It is also statm that 
the new programme is to lesort to direct action once again, if necessary, after giring 
SIX months’ ultimatum to the British Gove-nment I plead ignorance of secrets, but 
as far as I am aware, Mahatma Gandhi or any of his colleagues has never expressed 
himself in favour of acceptm^ the I'ederal part of the Government of India Act If 
this position IS conceded — and I have no reason to suspect otherwise— I mpke bold to 
say that the issue before us is qmte simple A struggle against Federation is a fore- 
gone conclusion What remams for decision is the time and the manner of initiating 
Sie campaign I hope that the fight will be a non-violent one. 

Mahatma Gandhi is the Acharya of non-violence and Tmows best the teebniqufe 
of the non-violent struggle It is, therefore, naturally expected that it should be left 
to the good old teacher to decide when and how the neSt fight should be started 
As a matter of fact, the struggle is already in progress The Federation is designed 
It comprise Indian States and the British provinces The majority- of the Bntish 
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provinces are under the control of the Congress to day If I have correctly followed 
the views of the Piesident, I think his desiic is to extend the Congress regime al=o 
over the remaining proiinces Gandliiji has already started the struggle in Indian 
States The counti-y will be the gainer if, as I have stated above, the Cemgress 
secures control oier the remaining protinces and throws its full weight in the 
struggle to win the fight in Indian States I hat e not the least doubt that Jlaliatniaji 
will himself give a new turn to the struggle at the opportune moment, and what the 
President wants to-day will smely happen to-moirow 

I admiie the enthusiasm of those who are impatient to gi\e a fight In politics 
enthusiasm alone, however, does not bung success , confidence in tlie accredited leader 
and discipline are essential The strength gained by the country under the leader- 
ship of Mahatma Gandhi during the past twenty years is unprecedented in our . 
political hibtoi7 Like a tried Geneial seteral times he asked us to march forward, 
and when necessaiy he slowed down our pace, and at times cned halt Under his' 
guidance wc have not stumbled yet, and there is no reason why we should dciiatc 
fiom the path so fax followed by us 

The Presidential Address 

The following is the text of the Presidential Address of S] Suhhas Chandra 
Bose — 

“Comiade Cliairman, sister and brother delegates, — 

“I thank you fiom the bottom of my heart for the great honour a on hare 
done me by le-electing me to the Picsidential Chair of the Indian National 
Congress and also for the warm and cordial welcome you have giien me here 
at 'inpiin It is true that at my request, you have had to dispense with some 
of the pomp that is usual on such occasions — But I feel that that enfoiced step 
has not taken away one iota of the warmth and coidiallty of your reception 
and I hope that nobody will regret the curtailment of it on this occasion 

“Fnends, before I proceed any further, I shall voice your feelings by ex- 
pressing our ]oy at the success of Llahatma Gandhi’s mission to Eajkot' and the 
termination of his fast in consequence thereof Ihc whole country now feels 
happy and tremendously lelieied ^ 

“Fnends, this year promises to be an abnormal or extraordinary one in 
many ways The Presidential election this time was not of a humdrum type 
llie election was followed by sensational deielopmc — ’ ‘ , ‘lie rrsig- 

nation of twelve out of the fifteen members of the ' headed 

by Saidar Patel, hlaulana Abul Kalam Arad and h _^f)tlicr 

distinguished and eminent member of tlie Working Committee, Pandit' Nchiii 
though he did not formally resign, issued a statement which led eicrybody to 
belicie that he had also resigned On the e\e of the Tiipuii Congress, the eicnts 
at Eajkot forced Mahatma Gandhi to undertake a vow' of a fast unto death 
And then the President ainvcd at Tiipuii a sick man It will, therefore be 
in the fitness of things if the Presidential Address this year can claim to be a 
departure fiom precedent in the matter of its length 

“Fnends, you are aware that the Wafdist delegation from Egypt hare 
arrived in our midst as the guests of the Indian National Congiess Aou will 
join me in according the most hearty welcome to all of them Wc arc extiemclv 
happy that they found it possible to accept oiii imitation and make the royage 
to India We are only sorry that political exigencies in Egypt did not permit 
the President of the Wald, Mustapha Nahas Pasha, to personally lead this dele- 
gation Haring had the piirilege of knowing peisonally the President and the 
leading mcmbeis of the Wafdist Paity, my joy to-day is all the greater Once 
again I ofier them, on behalf of our countrymen, a most hearty and cordial 
welcome 

“tSince we met at Hanpura in February 1933, sereral significant cients have 
taken place In the international sphere The most import int of the«e is the 
Munich Pact of feeptembei 10 S8, which implied an abject suiiendcr to Na/i Ger- 
many on the part of the Western Powers, Fiance and Great Bntain As the 
result of this, France ceased to be a dominant power in Europe and the hcgc- 
money passed into the hands of Germany without a shot being fired In more 
recent times, the gradual collapse of the Kcpublican Government in Spain seems 
, to hare added to the ■strength and piestige of Fascist Italy and Nai'i Germany, 
The so-called Democratic Powers, Fiance and Great Britain, hare joined Italy 
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and Germany in conspiung to eliminate Sonet Eii'ssia fiom European politics 
for the time being But how long will that be possible ? And what hare Fiance 
and Great Bntam gamed by ti-jing to humiliate Eussia 

“There is no doubt that as the result of the lecent international deielop- 
ments in Euiope as well as in Asn, Biitish and Fiench inipeiialism have leceived 
a consideiable setback in the matter of strength and prestige 

“Coming to home politics, in view of my ill-health, I shall content myself nith 
referring only to a few important problems In the first place, I must give a clear 
and unequivocal expression to what I ha\e been feeling for sometimes past, namely, 
,that the time has come for us to raise the issue of &wara] and submit our National 
^ J)emand to the British Government in the form of an ultimatum The time is long 
past, when we could have adopted a passive attitude and waited for the Federal 
/Scheme to be imposed on us The problem no longer is as to when the Federal 
Scheme vill be forced down our throats 

“The problem is as to what we should do if the Federal Scheme is conveniently 
shelved for a few yeais till peace is stabilised in Euiope There is no doubt that 
once there is stable peace in Euiope whether through a Four-Pouer Pact or through 
some other means— Great Bntam with adopt a strong Empire policy The fact that 
she IS now shoving some signs of tiymg to conciliate the Aiabs as against the 
Jens in Palestine is because she is feeling herself weak in the inteinational spheie 
In my opinion, theiefoie, we should submit oui National Demand to the British 
Gpveinment in the form of an ultimatum and gne a ceitain time-limit within 
which a leply is to be expected If no reply is received within this period, oi if an 
unsatisfactoiy reply is leceiied, we should lesoit to such sanctions as we possess in 
oidei to enforce oui National Demand 

“The sanction that we possc'-s to-day is Mass Q\il Disobedience or Satyagraha 
And the British Government to-day are not in a position to face major conflict 
like an All-India Batyagiaha for a long period It grieves me to find that there are 
people in the Congress who are so pessimistic as to think that the time is not iipe 
for a major assault on British Imperialism But looking at the situation in a 
thoroughly realistic manner, I do not see the slightest giound for pessimism Witli 
the Congress m power in eight Provinces, the strength and prestige of our national 
organisation hare gone up The mass movement has made consideiable headway 
thioughoiit British India And last but not least, there is an unprecedented 
avakening in the Indian States What moie opportune moment could ve find in 
oui national history foi a final advance in tlie diiection of bvaiaj paitifeulaily 
when the inteuiitional situation is fav oui able to us ? 

‘ Speakifig , as a cold-blooded realist, I may say that all the facts of the 
piesent»-day dluation are so much to oui advantage that one should entertain the 
highest degiee of optimism If only we sink our differences, pool oui resources and 
put our full V eight in the national struggle, we can make oui attack on British 
imperialism irresistible 

“Shall ve have the political foresight to make the most of our present favoura- 
ble position or shall we miss this opportunity, which is a rare opportunity in the 
life of a nation ?” 

“I have already referred to the awakening in India and to the awakening in the 
Indian States I am definitely of the view that we should revise oui attitude ton aids 
the States as defined by the Haiipuia Congress resolution That resolution, as you 
are aware, put a ban on certain forms of activity in the States being conducted in 
the name of the Congiess Under that resolution neither Pailiamentaiy work noi 
the struggle agauist me work (?) should be earned on in the name of the Congiess , 
but since Hanpuia much has happened To-day we find that the Paiamoimt Power 
IS in league with State authorities in most places In such circumstances, should 
we of the Congiess not draw closer to the people of the States ? 

T have no doubt in my mind as to what our duty is to-day Besides lifting 
the above ban, the voik of guiding the popular movement in the States for Civil 
Liberty and Responsible Government should be conducted by the Working Commit- 
tee on a comprehensive and systematic basis The work so far dohe haS been of a 
piece-meal nature and there has baldly been any system or plan behind it But the 
time has come when the Working Committee should assume this responsibility and 
ischarge it in a comprehensive and systematic way and, if necessai-y, appoint a 
special Sub-Committee for the purpose The fullest use should be made of "the 
guidance and co-operation of Mahatma Gandhi and of the co-operatioa of the All- 
India States Peoples’ Conference • ’ 
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“I have referred earlier to the advisability of our mahing the final advance 
in the diiection of bvvaia] That will need adequate preparation In the first 
place, vve shall have to take steps to ruthlessly remove whatever corruption or 
weakness has enteicd in our lanks, largely due to the luie of power Next, wo 
shall have to woik in close co opeiation with all anti-impciialist oiganisations m 
the countiy — particularly the Kisan movement and the Trade Union movcmciit-v 
All the radical elements m the counti-y must work m close harmonj and co- 
operation and efforts of all anti-impeinlist oiganisations must converge in the 
direction of a final assault on Biitish imperialism 

“Enends, to-day the atmosphere within the Congress is clouded and dis- , 
sensions have appeared Many of our friends are conscqiicntlv feeling dcpicbspd- i 
and dispirited But I am incoiiigible optimist Hie cloud that vou see to daj 
IS a passing one I have faith in the patriotism of my counti-jmcn I am 'sura 
that, before long, vve shall be able to tide over the present difliculties and restore 
unity within oui ranks 

“A somewhat similai situation had arisen at the time of the Gava Congress 
in 1923 and thcicattei, when Deshbandhu Uas and Bandit Idotilal Nchiu of hallow cil 
memoiy staitcd the feavvia] Baity May the spiiit of m> laic Gum, of the revered 
IMotilal and of the other great sons ot India inspiic us in the picscnt ciisis, and 
Mahatma Gandhi, who is still with us, guide and assist oui nation and help the 
Congress out of the present tangle— this is my eaincst piajci Y inde Matarim ” 

Proceedings and Resolutions 

Second Day — ^Tripuri — 11th March 1939 

Upioaiious scenes maiked to-day’s proceedings of the session j\Ii M S Auci/ 
moved that, in view of the alairaing stitc of the Bicsuknt’s health, the 
consideration of the resolution on the claiification of tlio misiiiidcistand- 
ing that had aiisen out of the Biesidential election, should be rgfciicd to the A I 
C C for disposal at some future date 

This was pcctcd by loud shouts of “no, no” from a section of the delegates 
and the piocceaiiigs were mteiiuiitcd foi a few minutes 

Ml Aney, who was constantly inteiiupted stated tliat it was not nccc'sarj 
foi him to make any specL-h at all They hid listened to the condition of healtli 
ot the Biesident and he was suic that they would caiiy his motiop unanimou'^j,;^ 
(Shouts of “no” and “withdiavv the lesolutioii” flora a section of tho,'llonsc) 

Bandit G B Pant, sieaking next, explained that j\Ii Anej’s rcsdlntion sought 
to lefei the first resolution passed, by the Subjects Committee to the AIT ImlM Con- 
giess Committee The delegates might recall that the lesoliition icfeiied to state- 
ments made dining the Biesidential election The delegates had the fullest authoritv 
to decide whether the matter should be discussed iii the open session now or be 
lefeiied to the All-India Congress Committee for disposal So far as he himself 
was concerned, he was in agieemeiit with Mi Anej’s proposal Everjone was, at 
present, anxious about the Easti apathi’s health and everyone was anxious that he 
should recover as soon as possible If Mi Alley’s proposal was accepted, it was 
possible to remove the Brcsident immediately to the hospital at Jubbulpui (renewed 
shouts of “no, no” and “withdraw the lesolution” flora a section of the 
Iloiise) It was also the wish of all leadeis, said Bandit Bant, that tlie 
icsolution should be lefeiied to the All-India Congiess Committee and not 
discussed in the open session 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad then put the motion to the House and aflci count- 
ing hands twice, declared Mi Ancy’s proposal earned bv a clcai nnjonlj, 
Bengal delegates voting against it This was the signal for uproarious scenes 

Following the declaration of the lesult of voting on Mr Ancy’i proposal, there 
were repeated shouts of “no, no, withdiavv” fiom a section of the House which 
were more oi less confined to tbe Bengal delegates’ enclosure The uproar increased 
in vigour and within a few minutes, that section of the delegates and some visitors 
found then wa> into the open gangway in fiont of the rostrum 

“Inqmlab Zindabad”, Saiat Chandia Bose-ki-Jai”, “Subhas Babu-ki-Jai” and 
Such other slogans were raised by the crowd that had gathered and continued to 
rend the air as Mi Jawaharlal Nehru stood up to explain that if they demanded 
a poll on Ml Aney’s proposal, it could be done only to-moirow in tlie Subjects 
Committee pandal His voice was drowned in the uproar but still he persisted 
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Other leideis came on the rostrum and hurried consultations were held But 
the crowd continued to shout and evcrytime Mr Nehru attempted to speak, there 
■were renewed shouts, making it impossible for him to proceed The vast 
gathering outside and those gatheied in fiont of the rostrum were, howevei, sitting 
in peifect order 

The impasse continued for over an hour, Mr Jawaharlal Nehru all the while 
standing in front of the microphone He bowed more than once in appeal to the 
ciowd to listen to him but they did not respond and continued to stand and 
shout, some shaking their clenched fists at him 

> At last, Sir Sarat Bose came to the microphone and asked the ciowd 
to sit down, which they did and later, on his appenl went back to the enclosuie 
]Mr ‘Nehiii again came to the microphone and, amidst confusion again, started to 
addi'ess the gathering 

Mr Jatuaharlal Nehru, whose patience appeared to be nearly exhausted, was 
hcatd talking to Mr vSaiat Bose excitedly Mi Nehiii peisisted in addiessing the 
gathering and, after a few minutes, appeared to have got control orei the situation 
The uproar subsided gradually and excepting foi occasional inteiiuptions the entiie 
audience settled down 

After a few minirteg, there was complete order, and in peifect silence, the vast 
gathering heard one of the most impassioned and feeling speeches fiom Mi 
Jawaharlal Nehru, whose voice was faltering and who was bumming orei with feel- 
ing He m'ade a supreme appeal for discipline and chastised the recalcitiant dele- 
gates, repeatedly reminding them that they had done the greatest injui-j to the 
Congress by their exhibition of temper and indiscipline 

Mr Nehru spoke in^ all for about forty -five minutes, both in Hindustani and 
English He said^ “I am afraid I hare tried the patience of the House for a long 
time now I did not come here to make a speech or discuss tins or that 
question I simply came here to explain the position which the President 
wanted me to explain You will remember that votes were taken on Mr 
Aney’s resolution tlnd Maulana Saheb had declared that it had been passed 
There was some protest from a certain section of the House and 
there was a good deal of shouting The President was clear in his mind as 

to the result and 1 came to tell you that, if you desire to have a division, 

,ceitaiply ^ere will be a division Every facility would be gnen, so that there 
"wtiiijdtRe no doubt as to how many voted on this side and how many on the other 
•r'i came here only to tell you that As it was inconvenient to have a division here, 
the delegates- iveie mixed up with visitors, it was desirable to arrange the voting 
to-take place in the Subjects Committee pandal either to-night or to-morrow 1 
was asked to convey this to you and I came to the microphone For some reason, 
which L have not been able to fathom, a section of the House started that uproar 
I do dotjknow whether I have offended you, or you felt that I have offended you 
It IS a great grief to me to see such a sight 

‘May I add a few words? We have heard for a long time about certain 
indiscipline in the Congress and Mahatma Gandhi has been writing about it In 

fact, to-day in the Subjects Committee we talked about this question It is obnoiis 

that the Congress could function only if it is an efficient and disciplined organisation 
We talk and we think of the great struggle before us, the great struggle that is 
developing in India Some of us think in terms of an earlier struggle, some 
perhaps of a struggle at a later date But all of us think in terms of the great 
struggle ahead We are growing stronger day by day This organisation is growing 
and it IS stronger to-day than what it has ever been (Cheers from a large section 
of the audience ) Evei 7 thing depends upon you and I and all of us who are tied 
together by the Congress ” 

Proceeding, Mr Jawaharlal Nehru referred to disunity and commmial 
disturbances, particularly in his province, and said that it was the communal 
question which stood in the way of India’s independence ‘ Are we to start now 
within our own ranks, within our own organisation, this kind of mutual conflict?” 
he asked “I shudder to thmk what the consequence would be ” 

"If you read the articles which Gandhiji has written during the last month, 
you will see a certain agony of soul in it You will notice the pain in them 
You may agree or disagree with what Gandhiji had written, but Gandhiji writes 
from his heart Why is it so ? Because he is to-day fully conscious of the coming 
struggle He is preparmg for it He wants the Congress and the country to be 
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ready for it When he sees that we indulge in tall talks and that indiscipline 
spreads, his oiin instrument is getting rusty and he feels for it Ue talks about 
corruption and indiscipline, because the time is aery near nhen I and jou mil be 
put to the test (feubdued cheeis and clapping) therefore, it is time to be united 
and disciplined It is a grievous sight, a painful sight to sec some of onr comrades 
shouting and eoming out of their enclosures Ihe vei-y same people have to 
march with us, shouldei to shoulder, and have to prepare foi the stingglc It uas 
a painful sight , yet I tell jou that in my heart, I uelcomo it most ” 

Ml Nehru appeared to be overcome uith emotion at this stage and his 
voice faltered He said “Aftei all many of us present heie hai e de\ otal a 1 irge 
portion of oui lives to the scivice of this great organisation and we ha^e liccii 
uoiking shoulder to shouldei all these yeais Duiing all these jears, this is the 
fiist time I haae witnessed such a scene Dming moic than a quaiter of a ccnliiiv-*- 
and I am sine there are many otheis uhose sen ice to the countrj and fhc 
Congiess are much longer than mine and they haae sened moie than uliat I haic 
done— I do not knou how many of you remembei such a scene Dining the last 
tnenty-six jeais, I have attended the Indian National Congiess year aftci jear, 
I have never seen such a scene, though I have seen manj strange things 


“I beg of you to understand the true implications of uhat has happened. 
It does not matter, if it is a small thing or a big one We all get c\cifcd I too 
get excited very often I feel sony foi it aftcniaids I apologise for it iftcniards 
I know my own weakness We have got to take a lesson fiom such happcningb 
and incidents The mam thing is this We have to Icain a lesion from this, 
incident We should not allow such things to happen again If we hive fiillv 
lealised that this kind of thing docs neiken the Congiess and if we have learned tint 
lesson, it IS well Othcivvise all oui talk, all our struggle for the past so many 
yens will be a vain attempt 

Mr Jawahailal Nehiu’a speech in English (icportcd above) vvis preceded hv n 
Hindustani speech Coming immediately after the upioaiions scenes, Mr Nchni 
was speaking with excitement and de^laied that a couple of hunaicd icojdc could 
not have pievcntcd him fiom speaking even if he had to wait till toinonow 
morning “I will be befoie jou until I am able to say what I have got to sij‘ 
You can continue to shout if vou like You know how thinp pi wed l)c''oic the 
Congress aic decided by a majoutj The question before the 1 louse w is decided by 
such a majonty and a handful of delegates cannot tij to slop the iiroicediugB *-aflcr.. 
the raajoiity had given Its veidict 'Ihis is not demociacj This is goondaism 
This is Fascism TIus is neithei feociahsin noi Democracy (Loud cdiecrs from all 
ovci the amphitheatie) Waimuig up, Mi Nehiu dcclaicd, “A 1 ikh of people were' 
waiting and wasting then time foi the proceedings to go on, but hafdlj fiftj" or 
bundled people pievented the piooccdings ” - 


In a mddei tone, Mr Nehiu pioceedcd to explain whj he wanted to speak 
All that he wanted to convey was that in response to the <nemands bv a certain 
section of the House, Maulana Avad had decided to permit v oting to take place in 
the Subjects Committee pandal to-moiiovv Mr Nehiu added that so manv 
pioposals were made duiing the discussion jesterdaj befoic the Subjects Committee 
for intensifying oui stiuggle “You talked of six months’ ultimatum You talked 
of mtensifjing the stiuggle If vve aie to succeed if we arc to translate onr words 
into action, it cannot be done with an indiseiplincd mob behind ns It would not 
be possible to fight Biitish Impenalism with the stiength of a mob’ (llincmg and 
piolonged checis) Pioceeding, Mi Nehru said that possiblj bj now, some of those 
who had paiticipitcd in the upioar vvcie legietting it It was possible tint thev hid 
been misled Continuing, Mi Nehiu said “If I have ii‘=cn to mj prcsciit heights, 
It is cntiicly due to jou If jou want, jou can jiull me down It is m vour hinds 
to do so Gieatucss rcallj comes fiom service and not bv jiersonal coiisidentions 
The oigaiusation is gieater than personalities” Mi Nclnu then jirocecded to speik 
in English, aftei winch Mi Anetj sought the leave of the House to wilhdiav, his 
proposition 

Fandtt G B Pant said that he had agreed to Mr Anev’s proposition in 
the picscnt cncumstanccs hlr feubhas Bose was scnouslj ill and his (the speaker’s) 
I'csolution could not be discussed in a pioper atmosphere Ho was also told that 
the Bengal delegates would welcome his agreeing to the proiiosition and it was 
with a view to please them and not to avoid a voting that he had agreed to its 
being referred to the A I C C If the Bengal delegates wanted a discussion, he 
had no objection 
42 
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Mr M S Amy then lose to \nthdiaw his lesolution He said, “I am befoie 
you to ask youi peimission to withdraw the lesolution which I moied a shoit while 
ago In doing so, I -nish to make a biief statement I felt that something should 
be done to put a stop to the discussion of the lesolution in uhich the President 
diiectly 01 indiiectly was coneerned I felt that m the present sta^e of health of the 
President, -ue should not discuss this lesolution Iheiefore, I sugcested that the 
matter be referred to the A I C C and I must make it clear thatlfche suggestion 
■uas my own I did not consult any of my Bengal fnends I made this suggestion 
after a good deal of consideration and some of the leadeis concerned readily agreed 
to it I came forward to get it approved by you My mam object was to give 
satisfaction to oui Bengal friends in particular and others who are interested in the 
health of the President I made this endeavour and in vieu of the opposition to my 
resolufron from some of our comrades and m view of the distuibed conditions I 
think -it IS propel that I should uithdraw this resolution As the resolution has 
alieacly been declared carried by the President, I have to request you, delegates, to 
allon me to withdraw it I have, no doubt, that you realise the need for my nith- 
diamng it Once I withdraw this resolution, the situation will ease and the piocee- 
dings can go on ” 

Mr Aney s request foi withdianal of the lesolufion was put to the House and 
earned Theieaftei, resolutions welcoming the Egrptian delegation and expressing 
sympathy with China neie put from the Chaii and passed The Chair also moied a 
condolence resolution (passed eailier by the Subjects Committee) and this was passed 

The NaLonal Demand 

Mr, Jat'Prakash Naratn then mo\ed the resolution on the National Demand 

Mr J'’i Prakash Naiaiii said that it was a most rital resolution and lefeiied to 
the Independeu(-e resolution passed at the Lahoie Congress The goal of indepen- 
denee w’s far anay but the struggle of 1930-31 had taken India a good deal fornaid 
and Congiess Sliiiistnes had helped them to oiganise and uplift workers and 
peasants ‘ We aie, honeiei, connneed that the Fcdeial jiait of the Constitution 
contained in the Goreinmeut of Iiicha Act, 1935, docs not part nith any rital powers 
Therefoio, ne have declaied that any attempt to impose this Federal scheme on 
Incha will meet with deteimined opposition Ihc hedeial scheme is only one aspect 
nf the question The biggei and fundamental question is how to um freedom and 
Syraraj for India Hence this resolution ” 

^Tfie speaker lefeiied to the awakening among the people in the Indian States 
' and said that they were confident that in any futnie struggle for freedom, one-thud 
-^of the Imlians An mg m the Indian States noald fight, shoiildei to shoulder, with 
areii brethren ifl British Incha The speikoi asserted that no struggle could be 
sofccessful until and imless the Congiess nas united 

-Continuing, Mr Narain refened to the upioaiious scenes in the House eailier 
and said that the dinnonstiation shoned the ne<ikest link m the chain “It makes 
me habg clown my^ead m shame, iiaiticulaily in new of the fact that ne ha\e 
some pi eminent visitors from Egrpt amongst us this evening What is the impres- 
sion they will cany about us with them / The clemonstiatois are neithei true to 
the Congiess nor to the countiy I am confident that nith a will to stien^then 
oiiisehes we shall be able to eliminate such peisons from the Congiess A dillcr- 
ence in principle cannot be settled by a show of fists On behalf of the Sotia- 
lists and Communists, I be^ of you, beg of the President, Maulana Azad and Mi, 
Jawaharlal Nehru to pardon us foi this ereumg’s unruly’ and undemocratic 
demonstrations ” 

Acharya Narendia Dev, seconding the resolution, said that the object of the 
resolution yasto piepare the country for the stiuggle for freedom, but freedom could 
rot, bower er, be won yrthout unity He deeply deplored the evenmg’s happenings 
and said that the demonstiatois should have considered the presence of the Egrjrtian 
Delegation among them unless this unruly and indiscijrlmed element was eliimnat- 
ed, he asserted that there was no chance of success for them They must oiganise 
tliemselres in putting their hot se m order He emjhasised the need for them to 
look into their ycaknesses and remedy tiiem immediately as otherwise the poner and 
position that the Congress had attained yould be undermined and destroy ed 

Sir Sarat Bose, opposing the resolution, said that it had been his desire to 
send amendments to the lesoluuon, but hrs preoccupation rnfh the President’s illness 
prevented him from doing so He had also not expected the resolution to come 
up to-night and hence he had not been able to mor e the amendments he wanted to 
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"This icsolution cont^lns nothing but ivoids ineffective iiouls, uhidi do not 
Hy doiin any plan of action, words which do not giit, oui iico.'Ie anj lead added 
Ml Bose “The fiist four paiagiaphb of the resolution icpeatcct wlnt we Inic been 
saving in eiciy session dining the last few jeais and also at e\en' meeting of the 
Woiking Commitiee and the All India Congicss Committee” 

Ml feaiat Bose expected the fiameib of the icsolution to realise that the lime 
had come to give a definite lead to the people but he had to confess that his txj cit i- 
tions had been iiidclj shaken 'Dojou want to postpone this stnipvle till all 
the people aie united ? If that is what the icsolution means, it will be nioic 
honest to say, ‘Let us abandon oui fight’ Let us not dccenc our people” 

Mr Sarat Bose, continuing, said that self deteimination for a pco) Ic was rhe 
unneisally accepted piinuple in the modem woild This piiiitijilc had been 
applied in the case of many countiics and the map of the woild had _plnngc(i 
coiisideiably since 1918 and jet the application of this piiiici])le had been denied 
to India With its hoaiy civilisation, with its distinct culture and tiaditions ind 
its fundamental unity, India had been denied this light The Goicrnmenf of 
India Act was a negation of this piinuple 

Ml Saiat Bose continued “It is time we ask the Biitish Goicinmcnt in no 
unceitam teims whethei they aie piepaicd to concede the ]}iin<i[lc of sclf- 
deteimination to India In oidei to enable them to gue us a categoiical icfih 
to oui demands, we should fix a time limit so that we maj be able to considci 
the question at the next session of the Congicss It would be bcttci to pne '=i\ 
months’ time but it may be e\cn one jcai, as we will be meeting only nevt \cai 
Having rcgaid to the fact that the Congicss is m powei in eight piownccs, hiiung 
regaid to the fact that the States’ subjects aie dcfinilelj moiiiig towaids 
lesponsible goieinment and cuil libeities and haiiiig ie,,aid loathe intcrintion d 
situation, I haic no doubt that tie icsult will be olnious, A tieaty will hate to 
be diawn up between the Biitish Goieinmcnt and the Congic's If the icpli 
18 unsatisfiotoiy oi inadequate oi no icply is icceued, it is my humble snbmissipii 
that the Congiess should then icsoit to such sanction as it can nhpose” 

Ml Saiat Bose suggested that the Congiess should fake tli6 nccessan sfej's, ^ 
both in pailiamentaiy as well as extia-pailiainentaiy affaiis - and jnej are ric' 
country foi “the light” The Congicss Mimstiics in Die eight pioiinces could 
cieate a deadlock “Lo jou think that the Biiiish administration can go on m 
India if the eight IToiincnl Goieinmeiits lesign ? If the Congicss 
resign, naturally noii-Congicss pioiinces also will ha\e to follow snit and ^ipauh-. 
abreast with us in oui attack on British Impciialism ” Mi Bo'e asked, in 
conclusion, if they weic not adopting a policy of diift bj passing, this rcsolutioiC ' 
“If we do not adopt a film line of action, we shall be betrajing our people aiur' 
will be accused of betiajing the cause of the countiy ” * - 

Mr Bharadwaj supported the resolution jNIr A if Azad supporting the reso- 
lution, said that the joungei section in the Congicss was ready to take oiimis 

Ml Jawaharlal Nehru speaking next, said that the lesoliitioii has been iimm- 
mously passed by the Subjects Committee He was, therefoie, surpiiscd to ftiid 
ojipobition to the resolution fiom Mr foaiat Bose He could not undcistand Mi 
Bose’s opposition hli Bose had said Biat the resolution contained nothing 
but wolds Ml Nehiu wanted to know what hli Bose’s own amendment 
contained except empty words The language used bj Mi Bose was one 
W'hich India was accustomed to use twenty years ago 

Mr Nehru held that they could not escape the struggle e\en if thej desired 
It, but he was opposed to the ultimatum tactics suggested by Mi Sarat Bose In 
tlie first place, they would be deeening thcmseUcs if they thought that they could 
win then fieedom fiora the Biitish Goieinment bv using bombastic phrases and 
words Then again, the ultimatum idea would gne a chance to the encmj to 
pieparc himself As foi Mi Saiat Bose’s contention that the Congress Goicrnmcnls 
should cieate deadlocks. Mi Nehiu said that deadlocks could help the Congress 
to some extent, Iiut they could not eeitainlj sohe their main problem of winning 
the fieedom of the coimtry 

Mr Jaiprakash Narain, rcpljing to the debate, eaid that Jlr Sarat Bo=os 
•opposition was like a stab from behind Mr Narain alluded the plan of action 
loiTiiulated by mutual consent with hir Sarat Bose and said that the idea of 
incorj oiating an ultimatum clause had been deleted from that plan 

Mr Sara( Bose, inteiicning, denied lining agreed (o delete the ultiniatuni 
clause The icsolution was passed bj an oierwhelming majority 
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“Corrnption” in Elecfaons 

Mr Sn Frakasa, thereafter, moved his lesolution on “corruption”, irhich 
was passed by the Subjects Committee this morning He pointed out how recently 
theie had been many leports of bogus membeiships at Congress elections and 
other malpractices Thej could not prepare the coimtiy for a struggle unless they 
were united and organised Pundit Nekhtram Shai ma seconded the lesolution, 
which lias earned unanimously The proceedings then terminated 

Third Day — ^Tnpnn— 12th March 1939 

Faith in Mahatma Gandhi 
r 

The thud day’s session of the Congress was resumed at 9 a m to-day in the 
Subjects Committee pandal Maulana Abul Kalam Azad presided Only delegates 
and the Piess weie admitted Elaborate arrangements had been made to prevent 
a repetition of last night’s uproanous scenes Strong volunteer forees weie 
stationed all round and inside the pandal to maintain order The delegates were 
seated m separate enclosuies according to provinces 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant formally moved his resolution He said that 
after what had happened yesterday, he had no heait to speak and therefore 
requested the House to pass it The following is the text of the lesolution 

“The Congress declares its firm adherence to the fundamental pohcies of the 
Congress which have goieined its programme in the past twenty years under the 
guidance of Mahatma Gandhi and is definitely of the opinion that there should 
be no break m these policies, and that these should contmue to govern the Congress 
programme in the future. 

“The Congress expresses its confidence m the work of the Workmg Committee 
which functioned during last year, and regrets that any aspersions should have 
been cast against any of its members 

“In view of the entical situation that may develop during the coming year 
and in view of the fact that Mahatma Gandhi alone can lead the Congress and 
the country to victoi'y during such a crisis, the Congress legaids it as impeiative 
that the Executive Authority of the Congress should command his implicit 
confidepce^ and requests the President to nominate the Workmg Committee for the 
ensuing year in, accordance with the wishes of Gandhiji ” 

rtT Dr, <iadgil scended the resolution with a speech 

Mr ' K F Nariman mo\ed that in view of the alarmmg state of the 
President’s drealth, the consideration of Pandit Pant’s resolution be postponed till 
the President was in a fit condition to attend the meeting (cries ot “no, no” and 
counter cries) Mr Nanman asked the delegates not to be swayed either by political 
or jfarty considerations He appealed to the delegates on considerations of humanity 
not to proceed with the resolution m the absence of the President who had come 
all the way to Tiipun risking his life desjiite the advice of his doctors The 
resolution in question diiectly concerned the President, and it was hmhly improper 
to debate it m his absence, particularly when he was seriously ill While deploiing 
last night’s demonstrations, ili Naiiman asked the House if it was right because 
a few Orel -enthusiastic people with mistaken notions staged demonstrations that 
they should discuss this resolution Mr Naiiman, m conclusion, sard that he did 
not want the resolution to be shelved, but desiied only that the consideration of the 
resolution must be postponed He appealed to the House to consider his 
proposition dispassionately (cues of “no, no”) 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad said that he had admitted Sir Nariman’s 
proposition and would put it to the vote of the House He did not consider it 
necessary to have any discussion on Sir Nanman’s proposition 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant said that some people had asked him what 
his view was on Sir, Nariman’s motion He wanted to make it clear that he was 
definitely opposed to it as it would serve no useful purpose 

Sir Narimans motion was then put to the vote and, on a show of hands, it 
was declared lost 

Sardar Sardul Singh moved an amendment seeking the deletion of the 
portion relating to “aspersions” and m the last paragraph, wantmg to substitute 
the words “Slahatma Gandhi’s guidance and co-opeiation as m the past” mstead 
of the words in the origmal resolution as passed by the Subjects Committee. 
The Sardar said that the re-election of Sir Subhas Chandra Bose as the 
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Congiess President was not a vote of censure against members of (lie 
Woiking Committee In his opinion, there could ha\e been no better 'W orbing 
Committee The resolution now before the House t\as tantamount to a lotc of 
censuie on the delegates vho loted for the re-election of Mi Bubhas Chandia Bose 
as the Congress Piesident ag inst the wishes of some members of the Working 
Committee 'Jhe speaker had no douht that Mahatma Gandhi was abo\c imrlics 
and biekeiings and he did not want this resolution He had also no doubt that 
Mahatma Gandhi could continue to give his guidance and co-opcration c\cii 
without this resolution This was an attempt to exploit the name of Jlalntnia 
Gandhi It was an injustice to Mahatma Oandln to use his name and e\])loit it jn 
this mannei (Cues of “No, no”) The Woiking Committee could not lose ,sight 
of the fact that as much as one-thud of the total strength of the Bubjocts 
Committee has lotcd against it Formerly, those who differed from the ,^oikiiig 
Committee were not moie than thiity If they peisistcd in then present ilttcmpt, 
it would mean dividing the Congiess into two sections which would not be jn the 
inteiests of the country and the Congiess 

Mr Bharadwaj moved an amendment, seeking the deletion of the paragraph 
relating to “aspeisions” He maintained that the resolution had hecn conceived in 
a partisan spirit and meant an indiiect vote of censure on the President lie 
asked the leaders to take note of the growing discontent among the lank and file 
in the Congiess, particularly after the acceptance of ollice and warned them 
agamst aggravating this feeling of discontent Yesteidav’s demonstrations clcarlv 
showed that theie weie people in the Congress who were neither Leftists iioi 
Rightists They had made then entry into the Congiess somehow or otlici He 
condemned yesteiday’s demonstiations and upioaiious scenes and decl ired that 
his group would do its utmost to prevent such demonstiations in futuie “Our 
position IS veiy diflicult because we cannot be a paity to such demonstrations and 
jet the Rightists would not listen to them,” The amendment aimed at uniting 
them all togethei Mi Bbaiadwaj added “We aie prepared to accept the cl lu'-c 
relating to the Working Committee being nominated with the appfoval of Malmtma 
Gandlii, but our request is that this clause relating to aspeisions should be 
omitted ” 

Ml Nariman moved an amendment stating that the Working Committee 
should be appointed in consultation with Mahatma Gandlii and not with the 
appioval ot Mahatma Gandhi, as had been suggested in the lesohrtion He did 
not want to make a speech but would lequcst the House to pass hrs amendment » 

Ml J2 K Stdhwa moved an amendment seeking to add to the aspeision 
clause the words “aspeisions cast by any section of the public” The speaker' 
said that excepting for this he was in whole-hcaited agieemcnt with the, 
lesolution His amendment had become necessai^ in view of the Piesidgat’s 
declaration that he nevei doubted the bonafides of any of his colleagues on tlie 
Working Committee His name having thus been eliminated it was poecs^ary to 
add the words suggested by him . ' ^ 

Mr Bhayangarachartar (an ex-Andaman psisoner) moved an amtindment 
seeking deletion of the woids lelating to “aspeisions” 

JSfaulana Nuruddin Behan, m his amendment, sought that the pohej of 
the Congiess and its piogramme should be based on democratic principle^, and 
that the Congiess organisation should not become a tool in the hands of one 
single mdividual “We have full confidence in Mahatma Gandhi but not in those 
who have been woiking out his policy, because these are suriounded by self-seekers ” 

Maulana Azad then announced that the amendments given notice of bv Dr 
Lohia and Mr Achut Patwardhan weie not being moved as Uie movers did not 
want to move them He had however, accepted the lequisition sent bv Iilr 
L K Moitra and 22 others that these amendments must be allowed to be moved 
by someone else Mi L K Moitra then moved for the deletion of the paragraph 
relating to “aspersions ” 

Mr Moitra deploied the “unfortunate demonstration yesterday ” As a result 
of this, the House was in a desperate mood But he would like to remind them 
that the demonstration was the result of the serious condition of the Congress 
Piesident’s health But to-day the atmosphere was better He said, “If you 
cany this resolution without the amendment suggested by me, you will be ceiisunng 
the President whom j on j ourselves have elected” (cnes of “no, no”) It had been 
stated, the speaker continued, that the election of Mr Bubhas Bose would be 
detrimental to the interests of the country Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant had 
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tried to e-q-jlain awaT this statement- The President, despite his illness, h-'d 
attends the Subjects Committee and made a statement expressins: the new that he 
never doubted the Lana fides of any of his colleaeues on the Working Committee 
After that statement, there was no room for this resolution If ther passed this 
resolution at this cntical juncture, they uould do great harm to the rause tha^ was 
dear to them all 2>ir Jloifra maintained that the last rarauxaph of the resolution 
went against the constitution and that it could not be diseussed without amending 
the constitution He had himself thought of raisintr a point of order and he 
desired to emphasise that point now He submitted that thev should part in 
mutual trust and fnendship If this resolution was passed, a section of the 
delegates would go back with the impression that a no-confidence motion against 
- the President whom the'v had ele< ted had been forced through the backdoor 
Jlr Moitra moved another amendment suggesting that in tne thir d parauraph 
the following words be added “for which we have to prepare the coantrT”"'after 
the words ‘•coming year ” 

' ZIr Jat Prolash Karain said that he wanted to make a statement on behalf 
of the Congress Socialist Party ‘•Onr Party voted for 3Ir Subhas Chandra Bose, 
but from the very heaannmg we had made* it clear that our vote did not mean a 
settling of the issues between the Kightisfs and the Leftists We voted for Zlr 
Subhas Chandra Bose, because c\e jrrferred him to the other candidate, namely, 
Dr Pattabhi We then neier expected that it would lead to a schism in the Con- 
gress Our Party docs not and will not participate in this quarrel I am convinced 
that this could have been averted- We tried our best to prevent it We failed and we 
were disappomted ” 3Ir _Xaram then detailed their efforts for a settlement and how 
they f uled and said “We went to 3Ir Subhas Chandra Bose and requested him to 
Ksue a statement cleanng the position 31r Subhas Chandra Bose agreed, but the 
statement he mhde was not sati=factory Coming to Tnpun, ue approached the 
other side and discussed with them how a settlement could be effected. Here also 
our attempt prewed abortive. We believed that unless the nest Working Committee 
■na§ appomted m accordance with the wishes of Hahatma Gandhi it will not be 
p^ible to maintain unity in the Congress ’ 

-'^r,iJaiprakash Xaram continued “There are things said m the resolution with 
which we- cannot" agree. If onlj both sides had co-operated with us, it would have 
been p-oSsxhle to bnug about a settlement I do not wish to participate m this quarrel 
*,:&id therefore, we liave decided to remain neutral in the voting on this resolution ’ 

> 3If JT 5 Ancy opposing the resolution, deplored that all earnest efforts to 
avoid a discussion on this resolution at a time when the President was ill had 
faded, and the resolution had been brought before the open session He did not 
, blame anyone particularly for that But it was unfortunate. 

Pefemng to the resolution, Sir Aney said that he did not see how it was 
necessary If it was only to clear misunderstanding, there was no need to bring in 
the question of t^licy and programme. It was not p/ossible to hide the fact that the 
rescfiunon'hri&lntd difiidence m the President Despite what ilr Piajagopalachan had 
saiii 'the 'speaker could not agree that the resolution did not amount to a vote of 
no-confidence in the President*' Viewing the resolution purely from a constitutional 
point of new, Mr Aney said that even if it was technically in order, it certainly 
went against the spmt of the Congress constitution which gave the Congress Presi- 
dent complete power to nominate his Committee. The Congress constitution never 
intended that the President should be a mere figure-head notwithstanding what 
some members of the Working Committee had said in their statement on the eve 
of the Presidential election It was the Presidents business to form the Cabinet 
In -which he had confidence to guide the Congress As long as any attempt was 
pride to restrict this power of the President in nominating his own Woriing Com- 
toittee, he had no doubt that this action went agamst the spirit of the consatuhon 
He' appealed to the House not to stultify itself by passing the resolution- 

Mr Banlim Zfulherjea, opposing the resolution, said that the statement made 
by Mr Subhas Chandra Bose clearly showed that his election had nothing to do 
with the policy and programme of the Congress They had assembled to-day to dis- 
cuss the important issues facing the country It was unfortunate that those im- 
portant issues were being shelved The most important issue was Pederatioa and 
how to oppose it 3Ir Mukherjee wanted to know if it was proper and keeping 
with the dugnitj of the the Congress to get this resolution expressing confidence in 
Mahatma Gandhi passed fay a sixty per cent majonty How much better xt would 
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ha^e been if the leaders had come to aCTcement among themselves ? In Ins opinion, 
the resolution went agamst the spirit or truth and non-iiolence 

Mr Niharendu Dutt Mazumdar, opposing the resolution, said that the House vas 
■wasting its time in discussing a resolution -nhich should ne\er ha\e been brought 
fonvard It only showed lack of confidence and tiust He rcfcrrrcd to the rcpoMcfl 
discussions at Bardoli where some members of the Woiking Committee disoussoil 
the question of the President for the nevt year behind the back of the President It 
amounted to a caucus trjing to decide things foi itself He vanted to I now what 
was the basis of the suspicion against the Piesidcnt The members of the Vi’ork- 
ing Committee should haie made their suspicions public and shared them with 
the delegates so that the delegates could ha\e acted accordingh Uiis.onh 
showed a spint of vindictiveness on the part of the members of tlie Working 
Committee He regarded the present icsolution as a backdoor method He -asked 
the delegates to stand on their own legs and not make their lore and reference 
for Mahatma Gandhi lose sight of this He appealed to the House not to adojit 
“this cruel course of a rote of no confidence through the backdoor” In conclusion, 
Mr Majumdar appealed for postponement of the consideration of the resolution 

Pandit Oovinda Ballabh Pant, repljing to the debate, regreUed that ho 
had to speak on matteis lelating to the President in the latter s preseit condition 
But it was not his choice Things had been said during the debate, which required 
a reply The Pandit proceeded This icsolution is in no wa^ a ‘ no-tonfidence” 
motion against the President It we wanted that, we would hare brought in a 
straight motion of ‘no confidence’ The majonty has elected 'Mr Bose as ITpsidcnt 
We do not want to reject that rerdict What we desne is that he may continue as 
President and at the same time wc may be able to bring about unitj m the 
Conme^s and make it strong” Pandit Pant, proceeding, quoted Mihatma 
Gandhi’s statement in which he had said that Dr Pattablii’s. defeat w is his 
defeat and that it was appaient to him that the majoiitj oT the dclcgrfcs 
did not far our his policj and pnn-iplcs It was clear, thereferc, that Mr 
feubhas Bose could not hare the adiicc and guidance of Mahatma Gaie^hr 
as ho used to hare before It w is agreed on all hinds that if tlic of 

the Congress was to be earned on, Mahatma Gandhi’s adiiee 15 also fha actiic 
paiticipition of other membeis of the Working Committee, their Jold and lnis*rd 
Icadeis, should be available but in the present situation, this was nCt ))ossibIc Tha^ s 
was why they had to do something by whuli the desired end could bc’gaineif 'Ilia' 
resolution sought nothing moie than that It was i ossible thlt wlicn the delegates * 
loted for Mr Bose, they did not want it to be a \ote of ‘ no confidence” m 
Mahatma Gandhi Bailing a very few, all those who had spoken on the resolution 
had agreed that they wanted Mahatma Gandhi’s leader ship and also the co operilion 
of the old membeis of the Working Committee “If rou want Mdiatina Gandhi 
to back you, you must tell him ‘Wc did rote foi feubhas Babu, but did not ine-in 
we hare no confidence in you’ Some of the speakeis objected to- tho suggestion 
that the Working Committee should be appointed in loiibiiltation with Maliatma 
Gandhi It only showwl that they did not mean what ther said, whcil-lhey said 
that they wanted ilahatma Gandhi’s guidance In the coming crisis, it is’" Ga'nilhiji 
and Gandhiji alone who can lead us Who can doubt that he is the one man who 
can shoulder the buidcn ? Can yon think of attaining freedom without his lead 
(Cheeifa) Continuing, Pandit Pant asked “If you want him to shoulder the responsi- 
bility, as I behere most of you want then, how can roii evjcct him to do so, if 
you do not giie him some voice in the formation of the Congress Calunet ?” 
Quoting a^ain from 3Iahatma GKndlu’s statement, Pandit Pant declared “If vou 
want Gandhin’s guidance you have to compel him by this resolution to gne his 
guidance, and so long as you do not do that, aou cannot evpc-ct linn to gne vou 
his adaice and guidance” Digressing foi a while. Pandit Pint ‘-nfl that whercior 
nations had progressed they had done =o under tho leadership of one man Ger- 
many had relied on Herr Hitler Whether thea agreed with Jlcrr Hitlers methods 
01 not theie was no gainsaaing the fact that Germany had progressed under 
Herr Hitler Similarly, Italy had risen because of Sinoi Mussolini and it avns 
Lenin that raised Itussia 

Mr Mehrally Mr President, I must object as a Socialist to Pandit Pant put- 
ting Licnin, Mussolini and Hitlei in the same group (laughter) 

Pandit Pant, continuing, said that he disliked many things that Herr Hitler 
and Signor Mussolini did, but despite their many fruits, their rcsi'cctue peoples 
Moved and honoured them “We hare Mahatma Gandhi in our country, a man who 
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has no axe to grind Then ivliy should we not reap the full advantage of that 
factor ?” (cheers) Pandit Pant refuted the suggestion that the resolution savoured of 
vendetta 

Maulana Azad then put the vanous amendments to vote The amendments 
were declared lost by overwnelming majonties by show of hands 

The original resolution was declare earned, by show of hands, amidst resound- 
ing shouts of ‘■Mahatma Gandhi-ki-Jai”, by an overwhelming majority The Socialist 
party delegates remained neutral 

On the resumption of the plenary session of the Congress at 6-30 p m to-dav, 
resolutions on Palestine and Baluchistan passed eailier by the Subjects Committee 
were put from the Chair and earned with acclamation 

Foreign Policy 

Pandit Nehru then moved the resolution on Foreign Policy passed by the 
Subjects Committee yesterday He emphasised the need for India taking a keen in- 
terest in foreign policy, because it was a vital question affecting their interests con- 
siderably He said that India had to pay attention to the Bntish foreurn policy, 
because, unfoitunately, she was siill part of the Bntish Empire, and whatever foreign 
policy the Bntish Government adopted, affected India Thou^ what was happening 
in the world did not affect India immediately, these were bound to affect and did affect 
a country like India The Pandit stronglj cnticised the foreign policy pursued by Mr 
Chamberlain and said that it was a dangerous one, particularly to India, as it meant 
destruction of what had been regaided as good and necessary “I hate the 
foieign policy of the Bntish Government and emphatically dcvlare that I cannot 
stand it *ind that Imha cannot associate heiself with it ” He instanced the re- 
pfnt happ^iqgs in Czechoslovakia and Chma He said that he had the picture 
of Czechoslovakia before his mind and he could not but condemn in the strongest 
terms ‘‘the betyayal of Czechoslovakia by England and France ” “The League of 
Nations and (geneva,” Pandit Nehru said, “are nothing but the tomb-stone of 
'l^ace ' History >will never forget the treachery of the Bntish and French Govern- 
mffnts- in thb betrayal of the little democratic country of Czechoslovakia ” 
Eefemng to the Spanish war, Sir Nehru said that if Eepubhean Spain 
.failed, it was not because of the arms supplied bj Italy and Germany but 
.because of The plotting of Bntish and French Governments which were deter- 
*Tjj.ined to Ipll it, and thev had succeeded ‘‘We cannot keep quiet when these 
murders of democracies are going on India cannot be a party to this kind 
of murder of democracy India must dissociate herself from the British foieign 
policy and line up with freedom and democracj -lovmg countries India is on the 
threshold of her freedom, and she is bound to play an important role m the world’s 
history Therefore she -cannot remain mdifferent” 

Mr Bhulabhai JDesai, seconding the resolution, emphasised the need for India 
takmg a keen interest in foreign affairs They should know where they stood with 
regard to the outside world He dissociated himself from the present policy of the 
British Government as it was based largely on the betrayal of States which she her- 
self had , been instrumental in creating Condemnmg the Frontier policy of the 
India Government, Mr Desai said that the Government had admitted that fifteen 
crores of rupees had been spent on maintaining peace and tranquillity in the frontier 
Eefernng to the League of Nations, Mr Desai said that India could not be 
a member of that bodj as things were at present^ because it would mean a second 
vote to England But he would have no objection to India being a member pro- 
vided her elected representatives sat in the League and talked on equal terms with 
the other world statesmen on problems affecting the world “Mahatma Gan^i’’, 
he concluded, ‘ has got his own foreign and domestic policy The mam feature of 
his foieign policy is goodwill and friendship with other countnes His domestic' 
policv is based on truth and non-violence” 

>■ jThe resolution was passed unanimously 

^ Indian States 

Babu Pajendra Pra’^ad then moved the resolution on Indian States passed by 
the Subjects Committee this afternoon The following is the text of the resolution' — 

“The Congress welcomes the awakening of the people of Indian States - m 
many parts of the country, and considers this as a hopeful prelude to a larger 
freedom composing the -whole of India, for which the Congress has laboured The . 
Congress supports the demand for Kesponsible Government and Civil Liberty in 
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the States, and cypresses its solidarity -with tlic=e nio\cnicnls for frcdloin and 
self-expression, ■\\hieh arc integral paits of the 1 irgcr stingLlc foi ficcdoin of the 
iiholc country While appieuating that some Eulers of St itcs hue roio.ni'-cd 
this awakening as a healthy sign of growth and aic seeking to adjust thcm=chc3 
to It in co-opci ition i\ith thtir people, the Congess legrcts tint some other Eiilcis 
have sought to suppiess these moaements by banning peaceful and legitimate 
oiganisations and all political activity, and, in some ca'^es reporting to cruel ind 
inhuman repression In particular, the Congress deploics the attemjit of some 
Rulers to seek the aid of the British Goeeinmcnt m Iiidii to suppress their oi\ii 
people and condemns the uinvarnnted use of the military and poliee forces lent hy 
British authorities 

“The Congress expresses its sjmpathy nitli the sufferings of the growing 
number of refugees from larious fetates and ti lists that the public will render 
them every assistance ‘ 

‘The whole of India was profoundly stirred bj the announcement of ail 
indefinite fast by Gandhiji in oidei to icmcdj the breach by the Th ikorc Sahch 
of Rajkot of the settlement arrued at between him and his counsellors on the one 
hand and Saidai Patel as leprcscnting tlie pcojile, on the other Hie Contrre-s 
expresses its giatificatioii at the icccnt aiticcmcnt icsulting in the termination of 
the fast, and trusts that the pcmlc of Rajkot will bare their aspirations fiilhllcd, and 
fuithei hopes that Princes of Kathiawai and othei parts of India will imnh 
with the times, and in co oj'Ciation with their pcojile, introduce rcsjionsible 
Government 

“Ihe Congress regrets that scicial State Governments besides Rajkijt hue 
gone hack upon then assunnccs to then people and their pledged word. It tru'-ls 
that these breaches of agreement will be lepaired and Uic asburaneca-'^s cn will- 
be honoiued 

“Ihe Congress is of opinion that the resolution of the Uaripuif Se««ion of 
the Congiess, lelating to States, has answered the exportations rii=cd bj it, aiuk 
Ins justified itself by encounging the peoples of the St lies to oieniMSo thcm=cl\ct 
and conduct their own moiements for fieedom The liaiijiuia policj ■ft as ccmgriied 
in the best interests of the people in older to eiiiblc them to deielop ficlf-rclnnec 
and strength Tins jiolicy was ictated by ciicumstances and by the rqcognitiori 
of the limitations inherent in the ciicumstances but it was never conctlecd as an^ 
obligation The Congress has always possessed the right, as it- is its duty tir 
guide the people of the States and lend them its influence The great aw ikenhig 
that IS talnng place among the people of the States may lead to a rel nation or 
to a complete lemonl of the restiaint which the Congress has iniposeil ujon 
itself, thus resulting, in the eier increasing idcntific itioii of the Congress with the 
States people The Working Committee is authonsed to issue instructions lii this 
behalf from time to time as the occasion anscs ' 

“The Congress desires to reiterate that its objectue, complete independence, 

IS for the whole of India, inclusive of the States, which are intcgnl-^ parts of 
India and which cannot he separated and which must ha\e the Eaiile- measure 
of political, social, economic and religious freedom as a part of Incha. 

Commending the resolution to the acceptance of the EfouBe, Bahu Ha^endra 
Prasad said that it did not require a long speech as, time and auain, the 

pioblem of the States and their subjects had come up before the A I C C 

or the Congress It was a matter of pleasure to note the awakening among the 
people of the States, indicating that the States’ subjects had begun to sland on 

their feet The Congress policy with rcgaid to the Indian States w^s clear', 

although there was some misundeistanduig m certain respects He would IikC 
to makb it clear that, so far as the Congress was concerned, there was no (hficrcnco 
between the people of Indiin States and Bntish India The Congress natiinllj 
recognised that, as long as the country was not strong enough to gain its frceiloni, 

IS could not help the States’ people It was therefore thought that Is*’ras 
necessary for the States’ people to acquire enough strength and they had been 
asked to organise themsehes Until the strength was acquired no amount of helji 
fiom the Congress would help the States’ subjects Tire success of the polma 
enunciated at H inpura was apparent today Nobody doubted the wisdom and 
success of the policy The Congress had always adjusted its policy to suit 
circumstances arid this was true in respect of its attitude to the States problem 
Thert was nothing in the Haripura resolution which preicntcd them from 
phanging their policy 'The Haripura pohey of non interference was scK-imposed, 
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and not cEctated by any outside authority “We may have to change this 
policy and if and ivhen necessity aiises, -we shall certainly change it,” he declared 
The Haiipiira policy had already begun to piodiice results, and moiements 
for fieedoin had been started by the people m vaiioiis States Some of the Rulers 
themselves had begun to lealise the spiiit of the times, uhile some otheis shut 
their eyes to reality If they failed to march with the times they would be the 
suflerers Babii Eajendra Piasad then refened to Ea]kot and Gandhiji’s fast leadin'^ 
to a flesh pact and said that unless the Eulers realised the sanctity of asreement^ 
it would become impossible to have lasting understanding between the people 
and the Euleis He had no donbt that what happened recentlv in Eajbot uould 
prove of help to the States’ subjects all o\er India Bahu Eajendra Piasad next 
' refened to the wholesale emigration of people from Dhenkanal and Limbdi 
He said that this could not go on for long How long could the helpless 
people lemam out of their homes They would have to go back, but they 
'should go back with their fidl rights seemed 

Khan Abdul GaJ}ar Khan, seconding the resolution, said that he did not 
want to speak, but he had been ordeied bj Pandit Jawahailal Nehni to second 
the resolution The Bntish Government had created the Indian States with a 
Mew to perpetuatmg imperialism m India He lefened to the extravagances of 
Princes and the miseiable condition of then subjects and asked whj the Piinces, 
even if they wanted to be extravagant, did not spend the monev in India instead 
of in foreign countries ? The Congress pohey had been to make the people of the 
States depend upon themselves Unless they weie able to do so, they would not 
be able to retain freedom even if somebody else seemed it foi them He asked 
the Eulers to maich with the times and concede the legitimate demands of their 
snbjerts 

r- ■■ iSnwKr*- Kamaladcvi Chaftopadhyaya moved an amendment seeking the deletion 
' of the paragraph relating to the Huipura policy vShe contended that it had not 
been ^successful She held that the anakeuing in Indian States, which the 
icsoluti6n »6QUght to attribute to the Haripuia resolution, nas the result of many 
causes ^ue-lffJas n ork bj the States’ Peoples Conference, the progress in British 
I-ndia, etc. Slie did not like that the country which was one should be divided 
""into British and Indian India She wanted that the Congress should take a direct 
'■'hiterest in States’ aft ms and actively be in charge of the conduct of moiements 
"*10 tlig various States She wanted the Congress to create a machmeiy which 
would duect and control the moiemcut of the States people for responsible 
Goiemment She appealed to the Congress to lend its powei and prestige to the 
cause 

JIi Achipit Patioardhan suppoited biimati Kamaladeii’s amendment Mr 
Pitwardhan said that Socialists did not agree with the Hanpura policy In his 
opinion it was not correct to say that the present awakening among the Indian 
States’ subjects was entirely due to the Haiipuia policj He admitted that, though 
Socialists weie opposed to office acceptance, it had resulted in creating an 
awakening- among and a new hope in the States’ people Conditions in Indian 
States had changed since Hanpura and it was now the duty of the Congress 
■organisations directly to help the States’ people in then struggle for responsible 
goicinment It was also necessaiy to have some machinery which would furnish 
the Congress High Command with a correct version of the condition of the people 
the States 

^ Pandtt Kashtram Sharma said that the Pnnees were organising themselves 

--""to- take concerted action with a -view to preserving their Princely Order against 
the. onslaught of the people He warned the Pnnees that they were bound to fail 
' in,.therr. attempt to crush the awakening among the people He recounted certain 
incidents where the States’ people had been ill-tieated b-s the agents of Eulers 
‘‘It ift our duty to help the seven or eight ciores of people, who are all residents 
; an States m their fight to secure their ri^ts” He said it was time that the 
' IJulers realised the implications of the Eajkot happenmgs 

- Mr i? K Sidliwa said that no power on earth could cnish the growing 
AwS^nmg nmoug the people of the States and the earlier the Eulers leahsed this 
the better for them “We stand for independence for the people of Bntish Incha, 
and we want the Eulers of the States to give the people of the States responsible 
government” If they did not do so, in time, the speaker warned the Eulers— that 
the Piincely Older itself would be done away with and complete independence 
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Mr Shan! ar fiom M'vsoic supported tlie iincnclmcnt lie confciulcxl tint the 
ngi cement armed at bj fcaidar Patel on bdnlf of the pcoiile, nith the fbt\tc 
authoiitics bad been delibeiatelj bioken He said that the State authoritic': h ul 
no hesitation m aiming at agiecments -nhicli thej knew tliej tould break at 
any moment 

Ml Changalrai Reddy (Mysore), suppoiting the ie«oliilion, stionglj erituncfl 
the Mjsoie Goiernment foi breaking the Patel-Mii/a Agieemcnt bcfoic the ink 
on it uab dij ‘'We ha\e planned a piogiamme of non-co opciation if the Jhborc 
Goieinment fails to fulfil this agreement 

Bahu Rajendia Prasad, lephing to the debate, said that the Congress had 
alwajs Slid less than nhat it had intended to do Nothing could bo ichicicd 
by indulging in high sounding noids ‘‘Let us, ihciefoic, sa^ less and do more” 
fcaidar Patel, Mahatma Gandhi and fceth Jamnalal Baja] did not nait for a 
lesolution befoie entciing the States struggle, but thej did so iilien the psjchologuAl 
moment anived 

Srimaii Kamaladevt's amendment nas lejectcd bj a laige majoiitj Babu 
Rajendra Prasad's lesolution nas passed by a big majoritj 

Indians Overseas 

Mr S Satyamwti next mmed the folloniim resolution on Indians 0\e seas 

“This Congress notes nith gia\e conccin and aiivieU the laindlj doteiioriting 
position of Indians oieiscas, csjeiiallj in coiintiics ■within the «o called llntit-li 
Commonwealth of Nations and extends its sjmpathy and sujijiort to all ludiiii 
n itionals abioad in then just struggle for the assertion of their Icgitimata/ights, 
political, ciMC and economic , , 

“Ihis Congress notes with paiticulai anxlet^ the danger to Indian life iiid 
piopeity in Buiina, the hostile attitude towaids Indians in Ce\loii, t)sc ■cr-euatto'u , 
of Keiija Highlands to Wiitcs to the exclusion of Indians, and the nttciiipt tci 
segregate and jiass iinjiist laws against Indians in bouth Afiica 

“This Coiigiefas cxpicbscs its opinion that oiilj a fiee and indepOidekl India 
can cfTectucly help its nationals abioad In the meantime, the Ctuigfc^s calls 
iiiion the pcojile of this countij to do exeijthnig in then powei to help the daii'-c 
of Indians o\ei seas ” * - 

“India has,” JIi SaUjamurli said, “the light and duty to extend her Bjini itllV ' 
to her nationals abioad The ticatment of Indiins abioad is particul irh notoijious m 
the Biitish Commonwealth While we aie fighting for our own independence 
wc assure oui biethien abioad of oui full sympathy in their didiuilticp We 
would lemincl oui people abioad that they should leain the lesson that minorities 
should adjust tliemsehes to the conditions of the country in which they li\c” 

With legaid to Buima the sj eakei appealed to the good sense of the people 
there, so that thcic might be haimonious iclations between India and Buima He 
assured Kenya Indians that the Congress would support them in their demand so 
also would the Congicss support Indians in fcouth Africa Mi SatyavnuU a==urcd 
the Indian settleis abioad of the full support and sympathy of tlte Congicss 
in then legitimate demands 

Mr Jwala Prasad Shtikla raoicd an amendment which he moved in the 
Subjects Committee The amendment was rejected, and Mr Satyaraurti’s lesoriitfon 
was earned with acclamation 

Pandit Nelli u moved a resolution that the next Congress scbsion be hchlini 
the last week of December Bahu Rajendra Prasad united the next Congress '--W 
Bdiai Normally tins should have been settled by the A I C C iJut^ m 
view of the fact that it might take some time before the A I C C met 
but piopei, he said, that they should give time to the Ecccption Cdmmittcc 
to make anangements Theiefoie Uie delegates themselves should tike thg final 
decision now, without waitmg for the A I C C meeting 

Pandit Jawaharlal accepted Babu Eajendra Pia=ad’s suggestion and recjiiesfcd 
the House to accept it The resolution as amended by Bahu Rajendra Prasad iVas 
unanimously earned 

The “Bandc Mataiam” was then sung and the fifty-second session o£ the 
Congress concluded imidst enthusiastic scenes 

* Resolutions 

The following arc the authorised version of the resolutions pas=cd by the 
Congress — ' i „ 
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1 Condolence 

Tins Congress expresses its sense of soiiow and loss at the death of Maulana 
Shankat Ah, tan Jlohamad Iqbal, Begam Ansari and Shns K Eaman Menon, 6 
S Khapaide, B Ea]a Eau, Nathu]i Jagtap, Thakui Gulzai Sinha, Eajarm Shu’kla, 
Devi Piasad Shukla, K K Bhai, Dliiindiia] Mahadeo Naik, Abdul Wahid, Balwant- 
rai P Thakoie, Mahesh Prasad Nigam, Pandit Mahabii Piasad Dwnedi, Upendra 
Nath Mukheiii, Jwala Singh, K Nageshwar Eau, Eajab All Patel, Ghaltu Venkat, 
Chaturanan Das, Banchhanidhi Mahanty, Giiqa Bhushan Dutt, Shnnath Das and 
Pratap Singh 


2 Welcome to Egyptian Delegahon 

The Confess extends its coidial -nelcome to the fiateinal delegation fiom the 
Wafd Paity of Egvpt and considers this visit as symbolising the solidaiity of the 
'movements for freSiom in Egypt and India The Congiess sends its gieetmgs to 
the people of Egypt and its earnest ivishes for their complete success in achieiing 
full freedom It trusts that the association of the peoples of Egypt and India ivill 
evei glow closer and moie fruitful in the furtherance of woild peace and 
freedom 

3 China 

The Congress sends its gieetmgs to the people of China and its deepest sym- 
pathy in then tnal and piavations m then stiuggle against a luthless and inhuman 
impeiialism It congratulates them on their heioic resistance 

The Congress expresses its approval of the sending of a medical mission on its 
behalf to the people of China, and trusts this mission will continue to receive full 
support so that it may carry on its work of succour effectively and be a worthy 
symbcj- af J^dian solidaiity with China 

1 ^ t 4 The National Demand 

Hie Congibss has for more than half a century stinen for the advancement 
of the people -of Hndia and has lepiesented the urge of the Indian people ton aids 
^freedom and self -expression Duung the past tijenty yeais it has engaged itself 
on behalf of the masses of the country in stiuggl# against British Imperialism, and 
*I;hroiigb> the suffenng and disciplined sacrifice of the people, it has earned the nation 
a long way to the independence that is its objective With the growing strength 
of the people, it has adopted itself to a changing and developing situation, and 
’'while puasuing various •programmes, has ever worked for the independence of India 
and the establishment of a democratic State in the counti’y Eejecting the Goiein- 
ment of India Act and with the full determination to end it, it decided to take 
adiantage of the Measure of provincial autonomy the Act pioiided, restricted and 
ciicumsciibed as it was, in order to strengthen the national movement and to giie 
such relief to the masses as was possible under the circumstances To the Federal 
part of the Act the Congress declared its uneompiomismg opposition and its detei- 
mmation to resist its imposition 

The Congiess declares afresh its icsolve to achieve independence foi the nation 
and to have a constitution framed foi a fiee India through a Constituent Assembly, 
elect^-by thoiJeoplc on the basis of adult franchise and without anj inteifeience 
by a foreign authority No other constitutions oi attempted solutions of the piob- 
iem can be accepted by the Indian people 

'• Tlie Congress is of opinion that in view of the situation in India, the organised 
strength* of the national moi ement, the remarkable growth of consciousness of the 
massg’s, Bie new awakening among the people of the States, as well as the rapid de- 
velopment of the avoild situation, the principle of self-determination must now be 
mpplied to theiiUlest extent to India so that the people of India might establish 
♦ an independent democratic State by means of a constituent Assembly Not only 
"the inheient light and dignity of the people demand this full freedom, but also 
the economic and other problems which press insistently on the masses, cannot find 
t^Olution nor can India get rid of her poieity and beep pace ivith modern progress, 
mnless her .people have full opportunities of self-government and growth which iii- 
.Hependence alone can give Provincial Autonomy affords no such scope for develop- 
ment and its capacity for good is being lapidly exhausted , the proposed Federation 
strangles India still further and -nill not be accepted The Congiess is therefore 
^fymly of opinion that the whole Government- of ♦ India Act must give place to r 
'C tihstitution of a free India made by the people,themselves. 
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An independent ^nd democratic India 17111 face the solution of her great prob- 
lems rapidly and effectively and mil line herself mth the progressive peoples of the 
ivorld and thus aid the cause of democracy and freedom 

With a a lew to a speedy realisation of the Congress objective and in ordei to 
face effectively the national and international ciises that loom ahead and 
prepaie the country foi a nation-nide struggle, this Congiess calls upon all 
paits of the Congress oiganisation, the Congress Piovincial Goaemments 
and the people geneially, to iioik to this end by piomoting unity and 
seeking to eliminate disruptive foices and conditions nhich lead to communal con- 
flicts and national disunity by co-ordinating the activities of the Piovincial Govern- 
ments with the work outside the legislatuies, and by stiengthening the oiganisation 
so as to make it a still more effective oigan of the people’s will 

5 Congress Machinery 

Inasmuch as experience has shown that the working of the Congress machinery 
IS often rendered dimcult by abuse in the matter of enrolment of members elec- 
tions and otherwise, and as it is urgently necessaiy to remove all such defects, the 
Congress authorises the All India Congiess Committee to take all steps that may 
be necessaiy to attain that end including changes in Constitution The "All India 
Congress Committee shall have authoiity to give immediate effect to constitutional 
changes 

C Reaffirmation of Congress Policy 

In view of the vanous misundei standings that have aiiscn in the Congress and 
the country on account of the contioveisies in connection with the Piesidential 
election and after, it is dcsiiable that the Congiess should clarify the position and 
deelaie its general policj 

This Congiess declares its fiim adherence to the fundamental x^hoios’ wiiph 
have governed its piogiamrae in the past jcais imdei the guidance of JIahatma 
Gandhi and is definitely of opinion that tlicie should be no bieak in these policies 
and that they should continue to govern the Congiess Progiamme in future This 
Congiess cvpicsses its confidence in the woik of die Woiking Committee which 
functioned during the last yeai and legiets that any aspeisioijs shoufd have been 
cast against any of its mcnibeis , i , 

In view of the critical situation that may develop dunng the corawg year 
and in view of the fact that Mahatma Gandhi alone can lead the Congi'css and fJie 
coiintiy to victoiy dining such ciisis, the Congiess legaids it as imperative that 
its executive should command his implicit confidence and icquesfs the Peesidcnt'-to 
appoint the Woiking Committee in accoidance with the wishes of Gandhiji 

7 Palestine 

The Congiess has previously dcclaicd its full sjrapathy with the Arabs m 
Palestine m then struggle foi national fieedom and then fight against Biitish Im- 
peiialism and has condemned the policy of the mandatoiy poiici in Palestine 
buhseqiient events have disclosed the contiuancc of a icign of teiioi maintained 
by the British aimy and policy in the name of law and oidei 'Ihe coinage, defei- 
mniation and sacriticcs made lij the Aiabs in the straggle have evoked the admna- 
tion of the people of India who desne to convey to them again tlien gieefmgs and 
good wishes for the complete success in the attainment of then objective. _ - 

While sympathising with the plight of the Jews m Euiope and else'wliet?,- 
the Congiess deploics that in Palestine the Tews have lehed on Biitish 'aimed 
foiccs to advance then special pmileges and thus aligned themselves on- -file side 
of Biitish Impeiialism Ihe Congiess trasts that the Aiabs and T-owfi will 
endeavoin to find a basis foi direct co opeiation with a view to establishing an 
independent domociatic State in Palestine with adequate protection of Jewish 
lights 

8 Baluchistan 

In view of the fact that Biitish Baluchistan is still being govenicd in 4hc 
old iiiesponsible and biiicauciatic mannei the Congiess demands that-- demociallb 
and jesponsible form of goveiiiiiieiit be intioduccd in the province Bitliont any 
delay and it be granted the same constitutional status as otlia pjcivinus 
of India 

9 Foreign Policy 

<- The Congress iccoids its entiic disappioval of Bnfish Foreign Policy 
culminating in the Munich Pact, the Anglo-Italiau Agieement and the iccogniliou 



342 THE INDIAN NATIONAL OONGEESS [ tpipckI— 

of Eel)el Spun Tins policy has been one of deliberate betrayal of democracy, 
repeated breach of pledges, the ending of the STstem of collective secuntv and 
co-operation -with goveniments arhicb are avowed 'enemies of democracy and freedom 
As a result of this policy, the world is being reduced to a state of international 
anarchy where brutal violence triumphs and tiounshes unchecked and decides the 
fite of nations, and in the name of peace stupendous preparations are being 
made for the most terrible of wars International morality has sunk so low in 
Central and South-western Europe that the world has witnessed with horror the 
organised terronsm of the Nazi Government against people of the Jewish race 
and the continuous bombing fiom the air by rebel forces of cities and civilian 
inhabitants and helpless refugees 

The Consrress dissociates itself entirely from British forenm policy which 
has consistently aided the Fascist Powers and helped m the" destruc’hon of 
democratic countries The Congress is opposed to imperialism and fascism ahke 
and IS convinced that woild peace and progress required the ending of both of 
these. In the opinion of the Congress, it is urgently necessary for India to 
direct her own foreign pohcy as an independent nation, therebv keeping aloof 
from bcJfffTffl periahsm and fascism, and pursiung her path of peace and freedom 

10 In dian States 

The Congress welcomes the awakening of the people of the Indian fetates m 
many parts of the country and considers this as a hopeful prelude to the larger 
freedom, comprising tne uhole of India, for which the Congress has lahom"^ 
The Congress supports the demand for responsible government and civil liberty 
111 the States and expresses its solidarity with these movements for freedom 
and self-e.y^es3ion, which are integral parts of the larger struggle for the freedom 
of the niiole oountry While appreciating that some Eulers of the States have 
reei^nisKl this awakening as a healthy sign of growth and are seeking to adjust 
themselves to it in co-operation with their people, the Congress regrets that some 
otlier Eulers have sousht to suppress these moiements by banning peaceful and 
legitimate orsrantsations and all political activity and, in some cases resorting 
to cruel and inhuman lepiession In particular the Congress deplores the attempt 
of some Eulers to seek the aid of the British Government in India to suppress 
their own people, apd^ condemns the unwarranted use of military and Police 
forces, lent by the Britisk-authonties 

Congress expresses its sympathy with the sufferings of the growing 
number of Eefugees from the various States and trusts that the pubhc will render 
them every assistance 

The whole of India was profoundly stirred by the announcement of an 
indefinite fast by Gandhiji in order to remedy the breach by the Thakore Sahib 
of Eajkot of the' settlement arrived at between him and his councillors on the one 
hand, and S~ardar Vallabhbhai Patel, as repiesenting the people, on the othei 
The Congress exjiresses its gratification at the recent agreement resulting in the 
» termination of the fast ahd trusts that the people of Eajkot 11011 have their 
'' aspirations fulfilled, and further hopes that the Princes of Ixathiawar and other 
parts of India will march with the times and, m co-operation with their poeple, 
mfroduce responsible government 

The Congress regrets that several State Governments, besides Eajkot, haie 
-,^one hack upon their assurances to their people and their pledged word It trusts 
‘’,Jthat these breaches of agreement will be repaired and the assurances gi\en wdl 
be honoureff 

The Congress is of opinion that the resolution of the Hanpura session of 
ithe Congr^s. relating to the States, has answered the expectations raised by it 
“and has justified itself by encouraging the people of the States to organise themsel- 
Tes and conduct their oivn movements for freedom The Hanpura policy was 
conceded m the best interests of the poeple in order to enable them to aevelop 
'self-reliance and strength This policy was dictated by circumstances and by a 
.^-recognition, of the limitations inherent in the circumstances hut it was never 
conceived as on obligation The Congress has always possessed the nght as it is 
its- duty,. V. to guide the people of the States and- lend- „ them its Influence. The 
great a-Rakening that is taking place among the people of the States may lead to 
,a relaxation: or “to a complete removal of the .restraint which. the Congress imposed 
upon itself, thus resultmg in an ever increaSirfg identification of the Congress 
with the States’ people. The Working Committee is authonsed to issue instruc- 
tions in this hehmf from time to tune as oopasion arises 
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The Congioss dcsues to icitciatc that its objective, complete indepcmleiicc, 

IS foi the Mhole of India, inchisue of the States iihicli aie intcgial jiaitb of 

India which cannot be sepaiated, and which miifet have the sinie meabuie 
of political, social, economic and ichgious ficcdom as the icst of India 

11 Indians Overseas 

This Congi css notes with giave concern and anxiety the lapidlj dctenoi ifing 
position of Indians 01 eibcas, specially in coiintiics within the so c died Biitish 
Commonwealth of Nations and extends Its sympathy and snppoit to all Indim 
n itionais abioad in their just stiuggle foi the asseition of t ifthtb, 

jiohtieal, ciiic and economic 'Ihis Congress notes with the 

dingci to Indian life and piopeity in Buinia, the hostile attitude towaids Indians 
in Ccjlon, the leseiiation of the Ivenja Highlands to Eniopeans to the c'-cltision 
of Indians and the attempt to segitgate and pass unjust laws against Indians in 
South Afiica Hus Coiigiess expicsscs its opinion that onlj a fice and indepen- 
dent India can cflectiiely help its nationals abioid In the meintinie the 
Congicss calls upon the people of this countiy to do eiciything in then powci to 
help the cause of Indians oiciseas 

12 Next Congress 

Eesohed that the next session of the Gongiess be held m Bihai diiiing the 
last week of Decembci of this jeai 

THE ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 

Tnpun — 7tlt March to 8th March 1939 

A meeting of the A I C C was held in the Subjects Committee 

Pandal it Tnpim on Maich 7 1939 at 4-30 p M, Maiilana Abul,Kalim 

picbidcd in the absence of Shu Subhas Chandia Bose owing to illness 

Minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting of the A I C C held uf Delhi iii Septem- 
bei list weie confiimcd 

Accounts and Report ‘ 

Acbaiva Kiipalani, though he had resigned fiom the mcmbeiship of -the 
Woiking Committee as also fioni the Geneial feefietanshi'p of the Congrojfc,. avis, 
in aieav of sneciil cuciimstance, asked by the Picsideiit to submit tbej'’ 5 aiulilcd 
accounts and the Eepoit to the A I C C Iho indited accounts w ci e ■s'passt d 

9 he Annual Eepoit avas placed befoie the Committee Some mcmbcis of ttho 

Committee asked foi time to peiuse and considei the Eepoit bcfoic adopting it 
Hie Pxesident agieed md adjoiuncd the meeting 

S/iri Szebhas Chandra Bose pjesided at the second meeting of the A I C C 
held on March 8, in the Subjects Committee Pandal vThe Geneial .Secietuy’s 
Eepoit avas taken up foi considei ation A membci of the. house sought claiificatiou * 
of the point avhethei the Societaiv’s Eepoit could be 'adopted without its being 
hist appioaed of by the Woiking Committee Ihe General Secietaay’s Eepoit is 
oidinaiily appioved of by the Woiking Committee befoie being jdiced bcfoie the 
A I 0 C The last meeting of the Woiking Committee held at Waidha could 
not tiansact any business owing to the sudden illness of t . 

Picsident ruled that the constitution did not make it obligitoij 
Committee to liist appiove of the lepoit foimally befoie its a 
the A I C C Shii K F Nanman moacd that the Eepoit be formltlly lei-oiaeu 
instead of being adopted Shii J B Krtpalant objected 6a)ing tlwt this was 
contiaiy to the usual piactice It must be cithei adopted pr'ihroavn 
Ihcieupoii the A I C C unanimously adopted the Eepoit «. 

Shu G B Pant’s Resolution ' , ’* 

SJiri Govtnd Ballabh Pant and about 160 ofhei mcmfaeiS-of (Iie-'A I G C 
gave foimal notice to the Picsident of their intention to move tho following 
resolution at the meeting of the A I C 0 , ' ^ 

“In Mciv of \aiious mTsundeistandmgs that have aiisen in the 'Cojigi^s and 
the countiy on account of the eontioveisies in connection with the Presidontinl 
election and aftei, it is dosiiablh’-Giat the All India Congiess Committee should 
claiify the position and'declaie its geheial policy 
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The Committee declaies its firm adherence to the fundamental policies of the 
Congiess which have ^oieined its piogramme in the past 5 ears mider the guidance 
of Mahatma Gandhi ind is definitelj of opinion that there should be no break 
in tlicsG policies tHid tlint tlicy slioiilcl continue to ^oicrn tlic Coni^css pro^T'imnie 
in futiiie The Committee express its confidence in the work of the Workino- 
Committee -nhich functioned dming the last yeai and deploies that anj aspersions 
should haie been cast against any of its members 

In view of the critical situation that may develop dining the coming year 
and in new of the fact that Slahatma Gandhi alone can lead the Conoress and 
the counti-y to victoij dining such crisis, the Committee regards it as imperative 
that the Congress Executne should command his implicit confidence and request 
the President to nominate the Working Committee m accordance with the wishes 
of Gandhi]! ” 

The Picsident expiessed the opinion that theie is nothing in the Congress 
constitution 01 past practice which allowed him to place such a resolution before 
tile A I C C mee mg He however muted opmion on the subject before givmo- 
his final rulmg ° 

The discussion that followed revealed a divergence of opinion Shn Govind 
Ballabh Pant and others expressed the view that an important' resolution such as 
the one green notice of by a majority of the A I C C members should not be 
ruled out of order owing to some technical objection So far as he could see 
there was not eeen any technical bar to the adniission-of such a resolution Shns 
Saiat Chandia Bose, K F iSTaiiman, M b Aney and. others thought otherwise 
and expressed the opinion that the A I C C iVas not competent to discuss the 
resolution Furthermore the delegates would be , , defrauded of then right to 
consider and pass their verdict on the ntal issues raised m the resolution 

The President ruled that the Eesolution could not be discussed by the 
A I C Gi' He howeier expressed readiness to ''have the matter considered bj 
the §hbjects Committee 


Rajkot and Gandhiji’s Fast 

"In a previous issue of the Bulletin we have recorded the circumstances in 
which the struggle was resumed by the people of Eajkot It was a gnm and 
desperate struggle The State authorities resorted to inhuman repression to reduce 
the outlaid people to tame submission Gandhiji and Shn Vallabhbhai Patel 
received ^daily wires about hunger stikes m Eajkot over the barbarous treatment 
of '-pnsouers and others m villages Gandhiji put himself in telegraphic com- 
munication with the Eajkot authonties to ascertain the truth of the reports he 
received of giowmg teiTonsm and fnghtfulness The telegraphic correspondence 
gave him no satisfaction He decided to go to Eajkot himself and make a first 
hand study of the situation 

Gandhiji reached Eajkot on the 26th February Full facilities were given by 
the Eajkot authorities to Gandhiji for carrying on his investigations of the alleged 
atrocities on the part of the State He visited jails and mterviewed with pnsoners 
He visited the villages and heard from village-folk the tales of their suffermgs 
He had prolonged talks with Thakore Sahib the Eesident and the officials of the 
' State. After he had closely investigated the situation he wrote a letter to the 
Thakore Salnb in which he made a few suggestions for restoring and implementing 
the agreement arrived at between him and his councdlors and Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel The Thakore Sahib was also intimated that if the suggestions were not 
accepted _by him before noon of the 3rd March he (Gandhiji) would undertake a 
fast which would contmue till after acceptance 

The Thakore Sahib m reply rejected the suggestions as m his opmion they 
' were not m accordance with the ongmal agreement He also argued that it was 
not possible fot him to divest himself of his sole and final responsibility for 
decidmg the personnel of the Committee and the measure and manner of the 
reforms to te introduced Gandhiji characterised the reply of the Thakore Sahib as 
adding fuel to the fire The Thakore Sahib dialed ^mself of a large measure of 
responsibility when he gave the followmg note to the^Sardar ‘Agreed seven 
niembers of the Committee mentioned in Clause‘'2 -of the ^ said announcement of 
this date ' are to be recommended by Sinrdar Patel and mey are to be nominated 
by us ' . 
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Hic fateful fast commenced at taehe noon, Maxell 3 The uhole counti 7 
Mas Btmed to its dcidhs It folloived iiitli deepest anxiety the piogicss of his 
fast and the lapid MOifatmng of his delicate health The aiithoiities conceined 
Moic uiged to intenene foithivith and light the blitant wiong foi iihich Giiidhiji 
has nsked his life On the 4th day of tlie fast was announced a settlement and 
the consequent tcimination of the fist The Viieioy intenened He sent a 
mcssigc to Gandliqi that tlie best way in which the alleged bicaoh of faith could 
be pioicd and doubts icsohed would be to icfei the mattci to the highest Judicial 
authoiitj in the Imd, that is to saj, the Cliief Justice of India The Yiteioj gaie a 
peisonil assuiance that he would exeit his jieisonal inftucnce to see thit the tcims 
of settlement aie faithfnllj earned out by the Thakoie Sahib The Viocioy also 
expicssed a wish to see Gand'iqi and discuss matteis with him, so that any 
misappvelicnsions may be icmoied Gandlnji lephed that the Viceioy’s kind 
message was a sufiicient wauant foi bieaking the fast and ending the anxicta of 
millions The counti-j leccued the news of this happj and successful teimmation 
of the fast with a thiill of piofound lehef 


THE ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 

Calcutta — 20th Apnl to 1st May 10S9 

A meeting of the All India Congicss Committee was held at Calcutta on Apnl 
29, 30 and May 1 in a special pandal elected for the pin pose 

Shn Subhas Chandra Bose picsidcd at the fust sitting foi a short while He 
explained to the committee how his conaeisations with ^Mahatma Gindlii and some 
mcmbeis of the old Woiking Committee hid faded to bung about a settlement of 
the question at issue, nanieTy, the foimation of the Woiking Committee In this 
connection he lead out the following Icttci of Gandlu]i addiesbcd to him expressing 
his (Gandhqi’s) inability to suggest the peisonnel of the Woiking Committee in 
terms of the liipuii lesolution of Shii G B Pant — 

Gandlujis Letter » 

‘My deal Subhas, 

You had asked mo to gi\e you m terms of Pandit Pant’s lesolution the names 
foi the Woiking Committee As I haao told you m my letteis and my telegiams 
I feel myself utteily incompetent to do so Much has happened since Tnpun 

Knoiving yoiu own views and knowing how you and and most of the racmbeis 
differ in fundamentals, it seems to me that if I gave you names it avould be an 
iraposUion on you I had aigucd this position at length in my letteis to you 
Nothing that has happened dnnng the thiee days of closest conaeisation between 
us has altcied my new Such being the case yon aie fiee to choose youi own 
Committee 

I have told you too that you could discuss with ex-membeis the possibility 
of a mutual approach and that nothing would please me bettei than to know that 
you were able to come togcthei Into what has happened since I need not go 
You and the ex-membcis piesent will make the position clcai befoi the A I C C 
Only, It has been a mattei of the gieatest gnef to me that a mutual settlement 
has not been possible I hope howcvei that whateaei is done will be done with 
mutual goodwill” 

Shri Bose’s Statement 

S/in Subhas Chandia Bose then made the following statement tendeiing his 
lesignation of the ofbee of the Piesident of the Congiess and expluned the cucitms- 
tanccs leading theie to— 

Eiiends, you arc aivare of the lesolution that was passed at the Tiipiiii Con-^ 
gress lelating to the newr Woiking Committee That icsolntion was as follows 

In \iew of vaiious misundu standings that have aiiscn in the Congiess and 
the countiy on account of the contioveisics in connexion with the piesidential 
election and after, it is desuable that the All India Congress Committee should 
claiify the position and dcclaie its gcneial policy „ , , , , 

The Committee deftlaies its fiim adhcience to the funaamental policies of the 
Congiess which ha\e goweincd its piogiamme in the past yeais undei the guidance 
of Mahatma Gandhi and is definitely of opinion that thcie should be no bicak in 
these policies and that they should contmue to govern the Congiess programme m 
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futnre The committee express its confidence in the ivork of the Working Com- 
mittee nhich functioned during the lust yeur und regrets thut any aspirations should 
haie been cast against any of its members In view of the critical situation that 
may develop during the coming year and in view of the fact that Mahatma Gandhi 
alone can lead the Congress and the country to victory during such cnsis, the 
Committee regards it as imperative that the Congress Executive should command 
his implicit confidence and requests the President to nominate the Workmg Com- 
mittee m accordance with the ivishes of Gandhi]i 

I regret very much that smce the Tripuri Congress I have not been able to 
announce the personnel of the new Workmg Committee But this has been due 
to circumstances beyond my control Oinng to my illness, I could not proceed to 
meet Alahatma Gandhi, in lieu thereof I started correspondence with him ^This 
enabled us to clanfy our ideas and iicu points, but did not brmg us to a settlfiiient 
When I realised that correspondence had proved inefiective I wanted to make a 
fiantic effort to meet Mahatmaji at Delhi— but that effort also failed 

After Mahatmaji’s arrival in Calcutta we have had prolonged conversations, 
but unfoitunately they did not lead to any solution Mahatmaji’s advice to me is 
that I should myself form a Working Committee leaving out the members who 
resigned form the previous Working Committee. This advice I cannot giie effect 
to for several reasons To mention two of the principal reasons, I may say that 
such a step would be contrary to the directions in Pantji’s resolution which pro- 
vides "inter aha” that the Working Committee should be formed m accordance 
with the wishes of Gandhiji and should command his implicit confidence If I 
formed such a committee as advised above, I would not be able to report to you 
that the Committee commanded his imphcit confidence 

Moreover, my own conviction is that m view of the critical times that are 
ahead of us m India and abroad, we should have a composite Cabinet commanding 
the confidence of the largest number of Congressmen possible, reflecting the com- 
position of the general body of the Congress .■ 

Since I could not implement Slahatmaji’s advice, I could only repeat my re- 
quest thirt he should kindly shoulder the responsibility vested in him by the Tnpiin 
Congress and nominate the Working Committee And I told him that whatever 
Committee he appointed would be bmdmg on me, smce it was my determination 
to. implement Pant]i’s lesolution 

Unfortunately for us Mahatmaji felt unable to nominate the Working Committee 
' As a last step, I tfied my best to arrive at an mformal solution of the above 
problem Mahatmaji told me that the promment members of the previous Working 
Committae and myself .should put our heads together and see if ue could arrive at 
an _ agreement I concurred and we made that attempt If we had succeeded m 
commg to a settlemetft; we would then have come up before the A I C C for 
formal ratification pf ^pur informal agreement Unfortunately though we spent 
several hours in discussing the matter we could not arrive at a settlement I have 
therefore to report to you with deep regret that I am unable to announce the per- 
sonnel of the new Wording Committee. 

I have been poudeiing deeply as to what I could do to help the A I C C 
in solvmg the problem that is now placed before it I feel that my presence as 
president at-this jimcture may possibly be a sort of obstacle or handicap in its path 
Eor instance, the A I C G may feel inchned to appoint a Working Committee 
,in,;wliich f shall _be a misfit I feel, further, that it may possiblj be easier for the 
A I C ttr settje the matter, if it can have a new President After mature deli- 
beratioirtbSrSore, and m an entirely helpful spurt I am placing my resignation 
m yoltr hamls'^ , 

The timb'flf 'nrfaiisposal has been very short and hence I could prepare only 
a biief statement. ■_^evertheless this brief statement will, I hope, succeed m clanfy- 
hng the; situation as rf now stands ” 

Shri'fiubhas _Chandra Bose then requested Shnmati Sarojmi Naidu, the senior- 
^ost ex-PresuTent". present to take the chair of the Comnjittee and regulate the 
proceedmgSkOf* ^ jupeting _ 

After Sh^ ^-arojini JDevi took the cha& Shrt' :J(sXjtiharlal Nehru placed 
befole-the^ House 'the proposition that Shn. Stibhas Chandra. Bose be requested to 
Vithdraw ’ his' .r&ignation and nominate., afresh the old -Workmg Committee 
%hich fiffiet^ned In 1938 Shn Jawaharlal Nehru explained that considering the 
-SpA internal situation of the country it was imperative “that a way out muSt 
he jdand‘tQ-'end the controversy raised by Shn Pant’s resolution passed at Tnpun 
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nnd that the proportion he put befoie the Hoiise was such as would command the 
laigest nieasuie of common agieement As for the infusion of ficsh blood in the 
Woiking Committee he explained that two old members of the Committee Shiis 
Jamnalal Baja) and Jaiiamdas Doulatiam \ull be soon resigning then seats on the 
Committee foi leasons of health This would enalde Shn Bose to nominate in con- 
sultation with his colleagues two new membeis fiom othei gioups thus adding ficsh 
blood to the Committee Shii Nehiu invited opinion on Iub pioposition The pio- 
position was suppoited by Shn Rafi Ahmad Kidwai and Shn Jatprakash Narayan 
There weie howeiei ceitain amendments moved by the membeis 

The discussion was not concluded when the sitting was adjourned foi the day 
The A I C 0 meeting leassembled the next day, April 30, 1939 Shn 
Jawaharlal Nehru made a statement that the proposition he had put foiwaid the 
previous day was with a view to end contioveisy and not to impose a Working 
Committee on Shn Bose, as was made out by some of the speakeis on the Resolu- 
tions in the comments m the local piess That was \ei7 far fiom his intention He 
also thought it was no use debating the proposition if it did not meet with the 
approval of Shn Subhas Chandia Bose He therefore lequested a definite leply fiom 
Bnn Subhas Chandra Bose whethei the proposition met with his approval and as a 
consequence he was prepared to withdraw his resignation 
In reply Shn Rose made the following statement — 

Shrl Bose’s Statement 

“The resolution that is now before the House is one with which I am vitally 
concerned and it would peihaps help the discussion if I could indicate my reaction 
to It I feel greatly honouied that Pandit Jawahailal Nehru should move a resolu- 
tion requesting me to withdraw my resignation But when I have not tendered my 
resignation in a light-heaited mannei, I should ponder deeply befoie coming to a 
decision So I welcomed the adjournment of the debate last evening. 

This resolution is in effect identical with the suggestion made infoimally by 
Mahatma Gandhi and otheis dunng my conversations with some memlxirs of the 
pievious Woiking Committee Oidinanly Mahatmaji’s word is? lair to me but where 
piinciplcs aie involved, I sometimes feel unable to accept his advice or suggestion.-* 
When unfoitunately Maliatma Gandhi has not found if possible to help us'B’y 
nominating the Woiking Committee should we attempt to sphe the pioblcm witliout 
lefeience to the Congiess constitution ? I leave it to you^^^Iiiends, to answer the 
question ' 

I shall now come to the practical aspect of the question* Judging from this 
point of view, the main question is, what soit of Cabinet is^needed now and fOi thh 
next few months ? ' 

Last year at Haiipuia I made thiee changes in the personnel of the pievious 
Cabinet My own view definitely is that there should be an-anclusion of freSh blood 
eveiy ycai To ensure continuity of policy, the majoiily of the old membeis may 
lemain But in a vast counti 7 like India, the highest eitecutive of the Congiess 
should not be made the close piesene of a group of individuals A change should 
therefore be made every ycai undci normal circumstances . 

Now what about an cmeigency like the present one You know that even in 
countiies like Great Biitain, where there aie well-defined political, jnitaes a wai- 
ciisis 01 a national emergency breaks down political baniei-s and bungs cm the same 
Committee people who noimally regard themselves as di o, , c, U. 'nd in 
Continental countnes like France, composite Cabinets aie i ( ik N i u ,y Aio 
we less partnotic than Biitisheis or Fienchmcn that we cannpt do-wnai they can i 
I lefuse to think that we aie so inferior to them in quality 

If we want a strong Cabinet with a dynamic uigc it is Beoessary for us to put- 
representatives of diiierent shades of opinion in the Congress, giving the jpiajonty to«> 
those who will cnsuie- continuity of policy If we do not allow ihft inclhsiop of 
flesh blood the Cabinet" will lose in power and potency If in counTnes like GiCat^* 
Bntain it is necessaiy to do mvay _with paity Cabinets in times tif waf-crisis and/ 
substitute ‘ national GatSfiets”,* do w"e wot feel the same necessity hero f " - 

It may be aigueff that such composite Cabinets will be too heterogeneous to 
function properly ‘ But such an appiehension is unfounded Wathjn the A I, G ^ 
or within the Congress theie are difierent shades of opinion But* do ire not havd^t ■ 
large measuie of agieement among ourselves ? Are we not all of ns iSitviti^xaiir' 
lists who accept the picsent Constitution, ciecd and policy of the -Congiess ? A’re 
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not 'll! Congressmen homogeneous m this sense, vis-a-vis the world outside ? I am 
afraid, that we sometimes give a too narrow meaning to the word homogeneity 

Let us face the fact that the Congress has changed its composition to some 
extent since 1921 The change should be reflected in the composition of the Working 
Committee -also, so that that Committee may be truly representative of the general 
body of the Congress Further, we should not forget the latent imphcations of the 
Totmg at the last Presidential election Shall we not move with the times, see the 
writing on the wall and adjust ourselves to it ? 

I do not know exactly the mind of the A I C C to-day, but I respectfully 
submit that if you desire that I should continue as President you should be good 
enough to show some consideration for the views indicated above. If, however, you 
think otherwise you should landly release me from the responsibility of President- 
ship Serious ana critical times are ahead of us We must pool our'' resources and 
pull our whole u eight if we are to emerge tnumphant out of the external cnsis that 
is fast overtaking us To this arduous task I shall contribute my humble mite. 
IVliat does it matter if I am not m the Presidential Chair ? My services uuU be 
always at the disposal of the Congress and of the country for what they are worth 
I claim to have sufficient patriotism and sufficient sense of discipline to be able to 
work as an ordmary soldier in this great fight for India’s political and economic 
emancipation ” 

The Chairwoman Shrtmatt Natdu after he had finished made an appeal to Shn 
Bose to accept the proposition of Sn Jawaharlal She explamed how two seats 
would be available for mfusion of fresh blood in the Committee. She also thought 
that with mutual goodwill some other changes may be made in the composition 
of fte Committee in the near future. She request^ the President to mform the 
House of his definite opmion in the light of Shri Nehru’s assurances and her appeal 

Eeplymg to Jawaharlal’s statement and Shnmati Naidu’s appeal, Shn 
Subhas Bose said 

' In the statement which I have just made before the House I thought I 
made any position perfectly clear I have nothmg to add to what I have stated 
therem As ^to my attitude on the question of lesisrnation, as I submitted at 
the very beginning, I submitted my resignation m an entirely helpful spint H 
'you ask me here afld now to give my final reply, as the President had asked 
me4o do, I cifn say this that my final leply can onlj depend on the form of the 
rcaiilution to be adopted by the *A I C C At this stage I do not know what 
resolution will be adopted by the A I C 0 and until I know that, it is 
impossriile for me to give a final reply ” 

This reply was considered by the Chairwoman and Shn Jawaharlal as too 
vague The latter therefore sought leave of the House to withdraw his Eesolution 
PermSssicHi was granted by the House and the proposition was withdrawn 

Thereafter the Chairtcoman pointed to the House that as Shn S C Bose had 
‘refused to withdraw his resignation by rejecting Shri Jawaharlal’s proposition the 
House should proceed to elect a * new President At this stage a point of order 
was raised that the resignation of the Piesident had not yet been accepted by the 
house Shnmati Naidu replied ‘‘The President has told you that he has not 
light-heartedly tepdered his resignation The resignation stands there The A I 
O' C cannot be without a President Therefore ■\ou have got to elect a new 
PiesidenP” She" then read out article X of the Congress Constitution Howeier, 
at this stage Shn Ktharendu Butt Mazumdar sought and obtained permission of 
the chair to m'di'n a resolution to the effect that in view of the assurances given 
by Pandit JawahailaT Nehru and Shn Soiojim Naidu and in view of his 
condition of mmd as evinced m his statement this House requests the President 
to withdraw his resignation Some speeches were made for and agamst it Shn 
S G. Bose, however, requested the mover to withdraw the resolution which he did. 

Mrs Katdu then^ruled that the House do proceeij- Srth the election of the 
new President Shn ^ F, Nanman at this^ stae^rafSedaa point of order that as 
the President had been* elided by the general b^od^ of '&e4el^ates, the A I G C 
was not competent to elect a new President ' ‘ 

The point of .order was replied to by Shri Bhulabhai DesGri'whuread the pro- 
vision laid down in article X (viu), whidi says that ‘‘m the event of an emergency 
arising by reason of.any cause such as death or resignation of the^ President elected 
as above the,General Secretary shall forthwith fix a date for a fresh’ election by the - 
,ldj?legate3 ^reso^ed above In case such procedure is foimd not possible the All 
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Indn Congress Committee shall elect the Piesident ” He added that if this rvas 
not sufficient, the House eould also proceed to elect the Picsidcnt in teims of Ait 
XII (b), which says that “The A I C C shall carry out the piogrammc of noik 
laid down by the Congress from session to session and deal with the nen matters, 
that may anse duiing its term of office ” To piove that an emergencj existed 
Shn B Desai pointed out that the Congress oiganisation at the time nas 
without a President, the Working Committee oi the Geneial Secretary 

When Shri Bhulabhai had finished, Shn Subhas Bo«e got up and said that it 
was not tiue to say that theie was no acting General Secietary There nas the 
acting General Secretary, -whom he had appointed and that the office machinciy nas 
competent to call the meeting of all the delegates for the puroose of electing the 
new President The Chair honcver ruled that there nas no Geneial Secrctaiy in 
terms of the Congiess Constitution, that an emeigency existed and the House was 
competent to elect a new President for the remaining portion of the year 

Dr Choithram Gidwani thereupon moved that Babu Bajendia Piasad be 
elected as President of the A I C C for the remaining period of the jear Babu 
Mohanlal Salsena seconded the Eesolution The Eesolution was voted upon and 
declaied carried 

Shn Rajendra Prasad then took the chair and made the following speech 
amidst inteiTuptions made from a section of Bengali visitois 

“Friends, I have been called upon to discharge the oneious duty of the President 
by the All India Congress Committee During the past few da^s that we hare 
been heie we hare been discussing and considenng the grarc pioblem befoie us 
and I have not felt happy at all at what has happened Considering the situation 
that confronts the country, the internal position of the Congiess itself and raiious 
other factors rvhich we hare to face, it is not a bed of roses on which you, friends, 
have called on me to sit I hare lealised moie than anybody else the difficulties, 
the trials and tiibulations which await anjone in these ciicumstances who is called 
upon to hold the office of the Piesident of the Congress It has, theicfoie, IpcKi not 
a pleasure to me to accept jour mandate 

“We hare appealed to Sj Subhas Chandia Bose to continue to shoulder the . 
burden of the oftice of the Piesident I requested and imploded him to foim a ' 
Woiking Committee of his own liking, composed of people who shared his vicrvj In 
entirety, and we wcie piepaied to go rnth him as fai as possible I assuicd foni 
fuilhei tint if he did that, I would not foi myself— and if I may sjeak for other®, 
they also would not stand in his way and there rrould be absolu^y no obstnrction 
But unfoitunately he could not see eye to eye with me and he thought that in the 
circumstances the best course foi him was to resign I am really Sony foi that 
It IS with a sense of duty and doing my little bit foi the countiy tlrat I am heie 
to-day I did not covet the Presidentship 

“Gonsideiing the ciicumstances in which we aie situated to-day, I would im- 
plore you, all membeis of the A I C C to extend to me your indulgence and 
your good-will It is difiicult for any President to achicre anything without the 
help and co-operation of all The difficulties of the President under the situation 
like the present one have been doubled Without your co-opeiation. good-wili and 
help it rvould be imjiossible for me to do any thing When youieceired the declaiation 
of my election ruth cheeis, that did not make me elated , on the otlicr hand I was 
oreiwhelmed rvith a sense of responsibility I hope that the suppoit of all memheis, 
whaterei their views whaterei then difibiences will be gnen to me- It is in 'that 
confidence and hope that I appeal to you to gire me your help 

‘I see heie that some friends arc displeased with what has happened They 
have eveiy right to be displeased, and I hare no quaiicl with them- I have been 
called to this oneious position by the All India Congiess Committee Jf at-sny 
moment I feel that I am not wanted or theie is any indication of roui rvish that 

I should not be in this postt‘1 shall obey you, as I am obeying you now wdien row „ 

have called me to this (Mhce , I Jiave also said that it woflld be my duty to 
gire effect to the. rcsQltjtjpns -whieh hare been passed by the Cbngie=s 

to the best of my ability, and I think it is also the" duty of ereiy member' 

and I hare not the „least doubt that j they will dischaige tlibir -duty as well 
We do not have to lay down any iiciv rolicy just at the present moment The 
policy IB there It has been laid down by the Congiess We have to dense wars 
and means for gifing effect to it, and I ajn hopng that in deviung- ways and . 
means rve shall be all united and we shall hare co-opeiation amongst -eath.<0lhe;^~ 

The meeting rvas adjourned for the day. 
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The third sitting of the A I C C -sras held on the 1st May, mth B-ibu 
Rajendra Prasad in the Chair Opening the proceedings Babu Eajendra Prasad addres- 
sed the House and observed that befoie the business of the dav staited he wanted to 
make certain observations Yesterday he explained to them the circumstances under 
■svhich he had to accept the icsponsibilitj and also made it clear that the moment 
they disapproved he would vacate He regietted that Subhas Babu did not find 
it possible to withdraw his resignation But since it has happened there was no 
use lamenting it He wanted to congratulate S]t Bose for the sincentv with which 
he tried to find out a solution of the present tangle 

In the hves of such individuals such occasions did occur and they had to 
be faced He derived greal satisfaction from the fact that Shn Bose had promised 
to giie his fullest support He, on his part, would try his best to utilize Subhas 
Babu s services and his talents for the good of the country He added that after 
a great deal of dehberation, he had come to the decision that the old Working 
Committee should continue It nas, however, regrettable that Shn Bose did not see 
his way to serve on the Committee Pt Nehru also had declined, but, at the same 
time, he too had given an assurance of his fullest support and he in return assured 
Pt Nehru ^that he (Shn Eajendra Prasad) would avail of every opportunity of uti- 
linng Pt Nehru’s services and give due weight to his suggestions He then referred 
to' the change made in the Workmg Committee, that is, the inclusion of Dr B C 
Eoy and Dr Profulla Chandra Ghosh He added that the remaining one seat will 
be filled later Continuing he said that the A I C C was meetmg under difficult 
circumstances and therefore he suggested that after passing a few resolutions of a 
non-controversial nature the Committee should adjourn so that the Working Committee 
might have time to consider the situation and chalk out the future programme He 
also said that the next meetmg of the A I C C would be held in about a month’s 
time to afibrd the House opportunity to give its decision on important issues 

Eeviewing the resolutions to be placed before the meeting, he said that one of 
them was about the war It was true that the Tripun CongresV paised a resolution on 
this Siibject-'but as the matter was very important it was necessary that the attitude 
of the' Congress should be reiterated The recent changes made m the Government 
of India Act also vindicated that the question had become very important and its 
cpnsiderafion could not be postponed Other questions were those relatmg to the 
Organisational aspect of the Congress and matters which the Afncan delegation had 
rejiresented These weie some of the matters which the A I C C had to consider 
before it adjourn^"* 

- Personnel ol the Working Committee 

The Piesident then announced the following personnel of the new Woiking 
Committee — ^ ; 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Shnmati Sarojtm Naidu, Sardar Vallahhbhat 
Patel, Khan AbduJ- Ghaffar Khan, Seth Jamnalal Bajaj [Treasurer), Dr PattabJn 
Sttaramayyq, Shris Jaiiamdas Doulatram, J B Krtpalani [General Secretary), 
BhUlabhaf, 3t,~Desat, Shankeriao Deo, Harehrtshna Mehtab, Dr B C Roy, Dr 
Profulla Chandra Ghosh 

A Protest 

After the President had finished, Shrt K F Nariman sought and obtamed the 
permission of the Chart to read out to the House a protest from some 28 members 
of the A I 6 C against the alleged illegality of the A I C C proceedings m 
connection with ^he^electjon of the new President 


Besolntions 


The followmg resolutions recommended, fey ^he.Wor^ng- Committee were then 
passed — , . v ** 

Coudolenrsc ' 

This Committee places on record its -deep sense of loss at the death of Sjts 
Birendra Chandra MazuStdaf M L A and Manoranjan Banerji, two veteran Congress 
jTorkers and others as a Jesuit of the lailway disaster at Majdia 


^ ■'War Danger and Amendment ol The India Act ^ 

In view oi tbejuamment dangef" of mtematioiial war, the A I C C reminds 
■ and all others concerned of the national pohey in regard to war which 
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the Congress hos often proclaimed This policy will be stiictly adhered to and the 
Congress is determined to oppose all att. mpts to impo&e a ii ar on Indian lesources 
in a liar without the consent of the Indian people 

The Committee has noted ivith disapproial the despatch of a small body of 
Indian troops towards Aden as this can only mean their emplojmcnt for British 
imperialist purposes 

The Committee, in particular, records its complete disapproval of the attempt 
being made by the Biitish Goiernment to amend the Government of India Act with 
a lien t . - power, in the e\ent of a war emergency, in the hands 

of the • which functions completely as an agent of Biitish 

Imneiial • gress is not interested as a rule in amendments to the 

India Act and has uorked for the whole Act to be ended, it cannot tolerate an 
amendment which strikes at the very basis of Provincial Autonomy and reduces it 
to a farce in case of war, which in effect ciaates a war dictatorship of the Central 
Government in India, and which makes Piovincial Governments helpless agents of 
Imperialism Any attempt to impose such an amendment on India must and will 
be lesistcd in 01017 way open to the Congress Provincial Governments are warned 
to be leadj to cany out the policy in this respect as may be deteimined by the 

A I C C or the Woiking Committee as the case may be 

3 Reform in the Congress Machinery 

In pursuance of the resolution passed at the Tripuri fecssion of the Congress 
regarding reform in the Congress machinery the A I 0 C appoints a Committee 
consisting of the Picsident, Shiis Jawahailil Nehiu, B Pattablu bitaramaija, 
Naiendra Deo and J B Kiipalani to iccommend measures for the purification of 
the Congress in terms of the Congress Eesolution 

4 Bengal Political Prisoners 

This meeting of the A I C C while appreciating the stienuous effoits 

made by Mahatma Gandhi to secure the release of political piisoneis 111 Bengal, 

notes with regret the failure of the negotiations between Gandhi]i and the -Huq 
Ministry on the matter t 

The time during which Gandhiji expected to secure the release of all political 
prisoneis is over In view of the stiff and callous attitude of the Benggl Minister 
and the policy adopted by it, the release of the long-teim piisoneis has become 
almost a hopeless question 

In the opinion of the A I 0 0 there is no longer any justification to 

detain the prisoners in jail who have been convicted during an emergency period 
mostly under special powers and especially so, when the prisoners have openly 
expressed their aversion to terrorism > 

This meeting of the A I C C therefore, resolves to make the Release 
of these pnsoneis a vital all India issue and instiucts the Working Committee to * 
fix all India Political Prisoners Day and to diiect the Congress Committee to 
begin a vigoious agitation for the imraeditate unconditional release cf all political 
piisoners Similarly an agitation should be earned on legarding telea^ of political 
piisoneis in the Punjab also , 

5 Kenya Highlands 

The A " notes with giave concern the .promulgation 

of an Ordei on of highlands indxenja lot Emopcaiis 

which IS a and assuiances by the SecJ’cthij of State 

foi colonies and the Gov einraent of India, and peipetuates Ihe' polios' of racial 
disciiraination and is an insult to India 

The All India Congress Committee also places on record its opinion that 
the Government of Indra-haverfailcdjto.do their duty by the- Indians m Kenya 
The AH India Congi css -Gommitthfrgs fuithei of opinion that situation in Kenya 
cannot be meUby elToits on the part oh the Government of India and requests 
the Working Goainfittoe to take necesSaiy steps in this behalf 

, NOTES ( 1 ) ThevRajkot Tangle ,-c 

The last issue of our bulletin lecored the ciiciimstances in which Gandhiji 
broke his Eajkot fast As soon as he had pufiiciently xecovteied he^ proceeded to 
Delhi to discuss matters with the Viceioy There were sev’eral prolonged conversa- 
tions The Eajkot dispute was refeiied to Bn Maurice Gwycr lOX- «rbitratiou and. 

< * » A k 1'.. « 
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teims of lefeience settled in consultation with Shiis V Patel and Virwala After 
an exhaustne examination of the dispute, Sii Maniice Gwjei announced his 
anaid He upheld in its entiiety the mteipietation of Shii Vallabhbhai Patel of 
the E i]kot Diubai notihc ition NO 50 d ited Decembei the 26th 193S and the 
note sent by His Highness the Thakoie Sahib to Saidai Patel on ’the same 
date bn Mauiice adjudged that the tiue constiuction of each document is that 
the Thakoie Sahib undei takes to appoint the peisons 'uliom Mi Vi Patel may 
lecommend and that he does not leseiie to himself my disci etion to lejcct those 
nhom he docs not appioie The auard haiing been announced it now lemained 
f 01 the Thakoie Sahib to implement it Aftei the announcement , of the awaid 
Gandhiji had a flesh senes of conveisations with the Viceioy He then pioceeded 
back to Rajkot to see that the awaid was implemented and obstacles aitificial oi 
otheiwise lemoied It may be lemembeied in this connection that befoie the 
lefeience of the dispute to the Chief Justice, the Thakeie Sahib had, foi leasons 

into -which we need not go heie, gnen piomise of ie=eryation of seats on the 

Committee foi the Muslims and Bhayits of the State Neithei the notification 
noi the awaid of Sii Maiiiice provided for separate lepiesentation of these 
interests However, a fuiious agitation at the instance of the authorities, foi 
commimal and sectional lepiesentation on the Committee, was started and’ this 
cheated an atmosjiheie in which the smooth woikiug out of the Duibai’s notification 
in teims of Sir Maui ice awaid was well nigh impossible Gandhiji theiefoie 
made an attempt to ledeem in some foim the piomise given by the Thakoie 

Sahib to the spokesmen of the Muslims and Bhayats, consistently with the puipose 

foi which he had fasted He suggested to the Thakoie Sahib the enlaigement 
of the Committee in oidei to make possible sepaiate lepiesentations of these 
special interests, care being taken that a majoiity, be it a ^ajoiity of one only, 
IS jireseived for the Paiished which alone had fought and stiiiggled for the lights 
of the people 


The pioposal was turned down by the Thakore Sahib as being inconsistent 
with the award Gandhiji replied that with mutual agieement such modifications 
, of the noUfieation weie possible and that the awaid did not at all stand in the 
" -wvay ' When this obvious way out was baried by the uni eason able attitude of the 
Thakoie Sahib and his adviser, Gandhiji had to apply his mind to evploiing other 
avenups. He had jiiolouged and stiennous consultations with the lepieseiitatives 
of the Muslims ana Bhayats foi ev-olving a mutually acceptable formula Gandhiji 
put it to them that they could be Saidai’s nominees on the Committee if they 
agreed to work with the Paiished nominees as a team , otherwise if they disagreed 
in vital m,attei6 and the communal repiesentatives sided with the oSicial block on 
the Committee^ the veiy purpose of the Committee would be fiustiated and the 
' glim and protracted struggle which the Paiished had gone through would be 
'***,6011-8101^663 *An alternative position for them was to press then communal and 
sectional claitiis and leave the essential task of constitution making to the 
Parished representatives Neither of these alternatives however proved acceptable 
to- the Muslims and Bhajats and they elected to keep out of the 

Committee The negotiations having fallen thiough Gandhiji had no option left 
hut to send flife names of seven Parished nominees of Saidai V Patel to the 
»■* Thakoie Sahib He* also requested that the labour of the Committee be finished 
by some sp^fied time Shri Virwala leplied asking for proofs that the six 
nominees were the subjects of the State The leply gave a deep shock to 
Gandhiji If this was the spmt in which the Gwjer award was going to be 
implemenjed there would be no end to obstructions and delays 

Of 'the seven names proposed for the Committee three were accepted by 
the State itself for the Reform Committee announced by it in January There 
could be, on the face of it, no possibility --jrf ^ any doubt as to their being 
State subjects Then agaiii the State owed'" it tef itself ithd* jthe public that it 
should give some idea of the objection it had to the Sarflar’-s -representatives 
•being considered as State subjects NblhKig of the ‘kind was done Gandhiji 
however sent the required proofs Bat all this left a bad taste rn the mouth 
Why this wilful obstiuctiveness on the part of the Thakore Sahib and his 
adviser Shri Virawala and this distressing lack of grace in fulfillmg their 
part of the solemn contract. 

Gandliiji met again the President and explained to him the implications and 
consequences of the way the affaifo of the Reform Committee were handled 
' by the State authorities Sir Gibson advised Gandhiji to see Daibar Virawala 

Z T ' 
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This he did Thoic iias i long coineisntion between the tiio m ^hich Gindhiji 
cvpl.nncd the position of nff uis ns he san it nnd henid Dnrbat Vinw ill’s 
icnetions to it Gnndhiji csplnincd that it ins easy foi him to inioke the 
assistance of the Pinmount Roiici and nut an end to all icxations delais 

but this he ms c\ticmelv aieisc to do He desired Viramla’s lulling and 
hearty cooperation If the Reform Committee nas such a disagreeable imposition, 
Gandhiji made to him uhat he termed a spotting offer He said he iioulcl 

iovego the Eefoim Committee and allow the Thakorc feahib to 'mpoint a Com- 
mittee of his oiin nominees and draft a constitution If the baidar oi the 
Paushed was not satished with the drafted constitution, they would submit 
amendments nhich if not acceptable to the State authorities could be refericd 
to Sir Maiuice Guyer foi aibitiation in terms of the notification Dirbai 

Viiauala rejected Gandhiji’s offer Gandluji found himself m an e'ltrcmely 
delicate and embaiiassing position as eicry leasonable pioposal of his uas 
ictoed by Daibai Viiaiiala As is ins way he did not iiant to coeice but 
Win Viiawala by persuasion As a final gesture he told him that he (Gandhiji) 
would withdiaw fiom the scene of conflict and leaie Virawala complete 

freedom to pursue his ways and siiisfy the people If Viiawali could win 
the people’s confidence and give them a workable constitution none would be 
more happy than he To furthci facilitate an agreed solution of the tangle he 
adiised tne Paiished to pitch then demands as low as would bo consistent 
With then real and pressing wants 

This put the Piince and his adiisei on their honour If they were genuine 
in then desiie to placate then people, no bettei oppoitunity could hare 
presented itself to them But no such desire was nsible The scheme of 
icforms they haie pioposed letiins the substance of power in their hands 
Negotiations weie started foi reasonable alteiations in the scheme but they 
bale fallen through The prospect in Rajkot is therefoie daik indeed Gandhiji s 
rcintenention is sought by the people He is proceeding again to Rajkot 

It may be noted heie that in the conise of the negotiations the Bhayats 
accused Gandhiji of bieach of piomise The Bharats held that Gandhiji in.- 
ins lettei to them of Maich 11 gaie a definite and unconditional piomise that' ’ 
a rcpiesentatue of the Bhayats would be taken on the Refojm Committee 

Gandhiji asseited that his lettei was being misconstrued and that he gaAc iro 

unconditional promise The Bhayats howeiei peisistcd m theil charge of 

breach of faitn on the part of Gandhiji and made otbei unseoully attacks 
This chaige of bieach of faith gueied Gandhiji deeply ’ 

The Bhayats howerei kept up this agitation and insisted uixm getting 
the inteipictation of the lettei fiom &n Maurice Gandhiji did not want to 
tiouble bii Maurice and would hare piefencd the mattei being placed before a 
judge of the Bombay High Coiut He howeiei bad no objectfon if Sir'* 

Maurice took up the mattei '■ 

(2) Anb War Day 

In lesponse to the appeal of President Subhas Chandra Bose, the Congitiss 
obseiied 23id April as anti-Wai Day Meetings weie held in the eiening in 
irapoitant towns and cities at which lesolutions weie passed condemnjng the * 

Amending Bill leccntly intioduced in the Biitish Pailiament empowenng the ' 

Cential Goveinment to dcpiive the Pioiincial Goieinments of then normal 
poweis m the eicnt of wai eraeigency arising at any time The lesolutions 

also made deal hcioiid doubt India’s deteimination to non-vidlently resist any 

attempt to imolie India in such a wai oi to exploit India’s man-power oi 
natuial icsomees foi wai -purposes 

^(3) The National Week 

The National week Was' observed lluoiighout the countiy fiom Apiil G to 
13 Meetings, flag'-Loisting ceieraonies sale and bawlnng of Khadi formed as 
usual the princijial features of the »cciebiation8 Apiil 13th was obsened as 
the Jalhanwalla Bagh Day, a day leminding us alike of the shame of our 
Bcmtude and oui deteimination to count ho saciifice as too great for ending it 
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THE ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 

Bombay— 24th June to 27th June 1939 

A meeting of the All India Congress Committee was held at Bombay on 
June 24, 25, 26 and 27 m a special pandal elected for the purpose Babu 
Rajendra Prasad piesided Before commencing the proceedings of the meeting, Babu 
Kajendra Prasad made the following statement on behalf of the AVorking Committee 

Presidents Statement 

The Working Committee have been entrusted with the task of guiding the 
Congress organisation and the coimtry at a time of peculiar difficultj', when the 
international situation is continually on the veige of crisis and many of our 
national problems have also reached a grave and critical stage The responsibility 
nhich the Committee have to shoulder is thus heavy, and recent eients, and the 
circumstances under which the Committee came into existence, add to that lesponsi- 
bility The crises that overhang the woild and India demand from us unity of 
action, the sinking of petty difFeiences, the co-operation of all those who care for 
the independence of India, and the maintenance of the Congress as a strong and 
disciplined organisation At such a time the Executive of the Congress can only 
function effectnely and advance the cause of Indian freedom, if it has the full 
confidence of the All India Congress Committee and the good-will of Congressmen 
and the countrj' It is the earnest desire of the Working Committee to hare that 
confidence and goodwill and to serve the country by preparing it for the great 
struggles that loom anead Unfortunately forces of disintegration are at work m 
the country and m the Congress and domestic faction and internal conflict absorb 
much of our attention and neaken our movement In this hour of threatening peiil. 
It is the duty of all those who care for a fiee and united India to combat these forces 
of disruption and endeavour to put an end to internal conflict, so that all the vital 
elements m the Congress and the coimtry might pull together for the common good 
It is with this object m view that the Working Committee approach their task 
'•;^uid they claim the willing co-opeiation of all Congressmen in it 

The danger-Jaf world war is ever present and it might materialise m the course 
of motiths Ihis would be a disaster to the woild, but if unfortunately war comes, 
atteir^ts are likely to be made to invohe India in it Already the Biitish Govern- 
mettfr have taken some steps to this end in India, and the proposed amendment of 
the Government of India Act prepares the ground for further action by concentrating 
all power, m the event of war, in the hands of the Central Government This 
Government is only' an agent of the Biitish Government and is m no way respon- 
^^.sible to the people of India Such a war will thus be of vital concern to India and 
"^ithere is giSle ^danger of our being exploited for imperialist purposes We must 
theiefore be>“rejidy to meet this crisis and to lesist all attempts to drag us into war, 
and thus ^ve efiect to the oft-declaied pohcy of the Congress 

But apart form international happenings, the national problems that we have to 
^ '^face-are of th& gravest import, and the position of oui countiyraan oveiseas is 
lapidly •becoming intolerable In Burma, they hare suffered already greatly, in 
Cejlou steps are- being taken uhicli will do injustice and injury to thousands of 
Indians, in the Belgian Congo Indian merchants are being harassed and persecuted, 
in Erst ^Africa the .policy of discriminating against oui coiintrjmen, to then 
glare disadraptage, continues to be pursued In feouth Africa the Goremment 
of the Umbn are deliberately committing a bleach of solemn agreements and 
endeavouimg to humiliate oui people by segiegating them and a situation which 
miaj lead-^to -passive resistance by our countiyi&$^ there is developing 

In Indian States -there has been a ^Walked, deteuorafron of the situation 
jmd many of the Rulerfi or then adrafeers have pursued of intensive 

.oppression and, in some cases, of unabashed ^angsteiism against tneiv pgople In Onssa 
and Kathiawurmnd elsewhere tragedies and inhumanities have occiiired, in which 
many peisons.hare been done to death, and thousands have become i-gfugees and 
homeless wanderers .The Working Committee realise fullj that the struggle in the 
States IS ft Mtal paiTof the larger struggle for Indian freedom and cannot be dis- 
sociated from it The Committee •^re guided by the resolution of the Tnpun Con- 
gress and will seek to gii e efiect Jp it in so far as they can But the Committee are 
convinced that the burden of the -struggle must ineiitably fall on the people of the 
States and they cannot advance without developing self-rehance and strength 
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A significant featuie of the States struggle has been the part played by the 
repiesentatiies of the Biitish Goieinment Ihe paiamouut poner has in many 
cases thionn the weight of its influence on the side of the misgoveinment of the 
lulcis and has itself taken pait in the lepicssion of the people This policy of the 
Biitish Qoveinment has dcmonstiated still fuithei the dangeis in the scheme of 
Fedeiation which the Congress has completely rejected Although Federation is 
not a live issue at present, it is possible that attempts might still be made to impose 
it on India feuch an imposition, if it comes, must be combated and the country 
prepared for it 

The geneial policy of the British Government in India continues to flout 
Indian opinion and to further British vested inteiests at the expense of the peasant 
and of Indian industry As a recent instance of this may be mentioned the 
imposition of the Indo-Biitish pact m the face of an oveiwhelming vote of the 
Central Legislature against it 

Conditions in India have reached a stage of stalemate which is detiimental 
to the progress of the country, and deterioration is ineiitable unless a lapid 
advance is made We cannot merely wait for the British Government to impose 
Federation, so that we might combat it and theieby seek to reach our objectne It 
rs necessary for us to devise means to do so apart from any action trken by the 
British Government In the ojiinion of the Working Committee the situation 
in the w'oild and in India urgently demands, in the interests of our people as well 
as freedom, that Indian independence be recognised and steps be taken to establish it 

The Provincial Goveiments hare to-day to face many seiious pioblems which 
require for their solution the united strength and wisdom of all of us In some 
piorinces communalism and sectarianism have increased and hare resulted in riots 
and bloodshed and in intolerance and bitterness of feeling The Working Committee 
have noted this deteiioiation with distress for they realise that such conflicts and 
divisions are barriers to all progress They are keenly anxious to do all in their 
power, in co-opeiation with Congressmen and all others, to root out the causes of 
communal disharmony 

Theie are thus all these and many other vital pioblems which face the coun- 
try, and it IS clear that the Congress can only tackle them effectively if its own house 
IS in ordei At present there is conflict within the Congje^s which. '•■disables 
us and the growth iii the powei of the Congiess has , led to undosiiahle 
practices and the cntiy of many fictitious names in oui lolls, which weak^ the 
organisation Even within the oiganisation disiuptive and airti Congress elements 
have found place The first and most urgent problem foi the Congiess is therefoic 
to purify the oiganisation and make it a disciplined and efieefive instiument of the 

E eople’s will The Congress has been built up as a fighting organisation and it 
as functioned as such on many occasions in uie struggle for India’s freedom Th* 
future has greater struggles for us, and if we allow the oiganisatibn tti weaken orA” 
to lose rtselt in petty faction, we would be unrvoithy of the trust imposed on us 
With the object of tightening up the Congiess oiganisation attempts hare been 
made to amend the Constitution The Tiipuii Congiess gave special aufhoiitj to 
tbe A I C C for this piiipose and iccommendations to this effect will be coiiM- 
deied bv the A I C C It is deal, howerci, that the object aimed at-cannot be 
achieved by mechanical means only , it lequiies an earnest and joint endear our by 
all Congressmen The Working Committee trust that it will be in this spurt that 
all the members of the A I C C will consider this question 

Among the recommendations made by the Constitution Bub Committee was 
the addition of some words to Article V (c) of the Constitufion so that the rule 
applying to communal organisation might also be applied to othei •'ntmational oi- 
ganisations The Woikilig ComTaiJClee -agreed with this recommendation and indeed, 
ns woided, it capnot be'objccded to ft m the inheient right of an oiganisation to 
protect itself uy- '=lbts way against iiral .organisation and, disiuptire forces Nercr- 
theless the Committee have decided not frfprcss for thiachange befoie-the A-I C CL 
They hav^ come to this decision as it is then desire to aroid, gs far as possible, 
any misappiehension in the minds of members of the A. I C C and others so that 
the changes in the Constitution might be considered and passed in a spirit of 
goodwill *' ‘ 

It appeared to the Working Committee that there was a fear in the minds 
of some Congressmen that the proposed change in Arbcle (c) was intended to be 
used to penalise opinions or to suppress oiganisations This fear wa^ entirely 
unjustified The 43ongiess stands for freedom of opinion and the right to express 
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it When, however, any organisation is continually being attacked and run down 
by another organisation it is improper for the same person to be a member of 
the executives of both the oiganisations This produces not only conflict between 
the organisations but continuous internal conflict within them It was with a 
view to avoid this and thus to have greater haimony eien between the organisations 
that the amendment to Aiticle V (c) was suggested But in view of the suspicions 
that some members have, the Working Committee have decided not to press for 
the change in the A I C C They desire that the Constitution, as amended, 
should be worked \iith the goodwill and co-opeiation of all concerned 

It IS clear, however, that the difiiculties that confront us today must be met 
and overcome if we aie to function effectively Every member of the Congress 
must realise that by saying or doing anything to bung the Congress mto disrepute 
or to weaken its prestige and influence, he is doing injury to the national cause 
No organisation can approve of such activities on the part of any of its members 
There have been in the past many instances where Congressmen, and even those 
occupying piominent positions in the organisation, have not hesitated to speak or 
act in a manner which is contrary to all discipline and which has injured the 
great organisation itself of which they claim to be loyal members If such 
indiscipline and disruptive tendencies continue, the Congress will inevitably be 
reduced to impotence They hare to be checked The surest way of checkmg 
them IS foi each Congressman to realise his responsibility and to appreciate that 
in these days of difficulty he must on no account encouiage disruption within the 
Congress In the event of mdividual Congressman deliberately disciediting the 
Congiess and promoting indisciphne, it becomes inevitable for disciplmary action 
to be taken against him in the interests of the organisation and the cause 

The Working Committee earnestly trust that every Congressman will give 
his co-operation m solving the great problem before the counti-y and in ma£ng 
the Congress a fit instrument for the service of the nation They hope that a 
joint endeavour will be made to lessen the spirit of faction within the Congiess 
and in the countiy, so that m the trials to come the Congress may be fully 
prepared, to carry India’s cause to a successful conclusion 

Resolutions 

The following resolutions recommended by the Working Committee were 
passed with slight verbal changes — 

1 Condolence 

This Committee has learnt with regiet of the sudden death, m the pnme of 
hiS life, of Dr Alimchand Udhoram, Congiess workei smce the non-co-oneiation 
.tlajB The Committee conveys its smcere condolences to the family of the deceased 
inilheir beieavement 

~ 2 Indians in Ceylon 

,.Thc All' India Congress Committee views with grave concern the measuies 
proposed by the Ceylon Government uath refeience to their Indian employees and 
hopes that it may be possible to find a way to avoid the most undesiiable and 
grave conflict thdt, as a result of these measures, is threatened between such neai 
and ancient neighbours as India and Ceylon 

The Committee cannot contemplate without much concern a quairel between 
the two countries which are separated by only a stiip of watei but which have a 
common culture and which have been mtimately connected fiom times immemorial 
The 'Committee desires- to explore eveiy means of aioiding conflict and, theiefore, 
appoints Pandit Jawaharlal Eehru to go to Ceylon and confer with the authonties 
and lepresentative associations and individuals .oa bjrfialf of --the Woiking Committee 
and do all that may be possible to effect a-pist and honourable settlement 

ft C 

^ • 3, Indians in Bonth Africa - - 

The A I C C regrets the attitude of the Union Government towards Indian 
settlers It betrays utter disregard of the obligations imdei taken by the predecessors 
of the present Government The pohcy just initiated by them is m direct breach 
of the Smuts-Gandhi Agreement 1914, the Capetown Agreement of 1927, the 
Feetham Commission of 1932 and thft- subsequent undertakings on behalf of the 
Union Goreinment The A I G. C notes with pride and satisfaction the firm 
Bland taken up by the Indians of South Africa They will have the sympathy of 
the whole Indian nation hehmd them in their fight for self-respect and honourable 
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existence The A I C C tiusts that there will be no dissensions -imong them 
and that they 11111 piesent a united fiont The A I C G appeals to the Union 
Go\ eminent to letiace then steps and cany out the piomises of their predecessors to 
adopt a policy of piogressne amelioiation in the status of the Indian Nationals 
in Soutli Afiica 80 per cent of whom aie boin and bied m that sub-continent 
and to nhom South Afnca is then only home 

4 Constituhonal Amendments 

Shri J B Krtpalam moved the ‘Constitutional Amendments’ as pioposod by 
the Constitution &ub Committee together with the amendments suggested by the 
Woiking Committee Numeious amendments weie moved to the pioposed amend- 
ments A few were accepted and the rest ie]ected Shii Bhulabhai Desat moved 
the new Article XI A senes of amendments weie moved to this They iieie all 
rejected by the House and the Article XI as proposed by the moici was adopted in 
Its entirety The new Constitution as amended at Bombay is printed sepaiatelj (p 35S) 

5 Satyagraha in Provinces 

This meeting of the A I C C lesolves that no Congressman may offer or 
organize any foim of featjagialia in the Administiatue Piovinccs of India without 
the pienous sanction of the Piovincial Congicss Committee conceincd 
6 Congress Ministries and the P C Cs 

The Woiking Committee has lepeatedly laid stiess on the desn ability of co- 
operation between the ministi^, the Congress paity and the P C C Without such 
CO operation misundeistandings aie likely to aiise with the lesult that the influence 
of the Congress will suffei In administiatue matteis the P C G should not 
interfeie with the discietion of the ministi^ but it is ahiays open to the csecutnc of 
the P CO to diaw the attention of the Goieinment piivatelj to any paiticiilar 
abuse or difficulty In matters of policy if theie is a diffeicnce between the ministry 
and the P C C refciences should be made to the Pailiamentaiy Sub-Committce 
Public discussion in such matteis should be avoided 

Non-Official Resolutions 

The A I C C office icceived notice of over 175 Non official Resolutions to be 
moved at the Bombay meeting of the A, I C C The lesolutions iieie ariungcd 
according to ballot 

The Picsident leceived three requisitions signed by seveial mcmbeis of the 
A I 0 0 lequesting that niioiity bo given to non official lesolutions on (1) Digboi 
Stiike, (2) Wai-Eesistance, (i) Unemployment which stood at No 48, No 24 and 
No 89 lespcctnely in the ballot The Picsidcnt obseiied that if he acceded to the 
requests made, the system of ballot would be reduced to a nullity Before houci« ' 
giving a ruling, he wanted the House to discuss the mattei Shii Satyamuiti and a 
few othois quoted the piactice of the Cential Legislatuie as well fis of provincial 
legislatuics, wheie the order of the ballot was strictlv adhered to aqd no majoiity 
vote was allowed to up set it Some uiged for upsetting the ballot foi giving pnonty 
to vital matteis in case a majoiity in the House agiced to it The President olfsei- 
V ed that the ballot was the faiiest system and to upset it by a majority vote vf’'ts to 
do wiong to minoiitics He would however on the present occasion give pnonty to 
a non-official resolution which had behind it the unanimous or almost unanimous 
support of the House At the same time he made it clear that this ruling of his 
was in no way binding on future Piesidents 

The House having unanimously agiced to ‘Digboi Strike’ being -given priority, 
Dr B C Boy moved the following resolution as recommended by the Woiking 
Committee m place of the non-official resolution of which notice had been given 
The resolution was passed^ utntmmoriBly 

, ' Digtloi Strike 

This^OtSnmittec views with grave concern tho piolongcd stilke at Digboi and 
expresses its sympathy with the stiikeis in their -distiess The Committea regrets 
that the Assam Oil Company has not seen- its way to accept the modest suggestion 
of lefeuing the question of the method and tinjc ot ic employment of the stiikeis to 
a conciliation Boaid to be appointed by the Gpycinment of Assam 

In the opinion of this Committee no corypiation, however big and influential it 
may be, can be above public ciiticism oi Government siipeivision and legitimate 
contiol Moieovoi, as was declaied at the Karachi session, the Congress policy is 
that theie should be State ownership or contiol -of key industries 'Ihe oil industry 
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IS undoubtedly a vital key industry This Committee therefore hopes that better 
counsels vill prevail mth the Company and that its directors -will accept the modest 
suggestion made on behalf of the Committee by the President of the Congress If 
howeier the directors do not see their way to do so, the Committee advises the 
Assam Government forthwith to undertake legislation for making the acceptance of 
the decisions of ConcihaTon Boards obligatory and further to give notice to the 
Companv that the Committee may reluctantly be obliged to take such steps as may 
be necessary to stop renewal of the lease to the Companv on its termination At 
the same time that this Committee urges the Company to' fall in with the ]ust sug- 
gestion made bv the Committee, it hopes that the Labour Union mil be readv to 
listen to the Committee’s advice and if they were to retam Congress and pubhc 
sympathy they wdl be ready and wilhng to abide by the advice that may be tendered 
to them by the Committee 

Separation of Andhra 

‘ Separation of Andhra” was the first non-ofiicial resolution to come up for 
consideration before the A I C C The nine resolutions precedmg it, were left out 
bj reason of their being either covered by the official resolutions or owing to the 
absence of those who had given notice of them The Resolution read as follows 

‘‘The All India Congress Committee is strongly of opinion that immediate steps 
should be taken for the formation of a separate Andhra provmce.” 

The resolution was passed by a majonty vo'^e. 


Constitution of the National Congress 

(4s amended by the Bombay Meeting of the A. L C C , June, 1939) 

Article J— Object 

The object of the Indian National Congress is the attainment by the people of 
India-Piirna Ewaraj (Complete Independence) by all legitimate and pesceful means. 

Article J/— Confetnents 

The Indian N'ttional Congress will compnse- — 

(1) Primarv members enrolled under Article HI i , , „ , , ^ 

(2) Village, Ward, Town, Taluka, Thana, Mandal, Tahsil Subdivision, District, 
or other local Committees , 

13) Provincial Congress Committees , 

(4) Annual Session of the Congress , 

" "(a) All India Congress Committee , 

(fi). Workinu Committee , and mav compnse (c) committees or associations 
directly 'organised' by the AU India Congress Committee or the Workmg Committee 
and (b) committees organised by any provincial Congress Committee m accordance 
with the rules framed by it in 'that* behalf and approved by the V orkmg Committee. 

Article JJ7— Membership 

(a) Anv person of the age of IS years and over who beheves in Article I 
shall, on making a wntten declaration to that effect attested by a witness and 
presenting an application m Form A annexed hereto and on payment of four 
annas, become a primary member of the Congress and hfr entitled to be placed on 
the register of Congress members kept at any -cSice deiy.-'authonsed m that behalf 
Within the district m which he ordinanly xeSiaes or carries 'on husuiess 

- Provided that no person- shall he a primary member hmre than one 
committee at the same time. _ v 

(!*) The appheation shall be _ handed in personally or sent by post or 
messenaer • s- ' 

(c) It shall Btate the full itame, fathers name, or in case of a married 

woman husbands name age, sex 'and occupation of the applicant, as also the 
village, the Taluka, the district and the province m which he ordmanlj resides or 
cames on busmess . i , 

(d) The official receiving the application shaU note on it the date of receipt, 
serial number and such other particular as may be pfesenbed and shall send it to 
the office of the District Congfess Committee concerned for record. 
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(e) The apiilicmt, on being enrolled, shall receiie certificate of nicmbeiship 
as per Form 0 annexed hereto, either in the language and script of the proiincc 
in nhich he resides or in the Hindustani language written in Deianagri or the 
Urdu Bciipt 

(f) Unless othemisc directed by the Woiking Committee the a ear for the 
membership fee shall be leckoncd from January 1 to December 31 and there 
shall be no reduction in the subsciiption to be paid by members joining in the 
course of the jear 

Article /F— Renewal ol Membership 

(а) A member of the Congress enrolled as per Article III shall continue 
to be a member of the Congress until he resigns oi is expelled thercfiom, pioaidcd 
he reneuB his application and pays on or before the 31st of August of caery 
subsequent year the annual membership fee of four annas and obtains a coitificatc 
of membership Ihe application for leneaaal shall contain the name, the father’s 
name oi in case of a maiTied woman husband’s name and the place of residence 
of the applicant in the prescribed Form B Ihc official leceiaing such application 
for lenewal and subscription shall make a note to that effect m the Register of 
members 

(б) The name of any member failing to make the application and to pay 
the annual membership fee nithin the prescribed time shall be iciiioied fioin the 
rcgistei of members 

Article F— Membership Register 

Eiery district Congress Commitfee shall maintain a permanent register of 
membeis enrolled for each constituency within the distnct showing the names and 
particulars required by Article III (c) in which shall be noted from year to a ear 
the fact whether a renewal application has been made or not and the membership 
fee paid or not 

Article F/— Provinces 

(a) The following shall be the proainccs with the head quarters mentioned 
against them « ^ 


(1) 

Province 

Ajmer-Meiwaia 

Laimuage 

Hindustani 

Headquarter 

"Ajraei 

(2) 

Andhra 

Tclugu 

' Madras 

3) 

Assam 

Assamese 

> Gaiihati 

(U 

Behai 

Hindustani 

Patna 

(5) 

Bengal 

Bengali 

Calcutta 

(6) 

Bombay (City) 

Marathi and Gujrali 

Bombay s 

(7) 

Delhi 

Hindustani 

Delhi ’ 

1 

Gujrat 

Gujiati 

Ahmcdabad 

(9) 

Karnatak 

Kannada 

Dbnnv ar 

(10) 

Keiala 

Malayalam 

Kalicut 

(11) 

Mahakoshal 

Hidustani 

Jubbulpore 

(12) 

Mahaiastia 

hlaiathi 

Poona 

(13) 

Nagjnir 

hlaiathi 

. Nagpur 

(14) 

N W F Province 

Pushtu 

Peshaw ar 


Punjab 

Panjabi 

Lahore 

16) 

(17) 

Sindh 

lamil Nadu 

Sindhi 

9 arail 

Karachi 
» Madias 


United Provinces 

Hindustani 

Lucknow 


Utkal ^ ^ A 

Vidharbha (Berar) 

' ' Oiiya 

Cuttack 

(20) 

Mar ithi 

Akola 


{!>) A profincial Congicss Coramitteea w ilh the piCMOus sanction, of the Work- 
ing Committee shall have the powei to change its headquaitcis from time to time 
(c) Ihe Working Committee may, after ascei taming tlie wishes of the rrmmcial 
Congress or committees concerned, constitute a new pioaince or assign to a pro- 
vince, a distiict 01 poitions of a distnct fiom ahOlher pioiince as also to assign an 
Indian fetate or States or parts thcicof, to any province 

Article VII — Quahheatons 

{«) No member shall be entitled to exeicisc his vote at any election unless 
he has been continuously on a Congiess register for 12 -months pnor to the date of 
the election and only on production of a certificate of membership 
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Piovided howerei that m the case of elections to the newly foimed piimaiv 
Conpjiess Committee, a membei shall be entitled to vote, e\en if he has been a 
membei only foi thiee months, foi the election of the committee’s office beaieis 

Note — ^The condition of 12 months’ continuous membeiship will not apply to 
voters m the cuiient yeai i e , 1939 To them will apply the old condition of three 
months continuous membeiship piioi to the date of the elections 

(6) No membei men if he is qualified under clause (a) hereof, shall be eligible 
for election to an office of any piimaiy committee oi to membeiship of any elective 
committee, unless he is a habitual weaier wholly of handspun and handwoven 
Khaddar, provided that at the time of offering himself for such elections he is not a 
membei of any parallel committee , 

(c) No membei even if he is qualified under clauses (a) and (6) shall be eligi- 
ble as a delegate to the Congress or as a membei of a Pioiincial or a Distract 
Congress Committee, unless he has been a membei of the Congress for three conse- 
cutne years at the time of the election, provided that at the tune of offering him- 
self foi such election he is not a member of any other parallel committee 

PiOMded further that it shall be open to the Executive of the Provincial 
Congress Committee to grant an exemption in favour of any person regarding the 
aforesaid qualification for elections in 1939 and 1940 

(d) No person who is a member of a communal organisation, the object or 
programme of which involves political activities which aie in the opinion of the 
Woifang Committee, anti-national and in conflict with those of the Congress shall be 
eligible for election to any office or membership of any elective Congress Committee 

Article F"///— Election Tribunals 

(a) The Executive of the Provincial Congress Committee shall unanimously 
01 by a majority of at least thiee-fourths of its members, appoint yearly a 
Provincial Election Tiibunal, no membei of which shall stand as a candidate for 
election as a delegate or to any office or membership of an elective Congress 
Committee m the province, during the term of his office The Provincial Election 
Tribunal shall appoint one or more persons to constitute a District Tubunal m 
each district, to receive and decide disputes relating to eniolment of members, 
pieparation or maintenance of legistei of membei s and election of delegates and 
office-beaiera and members of ele^-tive committees, provided that no person so 
appointed shall die a candidate for election during his teim of office 

Provided that it shall not be necessary to appoint a District Tribunal in the 
provinces of Bombay, Delhi and Ajmeie Meiwaia and provided further that if 
there is no District liibunal appointed in any other province for any reason 
■“-•■whatsoever, objeettons will be filed before and disposed of, by the Provincial 
■“Election Tiibunal 

^{b') If ,any provincial executive fails to appoint by a date specified by the 
W6i-king Committee, the Provincial Election Tiibunal, the Working Committee 
shall dpp'bmt one 

(c) IN o' Person who is a dealer in Foreign cloth or British goods or who 
carries, on trade m liquor or who is addicted to dunk shall be eligible foi election 
to an exeeutiv e ‘office or elective committee of the Congress 

Article IX — Objections to the Rolls 

(a) The Register of raembeis shall be brought up-to-date on oi before the 
15th of September eveiy year and shall be open to mspection by the membei of 
the Congress at the office where it is kept from 16th to 23id September 

(b) Any person whose name is omitted 'Irom ihe Register of members, or 

who objects to the entry of any name theieiu. ffiay safimit arpobjection in wilting, 
stating the reasons for challenging such entry oi omission to thh 'District Tribunal, 
•on or before the 301E Septembei ‘ , 

(c) The District Tribunal will, after hearing the objection and"'^gmy other - 
jiarty concerned, may direct any* name to be entered into or omittgii^om the 
Register as the case may be, on ox before the 10th October 

(d) The District Tribunal ''•shall maintain a record of all proceedings before 
it and a copy of its order diiectiHg any amendment in the Register shall be 
forwarded by it to the Distnct Congress Committee concerned and the Distiict 
Congress Committee shall amend the Registei where required in accordance 
therewith The Register, after “such amendment if any, shall be final, except for 
any change rendered necessai'y by disciplmary action taken against any member 
by a competent authority 
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Article K — Election of Delegates 

(a) Eieiy Piovinml Congiess Committee shell piepeie e roll of its pnmery 
meinliers qualified to lote and shell send to the A I 0 0 Oflicc e statement in 
icgnid to it, On oi befoie a date fixed by the Wotking Committee Ihis statement 
shall be m the foim picsciibed bj the A I C C Office and shall gne sep irately 
the mimbci of urban end rural members in each district 

(h) Jlcmbeis included in the said roll slnll alone be entitled to vote at the 
election of delegates in that piorincc 

(c) In the erent of a Pio;incial Congress Committee failing to furnish the 
statement in time, the piovince conccincd may be disentitled to elect its delegates 

(d) On receipt of the afoiesaid statement, the Working Committee shall fiv 
the date by which the election of delcates must be held 

(e) Fimmciil Committees shall diridc the Province into fixed temfonal 
consdtneneies 

{/) Eici 7 pi ounce shall be entitled to return a niimbei of delegates at the 
rate of one delegate for every one lac of the inhabitants of such piovince including 
the Indian States or agencies therein, or a fraction thereof, m accordance uith 
the last Census 

Proviso 1— Bombay (City', shall have a maximum quota of 23 delegates, and the 
province oi Delhi shall have a maximum quota of 13 delegates 

Iff) (0 Eicli district shall be entitled to elect not more than one delegate, foi 
each lac of its population piovidcd that for cveiy delegate to be elected, thcic oic 
not less than 5tO piimaiy membcis eniolled dining the year 

{a) The number of del nallotted to the constituencies on 

account of the inclusion of the fetates in any Province, slnll 

be distiibutcd by the cxccuti>i, Vi. A conceined, m such manner as in 

Its opinion would meet the icquucments of the case, subject to the rule of 
minimum enrolment of 500 piimaiy membeis for each delegate 

{h) The province which has not completed its election on or before the date 
appointed by the Working Committee, may at the discretion of the Woiking 
Committoo no disentitled to be rcpiesentcd at the Annual Session 

(i) A coitified list of delegates shall be submitted by the Piovinctal Oanr^ress 
Committee not htci than the dite fixed by the Woiking Committee in. tint bdialf 

0) Evciy delegate so elected sbali, on payment of a fee of ila 6/- at the 

office of the Fiovincial Congress ConrraiUee of Ins province, receive a ccifificatc 
in accordance with Form D hereto annexed, duly signed by one of its Secietaucs 
No delegate who has not paid the fee, shall be entitled to exercise any of Jus 
functions 

Article X/— Election Disputes , * 

(o) It will be open to any member of the Congress within a constifcency 
to lodge a complaint about an election rvithin the constituency befoie the Distiicfc 
Tiibuml within seven davs of the declaration of the result of such iilection and 
the Distiict Tiibunal shall decide the complaint . 

(t) Until the election is set aside by the District Tribunal the person 

elected shall be deemed to have been duly elected 

(c) An appeal shall lie to the Provincial Election Tribunal against any 
order passed by the District Tribunal within seven dajs of the passing of siitb 
order The order of Provincial Election Tribunal shall be fimli, 

(d) The Working Committee may lay down rules fot‘ the conduct of electrons 
and lodging and disposal o^f objections and complaints and appeals 

(e) The Piovincwl Tribunal < shall on its own motion or on leport by n 
District Iiibunal, llavU the power to’ direct that any person found guilty of 
misconduct in Connection with enrolment of membeis, maintenance of register of 
merabom, ohction oi lodging of a false objc(.tion or complaint, knowing it to be 
so, shiOiK'^’bc disqualified fiom standing as a candidate for election or be expelled 
flora tm Oongiess foi such peiiod as it may consider just and proper An appeal 
shall he to the Woiking Committee from any Older passed by the ITouncial 
Election Tribunal under this clause 

Ailiclc XZI~A ICC Elections ^ 

(a.) The delegates in every province shall assemble in a meeting to elect from 
among themselves, one eighth of their number, as representatives of the province, 
on the All India Congress Committee, provided that no Province shall have less 

46 
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thin five lepresentatives on the All India Congress Committee, except Delhi -which 
shall have four 

(b) The election in Sab-claiise (a) shill be by proportional representation 
by single transferable vote 

(c) The Secie^aiies of the respective Provincial Congiess Committees shall 
issue certificates of membership of the All India Congress Committee to the persons 
elected to it 

Article X///— Proviricial Congress Committee 

(a) The Piovincnl Congress Committee in each province shall consist of the 
delegates from the province In case, the number of such delegates is less than 
30, any number required to make the number of members '’of the Provincial 
Congress Committee 33, -will be elected in such manner as the constitution of the 
province may determine provided that m the case of Sindh and Nagpur the 
nnmbei may be increased by the P C C to not more than 50 and in the 
case of Vidharbha 45 and Delhi 40 In addition to these, the President and 
ex-Presidents of the Comtress, resident m tlie province and duly qualified 
under Articles III and YII, shall also be members of the Provmcial Congress 
Committees 

(fc) Every Provincial Congress Committee shall, 

(i) subject to the geneial control and supenision of the All India Congress 
Committee, be in charge of the affairs of the Congress ivithin its own province 
and to that end frame" rules not mconsistent with this constitution, -nhich rules 
shall come into operation only with the pievious sanction of the Woikmg 
Committee, 

(ti) submit an annnal report of the Congress organisation and the work 
in the pTO-\ince to the Working Committee not later than one month before the 
commencement of the Annual Session , 

(itt) before the new All India Congress Committee meets as Subjects 
Committee undei Article XVI, pay to the Woikmg Committee the fees received 
from the delegates Any other subscription that may be fixed bj the latter, hainng 
regard to the populanon, membership and financial capacity of the province, shall 
be paid not later than the end of June every year Delegates and members of the 
AE India Congress Committee from pronnees in default shall not be permitted 
to take part m any of the proceedmgs of the Congress or any Committee 
thereof. ’ , 

(c) (*) No Provincial Congress Committee and no subordmate committee 
shall be recognised by the Working Committee unless it has complied with the 
conditions laid down in this constitution oi any rules framed thereundei by the 
Working Ooftimittee 

-^0 On fadure on the pait of any Provmcial Congress Committee to function 
m terms of the constitution, the Working Committee may form one, to carry on 
Congress work m that provmce 
Article XIV- — Annual Session 

’ * (a) The Annual Session of the Congress shall be held at the time and place 
decided upon at the preceding Session The A I C C or the Working 
Committee, may honever, for sufiicient reason change either the venue or the iite 
or berth of the Session 

(b) The Annual Session shall consist of— 

(0 the President of the Congiess, r -• 

(f ) the Ex-Piesidents of the Congress, provided thej w-Alidy qualified imder 
Articles III and VII, ~ 

{•if) the delegates elected under Article X 

(c) The Pronncial Congress Committee concerned shall make Ssj^ airange- 
ments for holding the Annual Session ns mav be deemed necessarv, andi for this 
purpose shall form a Eeception -Committee, and may include therein persOj^ who 
aie not its members 

id) The Eeception Committee shall collect, fiyids for the expenses of the 
Session, make all necessary arrangements for the reception and accommodation 
of delegates and visitors and for the printing of the report of the proceedings of 
the Session 

(e) The receipts and disbursements of the Eeception Committee -shall be 
audit^ by an auditor or auditors ajipomted by the provincial Congress Committee 
concerned; and the statement 'of accounts together -nith the auditors’ report shall 
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be submitted by tbe ProMncial Congiess Committee to the Woiking Committee, 
not later than tluee months aftci tbe tcimination of the Annul Session Any 
surplus funds remaining ivith the Ecception Committee shall bo dnided cquallj 
between the All India Congress Committee and the Pioiintial Congiess 
Committee 

(/) The Keception Committee shall elect its Cbaiiman and other ofllcc-bcaiers 
fiom amongst its oi\n membeis 

Article XF— Election of President 

(a) Any ten delegates may jointly send the name of any delegate oi ex-Piesi- 
dent of the Congiess duly qualified undei Aitides III and VII, iihom they 
propose to be elected President of the next annual session of the Congiess, so as 
to reach the General Secietary of the All India Congress Committee on oi befoie a 
date to be fixed by the Working Committee 

(6) The General Secietary -nill publish the names of all persons so proposed 
and It Mill be open to any person rvhosc name has been so pioioscd to Mithdian 
his candidatuie by informing the General Sccietaiy of hib intention to do so, 
avithm 10 days of the publication of the proposed names 

(c) After eliminating the name of anj pcison uho has uithdraivn, the 
General feecietary shall publish the name of the icm lining candidates and ciiculatc 
them to the Provincial Congress Committees 

(d) On a date fixed by tlie Woiking Committee, each delegate in a piovince 
shall be entitled to record his vote in favour of one of tlie candidates for the 
Presidentship of the Congiess, at a place to be fixed by the Provincial Congiess 
Committee 

(e) Hie Provincial Congiess Committee shall leport to the All India Congiess 
Committee Office the number of valid votes lecoided in f.avoui each cindidate 

if) As soon as may be aftci the receipt of the repoit the Geneial &ceictai 7 
shall announce as Piesidcnt elect the name of the candidate obtaining the laigcst 
numbei of votes, provided that such candidate has seemed not less than 50 pci cent 
of the votes polled 

ig) In case he docs not get the icquisite numbci of votes the delegates in cadi 
province shall, on a date fixed by the Geneial &ecictai 7 , elect one out of the Tvio 
persons getting the highest numbei of votes at the pi cv ions election and the Geneial 
Becretary shall on receipt of the report from the Provincial Conpess Committees 
of the numbei of votes lecoided at the second election, declaic the person 
getting the higher number of votes as the duly elected Picsidenfc of the Congic^ 

(b) In the event of an emergency ansing by reason of any cause such ns death 
or resignation of the President elected as above, the General Secietai 7 thall foiiljavith 
fix a date for a fiesh election by the delegates as piescnbed above Jn casp- such 
pioceduro is found not possible, the All India Congress Committee shall fleet the 
President 

Article XFJ— Subjects Committee 

(а) The New All India Congress Committee shall meet as subjects committee, 
under the president-elect at least two days befoie the Annual Session The outgoing ^ 
Working Committee presided ovei by the Piesident-elect, shall submit to it the tliaft 
programme of the work for the session mduding resolutions recommended bj the 
different Provincial Congiess Committees 

(б) The Subjects Committee shall proceed to discuss the programme and shall 
frame resolutions for being ' moved, in the open session At least one daj -Mihail be 
allotted for the ccjasuleration of propositions of which due notice has been given by 
the Provincial Congress Committees be fnembeis of the All India Congress Com- 
mittee, oth^ than Eesolutions lecommended by the Working Committee, m accord- 
ance vvitji pqe rules prescribed m that behalf 

Arti^c Congress Session 

At each sitting of the Congress, the order in which business shall be transacted 
shall be as follows ' ' , -l r. , 

(t) The resolutions recommended for adoption by the -Subjects Committee 

ill) An> substantive motion not included m (t) and which 25 delegates request 
the President in wiitmg, before the commencement of the day’s sitting, to be allowed 
to place befoie the Congiess , provided, however^ that no such motion shall be 
allowed unless it has been pieviously discussed at a meeting of the Subjects Com 
mitteo aiuilias leceived the support of at least a thud of the members then present 
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(*) To fiame rules and issue instiuctions for the piopei woiking of the Cons- 
titution and in all matteis not otherwise piovided foi, 

(it) To supeiintend, diicct and contiol all Congiess Committees, 

(in) To take such disciplinaiy action as it may deem fit against a committee 
01 individual foi misconduct, wilful neglect oi default 

(f) The Woiking Committee shall pay to the Pioiincial Congress Committee 
convening the Annual Session, one fifth of the fees lecovcied fiom the delegates, 
within a foitnight of the teimination of the session 

(fj) The woiking Committee shall take steps to haic a legulai audit of the 
accounts of the Piovincial Congress Committees 

Article XXJ— Funds 

The Treasurer shall be in charge of the funds of the Congress and shall keep 
proper accounts of all investments, income and expenditure 

Article XXJJ— General Secretaries 

(a) The General Secietaiics shall be in the office of the All India Congicss 
Committee and the Working Committee 

(b) The General feccictaiies shall be responsible for the publication of the 
report of the proceedings of the Annual or Special Session in co operation with 
the Piovincial Committee concerned Such report shall be published as soon as 
possible and not later than four months after the Session 

(c) The General Secretaries shall picpaie the report of the woik of the All 
India Congiess Committee and the Working Committee dining then peiiod of ofiice 
and submit it, with a full account of the funds which may have come into their 
hands, to the meeting of the All India Congicss Committee immediately before the 
Annual Session 

Ai tide XXIII— Vacancies 

The office of a delegate or a member of the All India Congiess Committee or 
a Piovincial Congiess Committee shall be vacated by lesignation, death or prolonged 
absence from India and such vacancy shall be filled by the Piovincial Congiess 
Committee conceined in the same manner in which the vacating m^mliei .j?3S „ 
chosen A vacancy on the Working Committee shall be filled by the Pn^^nJ^^ . 

Article XXIV — Fractions ‘ ♦ 

Where theie is a question of considering the value of fractions, IfactiQti of 
one-half or moie shall be treated as one, and less than one-half as icw 

Aiticle XX'F— Language > < , 

(a) The proceedings of the Congiess, the All India Congiess Committee and 
the Working Committee shall ordinarily be conducted in Hindustani The English 
language or any provincial language may be used if the speaker is unable "to speak 
in Hindustani or whenevei peiraitted by the President 

(b) The proceedings of the Provincial Congiess Committee shall oidin'tiily be 
conducted in the language, of the province conceined, Hindustani may also be used ^ 


The All India Muslim League 

DR SYED ABDUL LATIF’S SCHEME 

The Woiking Committee of the All India Muslim League lyhich met at 
hleeiut on the 25th Maich IHdQ appointed a committee to examine and lepoiton the 
Yaiious diaft schemes of constitutional lefoims put foiwaid to secuie the lights and 
inteiests of Muslims in India 

■nie lesolution on constitutional changes lefened to the League’s opposition to 
the scheme of Fedeiation as pioposed in the Goieinment of India Act The ivoik- 
ing of the Piovincial pait or the Constitution, it uas stated, had “cieated giave 
appiehension amongst Moslems and othei minoiities legaiding then futuie, be- 
cause the piovincial scheme has utteily failed to safeguaid even the elementaiy 
lights of the Moslem minouties in vaiaous piovmces” 

The committee consisted of the ’’ A' Jinnah, Sii Sikandar 

Hyat Khan, Sjed Abdul Aziz, Khavva 'v Su Abdul Haioon, Saidai 

Auiangzeb Khan, Nawabzada Liaqatali Khan The following in the text of the 
diaft scheme which was piepaied by Di Syed Abdul Lattf of Hydeiabad and 
placed befoie the Sub-committce of the League — 

Wheieas the Constitution piovided in the Government of India Act of 1935 is 
not acceptable to the Bloslems of India because 

(a) It IS flamed on the assumption that India is a composite nation which it 
is not and does not piomise to be, so long as the Hindus and Moslems, the two 
leading oi majoi nationalities of India continue to lemain divided into two difieient 
social oideis diawing diiect mspiiation in eveiy detail of life fiom two fundament- 
ally diffeient leligions oi cultures, 

(b) The demociatic majoiity Government which it has established in most 
piovmcial units, and aims to establish at the centie will in icality be a Goveinment 
pf a single majoiity nationality, viz , the Hindus, on whose suffeianee the othei 
natiqnalities will have to live, 

. (e) It will leduce the Moslems perpetually to the position of a helpless 
minoiity at the Centie and in most of the Biitish Piovmces, as well as, in all but 
vii few eE the several hundreds of Indian States, 

, (dj; It wall deny to them opportunity of econoimc legeneration and of free and 
indepi*ideat cultural development on Islamic lines, 

(e) It neutralises then histone importance m the counti 7 , and eliminates for 

ever every prospect o' a status whereby they may exercise a steady- 
ing influence on the the country and, 

(f) It helps to intensify and perpetuate the prevailing cultural clashes between 
the Hindus and the ’\T( b r - lo ■ social, economic, educational, and political, 
—all operating to pui (' ik < m i'v India’s attainment to independence 

The Moslems of India call upon the British Parliament to leplace the Govein* 
ment of India Act of 1935 by another which should lead the country to lesolve it- 
self into an independent confederacy of culturally homogeneous fiee states as 
^envisaged m Schedule I to this resolution 

Division into zones 

The establishment of a confederacy of culturally homogeneous States for India 
wall call for the assignment of zones to such cultural units or nationalities in the 
country as may by virtue of tljeii number and economic position afford to lesoIve 
themselves culturally into homogeneous states Since this condition may be fulfilled 
in this case of the two leading na^onahties of India, the Moslems and the Hindus, 
the Moslems 4jf India will have to show where such zones may conveniently be 
formed for them, leaving the rest of the country to lesolve itself into Hindu 
^oaes, so that self-secure m homelands of then own, the two might freely unite in- 
-to a confederacy -T^e smaller nationalities such as the Christians oi Anglo-Indians, 
TJndh}kt8, *nd Parsis Who have not so fai shown any ineconcilable cultural diflei- 
ences with -either the Hindus oi the Moslems may continue to live where they are 
enjoying undci the constitn^on of the country adequate and effective cultuial safe- 
guards, 01 be allowed if they so desire, cantonal life, wheievei possible, in each 
zone, whetha Hindu oi Moslem 
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The foimation of such zones uill take time, as it uill haie to be effected by 
exchange of population spiead conveniently over a numbei of jeais, on lines, more 
01 less, folloued by Turkey and Gieece in 1923 , but the demai cation should be 
made bcfoie the piocess staits The exchange of population is ultimately a 
question of compensation foi property in all foims left behind by migrants, and 
may be settled between the Governments of the aieas concerned The piepaiition 
of registers of those nho uill bo inioUed in the exchange and the deteimination 
of the lecipiocal financial obligations of the units conceined will have to be done 
in the tiansitional peiiod Foi the purpose the foithcoming census of 1941 may 
do the spade uoik and furnish preliminary date foi the consideration of a Roval 
Commission which mil hare to be appointed to demarcate the zones 

COSFEDEIIACY TOR I^DIA 

A lasting confederacy for India will be possible only when these zones are 
finally foimed and lendeied culturally homogeneous This being the goal, and the 
only solution to the pioblem of Indian unity, a constitution will hare to be dciiscd 
foi the tiansitional peiiod which, while assuiing political unity foi the whole 
countiy, will allow no single nationality to obtain the uppei hand oiei the other, 
and vet afford them all eiery raoial urge to woik togcthei for the eiolution of 
the needed homogeneous free states 

The tiansitional constitution is suggested in broad outline in Pait III of 
this schedule, and should foim the immediate objective 

But before outlining the transitional constitution, the seicral zones into which 
India will ultimately ha\e to be lesoBcd may loughly be indicated lieie, leaiiag 
the final demarcation to the Royaa! Commission to be This will dctciminc the 
goal and influence the transitional stage 

Moslem Homeland 

As things stand, the following zones should be assigned to the Moslems — 
North-West Block —Thcic is at present a great Moslem block in the Noitli- 
West consisting of Sind, Baluchistan, the Punjab, Hoith-West Fiontici Pioiincc 
and Kashmir, Khaiipiu and Bahawalpui The whole of this aiea needs to bo 
convcitcd into a Moslem Zone, allowing over 30 millions of Bloslems a fiee 
homeland of their own But as seieial Hindu and Sikh Indiap States aie situated 
theiein goieined by treaty lelations with Biitish Paiamountcy, the Uinduff’flnd 
Sikhs of this aiea who matciially do not ditler fiom each othci in culture, may 
concentiate into these States with the boundancs of the State of Kishmii and 
Jammu altered in ceitain respects to giie them a fioe and homogeneous tulttnal* 
existence This State has a piedommant Moslem population Its Hindu Rplci is 
in possession of the temtoi7 through a piopiietaiy right acqmicd from the^‘45nt^bh 
in lieu of monetai 7 consideiation In the intciests of abiding peace in tlie land, 
the transaction may be re-settled with adequate compensation allowed to the 
Mahal aja This may be done cither by tiansfeiiing to the Biitish Punjab such 
portions of the State as arc piedoramantly Moslem in population in exchange for 
tlie Biitibh Kangia Valley which is at picsent predominantly Hindu, oi in any other 
manner that may be mutually agreed to botw'cen the parties concerned m 
confoimity with the lequiicmcnts of the pioposed confedciicy of cuituraliy 
homogeneous states . - 

It IS to be added that Amritsar of leligious impoitaiice tp flic SiIJis falling 
within the Moslem zone may be comcited into a liee city for the^^iUis 

North-East Blocfc —Right 0Hu the othei side of India the Noitli-East, there 
IS a solid blocl^ of Moslems in Bengal and Assam of oici 30 millions, who may 
be assigned a free political existence 

Delht-Lucknow Bind — In between The two aboic mentioned blocks the 
Moslems aic uneienly distiihutcd Those of fins aiea hung close to each of the 
two blocks should be attiacted for iiatuialwition to the one ncirci to them The 
lest, the gieat bulk, belonging at present to the United * Piminccs and JBihar 
numbeung about 12 millions, mav be conccntiatcd in a blocF extending in a 
line fiom the Western boidei of United Pioiinces to Lucknbi? and lounding iqi 
Rampui on the way This zohe should i i ‘ ■ *0 tho“Pun]ab Moslem 

block but will leaie out the Hindu leligious < . > ' ^ Benartv Hardwar, 

and Allahabad ^ 

The Deccan Block — ^The Moslems below the Ymdhyas and Satpuras are 
Bcatteied all o\er the south in colonies of larving size_ and , exceed 12 millions in 
numbei For them a zone is to be caned Such a zone the Dominions of 
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Hyderabad and Bern may provide rnth a narrow strip of tenitoiw restored to 
them in the south, running doun via Huinool and Cuddapah to the City of 
Madias Tiieie is an influential school of thought among the Moslems uho piefei 
to have an opening to the Western Coast via Bijapui Sueh a strip with an 
opening to the sea will be found necessary to settle the large Moslem mercantile 
and marine community living for ages on the Coiomandal and Malabar Coasts 

fijdciabad has been chosen for the concentration of the Moslem population 
in the «outh because it commands a central position and will allow the formation 
of five autonomous ciiltiiial 70iies for the Hindus— the Mahiattas, the Andhias, 
the Tamilians, the Kanaicse, and the Malayalis w>th exclusive boundaiies of then 
own 'Jo shift tlie Moslem zone fiom the central position chosen wall be to push 
it in'o one of the five Hindu zones ]ust mentioned That will bifurcate the Hindu 
zone concerned and destioving its linguistic or cultiiial homogeneity At present, 
three different Hindu nationalities, the Mahiattas, the Andhias and the Kanaiese 
have oveispiead themselves on this area from their nitural homelmds on either 
side They will now have to join then lespective mainstocks and live a compact 
life with their own kind in Butish India, leaving this neutral giound to concentrate 
withing it the entire Moslem population from all ovei the Peninsula It is only 
a matter of coincidence that this central lind happens to be the domain of a 
Moslem Euler , but the thought of m iking it a homeland foi Moslems is not 
chosen on thet sole ground, although the coincidence may ofiei considerable 
facility in the fiiml settlement 

'Che Moslems living outside of the areas covered by the four mam Moslem 
zones, VIZ , those living in Kaj uitana Gujrat, Malw’a, and Western India States 
may concentiate in the Moslem Indian States situated in these areas, and in a 
newly constituted fice city of Ajmci which under the scheme will become culturally 
homogeneous foi the Moslems 

Hindu ZIones 

The rest of India, will now be m a position to lesolve itself into cultuial 
zones foi the Hindus accoiding to the several languages spoken by them, viz , 
Bengali, Hindi, Oiijya, Eagastluui, Gujaiah, Maharattie, Telngu, Tamil, Canaiese, 
and Malayalam oi in any mannei the Hindus may decide upon 

It may be pointed out that each cultuial zone, Hindu or Moslem, will 
cohsisL vvheicvei neccssarj, of Biitish teiiitory and Indian States grouped together 
, in view of natural afFinities Each such zone will foim a homogeneous state with 
ca highly decentialized form of government within, wheievei moie than a unit 
should compose the zone, but fitting along- with similai states into an All-India 
OiniedetaCy 

The Safeguapds 

In the Constitution of the Confederacy the following provisions will need to be 
made — 

Public law of Indian Nations — [1) Individuals belonging to one or other of the 
several nationalities may for special puiposes, live in zones to which they do not 
ilafiiiallv belong Such individuals will be aflbided seciuity of person and rights of 
* citizenships iiudei a “Public Law of Indian Nations” to be adopted by the Central 
jGovei ament 

Religious Shrives, etc — (2) All religious shrines, monuments and graveyards 
, belonging to tfie Hindus oi the Moslems and left beljjnd by either will be preserved 
, and looked after by each confederate iegionaI<^rtte iinddl ^he siipeivisioii of the 
'Central Goveinmeiit * * 

Christians, Parsis, Buddhists — {3} ^he smaller nationalities such as the 
* Chiisti ms OI Anglo-Indians, Paisis afid Buddhists will be attoided b/ each State, 
'Moslem oi Hindu, all the necessaiy religious oi cultural safeguards which they may 
- need'to pieseiv’e their individuality They will at the same time have the light to 
ask foi a cantonal llfh for themselves, if they should desiie at hny time 

Harijans — 14) TJie vaiidus depressed classes and untouchables, euphemistiwin'j-jj' 
styled Hanjans, dispersed as they aie all over the coiintiy and forming countless 
racial yaiieties and possessirfg no common culture between them, and being mostly 
‘landless will be given perfect liberty to choose the Hindu oi Moslem zones to form 
then permanent homelands where they may enjoy the fullest lights of citizenship, 
even as the Chystians oi Anglo-Indians, Buddhists and Paisis 

This 111 bioad outline is the form which the idea of a confederation of culturally 
homogeneous states will assume finally The transitional period will need therefore 
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to bo maikcd b;> definite stages leading thereto Part HI outlines the immediate 
stage in the process 

The transitional constitution foi India will haie to fit into the conception of 
the confcdeiation outlined in Pait II, and must lead to it It maj cicn take the 
foim of a Pederation, pioiided the rcsiduarj powers of the Ccntic are reduced to i 
bale minimum, but such federation should consist of units uhich may coineniently 
be grouped latei on undei the desiicd cultural zones This will necessitate the cica- 
tion of certain neu Proiinces on cultiual or linguistic lines without iinohmg imme- 
diate escliange of population The new Proiinccs maa be constituted e\en piecemeal, 
but one of them at any late should be caned immediatch out of the present United 
Pioimces nith Lucknou as its centie It should be fomed uith a view to icsohiiig 
it eientualh into a jMoslem zone, and a permanent home for all the Moslems liiing 
at present in U P and Biliai 

It is for the constitutional lawycis to woik out the details of the transitional 
constitution, but anj such constitution should embody the follouing pioiisions — 

1 In the picamble, it must be clearly brought out that the aim of the transi- 
tional Fedeial constitution laid do«n is to lead India to a confederacj of onij cul- 
turalij homogeneous fiee states 

2 Legislation —(> 1 ) The reJeril Legislatiie List should be lediiccd to a 
minimum number of items and be confined onh to subjects uhich concern the 
common polRmal and economic interests of India as a uhole 

(b) Ail othei subjects should form the Proiincial list subject to the following 
pionso — * 

Regional Boards — There mav be subjects of cultural and economic importance 
common to contiguous federal units and it will bo found useful to ha\e foi them 
Regional or Zonal Boaids to e\ohc a common line of action, leaving the individual 
fedeial units to legislate in the light of the common policy evolved 

Thi-ee of the zones miy be consiituted as follows — 

1 Noith- West Zone composed of Sind, Baluchistan N -W F P, Kasbmii, 
Khairpui, and the Indian States of the Punjab Agencj 

2 Noitli East Zone compose I of Bengal and Assam 

3 The Dominions of Hjdeiabad and Beiar 

The above anangement has two advantages — 

(i) It wall leraove Cultural Legislation fiom Federal contiol 

(ii) It will develop a zonal oi regional sense necessary to evolve cultuially 
autonomous states, which the transitional constitution is to lead to 

Tpaksition Stage - - , * 

Safeguards for Moslems — Whatever be the nature of the transitional Federal 
constitution, whether consisting of newly formed units as suggested above or of units 
in their existing foim, the Moslems will need the undeimcntioned safeguards to be 
mcorpoiatcd m the Constitution 

Representation on Legislature — 1 The bvstem of separate electorate for 
Moslems should be maintained, as well as the existing proportion of Moslems in the 
several Legislatures 

2 The inclusion of the Indian States m an All-India Federation should be 
made dependent upon their returning to the Cential Legislatuics a^ sufficient quota 
of Moslems so as to maintain their present pioportion at the Centre 

3 If the jiioposed Zonal ^r Regional Boaids are established the Moslems 
should be allowed adequate and dTli!ctive representation commensurate with their 
total strength an the Legislatures of semM units composing each Z9ne. 

Legislation — ^All subjects touching their religion, personal law and cultqre 
will he the exclusive concern of the Moslem members of the Legislature concerned, 
consfituted into a Special Committee for the purpose Iho strength of the 
Committee should be augmented by a third by co-optmg, ~by means of ballot, 
acpresentative Moslems learned in Moslem Law and Religion The decision^ of 
such a Committee should be accepted by B ‘ If such decisions 

should seem to affect the intciests of other , on reference made 

by the head of the Admmistiation, be reviewed by the Legislature as a whole, 
but no amendment shall be peimissible which would aflect the basis of the 
legislative enactment 

F'arecutiue —The Executive Government or the Ministers m each province or 
at the Centie should not be drawn from the majontj pa^ alone as is the vogue 
in homogeneous democratic countries like England Here in India, it is the 
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majority nationality ivliicli permanently returns the majonty of members to the 
Legislature and in as much as the majority nationality, namely the Hindus 
unfortunately differ from the Moslems, the next largest nationality in the country’ 
not merely in the fundamentals of life and outlook but in almost every detail of 
domestic and social life, the governance of the country by a permanent majority 
in the Legislature resohes itself into the governance of the country by the majority 
nationality only and cannot be expected to be a Government of the irhole 
people ^ 

The Executive that needs to be chosen for every proiince and the Centre 
should in the present stage be a composite executive lenesenting Hmdus and 
Moslems -with an agreed policy acceptable to both, and not liable to be turned out 
by the Legislature That should be the arrangement, at any rate, until India 
resolves itself mto a confederation of cultiiially autonomous fiee states, ivhen alone 
true democracy may take its biith in the country, and responsible Government 
justified 

Under the transitional constitution, therefore, the Executive should be not 
a “parliamentery executive’ m the English sense, but a “stable executive” 
mdependent of the legislature as in the great democracy of the United States of 
America, but tlie Prime Minister instead of being elected diiectly by the people 
a, the Piesident in U S A , should be elected by the entire Legislature, and 
should remain in office dming the life of the legislature, and ivill not be lemove- 
able bj it He mil choose his colleagues of Mmisters m the interests of good 
Government fiom the members of all groups in the legislature, an equitable 
number of whom shoidd be Moslems enjoying the confidence of the Moslem 
members of the legislatuie concerned and should be selected from a panel suggested 
by them 

Of the two Provinces into which Hindustan will be divided, the Pnme 
Minister for the Lucknow Province should be a Moslem, as this aiea mil have 
in the tiansitioual period to prepare itself to resolve mto a Moslem rone, and will 
have its policy to be directed by a Moslem 

In the case of the portfolios affectmg Law and Order and Education 
which have to deal mth problems over which cultural differences arise, proMsion 
should be made to have a Mmister and an Assistant Ministei and to appoint a 
hro^leiTi to eithei of the two posts, in older that the Government may have the 
benefit Of his steadjmg influence 

' -Fjibbd Service Commission — It should be provided in the Constitution 
that ia'-oil piovmces where the Moslems are m a minority and at the centre, 
one of the membeiS of the Public Seriice Commission should be a Moslem, 
pait of whose duty shall be to see that the ratio fixed for the Moslems m public 
services is propeily adheicd to in pnctice by the Goiernment 

Judiciary — The personal lav of the Moslems should be admmistered by 
Moslem Judges 

Moslem Board of Education and Economic Uplift — ^In should be provided 
lu the constitution that in each provincial unit a Moslem Board should be estabh- 
■sbod to control and supeiiise the cultiual side of the education of Moslems, their 
techhfftil and industrial tiaiiiing and to dense measures foi then economic and 
soeyl Oiplift ¥oi this purpose a propei budgetai-y pronsion shill be made 

SjnciVi Taxation — If for any special object, the Moslems are willing to tax 
them^ics, the necessiiy legislation should be ]iir»Sedt*»^ 

" Exchange of BOpdlation 

One-of the objects of the transitional constitution is to fafditate ,^nd prepare 
the ground -^r The migiation of Moslofis and the Hindus into the zonefe-.^Specifi^ 
;fci them sD-^is to develop them lyto cultiually autonomous States Dining the 
transitional jieiiod migration should be on a voluntaiy basis For this dhe 
necessary legislation mil have to be passed for eacn legion, and a machineiw set 
•uji to lorganize and uegulate this voliuitary migration TTin proposed constitution 
'will ther^ore have to piovide for the appointment of a EomI Commission to 
Jay dowp a suitable programme of gradual exchange of popidation 

The icsult of voluntary migration mav be reviewed horn time to time and 
if it should be found that it has -eliminated the cidtmal clashes between the 
Moslems and the Hindus to an appreciable extent and given them a sense of 
security wheiever they need it, or has brought about a change of heart 
in either camp, the question of compulsory migration may be put off indefinitely, 
and the loluntary method adhered to foi a further term 
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The Andhra Muslim League Conference 

The Andhia Pio\incnl Muslim League Confeience, the fiist of ils lind, ins 
held undei the piesidentship of Mi Mahaboob Ah Baig, ji i a , at Pithapui on the 
30Ui January 1939 in a decoiatcd pandal It passed a lesolution among otheis, 
Buppoiting the policy and piogiamme of the All-India Muslim League 

Ml Mahaboob Ah Batg, in the couisc of his picsidenlial addicss sniiejcd the 
modem tendencies in the ■woild in the field of politics and economics and obseived 
that ho -would not daie to sa^ at the piesent moment what foim of Goieinment 
should be adiocated The foieign dominance was still tlicic , the pioposed Pedeia 
tion had been condemned on all hands as unsatisfactoiy and inadequate Pioiincial 
Autonomy had been uoiking in the countiy with dubious eftects and the feais of 
the minoiities had not been allajed They had theiefoie, to decide what should be 
then attitude in the picsent ciicumstaiices and he had no hesitation in commending 
to them the solution embodied in the cieed of the All-India Muslim League He 
affiimed that it iias peifectly legitimate for minoiities to demand constitutional 
safeguaids The Piesident lefeiied to the attempts on the pait of the Congicss o 
cieate a split among the Muslims by weaning some of the Muslims fiom the Muslim 
League The attempt on the pait of the Congiess to eniol moic IMuslims as Con- 
giessmen was bound to be consideied as a hostile act aiming at the disintcgiation 
of Muslim solidaiity It was foi the Muslims to so oiganise themsehes as to make 
it impossible foi the Congiess to weaken it, so that its legitimate demands foi safe- 
guaids might not be blushed aside 

Eesolutions 

The Confeience regietted the death of Maiilana Shaiikat All and Kamal 
Atatuik and suppoited the policy and piogiamme of the All-India Muslim 
League and declaied that the League was the only political body lepicsenting 
Muslims of India It called upon the Muslims of the Andhia distiicts 
to foim Muslim League blanches in eieiy village, town and distiict and 
exhoited all Muslims living m Andhiadesa to ]oin the League It dcploicd 
the “leligious bias” in the political activities of the Congress Goieinment and 
piotestecf against the singing of the “Vande Mataiam” song in any public institu- 
tion It opposed the introduction of the Waidha and Vidja Mandn schemes and 
demanded that an educational scheme foi Muslims should be dialled in consultation 
with Muslim lepicsentatives ^ 

The Confeience uiged the immediate cieation of an Andhra Province, the in- 
teiests and lights of Muslims being adequately safegiiaided therein It ajso con^ 
demned the Biitish policy in Palestine ^ 

The Confeience lesohcd to hold a special Conference of the hluslimS of the 
Andhia Pioimce at a cential place with a view to acceleiating the League campaign 


The Bihar Muslim League Conference 

That the Biliai Muslim League would start cnil disobedience against tlic 
Goveinmcnt, if the lattei introduced the Waidha scheme in the piovincc, was the 
threat held out in a icsoliition passed at the annual conference of the Biliai Pioiin- 
cial Muslim League held at Patna on the 13th March 1939 , 

The Confeience requested thq Working Committee of the All-India' Muslim 
League to sanction JJie launching of ciiil disobedience against the introduction of the 
scheme, to be direcftcd by the Piovincifil League, which would coniert its- Woiking- 
Committee into a ‘‘War Council ’ foi the purpose 

Another resolution demanded that all demonstiations against '-Jlvderaliad be 
banned, otheiwise “the responsibility for any hoiisequent disturbance will rest wiSt 
the Goveinmcnt ” 

The Confeience called on the Goieinment of Bihar to withdraw llie Municipal 
Amendment Bill and piotcstcd against the intioduction of the sjsfcm of joint elec* 
toiatcs to local bodies embodied in the Bill 

The Confeience ic elected Syed Abdul Aztz as Piesident of the Provincial 
League i 
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The U P. Muslim League Conference 

‘The Muslim League is no more domineered by a handful of nch mdivi- 
duals, nor is it an organisation of a section but of the -srhole Muslim populace”, 
declared Nawab Muhamad I&matl Khan, presiding over the TJ P Mushm 

League Conference held at Gorakhpur on the isth March 1939 

Smee the introduction of Provmcial Autonomy, added Natoab Muhamad 
Ismatl Khan, the constitution of the League had been almost revolutionised It 
ivas now a democratic body, ivith complete independence as its goal Its doors 

were open to all and a good Mushm could be a good Leamier Eefemng to the 
charge that the League was a supporter of Bntish Impenahsm, he said that such 
aspersions were imbecommg on the part of those, “who against their prmciples 
were blindly followmg one who was not even a four anna member of the Congress 
Had not that person recently declared the Congress to be an ally of the Bnhsh 

Government? The Congress was the biggest ally to-day with the “result that none 
but that organisation now counted with the Bntish Government ” “Is the taking 
of the oath of alliance and sittmg in Mmistenal chairs wreckmg the 
constitution?” asked the Nawab “Has not Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, once the 
greatest opponent of office acceptance, meekly submitted to that decision’” 

The Congress Government dared not go, he stated, agamst the wishes of the 
Government, lest it should lead to their resignation Despite all this, it was 
deplorable that the Jamiat should repose confidence m the Congress 

Nawab Ismatl Khan reiterated his opposition to the Federal scheme as envi- 
sc^ed m the Government of India Act, but opposed the demand for a Constituent 
Assembly unless the Hindu-Muslim question was satisfactorily settled The Nawab 
felt that m view of the Congress agitation m Indian States, the League sliould see 
that the right of Muslims m the States were safeguarded Piefening to communal 
nofs, Nawab Ismail Khan expressed the opmion that pohticol unrest alone could not 
be responsible for them Eepression would not solve communal trouble Suspicion 
and misapprehension had to be removed, and a clear and definite policy of recog- 
nition and fulfilment of religious nghts ^ould be evolved, after consulting the leaders 
of the vanous communities Eefemng to Palestine, he sa’d, it was the concern of 
the Jlushms of the entire world The League should decide its future course of 
action in respect of this issue after consulting its deputation now m England 


. , Meerut Division Muslim League Conference 

With the amval in Meernt on the 25th March 1939 of Mr M A Jinnah, 
President of the All-India Muslim League, and othei leaders preliminary discussions 
begun nhich led to the re-onentation of the League policy in certain important 
respects The ‘'Associated Press ’ special correspondent sratherM from well-mformed 
quarters that there were tno questions uppermost in the minds of the leaders there 
These were Firstly, the formulation of a scheme which would secure the political 
and cultural development along traditional Islamic lines, of the Muslim ‘"nation” 
in India , and, secondly, the immechate adoption of measures efiectively to safeguard 
thq interests of the Muslims m the States 

'^The expression given on the 25th March by Nauabzada Lxaquat Ah Khan, to 
the fiew-of a certam section of League opinion that tlle^IS35^ Constitution had failed 
so far as Alu^ms were concerned, brought MijsEm leaders to thg point wheie they 
were considermg nhether Muslims should press for securing for themselves political 
and cultural , ^independence. In this connection attention was being focussed on a 
number of draft schemes which were ^ txinsidered by the Working OimmlttSe-of the 
League on the next clay As regard? the pohey of the Leamie vis-a-ns the States, 
the general feelmg among the iSiders assembled appeared to be that the League 
should render all^ help to MuMims in the States to enable them to secure theur 
legitimate place m any reforms that imght be introduced. 

Mr M A, Jtnnah made a bnef speech m Urdu on the 25fh IMarch at the 
Meerut League Conference. During the last two years, he said Muslims had 
been made to realise that the Congress was trvmg to perpetrate a big political 
fraud. Mushm League members'^ were still called communahsts because 
they were not prepare to fall into the trap set for them bj the Congress 
The Muslims were told by certain interested persons that they should 
not oppose the Congress, which was workmg for the uplift of the poor and was de- 
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voting itself to solving the problem of bread for the masses Was it rcsllv the 
object of the Congress to liberate the people ? (Ones of “No, no”) The hlushnis 
had now seen what atrocities were being wrought on them in the Congress proiinccs 
It was to be regretted that even non there were some amongst the Sluslims who 
weie in favoui of their unconditionally joining the Congress Mi Jinmli began by 
saying that Nawab Jamshed All Khan was not an extremist and had until recently 
believed in woiking with the British and the Hindus Similaily, Nanabrada Liaqat 
All Khan was of the conseivative school of thought and came of Nanab fainiK 
What, then, were the forces at nork nhich had brought about this change in the 
mentality of those two men ? Eeferiing to the interview which the special coircs- 
pondent of the “New York Times” recently had with Mr Gandhi, JIi Jinnah said 
that the Ma’ atma had said, in ansnei to the coiiespondent’s questions, that the 
Congress had not yet decided nhethei, firstly, they nould accept Dominion fetatiis 
and, secondly, whethei they would support the British Government in case of the 
war What did this iiniily ? Fuithei, m one of his recent statements, Mi Gandlii 
had admitted that the Congress had entered into an alliance with the Biitish Gov- 
ernment Should it, then, lie in the mouths of Congressmen to say that the Muslim 
League was an ally of the British Government ? He urged the audience not to be 
carried away by the false propaganda of the Congiess He assured them that if 
they united and oiganised themselves, no power on earth would be able to crush 
them or their organisation, the Muslim Leaf^e 

Pressed to add a few words m English, Dir Jinnah said that it was pie- 
Bumably the intelligentsia that spoke English Addiessing the intelligentsia, theie- 
foie, he impressed upon them that it was from then lanks that the leaders and oinccis 
of then oiganisalion must come Throughout the world it was the intelligentsia 
that was providing the leadership and drive of the great movements But he warned 
that they must be prepared to make every saciifice to establish and maintain then 
solidaiity His message to them was “Be piepaicd to saciifice anything and 
everything rather than sacnfice a haii of your national community ” 

Welcoming the delegates to the Conference, Major Nawab Jamshed Alt Khan, 
Chairman of the Reception Committee, declared that the march of time demanded that 
the IMuslim should take stock of then activities in the field of jiiactical politics 
lather than meiely passing resolutions The All-India Muslim League, he said, 
stood for the unity of Indian Muslims and its object was to awaken them to 
then leligious duty and make them awaie of then inteinal and cxteinal enemies 
lie said that the Muslims stood for that libeity which acknowledged equal lights for 
everyone nrespcctivc of caste, creed oi colour The freedom that provincial autonomy 
had biought was not wanted It had deprived the peojde of peace of mind and the 
events in Benaies, Cawnpoie, Mcieiia, Badaun, Slahaiajganj and Allahabad in U P 
were a sufficient proof of that He thought that expeiience h id shown that the western 
type of demociacy had failed in India Just as it cannot be tolerated that Indi in 
fetates should inteifeie in oui affaiis, similaily they should be left alone to take 
caie of their own affaiis But the Rajkot incident was an eye openei If this 
soit of inteifeience was continued, the Muslims of Biitish India would be obliged 
to take steps to safeguaid the inteiests of then biethren in the States He 
complained that the Zemindais of the U P were being dejuived of (hen' 
possessions by false pietcnccs and that tlie Indian jiioblem was the juoblcni 
of biead He deplored the propaganda that was being earned on agaipsk •the 
Uidu language He said’*fha't if India attained ficedom, then Uulu would be the 
only Indian langvi'igo that could' help in cany mg on diplomat ic falls ‘yvilh 
countries m the Near East Finally hfe appealed to the Ulemas to grve a tiic 
lead to thd Muslims in foimulatnig tnSi attitude towards other political pajties 
in India ^ ‘ 

<k ’’ tj 

The A I Muslim League Working Committee 

A decision to appoint a committee to examine and rej oit on (he vai tons 
diaft schemes jmt foiwaid as being moie likely than the jwesent constitution to 
secure the rights and interests of Muslims in India vyas taken at thconecting of 
the All-India hluslim League Wotking Committee, held at -Sl&rut on the 2ath 
March 1939 at the residence of Nawab Mohamed Ismail Khan, President of flic 
U P Pioviiicial Muslim League The meeting passed aiiothei rc'ohilion advwing 
Muslims m the States to efiectively oiganise themselves and assining them of its 
fullest support 
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Mr Jtnnah presided and among those present neie Sii Sikandar Hyat Khan 
Su Abdulla Hal oon Hap Abdus Sattai, Essak Seth, Sj eel Abdul Aizar Easul Mr 
Abdul A Eauf Shah, hlalik Baikatali, Ea]a of hlahinudabad, Nanab Mohd 
Ismail Khan, Begam Mohammad All and Nanabzada Liaquatali Khan 

RcEoluhon — on Federation 
The following is the text of the first lesoliition — 

“Wheieas the Muslim League is opposed to the scheme of Fedeiation 
embodied in the Goieinment of India Act, 1935, 

“Wheieas the rvoiking of the piovmcinl pait of the constitution has created 
glare appichension amongst Muslims and othei mmoiities legaidmg then futiiie 
because the piorincial scheme has utteily failed to safeguaid eien the elementary 
lights of the Muslim minoiities in ranous piovinces, 

“And rvheieas by a lesolution passed at the Patna session in December, 1938, 
tire President of the All-India hluslim League rvas aiithoiised to adopt si ch 
couise as may be necessaiy uith a Men to exploring the possibility of a suitable 
alleinatne -which rvould safeguard the inteiests of the Mnssalmans and othei 
mmoiities, the President, -with the confeience of the uoikmg committee, heieby 
apioint a committee of the following to examine vaiious schemes alieady 
propounded by those -who are fullj \ersed in the constitutional derelopment of 
India and other countiies, and those that may be submitted heicaftei to the 
President, and lepoit to the rroiking committee then conclusions at an eaily date 
hli M A Jinnah, Sir Sikandai Hjat Khan, Syed Abdul Aziz, hGiawaia 
Sn Nazimuddiu, Sii Abdulla Haioon, Bardar Auiangzeb Khan, Nawabzada 
Liaquatali Khan (Convenor) ” 

States & Mnshms 

Following is the text of the second resolution — 

“In new of the set policy of the Congiess and other Hindu organisations 
to achieve Hindu supiemacy and then peisistcnce in lesoitmg to coeicive and 
subversive methods in the Indian States, the Muslim League is giavely concerned 
with legaid to the fate of Mussulmans in ranous States and theiefore earnestly 
advises them effectively to organise themselres foithnith m oidei to protect then 
liberties lights and inteiests and assures them of its fullest support and assistance 
m the struggle” 

The Secretary then made his report regarding his visit to G P in connection 
with the Vidyamandir scheme which was recorded The woihng committee resolved 
that as a result of the settlement between the 0 P Government and the Muslim 
League with regard to the proposed Vidyamandir scheme it notes with satisfaction 
that the C P Muslims are taking practical steps to advance Muslim education 
It appeals to every Mussalmau to assist the Association which is being foi-med 
for this purpose 


The All India Muslim League Council 

The Council of the All-India Muslim League met at new Delhi on the 8th April 
i939 under the presidentship of Mr Af A Jmnah Eepiesentatives from all provinces 
present hli Jinnah explained at considei able 'Jer^th the implications of the 
resdutions passed bv the Woiking Commrtf^sr'^of the League after its Patna 
sessidm and said that copies of Pirpur tepffit on communal distoibgnces had been 
for-warded, tp the Viceroy and the Con^^ss Goveraments concerned '^The League 
now a-uhited the action on that lepmt In regard to Palestine, Mi Jinnah advised 
the Goupcil to defer further action tm the publication of the proposals by ^-His 
Majesty’s “ Government and thcr return of their orvn delegates from London -■ Mi 
Jiiinah^was ghtd. to infoim the 'Council that Muslims in the Indian States were 
-i-api^fr orgitnising themselves' In legaid to Federation, he said that there weie 
E^eiaK'echemeS-'ln- the field mcluding that of dividing the countiy into Muslim 
Ad 'Hindu India. These schemes weie before the Committee which had been 
up by the Working Committee of the League He assured the meeting that 
the Committed'' wus not'qiledged to any particular scheme It would examine the 
whole question and produce a scheme whtch, according to the Committee, would 
in the best interest of the Muslims of India 
•^’lolonged discussion ensured on the work of the Oiganrsation Committee 
gppoihted m thg Punjab Maulana Zafar Ali, Mir Maqbul Mahmud, Mir Barkat 
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All and Mir Ahmed Shah participated in the discussion One point of iieiv was 
that the Organising Committee -nas not woiking as it should Mu Maqbul 
Mahmud explained that the Committee had been able to organise twentj distinct 
Leagues He assured the meeting that the Muslims of the Punjab were rapidly 
becoming League-minded 

Organisation or National Guards 

The meeting discussed at length the pioposal to organise a National Guard 
on an All-India basis 

The Raja of Mahmudabad wanted a committee to work out the scheme 

Maulana Zafar Alt felt that the mcmbcis of the National Guard should be 

paid 

Ml Jtnnah wanted that a beginning be made iiith volunteer oiganisations 
in the proiinces, which might deielop into a Na'ional Guard 

Nawah Ismail Khan urged that the Guard should consist of educated persons 
and a committee iias necessary to determine the peiiod of training and qualifications 
of lecimts The Council decided to appoint a committee 

Resolutions — on Rajkot 

Eesolutions lelating to the situations in Eajkot, Jaipur and Hyderabad iieic 
adopted by the Council The resolution on Eajkot lains as follows — 

‘ The Council of the All-India Muslim League deplores Mi Gandlii’s action 
in launching upon his fast in a matter of political issue, imobing amongt 
otheis, the inclusion of two Muslim lepiesenfatives on the Eajkot Constitutional 
Ecfoims Committee, already nominated by tlie Thakoie Saheb This Council 
earnestly uigcs upon the Ihakoie Saheb and the Viceioy, i\ho has thought fit to 
intciienc as lepicsenting the Pai amount Pouei and theieby has cieatcd a dangcioiis 
jnccedent, that in no case should these two Miissalman membeis, mIio aie the 
tiuly chosen icpiesentatnes of the Mussalmans of Eajkot now, be displaced by 
the nominees of Mi Patel The Council fuithei uiges upon the Mussalmans of 
Eajkot and the Jluslim Council to do all in then power to resist any change Mith 
regard to then representation already dcclaied, as the Muslim League is of opinion 
that such change uould be highly detrimental to the Mtal interests of Eajkot 
Mussalmans ” 

During the discussion of this resolution, Mr Jtnnah declaied that he 'was 
not in the confidence of the Viceroy ind nothing yhich the Viccioy had said oi 
done ivas in consultation iMth him He added that one end of the episode yas 
the auaid guen by the Cliief Justice of India “We must yait and see what 
hajipens next”, he said Maulana Zafar Ah asscited that Eajkot iias a test case 
and lias bound to have icieicussion eicijuheie ui the Indian States 

On Jaipur 

The resolution on Jaipur runs as follows — 

‘The Council is of ojunion that oiu Muslim biethien, who hare migrated 
from Jaipur should be persuaded to letuin to thou homes as it is in then own 
interest to do so, and they should not be misled liy anjone who adiised them Jo 
the contiaij The Council iullj Tsymjiathiscs avith then decjilj wounded icclings 
with regard to the filing, w'hicli leSldtcd in loss of and injuij <o many innyccnt 
people and will do' e\eiy thing to help them in pressing then dem ind ” 

The lesolution was moved by MaulanShiZafar Alt, who exjilaincd thc'^encum- 
stance^^ under which G,000 Muslims had migiala^ from Jaipur to Delhi He siid 
that the Muslim League was opposed to this migration, winch had cost^the J iipiu 
Muslims a good deal of money and inconvenience ^ ^- 

IMi Ziaul Haq from Delhi explained that thff migration was nob tHuIcAihcn 
by Jaipur Muslims at the instance of the League He infoimcd Jlic s-mceting 
that the migrants weie not juepiied to go back to Jaipui as thev_ said it wQiily 
be against the oitli they hid taken befoie leaving then hcmics I'uuhcitnsiA, 
they woii! not oiganiscd and many of them wcie not piepaied , to cntiiist then 
case to the League •x. 

Ml Jtnna/i endorsed tins point of view He said that his own -cnquinee 
showed that the Jaipui Muslims were hopelessly disoiganiscd and had no leader 
to guide them He uigcd that the first thing to do was to persuade them to go 
back to Jaipur and organise tliemselves undci a leader 
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On Hyderabad 

Tlie lesolutions on Hjdeiabad were adopted without discussion The resolu- 
tions lun as follows — 

“In Mew of the lerolutionaiy imiest that is stalking the land as a result of 
the intensive piopaganda launched by the ‘National’ Congiess and its henchmen 
to establish Hindu hegemony all ovei India, in uttei disiegaid of the ]ust and 
natuial aspiiations of Indian Miissalmans, this Council ti lists that while given 
tlie fullest piotection to the Mussalmans of the Deccan who constitute the main 
stiength of Islam in His Exalted Highness’ Dominions, His Exalted Highness’ 
Government 'smU piovide foi adequate repiesentation foi the millions of Depiessed 
Classes in the impending scheme of Constitutional Eefoims and take effective 
steps to emancipate these voiceless millions fiom the bondage of the high caste 
Hindus, who haie hitheito monopolised all admmistiative and educative poner 
in the ruial aieas thioughout the Dominions 

‘This Council viens with giave alaim the united onslaught of the Arya 
Samajists, the Hindu hlahasabhaites and then Congiess fiiends on His Exalted 
Highness’ Dominion, on the unieal pietext that Hindu leligion and Hindu civil 
libeity aie in dangei of extinction in those Dominions The Council is fiimly of 
the opinion that the indefensible policy of the Paiamount Power in refusing to stop 
this subieisiie moiement in Biitish India against His Exalted Highness the 
Nizam, who is then ‘faithful ally’, has aheady resulted and will go on lesulting 
in an inteicommunal clash foi which the mam lesponsibility lies on its shoulders 

“In Mew of the fact that Mi Gandhi’s diiect mteifeience in the affairs of the 
Indian States has foi its mam object the total extinction of the soieieign preroga- 
tives of the Indian Euleis and the oveiloidship of the Conmess-ridden majority, 
the popular front, which is overwhelmingly Hindu as evidenced by the Eajkot 
episode and othei atrocities of the Congiess in Indian States, the Council luges 
upon His Exalted Highness' Government not to recognise outside agencies It 
fuithei emphatically calls upon the Biitish Government to stop their mischievous 
and dangerous activities as they are aheady creating communal tension and 
hatied and must lead to serious and disastrous consequences ” 

Delhi Provincial Muslim League Conference 

“In the welter of present day politics, one thing stands out clear, namely, 
that Mussalmans are determined to lead a life of equal partnership and not of 
subordination ” declared the Baja Sahtb oj Mahmiidabad in his presidential 
address at tne Fust Delhi Provincial Muslim League Political Conference, 
held at New Delhi on the 8th April 1939 

Proceeding, the Eaja said that to the Mussalmans the whole question presen- 
ted itself not as how the counti 7 nould be governed but how they would lire in 
India ‘ The alternatives to the Federation have, therefore, no mere academic 
interest to them These alternatives touch the very fundamentals of their political 
existence ” The Eaja Sahib referred to the plan formulated by the late Sir 
Mohammed Iqbal the fundamental weakness of^,.uhich, according to the Eaja, 
^■d'as that it left out of account the fate of- ^tiie Mussalmans scattered m the 
provinces where the Hindus happened to be in the majority ‘ That scheme does 
npfrtake note of Bengal, Hyderabad, BhgpaT and other Muslim States ” He added 
,‘Theie is the more recent scheme of dl^ding India into cultural zones gf Hindus 
and iltrsaalmans The basic idea underlying the scheme is concentrating cultura- 
lly homogeneous people into s^aiate homelands, States and cantons It takes 
stock of the present day conditions of the whole Muslim population m India and 
by assigning to them certain areas where they mil be inrited to migrate rolun- 
taiily leaves the rest of the -cbrmtry to Hindus The Eaja Sahib next refeiied 
to the agitation in the Hyderabad State and said that the pace of refoims could 
not be feced by outside interference He then criticised “the misrule m Congiess 
provinces” and paid a tribute to “our brave brethren fighting British Impeiia- 
lim in Palestine In conclusion he exhorted Mussalmans to organise themseh es 
undei the banner of the League 

Resolutions 

The first resolution dealt mth Muslim representation in local bodies in the 
Delhi piOMnce where it was stated, the representation was vei 7 low 
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The Confeience appealed to the MuslimB, in mow of their economic and finan- 
eial condition, to use sivadeshi cloth and othei articles, and especially to guc pre- 
feience to goods pioduced by Muslims 

The Conference condemned “the repressive policy of Congress Ministries to- 
wards Muslims and other minoi communities” In this connection special reference 
was made to the actions of the Goi einments of the U P , C P , and Biliai 

Finally, it was resolved that the “Government of India Act 1035 is incomplete” 
and that the All-India Muslim League be asked to prepare a pieferable Constitu- 
tion, which would safeguaid the lights of JIuslims 

Resolutions legaiding Hjdeiabad and Jaipur weie also moved at the night sitting 

Bengal Provincial Muslim League Committee 

An appeal to all Muslims to oiganise themselves undei the banner of the All 
India Muslim League was made by the hon 5Ii A K Fazhil Bag, Chief Miiiistci 
of Bengal, presiding over the inaugural session of tlie Council (Gcnei il Committee) 
of the Bengal Piovincial Muslim League held at Calcutta on the 8th April 

Mr IJuq complained that all the leaders of the Muslim community through- 
out India had dcdaicd that the Muslims not only got no 3 ustice at the hands of 
the Congiess Governments, but that then legitimate intciests vvcic gcnei allj ignored 
and often saciificed to suit the convcincnce of the majonty commiiiiitj It wis not 
suggested, Mi Huq added, that the Ministries themselves had been guilty of ‘atro- 
cities’, but the fact lemained that the Hindus had been cncoinaged to coininit 
‘untold atiocitics’ on Muslims and to commit the most nnpiovokcd assault on llieir 
religion and cultme, and the Hindu Congiess Govemments had not been able to 
piotect the Muslim minoiities m their pi ounce 

The hon Mi H S Suh? atoardt/, Slinistei for Labom, said that the Muslim 
League offcied a platfoim to all those who believed in justice and fauplay to all Ho 
dcclaied that it was impel ative that the Hindus and the JIusliras must work to- 
gcthci foi the attainment of that national independence which must be tlicii goal 
If the Congress in pursuance of a vain ideal, lefuscd to co opciatc with (he 
Mnshms, he said thcio was no reason why they should not lefiise co operation with 
those non Muslims whe believed in then principles 'Ihc Muslim League, he c\- 
plained, was not anti-Hindu and lie considciod it then duty and the duty of all 
true Muslim Leaders to see the cooperation of non-Muslim elements 

“Undci no ciicumstances should the Government lecogniso the Congiess as 
a national oiganisation lepiescnting the various communities of India” This was 
the opinion expiesscd by the Committee of the League, which concluded its 
dclibeiations on the 9th April According to the Committee, the Congress was a 
“communal organisation inimical to Muslim inteiests ” 

Ihe Committee declaicd that m matters conccining the Muslims, the Govein- 
ment should always be guided by the opinion of the Muslim League “as the sole 
and acuedited lepiescntative of the Muslim community” 

'Ihc meeting stressed “the need foi protecting and promoting the Urdu 
language and sciipt in Bengal, and foi secimng foi Muslims special quaitcrs 
in nuinitipal aieas and adequate civic amenities” A Committee was formed lo 
raise a fund of one lakli-td cany on the work of the League on sound lines 

The hon Mr A K Fazliil 'was elected President The Nawab Bahadur 
of Dacca, Maulaiia Akiam Khan, Mi M A Isiialiani, feu Adamjee Haji Diwood, 
and Maiilana Rahul Amin wcic elected Vice-Presidents and the hon Jlr U S 
feuhiawaidy, Secietaiy ’■ ^ 

Bombay Muslim League Conference 

A stern warning to the Biitisb Government that Ihcv would^ be making a 
very gicat mistake if they thought that they could settle the I’cderation issue 
with the Congiess, leaving out the Muslim League, was given ^ by Mr Af A 
Jtnnah, Piesidcnt of the All-India Muslim League, inauguiating the Bombay 
Provincial Jilushm League Conference held at Sholapur on the Cth May 1039 
He declared that in such a ease the Muslim League would fight rcderation 
alone and make it impossible 

In this connection. Mi Jinnah pointed out that JInslims wore prepared for 
greater sacnfices, as he had a feeling that the Congiess wotild ultimately jom 
48 
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I^deration It was curious, he stated, that Mr Gandhi has not uttered a word 
about Federation in recent months, which was a significant fact Mr Jinnah 
reiterated the Muslim League’s policy vtx-a-vts the Indian States as one of non- 
intervention But, he declared, if the Congress continued, in contiavention of its 
resolutions, to interfeie in the Indian States, then the Muslim League would also 
be compelled to interfere, in oider to pi^ct Muslim interests in the States Mr 
Jmnah traeed at length the histoiy of the recent growth of the Muslim League 
organisation and expressed gratification at its piesent stiength He stated that it 
had been proved that the Congiess High Command did not want Muslims to 
collaborate or co-operate with them as their equals and paitners , they wanted 
Muslims to be their henchmen Eiery action of the Congress High Command, 
whether inside or outside the Legislatuies, was dnected to crush and divide the 
Muslims Mr Jinnah cited the instances of the Bombay Mimicipal Amendment 
Act and the Distiict Local Boards Act which, he said, were delibeiately enacted 
to injure Muslim inteiests EefeiTmg to the Eajkot affair, Mr Jinnah said that 
it had proved his worst apprehensions that Mi Gandhi wanted Muslims to stay 
as his henchmen which they would never do Mr Jinnah seveielj ciiticised Mr 
Gandhi’s pioposal of conditional lepiesentation of the Muslims on the Eefoims 
Committee and said, ‘‘It is a pioposal which I would feel ashamed to offer to the 
Hindus ” Mr Jmnah concluded with the advice, “in chfiiculties do not despair, 
in victory do not lose j our head ” 

Sib Sikandeb Hyat Khan’s Address 

In the course of his Presidential addiess Str SiLander Hyat Khan, Punjab 
Premier, said — 

“Let us, ladies and gentlemen, look round and survey the events of con- 
lemporarv histoi'y It would suflice for our present purjiose to begin with the 
introduction of the new constitution m India The experience in the Provinces 
iurmg the past two years has conclusuelv shown that some of the basic prmciples 
Hcorpoiated m the new constitution after protracted deliberations are already 
ilmost completely mopeiatue The so-called “safeguards”, on the impoitance of 
[vhich much stress was laid by the fiameis of the Government of India Act, have 
uther been completely ciicumiented or proied ineffectne in actual woiking To 
me this development has not come as a surpiise as it was cleaily jnedicted by me 
in the repoit of the Punjab Eefoims Committee nearly a decade ago Similaily, 
the expectation that the minoiity commumties would find effective lepresentation 
in the various provincial Cabinets has, except in a few non-Congiess provinces, 
remamed merely a pious wish In the Punjab also, about which I can speak with 
authontj, I could have excluded these elements from the Cabinet without 
violating the canons of democracy, since mi Paity was returned to the Assembly 
rn a clear and woiking majority The inteiests of my pioiince and the country 
as a whole, however, demanded that I should endeavour to accommodate all those 
important minonty interests which had a stake in the jirovince and were prepared 
to work with us , aud the result has amply justified the step and has been 
achieved without detracting from the basic principle of joint responsibility 
Sloreor er, the success of the Punjab expenment ^induaite^ that much of the present 
cojmmunal bitterness and tension which unfortunately J^-evail in certain other 
parts of India could have been avoided if they had adopted a similar attitude 
towards the minorities Incidentally, theJialanced constructive aMrieygment of the 
Punjab, during the short span of t!t\o jeais, in the economic and other spheres 
can be 'mainly attributed to the judicious combination of the various intef&ts in the 
Cabinet.’^ Another disquieting featme which has piominently come into relief m these 
few months is the danger of interference by one or more imits m the internal 
affairs bf other units WhSe this could partly be attributed to the ineffectiveness 
^ of the safeguards, rt rs primrfiily due to a short-sighted and wholly unjustifiable 
' concepJaoH 'of the rights, and duties of the r rnous units under the scheme of the 
" Indian Con^itution This aggressive tendency has not unnaturally aroused serious 
arifeehetisfoiis among the prospective constCSUents of the future Federation of 
India” '' 

“Ladies and gentlemen, there are ominous indications that the ideology and 
the tactics of the dictators in Europe are bemg imbibed by some influential 
^ Congress leaders, though the weapons employed by them aie, of necessity, of a 
. diffgl§ii^.character The new constitution offered a unique ojiportunity of service 
the masses and 'our motherland, and if all the parties which had secured the 
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confidence oE the mnjonfy of the provincial clccioiatcs had been allowed to apply 
themsehes to tbis task with tine constriictne ratiiotism and vision, in a snint 
of live and let live, nnimjcded by outside dictation, India would have been 
neaiei to day than ever before to her legitimatelj claimed status amongst the 
nations of the woild Angels, however, are pioveibially jealous , and it is a 
gicat misfortune that m the tlush of new Ij -gained power the Executive of the 
Congress should have consciously or unconsciously discarded the ideals of 
demociacy and service for the glamoious but dangerous precepts and methods of 
Hitler and llussolini which otherwise they are never tired or denouncing in thur 
public statements The results have been most ominous, and it seems that the 
Congiess is dangeiously heading tovvaids the ideal of a totalitaiian fctate If the 
eneigy spent m ti-jing to coeicc the Indian States had been applied tovvaids 
the solution of outstanding problems which are vital to the ordeied progress 
of our country, India would have been seveial steps nearer hei goal and the 
Congress a notch higher m public estimation After all, an honourable and 
just solution of the communal question would be fai moic profitaiile to the 
counti7 as also to the majority community, than the doubtful pastime of baiting 
the minonties and the Indian States , and incidentally it might also secure for 
the Congiess, in an honouiable and stiaightfonvaid manner, what it is so 
Btienuously striving to gain by devious and back door methods Ihus the 
oppoitunities offeied by the new constitution of winning the confidence of the 
minorities have been callously and dchbeiatelv allowed to slip, and a very shoil- 
sighted policy of outside inteifcience in the internal allans of the States, and 
studied indiffeience to the interests of the vaiious minoiitj communities m 
Biitish India, has been initiated instead The so called non-vioicnt and peaceful 
methods of penetiation into the Indian States, in tlie name of nationalism or 
under the pietext of vindicating leligious lights, aie too tiansparcnt to dacivc 
faiiminded public opinion in and outside the counti^ The legitimate claim of 
depressed classes to be lecognizcd as a distinct community with specific rights 
has been feveiishly opposed by the veiy class which is responsible for their 
piesent plight lest the piesent Hindu majoiity be thereby leduced to a minoiity 
Similarly, hectic bu' aboitive attempts have been made to cieate dissension among 
Muslims, by fair mcai s oi foul, undci the guise of the Mass Contact movement 
These attempts backed by vast finantial lesouices— thanks to the munificence of 
the accommoda ing capitalists— lend coloui to the belief that thev aio meant 
merely to subjugate these classes in older to perpetuate the domination of a 
communal oligaichy Such unpatiiotic and shoitsighted attempts on the part of 
a section of oui fellow-countrymen to undeimine the position of the Mussalmans 
and other minonties, by trying to cicate lifts in their lanks, instead of seeking 
an honouiable settlement on teims of equality with the accredited representatives 
of the Mussalmans and othei minonties, can result only in widening the gulf, 
instead of budging it, which should bo the duty of every patriotic Indian ” 

“This, in a nutshell, is a review of the political situation m which we find 
ourselv es to day The atmospheie in the countiy is suicharged with suspicion 
and mistrust Communal strife and bitterness are larapant in vanous parts of 
India There is a feeling o^ insecunty among the minonties which are senously 
appiehensive of then iutiStB-' Relations between Bntish Indian units and the 
Indian States are far ifom healtEy, and both the minorities and the States suspect 
the Congress party" of sinister designs*!© annihilate oi subjugate them Unfoitu- 
nately, r^eecnt'' events provide ample justification of such misgmng^ and 
foiebodings ' 

‘T^he aforesaid review of the political trend, in the country has confronted 
the 90 million Mussalmans of India with one vital question Aic we content to 
lose our identity and to be relegated to the position of political pariahs or 
do we want to live m this country as a fiee and »solf-rcspeoting people? Thtfre 
could be only one reply to this question fiom the Mussalmans, cofisistenl^^ith 
the tiaditions of Islam and oui histoiy, and that reply has already betop given 
in cleai and unequivocal teims by -Cur distinguished leader Mr Mubamnladv Ah 
Jinnah And ifc is this, as in the past so also in the future the Mflssalmans* are 
prepaied to fight shoulder to shoulder as equal and self-resnccling partners with 
their fellowcountiy men for the political emancipation of ^ their motherland Rut 
they cannot and will not play the role of campfol lowers whatever may happen 
In this resolve we stand unshaken and united, and if we are denied our birth- 
right to live as flee and self-respecting people, let nafc declare -with all the 
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empliasis tliJit I ciu conunand tbat tlie MussalmaTis "Will not consider any sacrifice 
too ^eat to aciiieve tins end Let me also warn aou. tliat aou must be prepared 
to fight your battles alone It would be foolish and futile ‘to rely on or expect 
help from any other quarter arhatsoeaer That age-old and hackneved axiom 
‘•God helps those avho help themselves” is as true to-day as ea-er, and 'the recent 
events in India and elsenhere have once again brought home 'to us the truth 
of this adage Eemember that to a Muslim his religion his culture and his 
self-respct are even dearer than his life and if, God foibid, anv one of these 
cherished possessions is threatened, he shall defend it e\en if he has to 
fight with his back to the wall So be piepaied under the banner of the 
Muslim League, with ill-will towards none, but determined to safeguard this 
precious heritage on which depends the aery existence of the Muslim community” 

‘‘The recent sinister change in the attitude of the Congress towards the 
Indian States made it incumbent for the Muslims m British India to define 
then attitude in this matter This has alreadi been done by the Working 
Committee and the Council of the All-India Muslim League It will be seen 
from the resolution' recently passed by the Working Committee at Meerut and 
subsequently endorsed by the Council of the League, that while the Muslim 
League is in full sympathy with the people of the Indian States in then geniune 
aspnation for political advance and for the removal of their legitimate grievances, 
it strongly deprecates the coercive methods adopted by the Congress to browbeat 
the smaller States and to engender disaffection and uniest in some of the bigg r 
ones This short-sighted reorientation of the Congress policy towaids the States cannot 
be too severely condemned, as it must inevitably result in creating a spirit of suspi- 
cion and hostility among the Indian States against British Indian units and must 
eyentually militate against the ordered progress of India From whatever angle one 
may examme this bellicose attitude of the Congress, it is difficult to escape the con- 
clusion that this smister move, which has been mitiated with the ostensible object of 
helping the people of these States, is in essence an attempt to secure undisputed 
supremacy of the Congress in the federal sphere as also in it vanoiis components 
What new factor accounts for this significant change in the Cmgress attitude ? The 
answer is not far to seek, and the fact lemains that the ch*- ige came about when 
the Congress secuied a majority in various provinces and decided to “wneck” the 
constitution in the provincial sphere Apparently they have now decided to repeat 
their “wrecking” tactics in the federal sphere also and for this pui-j ose must secure 
a majority by fair means or foul at the centre Comment is unnecessary 

‘•'This bnngs me to the recent agitation against the Hyderabad State Let me 
make it clear at the very outset that we stand for the fullest possible freedom m 
religious matters consistently with due respect for the legitimate susceptibihties of 
others, and if the non-Muslims of Hyderabad approach then government m a consti- 
tutional manner for the redress of then legitimate grievances, if any, they will have 
our whole-hearted sympathy Sloreover, the traditional tolerance and magnanimity 
of the exalted ruler of Hyderabad and the enlightened far-sightedness of the 
Hyderabad Government are to my mmd the surest guarantee that no genume 
grievance of Hyderabad subjects can remam unrediessed if it is brought to the 
notice of the admmistration m a constitutional manngr^,^ rBut the way in which an 
organised subversive movement is bemg engiueet^d m aifd-doiected from British 
Imha against this premier State in India, whij^h l5 the rejxisitory'oLsome of the best 
features cd Islamic and Indian culture, makes one suspect that it may; be a concer- 
ted ^ove in pursuance of that very sinister pohcy which aims at subdumgdhe vanoiis 
units to the will of the majority' communitj It is significant that the agitation 
agamst the Hyderabad State was pri^ally started by an unholy alliance between 
the twin -organisations of the Congiess and the Hindu Mahasabha Later, I under- 
stand, In, order to escape the charge of communalism the Congress announced its 
Withdrawal from the field and left it to the Mahasabha to cany on the agitation ” 

• Speaking on Federation, Sir Sikandar stated that the following pomts would 
make the 'scheme acceptable — 

That it secures to India the unfettered nght of nsmg to its full pohtical 

stature 

“(b) Tha-5 the autonomy and the integrity of the units is effectively guaran- 
teed and that neither the Centre nor any unit or any outside subversive movement 
shall he allowed to mterfere with the mternal autonomy and the integrity of indi- 
vidual n^ts^ 
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“(c) That the financial provisions of the proposed Federation shall Icaic free 
scope for the development of the units and of their resouices unhampered from 
pressure or disci imination fiom the Centie 

“(d) That impoitant minonties and interests in the eountri shall be cffcctueli 
guaianteed the fullest possible piotection and unhampered dcielopment of their 
political and cultural rights, and their due share in the governance and the ad- 
ministration of the country 

“(c) That the powers of the Centre shall be confined to a few essential sub- 
jects and fimctions and that the residue shall vest either in the individual units or 
groups of units as they may desire” 

Speaking on Palestine, Sir Sikandar said 

“Ladies and gentlemen, the question of Palestine continues, as you are aware, 
to eveicise the minds of the Mussalmans It has been receiving constant attention 
from the All India Muslim League and its executive It was decided at the last 
meeting of the Council to defer a further pronouncement on the subject pending 
the return of oui representatives fiom Europe Thej have now returnra, and their 
services to the cause entitle them to oui gratitude No satisfactorj settlement 
appeals vet to have been leached It would be the reverse of wisdom and fanplav 
if British statesmanship falls to use to the occasion and do justice to the Aiabs 
A fan and just decision in this matter would not only please the 90 million Mueal- 
mans of India, but should go a long way in svvaving the goodwill of the hliisal- 
mans of the vvoild Moreovei, in the settlement of this question the honafides of 
Biitish professions regarding the light of self-determination for smaller nations 
are on trial Ladies and gentlemen, the Muslim League has in unmistakable tciins 
given expression to the feelings of the Jlusalmans in this mattei and both hli 
Jinnah and 1 have also been ajipiising fiom time to time, the authorities conccmcd 
in tins country of the giavity of the situation, and the depth of the feeling of the 
Musalmans over this question” In conclusion, &ir Sikandar said 

“Ladies and gentlemen, I have freelj and fianklj placed before von m\ views, 
for all they are worth The ultimate decision in the vital All-India matters aflcct- 
/ing the Muslims must rest with the Mussalmans and with their onlv accredited 
oiganisation in India— the All India Muslim League Oui path is strewn with 
obstacles Our difficulties and limitations aie enoimous But 1 am an optimist, 
and as a Mussalman, I have faith in La Tanquatoo min Rahmatillah I have frith 
in the destiny of the Musalmans and I feel confident that with tolerance, sclf-ics- 
pect and patiiotism, the three great Islamic principles as our guide, and with faith 
in an All-Wise and hleiciful Providence as our bed rock we IMussalmans shall 
never be vanquished, and that, God willing, oui future shall be woithj of our great 
traditions ” 


The JamiatAUl-Ulema-i-Hind Conference 

Annu^ Session — New Delhi — 3rd to 6tfa March 1939 

The Welcome Address ' ’ 

The attention of the IJlemas was drawn to the “critical situation” through 
which the Muslims of India are passing in the struggle for freedom bv Dr^ Snvul^r 
tuUah Shah Ansart, Chairman of the Eeception Committee in his address at the an- 
nual sesion of the Jamait-ul-Ulcma-i -Hind Conference, which opened at New Delhi on 
the 3rd March 1939 Cver ten thousand persons, including a large number or Ulemas 
and six hundred delegates from all over India attended the session 

Tracing the ongin of the Balkan, Khilafat and Non-co-operation 5Iovemcnts,‘T3r 
ShauKatuUah Shah said that the seeds of the Jamait were sown in Delhi for the 
purpose of solving not only the theological problems, but for organising -the collective 
life of the hluslims m all its aspects He reminded the audience that thev were 
meeting at a place where the memorj of the sacrifices of the late hlaulana Shcikul- 
Hind Hakim Ajmal Khan, Maulana Mohamed All and Dr. Ansan was still 'chcHshcd 
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Following in the footsteps of these torchbeireis, not only the TJlemas but the Muslim 
masses plunged into the political movements of India Di Shaukatullah next 
lefeiied to the movement for freedom in A'eman, Iiaq, Syiia and Palestine, where 
the Western powers nere trjingto continue then domination Japan was not lagging 
behind, but Chine'^e Muslims ucie fighting shoulder to shoulder with then countrj” 
men to keep then independence mtact Ciiticising JBiitish policy m India, Dr 
Shaukatullali asked Muslims to play a ‘decisne” role in tlie coiintiw He le^etted 
that the Muslim community in India to-daj was dnided mto classes and factions 
which had resulted in cieatiug shaip divisions both social and political and this 
situation was bein" exploited by interested parties The best way to fight commima- 
lism was, he added, not to beep aloof fiom the Congress but to paiticipate in its 
activities Di Shaukatullah laid special emphasis on the Palestme situation, and 
said that it was the immediate task of all Muslims m India to bung the pressuie 
of their opinion to beai on England The speaker placed constructne plans before 
the audience, such as, adult education, the opeumg of night schools and the estab- 
lishment of co-operatiie societies 

The Presidenfaal Address 

After Dr Shaubat Ansan had read his address Maulana Abul Huqiie Madam 
of Moradabad, President of the Session, spoke Maulana Madam emphasised the 
supreme need of the Jamiat assuming direct lesponsibility of organising Muslims for 
the protection of their relmious and cultural nghts, especiallj then peisonal law 
In this connection, he asked foi the establishment of courts to be presided over by 
Qazis He regretted that owing to lack of siippoit in the Central Assembly to Mr 
Mohd Ahmed Kazimi’s Divorce Bill, the measuie as it had emerged was not as 
effective as it was intended to be The Maulana feaied that this legislation, like the 
Sarda Act, would remam a ‘dead lettei” Maulana Madam criticised the Waidha 
and the Vidja Mandir schemes, chiefly on the ground that they had totally ignored 
religious education As regards a common language and scnpt foi the country, he 
deplored the tendency to iinnecessaiily revive the use of Bansknt words m the 
“Hmdiistani ’ language which was bemg evolved IVlule appreciating the efforts of 
the Congress High Command to discountenance this tendency, he accused certain 
Congress Governments of not putting an effective check on it Proceedmg, Maidana 
Madam expressed his uncompronusing opposition to the Federal Scheme as emboched 
m the Government of India Act and suspected that it was a device to tighten fore- 
ign control over Indian affairs It was a great satisfaction to him to find that 
people of all shades of opinion were one in opposing it As legaids the situation in 
Palestine, Maulana Jladam said that Indian Muslims could eflectivelv contribute to 
the solution of this all important problem, only if they liist shook off the foreign 
yoke In conclusion, he strongly criticised the policy of the U P Government in 
imposmg conditions on the public recital of Madhe Sahava by Sunni Muslims 

Resolnfaons 

Several resolutions were passed by the conference on the next followmg days 
One of them urged uncompromising opposition to the Federal scheme em- 
bodied m the Government of India Act, and appealed to the various political 
oiganisations to offer a jomt front agamst it 

• Fulfilment of the Arab demands for the ^odnstitiition Palestme mto a self- 
governing State and the complete stoppagp CP Jewish immi^ation was urged m 
^e next resolution ‘ 

\ The Jamiat expiessed grave concerfr at the mcreasmg number of communal nots, 
imd^appealed to all concerned to adoptMl possible measures to put an end tO them 

further demanded that, in view of the fact that Moslems were dissatisfied 
with the treatment meted out to them m certain provinces, the Congress should 
. appoint a non-ofiicial Committee, mcludmg representatives of the Jamiat, to make 
*n enquiry mto their giievartces and redress them, if necessary 

The Jamiat regretted ihe non-mcliision of anj Muslim m the Industrial Plan- 
ning Coipmittee appointed by the Congress President and feaied that this nught 
result ip mjuiy to Moslem interests 

The Jamiat condemned the filing on Moslems m Jaipur and urged the uncon 
ditunal lules^e of tho;^ arrested 

Fmally, a protest was made agamst the increasing use of Sansknt words m 
the HlnduBtani language The Jamiat pointed out that this tendency, if not dis 
couraged, whujd lead to fmther suspicions among Moslems agamst the Congress 



The Bengal Hindu Mahashabha Conference 

Eighth Session — Khulna — 17lh to 18th February 1939 

The Presidential Address 

The complete leoital of the oiigin-il song of Bande Mataram ns composed by 
its authoi, Bankim Chandra, maiked the opening of the 8th session of the Bengal 
Hmdnsabha Confeience 'which opened at Khulna on the 17th February 1939 Among 
those who weie piesent on the dais were Dr B & Moonje, Dr Miss .SaMtri 

Devi, Dr Suniti Kumar C'latteijee, Mi Makhan Lai feen, Mi Sanat Kumar 
Eoy Choudhiiry and the Chanman of the Eeception Committee, S] Bankim 

Chandia Bhattachaiiee In the couise of ins piesidential address, Mr VinayaL 

Bamodar Savarkar, the Piesident of the session said — 

“I hope none of you will expect me to advance any reasons for 
assuming this that it is now deal that our Moslem biethien in India 

do not want to be united into a common nation with Hindus ” Because, said he, 
eieiy day that had passed, eveiy attempt on the pait of the Congiess to paliate 
them and to give them moie and moie vantage point had hitheito helped to widen 
the deal age between the Hindus and Mahomedans If, foi instance, the question of 
language was taken, it was appaient that only 10 veus ago oi saj fi\e \eais ago 
theie was only one language in Bengal Linguistically Bengal was more united 
than any other province in India But now attempts were being openly made by 
the Moslem League to the effect that Uidu alone should be the national language 
of India Attempts weie also being made to have histoiy and other text books 
written in half Bengali and half Uidu sciipts It was a cuiious notion about meet- 
ing languages 1 Could theie be unity m leligion and lace unless unity was achieved 
in individual life 

If what was being attempted by the Moslem League in unifjing Bengali and 
Uidu would be successful, said Mi bavaikar saicasticallj, it would be possible for 
a man to appear covcimg his one leg in tiouser and the other in Dhoti But, said 
he, even a resolution suggesting such national dress was adopted bj them and was 
sent forwaid to the Moslem League he was suie it would not find favour with the 
League which would continue ‘"fighting” until theie weie tiouseis for both legs 
This was simply because the League was deteimined to foim a nation in India 
Not a Maulavi or Maulana he e and there but a les] onsible bodj like the Moslem 
League and a leader like Mi Jinnah weie of the opinion that India was to bo 
divided into a Moslem Fcdeiatccl India and a Hindu Fedeiatcd India To divide 
the motherland, wondeied he, m whose inteiest they had fought for generations 
and shed then blood Was it not futile to talk of compromise with them aEer such 
statements had been made ? Thej, he knew, would never tolerate any such division 
of the motherland but let them lealizc it fully that Moslems were determined to 
foim themselves into a natitjn ,apait from the Hindus, linguisticallv, lehgiously, 
politically and piovincyJiy ETrat'-vvas the deal thing that the Hindus must take 
It for gianted foi atJeaSl another KXhjcais to come 

If the Confess policy continued tliore would be unity but the result of it 
would be that with the one hand whafevei iSghls the Hindus would wrest from the 
British, <they would have to pait with them lA-r anothei hand to the Muslims tfEhc 
Hindus would have to leniiin meiely as helots incthe country ' 

Was it not a fret, asked Mi Savaikai,'" that in provinces like Bengal, 
Fiontier, Bind and even in a province like the U P wheie the Hindus ' weie, 
in majority weie faring under the Congiess Goveiiimcnt worse than fhev did' 
before the Provincial Autonomy was inaugiiiated Even after following shch a 
policy had the Congiess siicceecled iii satisfying the Muslims moie than they did 
25 years before ? No They did not It was the Congiess- which was trying to 
be fiiendly to the Lloslems But could he ask at whose cost ? 
Was it not at the cost of the Hindus ? But even then waji it no| « 
fact that to day if the JIuslims hated anything most it rwas the Congress? 
When the Muslims brought accusation, said Mr Bavaikar one by one the Bctaibay 
Government, the C P Government, and the Bihar Government issued statements 
trying to piove that they so far it lay in then power they were'’ friendly with 
the Muslims 
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In Blh^^ the Congress Government tried to disprove the Muslim ullefations 
telling that although the Muslims were only 12 per cent of the total popula- 
tion the Muslims had been given 26 per cent posts of Deputy Collectois, 28 per 
cent of posts of Education Department, 41 pei cent in local bodies and all 
these were in defence of the Congress Government policy The Congress was 
anxious to prove that the Indian National Congress were deahno-° with all 
equally and that they had not done any injustice to the Muslims “That they 
had not done so was no doubt a fact But the Congress being a national 
institution and the Ministers being returned by Hindu votes, did it“ not follow 
that by being fiiendly towaids the Muslims to such an extent they had been 
in equal proportion unjust to the Hindus? Was it nationalism to give more 
to anvbody simply because he belonged to another community 

Eeferimg to the U P, Mi Savaikar said that it was decided by the 
Government theie to stop all music during Mohuirum festival because it was 
a moiuning affair with the IMuslims, no mattei whether it was the music of 
any Hindu marnaoe festnal or anj thing else Not only that, even the blowing 
of conch-shells had to be banned— conch-shells nhich formed such an integial 
part in the Hindu daily household religious ceremony— conch-shells nhich neie 
not imdei ban even by the Biitisheis Even bells could not be rung in Hindu 
temples towaids evening (shame) Remember, said Mr Saiarkar, he was not 
telling all these but the Congress which was of the opinion that the Hindu Sabha 
was a communal organisation The most surprising thing was that the Congress 
Minister nas telling all these things as if they were acts of merit Was this, 
asked he. in justification of a national policy? If there was to be no music 
before the mosque and if piayei was to be conducted undisturbed it should be 
done in the way the Hindu hladhus perfoimed their ‘Samadhi’ by lesoitmg to 
forests away fiom human habitation Would it be conceded to a Hindu Sadhu 
if he went to a Bazai and asked all noise and disturbances to be silenced 


because he nas to peifoim his prayer theie? What would the Moslems say 
in reply to such a request by a Hindu Sadhu? 

In view of all this, he thought that the Hindu Mahasabha was not at all 
requiied to piove the accusation that it -nas hurling against the Congress Mr 
Savaikar admitted that the Congiessmen weie honest, they were patiiotic but the 
policy tliat they weie now pursuing was deteiioiatin^ day by day and was only 
anti-Hindu and anti-national On these two points he condemned the Congress 
policy Hovel er he wished that the Congress vould give up this policy, and 
sooner they did it the better for all If the national policy vas to be like 
that then he should like the day coming soon when he would urge every 
Hindu to be a bit un-uational So far he was concerned he could say that 
vhat was good foi the Hindus was his nationalism 

The Hindus, pioceeding said Mi Saiaikai, weie the only people vho 
cared more for the justice of mankind than asking for justice for then own 
community They were perhaps the only people anxious for saving the lives of ants 
than the lives of then mothers and sisters This had been the curse of the Hindus all 


along Referring to the province of Bengal, Mr Saiakai said that he had often 
been asked as to what vas the solution of the.pioblem biought about in this 
province What vas the best way to solie their difiiculties? He howevei knew 
only one way and that way was very simjile and he knew it was most effec- 
tne He would like to request his Hindu fiiends— if they wanted to follow the 
one way he could give direction — the way which was most stiaightforwaid 
H was that they must take interest in Hindu politics, they must oiganise the 
Hintlus of the province m a waa that they looked to the interest of the Hindus 
Their only duty would be to try to safeguaid the Hindu interest 

Mr, G B Panth had been retiiined to the Assembly only by Hindu votes, 
but- by following a policy of which he had given ample instances, Mr Panth was 
trying to proie that his was the policy of a nationalist If in future they were to 
return to the Assembly a Hindu they must take care to ascertain that that parti- 
cular candidate was ready to defend the Hindu interests Such a Hindu when 
elected a Minister m the U. P and accused by the Muslims would at once ask the 
Muslim aceuseis as to their strength lu the province He would be told that it 
was 13 p c of the total population but because they were Muslims they demanded 
14 p c of the privileges In reply to such a demand the Hindu Mmistei vould 
say that his nationalism was somewhat different fiom that of the Congress He had 
been returned to the Assembly only by Hindu rotes and in the circumstances it 
was ten times his duty to safeguard the just Hindu nghts and privileges 
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Mr Savaikar then proceeded to diBcnss the Bannu raids and kidnappings and 
maintained that if there ivas such a happening in Mahaiastra under a Hindu niniis- 
ter it would be his duty to proiide such a condign punishment to the guilt j that 
he would never be attempting at touching a Hindu maiden He referred to the 
case of Miss Elis which happened near Bannu and pointed that the braie Pathans 
of the Eiontier since the chastisement meted out to them on that occasion were 
careful in not kidnapping an English woman What they were suiTcnng from at 
the present moment resulted fiom the mistake committed bj them in rccoiding their 
votes wrongly in favour of a candidate who was not pledged to safeguard the IJindu 
inteiest with couiage and boldness He did not accuse the Congress The Congress- 
men weie undoubtedly patriotic But patriotism was sometimes nothing but 
madness If the Congress policy was thus thoroughly wiong, the Muslim policv was 
decidedly bettoi feo fai as Mi Baiakai could guess, he had nothing but admirition 
for the Muslim policy The average Muslim voters knew that there were two 
electorates And they took particular care in returning onh those who would prove 
worse in dealing with the Hindus In at least two piovinces they had actually 
what could be teimed as Muslim Bay 

jMi a K Ea/lul Huq, Piime Slinistei of Bengal was openly a Muslim 
Leaguer He very often deliveied muslimised speeches and was tiying whcncvci he 
could do telling openly that he was establishing a Muslim Bay in the province He 
would provide 60 per cent of services foi the Muslims and would try no matter 
whethci It was yiistifiable oi not in impioving the Calcutta Municipal Act in his 
own light The speaker could not but idmiie him and his boldness On the other 
hand they had in the Punjab another Muslim who did not conceal in making it known 
that should the occasion come he with his Punjabcc soldiers composed of Muslims 
would play the pait of Nadu fehah All this he said not fiom his imagination but 
from the tianslation of an article written m eulogising the Prime Minister of the 
Punjab His second lequest to them was that politics must be seen thiough the pers- 
pective ol Hindu and Muslim politics Thev weie not against Hindu-Muslim iinitv, 
leal and beaity nnitv and weie ready to keep doors open for that pmposo But so 
long that day did not come they must see then Hindu politics through their Hindu 
eyes When the constitution was communal no candidate could stand on any 
other ticket but communal When howevci they get themselves returned and did 
not safeguaid the Hindu mteiests they only committed ticachery and could bo 
termed hypociits He could not understand the attitude of the Congiess m regard 
to the communal awaid which was neithei acceptance nor rejection The 
Hindu Mahasabha he maintained was the only national organisation because 
of Its uncompromising attitude m not accepting a communal award 

Concluding Mr Savaikai vei 7 frankly dealt with the scheduled castes problems 
in the piovince of Bengal and wondeied why should the caste Hindus think that the 
30 votes granted to them should be treated as “lost ” After all this creation of 
upper and lower caste Hindus, the pioblem of untouchability was due to the fault 
of the Hindus There might be differences in private life and mode of living but in 
the public life it must be borne in mind by every Hindu whether he was a 
Sanatanist or a liberal that no diffciencc was to exist 

Once the Hindus said Mr Savarkai in conclusion, organised themselves and 
took caie that only Hindu candidates who would jealously safeguard Hindu interests 
were returned to the Council and Assembly once they had been successful m re- 
moving the distrust from the minds of the Namasudias and others, thev would be 
able to effect much imjuoveraent in the relationship of the Hindus with other com- 
munities Once the Hindu unity was achieved they could march forward and 
achieve absolutely political fiecdom foi their motherland (cheers) 

Proceedings and Resolutions 
CovIvltJ^ VI, Award Co^DEM'^ED 

The following aie the resolutions passed by the fcablia — 

‘The Conference leitciates its uncompromising hostilitv towards the 
Communal Award under which the Hindus of Bengal, though a minority 
community, have received much sraallei rejircsentation in the legislature than they 
aie entitled to, on population basis and though they constitute the most advanced 
community in the country and have contributed most to its development through 
their sufferings, their sacnfice, their patriotism, their education, their =pint and 
enterpnse, and then contributions to the exchequer, have been deprived of their 
49 
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ne^tful sliare in the administration of the Province This Award, during the 
short period it has been in operation, has been disastrous in its effect to the 
Hindus of Bengal 

“The Conference calls upon the Hindus to carry on a relentless fight agamst 
the obnoxious measure, devised with a subtle design to check the growth of 
Indian Nationalism and particularly to penalise the Hindus for then contnbution 
to the struggle for freedom 

‘ This Conference condemms the Congress and the other Hindu members of 
the Legislature elected from the Hindu constituencies in Bengal, who far from 
givmg any fight to the award as they were bound to do by their election pledges 
have, through their activities in the legislatures, only helped to stiengthen the 
grip of that pernicious measure ' 

“This Conference is of opinion that the Hindu members of the legislature 
have totally failed to protect the interest of the Hindus even in most vital 
matters ” 

Huq Misistr\ 

“This Conference condemns the most reactionary anti-Hindu policy of the 
present Huq Ministry in Bengal The Conference records its emphatic protest 
agamst the policy of the Ministry to make huge contnbutions to Mahomedan 
educational and other institutions out of the public exchequer, by depriving Hindu 
mstitutions This Conference records its emphatic protests against the failure of the 
Government of Bengal to publish the report of enquiry held by the Magistrate of 
Dacca into the vaiious serious allegations brought by the women students of Dacca 
Medical School against the Mahomedan Supeiintendent of the medical school hostel 
and also their failure to transfer this man from the post 

“This Conference records its emphatic protest against the various legislative 
measures Government have under contemplation with a view to establish the 
domination of the Mahomedans in the Calcutta University and the Corporation of 
Calcutta and calls upon the Hindus to carry on a coiintrv-wide agitahon 
against them 

“This Conference expresses its deep discontent at the inabilit-s of the present 
Ministry to take adequate measures to prevent the Mahomedan hooligans from 
oppressing the small Hindu minority, breaking images and attacking their proces- 
sions and committing various other acts of aggression aaainst the Hmdus 

“This Confeience, in view of the vaiious activities of the Huq Ministiy, is firm- 
ly of opinion that the religion, cultuie, education, even life, property and honour 
of the Hindus are m danger under this Ministiy and therefore calls upon all 
Hindus to offer united resistance and to work wholeheartedly for the removal of 
this intensely communal ministry 

“Whereas the Huq Ministry expressly la^s down that the present Cabmet of 
Bengal is constituted on Moslem League model and whereas the activities of the 
present Ministry is detnmental to the essential and vital inteiests of the Hindus, 
this conference is strongly of opinion that the Hindu Ministeis of the Cabmet 
should at once tender resignation ” - , . 

Hixdti Saxgath^i/^ 

The resolution on Hmdu Sangathan aays “The Bengal ■provincial Hindu 
Confeience is of opinion that the woik of the Hmdu Smgathan vi5f awakening the 
consciousness of solidarity among different sections and sub-sections of the Hmdus 
has become a matter of vital necessity? fbi the existence of the Hindus as n nation 
specially m Bengal where the uni te'cT strength and energy of the branch Hmdu Sabhas 
should be concentrated towards this and at this crisis 

" “With a Mew to make -the Hmdu Sangathan work a real success, this con- 
fer^hce resolves (a) that seiious attempt be made to establish a Dhaima-sabha or 
a-pitbhc temple open to all Hmdus at every Milage in Bengal (b) That arrange- 
ment* iie made to hold Sarba]anin Pujas specially Durga Puja, Doljatra, Janmastami 
and’Sibaratn and that these be orgauised by all Hindu Sabhas -without fail and that 
all ^ndns irrespective of caste be allowed to participate m these religious functions 
(c) That adequate attempts be made to hold prayers, sing hj mns, chant religious 
ballads, convenue Kathakata and Kirtan and readings from the vedas, upan shads, 
Geeta, Eamayana, Sahabharat, Gianthasahib, Tripitak and other religious books 
•regularly i(cl) That a sense of pride and glory in bemg Hmdus be awakened 
ia-»the minds of the Hindus by mtroducing annual celebrations in memory of our 
great men, religious - r^ormers and national heroes all oyei the coimtry (e) That 
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propel propaganda be earned on to induce the Hindu to speak of thcmsclics as 
Hindus onh and not bj any caste designation (£) lliat encoiiiagcineut be gi\cn 
to the intioduction of intei-maiuage among all castes and sections -and sub sections 
of the Hindus (g) Ihat adequate raeasuies be taken to piotect from social repres- 
sion those Hindus who haie contiacted intci-niaiiiage (h) lliat the rcniarri.ige of 
widows be popnlaiised (i) That light be given to all Hindus irrespective of tastes 
to entei all temples and places of uoiships to have darshan and to worship tlic 
deities {]) That early maiiiage he discontinued and steps be taken to make the 
eaily mamage act effective (k) That attempts be made to loot out dowry 
system fiom the society and that unnecessaij expenses incurred in connci tion 
with mamage, siadh etc, be cuitailed as much as possible ( 1 ) lhat all bran- 
ches of the Bengal Provincial Hindu Sabha be instiucted to establish gjmna- 
smms in evei7 village of this piovince to introduce lathi and dagger plaj and to 
hold phjsical tournaments penodicallj (m) That steps be taken to remove the 
dunk evil and use of othci intoxicants fiom the Hindu Society (n) That indi- 
vidually and collectivelj adequate steps be taken wheievei the intciests oi rights of 
the Hindus are effected oi assailed, that cvci-j Hindu should rcgaid it as Ins fore- 
most and sacied duty to help the Hindus— speciallj women and dnidien when thej 
fall into difhculties thiough mischance as the result of any ciimc of offence com- 
mitted by otheis and to come font aid to alleviate their sufteiings or rcdicss their 
grievances ” 

On Suddhi 

The resolution on Siiddbi says — “This confeicnce is of opinion that the recon- 
version of the Hindus who have gone ovei to othei faiths and the conv ersion of non- 
Hindus into Hinduism aie urgently needed in oidei to make the Hindu socictj a 
living and dynamic oiganism and it fiimlj calls upon all branches of the Bengal 
Provincial Hindu fcabha to launch vigorous propaganda in this behalf and to sec 
that the new comeis aie welcomed in the fold of the Hindu community 

liloved fiom the chan —* This confeience is of opinion that the progress of 
women in all spheres of life and then emancipation fiom ill bonds are indispen- 
sably needed for the regeneration of the Hindu society and with this end in view 
resolves (a) That special efforts be made to remove the Purdah system prevailing 
amongst the women , (b) that steps be taken to give pi oner education to the women 
and that special anangements be made to give them such tiaining ns would enable 
them to earn then livelihood , (c) that opportunities be piovideu for the phjsical 
tiaining of women, (d) that women be encouraged to carry aims in order to defend 
tbcir honour 


The Bihar Hindu Mahasahha Conference 

Eighth Session — Monghyr — 26th. March 1939 

"‘The Presidential Address 

The eighth- Session of the Bihar Hindu Mahasahha Conference opened at 
Monghyr on the 2 Gth March 193 D, under the presidency of B] VtuayaL vamodar 
Savarkau In the course of his illuminating address, the Presiaent said — 

Tile Hindu should now consider *lheir present position and what 
they should do It was no denving the fact that the nation which lived in plories 
and struck the world with its achievements now’ fell in bad times Disjointed 
and disunited, they lived on chanties of foreigners, m their own mothcfland 
Things could not be worse than that Much bad been* done and said and rhony 
institutions grew and fell which attempted to revive the fallen nation v-*' 

The Indian National Congress once stood to protect India froiinforeign 
aggression and tieacherj and maintain unity among divergent 0011011X1011103 
ensuring Hindus of absolute freedom The Congress -of old was dead and the 
skeleton now existed which encouraged perpetiation of atrocities and eommittal of 
outrages Congiess was manned and managed b\ Hindus who were no less 
patriotic, but thej now fell in wrong track by complete adherence ' to hfuslim 
vagancs and inconsistencies m policies Unity could never be achieved with 
begging bowl If unity was achieved out of beggary, it would be spurious and 
injunous to Hindus It was a sad commentaiy on Hindu politics that though 
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they were in mnjonty m Hindusthan they relied on other small fragments for the 
country s salvation If communities failed to accept Hindu soi ereigntv, let them 
sever connection and dig their own grave Hindusthan belonged to Hindus and none 
other than the Hindus would rule it If, of course, others such as Parsis or 
Christians who considered India as their Motherland came and begged of Hmdus 
due to religious and cultural protection, Hmdus would not refuse them Ho more 
of self-abregation and self-sacrifices India ii as bleeding due to injunes inflict^ 
by foreign swoid Let Hindus combine into one and fight injuiious forces 

The Hmdu Mahasabha was boin not out of spite for others, but to safeguard 
the legitimate Hindu interests The Congress called Mahasabha communal, “there 
could be no greater lie The Mahasabha was neither agitational nor communal It 
was as much national as the National Gmernment in Geimany The Hindu 
Mahasabha movement ‘ was not religious and it embraced the entire social, political 
and economic life of Hindu India It aimed at complete seieience from foreign 
rule and looked forward to the establishment of absolute political independence 
The Hindu Mahasabha did not agree to giving of meaningless concessions to 
mmorities and woib with those 

“Can the Congress throttle the Hmdu aspirations for political and religious 
and civic freedom ?” enquired Mr Savaikar Never, he answered For long 
Hindus had hved in the phantom and chimera that out of their goodwill and 
sacnfices, the Mushms and others would imderstand that in Hindusthan there was no 
use for bargaining, but to woik and die for the common cause of Motherland 
It was neither superstition nor fanaticism that guided the Hmdu Mahasabha The 
Hmdu Mahasabha would refuse any longer to surrender their legitimate rights 
at the vagaries of the; Bihar Ministry which in the name of Nationalism, was doing 
grave injustices to them by overriding other Congress Ministnes by their offer 
of over-representation m the Services Such favours and piiviliges, he said, could 
never bnng unity If inhuman toleration and self-negation was nationalism, he 
asked the Congress to ask the Muslims to observe ‘Ekadashi’ as was done by the 
Hindus If the concessions were allowed to Muslims, ask them to tolerate the 
Hindu demands from them The total surrender of Hindu lights to Muslims would 
liqmdate Hinduism He asked the Hindus not to vote nest time for the Congress 
and thns to drive the last nail to the cofiin of Hinduism He again advised them to 
send staunch and stuidy Hindu Mahasabhaites to the Legislatuies and form Hindu 
Mahasabha Ministnes wherever possible, mcluding strong organisation at the centre 
If the communal constitution was to be worked out, let that“ be done through these 
lines “I am proud of being labelled as a communalist as I find under the present 
circumstances communahsm was nationalism,” obseiTed Mr fcavaikar The 
attempt to pollute Hmdi language by the brutal assimilation of Urdu, he said, 
was an outrage of a great magnitude 

Continuing he said that the blood that ran through the vem of Hindus of 
different castes and creeds uas of the same stock “lYhy then, the fight among 
yourselves ? You have the same culture and hentage Timely Sangathan would 
cure you of your maladies and build new structiue of _jHindu India The soil of 
Andamans got sanctified with the last remams of ht'^tars- who laid their lives in 
dream of freedom Love their memories and get '-inspired Thousands of youths 
who kissed gallows in prisons and tainted ian^ng lopes in cnifiSon for libeiatmg 
;&ndusthan from foreign rule left example foi the Hindus for forgetting differences 
and work for common cause You,, me downright hypocrite, if you profess 
nationalism and grant all concessions to others, sacrificing the legitimate rights 
of Hindus If you condemn Hmdus, then condemn others too Your nervousness 
and anxieties for pleasmg Muslims by offer of a Magna Charta to them show youi 
w^ brain and weak heart” 28 crores of Hmdus still livmg under the sun 
refused to remam loyal to the-' Congress which m the name of nationalism weakened 
the entire Hmdu nation and drifted towaids total extinction of the Hmdus Hmdus 
again to remam as helots m their land The working of the Indian consti- 
tutmcr which was absoldtely communal m colour and false pretence of preachmg 
nationalism by Congress was tragic The Muslim League as the exponeiit of 
Musing thought demaifded growth of a Muslim nation m India They demanded 
Mushin-federation the Punjab and Bengal they have usheied Muslim rule 

Quoting Mr ^Fazlul Huq’s achievement of thrustmg Uidu culture and the 
outragedjjs attemi)* to strangulate Hmdu culture and civilization and similar 
thmgs perpetrated by Sir Sikandar m the Punjab, Mr Savarkar said, “Let there be 
yet timely end to petce missions and let there be an end to treacheries The Congress 
Ministry entirely Muslim m the Ikontier could not check the crime of abduction of 
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back and if for this they ivere called cnmmunalists they did not care. Eefemno- 
to the Hindus’ hardships in the Congress resrme, Mr Sararbar cited many 
instances when conch-blowing during marnase, music and dholak had been 
stopped to satisfy Mushm demands If this "was nationalism, the communa- 
lism of the Hindu Olahasabha was a hundred times better OTie Consress-Mushm 
Mass Contact had raised a conflict inside and outside Eefemng to Eajkot, Hydera- 
bad and other States OIr Savarkar said that the Congress was afraid of Oluslim 
States for fear of Mushm displeasure Petty Hindu States were tormenter on" the 
pretext of ‘‘mner yoices ” The Hindu Maha Sabha beheved in ‘■outer yoices ” 
Mr Sayarkar hoped that like the German, Amencan and Erench nations the 
twenty eight crores of Hmdus would have “Hindu nation in a Hmdnstan with 
Vedic Dhrama” 

The Wet come Addbess 

SAn Shyam Sundar BAargava, Chairman of the Eecephon Committee 
extended a hearty welcome to the President-elect Veer Sayarkar and other Hindu 
leaders Veer Sayarkar, he said, is one of the few world heroes who have by their 
undaunted chivalry, burning patnotism, high ideals and unparaUeM sacrifices 
shaped the pohtical social and rehgions thouahts of their time ^Tn^nm and 
Ganbaldi smk mto nothmgness before onr National Hero Veer Savarkar Shree 
Bhargava next gave a short account of the glonous past of the Gondwana and 
Jubbulpore, and said with no little regret that the descendents of that mighty 
Hmdu race are so disunited, exploited and sub-dinded that to-dav we Have 
forgotten and are unable to reaam our cultural, religious, political and collective 
rights If we can wm over our infenority complex and all sub-divisions become 
one entity in all respects, then we will not only give a blow to the excesses of 
our neighbours but will free ourselves from the impenabstic bond Shn 
Bhargava dwelt at length on the growmg unemployment among the Hindu 
youths, their detenwating physique and suggested that they should stand on their 
own le^ and earn their own independent livelihood howsoever humble it my be. 
He warned that if the services are not given on competition basis the day is not 
far off when this growmg unrest will transform into open rebelbon Cnticismg 
the Congress regime the speaker said that this great organisation has lost all 
confidence of the Hmdns by its partiabty towards the Hmdus He cited many 
mstanc^ when Congress had shown its cowardice, one sidedness and irresponsibility 
m the mamtenance of law and order He said, the 24 hour Curfew order on the 
Hmdus at Benares is a glanng mstance of the Congress blunders He appealed to 
the Hmdus to help the Hyderabad Satyagraba with men and money and sugges- 
ted that the assembly members elect^ to the C P Assembly on Hmdu Sabha 
ticket should be compelled to help the Satyagrahis He warned the Congress 
that unless it openly rejects the communal award and shakes off its dubious 
IKihcy the day is very far when communal unity will become a practical 
existmce. Concludmg &hn Bhargava said that we Hmdns believe m God 
Almighty and whether Gandhiji sides us or not we will wm m the last if we 
tread on the path of truth and rights „ * -s*. 

Eesolubons — 2nd day — Jnbbulpur— 5th June 1939 

The conference passed as many as eight resolutions They were — (1) express- 
mg deep regret over the untimely death pf Lala Hardayal and Eaja Saheb Saugor, (2) 
establishment and organisation of H^u Volunteer Crops aH over India to check 
aggression and injustice. Jhis resolution was moved by Sir Eamdas Agrawal, the 
Hindu leader of Katni (3) condemnation of Pakistan movement conceived by Sir 
' lilohammad Iqbal and supported by the All India :Muslmi League which the Hmdus 
5 t 11 resist -with all their might to prevent Hmdnstan from dis-mteCTation The 
resolution was moved by Handit Laxmt Prasad PatAak and seconded by Swami 
- CAidanand, (4) censuring the Provmcial Congress Government who could not take any 
action against the Polic6 department in general and many police ofiicials m particular 
for not mamtammg law and order efficiently impartially and judiciously ; (5) condem- 
■nihgHe speech dehvered by Sur Sikandar Hyat Khan and other Mushm reachona- 
nes'^^Sholapur which wa's responsible for the communal outbreak This'<Wa5 
moT&by Shree V, D Satarkar, (5) drawing the attention of the Provmcial Govern- 
ment that tne representation of the Musbms m the services is much more than 
their population ^^mands and urges on the Giovemment that so long as the Mimlims 
are not proporhonally represents on the services the recruitments should be ra- 
served for the Hmdus alone, (7) condemnation of the restriction iropo^d on the 
Hmdus by the Congress mmistries specially that of Pant mmistry m the united 


The All India Landlords’ Conference 

First Session — Lucknow — 8th & 9th April 1939 

The All India Landloids’ Confeience, which is peihaps the fiist gathenng of its 
kind in the history of India, opened m Kaisarbagh Baiadari, Lucknow on the 
8th April 1939 amid glorious scenes The Maharajadhiraj of Darbhanga piesided 
Among those present weie the Kawab of Chhataii, Ka]a Maheshwar Dayal Seth, 
Kunuai Gmnaram, the Maharajas of Mjmensingh and Dumraon, the Eaja of 
Jahanginbad, Sir K L M Faiuqi, Bhaiya' Jagadish Dat Ham Pande, Kai Bahadui 
Kashi Kath, Nawab Sii Muhammad Yusuf, the Eaja of Pyagpui, Mr Beni Prasad 
Tandon, Lata Dwarkanath, Eai Eamchaian Agaiwala, Eai Guendia Naiain, Mr T 
C Gosuami, Mr Piasidh Kai am Anand and Kunwar Laxmiraj Singh 

The pioceedings commenced with leading by the general secretary, Kunxuar 
Gurnaram of measages from a number of custingiushed landlords from different 
pi ounces expressing regret at inability to be piesent and expressing good wishes 
for the conference Kunwai Gurnaram next gailanded the Kawab of Chhatari, 
chaiiman of the reception committee, who then lead his speech 

Nawab Chattan's Welcome Address 

Tf the Goiernment really desire the welfare of the tenant and order in the 
land, the eampaign of vilification against the zamindais and inciting tenants against 
them must stop at once, because any unrest breach of peace oi increase in crime 
mil ultimately recoil on the head of the Government, said Nawab Sir Mohammad 
Ahmad Said Khan of Chattan, chairman of the reception committee 

'The chief cause of all this unsettled and abnormal condition m the rural areas 
IS that there are some people who wish to take the law m their own hands and 
instead of taking legal action, when they feel aggiieied, rush to the Mmisteis and 
seek then direct intervention— which should leally be lery rare and m special cir* 
cumstances, he continued 

'the Nawab Sahib said that what they saw m modern Lucknow to-day was 
due to generosity and public-spuatedness of its zamindars But veiy few 
people realized and fewer still recognized that the ait, culture, and poeti^ owed a 
good deal to the landed aristocracy Dealing with the important lole the 
zammdars have played and are still playing he said that they were the real backbone 
of society and there could not have been, but for their generosity, so many 
charitable, educational and other useful institutions 

The N awab of Chhatan said that the greatest of all services the zammdars had 
rendered was tide maintenance of law and order m the rural areas ‘In these days, 
however, we hear nothing but downright condemnation' 'Of landlords, he regretted 
It had become a fashion to desenbe them as- -parasites, 'wsurpeis and a diseased 
part of the national body which should * be got nd of as soon as possible 
The Nawab advised the delegates ;Jo pool their resources and combine 
their eneigies to fight the adverse forces and with then all India ‘oiganisation they 
should in "future be able to raise their voice effectively Through this body they 
would be able to keep in touch -Wrth views of the zammdars of various piovinces 
and chalk out a common poljCy He warned them to guard against totalitarian 
and mdnidualistic tendencies Their constitution must be democratic so that it 
- may create a real mteiest in every member He hoped that the all-India organiza- 
tion would give a correct lead and lemaiked that unless their associations embarked 
on a constructive progzahime they would not- be able to do any useful work 

He placed three points for the consideration of the conference Firstly, he 
said that since uniesb was being created among tenants against zammdars, would 
It 'not be better for lanous associations to interest themselves m those zammdars 
who were having' mfficulties in their zamindaris and if they found that the 
tenalits weie in the wrong they should help the zammdai m whatever way#^?«6ible ? 
SeciSidlv, the zammdars should take a living interest m all beneficial act?i ities in 
rurkl areas, like mass education and rural uplift Thirdly, with a view to maintain 
law and oidei'thev should organize themselves so that they may be able to give 
every possible .help to the authorities to maintam peace m the rural areas The 
anti-zammdar propaganda was the chief cause of the present lack of respect for 
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law and if the Go\ eminent were ically sobcitous of the well-being of the people 
they should try to lestoie the position of the yamindais in the aieas under tlieir 
contiol Refening to the tenancy legislation in the United PiOMnccs, he said that in 
then election programme they had made it clear that they ^lould grant fiMtv of 
tenure and tail lent to the tenants They unnted that no enactment shoiifd bo 
brought on the Statute Book which was likely to make then position impossible 
In spite of their piotcsts, he continued, the bill had been framed in a nay that 
it was likely to give a rich ciop of litigation The attitude of the Goicrnment 
towards the sir lights of the zamindais has been lery un)ust Zamindais cnjo'icd 
these lights foi ages and no Goieinment evei challenged these lights As foi the 
basis of lent, the Goveinment foimula foi it was still veij dcfcotuc and 
impracticable This question is economic and should be dealt as such Political 
considerations should not be allowed to play any part in fixing the basis of rent 
if It was genuinely the intention of the Goveinment to do justice to all the parties 
concerned Eefeuing to the realisation of lent, he said that he could not undeistand nhy 
the Goveinment should hesitate to piovide a section to eject the tenant immediately 
if he does not pay his rent One of the salient features of the tenanej Bill, said 
the Nawab uas that it makes cultivation on laigc scale impossible After the 
last wai othoi countiieb have encouraged faiming on laigci scale with modem 
methods, but in this province no zamindai w'ould in future be allowed to 
acquiie land even on compensation, a policy which in the long iim would prove 
haimful to then national wealth 

Nawab Yusnl s Speech 

The Nawab of Chhatari having concluded his speech, Nawab Sir Muhammad 
Yusuf proposed that the Mahaiajadhiiaja of Darbhanga be elected picsident In 
his speech he said that they had gatheied because they were passing thiough a 
cnsis They found that the Congicss Governments vveie not taking a generous 
attitude towards landloids Ihe position of the lennining non-Congicss piovinccs 
like Bengal was also not satisfactoiy The Goveinment should look to the infciesfs 
of every section and community but he legretted to find that the Goveiiiments in 
vaiious piovinces had begun to think m teims of dictatorship Iheii attitude was 
most undemooiatic They weie degcneiating to autocncy oi even communism, 
socialism, fascism and so forth 'lhat was the gcncial situation They found 
geneial dissatisfaction They had leached a stage wheie thcic would be a class 
wai All hopes of unity and solidaiity and the whole counli-j being welded into 
a nation had been shatteied In such an atmospheic, Nawab Yusuf added it was 
obvious that they must all be united Ihej must organize and bclncnaicd to laise 
their voices eflectively fiom eveiy coinei of the couutij to express then gnevantes 
and asseit then voices against the atiocitics that weic pcipctiated in the name of 
demociacy, in the name of the masses, in the name of peasants Hicii quarrel 
was not with tenants Whethei they took a lesson fiom Russia, Germany or 
Italy it was obvious jljah ‘the economic condition of the people could onlv be 
impioved by tenantst,^nd zamind-ps, labour and capital woiking togethei in 
coopeiation Nawalj Yusuf next paid, a tribute to the Malniajadhiraja of 
Daibbanga He said that they goufd aiot find a bettei man to pieside Ihough 
young in yeais he boie a wise hc.ad ovei his shouldeis endowed with a large out- 
look and a keen intelligence He had got all these qualities which made one a 
leadei He was the light man to guide then dclibqi itions 

Bat Rajeshwar Bah, seconding the motion, lemaiked that the services of 
the house of Daibbanga to the cause of landloids were wcllknown and the picsent 
Mahaiajadhiiaj had followed the old tiaditions of tluj house and it was onlv meet' 
and piopci that when they weie meeting today at suih a ciitical juncture id 
then histoiy they should have him as then president to guide their deliberations 
The speaker was confident that under his leadeiship the work of the confeienpe 
would be successful and undei his leadeiship they would be able to do sometlyng 
which would save landloids The Jlahaiajadhiiaj was then insiallal amidst "applnuEe 
in the miesidential than under a golden canopy by the Nawab of Chhatari. who 
gail'm^ him ' f 

Maharaja Darbhanga’s Presidential Address - ■' 

The Maharaja of Darbhanga then dclivcied the following presidential address — 

T am sure I am expressing the feelings of my own and all of you present here 
when I say that we are profoundly grateful to the reception committee for all tint 
they have done to convene the confeicncc and make us comfortable They have 
60 
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made the best possible endeavour to see that the landholders of almost all the pro- 
vinces of India are adequately represented in this gathering and to enable us to 
transact our business methodically I have no doubr that on the conclusion of the 
labours of the conference, they will have the satisfaction of having done somethmg 
which may prove to be a landmark in the histoiv of the landed mterests m this 
country 

I am afraid I cannot describe m words what I feel on being called upon 
by you to preside over this conference The trust and confidence which you have 
decided to repose in me, I greatly value. The responsibilities and obligations you 
have thrust on me are overwhelming, and belieie me when I say that I would have 
found it impossible to shoulder them, had I not been assured of your unstinted 
support m the discharge of mv duties I thank v ou from the bottom* of my heart 

‘On the occasion o the Oudh Zammdars’ Conference held here— at Lucknow — 
m May, 1918, I had mdicated that the time was fast approaching when we should 
have a federation of All-India Landholders so that we might, wheneier necessary, 
take joint action in matteis concernmg the entire body of landlords Smce then 
the idea has been gathering support and I have been receiving numerous enqiunes 
about it It took some shape in Decembe- last when the matter was discussed by 
some of my friends — all promment landlords who had come to Darbhanga from 
vanoiis provinces to consider the desirability of convening an All India Conference 
for planning our action with respect to matters concernmg the landholders m 
general Under the chairmanship of the Maharaja of Mymensinsh, they unani- 
mously decided that a conference of the landholders of all the provmces of India 
be held at Lucknow to inaugurate the All India federation of Landholders, and 
as a result of that decision, we have met here to-day 

It IS sometimes argued— and with a good deal* of force— that questions afiectmg 
land bang provincial subjects under the new constitution, it will serve no useful 
purpose to have an all-India organisation of landholders This argument, if accepted, 
cuts at the very root of the idea with which we have assembled here The generally 
accepted view of the leadmg landlords, as expressed to me dunng the last few 
months, is that we need an all-India organisation to co-ordinate our activities, to 
present a united front and to counteract mischiefs that have their origin m organi- 
sations of all-India character and, in certain cases, of international character I admit 
that so far as laws are concerned, we shall have to go to our provinces foi the settle- 
ment of the issues But that is not aU The time has come when the landholders 
themselves have to chamre their outlook and determme on a reonentation of their 
pohcy and programme of work in view of the changed condition of thmgs, if 
they aie to exist as a class 

The woild itself is shaking to-day with the struggles of the forces between 
the ‘■haves ’ and ‘‘have-nots ’ Germany, Italy and Japan are makmg frantic 
efforts to find an outlet of their population and trade Great Bntam, France, 
America, not to speak of other world-powers, who are content with what they 
have, are struggling hard to consolidate their position and keep what they possess 
The war clouds *are rumblmg, weaker States aie trembling and no body knows 
what the world situation will be tomorrow A man of ‘‘Peace, Tiowei er, *tnes to 
adjust things and avert human suffermg as far qs possible 

Fnends, the news of the complications created in the international situation 
by the mvasion of Albania by Italv prompts one to digiess for a moment to 
niake it plain to the woild that, lu the event of the dicta’^ors'" forcing a war on 
Britain and impenUing the empire within which there is such a vast ‘^cope for self- 
asseition and self-determination and such a great potentialitv for collective 
^se^uritv, the Indian landlords, notwithstanding their diflerenccs with his Majesty's 
-Government on vaiious con'Stitution il matters, will uureser'-edly pLce their entire 
resources, however feeble and inadequate they may be, at the disposal of their 
Sovereign for the defence of their country and the preservation of the honour of 
their empire. YTe are anxiouslv awaiting the future developments 
' We can find a counterpart of this world movement in peihaps almost every 
country which is not suppressed by dictatorial fiats backed bv brute force Why 
should" the capitalists rule Great Britain, France, or America ? Have theajffkmg 
classes who toil to produce national wealth no place under the sun ^ Q^^ions 
like these ven often crop uji m their dealmg with national problems HeS^irfgain, 
a man of “Peace” tnes to adjust things and aveit human suffering as fai as possible 

We should not be dismaved if the echo of tins world-vnde jargon is heard even 
m India This is not an mdnstnal country of any importance. It is predominantlv 
an agricultural couutry and has been for centimes systematised by the mtroduction 
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of landlordism Natinally tlie c^cs of all -nlio ■want to dcstioa capitalism liaxc 
turned fiist to tlie landlords If the present moremcntis alloncd to ^on nndiock- 
ed, It is bound to affect all those who have rested inteicsts I andloidisni is onlj a 
buffer— and I should think a stiong buffer— in this coiintiy foi tlie capitalist class 
and once that is gone the aroned enemies of this class will in one full snoop take 
awav the rest 

But mil the counti^ be happier oi more piospeioiis by the dcstiuction of 
landloids or other capitalists ? My ansnei is an emphatic ‘h^o’^ I ook at lliissia 
The communists theie who hare for neailj tno decades been trying to stir up the 
woild class war hare icrtrsed then stiatcgy and are now seeking to aroid a noild- 
wai They hare had expciience of porrcr and hare seen politics in a icalistic man- 
ner so as to appreciate that after all the piophecics of Slaixi/m may not ncics'-aiily 
come true The reaction to then doctrine m Germany, Itair, Japan and f-paui 
has piobably been their eye-openei 

We must, horrevei, recognise that we cannot stand aloof from the factors 
gorerning the tendencies of the nerv rroild in which we find oiiisclrcs We shill 
have to foiget that rre aie 3ust indiriduals all for omsclrcs The rrarc of demo- 
cracy 16 too powerful foi that, specially as rre aie aspiring foi national solidarity 
and national freedom We must think horv best rre can fit oursclres m the gcncril 
scheme of national is the most vital pioblcm of the present 

geneiation To-day is been thiorrn to us , it is a cballcngc to 

our leadeiship of tl question rrhich rre shall bare to ask our- 

selves IS “shall we pick up the gauntlet ?” If oui answei be in the negatirc, it is 
bettei foi us to go to sleep till death and allorr eronts to take tlieii own cOtii=c 
If in the affiimatire, then I rvould ask you to le establish ronr contacts rrith the 
villageis, think in teims of thou welfare and make them feel that youi interest is 
not antagonistic to theirs 

Attei all, rrhat do we take fiom our tenants ? A finction of (he aield rviiich 
they get fiom our land Aie rre then their expioitcis, or then eapioiteis aic those 
numeious middle men rrho undeiralue then commodity, bind them mth shackles of 
debt and make them then bondsmen in the economic sense I am afiaid, not onh 
oui tenants but we ouiselves hare been rictims of this economic exploitation and 
it 18 high time that rve co-opeiate with them and attempt to check the cnomoiis 
dram oi oiu resources 

I always consider that a controveisy between a landlord and a tenant is only 
of a spurious chaiactei, and so long as it neisists it docs incalculable harm to tbo 
countiy m geneial I would like the landloids to considci what ther get fiom 
their tenants and the tenants to considei rrhat proportion of the raluc of the 
yield fiom the land they give to their landloids ? What amount do they sj end 
in law courts ? What amount they resj ecUrel-y pay to the tiadeis ? and such 
othei allied questions I would also like to tell them to think foi thcmsclrcs whether 
It 18 m then inteiests to come^together ancl be happier oi to drift qart and leap 
the consequences We must think of agricultuic as an industry in which the land- 
orvneiB and the tenants are capifalists charged with their unirersalh lecogmscd 
duty towaids agiicultuial labour and th? result of a fight betrveen them will mean 
the ineritable collapse of the industry itself On the other hand, if the landlords 
and tenants can combine to control the tiade, commeice and indiistiy of larr jiro- 
duets they will I am suie, wield ticmcndous influence in the countiy side Is this 
not an ideal noble enough to stnre foi ? 

Norv theie is a talk of the nationalisation of the zamindaries What docs (hat 
mean ? The State takes the place of landlords The tenants will have to par rents 
to the State and not to the landloicl But will that mike anr apyicciablc differ- 
ence in the areiage income of the people ? Whcie trill the pioiess of cqtiifabie 
distiibution of the fiants of laboui end ? What about the larrrers, priests, tiideis 
and piofessional men who live on the people at laige Horv will the nerv order of 
things leact on them ? Will not that mean a collapse of the picscnt dar economic 
structuie ? Will it not land the country into an unteitain future ? We should 
pause to considei 

jpiUius you mil see that theie is no substance m the oft repeated cry that land- 
lorOisS has broken dorvn In the changed circumstances of the countn the oul- 
looRifW landlordism cannot be the same as before But with the outlook which I 
hare stiessed as neccssarv rre can keep landlordism as a pennanent factor in the 
national legeneiation of this gicat countiv The most imtortant and lioieful th.ng 
18 the nature of the system into whicJi the old landlordism will be transmuting 
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itself This development can be hastened by the direct dnve of leadership iThich 
I have alraady alluded to 

I am aware of the fact that ever since the inauguration of provincial auto- 
nomy agrarian troubles haie taken an ugly turn and have spread throughout Ihe 
country They are usually aggravated by those irresponsible elements who take 
delight in fishing in troubled waters But this cloud too has a sih er Immg Most 
of those who are m power m the Congress organisation which runs the 
government of seven provmces want adjustment and peace. We may have our 
difierences with them in mattei-s of detail, but so far as the general policy is con- 
ceined we cannot have any disagreement We want adjustment because therem 
lies our secunty We want peace because only then can we develop our strength 
For a minonty interest like ours it is only desperation that can drive us to fight and I 
have reasons to believe that so long as the group following the directions of M^atma 
Gandhi rules in the Congress and the socialists and communists are kept in 
check we shall not have to take that extreme step Nevertheless we feel that 
many provincial governments are showing very great weakness in dealmg with 
the situation Forcible possession of zemindar’s land, loot, terronsm and murder 
are matters of almost everj day occurrence These atrocities are misnamed as 
‘Eisan Satvagraha’ These 'must' be stopped at once if the Government have any 
pretention to maintain law and order and I urge upon them, specially those who 
profess truth and non-violence as their creed, to take firm action and check the 
spirit of lawlessness which is bound to be harmful to the interests of the country 
Let me hope that this is only a passing phase and the moment we are able to 
help our tenants to improve their economic condition these agitators will find 
their occupation gone. Alongside with it I must also appeal to those who 
guide the destmies of the Indian National Congress to take immediate steps 
to prevent any further deterioration of the agranan situation I am convmced 
that an honourable compromise between the contendmg parties can achieve 
what legislations earned by majority of votes can not Goodwill of all sections 
of the people which is the 'foundation of a national Government can 
be obtained by conciliation and not by coercion or suppression When I say this 
I am not oblivious of the fact that just as there are the socialists m the Congress 
organisation who will be satisfied with nothing short of the total abohtion of the 
zemindanes, there are m our organisation too persons who are strongly of opinion 
that they must continue as before and if needs be, to lay down their lives to protect 
their rights and pnvdeges In my opimon this school of thought is as injurious 
to the interest of the country as the socialists If allowed a free play either of 
these will plunge the country in bloody strife, ruin agriculture and hopelessly 
retard the moral and material progress of the country If we look at the problem 
with a view to estabhsh peace in the country and promote its welfare and adjust 
our differences accordmgly, I feel sure that an honourable compromise is not 
difficult 

Brethren, I have always been stressmg the point that we cannot do anythmg 
unless we close up our own ranks and develop ouf strength.^ I repeat the same 
today In order that our voice and action may be effective, we must Imk together 
eiery landlord from one end to another m a single chain That is the mam 
purpose of our meeting todav We expect our brother landlords to jom us not by 
passmg pious resolutions or makmg speeches but by promoting a spirit of mutual 
service Individual attention to the needs and difhcnlties of landholders by our 
distnct organisations, general directioh regardmg the programme of work by our 
provmcial organisations, and gmdance from the All India organisation regardmg 
the policy to be pursued by the landlords are necessary if we want our organisa- 
tiou to make itself fdt I feel that we should have m each provmcial organisa- 
tion of ours a study section, to plan thmgs and find out solution of our day to 
day problem, a propaganda section to mform aU concerned what we are domg 
’and why and a third seefibn to beep close supervision over distnct organisations 
which will more of less consist of filed workers The utihty and success of an 
All-India organisatiou wdl largely depend upon the strength of our provmcial 
organisations, and lyc must leave no stone unturned to see that in the provmces 
in which there arg more organisations of landlords than one, on account of 
varying local conditions they should work m complete harmony under the 
All^ndia body which we are gomg to set up 

c'r In my address at Darbhanga, I had drawn the attention of my brother 
landlords to the mischievous attempts that are bemg made to divide our ranks by 
pitting the landlords with small mcome against those with comparativelv larger 
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income and pointed out that such a dismembeiment of oui links uould lead 
the entire class of landloids to their doom I admit that tlicj aic difiei- 
ently situated, but the fact lemains that the one cannot rejilacc the other Withm 
the landholdeis’ oiganisation, they haae different functions to perfoim, and it is 
only by their joint effoits that oui oiganisation can hope to achieic its object 3 hoy 
must supplement each othei and each must see that the othei is justh and faulv 
tieated and is able to suiine the onslaughts made on him ‘"One lor All and All 
foi One” should be oui watch-iroid I tiust that emy provincial oiganisation will 
pay special attention to this vital question and bung about conijilete cohesion 
amongst the various grades of landholders 

Bide by side with organising ouiselves, we must not lose sight of the fatt that 
the landloids are in a numencal mmontv in the eountiy and can not cvist by 
themselves They must in oidei to play an efieclive lolc in the politiial life of the 
nation coalesce with such othei gioups oi paities whose aims and objects me in 
common with ours But the usefulness and value of such a coalition can lie dctei- 
mincd only by the measuie of the iiiheient strength which oui oiganisation githcis 
and It IS for this veiy reason that I appeal to the landholdeis to be one in mind 
and spiiit 

‘Fiiends, I have indicated what I consider to be the best line which the landloids 
should adopt at the present junctuie We must always lemerabei that we aie the 
childien of the soil and though differently situated fiom om biethren belonging to 
the othei classes have as much duties and obligations towaids our mothei-countiy 
as any body else All that we have to considei hcic is how we can help our lountiy 
to occupy a position of honoui in this woild That can be the only justification of 
our existence We want oui class to exist because we behove that its existence will 
contiibute towaids the counti-y’s piospeiity and thus its dcstiuction would plunge 
us all into chaos and disoidei We maintain that wc have as much right to exist 
as any othei class that is in existence today by reason of the long process of 
evolution Wc have met hcic to deraonstiate that we me not going to recede fiom 
the field of action We aie alive to the needs of the situation and we ate picpaied 
to play oui part honouiably and well Let us now get to the business before us and 
vvitn heait within and God ovcihead, deteimine what we should do and how May 
we walk boldly and wisely in the light we have and get what we desire’ 

Nawab Farroqi's Speech 

Addiessing the conference Nawab Sir K G M Farroqt, cx-Ministcr, Bengal, 
severely condemned ‘the mad orgies of rank coramunalism both among Uindus and 
Muslims who are spieading the viiais of leligious fanaticism and class liatred among 
the unletteied and inflammable masses m the couiitiy ’ He dwelt at length on the 
piominent part played by landholders m political, social and industnal oiganisation 
of the land Landholdeis did not merely collect revenue for dominance of powers 
but also gave protection to the tenants uudei their caic against revolutions from 
within and aggressions from without They were above all bigotrv, commuiiahsm 
and narrow sectaiiamsra Proceeding he said that the manifold lights which the 
landholders foimeily enjoyed in the discharge of then duties to the people under 
their caie weie by legislation after legislation taken away until thev were now 
reduced rather to the humble position of mere bailiffs or collectors of rent lie 
was confident that if the landholdeis successfully tackled the cultivatois’ prob- 
lems, namely,- raised their agncultuial credit and affoided facilities for marketing 
their produce in older they might get full value, they could at once 
effect substantial impiovement in tlieir condition ,and regain their confidence 
and goodwill and there would be ease in the collection of rent 

He regietted that no advantage had been taken oi the offer made by the 
dnectors of the Eeserve Bank to all soundly managed banks and even to 
all leliable bankeis for acting as their agents foi sujiplying credit to cultivators 
and advised the audience to follow the lead given by the Viceroy regarding 
agiicultural maiketmg at the conference of provincial ministers He 
hoped that the proposed Indian Agncultural and Commercial Syndicate 
would save the cultivatois from the exploitation of greedy and unscrupulous 
middlemen, mahajans and sahukars and help small artisans like weavers 'by 
supply of mateiials at the cheapest rates and find a market for them 
Concluding, he said that it was time the landholders of India Lad girded up 
their loins and organised themselves for the protection and prospenty of tlicm«elvcs 
and the tenants which alone would enable them to keep abreast of the times 
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Fopmatiox of Committees 

Baja Maheslnuar Dayal Seth proposed the foimation of -i constitution 
committee lepiesentative of the delegates of the different piovinces and also 
of a subjects committee and vrhile the delegates selected representatives for 
these committees 

Raja Sloheshwar Dayal Seth nest announced the formation of a committee 
to draft a constitution for the All-India Landlords’ Federation which uould 
be considered on the next dav The committee consists of Raja Basdeo of Kollengode , 
]\Ir C S Eanga Aijai from Madias , Mr P D Powar and Mr Akhaji 
from the Central Provinces , Jlr T S Karwade and Major Udava Singh fiom 
Bombay , Mr T C Goswami and Sir E G M Farroqi fiom Bengal , Nawab 
Sii Muhammad Yusuf and Raja Bisheswar Dayal Seth from U P , Mr 
Goswami Shivcharan Das and the hon Eai Bahadur Eamsaran Das from the 

Punjab , the Raja of Madhupur and the Raja of Saiangi from Onssa and 

Shah Masood Ahmad and Sir Kashinath Sinha from Bihar 

Proceedings &- Resolnt ons — 2nd. Day — Lncknow— 9th April 1939 
Committee of TJkdeestaxdixg 

That a representative Committee of twenty-five members be formed with 
authority to negotiate on behalf of the All-India Landholders’ Federation for 
an understanding with the Indian National Congress and the Provmcial 
Governments regarding the present-day problems affecting the welfare of the 
landholders and tenants, was the decision arrived at m the open session on 
the next day, the 9th April 

The resolution strengthens the hands of the Chattan group in the TJ P 

which tried for a compromise with the Congress High Command on the 

tenancy legislation Before draft resolutions were taken up for discussion, a 
number of speeches weie delivered at the Conference by representatives of 
vanous provinces on the general condition of landlords 

Mr T C Gosioami (Bengal) said that land-lords to-day were faced 
with different problems in different provinces but with a common denominator 
In Bengal they witnessed a not of legislation The Bengal Tenancy legislation 
did good to none. He described the Moneylenders Bill as '‘‘a pernicious legislation 
which would destioy luial credit” It was essential for them to organise lairal 
ciedit and enable them to negotiate with some authonty with the Government 
and political parties He suggested that they should allow provincial oiganisa- 
tions as much autonomy as was possible in internal affairs 

Proceedmg, Mr Goswami said that he was not afiaid of sociahsm and 
communism, but of the actnities of those not interested in the welfare of 
others, and whose only means of existence was to cieate and foment trouble 
He owed unalterable allegiance to the Indian National Congress Even the Congress 
itself was agamst disruptive tendencies He appealed to the Conference, not in the 
name of vested interests, but of the common people of India, to do their very 
best to improve the countiy, its agriculture and the lot cff the agriculturist 
The economic prosperity of the country should be the aim of those who 
claimed to be natural leadeis of the people He advised them mot to have a 
Landlords’ Party, hut to identify themselves with others, and work for the uplift 
of the masses 

The Thakore Saheb of Kervada (Bombay) said that most zemindars^ organisa- 
tions were dormant, if not dead, but rumours of the Tenancy BiU and the tax on 
agricultural income, had come as an effective tall twister The “steam roller” of the 
Congress Government’s legislation was pursuing its pre-determmed course, with only 
a couiteous bow “to our bitter cnes of anguish and fright ” 

The Thakore Saheb suggested that the attention of the Governors, the Yiceroy 
and the Secretary of State for India be diawn to Sections 177, 299 and 300 o^ the 
Government of India Act, and to the Instructions in uhich the interests ofVhe 
zemindars, who wtre a minority, were sought to be safeguaided They should take 
eaily steps, the Thakore Saheh said, to pievent the passing of expropriatory and 
hasty measures He also pioposed sending a memoiial and waiting m a deputation 
on the Viceroy, and if need be on the Secretary of State foi India 

hir A G Krtshna Rao (Medras) said that the zemindars never wanted to 
obstruct the progress of the country, and it was wrong to imagine that they Im- 
heved m stagnation or that they did not want amelioration of the down-tiodden To 
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lay the blame for the piesent condition of the masses at the door of the landlords was 
unjust It nas niong to suggest that the zemindar nould tn to ciiish the tenant 
foi his own benefit Go\ernments might come and Go^ernmcnts might go, but 
the zemindais and tenants would have to li\e togetliei He regretted hastj legislation 
passed by the Congress Goveinments, -who were hustled against their own inclina- 
tions, because of the demand foi the canjing out of then election pledges lie 
thought, tint if the Government came to an agreement with the other inteiests, the 
measures would not be of such an expropiiatoiy natuie 

Mr if G Chitnavis (Nagpur), declaied that the landholdeis weie not opposed 
to the tenants’ interests, but must oppose legislation which aimed at then own 
extermination He referred to the legislate e injustice being done to the zemindars 
m C P 

Mr Chandreshwara Prasad Stngh, Leader of the Opposition in the Bihar 
Assemlily said that the changed ciicumstances had awakened them He adiised the 
landholdeis to adopt methods similar to those wheiebv then foiefathcis had seemed 
to them their present comforts He adiised his audience to tuin the idea out of 
their minds that the Biitish Goieinment would come to their aid The\ should 
take i full pait in the struggle foi then lights in conjunction with othci parties in 
the country They should take the foiemost pait in the tight for the countrj’s fiec- 
dom and also fight out the adieisaij who attacked them 

The confeienco next proceeded to consider lesolutions as Raja ifaheshwar 
Dayal Seth announced that the delegates of othei piovinccs did not desire to 
say anything 

18 Pence Ratio DnrpiMENiAL 

The hon Eai Bahadur Ram Saram Dos of the Punjab moved that the conference 
was of the opinion that the piesent rate of 18 pence exchange latio had piovcd 
detiimental to the best inteiests of India, particulaily of the agiioultunsts, and 
stiongly uigcd its leiisionlhe moiei jiointed out that the zammdais icali/od that 
the piesent exchange latio had done them a great h.aim A deputation of landholdeis 
had waited on the Viceroy undci the leadership of the Jlahaiajadhiiaja of 
Daibhanga in that connection He avas afiaid that in case the ratio was not leviscd 
the Goa eminent would haae to fall on the system of bounties and restrict 
impoits Eaen the espoitiug countnes would not be benefited thereby to the 
extent expected 

Shah Masood Ahmad seconded the icsolution 

Mr Anand Prasad Sharma of Mahakoshal moaed an amendment sugges- 
ting that the linking of the Indian cunency with the Biitish cunenej had also 
proved detiimental to the inteiests of India, and desiring that the old latio of 14 
pence should be established 

The amendment was lejected and the mam lesolution passed 
^ Checkiag or CojiaiDNisai 

Hie Raja Saheb oj Ttrtua moved the following resolution — 

“This confeielice is of the opinion that the spiead of conimunis'ic principles 
IS dcstiuctne of the peace, prospeutj and piogress of the countrj’ and it resolves 
to counteict and check such j ropaganda bv all legitimate means, and with that 
end in view to take and give all possible help and cooperation from and to those 
who believe in an oideica piogiess of the countia. 

Moving the resolution the Raja of Ttnoa lemaikcd that communism aflcctcd 
the geneial and social older of a people Tlicv vvcie aw ue of the conditions in 
question which had adojited those piincijdcs He desired that thev should cooperate 
with all such bodies which weie opposed to communism not because if was 
against the /amindais but because communism was a menace to the whole sociefa 
fihea should considei that it was their icligion to combine in checking such things 
It v\as tlieicfoie, necessaij to have a Sangathan of Zamindars Here the passing of 
le^^utioiib was not enough 

- •'Ihe Raja of Tiiwa in passing icfeired to the manner in which the U P 
Tdnanej Bill was being passed Eveij membci was not given an opnortiinita to 
move amendments but thicats weie given that it should be pasi.od b\ Apiil C 
He hoped that on leturn to then lespectivc provinces the zamindars would fake 
steps to oicuiize full) 

Seconding the resolution Mi Btrcndra Nalh Chaudhart remarked that 
communism and socialism was a menance to the countra’s peace Instead of unitv 
the) weie threatened with a class war 
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Khan Sahib Qamar Ah of Bihar desired that in addition to counteracting 
communistic pnnciples they should also chect one more party arhich had come 
into bemg and the members of irhich clad m Khadi and Gandhi caps created 
differences betireen the zamindars and tenants 

The resolution was supported by Messrs Bam Nandan Chaudhry and Anand 
Prassad Agamal and accepted 

COXSTITUTIOX OF THE COTEBEXCB 

The Conference nest proceeded with the consideration of the constitution of the 
All-India Landholders’ Federation as drafted by the sub-committee appomted 
yesterday by the conference 

The Maharaja of Mymen^ugh moved that the constitution drafted by the 
snb-committee he adopted. 3Iovmg the resolution he remarked that the relations 
between the landlords and tenants were interallied and both were dependent on 
one another ITie piotentialities of the order of zamindars were great but owing 
to lack of unity they had not made themselves felt The Maharaja next read the 
draft constitution and moied for its acceptance He further moved that until the 
formation of the All-India Federation Committee, mentioned in the constitution, 
the president be authonzed to carry on the work of the federation with the 
assistance of a provisional committee consisting of persons chosen by the president 

The Raja Sahib of Kollengode, seconding the proposal, said that he considered 
that the move was epp<.h-making m the history of the landholders of India They 
were not meeting there p day too early and he felt that the federation of that kmd 
should have been formed long ago Even the ruhng chiefs found the necessity of 
a joint action The Muslim L^gue too bad got an all-India association The 
Congress wielded influence because it had an organization of an all-India character 
Even workmen had got an all-India association It was tragic that zammdars 
should lag behind. It was on that account that their interests were m danger m 
various provinces No other community was so affected by legislatures m different 
provinces as the zamindars and it was only a silver lining in that bid atmosphere 
that they were brought together for evolnng measures for jomt action 

Kawab Sir Muhammad Yusuf, supportmg the resolution, explamed the general 
features of the landholders’ federation scheme The main object of the scheme, 
he said, was to create a federation of larious units of zammdars in proimces and 
distncts and organise zammdars on a wider basis so that they could make their 
existence felt and other political parties could take notice of them He emphasized 
that the workmg committee which the federation would have would not be a 
dictating body The unit^ should not entertain any such fear It would be an 
autonomous body The function of the federation would be to tender advice and 
coordinate the activities of various units It was obvious that the scheme was 
drafted within a very short space of time and, therefore there might be defects m 
it but on the whole it was a scheme which should be acceptable to the conference 

Raja Haheswar Dayal Seth of Kotra, supporting the resoltition, said that the 
report of the constitution sub-committee ^as unanimous , am^ ' Aat he knew that 
for the first time such a constitution wasi drafted, rather m hurry, and it might be 
full of defects, but even then he would, stronely recommend that the conference 
should adopt it, as it was It ifas after all a matter of formality thatrit had heen 
put up before the open conference. Having unanimously appomted the constitution 
sub-committee and that committee havmg brought out a draft unanimously, it 
should be a mere formality for the conference to accept that draft What was im- 
jiortant was not the wording^ of the consfitution but how to work it The second 
jioint he emphasized was they had to conclude the deliberations of the conference 
by that evening but if amendments after amendments were moved they might have 
to sit for days and yet the draft might he mcomplete He therefore, very strongly 
recommended that they should acc^t it, knowmg that it was capable of im pi^e - 
ment and was full of defects, because that was adopted unanimously by the~||ft- 
committee, which had been unanimously appointed by the conference 

According to the draft constitution the association to be formed would be 
called Hl-India Landlorders’ Federation and its aims and objects would he (a) to 
promote cooperation between landlords aud tenants and improve the economic con- 
dition of the countrv through the development of agriculture by their united efforts, 
(b) to secure in every scheme of responsible government adequate and effective safe- 
guards for the landholders of India , (c) to cooperate even at a sacrifice with all 
parties to promote prosperty m the countryside and fnendly relations between the 
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various communities , (d) to piomote inter-comrauml lla^raon^ tlirougliout the coun- 
tiy and (e) to tendei advice and to coordinate the actmtics of the larious units of 
the Fedciation in the proMnees 

Mr Bent Pasad Tandon (Allahabad) raored an amendment foi the substitu- 
tion of the following as objects of the association — 

(a) To arouse national consciousness among the landloids so that the' make 
take then proper share in the struggle for pohUcal and economic freedom of the 
communitv and the country , (b) to promote healthy and closer coopei iiion hetirccn 
the landlords, tenants and the agiiciiltuirl labour , (c) to pioraotc luial develop- 
ment , (d) to safeguard the lights and interests of the landlords, tenants and othci 
lural communities , (e) to piomote intei-commuiial harmony thioughout the country 
and (f) to coopeiate even at a saciifitc with all parties to promote prosperity rn the 
countiv-side and friendly relations between the various communities 

Ml 'landon, moving the amendment emphasized the need of national cons- 
ciousness if ramindars wanted piomotion of the countiy’s welfare 

Baja Maheswar Dayal Seth appealed to the confeicneo to accept tlie constifulioii 
as it was drafted by the constitution sub committee He suggcstcil that the piesident 
might take the sense of the house theieon oi he might himself adopt a measure 
cui tailing the proceeaings He thought that the house ought to agree to passing 
the constitution without any discusoion 

A delegate thought that it was too late foi the Raji of Kotra to make that 
motion as an amendment had already been moved, and when the president asked 
the house if the amendments (which numbered 15) should be taken up oi the cons- 
titution should be passed as it was, the same delegate remaikcd that the deleg itcs 
had come fiom long distance to foim a landloids’ federation and consider its consti- 
tution and so they should not bo grgged 

The President lemaiked that he did not want to stop anybody from paiticipa- 
ting m the discussions but he wanted to take the sense of the lioiise on the jiroposal 
made by the Raja of Kotia and he pioceeded to take votes The voting ainiearing 
to be vei 7 close he diiccted counting which resulted in 84 voting for the Raja of 
Kotia’s motion tha*- the constitution should be passed without coiisidciing amend- 
ments, 71 voting against it Mi Prastdk Naratn Anad then demanded a division 
when voting was lecoided on the lobby system 

While the votes weie being iccoidea the Raja of Kotra dedaied that he never 
intended that the amendments should not be considered Wliat he vv iiited vv as that 
they should not be discussed at the confeience foi want of time and ho amended 
his motion by adding that the amendments should bo rcfeiied to the constitution 
sub committee of the conference The division resulted in 17o voting for the Raja 
of Kotia’s motion and 94 against it Accordingly the constitution drafted In the 
sub-committee was passed without discussion and the amendments received were 
referred to the sub-committee 

* Election or the Ppesident 

The nest icsolfftion on the agenda was that the Vahajadhtraja of Darbhanga 
should be clected-hs president of the All-India Landholders’ Federation Dunng 
the coiisiderationr of this resolution the Mahaiajadbiraja of Darbhanga withdrew 
from the piesidential chair and i?a;a RaWur o/ATasinanda took the chair The 
resolution was moved by Nawab Sahtb of Chhafan, who remarked that the Maharaja- 
dhiiaja’s activities m the cause of the landlords were very great and it was in the 
fitness of- things that they should elect him unanimousjy as the first picsident of 
the All-India Landholders’ Fedeiation The resolution was seconded by the hon 
Lala Ram Saran Das and siippoited by Raja Sahib of Kollengodc, Nawab Sir 
K, G, M Faiooqiii, the Raja Sahib of Tirwa and the Raja Sahib of Farikud, 
all of whom paid brilliant tributes to the Mahaiajadhiraja of Darbhanga for his 
signal services to the landlords 

After the resolution was passed the Maharajadliiraja of Darbhanga returned 
tq®c presidential chan 

Federation’s Pledge 

Mr C S Banga h/er next moved the following resolution — 

‘This conference hereby resolves that every member of the All-India Landhol- 
ders’ Federation pledges himself to carry out its resolutions in a spint of service 
and sacrifice presenting a united front bearing in mind the prestige and dignity of 
the order of the landholders without allowing personal feelings to interfere with 
the discharge of their public duties and responsibilities ’ 
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In the course of his spirited speech in -urhich the Congress Gkivernment came 
under a good deal of bitter cnticism, Mr Eanga Iier sai'd that they found in 
that great country a great political upheaval Thev also found that powerful 
organizations had come into existence and they found that the^ became powerful 
onlv through service and sacrifice Service and sacrifice, as was pointed out by 
the president in his address, was not a monopoly and must not be a monopoly 
of one particular group in that country The time had come, the speaker said, 
that the landlords must keep abreast -with the current movements of all the 
tjpes There was in that country a powerful party which wanted to upset the 
order of things Socialism was the only way of making rich people poor and 
not of making poor people nch Here he referred to the Baradan incident and 
the assault on Sir J P Snvastava and condemend the attitude of the Premier 
of the Congiess Government in that connection ilr Eanga Iyer wanted the 
landlords to be united because the Congerss he said, was placing the dirty game 
of chvide and rule. He did not want the Congress Governments to walk into 
the footsteps of despots and he added if it walked into the footsteps of despots 
it was for the landlords to unfurl the flag of democracy The landholders 
must unite in the presence of a common enemy which todav happened to be their 
own brethren 3Ir Eanga Iyer added that they did not want India to become a 
outhouse of Eussia India must be Hindusthan and standing upon her oivn 
personahty and character, she could offer a most successful fight to the new 
despotic forces 

Tne resolution was passed after it was seconded by Mr D K Lahtrt 
Chaudhari and supported by Thakur Sheomangal Singh 

Ageatiax Settlemest 

Major Raja Burger Karayan Singh of Ttrtoa moved the following 
resolution — 

‘•This conference resolves that the All-India Landholders’ Fedeiation Committee 
shall appomt a sub-committee of 17 members with powers to coopt 10 members 
from the Ihonnce concerned with the president of the Working Committee as 
its Chairman to examine all questions affecting the landlords of the provmce 
and to take such action to settle them as it deems necessary ” 

Moving the resolution the Raja Sahib oj Ttriia said that the proposed 
sub-committee conld visit provinces and, if necessary, even distncts, to make 
enquines, negotiate with Government and take other steps for the settlement of the 
problems which would be the subject of enquiries The zamiudars did not want to 
deny to the tenants their legitimate rights The tenants’ condition was not what it 
was about 40 years ago Eeforms were needed but they did not want reforms which 
would lead to litigations between zamindars and tenants and Meld benefit to a third 
party He assertSl that the tenancy legislation of his provmce was such that it 
would involve the zemmdars and tenants in a class war and litigation 

Lt -Col Kumar Shamsher Bahadur Singh seconded the resolution 

Mr Btsheshwar Prasad Varma moved an amendment suggesting the 
insertion in the resolution of a proviso— ^Provided that adequate representation be 
given m the sub-committee to the zammdars paving less than Es 5,000 as land 
revenue.’ He remarked that there was a misunderstandmg between small and big 
zamindars and, therefore, there should be a provision for an adequate representation 
of the former without which there was the fear of only big zamindars being 
mcliided in the sub-committee Mr Anand Prasad Agarwal, secondmg the 
resolution, remarked that -the smaller zamindars were faced with the greatest 
difficulties and, therefore, their presence in such a sub-committee was essential The 
Raja of Ttrwa, the mover, accepted the amendment Raja Maheslncar Dayal 
Seth of Kotra opposed the resolution He said that the resolution was not so simple 
as it appeared to be They must understand fully its significance before making up 
their mind What it meant was that the All-India Fedmation, formed that dav, 
should appomt a' committee which should decide the fate of the landlords of a 
particidar provmce As a concrete illustration he referred to the tenancy 
legislation of the United Provmces He said that if the resolution under discussion 
took a definite' shape, it would mean that the committee to be appointed under it 
would be empowered not only to negotiate but to come mto a settlement about 
the tenancy matters with the Congress Government. ‘Are we to impose on the 
zammdar community a settlement without taking their opmion 1 he asked He 
submitted that no central constitution would mteriere with provmcial imits in 
matters concernmg a province They must leave to provmcial organizations to 
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decide about provincial matters Provincial matters should not be dccideil by 
outsideis He remaiked that he had not been able to understand most of the 
piovisions of the lenancy Bill , even the Eevenue Minister, if asked in a court of 
law, would not be able to ex]>Iam GO per cent of the provisions of that Bill 
Therefoie how can people fiom outside undeistand it?’ The Baja fcahib of Kotri 
asseited that he veij strongly opposed that lesohition ‘Ihc resolution is sdlv and 
that it does not requiie attention of any of you and it ought to bo rejected ’ 

On a delegate’s inquiry the Raja of Kotra replied that he bad no objection 
to an ‘examination’ and he would not object to the lesolution if the clause giving 
the sub-committee power to ‘settle’ questions was omitted Accordingly the 
delegate in question asked the Raja of Tirwa to delete the poition giving the 
sub-committee powei to ‘settle’ The Raja however, did not accejit the suggestion 
The Raja Sahib of Tiriha lenljing, said that it was his misfoitunc tint 
even at that late hour better counsel dm not picvail He hoped that his learned 
friend, the E'ja feahib of Kotia would not misundeistand him when he said that 
today then Tenancy Bill was 100 times woise than what it was originallv It 
would take two oi thice months befoie the proposed sub committee would liegin 
to function and by that time the U P Tenancy Bill might be letuincd bv the 
Upper House or might be passed by it or God only could know what would 
happen to it The Eaja of Kotia, therefore, should not ajunehend that the 
Bub-committee would at once entei into a settlement with tlic Government on 
the tenancy legislation The speakei remaiked that it was also unnccccsary for 
the Eaja of Kotia to enteitain anv apprehension as he had got a resolution passed 
at the British Indian Association by a majoiity of votes that tlicie should be no 
compiomise with the Government 

The Raja of Kotra~On a point of order, that is wrong , we were not agaiiit 
negotiations or compromise but we objected to aibitiation 

The Raja of Tirwa, continuing, said th<it he would leave it to the confcrcnco 
to judge if the resolution wanted aibitiation oi it gave powei to the landlord 
champions of India to take action to settle questions It did not ask the 
Congress people to aibitiate to any extent He emphasised that it was futile to 
apprehend tnat the Fedciation Committee would at once jump at Lucknow and 
would take up the U P Tenancy Bill enquiiy and negotiate with the Congress 
Government Hie lesolution, he added, was quite innocent and it only suggested 
a measure to remedy the giicvances of the all-India landlords Whenever trouble 
arose in any of the piovinces, the committee could tour throughout the province 
and try to rediess the giicvances of the landlords 

'The lesolution was put to vote and dcclaicd earned by a majority of votes 
Undeestakding with Cokgreps 

Another resolution, which aroused a gicat deal of controversy, was the 
following moved by Mr Jtbendra Ktshore Achaiya Chaudhari — 

“This confeience resolves that a lepresentative committee of 25 members be 
formed with authority to negotiate on behalf of the All-Indian Landlioldei s’ 
Fedeiation foi an understanding with the Indian National Congress and the 
Provincial Governments legaiding the present day pioblcms aflecting the welfare of 
landlords and tenants ” 

In a short speech moving the resolution Mr Chaudhan remarked that in 
every province tenancy lejnslations were cm tailing the rights and privileges of the 
landlords and he hoped that their Fedention would be a stiong body He added 
that the question of the repiesentation of smaller zamindais in the proposed 
committee would be taken seriously into consideration 

Rai Bahadur Ouru Sewah Upadhya seconding the lesolution said that they 
should try to negotiate and settle on terms of equality It would be futile to sav 
that then conditions vveie the same as 25 or 40 years back Thev should not keep 
on sleeping in peace as bofoie They had to change their method^ Thev lagged 
behind other bodies and there was no harm in admitting their shortcomings 'Ihere 
was also no liaira in admitting that the Indian National Congress was at jircsent 
the biggest political oiganigation It was for them to consider how to take 
advantage of such conditions Wrong things were said in Congress circles about 
the treatment of zamindars with tenants and thciefore it was necessary to bung 
that to the notice of the Indian National Congress The '\Iaharajadhiraja Darbhanga 
had found a way for a settlement in Behar If the method of negotiations was 
not adopted he did not understand vvliat other method could he adopted The 
zamindais could not have been able to n^otiate effectively when they were weak 
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but tbe question of ureakness should go when they organized an all-India 
Federation of tbe landlords 

Mr T N Smha moved an amendment suggesting that tbe proposed committee 
sbould have power to coopt ten members from tbe province concerned Tbis 
amendment was later accepted by the mover 

Mr B M Rastogi, who declared bimself to be entirely in agreement with 
tbe spirit of the resolution, moved an amendment that in every province there 
sbould be committees of piovincial units whose function would be to negotiate 
for settlements on questions that might anse, with the Piovincial Governments 
He was afraid that the onginal resolution would not seive the purpose for which 
it was intended, for most of the members of that type of committee would be 
ignorant of the luial problems of different provmces 

Rai Han Prasad Lai opposed the resolution snggestmg negotiations inth the 
Congress He criticised the Behar compromise He asserted that the zamindius’ 
lights and privileges were being butchered He added that the zamindars of 
Bdhar had come to the conference m the hope that the All-India Federation would 
mve a lead m the oigamzation of their provmee but they were going back 
disappomted They weie not prepared for such a weakness as was implied m the 
resolution Tliey must^organize themselves first 

Mr J K Chowdhry said that they had adopted the constitution of the 
All-India Landlords’ Federation ]ust then and one of the object of the Federation 
was to cooperate even at a sacnfice with all parties to piomote prosperity in the 
countryside and friendly' relations between the various communities How then 
could they oppose the proposal about negotiations? he asked The Congress, he 
added, was the gieatest political partv, highly organized It was the only 
party which could deliver goods and solve propositions to the satisfaction of all 

Shah Masood Ahmad of Behar made a very vehement speech in opposm^ 
the resolution He disclosed that the resolution under discussion had been passed 
in the meetmg of the subjects committee by a narrow margin The appomtment 
of a committee to negotiate for a compromise was a noi el procedure which, he 
asserted, had no precedent When there were negotiations between the Congress 
and the Muslim League, there was first a talk between Slahatma Gandhi and Mr 
Jmnah, neither of whom had a mandate from the Congiess or the Muslim 
League to negotiate. Theiefore the constitutional position would be that some 
minduals might mitiate, if they liked some negotiations and if they made any 
progress then the matter could be brought before the Federation 

Continuing Shah Masood Ahmad criticised the Congiess-Landloids’ negotia- 
tions and compromise in Behar He thought that sometimes confidential 
instructions were issued by the Government which weie contraiy to the teims of 
compromise \Vhen the Governor gave assent to the Tenancy Legislation of 
B^ar the clause which was m the mteiest of zamijidais was kept pendmg Was 
that justice ? he asked It was a peculiar procedure of sanctioning only half the 
Bill and withholding assent to the part which benefited anothei paity The 
Fmance Minister declared in the Coimcil that they had practically finished the 
zammdan system The Speaker asserted that the Congiess Government was not 
doing anythmg for the zamindars , The condition of the zammdars of Behar 
was pitiable and he appealed to those^ who entei tamed any doubts about it, to pay 
a nsit to Behar and to see the zamindais’ plight uith their own eyes He did not 
blame the zammdei leaders for the compromise. They had entered into it honestly 
but he thought that they did not undei stand that the compromise would reduce 
them to such a pitiable condition He advised the other provmces not to negotiate 
with Congress for a settlement It would be a great lilunder to stait n^otiations 
In conclusion he suggested that they should try to get the Government of India 
Act amended so as tb secure larger representation of the zamindars in the 
Legislatuies and to get the number of the members of the Upper Houses 
tripled Th ey should also make it clear that if justice was not done to them they 
would resort to the same methods with which the kisans had threatened the 
Bntish Govemmeht and on which account the British Government had yielded 
•We shall say that if the Government does not protect the minorities we shall 
boycott Bntish goods ’ 

Mr Chdndreshwar Prasad Narain Singh mamly replied to the ciiticisms 
levelled in connection with the Behar compromise. He had also a hand in the 
settlement In the work of settlement the Congressmen weie as desirous of 
successful compromise as the landlords At one time a stage was reached when 
breakdown appeared to be immin ent and then Maiilana Abul Kalam Azad wired 
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to him (speaker) and the Prime Minister saying that the breakdoffn of the negotia- 
tions ivould not be proper He came from Calcutta and gave adiice, which ho 
considered to lie proper, and made the Conjp-css accept the landlords’ terms 
In the face of such facts he did not think that they could blame the Congress 
and accuse them of going back upon the teims of compiomisc Ihere uerc a feu 
terms which uere to be brought into practice after uatchmg the condition of the 
province and he informed the conference that it was in connection with that work 
that Mahaia]adhira 3 a was going to Patna on April 11 to confer with Babu Ka]tndra 
Prasad In this country danger wasfiom socialism and not from the Congress He 
advised the landloids to work with a spiiit of unity Theie weie some things in 
the Congiess with which he did not agree and that was whv he was not with 
the Gandhi group When the landlords had established their strong bodj, its work 
should be to draw the Congress also to the right path 

Ihe resolution was passed by an overwhelming majority amid applause 
It being a veiy late hour of the evening three other resolutions were parsed 
without speeches One of them, which was moved by Mr Avand Prasad Anamal 
and seconded by Eai Bahadur Bhaguatt Saran Singh, protested against the im] osi- 
tion of agiicultural tax in Bihar, the other, moved by Rajah Sahib of Kollcngodt 
and supported by Mi B N Chakravarti C'haudhari and Mr J Krishna Rao pro- 
tested against the present policy of Legislative intcifcicnce in matters connected 
with religion and the third, moved by RIi Ram Nandan Chaudhart and Shah 
Masood Ahmad suggested that any measure affecting the rights and intcicsts of the 
zamindars should receive sanction of a major section of the zamindars before they 
became law The consideralion of the icsolution being over the president, the 
Maharnjadhtraja of Darhhanga thanked the delegates for then co operation in tlic 
conduct of the proceeding of the conference so successfully 


The All India Kisan Conference 

Annual Session — Gaya— 9lh & lOlb April 1939 

Secpetapa’s Eppokt 

The annual session of the All India Kisan Conference commenced at Gava on 
the 9th Apnl 19J9 undci the piesidency of Acharia Karendra Dei, where ncaily a 
lakh of kisans attended “Bande-Mataiam” and Uidu “ong "Jly flag is in my hand 
to day” weie sung A unique feature of the conference was that sister organisations 
were adequately repiesentca Several wellknown leadeis of working class and Ki=an 
organisations from various parts’ of the country spoke at length on then struggles 

It may be noted that in the real sense of the term the Kisan Sabha held its 
annual session on an All-India scale in Bihar to day for the first time, Lucknow 
session and haizpur gatbeiing were but poor shows and the Comilla session ended in 
a split because of the autociatic supremacy Of the non-Kisans In this session Bihar, 
of couise, sent the largest number of delegates and Bengal’s claim came iicvt Prom 
Bengal, more than 70 Kisan lepresentaliv es and leaders joined on behalf of all 
district organisations Oiissa, in spite of being a purely agricultural country and 
having a number of Kisan oiganisations, was very pooily repicscntcd 

Prof N O Ranga, fcecietaiy, presented the accounts and through the annual 
lepoit it was unfolded how phenomenal and wide awakening has taken place among 
the Indian peasantiy, which was pulsating with new life and vigour The report rre- 
Bcnted a biid’s-eye view of the Kisan movement in the provinces and nairatcd now 
boldly the Kisans underwent persecution with special reference to Barhava Tal and 
Keora Satyagiaha It deplored the growing tendency of the Congress towards cons- 
titutionalism and the atmosphere of giovving content with the opportunities of re- 
construction through legislation and rural uplift TLc rejort maintained that the 
Congiess had lost the time perspective of things and was losing sight of the goal for 
absolute independence and was contended with patch works on the constitution, 
which fettcrcQ India in bondage It deplored the fighting attitude of the Congress 
against the Kisan Sabha If the Kisan Sabha and its workers did not continue 
their struggles and helped, the national emancipation movement vtould have, by 
this time, been m complete stagnation 
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The Pkesidentiae Addpess 

In the course of his presidential address Acharya Narendra Dev said — 

“Legislation is being undertaken to afford some measuie of lehef to the im- 
poveiished peasantry by the vanous Governments in the provinces The measures are 
not adequate to meet the immediate needs of the situation Much more is possible 
within the framework of the present act and perhaps much more will be done in 
due course of time But it is legrettable that agrarian lefonn in all its aspects is 
being delated for no good reason The process is slow and though the Congress 
Governments do enjoy the backing of the masses there is m evidence m certain 
provinces a desire for compiomise and a feeling of hesitation to go fast for feai of 
the vested interests Though the measuies hitherto taken are only in the nature 
of palhatives and do not foreshadow any radical change in the social basis of the 
landowning classes, yet a hue and C17 has been raised bj the landed aristocracy as 
if changes of levolutionaiy dimensions neie being incoipoiated in the statute The 
economic situation is so despeiate that drastic measuies are needed to bring leal 
relief to the masses All that the Congress Governments aie doing to-day is only 
to ease a few of the more iniquitous burdens that the peasant is made to bear to- 
day, but his condition is miserable and that after a brief respite the remaining bur- 
dens mil again piove irksome and heavy and he will make an insistent and impeiative 
demand to be lelieved of them as well It is no doubt true that whatever may 
happen the peasantry is not again going to look up to the land-owning class as 
Its natural leader The political influence of this class is surely on the wane al- 
though its social basis may not have been wiped out It would be difficult to 
lestoie it It seems that the storm of opposition that is being raised to-day to the 
introduction of agrarian reforins is due to the fear foi the future and the realisa- 
tion of the fact that the present measures only mark the beginning of a new era of 
such successive changes in the^agiarian organisations as are sure to undermine their 
position of eminence and shatter their social basis completely 

“They are out of their wits but I am suie that if they had wielded political 
power to-uay they would have been compelled by mass pressure to take almost simi- 
lar measuies, of course with great leluctance No amount of manoeuveiing and laiial 
development work would have succeeded in deceiving the masses noi would it have 
been possible to keep the rising tide of peasant militancy under check The 01 er- 
whelming poverty of the masses was clamouimg for action, and they would have 
taken to extra legal remedies if law had not come to their rescue 

“Congress Government, it is admitted, aie labouiing under a handicap, foi the 
present Act does not affoid them sufficient scope tor initiating revolutionary 
measures But it was certainly expected of them that they would exhaust all the 
possibilities of the constitution in oidei to bnng the greatest measuies of relief 
to the masses The still more disquieting fact of the present situation is that many 
of our ministeis look upon kisan organisations and uieir woikeis nith an eye of 
suspicion and distrust The word of a Kisan worker is generally disbelieved ' He 
IS taken to be a stranger and his aisit is seldom welcome It is also distressing 
that criticism even by Congressmen is not relished Even friendly cnticism is 
resented and is sometimes unreasonably taken as an index of a hostile attitude 

“Government, which is lesponsible to the people, shoiUd instead of resenting cri- 
ticism invite it It should not wait foi taking action till a demand becomes insistent 
and specific action is threatened to enforce these demands I fervently desire that 
Congress Jlinistnes he enshrined in the hearts of our people 

“Oui Mmistries should therefore be more responsible to the demands of the 
masses and listen to their giievances through then accredited representatives with 
patience and sympathy The peasant movement should not be looked askance If 
abuses aihieh are pointed - are remedied and gross inequities are redressed, theie 
will hardly be an occasion for peasants to have recourse to diiect action Adequate 
legislative measures should be taken to give protection to tenants against village 
usurers and village Banias The question of rural indebtedness should be 
carefully examined ,-and if rural debts cannot be wiped out completely the 
burden should be considerably eased Special attention avill have at the same 
time to be paid to the provision of capital and cheap credit facilities to the 
farmers Suitable laws should be enacted lor the marketing of agncultural 
produce so that middleman’s profit be elimmated Very close attention should 
be paid to the promotion of subsidiary industries and measures be taken for 
comprehensive land improvement Government support and encouragement 
should be given to the farmers and active agrarian policy should be followed 
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"The question is often asked -where is the need for the Ki^an orgnnirition 
when the Congiess membership predominantly consists of peasants and the Con- 
gress has in its agrarian progiamme of Faizpur and the Economic Rights resolution 
of Karachi incoiporated many of the demands of the peasants in its piogranima 
The single ansuei is that the Congress being a multi-class organization the peasant 
IS not able fully to assert himself in the national organization llis attitude towards 
other classes is not aery free but is constrained and he finds him«elt lost in a 
mixed gatheimg In oidei therefore to enable him to give up his hcsitancj and 
to assume a moie independent attitude it is neccssarj to give him pieliminary 
training in an oiganization of his own class 

“Besides, the Congress being an national organization is not in a position to 
accept the basic demands of the peasants oi for the matter of that any other 
demands unless piesscd haid by ciicumstances The dire poverty of the Indian 
masses has, it is tiaie, from aei 7 early dajs, engaged the attention of tlic leaders 
of Indian public opinion but they tieatcd it as a political picvancc to be 
attiibutcd mainly to the heavy diain on India and not something which uas 
inheient in the economic stiuctuie of the counti-y and -uhich could be removed 
only by revolutionary changes in that structuie The Kisan organisation is 
theiefore necessary to exeit revolutionarj pressure on the Congicss to adopt 
moie and moie the demands of the peasants Such piessure has been applied 
to the past with good results and to day the Congicss is pledged to fight 
foi the inteiest of the peasants And how can the Congress act otherwise when 
It claims to lepiesent the nation and when, as we knovv the huge exploited mass 
of the peasants docs constitute the nation The Congress, theiefore if it wants 
to seive the Kational inteiest, must seek to abolish the basis of all colonial and 
feudalistic exploitation 

“As the level attained by the Congicss organisation is uneven in diflcrent 
provinces and as sevcial committees aie contiollcd by Zaminder elements the 
icsolutions of the Coiigiess cannot be implemented and leinam in piacticc a dead 
lettci In such places peasants will not icceivc the assistance fiom the Congre-s 
Committee to which thej arc entitled and then grievances will go unredressed 
for want of advocacy It is exactly in such places that the cMstencc of the Kisan 
Sabha will be mostly needed to cairv on then day to daj stiuggle Since the 
advent of Congress Ministries in eight provinces it has become a pait of normal 
activities of the Congicss to receive petitions fiom the peasants and to help them 
in seeming lediess of their grievances but even to day cases are not wanting when 
an individual committee does not inteiest itself in the matter for the siinidc reason 
that it was con ti oiled by Zamindais who aic not tiue to the Congress programme 
and who even use then position for fiustiating the peasants’ lights and claims 
on the organization Again, we do not know whether this special interest which 
IS being evinced to-day by Congress Committees in the daj to dai questions of 
the peasants will be kept up at the present level even aftei the Congress is out 
of power 

Acharya Narendra Dev thought “if the necessity for a separate organization 
of the peasants IS established It is nccessaij to emphasize the imperative duty 
for the Kisan Sabhas to enter into fiiendly relations with the local Congress 
oigamzations and to carry on their activities in co-operation with them as far 
as possible The assistance lendcicd by the Congress Committee will not only 
be of great value to them, especially at the present juncture but will al=o 
accelerate the piogiess of making the Congress Kisan minded It is a matter 
of expeiience that since the Congress has been placed in power by the supjvort 
of the peasants and since special responsibilities Have developed upon it for 
looking to the inteiests of the peasants it has become moie and more Kisan 
minded The process is, however not yet complete, and it will be some time 
befoic it IS so But if after importunating their help it is not forthcoming 
the Kisan Sabha will have no option except to move independently in the 
matter TTierc should be however no desire to enter into rivalry with the Congress 
The desire to gain piedominance over the Congress should be checked We must 
remcmbei that the two organizations are complementary to each other Each is 
strengthened by the support of the other ^Ye ere bound to make grievous 
mistakes if we do not constantlv keep in view the complementary character of 
the two organizations The Kisan Sabhas arc pnmanlv to be organized to 
seuiio the economic lights of the peasants and to conduct their day to day economic 
struggles But the colonial exploitation from which the peasant siiflcrs cannot be 
ended without achievmg complete independence and as he cannot enjoy political 
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freedom -n-ifhout political power so long is India is m bondage it is necessary that 
the peasant should strive for national freedom in co-operation with other classes 
The Congress is a symbol of national freedom and is the platform of anti-impenahst 
struggle The peasant therefore has to be taught to love and claim the Congress 
as his own organization A stepmotherly bSiaviour towards it will not do° If 
the economic struggle is to be linked up with the national struggle m order to 
give social contents to the national liberation movement it is only ]ust and proper 
that the two organizations should be interlocked in permanent union 

Eefemng to other difiiculties m their way the president regretted that m 
certain parts of the country where the bulk of the landowners were not of 
the same religion as the mass of peasants Hisaa organisation had assumed a 
communal character Such organisations had come into'^ existence chiefly because 
the Congress organisations of the pi ounce grossly neglected the interests of the 
peasants" The communal disharmony prevailing at present made even co-operation 
between the two parties sometimes impossible, to say nothing of the merger of 
the two orgamsations Though the agranan movement" might have received impetus 
from this fact m such region! yet it could not be considered as a healthy 
movement from the view point of the national struggle The present movement 
could not afford to be split up on communal lines Multiplicity of peasant 
organisations would also add to the confusion The present position could be 
altered not by exhibitidn. of anger or impaiience but the workers should try 
to win the confidence and support of the peasants by selfless hard work and the 
more they identified themselves with the peasant masses the more they would 
succeed in the task - But to achieve this end they should also try to create cadres 
of workers belongmg to the same religious community Workers should also 
try to negotiate mercer with the leaders of the commimal peasant organisations 
The Congress also ihould shed its narrow outlook and devote its attention to 
peasant work m the province 

Proceeding he said that there was phenomenal awakening in the country- 
side and they could reap a nice harvest if only they know how to make the best 
use of opportunities The workers should receive political education The relation- 
ship that should subsist between the Kisan Sabha and the Congress should be 
well-impressed upon their minds The necessity and significance of the peasant 
movenment, the role of the peasantry in the Anti-imperialist struggle and the 
role of the Congress should be things on which the workers should be enhgh- 
tened The oigamsation should be strictly supervised and controUed Strict 
disciplme should be maintamed in the ranfo Organisational expansion should 
be accompanied by steps to arouse proper functionmg and discipline Peaceful 
character of the movement should he emphasised and peasant problems of every 
province shoiild be carefully studied and suitable literature produced m Indian 
languages for the Ideological Traming of the workers 

Eefemng to the controversy that has cratrSd round the question of the official 
emblem of the peasant organisation, Acharyaji said that some contended that as the 
Congress organisation was pre-enunently a Kisan organisation ^ the flag should be 
the flag of the Kisan Sabha The position of the Sabha is that the Eed Flag being 
the flag of the exploited and the symbol of class solidarity of the peasants n ith the 
workers it should be the official flag of the organisation Both agree that disrespect 
should not be shown to the other flag,' Tt was a vital matter both for the future of 
the peasant movement and the natfOnalTiberation movement and could not be treated 
lightly It was the Eiissian Evolution that helped the masses to take the centre of 
the woild stage and as such peasants all the world over owed deep dept of gratitude 
to the Bed Flag The Eed Flag was also respected because it was the flag of the 
exploited and ti&e down-trodden It also bore an international character and Was 
the symbol of fratemisa^iOT of peasants and workers 

But they could not have a negative attitude towards the nat'onal flag Their 
feelings for it should he those of positive love and respect and should equally com- 
mand their loyalty, “It was in the mterest of the Kisans themselves that thp^ 
should turn the 'Congress mto a genume people’s organisation and if thftfc lie syj. 
they will have t8 give their unswervmg lovalty to the national flag 

Another consideration in support of the adoption of the national flag is that 
the Congress has more and more come to represent the economic urge of the masses 
The Congress is evolving and a rich social content was being put mto the pohtical 
concepts of the^ovement. He, therefore, respectfully requested the conference to 
revise theur opinion and adopt the nationffi flag as well. 
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“•The International situation is rapidly detenorating and the world is nisliing 
head-long towards a crisis The sjstem of collectiie security has complctclj 
broken down Pledges are being violated The so-called democracies of 'Western 
Europe are betrajing democracy Great Britain is a special offender in this respect 
It has deliberately added fascist powers and has bj its weak-kneed policy helped 
Nazi Germany in extinguishing the freedom of small independent states The vorld 
IS passing thiough a moral cnsis and the moment seems to be ripe when India 
should consciously prepare herself for the final struggle The time has come vlien 
■ae should take the initiative in our own hands and initiate a nation-wide stnigclc 
to gam our national objective We have so far been sitting on the fence awaiting 
the introduetion of the Federal Scheme which the Congress is pledged to oppose 
But this attitude of mind helps a policy of drift dangeious for a fighting organi- 
sation We, therefore, welcome the clecision of the Congiess atTripuri which puts an 
end to this policy of drift and calls upon all parts of the Congress organisations, 
Congress Governments and the people generally to prepare the countrv for a nation- 
wide struggle This momentous clecision of the Congress was, however, taken in 
an atmosphere surchaiged with personal bitterness and animosity and other matters 
much less consequenaal seemed to dominate the scene foi the moment winch ul- 
timately succeeded in o/er shadowing the one central decisioh of Tnpiin 
Resolutions — Second Day— Gaya— 10th April 1039 
The following resolutions were adopted at the second day’s sitting of the 
Conference — 


National Demavid 


‘•The past year has witnessed a phenomenal awakening and growth of organisa- 
tional strength of the Kisans of India Not only have they taken a much greater 
part than ever before m the gencial demociatic mpvoment 'in the countrv, but 
they have also awakened to a consciousness of their position as a class desperately 
trying to exist m the face of luthless fcudal-cum impeiialist exploitation Tlicir 
class organisations have therefore multiplied and their struggle against this 
exploitation has risen to higher levels as is witnessed by the numerous partial 
struggles throughout the country This awakening and the cxpenence of this 
struggle has brought a new political consciousness to tliem They have realised 
the natuie of the forces they aie fighting against and the troc remedies of their 
poverty and exploitation Their vision is no longer limited bj then natural 
isolations and location The) have realised that impeiialism which lives for and 
thiives on their exploitation in many visible and invisible forms must go and that 
it must go principally by then action taken in alliance with other anti-impena- 
list forces in the country They have also realised that paitl) as a hang over from 
the feudal past of the country and partly due to the delibeiate attempts of 
impenalism there is a native system of exploitation which has enslaved and 
impovenshed them and which too must go They have therefore come to the 
conclusion that the logical end of then day to day stiuggle must be a mighty 
attack on the removal of impenalism itself and an agrarian revolution which will 
give them land, renjove all inteimediaiy exploiters between them and the State 
and free them fiom the burden of debt and secure to them the full enjoyment 
of the fruits of then labour ' 

RELiro TO RTti^SAKTET 

“vSecondly, the past year has been a year of small reliefs to the peasantry 
seemed to them fiom the Piovincial Governments jThe crving inadequacy of these 
icliefs, the gieat obstacles cieated by the vested interests that have to be encoun- 
teied m secuiing them, the patent incajiacity of Provincial Autonomy to solve 
any of the basic agrarian problems have fully exposed tlie hollowness of Provin- 
cial Autonomy and have stiengthcncd the conviction* of the peasants that the 
present slave constitution must go and be replaced by one that is fiamed bv the 
people themselves The Sabha thus is proud to declare that to (Lav the determina- 
tion of the Kisans of India to fiee themselves from the-lejaaal-cum-impenahst 
/giploifation and then prepaiedness to do so are greater than ever before 
•■»V- .‘‘TSie feabha is glad to note that thcic are other powerful forces and factors 
in the country and outside that are rajiidlv leading not onlv the peasants but 
the Indian people as a whole towards these and similar ends J^irst of all is 
the great rise in the power and influence of the Indian National Congrcb=, the 
biggest political organisation of the Indian people, the power of, which too is 
largely diawn from the powei of the Kisans of the country Th& Congress has 
52 
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decHred at its last session in uneqniiocal terms that its organisations and the country 
generally must immediately begin prepaiations for launching a nation-ivide 
struggle for the establishment of an independent democratic state The Sabha 
irhile pledging its fullest support in this struggle and in the preparation for it 
hopes that the Ckmgiess executive or the forthcoming meeting of the A I C C 
snail take steps to give effect to that declaiation and take the contemplated 
preparation in hand The Sabha feels that particular efforts should be made to 
build up that united front between the Congress and the Kisan Sabha which 
has been the aim of the Sabha in order that the forces of national disunity 
which at bottom are the expression of upper class interest do not impair the 
essential unity of the entire Indian people fighting against imperialism that must 
be expressed m action through the Congress 

Need foe Oegasisatiox 

“The organisation of the mdustnal workers, die powerful allies of the Kisans 
and their struggle have reached hisher level that eier before Unity m the Trade 
Union movement has been achieved and the pohtical consciousness of the workers 
has grown The Sabha -wishes that closer Imks between the workers and peasant 
organisations and movements should be forged and directs the A I K C to 
take the necessary steps for it 

‘ One-third of tne Indian masses have hitherto slumbered m the enforced 
backwardness of the native States Eecent months have witnessed an extraordmary 
aaiakening among -them due to the impact of the democratic movement in the 
countiy and latterly of the iieasant movement, and the awakenmg among the iaisans 
The stiaiggle of the States’ peojile is also largely a stiuggle of the Kisans not 
only for me civil or political rights and libert es but also for economic emanci- 
pation There is in additition to all these a geneial awakening m the country and 
youths, students, women and otheis aie all on the move of organising, struggbng, 
then faces set in the common diretion, i e independent democratic Swara] 

‘■All this IS happening in the midst of a grave world crisis The world hovers 
on the blink of a calamitous holocaust British Imperialism shaken to its root, 
fully gnpped by this crisis is, one the one hand, steadily earning on war prepara- 
tions in India and taking war measures such as, army recruitment act, the recent 
attack on Provincial Autonomy to ensure greater control for the centre m war 
emergencies and on the other, * trying to consolidate by small concessions some 
of the forces that arraism against it At the same time it has reiterated its deter- 
mmation to impose on the country the universally condemned Federation It con- 
tmues to help and abate the reactionary and disruptive feudal and commimal forces 

“In view therefore of this international and national situation the Sabha afiirms 
that the time has come when the united forces of the country embraces the Con- 
gress, the States peoples, peasants and workers of the organisations and the people 
geneiallv should take a forward step and launch an attack on the slave constitution 
on the Imperialist donunation itself for complete nahonal independence and a demo- 
cratic State of the Indian people leading ultimately to the reahsalion of a Kisan- 
Mazdoor Eaj ‘ 

Peogeamsie of Actiox 

“The Sabha therefore calls its constituent units to take m hand the following 
programme of action — (1) Populansationr of necessity of the commg nation-wide 
struggle and of fightmg uncompromisinalv againt Federation 

(2) Intensification and mtegration of the political struggles of the peasants 

(3) Estabhshmg of united front between the Congress, the AIKS the A 
I T U C and other anti-Impenalistic organisations 

(4) Insistmg upon accejitance and implementing by the Provincial Governments 
of the immediate demands of the Kisan Sabha ancf implementing of the election 
manifesto by the Congress Almistry 

(5) Liqiudation offerees of commimal disruption through common struggle 
of the masses for their economic and pohtical demands and through fighting for 
scrupulous obseivanc^S of mmonty rights 

(6) Organisation of a strong Kisan Volunteer Corps 

(7) SolidarrfV demonstration and active help to the States people. 

“The Sabha directs that all the delegates at this session should report on this 
resolution to their constituents on their return It further calls upon the 
Elisan Sabhas and the Kisan workers all over the country to popularise this 
resolution through meetmgs and leaflets and other methods of propaganda 
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Bengal MiNistrY 

"The party vrluch form the Coalition Government of Bengal, before the general 
election, promise to the people that if they n eie m power after the election thcj 
would adopt measures for the amelioration of the condition of peasants of the 
piovince and lemoie the disabilities caused by the then existing repressive laws 
But since the> assumed power they have done little to fulfil those promises 

(2) It IS true that they have amended the Tenancy laws and thcrebj done 
some good to some tenants but that is far below the maik and hardlv touches the 
poorest classes of tenants and Bhag-Chasis, oi Bargadars who needed relief most 

(3) In regard to the insistent demands of the peasants and the Kisan Pabha 
for reduction ot lent the Goveiiimcnt have appointed a Land Revenue Commission 
to investigate the land problems This has been looted upon as a dodge to shelve 
the question foi a considerable time while popular demand is that an interim re- 
port should be published by the Commission without delav 

(4) So far as agiicultuial indebtedness is conceined what little measuic has 
been adopted by the Government is of such a natuie that it can be taken advan- 
tage of by non-agncultuial classes rathei than give lelief to the agricultural debtors 
who need relief most 

(5) Besides, so far as mass movement and paiticularlv the Kisan movement 
of the province are conceined, the attitude of the Goveinment of Bengal has been 
one of constant hostility and this is proved bj the leprcssive measiiics delibciatcly 
taken in connection with peasant agitation in BaiisaJ, Buidwan, 21 1’arganas, 
Hooghly and other distiic ts wheie Kisan vvoikeis have been gagged and the 
Kisans have been subjected to various vvajs of toituie such as assault, airest, 
impiasonment, confiscation of Kisans’ piopeities, valued sevcial times the actual 
dues claimed liy the Government in the name of lealising their dues 

(6) In view of the above facts this feabba condemns the action and the 
attitude of the Goveinment of Bengal and demands full justice to the pevsants of the 
province at least to the extent of redeeming then election pledges 

Biuar Ministry 

"Whereas the Congress election manifesto, the agrarian programme of the Fairpiir 
Congress and the demands made on then basis bj the kisans, Kisan Sabhas and 
some Congress Committees entered into an agreement wifli the rcactionaiv 
zemindars, the allies of Biitish Impciialism and the opjonents of the Congicts in 
which not only the interest of the Kisans was not kept in view but which has 
proved detiimental to the prestige of the Congiess and has shaken the confidence 
of the Kisans in it and, 

“Wheieas then agiaiian legislation passed in accoidancc with the Congrc's- 
zamindai agreement is not only inadequate and unpiogiessive but has failed 
to give the much-needed reliefs to them and made them suftci daily new diflicultios 
and toituies have allowed then ciops and giain lot in the fields and the threshing 
floois and to crown eases have been started against them and, 

“Wheieas a dangerous weapon has been given to the Zemindars in the shape 
of facility to distrain the crops of the Kisans by means ot a tenancy law and 

“Wheieas the law, which the Congiess minislrv has passed with a view to 
solve the most vexed pioblems of the Kigans, viz the lestoratioii of Bakast linds, 
has not only proved to be incapable' of solving the problem but has made them 
suffer at the hands of the zemindai on account of the passive attitude of the 
Ministiy and made them helpless in piotecting then lands, and 

“Wheieas on one side the zomindais aie depriving the Kisans of their lands, 
on the other hand the Kisans and Kisan woikers aie being imjilicatcd in criminal 
cases so much so that men of the standing of Pt Jadunandan Bharnia, Rev 
Rahul Sankiitain and Pt Ramnandan Misra have been accused of theft under 
section 379 IPG and 

“Wheieas leprcssive policy is being puisucd bj the Mimstrv in order to crush 
the power of resistance among the Kisans and whereas the ^hnistiv has miserably 
failed to relieve the Kisans of their heavj and ciushifig burden of debts and 
whereas the Zemindai s have observed the terms of their agreement with the 
Congress Ministiy, 

“The fcabha demands from the Congress authoiilies in Bchar that the Congress 
Zemindar agreement be put an end to at once, that the Congress Jlmistrv be 
ordered to put a stop to the high-handedness and tjrinnv of the Zemindars and' that 
the Congiess Ministry shall take immediate steps to solic the Bakast problems and 
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generally to implement the teims of the Congress election manifesto and the 
agianan progiamme of the Faizpui Congiess 

Agricoltural Labour 

‘‘This Sabha has always recognised that Agricultural labourers and (agiicultmal 
woiheis) are an integral section of the class of Kisans and that theie can be 
no real progress of Kisans and regeneration of oui luial life until and unless the 
large body of agricultural labourers is assuied of secuiitv of employment, mmimum 
■wages, humane and respectable conditions of life and fieeSom from all vestiges of 
feudal seifdom of bondage 

“This Sabha is keenly conscious of the fact that every year more and more 
landed Kisans are becoming landless and both they and the tenants are diiven 
down into the ranks of agncultuial labourers by relentless process of the increasing 
unpiofitability of agriculture, crushing burdens of taxation etc and therefore it is 
in the interests of the whole Kisan class itself that the real labourers shall be 
raised to as high a level as possible Therefore this Sabha calls upon all Kisan 
Sabhas to strive their best to achieve immediately among other things at least the 
following — (i) Complete cancellation of then debts (ii) Eeservation of all un’=~ 
occupied but cultivanle lauds for then co-opeiative exploitation by agricultural 
workers (iii) The establishment of Agncultural wages Boards consisting of represen- 
tatives of peasants and agncultuial labouieis to fix minimum wages and other 
conditions of work (iv) Extension of the Workmen’s Compensation Act to them 

(v) A national policy of housing and protected dimking water supply for them 

(vi) Penalisation of every kind of illegal exactions, feudal seifdom, forced labour 
(vu) Repeal of the Criminal Tribes Act and (either repeal oi amendment of) 
those provisions of the I P C which are frequently and aibitiaiily invoked 
agamst them by the police 

“Where separate Agncultuial Labour Unions have come into existence it is 
the duty of the P K C ’s to try to establish friendly contacts with them and 
to bung about settlement of any disputes if any, that may break out between 
peasants and agricultural woikei-s 

“This Sabha exhorts both Kisans and agncultural labourers to realise the great 
and growing need for their united front as against all the powerful vested interests 
which have been crushing them both for ages past and also for thar fighting 
shoulder to shoulder against both then class enemies and their ally, the &itish 
Imperialism in order to wrest complete freedom from them 

Cbiminal Tribes Act 

“The Criminal Tubes Act of the Government of India is in the opinion of 
the Sabha a thoroughly iiihuman measure which is unworthy of any civilised 
Government and should be immediately repealed by all Provmcial Governments 
which are now imder their sway , 

“This has been applied against many kisan leaders and workers of Noakhali 
and Tippeia distiicts of Bengal by the Government of"that province who seem to 
have considered it a novel and eflective means of Suppiessmg the growing peasantry 
movement Those of the workers who have been brought under the C T Act in 
those two ditricts are — (Tippera) 1 Knshifa Sundar Bhowmic (in Jail) 2 
Khetranath Sharma, 3 Jagdish Chandra DaS)-4 Suiesh Chandia Das, 5 Khalibur 
Rahman, 6 Aradaullah, 7 Neaz Ah Bepaii (aged 65), 3 Ramani Mohan, 9 Abid 
Ally, 10 Kabi Ahmed, 11 Idofizur Rahman 12 Azizur Rahman 13 Yusuf All and 
14 Surendia Bhowmic and (Noakhali) 1 Mokhlesui Rahman in jail 2 Nur Islam, 

3 Abidullah, 4 Dula Mian, 5 Sultan Ahmad, 6 Air Hussain, 7 Kali Kumar 
(aged about 75) 8 All Asam Choudhury and 9 Enayat Ullah (aged 80 in jad) 

“What IS worse is that notices under this Act were sened on some of these 
workers while they were in Jail 'as political prisoners curiously arrested The Act 
was withdrawn from Sjed ' Ahmed Blban of Noakhali aftei he was elected to the 
Assembly and long after thtrmembeis of all the groups in the Assembly insisted 
on the removal of the ban' The Sabha therefore strongly condemns the action of the 
Government of Bengal in' using the Act for the suppression of the Kisan movement 
and demands the jemq]?M of the ban and the repeal of the Act 

PoLiTicAi. Prisoners 

“This Sabha notes with regret that inspite of the united demand of the people 
and of the representative organisations of the country, politicals in mauy of the 

S (Vinces, particularly in Bengal and m the Punjab, have not yet been released 
ere has been no, terroristic outrage m Bengal and in the Punjab and no 
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recrudescence of ifc after the release of the defenues and some coirMctcd political 
pnsoneis, as was gloomily piophesied by all apologists of the Goicnimcnt in 
Bengal and in the Punjab The Sabha is convinced that tcrronsm as a j ohtical 
movement is dead The present situation therefore waiiants the rclcTse of all 
pnsoneis comicted of so-called tenoiistic acts The iioik of the Advisorv 
Committee appointed by the Bengal Goveinment had been unsalisfactoiv and 
dilatory, and, as such, the Sabha disapproies of the measuies of the Bengal Goicrn- 
raent The Sabha also notes that laige numbers of kisan woikers and labour includ- 
ing woikeis who weie engaged in legulai noik among the masses haic been prose- 
cuted and in diffeient pioviiices, viz, the Punjab, Bihar and JIadras aie not vet being 
leleased in spite of the demand of the people 

“The Sabha theiefoie uiges all the pioiincial Goieinments to gne effeet to the 
will of the people by leleasing all the political piisoners piosceutcd foi terioiisiie 
offences or foi work among the masses without any delay nliatsoeici 

“This Sabha notes nith deep legrct that mspitc of its stnet ndheiencc in all its 
activities to all peaceful methods, charges of violence have been levelled aeauist iis 
noikers and its constituent bodies fiom time to time While the Sabha crophasiscs 
again the need of stiict adheience to peaceful methods, it points as an caincst of its 
policy it has followed to the numeious instances of peasant struggles in Biliai and 
elsewheie in which despite grave persecution including assaults on women as at 
Chitauli in Bihai and Kalinattam m Andhia, the peasant fighters have maintained 
not only a peaceful atmospneie but also stiict diseipline Cases aio not mil nown 
such as in a lecent case in Daibhanga in Bihar, in which rcsjxmsible j ca^ant 
woikers falsely chaiged with violence have been acquitted honoiirablv bv compcicnt 
comts The Sabha reels strongly that this propaganda based on misintoiination is 
motivated by the vested inteiests whoso foundations have been sliakcn iiji bv the 
piesent movement The Sabha regrets that it is not realised tliat such baseless 
charges lesult only in the weakening of the unitj of the Indian people in then fight 
against oppiession The Sabha theiefoie appeals to all who aic vvoiking to desist 
fiom such piopaganda and co-opeiate with it m developing the struggle of Sr per 
cent of the people of India into a mighty and discijilineu foicc tint is bound to be 
the stiongcst factor in the victoiy of the Indian people overexploitation and slavcrj 
AbOLITIOK of ZeVIINDAFI SltSTEM 

“The Sabha reiterates the resolution, passed at its Comilla session that the 
Zamindaii system which has proved to be such an economic waste and which has 
biought about the ruin of millions of peasants must be abolished without paying 
any compensation to the Zemindais and other inteimcdiate landloids 

“The Sabha is glad to note that the opinion that the land belongs to tbc 
cultivatoi and the Zcmindai is only a collectoi of rent is increasingly gaining ground 
The Madias Zemindaii Enquii 7 Committee has declaied the ICisins’ proimetory 
right ovei the land, forests, iiiigation souices and village commons and the rrenner 
of Madras has admitted that the Zemmdai was a public seivant who could be dis- 
missed without paying any compensation In Bengal, the land revenue commission 
has been appointed to inquire, among other things, the question of land proprietor- 
ship By abolishing ‘salami’ and the light of pie emption, the Bengal Goveinment 
has alieady lestricted the piopiietory right of the Zemindars and the logical con- 
clusion of their course, even fiom tuc'Iftgal standpoint, is the ultimate denial of the 
Zemindai's propiietoiship Ihe fcabha places on lecord its appreciation of the work 
of the Andhia Ryots Association and Bengal Kisan Sabha which prepared and 
submitted memoianda to the Prakasam’s Committee and Floud Commission rcsjiectivc- 
ly It was also on the initiatwe of the B P K S , that a conference of rcprescntativ cs 
of all piogiessne political organisations of Bengal including theKnshak I’raja Samiti, 
B P 'f U C and B P C B P and some prominent Congress men adopted a 
rcBolufion of abolition of Zemindan system without comjiensation 

“Ihe -Sabha is pleased to note that the Kisan workei’s in lesjionsc to the resolution 
of the Comilla session carried on intensive propaganda during the last wear for the 
populaiisation of the demand for abolition of Zemindaii without compensation to 
the landloids The Sabha therefore asks all the provincial and local committees to 
concentrate their activities on further intensifying the movemeiit for the abolition of 
Zemindan system and restoiing full rights m land to the actual ISdtivators of the soil 


The Bengal Provincial Political Conference 

36th Sesison — Jalpaiguri— 4th & 5th February 1939 

The Welcome Addpess 

The thirtysixth session of the Bengal Provicial Political Conference iras held at 
Jalpaigun on the 4tli February 1939, under the presidency of S] Sarat Chandra 
Bose S] Charu Chandra Sanyal in the comse of his welcome address said — 
The introduction of Provincial Autonomy was responsible for the sudden 
and excessive growth of communalism which brought in its wake a parochial 
outlook and piovincial jealousies In analysing the various causes which hindered 
the welding of the difierent peoples inhabiting the great sub-continent into a 
homogeneous whole, Mr Sanyal recounted the recent happenings in the Provinces 
administered by the Congress and non-Congress Ministiies He said that “the 
party squabbles in the Central Provinces, firing by police on labourers in Bombav, 
application of the much condemned regulations m Madras to suppress the anti- 
Hmdi amtation, threats on the life of the Premier of Sind and the spread of 
communal differences in the Punjab and Bengal bespoke of ruffled tempers and 
indicated a disturbed atmosphere which were not all conducive to the giowth of 
India as a nation which had been the aspiration and goal of the people” 
“The scramble for the sweets of office the unduly self-assertive and selfish attitude 
of the landlords and businessmen which were gving rise to labour agitation and 
Kison movements could not but weaken a much divided people,” he continued 
Mr Sanyal welcomed the re-election of Mr Subhas Chandra Bose at this 
critical juncture and hoped that under his guidance the Congiess would be able 
to tacMe mana of them and ensuie smooth and haiononious working of the Congress 
programme Turning to the situation that obtained in Bengal, Mr Sanyal 
regretted that political differences and discussions veie weakening the oiganisa- 
tion and leading manv a valued woiker astrav He appealed to all to discard 
the partisan spint which engendered differences and disputes and woik in unison 
for the attainment of the common goal 

The Pbesidextial Addeess 

In the course of his piesidential addiess Sj Sarat Chandra Bose stressed on 
some of the salient pomts as, greater unity in Congress camp, uncompromismg 
opposition to Federation, intensification of the struggle for “Puma Svaiaj” reorien- 
tation of Congiess foieign policy, immediate redistribution of provinces on linguistic 
basis, lelease of all political pnsoners in Bengal and communal unity He depre- 
cated narrow provincialism and appealed to the people to think in teims of the 
Indian nation The Federation of India was the supieme ideal for which every 
Indian should stnve, but the Federation which the Bntlsh Goierament was trvmg 
to foist upon India was only a mockeiy of Federation It had been devised by 
British imperialists for the 'perpetuation of the slavery of India It was, therefore, 
the duty of the nation to oppose its inauguration /Ootli and nail 

Thanking the delegates and membeis of the deception Committee for the honour 
they have done him by electing him Piesidenfe of the Conferenee, Sj Bose thought 
that at the present stage of the national stiuggle, India should make a declaraton 
of her fundamental demands befoie the.-woild, jiresumably on the line of American 
Declaration of Independence. In this.cConnection, he jileaded for the reorientation of 
the Congress foreign pohcy and advised keeping closer touch uith the institutions and 
people who stood for the liberation of humanity “We should let those people and 
nations, who aie svmpathetic inth our national ideals and aspirations, know how we 
could mutually help each othSr ” 

Sj Bose spoke at a cofisiderable lengh on the. proposed Federation He said 
India stood for complete Independence She i\ anted Federation, a federation, of all 
component mdependent^ndian states and provinces and not a federation of «iie type 
which the British impeiialists weie trying to impose upon her In this connection 
he referred to the recent declaration of the Viceroy and said that the Federation was 
sure to be imposed upon the nation very soon, unless there was an organised attempt 
on the part of the jrhole nation to thwart its inauguration In this supreme hour 
of the national crisis, the Congress, the mouthpiece of the whole nation, should sink 
its internal differences and present a_united front to the imperialistic and reactionary 
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forces Though the Congiess hud rejected the federal scheme in the most unmistak- 
able and unambiguous language, he regietted that tlicic Mere some e\cn among 
Congiessmen uho had not been able to make up then mind about the ical issue 

Reviewing the woild situation, he said tliat if a vioild wai broke out, it would 
offer a good oppoitunity to India to win hei independence But he doubted whether 
in hei piesent political situation, she would be able to take full adiantagc of that 
oppoitiinitj The clash between the totalitaiian states and the so-called deraoen- 
cies, he explained, was a clash between the old impeinlism and the new The former 
wanted to oust the lattei fiom the field and gnb it foi themsehes Thercfoie, 
neithei the forraei noi the lattei could come to the help of India ns such , she 
would have to shape her own destiny Foi this she would ha\e to depend upon 
hei own stiength which mainly came fioni hei own teeming millions, from her workers, 
peasants, agiicultuiists and labouieis The Congiess should, theicfoic, place in the 
foiefiont the education of the masses in Congiess ideology with 

a view tc 1 line with oui struggle for emancipation Piocecding, 

S] Bose in the inevitability ot industinhsation of India, whicli 

was not inconsistent with the spiiit of the times India offeicd an extensue 
scope foi industiialisation, like the United States ef Ameiica and Sonet RuE=!ia, on 
account of hei variety and wealth of natiiial lesouiccs Tlieic had been a great 
advance in industiialisation dining die last twenty jcais Theic was, howcici, an 
evil element m this unplanned piogiess, which it would not be ],o«siblc for the 
opponents of industiialisation to control Thus, foi absent c of a plan, the indiistiics 
of the country weie dependent for then piogiess on indnidinl enteiprisc and were 
tending more and more to be controlled bj a paiticulai set of capitalists If this 
tendency, foi which the consemtism ot the canitalists as a class was icsponsiblo, 
were to peisist unchecked, it would be an evil thing foi the couiitiv The onh lemcdv 
to this eiil, in the opinion of the speakci, was the State intioduction and contiol 
of industiy A giaie lesponsibility m this icgaid laj on the Cential and PioMii- 
cial Goieinments in the countiy 

Proceeding, Sj Bose emphatically deilaied that to-day there was no dispute in 
the Congiess about the pohc} The difleiences of opinion that existed weic about 
the Congiess piogiamroe and weie unimportant This, in the speaker’s opinion, was only 
natuial, foi so long as wo had not achicied ficcdoom there could be no scope for 
diffeienccs Congiess would hare to piesent a united fiont for a considerable 
time to come, otheiwise oui efforts foi fieedom might eicn be frustratal 
altogether Turning to the individual pioblems of Bengal, &] Z?o<e lefcrrcd to the 
necessity of her maiching in CO opeiation with othei pi ounces Some there were, 
he said, who thought that no unity between Bengal and the icst of India could 
be possible before the snpeuority and leadciship of Bengal were acknowledged 
The speaker hoped that in the interests of national unity, tlie moie extreme 
provincial demands should be withdiawn In his opinion one such demand was 
the use of the Bengali language as the national language of India This w as an 
idle dream for it should be lealised that inspite of local variations, Hindi was the 
common language of the whole of Noithein India To displace this language and 
intioduce Bengali in its place, the speakei held, was not a practicable jiroposition 
Another consideration was that n6 language could be adopted as a political language 
bj leason of its liteiai? wealth Tfee cuiiencj of a language was clue to social and 
political reasons If, theiefoie, BengHi was not adopted as the national language of 
India, it was no leason for shame oi reschtment in Bengal S] Bose warmlv supported 
the demand for the inclusion m Bengal bf all Bengali speaking areas now included 
in the provinces of Biliai and Assam and dgdnred that the Congress should actively 
support this demand There could be no true federation without this being done 
He also said that all the piovinces should be dislnbuted on a liiigiustic basis 
Bihar, for example should be separated from Ghota Kaepur and should be joined 
with the Hindi-speakmg portion of Cential Piovmccs - 

The second demand of Bengal, the speaker proceeded, was for the protection 
of the social, political and economic lights of Bengalees outside Bengal He thought 
much of the pioblem would be solved if the piovmccs were rc organised on a 
linguistic basis In his opinion, the resolution of the Working Committee of the 
Congiess logudmg recruitment to Government services in Bilfir was a just one 
He also mentioned tint we in Beimal would follow the policy pursued by Bihar or 
the Cential Piorinces with legara to recruitment of Bengalees in the services in 
these provinces Turning to the comjilex internal problems of Bengal, Sj Bo'c enumcra 
ted some of the moie important ones, which were —(1) removal of the poverty of the 
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Bengali agriculturist and labourer, (2) provision of a living for the ‘Bhadralof 
class, (3) unity among the Hindus and Muslims, (4) spread of primary education, 
(5) improvement of lairal areas, (6) bimging all the classes in Bengal to the same 
level of education and economic solvency and (7) release of political pnsoners 
These iveie mtricate pioblems, he said, and could be taken up for solution only 
ivhen the Government of the province -was m the hands of those having the ivill 
and the capacity to tackle them Unfortunately for Bengal, her governance ivas 
now in the hands' of people who did not believe m any radical reform of her social 
and economic conations and who, by their activities, had been blockmg her path to 
progress In the course of a survey of the work of the Bengal ministry dunng the 
past two years, S] Bose said that there was only one item to their credit, even 
according to them This was the amended Tenancy Act, the benefits of which to 
^e agncultunsts were, from the first, questioned by the Congress Party and the 
working of which had fully justified their doubts On the side of debit, Sj Bose 
refeiTed to the Mimstry’s opposition to measures proposed by their antagonists at 
the Bengal legislature, which mcluded, among others, the fixing of a minimum 
price for jute, the purchase of the nghts of landholders, introduction of extensive 
free medical relief, free pnmary education and prohibition Not only that, they 
had also helped and assisted the capitalists and foreigners in all possible ways, as 
was proved bv their support of the Calcutta Electnc Supply Corporation and the 
promulgation of the Jute Ordinance for the convenience of Jute Mill owners 

But the gravest charge agamst the ministry, said Sj Bose, was that they 
had been tmng to keep alive the spirit of communalism m the province by all 
means and methods They were trying to create communal differences where such 
differences did not exist Only a few days ago, a bill for the amendment of the 
Calcutta Municinal Act had been published, which aimed at introducing a 
communal electoiate in the Calcutta Corporation The speaker declared that if 
the fiameis of the Bill persisted in their attempts to cany it out in practice, they 
would face unsunnountable opposition from all true Bengalis— Hmdus and 
Muslims alike Thej might have that iniquitous measure passed in the legislature 
on account of their numeiical supenoiity there, but it was bound to be strenuously 
opposed by all reasonable men 

This was not all Even within their own community they favoured the 
hi<yhei classes and within the higher classes, a particular cotene. This characteristic 
was becomino- moie and more eiident in the matter of appointments to services 
Wuen duiing last August a motion of no-confidence against the Ministi-y nas 
mov^ in the^Assembly, a member mentioned certain names which had amazed 
evervbodv bv reason of the frequency with which the names of relations of a 
certain Minister mopped up Sj Bose lequested the delegates to go through the 
statement issued bv the Public Sen ices Commission in this connection 


Turmno- next to the agitation for the release of political pnsoners, Sj Bose 
said that wh'en the ministry had taken control after the mauguration of Provincial 
Autonoma, it was expected that the detenus and political prisoners would be 
released, but thev paid no attention to it When the Congress took up the 
movement for then release they had a difficult situation to face The repression 
dunn"^ the penod between 1930' and 1932 had so depressed the public that they 
aveie even afraid to mention the political piisoneis, not speak of tning to secure 
their lelease. It took time to remove this feeling of depression, but the agitation 
o-ained full strength since April, 1937 Congi-egsmen did not, and could not admit 
of ana difference between detenus and gpnvicted political pnsoners It was from 
the "conviction that it avas moially avroqg''To keep them in detention after the 
active campaisrn for freedom had .-been suspended that Mahatma Gandhi came to 
Beno-al to confei avith the Bengal Ministry regarding their release As a lesult 
the "detenus had been released.*^ But Mahatmaji’s advice regarding the release of 
convicted prisoners had not been 'fully accepted and nearly 150 woikers nere still 
m rail He wished the comrades behind the pnson bar to know that the Congress 
would spaic no pains to sesure their release This was the reason that induced two 
Conoress members of tho'Assembly to work on the official AdvisoiT Committee in 
connection with the political prisoners’ problem Though some would say that 
«iich participation was Mad in principle, the speaker had agreed to be on the 
Committee m the thoueht that the release of these comrades was a task m which 

it was the duty of every' Bengali to help 

Eefernno-' to fire shortfall of all attempts to solve the manifold problems 
facmg Bengal? Sj Bose said that the only way to success of these attempts was 
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to bring the goieimnce of Bengal into tlie hands of Congrcss-roindcd Bengalis— it 
did not mattei nhcthci thej neic Hindus or Muslims 

In this connection, he obseiied that a change in (he Blinistra in Bengal, 
honevei desiiablc it might be, could not be brought about bv the cfToifs or 
stiategy of a feu j'cisons It uas possible, by influencing a feu members, to 
foicc a victory, but its effects ivere not likely to be lasting A Ministn uhich 
had no common policy and piogiamme could not do real good to the country If 
It uas intended to establish a Ministiy uith a new policy, it uas necessary to make 
organised efloits outside the legislatuie 

The fiist step in such effoita should be, continued S] Bose, to bring about 
Hindu-Muslim nnit^ It uould be no exaggeiation to say that this uas the 
giavest issue in Bengal Communalisfs uerc busy preaching that Bengal Hindus 
uould nevei be able to concede to the Muslims then rights It was up to (ho 
Hindus to gne the he to this propaganda As unfortunatch differences with 
Muslims had been (icated in the province, it uas up to the Hindus to make a 
little saciifico and icmove the lause of misunderstanding The icsult of refusal to 
do this would not be good eicn fiom the aieu -point of communal Hindu intcicsts 

Discussing the leasons of communal ditfcrcnccs, Sj Bose icfcircd to (be small 
peicentage of Muslims in Goicinmcnt services and the i oi city and indcbfcdnc'-s 
of the agiicultuiisfs uho foimcd a majoi pait of the Sluslim community in the 
province and obscived that these had undoubtedly contributed to the mistindcr- 
standiiig with the Hindus Oui clcai duty uas to meet the reasonable ceonomie 
demands of the Muslims as soon as possible It uas from tins idea that (he 
speakci, in his capacity as a Icadci of Inc Congicss paity m the Assembh had 
pioposed a Confeience of lepiesentatncs of all communities to settle the comramial 
lalio in senices This pioposition had been garbled and it was being said by some 
that the Congress Paity ha<i,j«cccptcd the proposal for giving CO jier cent of the 
sei vices to Muslims This uas not true. Bose had actual] v said uas 

‘ '' '”uty was 111 favour, ‘o6rtc<5JiIfi»ent by open competition ihioiuh 

Public Sen ICC Commission, but suggested that out of the 
a fixed pouentage of candidates of Hindu, JIuslim and other 
communities uas to be appointed 

It was tiue, houevei, Sj Bose admitted that the Congress party advocated the 
appointment of a laigei numbei of qualified Muslim candidates in Government 
seivice To object to this would bo foolish communahsra The Bengali middle class 
could not live solely on scivices This uas as tiuc of Hindus as of Muslims, the 
pioblcm of setiuing a living being equally difllcult foi both It uould not be fair 
to favoui Hindus at tbe expense of Bluslims In the long lun, both uould be com- 
pelled to seek otlici occupations to earn a living Bcfeiung to tbe oppressions of 
the landlouls and ‘Maliajans’, Sj Bose said that in the event of a class stiife deve- 
loping 111 Bengal, the Congiess uould side with the needy and the oppressed He 
believed that if the economic demands ueie met, tbe so called cultmai grounds of 
diifeicnec uould haidly mattei Concluding, Sj Bose appealed to the youth of the 
piovince to foiget all nanow scttananism and small interests and to develop a uide 
outlook that would help the cause of fieedora 

Resolutions— SecoM Day— Jalpalgiin— 5th February 1939 
The Naxiosal Dem ind 

The second day’s proceedings ofMm^ Confcicncc uas resumed on the next 
day, the 5th rcbnmrv A icsolution 'condoling tlie deaths of Kcmal Ataturk, 
Idoulana Saukat All, Di fcii BiojeiiuiS* Nath Seal, Principal Ginsh Bo=e, 
S] Himangshu Bose, Sj Nirraal Das, '3Ii Khasnabis, Feikh Eamiruddin 
and Qthei political uoikeis who died dining thc^'dast vear and those who died in 
the Andamans and othci detention camps uas morcd from the Chair The resolu- 
tion uas earned all standing 

A lesolution which was expected to be placed before the Tripun session of the 
Congress on behalf of the Bengal Congress was moved by Sj Narendra Narayan 
ChakrabarUj and was supported by Sj Banktm Mnkhlrji This resolution was 
based on tlic resolution defining the national demands made at the 2Ialdah Contc- 
rence The resolution on the National Demand runs — , 

‘ This Confeience recommends to the Tnpuri session of tlic Indian National 
Congress the following resolution foi its adoption r 

“Self-determination for all peoples is now the universnTlv accepted principle 
m modern world During the last few decades, this principle was applied in 
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parfc or wliole in fclie different countries of the woild, but India has been excluded 
from the spheie of its opeiation 

“In the year 1919 and subsequent thereto on the plea of this pnnciple of 
self-determination the maps of Europe and Asia were re-made and new fiontieis 
were demarcated India with her hoary civilisation, her distinctive culture, 
tradition, history and her fundamental unity was pre-eminently a fit case for the 
application of this principle 

“The people of India now feel that they have been denied this too long. 
They must demand their biithiight forthwith The Government of India Act, 
1935, uhich was enacted by the Biitish Pailiament, is a negation of this principle 
It not only does not provide foi the transference of powei to the Indian people, 
but IS also designed and calculated to strengthen the hold of British Imperialism 
on India < 

‘As such it was rejected by the Indian National Congress at its Lucknow 
session in April, 1936 Since then, vanous developments are taking place The 
provincial part of the said constitution was inaugurated on April 1, 1937 and 
demands are now being made on the side of the "^British Government to impose 
the Federal part of it The Congress repeatedly declared in the most cleai and 
unequivocal terms its attitude of uncompiomismg opposition -ito the Federal Scheme 
‘‘We have reached a stage in our history wlicn it is not enough merely to 
declare our rejection of the Gcrernment of India Aft, 1935 It is time for the 
Indian people to demand in the most iinm’stakable manner a constitution of 
their own making 

‘To this end the Congicss calls upon the British Government to concede 
the principle of self-deteimination to India and recognise in its entirety the 
constitution based on self-deteimination which the Congiess will submit in 
accordance with the popular will This constitution shall Be embodied in a treaty 
between India and Great Biitain which wall define the future relations before 
the two countries The treaty will be diawn up by representatives of the Congiess 
and the Biitish Government and shall he ratified by the Congiess on the one side 
and the British Parliament on the other In the event, however, of negotiations 
between lepiesentatives of the Congiess and British Goveinment bieaking down, 
the Congress will be free to take such measures as it consideis desirable with 
a view to making India’s demand foi self-detei mination inesistible 

“A period of six months should be fixed within which the BiPish Govern- 
ment would be expected to give a categoiicil reply to India’s national demand 
In the event of the reply being unsatisfactoiy and inadequate, or no reply being 
received at all, the Congiess wiU take such steps or lesDit to such sanction as it 
considers necessary in oidei to enforce the national demand In the meantime 
during this period of six mouths, all Congress organisations in the countiy will 
be called upon to take necessaiy steps in Pailiamcntaiy and extia-Pailiamentary 
spheres foi preparing the Indian people for the comuig stiuggle ” 

Sj Naiendra Naiaijan Chakraharty in moving the resolution said that when 
the Independence resolution was adopted by the Congiess seven years ago, it 
opened a new chaptei in the countiy’s stiuggle for freedom The coming 
stiuggle regaiding Fedeiation was going to be anothei turning point The recent 
Congress Presidential election showed the tiend of ptihlic opinion in the countiy 
Theie would be, he stressed, no compromise on thid question 

Miss Leela Aag, jn seconding the lesolufion, said that when England and 
her allies waged the last War, it was said that they weie fighting for self -detei mi- 
nation Indians took them at then woidu and helped them as much as possible, 
but they all knew what rewards Iiiduipsgot for all they did 

Continuing she said that meie ij^ative programme would not cany them far , 
what was wanted w'>s a positive plaij of action which would make England accept 
India’s demands What would.be then plan of action would be decided at the 
Tiipuii Congiess and in order that they might cany then struggle to a successful 
issue, a plan of action they must prepare from now 

Mr Molimddm Khan of Eangpur in supporting the resolution stlji^sed 
the need for organisation throughout the countiy in order to win in the coming 
struggle Sj Barktrn - iluLiicrjee said that it -was_ an idtimatum to the 
British Goveinment to meet then demands They must cieafe such a sanction 
behind these demands as would make it impossible for the British Goveinment 
to refuse They must all get ready' for the coming fight and when the call 
came, men and women must all get leady to plunge into it, iniespective of all 
considerations, personal or otherwise The resolution was passed unanimously 
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PROCEEDINGS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Efxfase of Poimc^i"; 

S] Pratul Oanquly, in e^-State prisoner, Ino^ecl i resolution conflemninp lie 
unsympathetic ifUtudc of the Bengal Goiernmcnt in not ngieeiiif: to the trims of 
of Mahatma Gandhi and S] Subhas Ghandia Bose and not uncoiicritionallj rclc “in"; 
the political piisone s The lesolution asked the people to caui on agitation 
thioughout the countij and the membei of the Asscrabh in the coming sc..<;ion to 
demand the lelease of these pnsoners If the Ministr\ did not agree there niust be 
strong piessuie inside the legislature and agitation thioiiglout the countrj 
demanding the resignation of the Miiiistiy The icsolution asked all proAT('=nc 
associations in the countiy to co operate iiith the Pioiineial Congress Committee in 
this matter The resolution was seconded by fcm Hcinaproia Ahunvidar m d 
Buppoited by &] Somnath Lahirt The 10*^0101100 was passed unanimoush 

ZrMlNEAPS TO GO 

Dr Charu Ch Banerjee Tpoiei a resolution 'calling ip on all progiossiie as 
sociations to co-opeiate nith distiict, sub diiisional and primaiy Congrc~s Committees 
in placing befoie the Land Revenue Commission the needs, griei antes and demands 
of the peasants of Bengal in an adeciuate mannei Dr Banciicc moicd the 
following lesolution on the Land Rcicnue Comission — 

“With a new to piesent in proper form the demands and griei antes of the 
oppressed and impoverished peasants of Bengal befoie the Land Revenue Com- 
mission, this Confeience calls upon all piogrcssivc oiganisations in the Province to 
CO operate with Distiict, Sub-dtvisional and Piimaiv Congicss Committees in laun- 
ching upon a countivvvide campaign 

“In oidei to lelieve the peasants and remove their giicvanccs this Conference 
also luges abolition of Peimanent Settlement and all Zemindan systems in the 
Piovince aftei having paid leasonable compensations to iiaities concerned” 

Mr Hashem AH Beg suppoited the icsolution which was earned unanirooiislv 

JCTE Obdinince 

Dr Sibnath Banerjee moved a icsolution condemning the policy of the Bengal 
Government in not fij-ing the puce of jute and passing the Jute Oidinance whcreliy 
twenty thousand people lost job and thiee lakhs sufTciedloss in income 

The resolution demanded that those who had suflcied bv the lute Ordinance 
should be compensated and also demanded that the puce of jute be fived at Rs 10 
pel mattnd and aiiangement foi sale be made on co-ojiciativc basis The resolution 
e\picssed the opinion that the 40 hours week arnugement would mean more 
unemployment foi woikcrs Mr Abdul Malek seconded the rc'^olution vvhidi was 
passed unanimously 

Excludfo Aiieas 

&3 Biojcndra Hose Choudhury moved a resolution urging that ovclmled and 
backward aieaj in Darjeeling, IJill Chittagong and Mymcnsingh distiads be hi ought 
undei the same system of Goveinniciit as was obtained under the reformed constitution 
in Bengal The icsolution, seconded by Mangal Sn>gk Lama, Praiitran Stngh 
Lama and Janbtr Sabkota, was passed unanimously 

Assam CABisrr 

&j Chttlaranjan Das moved a icsolution congratulating the Congress Coalition 
Goveinment in As'iam which was formed frustiating the Hookcnliull-haaduIIa cons- 
piracy It congratulated the Assam Cabinet on their releasing all political prisoners 
in the Province and on their accepting a salary of Es SCO each 

The resolution requested the Congic^ Alimstry to imjikmcnt the jilcdgc given 
in the Congicss election manifesto and to fuJGl as far as possible the demands of 
the people of Sylhet and Cachai as formulated' by the As^ara B orkers’ Co ordina- 
tion Committee The resolution further requested "the Assam hliiiistn to withdrayv 
the Guiklia soldiers stationed in Bhutipara area and ease the tense situation Tlie 
resdution was sujijiortcd by Maulvi Safruddtn Ahnicd and carried unanimoush 
f'jPSj Pi atap Chandra i/arumdar of IJilli moved a resolution, urging abolition 
Ciandina system of tenancy which was seconded by 8 j Siiresh Das Gupta of 
Bogia and carried 

Mr Abdul Hyat Khan, addressing the Conference, expressed the opinion tint 
if the projiosed reseivation of scats for Muslims to Congress organisations were 
given effect to, they would be accepting the liaimful pnucipic Viliich they hud so 
long been opposing 
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Mr C Gibbons, tlie Anglo-Indian Congress leader, dressed in Khaddar sher- 
•wani, addressing the gathering, said that the Anglo-Indian community was now 
bemg convinced that its interest lay with the progress of Mother India rather 
than with that of England He asked foi toleiation of the slowness of the progress 
of the Congress movement among the Anglo-Indian community and believed 
that if not to-day but, by to-morrow they would be in the first line of defence in 
safeguarding India’s inteiest by becommg the rank and file of the Congress 

Sj Subhas Bose’s Speech 

Eastrapati Subhas Chandra Bose, addressmg the Conference, said that it had 
been very successful fiom evei-y point of view He diew the attention of the 
delegates to the resolution on Fedeiation and national demand adopted at the 
Conieience, which, he thought, was most important 

He remarked that had the Conference passed only this lesolution and nothmg 
else, he would still say that they had duly discharged then duties 

“We want Swaraj for every communiiy and cieed”, added Sj Bose. He em- 
phasised the need of unity in the fight for freedom He suivejed the political 
situation m India with reference to the International Affairs To-dav, he said, 'Im- 
perialism understands that it is on its last legs If not to-day, in the near future, 
it will collapse ’ Eefeiiing to International Affaus, Sj Bose said that the Bntish 
prestige and glory that they heaid of so much in the past weie to be found no 
more ‘ It goes abegging”, he said, “to Beilin and Rome, to Hitlei and Mussolini, for 
solving her problem We must seize oppoitnnities and use to a united body 
to claim Independence,” Continuing, the Congress President said that India was 
not prepared to-day to accept foreign domination because she had come to lealise 
hei strength, both individually and collectively 

Bntish Government could not say that India was bemg ruled to-day according 
to their dictates, whereas Congress could say that Congress had achieved that amount 
of strength which was equal to any ruling ponei Eiery European felt to-day that 
Congress in the near futuie would rule over India If we demand oui lights can 
they m any way stop us ?” he asked 

Eefeiiing to the political awakening that had come to the people m the Indian 
States, Sj Bose said that the flame of imrest noticeable in the States to-day would 
spread to the remotest parts of India and nould spread also the world ovei He 
could realise the gionmg influence and strength of the Congress even m the States 
S] Subhas Bose expressed jubilation and said that foi the first time in the 
history of the Congiess, the members of the Anglo-Indian community are interesting 
themselves m the Congress movement enrolling themselves as Congress membeis 
The British imperialism in India rested on unstinted support it received from the 
communities like those of the Anglo-Indians, the Guikhas, the Punjabis and of the 
Sikhs The last community was no longer regarded safe for the maintenance of the 
Bntish imperialism in India The enthusiasm and interest shonn by the Nepalese 
in attending the Jalpaiguii Confeience both as delegates and voliinteeis showed that 
the Nepalese were no longer to be lulled into ignoiing India s demand Similar 
was the growing attitude of the Anglo-Indian commimity 

He was told that the Bntish Government was going to recnut 40,000 Gurkhas 
in the army This, he was told, was because the British Government could no 
longer pm their faith m certain sections of the Punjabis who weie as restne as any 
other community for upholding the national prestige If these communities were not 
anxious to lend their support to the Bntish impenalism its end could not be in far 
distance Sj Bose critically analvsed both the mternational and the national situation 
and said that every Britishei in India nas well aware that the days of the Bntish 
impenalism in India were numbered and the country was moving rapidly to the 
Congress fold and the Confess admimstiation was nothmg if it was not an admi- 
nistration of the people and by the people’s repiesentatives Their resolution em- 
bodying the national demand and the Federation unmistakably showed what they 
wanted and how they wanted to move m order to realise what the resolution expec- 
ted to achieve Sj Bose hoped that every Congress woiker would prepare himself or 
herself accordmg to the ideal set by the Congress 

After the adoption of the resolutions moved from the Chair regardmg the 
payment of quota to the B P C C , urgmg the Congressmen to learn Hmdusthani 
and the necessity for changing the rules regardmg the Provincial Conference and the 
withdrawal of ban on the Communist party the Conference concluded 
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Annual Session— New Delhi— 13th & 14th March 1939 

Th.e annual session of the Chamber of Pnnces met at New Delhi on the 13tli 
March 1939 under the piesidentship of s Excellenc j the Viceroy In the body of 
the hall sat Hieii Highnesses, membcis of the Chamber, uith then goi^eous flow- 
ing tuibans, while behind them weie the Heii-Appaieut Above the galleiies, sat 
Piime Ministers and other ofiicials of States 

Ovei fifty Puling Pnnces and Chiefs were present Then Ministers and other 
ofiicials were accommodated in a special galleiv, nhile the visitois’ gallenes 
neie packed 

Viceroy’s Opemng Address 

Opening the session, His Excelency said ‘‘Your Highnesses, I am very gl id 
to welcome you again to-day and to say how gieat a pleasure it is to me to have 
this oppoitunitv of seeing you and of piesiding over jom deliberations 

bince we last met, the Chamber has to mourn the loss of many distinguished 
Euleis— His Highness the Maharaja of Alwar, His Highness the Eaja of Sawant- 
wadi. His Highness the Maharaja of Dewas {Senior), His Highnesi the Maharaja 
of Patiala, His Highness the Jlahaiaja of Kishengarh, His Highness the Maharaja 
of Baioda, all of them members of the Chamber, the Maharaja of Sonepur, the Eaja 
of Gangpur, the es-Eaja of Mudhol and the ex-Thakoie Soheb of Dhiol I am 
sure that it will be the wish of all Your Highnesses that we should place on le- 
coid oui deep sympathy with the families of the Euleis whoso names I have men- 
tioned, and that we should wish all happiness and prosperity to then successors 

“I might perhaps mention among those who are no longer with us the names 
of two Pnnces in paiticulai — His Highness the late IMahaiaja of Patiala, who had 
for some ten veais achieied the distinction of being made a Lieutenant General and 
an A D C to His Impenal Majesty the King-Empeior , and His Highness the 
late Maharaja Gaekwar of Baroda Although his Highness the Gaekwar had of late 
years been prevented, by the decline m his health, from takmg an active part in the 
proceedings of this" Chamber, or from spending as long a time as he could have 
wished in his most important State, he had, as Youi Highnesses are all aware, en- 
deaicd himself to his people by his close attention to their inteiests, and he had 
had the insight, in those circumstances, to select a wise and able Dewan, and to 
repose full confidence in him 

“Since the last meeting of the Chamber, the Eaja of Jawar has been vested 
with Billing powers on the termination of his minor itv, and I haie had the jfieasuie 
of recogmsing the successions of His Highness the Blohanja of Alwar His High- 
ness the Maharaja of Dewas (Senior biamh), His Highness the Eaja of Sawantwadi, 
the Thakoie Saheb of Dhiol the Eaja of Mudhol, His Highness the Mahaiaja of 
Baioda and the Mahaiaja of Sonepur I am suie it mil be vour wish that I should 
welcome all of them who aie present to the Chambei to-day 

“Dewan Bahadur Pandit Dharam Naram, Mr Musahib Ala (Udaipui State) 
and Sii E K bhanmukham Chetty were among the representatives of India at the 
meetings of the League of Batious held in 1937 and 1938 respectively Then reports 
will be presented at this session of the Chamber bv His Highness the Chancellor 
“In the interna*^ional ciisis which weighed so heavily on us all in the autumn 
of last yeai, the most geneious offers to place the resources of tlieir States and 
their own services at the disposal of His Impenal Majesty the King Emperor weie 
receiied from \eiy many States Tliose geneious offeis constitute yet anothei jiioof, 
if such were needed of the lojalty and devoTou of the Pimcely Order to His Im- 
perial Majesty the King Emperor and I take this opportunity to exjness my own 
most warm apjireciation to the Pnnces in geneial of those offeis, which were, I can 
assure them, most deeply appreciated 

‘ When I last had the honour of addiessmg Your Highnesses, I lefened to 
the steps which I had taken to assist indiiadual Euleis in reaching a decision in 
legaid to a most important matter — then accession to the Fedeiation of India It 
has taken longer than I could have hoped to clear the ground and to examine the 
numerous points, points of varying importance, raised bj individual Eulers in one 
connection or anothei with the Federal ofer But that work is now c^pletcd 
The points advanced for consideration by the Eulers of the Indian States-^have, 
without exception, been, exammed, and the Federal offer, framed in the light of a 
close and objective examination of those points, has now been drawn up and 
communicated to the States I do not propose to-day to enlarge on this most 
important question I will, only say that the interests of Youi Highnesses and 
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of the Pnnccly Oidei ns n whole and the rcprcsenfntions rIiiiIi hn\c rrnohed me 
hn\e leccued the fullest nnd most snmpnthctic considcrntion T nm content non to 
an lit the icidict of the Eulers , and I nill ndd onl> that the decision nhieh has 
to be taken is one of supicme imi>ortance to lour IIiphnt«=cs, to ^ 0 lIr d>a''stirs, 
and to India and that I feel confident that it mil be approached mth a full scii'-e 
of the hea\y obligition nhicli rests upon yoi in this mattei 

“Foi mjself, closely connected as I ha\c been mth the pre]iaration of the 
Fcdei il scheme, and mth the examination and the elucidation of the \arious joints 
of obsciiiity 01 dilhciilty which have suggested themsehes to Your Ilighnes-es in 
the course of join examination of it, I mil saj no moie to da> than tins— that 

that scheme, to the deiising and the acceptance of •nhich members of \our 

Highnesses ordci picsent hcie to dij contiibiited m so malciial a digicc, icpre-rnis 
the lesiilt of a close and careful examination of this must important qi eslion bv 
the best tilent of India and of Great Biitain While in the natinc of this it m\\ 
have finis and imperfections of its own no one has yet succeeded in deiising a 
moie satisfactoij method of deiling mth the problems which haie ronfronted loin 
Highnesses than the scheme of Fcdeiation embodied in the Act of 1935 

Ad irx'isTi ative PROiirrMS 

‘I am not ignoiant that in icccnt times the Eulers of Tndiin S'-'tes haic 
been passing thioiish, in many cases, a period of stress and difmiilti I ir be 

it flora me to deny that thcic haic been manj cases in which States hue been 

subjected to attacks which weie cntiiely unjustified, attads in which one has hp^n 
unable to tiace any scrupulous iCf.aid foi stiict accniaci, or anj real desire lO 
promote the welfire of the State oi of its people But making all allowance for 
the fact that attacks of that nature hare ticquentlj been made, it i«, I am sine, 
as plain to Yoiii llighnosses as it is to me that it is more tlnn cicr csscntiil in 
the present conditions and in this changing woild in which we luc that the 
authoiities of the Indian States should, without cxcejition, m ikc it their constant 
caie to watch foi and to remedy anv legitimate giicianccs thnt mav exist m the 
adrainistiatno field Yoiu Highnesses will agiec with me that it is cqnallj, as 
clcaily in the intcicsts of all Euleis as it is then pliin and manifest diiti, to 
ensuie by then own close personal interest in the atliiis of then State, in tlic 
woik of then olficials and in the dailj life of then subjects, that those subjects 
hare cause foi content that thej aic not allowed to sufTcr undue exactions cither on 
behalf of the State itself oi at the call of unwoithj oflicials, ind thit ill genuine 
giieiances leoeive jnomjit and active co isideiation It goes without saving that an 
efTectne inachineiv by which the authoiities of the States can satisfy Ihcmschcs 
that all such complaints can rc"dil\ leach the eais of the IJiiibar is an essential 
necessity in the picsent conditions , and "ioin nnrhncsscs will all agree with me tliat 
it IS equally esscntnl that the peoples of the States should feel a‘=suicd that tlicir 
wants then dilhciiltics and then lejncsentations will receive the fullest attention and 
the fullest Bjmpath> whatovci maj be the motives oi the causes undeihing ciituisms 
of, 01 attacks on, the Indian States, the vulneialiilitj of Huikais will obvioiish he 
incicased if anv leguimate giievanees arc left iinicdies<icd foi agitation to csj'loit 

‘‘It IS not to be expected even if evciv cue is taken in those res; Cuts that the 
voice of ciiticism will be stilled No Government in the world can, in these dav- of 
cvci incieasing publicity, of evci incicasing public interest in the conduct of admi- 
nistiation anci in the disposal of the public revenues, liopc foi this But the imjor- 
tance of stating join cases will not have escaped the attention of Youi JIi_'lincs=e<=, 
and theie can be no moie cfieetive method of disj osing of unjustified criticism of 
the administiation of a State than publicitj desitrned to set mit the trie facts 
Thcic aic manv Status which publish adraiiablc administiation lepoits, setting out 
in rlctail the tine condition of atFuis in the State, for all to see 'Jlio^c States, in 
which this piaitice has not vet been adojitcd would I suggest, do well to consider 
the advisabilitj of following the example of then neighbour's in this matter 

EiTorvis St vans 

“Yo II Hi^hnesbcs will have seen the declaritions rcccntlv m'-dc in rarliamcnt 
on Inlisftof Ills ilajistv b Gove nment, declarations which I have mj=clf rej entrrl 
in luibln utteiuicos, in regard to constitutional changes or dcvelopmen's in ihc 
Indian Stitcs Tnosc statements will have made clear the atfiliidc in this matter, of 
His MajCbtv’s Go.c"nmont, which is, I maj repent, that the rlecisioii as to the cons- 
titution lies'- Milted to the needs of his people and his fctate rests with the Euler 
himself to tike, and that no pressure will be brought to bear on him in tins respect 
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by the Paramount Power Nor will any obstruction be placed in bis way by the 
Paiamoiint Powei, should he wish to gi\e effect to constitutional advances consistent 
with his tieaty obligations The actual foim of such constitutional machineiy as a 
Ruler may, in these circumstances, decide to establish in his State must I readily 
lecognize, v aiy according to conditions , and it is obvious that full consideiation 
must be given to local ciicumstances and conditions, and that the vaiiation in those 
local circumstances and conditions may be leflected in a vaiiation in the form of 
constitutional machineiy to be devised or adopted in the case of a paiticulai State 

'But making the fullest allowance for that fact, Youi Highnesses will, I am 
quite ceiiain, agiee with me that the moie peisonal the foim of iiile, the’ gieater 
IS the need for personal touch He who would be the fathei of his people must 
satisfy himself that all classes of his subjects aie given their fan shaie in the 
benefits of his rule, and that an undue proportion of the revenue of his State is 
not reserved foi his own expendituie And the fact that the noimal spheie of 
the activities of a Rulei lies within the foui coineis of his State calls for no 
emphasis fiom me An absentee Rulei, like an absentee landloid, lepiesents a 
condition of affairs that has nevei easily admitted of justification, and that has 
never been moie maikedly the case than in the conditions of tne piesent day 
That there may, on occasion, be leasons, ovei which he has no contiol, which 
make it necessary for a Rulei to absent himself foi a ma'^eiaal peiiod liom his 
territoiy, I, or couise, accept But Your Highnesses, with your long and wide 
experience, will agiee with me that, in such an event, it is essential that the 
Euler, so obliged to be absent fiom the peisonal diiection of affaiis in his State, 
should satisfy himself beyond any question that those to whom he entrusts the 
government of his State aie fully worthy of his confiuence 

Paramount Power’s Position ^ 

As Your Highnesses have lately been assured, the Paiamount Power stands 
ready to suppoit the Piinces in the fulfilment of its tieaty obligations That 
does not, I need not say, foi a moment mean that the Princes themselves are not 
the primaiy custodians of their ancient and illustrious heritage How often has 
it not been impressed on the Piinces of India by those who have had then best 
inteiests at heart tliat they should sink then differences and stand shoulder to 
shouldei foi the good of then States and foi then own happiness and peace of 
mind? Can it honestly be said, looking back as we do to-day over any period of 
years, that much has been achieved in pursuance of that advice? Iheie is no 
class and no community in the woild which does not contain its weaker bretliren 
But, it is, as Your Highnesses well kno.v, the common tendency of mankind to 
geneialise, and one Rulei who ignores the welfaie of his subjects is only too apt 
to be legal ded as an embodiment of all his neighbouis Is it not possible 
that the more fai-sighted Princes should combine to point out to such a Rulei, 
by means of fiiendly advice, the eiior of his ways so that discredit may not be 
brought ujion the entiie Princely oidei? 

“In no ease is the need foi co-opeiation and combination more patent, 
moie jnonounced, and more immediate than in the case of the smallei States’ 
■Those States whose lesouices are so limited as viitually to preclude them indivi- 
dually from pioviding for the lequiiements of then people in accoidance with 
modern standaids, have indeed no othei practical alternative before them I would 
take this opportunity to impress on the Rulers of such States with all the 
emphasis at my command, the wisdom of taking the eailiest possible steps to 
combine with then neighbouis m the matter of administrative seivices so far as 
this IS piicticable In domg so, they can lelj upon leceiving all possible assis- 
tance and advice from me and from my advisers But the need is urgent and 
pressing It calls for piompt action on the part of those concerned, and it is, in 
my judgment, vital m the inteiests of the smaller States themselves that no time 
whatevpi should be lost in taking the necessaiy steps 

“Youi Highnesses, I have touched in the few remarks I have had the jileasure 
of addressing to vou to-day on matters of gieat significance and great consequence 
to the States and to then Eulers. 

“I feel sure that the significance of what I have said will not be lost upon 
you at a moment such as the present, of crucial impoitance in the development 
of the histoiT of India - 1 do not desire to detain you longer this morning 
Let me only again thank.you for the opportunity of seeing you, and extend my 
best good wishes to you for a profitable session and for the successful discharge 
of the business which lies before us ” (Loud applause ) 
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delibex'itions and replying to the speech -n-hich His Escelleney made 
yesterday 

“We desire at the outset to express our gratitude for the irelcome rrhich 
you have so kindly extended to us,” said His Highness “and to thank Your 
ExcellencT for the courtesy ivith which you have listened to us and piesided over 
our deliberations” 

Referring to the offers made by the Pnnces during the September crisis to 
place the resources of their States and their own services at the disposal of His 
Slajes^v, the Chancellor said, “These offeis were made m no comcntional or 
bargaining smnt Thes meant to us the fulfilment of our obligations to the Crown, 
which are our sacred heritage and which we, on our part are determined to 
maintain ” “Your Excellency ,” continued the Chancellor, “made a reference to the 
revised draft of the Instrument of Accession and to the vexed question of Federation 
as embodied in the Government of India Act of 1935 Your Excellency would not 
expect within a month or so of the receipt by us of the reused draft of the 
Instrument of Accession and the c-onnected papers, with all the mtricate, legal 
and other questions involved any definite indication of our views at this stage 
Moreover, as expected, the States ha\e been allowed a period of six months withm 
which to gl^e their replies and the final decision in this matter must, as Your 
Excellency Has said, lest with the indmdual Rulers concemed We can, however, 
assure Youi Excellency that we ful'y appreciate the importance of our verdict in 
this matter to ourseUes, to our dynasties and to India and aie approachmg it 
with a full sense of the responsibility which rests upon us 

“In the examination of this question at this last stage of negotiations, it is 
our duty, Youi Excellency will doubtless apprev.iate, to apply ourselves dispas- 
sionately to the question as to how far, undei the revised Diaft of the Instrument 
and the Government of India Act of 1935 and anv further amendments to that 
Act with the eflect, in actual working, of the safeguards for the protection of the 
legitimate rights of the States embodied therein, it will be possible for us and 
oui successors, in the fast changing circumstances of the country, efiectively to 
discharge our triple obligation to the Crown, to our States and to India 

“Moreover, we hare to examine carefully and to ensure that the power of the 
State to develop their natuial resources remains unaffected and that the financial 
implications of the scheme leave us sufficient margin to balance our budgets and 
to provide funds for the growing and legitimate need of impiovements in, and 
raising the standard of, oui administrations and m dei eloping beneficent activities 
Thereafter, we shall not hesitate to express freely and fianklv what we may 
decide Your Excellency has referred to the need of ceitain administrative Reforms 
in the States We fully 'endoise the view that lmpro^ements in the administrations 
of States should emanate from the Eulers coaceiucd uherever they may be needed 
We recommend this course, not as a political expedien v but as a sacred duty 
resting on us as Euleis We have more than once gi.en sympathetic consideration 
to the various aspects of this question and recognise tmt our greatest "sset is the 
happiness and contentment of our peoples, and that no possible effort towards 
this end should be sprred by us m ensuring the progress and prosperity of our 
loyal and devoted subjects Theie is a clear distiiution, however, between matters 
relating to improiement in administration and trie question of Constitutional 
Reforms in the States We claim that the de,.ision nith regard to the form 
and extent of Constitutional Reforms m the Sta*^eb must rest solely with the 
indiMdual Rulers concerned 

“Tlie Indian Princes arc not averse to progress in tlieir States with due 
regard to local conditions and resources, and tire record of derelopment of the 
beneficent activities in their States is the best p’ oof of their ton a ^ /cs We 
deny, howeier, the nglit of any party from' outside to dictate to us or to coerce 
us 'in the matiei of Constitutional Reforms ■nithiuour States Such short-sight^ 
attempts cannot but retard the pace of erolution in the States, disturlT the 
traditional good rePtions between the Rulers and their subjects and create an 
atmosphere of estrangement between the various regions of this country, which 
IS 'fraught with serious consequences to all concerned. Wo have been reassured 
by the declarations recently made in Parliament on behalf of His Majesty s 
Government and repeated by Your Excellency making it clear that ‘the decision 
as to the Constitution best suited to the needs of his people and his State rests 
with the Ruler himself to take and that no pressure will be brought to bear on 
him in this respect by the PMamount Power’ 
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“We are equally grateful for the assinancc in Tour E\rtllcnra’b nddic's 
^vlllch r^ill be gcncially ueltonied bj the States that the Patamouiit Poucr 
stands ready to support the Princes in the fiiiriliucnt of its Ircrtr obligition'' ’ 
We feel confident that no reasonable leison or oiganisation ubicli st iiuK for 
the sanctity of pledges would c\pect of the Cioun not to implement its pledges 
to the Princes both in letter and in sj iiit 

“Your Lscellenca, wc realise, second to none, the iinpoilanee at the pic=cnt 
juncture, of protecting the good name of the whole Prim eh Older It is om 
arm to help to bring about a state of afTiirs in which criticism may find no 
justifiable ground for censuie, for wre leilisc that our uscfulncsb to our sub]o< ts 
as well as to India and the Eniiiie is directly dependent upon the ability of 
each and eieiy State to disclnigc the icsponsibilities which icst iqon it 

“Your Excellency will, howerei, appieciatc that theic is no gicaicr impediment 
to good goiernment in a fctatc than the weikening of its Euler’s aiithoiiti let 
Buen a weakening must inciitably lesult, if unjustified attadsarc oj enly made 
against the established Gosciimicn's of the States and cicn doubt ib thrown uj 0,1 
the scope of the Euler’s soieicignty We can assuie Tour ExcclleiHC that the 
vaiious suggestions of administiative Eefoims, where they ate needed and to 
which you have refeircd in the course of your addicss arc ven liclj ful and bare 
been receiving the anxious consideration of the Goicinments of the States 

“Moicovci, while we do not object to fan and bonabdc tntici'^m, it is inron- 
tioicitible that in many cases as Tour Exccllencx has nnniked in xoui nddrec-, 
we have been subjected to attacks whuh weie cntncly unjustified attacks in wlin h 
one has been unable to ti ace any scuijmlous rcgaul for stiict acciiric,, oi iny 
real desire to promote the wellaie of the fct ite or of its jcojlc’ It is tlcic* 
fore, not unnatural that the States should expect due piotcc'ion agnnst sin h attaik" 
In some of these attacks, it has been insinuated that the Piinics aic (On«piriiiL m 
a body with the Paianiount Power to icsoit to a dclibcintc c imiiiign of ici'ic'-bion 
and reaction in the Slates Your Excellency and Your Uigliiic«scs know that U is 
a baseless insinuation which we unequnoially rejmdiate On the other hand, we 
can emphatically declare that God willing, the Indian Piinccs shall not ho found 
wanting in any reasonable contribution which they may bo called ujion to male 
in the dischaige of their obligations to the Crown and towauls the oideicd ]nogrc«s 
of then States and tbeii motlicilaiid 

“Your Excellency also icfciied in xoni address to the need for the smaller 
States, with limited resources to coojiciato and combine in matters of admimstia- 
tion so far as it may be piacticable Ibis qucs'ion needs ciicful considciation from 
all the viewpoints involved, and relying on Your Excclleiicv’s knowledge and res- 
pect for the traditions of the Indiin States, and for the j'lcdgcs given to the States 
—big and small- m successive authoritative pronouncements, guaiantccing Ihtir in- 
ternal autonomy and intcgnty, we take it as undeistood that Tour Lxecllcnev’s 
suggestion is intended to encouiagc cooiiciation, on a voluntary ba=is and to tlie 
extent that the States find it practicable having duo rcgaid to local conditions, in 
certain seivices of administiation piovidcd that the integrilv ’ ‘ 

the States concerned is not impaucd In order to encourage 
on the aforesaid basis, it is essential that the combination should be cntirch volun- 
tary and not iigidly limited to the geogiajibical boundaries of a group, so that it 
may inspire mutual confidence and trust which alone can cnsuie smooth woiking 

“Your Excellency has also been pleased to emphasise the ncctl for nnitv 
amongst our Older We giatefully appreciate the sincerity of tl at advac and 
fully endrose it ourselves In this connection, it is a mattei of genuine gratifica- 
tion that gcncially the Piinces of India— big and small— st ind united to dav behind 
the reorganisation proposals which have been adopted bx this Chamber ana blcs-cd 
by Your Excellency We feel confident that this stcji will help us to stand united 
as a team in the discharge of our obligations to the Crown, to India and to the 
btates” 

Review of Chambers Work 

The following is the statement presented h\ If H the Chancellor reviewing 
the work done by the Chamber of Princes duiing Jhe last two years — 

Y’'our Excellency, Your Highnesses, — The dofv of jircccnting this review of 
work since the last Chamber session should ouhnaiilv have devolved on our 
late lamented and popular Choucellor His Highness tl o late 'laliaraja fralnb 
of Patiala, but his sad and picraafurc demise dej rived us of hi= charming and 
couiagcous leadeiship at a time when he was most needed In Pebruarv, IICS, 
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His late Highness called ns to an infoimal meeting of the Standing Committee 
at Delhi, But at the last moment he was himself unavoidably detained owing to 
indisposition and he chaiged me to conduct those meetings on his behalf Soon, 
thereafter, that great and histone personality passed away, and it left me no option 
but to carry on within my limitations, the duties of the Chancellor 

Befoie reviewing the work done since the last Chamber session, it is my 
pamful duty to refer to the great loss which the Empire, India and the States 
have suffered through the tragic and untimely demise of His Excellency the late 
Lord Braboume. Durmg the bnef period that he was the Viceroy and President 
of our Chamber, in Your Excellency s absence on leaie, he gave proof of his 
sympathy and goodwill for the States The Braboume Stadium m Bombay will 
remain a fitting tribute to his interest in sport in India and for his many qualities 
and his charming personality he shall be remembeied by his many fnends in 
this country We shall be grateful if Your Excellency uould be pleased to 
convey our deepest sympathies to Lady Braboume in hei gieat loss 

Ho formal session of the Chamber of Piinces could be held in the year 
1938 I have, therefore, to make a statement to-day regaidmg the work done 
during the last two years, namely for 1937 and 1938 

The period under review was marked by much spade woik by the vanous 
committees The following Committees met during the year 1937 and 1938 — the 
Military Officers Committee, the Eailway Experts Committee, the Standing 
Committee of hlinisters, the Special_ Committee of Mmisters on the question of 
retrocession of jurisdiction over railway lands, the Special Committee of Mmisters 
on the question of settlement of boundary disputes, the Eeorganisation Committee, 
the Criteria Committee, the Special Committee of Ministers on the question of 
appointment of shares in the proceeds of the surcharge on petrol of Indian States, 
the Fmance Committee to define the financial powers of the Chancellor and the 
Standmg Committee, the Special Committee appomted to scrutinise the financial 
Xiosition of the Chamber Fund and the Special Committee of jMinisters to examme 
the Indian Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 1938 

In these meetings, vanous matters of long-standmg importance were examined 
and brought to a stage nearer settlement Moreover, four informal meetmgs of 
the Standmg Committee were held m February, June, November and December 
of 1938 and one formal meeting of the Standing Committee was also held in 
December last 

I shall now recapitulate the progress made durmg these two years with 
regard to certam important matters 

(a) The question of attachment of British liaison officers to Indian States 
forces imits in the event of civil disturbances in the States has been satisfactorily 
settled and the amendments proposed by the Standmg Committee to the relevant 
memorandum of the Government of India have been adopted 

(b) The old pendmg question of the restnctions imposed by the Government 
of India on the manufacture and export of salt by Durbars was also examined 
This exammation showed that no restrictions existed which were contrary to the 
stipnlations of a treaty or agreement with the concerned States and that most of 
the States had no grievance on the subjecu The question was, therefore, dropped 

(c) The question was also taken up, that whereas attested copies of judicial 
documents granted by a court in British India were admitted in evidence m State 
courts, attested copies granted by Indian States’ courts were not so accepted by 
courts m British India, unless they were countersigned by the Pohtical Officer 
concerned, notwithstanding the fact that the Indian Evidence Act had been 
adopted by almost all the States The Political Secretary has intimated that 
authorisation under Section 79 of the Indian Evidence Act, which had already 
been granted in suitable cases would appear to meet the object in view This 
information was accordmgly circularised to all the States 

(d) The question of riparian rights of Indian States, which had been pendmg 
settlement for a number of years, received -further consideration and it was decided 
that as Section 130 to 134 of the Government of India Act, 1935, dealing exclusively 
with uater disputes offered a reasonable compromise, it was not necessary to 
proceed with the matter any further. This question was accordingly dropped. 

(e) A satisfactory settlement was also reached over the question of extraction 
fo criminals between the Indian States and British India of which Ce d^ails 
were notified to the States through a circular on the subject issued m July, 1938 

(f) The question of appointment of the shares of Indian States in the pro- 
ceeds of the surcharge on petrol was ongmally decided after negotiations between 
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the Government of India and the Chamber of Pnnccfa Complaints were, howeicr, 
received from a large number of States, against the icMScd formula of distnbiitions 
of surcharge among the Indian States, -whose }elrol consumption dining the ^ear 
■was below one lakh gallons The matter was caiefulh examined and it appeared 
that certain difficulties suggested bv the States concerned wcic rcallj genuine 
and desen ed to be remoied The matter was ncioidmglj taken up at the last 
foraial meeting of the Standing Committee, when the Politn i! Sccrctaij iiUiraatcd 
that the suggestions made would be c\amined with the helj) of the Goicrnment 
of India Deputment concerned Let us hope that a catisfactoij solution of the 
difficulties of the States will be found as eaily ns possible 

(g) The extiadition airangemcnts between the States and Burma, after its 
separation fiom India, were settled on the basis of status quo, through an 
Oidei-in Council undei the Fugitnc Offendcis Acts of 18S1 and 1913 

(h) The question of the icorganisalion of the Indian States Forces was 
thoroughly examined by a Committee of Ministcis undci the re=ouuefnl chnnmaii- 
ship of Nawab Simad A’ai Jung, Aimj Secictaij to H E H the h.t/am’h 
Goveinment, Hjderabad Ihe report of this Committee was latci tonsideud bj 
the Standing Committee In the meantime, the Chatficld Committee came to India 
to considei the Indian Defence Reorganisation Plan, and to iinestigalc into the 
military and financial aspects of the problem of Indian Defence 

We were invited to meet the Cbatfield Committee in ordei to apjinse 
them of the general viewpoint of the States on matteis witlim the terms of reference 
of the Committee, The Standing Committee appointed a sub committee consisting 
of Their Highnesses of Bikanei, Patiala and mjscU to meet the Clntlield Comniittce 
We met them ui January last and fianklv urged the States’ point of view The 
Chairman and menibeis of the Committee seemca to appicente fully ihe iinnortancc 
of the States in any scheme of Indian Defence and Bvm!)alhctieall> listened (o all 
we had to tell them Let us hope that the iccommcnciations of this Committee will 
soon help to place the defence sei vices of India and the States on a proper fooling 

(i) A resell ation was made in 193G, excluding the States fiom the internatio- 
nal obligations undertaken under the Slaveij Convention Eaquiiics made from the 
States, however, went to show that no slavety existed in Indian States and that the 
position in regard to forced labour did not compaic unfavoiirabli with tint of 
Biitish India The lesenation of 192G was accoidingly eliminated 

(]) The position as regards ictrocession of jurisdiction over nilwav lands, 
together with allied matters, was also pursued further Some of the jiendin,? ques- 
tions have satisfactoiily been settled and relev int notifications and ciiculars have 
alieadj been issued to the States A few impoitant questions aie still under active 
negotiations and it is hoped that thej will, before long, be settled with due regard 
to the lessonable viewpoint of the States 

(k) The important question of the reorganisation of the Chamber of Princes, 
BO as to make it fullj icpiesentative of the big and small States was al-o taken up, 
and It is gratifjing to note that the proposed Scheme was adopted, without an^ 
dissentient, by a veiy leprescntative confeicnce of Rulers and reiireseufativ cs of 
States held in Bombay in November, 1938 

I shall refer to the scheme in detail when the draft resolutions regarding the 
proposed reoiganisation of the Chamber of Piiiiecs come up for consideration 

The Standing Committee resolved to commcmQrnte the eminent sen ices of 
Their late Highnesses the Maharaja Scindia of GwaliorTind the Maharaja Tam Sahib 
of Nawanagar, bj putting up then portraits or busts in the hall of the Chamber of 
Princes In this connection, Their ’ '■ ‘'achin, Mondi Bihspnr and 

Dungarpur issued a joint appeal of Es 200 each from the 

mcmbeiB and rejnesentative mem ost of these memorials As 

expected, the resj onse to this appeal has been verj encouraging and within a couple 
of months, a sum of Rs 9,200 has alreadv been received from the various States 
We are grateful to Tour Excellency foi approving the proposal to set up busts of 
Their late Highnesses, which was our prefeience also, and wc Ehall be further grate- 
ful if Your Excellency will be pleased to issue the iiceCH'ary directions for tlic 
Btnictural changes necessary foi this purpose. I feel confident that the proposal will 
meet with unanimous approval 

The proposed enlargement of the Chamber of Ptinces, through the inclusion of 
new members in their own right, who are entitled to it on well defined tests, has 
also reached the final stages of negotiations In the review of work at the last 
Chamber session by His Highness the then Chancellor it was pointed out with 
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regard to this question, that the Gorernment of India treie aivaiting unanimons 
expiession of opinion fiom the Piinces We have fortunately succeeded in making 
lecomraendations at our Bombaj Conference rnthout any dissentients 

We hope and lequest that a sampathetic and satisfactory settlement of this 
long pending problem may now be m ide as eaily as imssible Last but not the 
least, this period has iiuolved very heary flow* of coirespondence, in which 
advice sought had to be gnen to vaiious States on m'^nv pressing problems 

This concludes the renew of the mam noik done during these two years The 
results achieved are the fruits of joint effort on which I wish to offer m 3 grateful 
thanks to Youi Excellency as our President and to m 3 ' colleagues of the Standing 
Committee I am also obliged to my friend, the Hon Sir Bertrand Glancy, his 
Joint Secret ary and to his Department for their valuable assistance and advice 
Lloreover, T vish to record my genuine appreciation of the Standing Committee of 
Ministers, of the various othei Special Committees and of the Chancellor’s Secretary 
and his staff who have all made substantial contributions towards achieving these 
lesults 


Joint Conference of Princes & Ministers 

The importance of the joint action on the part of the Princely Older both in 
regard to Federation and constitutional and other refoims in the States, was stress- 
ed by His Highness the Jam Saheb of Nawanagar, Chancellor of the Chamber of 
Princes, presiding at a joint confeience of Indian Piinces, lepresentatives of certain 
Eulers and States’ Ministers at the Taj Mahal Hotel, Bombay on the lOtli June 1939 

The conference was attended by 50 Princes, about 50 representatives of States 
authonzed to repiesent their Eulers and about ten other Ministers and secretaries 
A message from His Exalted Highness the Hizam wishing success to the meeting 
was read at the confeience 

After Eis Highness the Chancellor had sjioken, Their Highnesses of Bikaner 
Dewas (Junior Branch), and Panna addressed the confeience Sn Akbai Hydan, 
Mr Madhav Eao of Mysore, Mr Zaidi of Eampiii and Sir Zutshi of Eewa ex- 
pressed their views with regard to the general and political aspects of the revised 
draft of the Instrument of Acccession 

In his speech Hts Highness the Chancellor said ‘'The rejiiesentative 
nature of our gathering is a clear proof that we are fully alive to the import- 
ance of the issues which await our decision We meet at a cntical time The main 
item for our consideration is the revised draft of the Instrument of Accession and 
connected papers Foi years our repiesentatives have collaborated with the lepie- 
sentatives of His Majesty’s Government and of Biitash India to evolve a satisfac- 
tory scheme for an All-India Federation Thioughout those discussions we made 
it clear that our willingness to consider entering such a scheme would depend on 
the effective inclusion, in the final picture, of the essential safeguards and conditions 
which we have consistently urged 

‘‘The final picture of the federal scheme under the Government of India Act, 
1935 16 now before us and withm the next two months we aie called upon to signi- 
fy oui willingness to accede 01 not to accede to Federation on the basis offered 
under the revised draft of the Instrument of Accession The importance of our 
decision in this matter to, the States, to India and to the Empire cannot be over- 
emphasized, and therefore an 3 ' decision that we may reach here must be based on 
the fullest possible appreciation of our giave responsibility m the matter, 

‘ff'he examination of the revised draft of the Instrument of Accession and 
connected papers was in the first instance, referred to the Hydan Committee This 
committee included on it some of the most experienced and trusted Ministers of 
the States and it had the privilege of having a distinguished chairman in that 
veteran statesman, the Et Hon &r Akbar Hydan, whom I am glad to welcome 
here m our midst I feel confident that you will all join me in expressing our 
grateful appieciation of the signal service which this committee has lendered to the 
States, to India and to the Empire by its constructive, courageous and far-sighted 
report on this very delicate question * 

‘’An important conference of Ministers met recently in Gwalior under the 
chairmanship of Sirdar 0 S Angre to examme the revised draft instrument and 
they forworaed their report to me, as the Chancellor, for ciiculation to States so 
that it may be recognised that the Chamber is the tribune of all States, big and 
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small wliatc^er their regions or nows The Gwalior Report has been a helpful 
contribution, for which our appieciation is due to the chairman and members of 
this conference It is gratifying to note that on the main issues invohed, the 
Hydari Committee and the Gwalior Conference, shorn of the pudding of confusing and 
changeable legal opinions, haie independently reached almost identical conclusions 

“You will be glad to learn that yesterday afternoon the Princes assembled in 
Bombay met among themsehes and came to the unanimous conclusion that thca 
regaid a generally affreerl line of action amongst the States essential to the cflicacy 
of any decision \ hidi maa be reached bv this confcience 

“It should be the eudcaiour of this confeience to bring the States to a com- 
mon formula with regard to their line of rcplv, so that the future policy 
assures the integrity of units, the unity of India and the ordeicd progic=B of the 
country as a self-goierning and autonomous Dominion of the British Commonwealth 

“I would be fading in ra\ duty at this conference, if I did not refer to certain 
important questions which are of gencial interests to the States The first point to 
which I Wish to lefer is the question of internal refoims in the States 

“It is gratifying to note that the Rulers and Goicrnmcnts of larioiis States 
have already announced constructive icforms and progiammes of boncficient actui- 
ties for their States, while in vaiious other cases, the proposed reforms arc actively 
leceiving the consideration of the States’ authoiitics coiiceined, with due rcgaul to 
locil conditions and resources It is obvious that no genuine well-wisher of the 
States can icasonably advocate anv cvact pattern of constitutional oi adminisfrative 
reforms or a unifoim pace of progicss for one and all the States The course of human 
events cannot very well be shaped to an e’lact model of the articles manufactured 
in a factory lean, however state with confidence and authority that God willing, the 
Indian Rulers will not be found wanting in any xcisonible and generous contribu- 
tion which they may be called upon to make towaids the oidcicd progress of the 
States, and of then mothciland 

“In this conuPMon, though the question of reforms within individual States 
rests piiraanly with the Rulers and Governments of the States concerned, the 
Rulers in their meeting yesterday have unanimously denned to icconimcnd to the 
individual States tlic desirability of testing their adrainistiations, where needed, 
with the following basic tests — 

(A) That special efforts should be made to have (I) clear and codified laws 

ensiiiing a leign of law for the Sta‘ " ' piopcrly manned bv qualified 

law giaduatcs or by poisons with tiaimng and integrity and 

(HI) efiicient and adequate police foicc supciviscd by competent ofiiccrs with effec- 
tive modem aims and equipment 

(B) That, uiilc'S alicadj done, thoie should be a clcai demarcation between 
the personal evpcndituie of the Ruler and the State cvpendituie, and the foimcr 
should be fived on a leasonablo basis as resolved by the Chamber of Princes 

(C) That five or ten years piogiamme on a clcir cut plan shoiild be prepared 
foi tlie beneficent activities in the States, such as education, medical relief, agncul- 
tuie, health, load development, etc 

(D) That the States Government should keep m close touch with the latest 
amclioiativc legislat on in Biitish India and the Indian States, which may he 
suitible to then local conditions, such as indebtedness relief and give it prompt 
consideration 

(E) That the advisability may be considered of issuing a standing order 
within oiu States to the cftcct that aiiv bon ifidc comi>laint =upjior(c<l on per=onal 
knowledge bv certain prescribed mimbcr of disinterested local Stale subjects of 
good repute resident in the aica concerned allejring corniplion oi undue liara'-smcnt 
against any Stitc onitial, shall be duly inquuca into 

“let It not bo undcistooil, however, that I icgiid the criticisms generally level- 
led with rcgaid to (he 'foicsaid points against the States adiniiiisfralions often 
wifliout adequate enquiries as justified On the othci hand, 1 cmphalicalh supjiort 
theremuks of llis rxecllciicy the Y^l^eTO^ in his opening addrc'-s at the last 
Chambei session to the cflcct that it can not be denied ‘there hav e been main cases in 
which the Stales have been subjcited to attacls which vvere entireh iinfoundecl’ 
Ncvcrtliclees a Ruler aceoiding to oiii traditions, is great not bv what he gives 
with due recard to the genius of his people, and no fdsc notion of prestige ncc-d 
dispuacle ns fiom removing the legitimate grievances of anv ol our jeoj'le and 
from making oui fullest j ossiblc contribution to maintain the reign of law and 
ordered progress within oui fctates 
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“It must, however, be recognized by all true fnends of the States that there 
IS no greater impediment to good Government and reign of law in a State than 
the weakening of its Riilei’s authority , and furthermore, that m the sphere of 
reforms, prudence and farsight often enjoin even on the most enthusiastic and liberal 
admimstrator the duty of paying due regard to local conditions and resources 

‘ Your Highnesses and gentlemen, the organization which deserves our consi® 
deration is that of subversive movements organized by a section of Bntish Indians 
against certain States This recent unfortunate and unwise tendency, if allowed to 
develop, must inevitably result in engendering bitterness and hostility, and prove 
detrimental to the unity and ordered progress of India I have no* desire to be 
invohed m purely British India questions or controversies, but I feel that Mr 
Gandhi’s recent statement recommending suspension of mass civil disobedience in 
the States and the recent public utterances of Bn Sibandar Hyat Khan emphasizing 
the need of respecting the integrity of the States, are steps in the right direction 
uhich, if acted upon in a genuine spirit, should assist in improving the relations of 
States and Biitish India, which must be the desire of every patriotic Indian 

“In this connexion, the responsibility of the Paramount Powei is particularly 
great, and the eyes of the States, and of law-abiding sections of Bntish India are 
critically set on Simla, to see how far they would permit the terntories of States, 
guaranteed under solemn pledges of the Bntish Crown, to be iniaded by subversive 
elements fiom British India ” 

Referring to the question of cooperative grouping of States for certam adminis- 
trative purposes the Jam Saheb after stating that the raattei had already been 
discussed said, “As the question is of an All-India importance, the Standmg Com- 
mittee of Princes have appointed a special committee of Rulers ivith majonty of 
those primarily concerned with this question, m order to see how far the vanous 
proposals now made are reconcilable with the soiereignty and the autonomy of the 
States concerned in accordance with the position taken up by the Princes m their 
reply to His Excellencj the Viceioy’s openmg address to the last Chamber sesbion ” 

KESOLUTIOKS 

The Conference was hold for three days and concluded on the 12th June after 
passing a resolution virtually rejecting the present Federal scheme as envisaged m_the 
revised draft Instiiiment of Accession, circulated among the Princes a few months 
ago The following is the text of the resolution adopted by the Conference — 

“The Conference of Princes and Ministers assembled at Bombay, having 
considered the revised draft Instrument of Accession and connected papers resolves 
that the terms, on the basis of which accession is oSeied, are fundamentally 
iinsatisf ictory in the directions indicated in the rejioit of the Hydaii Committee 
of Mmisteis and confiimed by the recommendations of the Gwalior Conference 
and aie theiefore unacceptable 

‘ At the same time, the Conference records its belief that it could not be the 
intention of His Majesty’s Government to close the door ‘on an All-India 
Federation ’’’ 

The Hydan Committee Report 

The Hvdari Committee on Federation which met in Bombay in April 1939 under 
the chairmanship of Sir ALbar Hydan, Prime Minister, Hyderabad State, came to 
the conclusion that the terms of the draft Instrument of Accession were unsatisfactory 
from the point of view of treaty rights, rights of internal administration and the 
economic rights of the States The Committee suggested modifications in the 
draft on these three points, 

The Committee in its report reiterated its conviction that “there is in fact no 
alternative ideal for India except that of an All-India Federation, provided it ensures 
all the essential safeguards advocated by the Committee and offers effective assurance 
of continued autonomy and int^rity of the States ” 

The renort added “The Committee comes to the unanimous conclusion that 
the draft Instrument of Accession and other drafts circulated on the basis of which 
accession is offered are fundamentally unsatisfactory in the directions noted by it 
The Committee finds it difficult to believe that it is the intention either of His 
Majesty’s Government or the Government of India to close the door on Federation 
If the vital matters, to which the Committee has drawn attention, can be satisfac- 
torily adjusted, the Committee is of the opinion that there would then exist a satis- 
factory basis on which accession could be concluded by individual States with due. 
regard to the particular interests of each.” 
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Eefemng to tlie general clauses of the Instrument of Accession, the Ha dan 
Committee points out that ivlule in the former diaft mstniments, there uas a limi- 
tation on the exercise of the oxeoutiie authoiity of the Fedor Uion in the Stitc, 
that limitation has now been omitted in the reused diafts 'Ihe Committee em- 
phasizes that the limitation icfencd to coircctlj stated the iiosition hitherto undet- 
Blood by His MajesU s Goiernment and the States and that as a inittei of foim, 
It was corieet and was based on a leleiant section of the Goieuimcnt of India 
Act, 1935 

The Committee states that in the course of its discussions it was pointed o it 
that some States stion^ly faaouied the fuither inclusion m the insiiuineiit of 
the tuo clauses dealin„ nith the sepaiation of pa amoantej fiom the I'cdeia! sphere 
and vice versa 

With rcgaid to the question of defence, the Committee is of the Ojanioti tint 
the position lias not been made as clcai as it should Inic been in such a \i’al 
mattei The Committee dots not feel eiitiielj satished that this obliguion of Ihc 
cionn to the fetates and lelationship icgarding panmouiitcj mil icnnin unaflc^lcd 
by accession without appiopriite limitation 

Dealing mth customs, the Committee consideis that aiij limitation on the 
powei to altei the existing late cannot be acce itcd bj the iStitcs conccincd, wlulc 
the amendments now pioi’Osed are a leieisal of past donsioiis of i ntil clnrictci 
and had been pioposed without giving the States likely to be effected cicii an 
opportunity of stating then objections tlieieto 

As legaids railways the Committee states that despite the iminoiement effcctcil 
in the piesent position through the piovision of the Eailway 'Iiibunil, the sugges- 
tion of unqualified accession to that item in the Fedcial list goes far betond nn\- 
thing which the fetates haie cvci contemplated 

TJndei the item ‘•Excise duties” the Committee states that in the matter of 
finance, its news aie well-known It was pointed out that the date fi\cd, inracly M irch 
31, 1937, foi deciding whcthei a btate should be allowed to retain ana item of cvcisc 
reienue must opeiate harshly upon its financial lesouices That date should be the 
date of the inauguiation of Fedeiation and if and when the distribution of excise duty 
among the fedeiating units takes phcc by fcdeinl legislation, the States concetned 
shall not leceive less than what at the adient of Fedeiation, they will be entitled to 

Ihe Committee consideis that the proposed administration ngieemcnt falls 
fai sboit of what had been contemplated throughout the discussions The picscnt 
diaft does not ensuie that administration of federal laws will be resell ed to the 
States 

The Committee news with great concern the pioposed amendments to entnes 
relating to customs and the pioposal to insert a new action in the Govenimeiit of 
India Act 

Eefeiiing to treaty iigh s, the committee states that at picscnt a treaty light 
cannot be extinguished by the unilateial action of one unity It feels that it will 
be a iciy senous change in the status of tieaty rights, if, through accession, thci 
aie to be so extinguished, and the fact that the Goi eriior-Gencral in his indindunl 
judgment will determine whctbci it is piopcr in the circumstances that the Fedcial 
Legislatuie should be peimittcd to do so is not a suthcient safcguaid. 

The Committee also feels that .States which ha\e important tieatv rights, re- 
lating to matters to which they had been asked to accede and not being rights which 
they are piepared to wane on accession, might find great difuculia ni icccding on 
the basis at present offered Ihe Committee anticipates that in miiiv cases it will 
not be found to be the intention of the Crown Eepresentalnc that treata n,,hts 
should be waned, and it ought not to be difficult to deaiscby •>mendmeiit, if ncces- 
saiy, of the proaisioiis of the Act, at a moment when mam amendments, some of 
them of substance, ate being intiodiucd by His Majesta’o Goieuimcnt, a suitable 
method of suitably safeguaidiiig such lights 
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A Survey of Reforms in the States 

Following IS a survey of tlie events in the Indian States in the year 193^3 issued 
bj Br Pattabht Sttaramyya, President of the All-India States’ People’s Confer- 
en>.e and members of the Working Committee of the Indian National Congress — 

The wide gulf that has for over a century separted the Indian States is bemg 
Tapidl> bridged up It may not take long for the two ends to meet and the bndge 
declared open for trafiic Then India shall have become one and mchvisible As 
the vear 193S closes, it is but meet that we should rapidly survey our achievements 
during the past twelve months notably during the past few weeks, durmg which 
the labours of the vear have become single-pointed and begun to bear fruit 

The Jamsaheb of Nawanagar has recently gianted revenue relief to his sub- 
jects to the tune of three lakhs and has made Nawanagar Municipality into a 
public body It is stated that the popular discontent has not neiertheless subsided 
and that the agitation continues to be in eastence in one form or other 

In Dhrangadhra, the State has declared the Municipality a pubic bodj Yet 
we are told that there is discontent amongst the ] eople on the ground that the 
body IS not invested with all the powers due to it, m the day-to-day work 

The movement in Rajkot stands as the most outstanding movement in the 
States m recent years For the mtensity of feelmg within the btate as well as the 
•extensive support that the movement secured from outside for the virtual identifica- 
tion of the Congress with the movement, for the orderlmess and disciplme with 
which the movement has been conducted based upon the twm principles of Truth 
and Non-violence, for the effective support of Mahatma Ganohi m bunging the 
moiement to a close through the dvuamic leadersaip of Sardar Vallabhbhai, there 
IS nothmg to compare with tne recent events in the Eajkot State The Eajkot State 
has a revenue of only six lakhs, while Bhainagai’s levenue approaches 3 crore, 
and that of NawauaLmr s ranges about se"enty lakhs Yet Eajkot is made the 
headquarters of the ETathiawar States and therefore it leads them all That is the 
leason the Eajkot movement has been assigned the great importance which has been 
associated -with it these several weeks The country’s thanks are due to Sardar 
Yallabhbh'’! Patel for this victory 

A Conference of the peoples of the States of Cutch, Eajpipla and Bhavnagar 
and Nawanagar is about to be held at an earlj date and we learn that the Nawab 
of Junagadh seems to have consented to give to the people of his State a voice in 
the admmistration of the State 

The Rajpipla Euler appears to be interested in rural uplift activities and has 
sent his Dewan to see for himself some of them Me has been pleased to recognise 
the Praja Seva Iilanclal and sanctioned an annual grant of Es 2 000 to the public 
library His Hignness is interesting himself in the Wardha scheme of education 
and has announced that sis State schools for boys and gnls -will be given over to 
the Seva Mandal for the proposed espciiment 

The Eajkot straggle has influenced the Pat.ta-^a peojde, who hold the first 
session of the State’s Peoples’ Conference on the 7ta January, 1939, in the Palitana 
Durbar hall Some revenue reforms seem to haie been introduced by the Eaja 
Saheb in three Mahalas of his State and the relate that has been given in land 
revenue assessment in cash to all Mahalas in the Palitana, aggregate to one lakh of 
a to’al of 1,&0,OJ3 of rupees 

In the small State of Hindo^ certain^ concessions hace been granted by the 
Eaja Saheb in response to the petitions from the peoj'le of the State abohshmg 
bethi, basad, megan (foiced gifts given at the time of roval ceremonies) and granting 
full cml libeities and facilities for the people of the State to get wood "without 
extra tax fiom the forest for fuel and for buildmg purposes and"for makmg agn- 
cidtnral implements The Eaja has announced the abolition of taxes on salt and 
kerosene Besides the Eaja Saheb has consented to reconsider the various forest 
Dws, aud grazing fees, bethi and O'Shee taxes 

The Rarrdurg Durbar his annouuced responsible government for the people of 
the Sta*^e It was sf^ated that it was the pohey of the State to estabhsh responsible 
government in the State for the benefit of the subjects and for the greater associa- 
tion of the people with the administration of the State The announcement -will 
soon be followed up by the formulation of a constitution for responsible govern- 
ment and the appointment of a popular Minister 



4^6 A SUEVEY OP EEPOEMS IN THE STATES 

migM easily have dropped the prefix Hindu and joined the movement for political 
reform and the Aiva Samaj activities The latter body has real grievances relatmg 
to nghts of worship and congregations But of all moments that it should have 
chosen this moment foi staging its battle can only be legretted from this one 
stand-point, namely, that it has come as a complication m the pohtical movement 
which itself IS bemg dubbea as communal oig-’nisation Its association with the 
satyagraha movement would not enable the latter moiement to outhie the bad 
name that was given to it before it was hanged IVe are, howeier, glad to learn 
that the Arvan leaders are meeting Gandhiji Four hi ndred men have gone to jail 
under the banner of the Hyderabad State Congress cheei fully and -uholeheaitedly 
The fact that the list of piisoneis included the names of men like Sii Kashinath 
Eao Vaidya speaks volumes of the dignity and sense of responsibility which have 
been brouuht to bear upon the movement Foi, it is well known that Kasmath- 
raoji was a membei of the Ijenger Committee on Eeforms The cessation of the 
movement in Hyderabad is calculated to stiengthen the political ciop in that 
State, just as the transplantation of paddy seedlings would considerably help the 
peld of a bumper crop of paddy 

Affairs in Kashvnr have reached a lull but cannot continue so for long 
Baroda is likely to be the storm centre ere long Mysore is still in the thioes of 
delivery and an expectant world is awaiting the neu birth with bated bieath 
The States in the Pnnjab have gone through the mill notably Kalsia. Patiala has 
come under a new regime and while bioad visioned speeches are bemg dehvered 
by the Euler, we are yet to hear of a tangible scheme of political reform m this 
State Bikaner continues to be as backward as ever before Alwar, Gwalior and 
Nabha are under British Administiation and there is no excuse for these States 
lagging behind those subject to absolute and personal rule of a pnnee Jevpore 
has just emerged from an internecine quarrel and must now turn its attention to 
the CIVIC liberties and political nghts of its own people Jodhpur is under the 
Dewanship of Col Field and the extemment oideis agamst friends like Jainaram 
Yyas have to be resemded 

In the Pnnjab, Malerkotla and Bhawalpur have seen their worst days and tne 
Princes have to toe the line with their piogiessive compeeis if the distuibances of 
two years ago have had any lesson foi them In the Blmlkan States of the 
Punjab, leaving alone Nabha and Patiala, theic lemains the thud State of Kapui- 
thala and the Maharaja has just announced his decision to apjmint without delay 
a Committee to report on the qustion of reconstitutmg t^e State Assemblv establi- 
shed in 1916 but not summoned for many years and it is giatifamg to hear the 
Maharaja sav that although his people hare for long been accustomed to and 
remain^ contented with a benevolent personal foim of government, yet modern 
political tendencies cannot be ignored 

Cochin’s examjile of Diarchy has been followed by the enlightened Prince of 
Sangli who has evohed a fine scheme of partial responsibility m respect of which 
Sj Shanker Eao Deo states that though it involves Diarchv, yet the obnoxious 
features of dual rule of which the British are one of the two parties may not be 
noticeable in a scheme worked out m a State 

A Communique has been issued by the Jodhpur State authorities mtroduemg 
Village Panchavats and a Central Adiisory Board and District Boards while m 
Jaipur the changes have not advanced any futhei 

Even in Dhenkanal a constitution has been promised uith effect from the 
next financial year One does not know what is brewmg m Talcher 



The All-India States’ People’s Conference 

Annual Session — Ludhiana — 15th & 16th February 1939 

Presidential Address 

The compound of the Kundnn Wood Factory was filled to capacitj uhen 
the open session of the All-India States’ People’s Confeieiice commenced at Ludhiana 
on the t5th February 1939 After the singing of the 'Bande hlataiam’ song 
by a batch of giils, the address of the Chairman of the Ecccption Committee 
was read Thereafter, Mi Jawaharlal Nehru, ascending the rostrum, dcliieicd 
ins address extempore in Hindustani Folloning is the full text of ill Nehru’s 
addiess — 

Year after year this Confeience of the people of the Indian States has met 
in session and discussed the problems of the States Year after jear it has rni'-cd 
its voice in condemnation of the autocracy and misrule, the coiriiption and tho 
degradation that has prevailed in many of these States The labours of this 
Confeience, and far more so of the National Congress have boinc fruit, and to day 
there is a mighty awakening among the people of the States When in after 
years, the histoiy of India comes to be written the year 19J8 will stand out as 
the year of this awakening The histoiian of that distant future will not woudei 
at this awakening , but he will marvel that the millions who inhabit the Indian 
States submitted toi geneiations to intolerable and appalling conditions, and that 
a system of government which had long vanished in other paits of the world still 
continued in India 

The vear 1938 has become history and we stand on the threshold of 1930 
The movement foi fieedom gathcia pace and the whole of India looks with 
sympathy and understanding on tins great struggle in the States Atthisvitil 
moment you have summoned me to this Confeience and I have glidly come at 
your bidding I come to you not only because I am intensely iiitcicstcd in the 
fictdom of the people of the States, but as the beaicr of the goodwill ot the rest 
of India and as a pledge of oui solidarity 

Congress HuslJAKDI^G Esejigy 

Many people have in past years, critic iscd the attitude of the National 
Congiess towaids the States and heated aignment has taken place about intcivention 
and non-inteivcntion That ciiticism and argument have peiisbed with the yesteiclav 
that his gone and aie meaningless to dav \ct it is woithwhile to consider biiefiy 
the development of Congress I obey in regaid to the States I have not always 
appioved of all the expressions of this policy or liked the emphasis on ceitain 
aspects of the problem But I am convinced that this fundamental policv was 
coirect one undei the ciiciiirstances, and, indeed, subsequent events have justified 
it completely A policy, aiming at vital change or revolution, must keep in torch 
with icalily and the conditions that prevail As these conditions change, tint 
policv changes Biave words and gestures oi strongly -woided icsolutions, out of 
touch with oDjective conditions do not bimg about that piegnant atmosphere out 
of which icvolutionaiy change is boin Nor can that condition be created artificiallv 
or mass movements launched unless the masses themselves are ready and prcparcci 
The Congiess lealised this and knew of the unprep aicdness of the people in the 
States , It husbanded its energy in the struggle outside, well realising that this 
was the most effective method of influencing the States’ people and making them 
ready for their own struggle 

No Question of iNXErvENTiON 

The Haripura resolution was a landmark in the evolution of Congress poliey 
and It cnuneiated this clear language Qhe integiity and unity of India was an 
essential part of the independence we worked for, and the same full measure of 
political, social and economic freedom was to come to the States as to the rest of 
India There could be no compromise on this, and the Congress dcvlared afresh 
in favour of full Ees] onsiblc Goveinmcnt and the guarantee of civil libertv in the 
States Further, it declared to be its right and privilege to work for the attainment 
of these objectives m the States There was no question of non-intervention , the 
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Congress, as representing the will of the Indian people, recognises no bars which 
limit Its freedom of activitj in any matter pertaining to India and her people It 
IS its right and privilege and its duty to intervene in any such matter whenever 
the interests of India demand it Hot to do so would be to denj its own function 
and to betray the cause which it seeks to represent 

But it IS for the Congress and the people of India to determine when and 
where they will intervene and what policy they must pursue, so that their 
intervention might be effeeti\e and fruitful of results The limitation, if any, is 
of its own making, or is caused bv external circumstances which it is wi.e enough 
to recognise. Ho outside authority can limit the function of the Congress, ]ust 
as no power or authority can set bounds to the aspirations or advancement of the 
Indian people 

The Congress knew well that the backwardness of the States hindered our 
national progress and that there could be no freedom for India unless the States 
ceased to be what they were The Congress was eager to bring about this essential 
and vital change, and yet it knew that the change could only come about from 
below, when the people of the States grew self-ieliant and organised and capable 
of shouldering the burden of their struggle It emphasised Ais Hot to have 
done so would have been to mislead and encourage vam delusion, and delay the 
building up m the States themselves of organisations which nould represent the 
strength and will of the people 

OsE Mighty Struggle 

The wisdom of the Congress stands amply justified to-day when we see 
the developments that have taken place since Haripura All the States are astir 
and in many of them powerful mass movements are functioning The people of 
the States are rapidly commg into line with the rest of India , they are no longer 
a burden and a dead-weight keeping us back They are setting the pace for India 
to-day and our national politics are dommated by their struggle The time has 
come, therefore, for the integration of these vanous struggles m the States infer se 
and with the major struggle against Bntish Impeiaalism Theie are no longer 
many different struggles going on for independence , there is only one mightj 
struggle for India’s fieedom though its aspects may vary and though its battle- 
grounds may be many As Gandhiji has said, the struggle for liberty, wheneier 
It takes place, is a struggle for all-India 

It IS m the fitness of things that at this moment of vital cnsis for the States, 
India’s leader, eier flunking of Tier freedom and jealous of her honour, should step 
out and m his nngmg voice of old that we remember so well, give faith and 
courage to our people. Gandhiji's lead has finally settled all the old arguments 
that obscured the issue, and that issue stands out now clear and definite 

Out of Date System 

There are about six hundred States in India — big ones and small ones and 
tmy ones, which one cannot even place on the map They differ greatly among 
themselies and some have advanced ludustnally and educationally, and some have 
had competent Eulers or Ministers The majonty of them however, aie sinks of 
reaction and mcompetence and unrestrained autocratic power, sometimes 
exercised by vicious aud degraded individuals But whether the Euler 
happens to be good or bad, or bis Ministers competent or incompetent, 
the eiil lies in the system This system has vanished from ^e rest of the 
world and left to itself, it vould have vanished from India also long 
ago But in spite of its manifest decay and stagnation, it has been propped up 
and artificially mamtained by Biitish Imperialism Offspring of the British power 
in India, suckled by Imperialism, for its own purposes, it has simived till to-day, 
though mighty revolutions have shaken the world and changed it, empires haie 
collapsed and crowds of Prmces and petty Eulers have faded away That system 
has no inherent importance or strength, it is the strength of British Imperialism 
that counts For us in India, that system has in reality been one of the faces 
of imperialism Therefore, when conflict comes, we must recognise who our 
opponent is 

Those Treaties 

We are told now of the so-called independence of the State and of their 
treaties with the Paramount Power, which are sacrosanct and inviolable and appar- 
ently must go on for ever and ever We have recently seen what happens to 
international treaties an d the most sacred of covenants when they do not suit tte 
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P urposes of imperialism We haie seen there treaties torn up, friends and allies 
asely deserted and betrayed and the pledged word broken by England and 1 ranee 
Democraey and freedom were the sufferers and so it did not matter Eat wlicn 
reaction and autocracy and imperialism stand to lose it does matter, and treaties, 
however moth-eaten and harmful to the people they might be, ha\e to be prestned 
It 18 a monstrous imposition to be asked to put up with these treaties of a centurj 
and a quarter ago, in the making of which the people had no voice or say It is 
fantastic to expect the people to keep on their chains of slavery, imposed upon 
them by force and fiaud, and to submit to a sjstem which crushes the life blood 
out of them We recognise no such treaties and we shall in no event accqit 
them Ihe only final authority and paramount power that we recognise is 
the will of the people, and the only thing that counts ultimately is the good of 
the people 

Independence or States 

A new theory of the independence of the States has been advanced m recent 
yeais, and it has been advanced by the very Power that holds them in in non 
grip and keeps them in subjection Eeithei histoiy nor constitutional law give 
any justification foi this, and if we examine the oiigins of these States, most of 
their Eulers would be reduced to the status of feudal baions But we need not 
trouble om selves with legal rcseaich, as the practice and facts arc jilaiu enough 
This piactice has been for the Biitish Powei to dominate these States complctclv 
and Its slighest gestuie is a command to them, which they disobey at their jicnf 
Ihe Political Department of the Goveinmcnt of India pulls the strings and the 
puppets dance to its tune, the local Ecsidcnt is the mastei of the situation, and 
latteily the practice has giown of Biitish oflicials being imposed ns Ministers of 
the Euleis of the States If this is independentc, then it will bo inteiesting to 
learn how it diffus from the most abject subjcttion dhere is no indej ciidcncc m 
the States, and there is going to be none, for it is liardlj possible geographically 
and it IS entiiely opposed to the conecjition of a united fice India It is concei- 
vable and desiiable in the case of the laigcr State foi them to have a gieat deal of 
autonomj within the fiamewoik of an Indian Federation But they will have to 
remain integral paits of India and the roajoi matteis of common concern must 
lie controlled by a democratic Fedeial Ceiitie Internalh they will have Ecsponsi- 
ble Goveinraeut 

Aendh Eeler’s Exampi e 

It 18 clear that the problem of the Btdtcs would be easy of solution if the con- 
flict was confined to the people and the Euler Many of the Eulers, left to them- 
selves, would ultimately line themselves with the jieople and if they hesitated to do 
so, the pressuie fiom below would soon induce them to change their minds Kot to 
do so would imperil their position and the only alteiiiative would be complete re- 
moval The Congiess and the vaiious Piaja Mandals have so far made every effort 
to induce the Ruleis to side with then people and establish Eesponsible Govern- 
ment They must realise that foi them not to agiee to do so will not stop the 
coming of freedom to their people, their opjiosition will only place an insurmount- 
able banicr between them and their people, and an arrangement between the two 
will then become exceedingly difficult Ihc map of the woild has changed many 
times during the last hundied yeais , empiics have ceased to be and new countries 
have arisen Even now, before our very eves, we see this map changing It re- 
qiures no prophet to say with confidence that the Indian States svstcni is doomed 
even as the British Einjuie, which has so long piotected it is doomed It is the path 
of prudence as well as of wisdom foi the Euleis to line themselves with their people and 
share with them in the new fieedom, and instead of being despotic and disliked 
Eulers, with a precarious tenure, to be proud and equal citizens of a great common- 
wealth A few of the Euleis of the States have lealised this and have talcn some 
steps in the right direction One of them, the Eaja of Aundli, the Chief ot a small 
State, has distinguished liiraself by liis wisdom in granting Eesponsible Government 
to hifa people, and in doing so with grace and good- will 

Inteiivlntion or Congbess 

But, unliappilv, most of them stick to their old ways and show no signs of 
change They clcmonstratc aficsh the lesson of historv that when a class has ful- 
filled its purpose and the world has no need of it, it dccavs and loses wisdom and 
all capacity It cannot adaj't itself to changing conditions In a vain attempt to 
hold on to what is fading away, it loses even what little it might have retained 
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The Bnhsh ruling cHsses have had a long and bnllnnt career and throughout the 
Nineteenth Century and after, they dominated the world Yet to-day we see them 
nerveless, witless, incapable of consecutive thought or action, and in a frantic attempt 
to hold on to some \ested interesfs, ruining their great position in the world and 
shattering the proud edifice of their Empire It is even so with classes that have 
fulfilled their function and outlined their utility If the British ruling classes are 
manifestly failing, in spite of their prestige and tradition and training, what shall 
we say of our Ind'an Princes, who for generations past have^ grown up in 
decadence and irresponsibihty ’ The problems of Government require something 
more than a knowledge of how to manage polo-ponies, or recognise the breeds of 
dogs, or have the skill to kill large numbers of inoSensive animals 

But even if the Eulers of the States were wilhng, their ivillingness would 
not take them far For the master of their immediate destmy is the agent of 
the British Government and they dare not offend him We have seen in the case 
of Eajkot, how a Euler, who was mclined to come to terms with his people wes 
threatened with deposition, and how later he was made to break his words under 
pressure from British agents Thus the conflict in the States is only incidentally 
with the Eulers In efiect, it is with Bntish Impenalism That is the issue, clear 
and definite And that is why the mterference of the British Power m the States 
against the people has a special significance We see this on an mcreasmg scale, 
not only by the Politic il Department of the Government of India and its many 
agents and* Eesidents, but through its armed forces, as m Orissa This mterference 
in order to crush the popular movement is no longer gomg to be tolerated by us 
The National Congress will ceitamh intervene with full vigour if the Government 
of India intervene to crush the people Our methods are diflerent , they are 
peaceful, but they ha.e been shoiin m the past to be effective 

GAitDHi’s Waexixg 

Gandhi]! has repeatedly warned the British Government and its agents in 
India of the far-reaching consequences of this conflict It is manifestly imposible 
for the conflict to be confined to particular States and foi the Congress, at the 
same time, to carry on. Proimcial Administrations, m\ol\mg a measure of co- 
.operation tsith the Bntish authonties If there is this major conflict then its 
effects will spread to the remotest corners of India, and the question will no 
longer be a hmited one of this State or that, but of the complete ehmmation of 
British Power 


Choice befope the People 

What is the nature of the conflict to-day ? This must he clearly understood 
It vanes slightly from State to State, but the demand everywhere is for full 
responsible government Yet the conflict is not at present to enforce that demand, 
but to establish the right of organising people for that demand When this nght 
is denied and civil liberties are crushed, no way is left open to the people to carry 
on what are called constitutional methods of agitation Their choise then is either 
to submit and give up all political and even public activity, and to suffer a 
degradation on the spirit and a continuation of the tyranny that oppresses them, 
or 'to resort to direct action This direct action, accoromg to our code is 
perfectly peaceful Satyagraha and a refusal to submit to violeuce and evil, what- 
ever the consequences The immediate issue to-day is, thus, one ^rciiil liberties m 
mostvof the States, though the objective everywhere is responsible government 
In Jaipur the issue is m a sense stdl more hmited, for the State Government 
objects to the Praja Mandal organismg famine rehef 

^ Members of the Bntish Government, m justifymg their international policy 
tell us frequently of their love of peace and their horror of the methods of force 
and violence m the solution of mtemational or national problems In the 
name of peace and appeasement, they have helped and encouraged mternational 
blackmail and gangstensm of the worst type and done moral mjury to democracy 
and freedom m Europe. By their policy they have enthroned the rule of unabashed 
violence in Europe and been parties to the greatest tragedy of our time— the defeat 
of the Eepublic of Spam, which has fought so magnificently and so long agamst 
overwhelmmg odds Yet these statesmen of Bntam talk of the virtues of peaceful 
settlement and of the wicke^ess of force and vuolence. These pious sentiments are 
applied by them m Europe so that the forces of reaction and violence might have a 
free field and an ample opportnmty to crush freedom. 
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Civn. Lieepties 

What do we see in India and especially in the States? All attempts by tis 
at peaceful propaganda, peaceful organisation, peaceful settlement arc met bj the 
brutal Molence of the State authoiitics, backed by the armed might and political 
influence of the British Pouei Thus, where changes are sought, how 60 o^e^ legitima- 
tely and peacefully, in the diiection of democracy and freedom all such attempts 
must be put down luthlessly and with violence But where changes aic desired bj 
Fascism and Imperialism in their own inteiests and in order to crush Democracy 
and freedom, then violence and foice are allowed full play, and the pohej of peace 
IS only meant to obstruct and hinder those who want to preserve their libeities 
Does an) one still hold that tyianny and autociacy and corrupt administration 
must continue in the States? Does any one deny that all these must go and 
give place to fice institutions? If so, how is this change to be brought about 
noimally unless full oppoi tunities are given foi peaceful organisation and the 
development of an intelligent and self-reliant public opinion? Ihc full establish- 
ment of civil liberties is an essential pieliminaiy to any progiess It is an insult 
to India to ask hei to toleiate in the States’ ordinance lule and the suppression 
of oiganisations and the pievention of public gatheiings and methods, usuallj 
associated with the gangster Aie the States to remain vast prisons, where tlie 
human spiiit is sought to be extinguished and the rcsouice of the people aie 
to be used foi the pageantiy and luxui) of courts, while the misses staivc and 
remain illiteiate and backwaid? Aie the Middle Ages to continue in India under 
the protection of Biitish Impeinlism? 

Indian State’s^ ProRLrMS 

In an important State in Bajputana, even typewriters are discouraged and 
theie 18 an oidinanco dealing with them and lequinng their registnlion dii 
Kashmii, a monstious oidiinnie, fiamed on the lines of the ordinance promulgated 
foi the Banna lebcllion some jeais ago, is the pcimanent law of the State In the 
piemici State of H)dciabad, end liberty has long been non existent and latteily 
accounts of biutal ill-tieatment of peaceful satjagiahis have seen the lij'ht of daj 
The recent expulsion of hundieds of students Irora the Osmania Univcrsitj for the 
offence of singing “Bande Matai.im” pimtely is an astounding instance of the icac- 
tionaiy mentility which pievails in the governing circles of Hjderabnd In Tiavan- 
core, the memozy of the outiagcs of last summei is still ficsh in oui minds But I 
do not wish to make a list of these States and their misdeeds, nor do I wish to 
discuss the pioblenis of individual States If I attempted to do so, this address of 
mine would nevei end Heie, whcie we meet, the Punjab States he close to us and 
many of them have long had an unsivoury icpn-tation Then talc of misgovcrnment, 
if we hoard it fully, would fill oui times But, apart from the difliculties of time 
and space, I would piefei that )ou conccutrated your attention on the wider problem 
which embiaces all the States, which is m- effect the Indian States problem ratlier 
than lose omselves in the maze of each scpaiate problem We must set the wood 
and not get lost in the trees We must realise, and we must nuke others realise, 
that It 18 no longer possible to deal piecemeal with this great problem, for the fiee- 
dom of India is one and indivisible 

Eajkot and Jaiper 

Blit some States are in the forefront to-day in the stniggle and thev must be 
refeued to Some are peculnily situated and require consideiation Eajkot and 
Jaipui occupy the stage to day and both of them raise issues of all-India importance 
Many of om comiades aie theie engaged in the heat of the struggle, and have been 
unable to join us in this Conference because of that moie important engatreraent 
Eajkot Ins mnnj lessons to teach us After some months of conflict, it seemed tint 
the people had won and we lejoiced We siw how eflectivelv the technique of our 
struggle and the peaceful and heioic attitude of the people brought success to us But 
we had rejoiced too soon, and the jiliglited woid of the Euler was broken and the 
stiuggle had to begin afresh All India knows how this happened and how British 
authonty b) piessure and thieats came in the way of a settlement From this we 
leain that wo must nevei be misled bj temnorarx success we can never be sure of 
the triumjih of mu cause, till achievement Ins come Promises and assurances will 
not be kept, for the real jiowei docs not rest with those who make the promise It 
rests with British Impeiialism In Jaipur there is an English otlicial who, though 
appointed Prime Minister bj the Slnhaiaja, is the real ru'er of the State and rules 
on behalf of, and probablj under the instructions of, the Political Department of 
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the Governmeat of India No one imaginee that the youthful Maharaja has any 
important say in vital matters No one supposes that the English Prime Minister 
could function as such for a day without the goodwill and support of the Govern- 
ment of India The slightest disapproval of his policy by the Political Department 
would result m the immediate change of that policy or in his removal from his 
office 


Beitibh Intervention in Orissa States 

In Onssa, the regrettable murder of the British Agent, Major Bazalgette, 
lias led, as such acts, even when committed m a moment of folly aluays lead, 
to unfortunate consequences The people of the Oiissa States are backward and 
have to suffer foi their lack of understanding of our basic principles This act 
is a warning to us to conduct our movement in such a manner that the people 
realise its significance and adhere stiictly to its policy of non-violence For them 
to forget this is to injure then own cause The reaction of the Biitish Powei to 
the tragedy of Ranpur was significant Aimed forces weie biought fiom distant 
parts of India and a large concentiation of troops in Orissa proclaimed the might 
of the Paramount Power What were these tioops supposed to do ? There was 
no rebellion, no violent aggression The starving peasantry fled at their approach 
and the State of Ranpui became an uninhabited wilderness It is said that some 
trouble was feared from the backwaid jungle tubes the Gonds Was the British 
Airay in such numbeis required to face the bows and anows of these poor 
backward countrymen of ours ? But the Gonds haie done nothing and will not 
do anything aggressive unless they are goaded by intoleiable misery They have 
to be met gently and their giievances removed But the way of impeiialism is 
different It was not the possibility of any action by Gonds that brought the 
armed hosts to Oiissa The troops came to overawe the peasantiy of the States 
and to strengthen the Rulers in opposing their demands They weie utilised to 
suppress the movement for freedom This was an inteivention of the most flagrant 
kind on behalf of the Paiamount Power on the side of tyranny and corrupt 
administrations Every one knows that some of the States in Oiissa aie the worst 
and most degraded of their kind in India 

Quite apart from Ranpur and long before the murder of Major Bazalgette, 
there, tyrannical administiations of Dhenkanal and Talcher had oppressed their 
people to such an extent that a great exodus had taken place fiom these States 
Fiom twenty to thiity thousand peisons had crossed the boundaries of the States 
and enteied the Province of Oiissa A demand came fiom the Rulers for the 
extradition fiom the Province to the States of the leaders of this exodus, so that 
they might be made to suffer for their opposition to the State administration This 
demand was supported by the Bi^tish authority It was a demand, which no 
Congiess Ministry could agree to withoiit losing honour and betiajing our comrades 
in the States and being false to our piinciples We do not wish to shield any 
one who is guilty We are peifectly piepaied for a full enquuy But the enquiiy 
that is needed is an enquiry into ofihnces and maladministration and oppression 
of the Dhenkanal and Talcher State Governments It is these State authoiities 
that should be tried for the sorrow and misery that they hate brought on their 
people 

The Major States 

The Governments of the major States have been apt pupils in some ways 
of Biitish Imperialism Among other things they have learnt the ait of utilising 
communal difleiences to check popular movements In Travancore, a powerful 
peoples mmement is opposed and sought to be disci edited on the plea that it is 
a communal movement, consisting mainly of Christians , in Kashmu, the popular 
movement is called communal because it is largely Jluslim in composition , in 
Hydeiabad, it is said to be communal because it is piedominantly Hindu The 
demands put forward on behalf of these seveial movements might be, as they 
indeed are, wholly national with no communal tinge or bias in them but some 
excuse has to be found to discredit and oppose them and the plea of communalism 
IS a ubeful one 

Hydeiabad and Kashmir are the two premier States in India and we might 
have hoped that they would set an example to the other States bv intioducting fiee 
institutions and Responsible Government Unhappily both are exceedingly oack- 
waid, politically and socially Hydeiabad is a predominantly Hindu State with a 
Muslim ruling class , Kashmir is predominantly a Muslim State with a Hindu 
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luhng class Both thus present the same type of problems and both have the same 
background of estieme jomty among the masses ilhterac\, indiistrnl backward- 
ness and undeacloped icsouices In painful contiast with this general poioria and 
wretchedness, the Iluleis of both aie piobablj the two richest indniduals m India 
Kashrau is slightlj moie adi anted politu ilh as it has a kind of Legislate c Assem- 
bly, but this has little powei, and the ordinances that obtain thcie me monstrous 
in then kventj In Hjdeiabad we hare probably the lowest leiel of end liberty 
in India, and latterly attention has been drawn to the prohibition of eten ccrUim 
religious ceremonies 3 his low level in Hyderabad is not the reiction to any aggres- 
sive movement but has been for long the normal state of affurs 

Charge of Commtjnalism 

It IS distiessing that in these two gieat States such conditions should 

prevail It was natmal that m both of them popular movements should 

grow up and spread to the masses This took place in Kashmir first and later in 
Hydeianad It was inevitable thit such movements should aflect the great majority 
of the population— the Muslims in Kashmii and the Hindus in Hvderahad If, 
under the ciicumsfaneos, they showed a certain communal tinge to begin with, it 
was not surprising Even so they did not cease to be popular movements represent- 
ing the uige of the masses and their objective was a national one, which would 
bring relief and progiess to all To condemn them as communal movements vv is 
to blind one self deliberately to the facts, and foi the minority groups ni cither 

State to lend colour to this condemnation was to injure their own cause For this 

meant that the minority was opposed to fieedom and pi ogress and clung m to 
some petty special privileges which it vras thought that the present iCj,ime gave it 

As a matter of fact the two movements progressively developed on national 
lines, and in Kashmu, I am glad to say, a number of wise and far-sccing Hindus 
and Sikbs tlnew their weight on the side of the populai movement and supported 
the 'National Demand’ which asked for Responsible Government I am sure that 
in Hyderabad many far-seeing Muslims will do like-wise The loaders of these 
movements in both the States lealisc the extieme importance of stccung clear of 
communalisra and have tried to do so They must not weaken at any moment in 
this, or else they will injuie then cause The minorities must also realise that it 
is inevitable that Responsible Government will come to the States, and freedom 
will bring iich gifts for them ns much as for tlie others To oppose this stiugglc 
of the people or to be passive spectatois in it is to piove unvvoitliy of and false to 
the future that beckons to us all Because Hydeiabad and Kaslimir have essentially 
the same problem, though it has a diffeient complexion in each it should not be 
difficult to consider the two togctbei and to offer the same solution, in so far as 
minonty rights aie concerned That solution shpuld be in keeping with the broad 
principles laid down by the Congress and must fit m with Responsible Government 

HyPEPABAD SATiAGKAHA StJSPENBION 

In Hyderabad a peculiar situation aiose some time back which resulted in 
producing a certain confusion in the public mind The State Congress was declared 
an illegal organisation although its activity was the perfectly peaceful and constitu- 
tional one of enrolling members and strengthening its organisation But the State 
has been nurtured in the traditions of the mediaeval age and even this was objected 
to and stojiped The State Congress thereupon justifiably refused to agree to this 
ban and attempted to cairv on their activities This involved peaceful Satxagraha 
and hundicds suffered under it About the same time or a little later, a religious 
organisation and a communal organisation also started some kind of Satyagraha 
In the case of the religious organisation the reason was the banning by tbe''Sfafe 
authorities of certain religious ceiemomcs and forms of worship which arc com- 
monly practised all over India It is > ’ i T i' ‘he authorities should have 

taken tins step, which strikes at the . ’ i ’ liberty in India and goes 
countei to the professed principles of t ■ y »' I ' " natural that this should 
cause resentment But it was unfoitunate that Satyagraha should have been start^ 
on this basis at that time. This confused the msuo and gave an excuse to the 
State authorities to put the demand for political freedom in the background After 
careful consideration of all the aspects of the situation, the State Congress was ad- 
vised to suspend its Satvagiaha so that the political issue might not be mixed up 
with communal and religious ones The State Cocctcss thereupon suspended their 
satyagraha In spite of this, the Hyderabad authonties had not the wisdom or 
the grace to release the Satyagrnlu prisoners or to remove their extra-ordinary ban 
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on the organisation Unfortunately the communal and relisnons Satyagraha -was 
contmued by the other organisations and the communal aspect of the' question be- 
came intensified and conflicts took place in the distant parts of Indn Those responsi- 
ble for It paid httle heed to the consequence of their action, nor did they realise 
that a popular movement is an organic growth from below and cannot be artificially 
imposea ft-om above. As a result of this, the pohhcal movement for freedom has 
received a setback and the communal issue dominates the scene 

In Kashmir also, the civil disobedience campaign was suspended last year to 
give a chance to the State authorities to retrace their steps and remedy some' of the 
evils they had done But they lack wisdom and grace also and in spite of this 
suspension, hundreds of civil disobedience prisoners, including the leader of the 
movement, Shaikh Mohammad Abdullah, continued in pnson, and the mfamons 
ordinance known as Notification 19-L, as well as the Seditious Meetmg Act of 
1914 still functions 

It IS obvious that both m Kashmir and Hyderabad, exishng conditions cannot 
be put up with and if the State authorities contmue to act m the manner they 
have so far done, a resumption of civil disobedience wdl become inevitable. 

A Gbeat Catise 

None of ns wants conflict, bnt in this dissolving age conflict surrounds ns at 
every step and the world rattles back to chaos and the rule of brutal violence 
None of us wants this chaos in India, for that is no prelude to freedom 
Yet while we recognise that our strength grows, the forces of disruption 
and disintegration of communalism and provmciahsm, of irresponsibility and narrow- 
mmdedness also grow We have to remember that British Impenalism, thouah 
weakenmg at its centre, is still a formidable opponent, and freedom will have to he 
purchased by many a struggle Neither we nor any one else in the world can view 
the future hght-h'eartedly,^for the present is full of sorrow and disaster, and the 
immediate future of the world is wrapped in gloom Yet m India there are gleams 
of hope though dark clouds assail ns And the bnghtest of these ravs comes from 
the newly awakened people of the States We, who presume to shoulder the burden 
of their struggle, have a heavy responsibihty and it voU require all our courage and 
our wisdom to discharge that faithfully Strong language will not help us'^, it is 
often a sign of weakness and a substitute for action It Is action that is demanded 
to-day, wise and effective action, which takes us speedily to our goal, controls the 
forces of disruption, and bmlds up the united India of' our dreams Petty gains 
and advantaaes may lure us from time to time but if they come m the way of the 
larger objective, they must be rejected and swept awav In the excitement of the 
moment we may feel mclmed to forget our principles , if we surrender to this mcli- 
nation, we do so at our peril Our cause is a great one, so must our means be 
above reproach We play for high stakes, let us be worthy of them Great causes 
and little men go ill together 

C0X3TITUE>'T AsSEMBEX OF AlL-INDIA PEOPLE 

The freedom of the people of the States is a big enough thmg, yet it is part 
of the larger freedom of India, and tdl we gam that larger freedom,' it is struggle 
for us If the Eederation is imjxised upon ns, we shall fight it and sweep it awav 
I^erever the Bntish Power intervenes auamst the people m the States, we shall 
have to face it The tune approaches when the final solution has to come — a Cons- 
tituent Assembly of all the Indian people, framing the constitution of a free and 
democratic India The States People s Conference has done good work m the past 
but this has been only a fraction of the work it might have done It must turn to 
the efiicient organisation of all its activities, so that it might become a clearmg 
house for all that pertams to the States, and a source of help and mspuation to all 
our comrades in the struggle. It must help m budding up Praja Mandals or 
people’s organisations m the States It must take care to steer clear of all commu- 
nal^m, and it must, above all, remember, and make others remember, that non- 
violence IS the basis of this struggle 

It IS our great good fortune that m this struggle we have the backmg of the 
National Congress and the support of its leaders Most cheering of all is the 
thonght that we have Gandhiji to gmde and mspire us 

Besolnhons — Second Day — ^Ludhiana — ^16th February 1939 

Eajkot, Jaipur and Kashmir figured prominently m to-dav s speeches at the 
open E^sion of the Conference which, despite a persistent sandstorm, attracted a 
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The resolution on Hyderabad -was adopted, incorporating Mr Munshi Ahmed 
Din’s amendment, stating that the Conference was of the opinion that the Satyagraha 
in Hydeiabad, started with the object of getting religious disabilities removed, was 
inopportune as it tended to have communal repercussions and gave a pretext to the 
State to suppress the movement for Eesponsible Government under cover of 
communalism 

Speaking on the resolution, Maulvi Mahomed Sayyed and Mr Govind Eao 
described at length the state of affaiis in the Hyderabad State and the efforts of the 
State Congress to bnng about reforms in the State administration 

Speakers from several States ventilated their grievances in the course of dis- 
cussion on the omnibus resolution, relating to the Punjab States The resolution 
deplored the backward conditions prevailing in the Punjab States, condemned the 
“repression” there and the restrictions imposed on the people’s activities and appealed 
to the people to organise themselves for the vindication of their rights The Con- 
ference further held that the personnel and terms of reference of the committees 
appointed by the States of Patiala and Kapurthala were unsatisfactory and made- 
quate and urged that in order to make the reform schemes acceptable they should 
be framed by committees having adequate representation from the local Piaja 
Mandals 

Proposing the resolution on treaties, Mr, Chudgar quoted from a number of 
documents and said that they proved that some of them only provided for mutual 
consultation 

Winding up the proceedings, Mr Jawaharlal Nehru announced the personnel 
of the Standing Committee and declared that, now that they had the Committee, 
they would be able to carry on their activities with added vigour He appealed for 
financial assistance so as to make the organisation self-supporting 
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The Indian Science Congress 

Twentysixth Session — Lahore— 2nd Janueiry 1939 

Presidential Address 

The twentysixth session of the Indian Science Congress met at Lahore 
on the 2nd January 1939 under the presidentship ol Dr J C Ghxjsh of Dacca 
In the course of his address, Prof Ghosh said " . 

“Eleven years ago, Professoi Simonsen was called to this office, and in the course 
of his address, he suggested that the chemists of India should study moie mtensively 
the wealth of natural mateiials that lay at tneir doors, and devote less time to 
the study of pioblems of only theoietical interest In the decade that has passed 
since Piofessor Simonsen made this eloquent appeal, the organic chemists of India 
have made many impoitant contiibntions to our knowledge in this field ” 

Aftei refeiiing to the woik of Indian scientists in vaiious brahches of 
chemisti 7 . Prof Ghosh proceeded — 

“I must confess that the section of physics and mathematics has to its credit 
mole far-reaching discoveiies than the section of chemisti^ I need only mention 
thfe -Eaman Effect, the Saha theory of theimal ionization in stellar sj stems and 
the Bose Statistics I should like to stress here one gieat obstacle to progress, 
uhich the chemists of India have not yet been able to lemove Chemists are apt 
to describe themselves as the most painstaking of all animals — not even the ass 
excepted It is moie true of their science than that of any other, that mnumeiable 
expeiiments must be peiformed, innumerable facts obseived, catalogued, correlated 
and classified befoie an important geneialization can be made oi the structure of 
a new conception of the phenomenal woild can be raised But life is short and 
science is long Hence it is, that we find that outstanding discoveiies m chemistiy 
have in recent veais been made in laboiatoiies, where mspmng leadeiship has 
been associated with large-scale team woik The paper on the synthesis and 
constitution of vitamin C appeared fiom the Birmingham laboiatoiies under the 
joint authorship of a team of seyen norkers Such team-woik is, however, yet 

compaiatuely unknown m India I-t is to be deplored that the idea of close 
co-opeiation among the scieatifid woikers has not taken a firm root in the Indian 
soil Is it due to the fact, that the tiaditional religious atmosphere of India 
teaches a child to be self-centred, to be complete within himself and to work out 
^s own salvation, unaided and insjsolation ? 

“Then agam, I am told, th’^ a tradi^fa has grown up in some mstitutions, 
that the senior member of the credit for senior authorship m a 

jomt publication, independent of any consideration of the share he may have 

in the planning and execution of the work This, if true, is unfortunate, for 

the highest spirit of co-opeiation, lovaltv and devotion can only be evoked m an 
atmosphere of impaitial justice and deepest sympathy and goodwill Notwithstanding 
these handicaps, there are pointers to the road of success In the palmy days 
when Sir 0 V Eaman was Professor m Calcutta one could easily feel that m 
ills laboratory, the researcher had become forgetful of self and mindful only of 
the work ahead One also notes with pleasure the observation of Sir John Eussel 
that Professor Mukherjee is fortunate in having secured the help of a band of 
skilled and devoted workers in his researches on soil colloids Any casual leader 
of Indian publications in chemistry null not fail to see that work of considerable 
value has been done during the last decade He will observe, however, that it is 
the individual enterprise in reseaich, rather than a magnificent team woik to solve 
a fundamental problem, which has been up till now, the keynote of our activities 
But for greater efforts and higher achievements we should all endeavoui to 
inaugurate an era of co-operation in all our endeavours 

“Within the piecmcts of this university, it is not necessai’y that I should 
have to make a special pleading for the theses that scientific knowledge and 
industrial activities should be co-ordinated or that our academic laboratories should 
not be divorced from practical affairs "We have here a flounshing Honours School 
of technical chemistry , and the genius of Professor Bhatnagar has provided a 
bridge of communication between scientists and mdustrialists. Nowhere is the 
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beneficial eflects of contact between unnersities and indiistrj better e':em])lificd 
than in the programme of researches on oil tcehnologj, no^ carried out under 
the supers ision of Professor Bhatnagar, vrith the aid of funds prosidcd bj Jlcssrs 
Steel Brothers In pie-war dajs, such close intimacy eristcd in Germany alone 
with the lesult that she lapidly outstripped her male in industrial enterprise But 
a new epoch of industrial research in Europe and America has begun nith the 
end of the Great Wai Last year in the Presidential Address of Lord Rutherford 
we had a \ery clear exposition of the extensile nctmties of the Department of 
fecicntific and Industual Research in Great Britain He stated nith eiident 
satisfaction that this bold expciiment in the co-operatiie organisation of research, 
which 18 unique in the world, had undoubtedly proved a gieat success 

‘•The Government of India have, in recent years, done a good deal in 

promoting lesearches relating to plant industries The Rojal Commission on 

Agricultuie has aidently looked forward to a state of affairs in which the 
uniiersities will not only initiate agricultural research but will also undertake 
schemes of research, the importance of which is brought to their notice bj the 
depaitments of agncultuie This end has been steadily kept in new by the 

Imponal Council of AgiicuUural Research We have aheady referred to the 

researches of Professois Dhar and Mukherjee With the aid of funds provided by 
this council, long-range schemes of research are in progress m the statistical 
laboiatoiy of Professor Jlahalanobis at Calcutta, in the chemical laboratories at 
Dacca, and in the botanical laboratories of Agia, Madras and Benares Ihe 
cotton technological laboratory at Bomba ' r'" Cotton Biccding at 

Indore, the Impeiial Institute of Sugar the cane bleeding 

station at Coimbatoie, the jute technological laboratory at Calcutta and the 
agiicultiiral researeb laboratory for jute at Dacca are notable evamplcs of the 
solicitude of the Ccntial Government for meeting the rescarcli reiniirements of 
valuable money crops Researches on foiest products have been oiganiscii in 
Forest Reseaich Institute at Dehra Dun and the Lac Research Institute at Ranchi 
Ihe woik that is being done in these institutions has gone far to refute the 
allegation that Indian chemists are doing little to help industry Take, for instance, 
the lac industiy Researches are in piogress under Di H K Sen, relating (a) 
to better methods of washing stick-iac to produce high giadc sccd-Iac, (b) separation 
of puic lac rcsitt flora oidmaiy shellac (c) bleaching of lac, (d) rccoveiy of refuse 
lac, and (e) production of moulded ai tides for electneal industry and household 
use With SvntJietic resins, like bakclite, having entcied the field, it is certain 
that seveic ^competition is ahead But now that science has been linked to this 
industiy, we may hope with gieatei confidence, that the lac industiy of Chota 
Nagpui will not meet with the same fate as the iiidigo cultivation of Bihar 

“At Dehra Dun, the ‘Ascu’ piocess of Mr Kamesam which fixes arsenic and 
coppci in wood thiough the agency of chiomuiifl, ifilts has given rise to a wood 

E icseivalion andnstry The reseaiches of Dr S Krishna on Ephedra have heljied 
aluchistan in oigamring the tiade m 'thw' diug Of particulai iiiteiest is the 
WQik that IS now being done theie on vegetable tallows Ihe physical and chemical 
piopeities of niowia tallow and sal buttci have been studied, and they are 
iceomraciided as admiiably suited foi yarn sizing It is estimated that about 
400,000 maunds of these tallows can be put m the market, and owing to their 
cheajiei cost of production, they are expected to displace animal tallows for vanons 
industual puiposes Nor should wc forget to mention that researches conducted 
on pi Opel utilization of such foicst jiroducts as bamboo and glass, have resulted 
in the establishment of several paper factories , and the time is not far off when the 
countiy will be producing enough pulp from tliesc raw materials to meet the 
oveigrowing demand for paper Di Chaudhury and co-workcrs at Dacca 
have made extensive studies on the piopertics of the jute fibre They have 
found that colour can be irapiovcd considei ibly bv the action of ciilorine peroxide, 
the tensile stiength and resistance airainst rot by the .action of formaldehyde, that 
jute lutrocellulose can be made as stable as cotton nitrocellulose, and that owing to 
its lower viscosity and high solubihU, it would be more useful for the lacquer 
industry It has been found that the jute plant docs not ret in tanks of galvanized 
iron, and Dr Baikal, in bis recent review of jute industry in India, has drawn 
pointed attention to this observation, as indicating the possibility of controlled ret- 
ting in central stations for the production of high grade fibres 

‘‘I have dwelt in some detail on these rcscarcJics on money crops which have 
received generous assistance from public funds, in accordance with the recommend- 
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ation of the Agricultural Commission, with a view to bringing out m bolder relief 
the cold indiffeience with uhich the recommendations of the Indian Industnal 
Commission have been received by the Central Go’^einment Much a as excepted of 
the policy laid down by the Government of India in 1913, under the stiess of war, 
that India would consider herself entitled to demand the utmost help which 
her Government could afford to enable her to make her proper place rn 
the world as a manufacturing counti-y But these lessons of the^ war were 
soon forgotten, and all that has been achieved is the .getting of an 

Industrial Research Bureau, controlling with the aid of ai^ ^Advisoi'y Com- 
mittee, a small research laboiatoiy attached to the lest Houle at Alipore The 
report of this Bureau for 1937-38 is a miserable document "compared rvith the 
corresponding report of the Imperial Council of Agricultuial Research, I should 

not be misunderstood I hare no complaint against the peisonn^^, but only 

against the stepmotherly treatment meted out to industrial research in the 

counti 7 

“Nor should we forget that many great leaders of public opinion have been 
BO impressed by the enls of the modern capitalistic world that they have not 
hesitated to declare that the intioduction into India of the scientific and technical 
methods of the vest should be resisted , that it is no business of government to 
subsidize higher scientific research, those who employ scientific men or exploit 
their researches should pay for their training and pioride them vith facilities for 
work Ihe forces of public opinion and of Goiernment laiely join hands in this 
country, but men of science found to their dismiy, that thiS miracle was going 
to happen in this instance It was feared that human society in India would m 
the end crystallize into a community of artisans and peasants It is therefore with 
gieat relief and thanksgiving that ve welcome the resolution passed at the con- 
ference of the provincial Ministers of Industries lecently held at Delhi that the 
problems of poverty and unemployment, of national defence and economic regeneia- 
tion in geneial, cannot be sohed without industrialization, and as a step to such 
industrialisation, a national planning committee should be set up which will 
formulate comprehensive schemes for the development of industries in India 

“As an indispensable adjunct to this planning commission there should be 
set up an All-India Council of Scientific and Industrial Research with functions 
and powers similar to those entiaisted to the Department of Saentifac and Industrial 
Research in Gieat Britain In India, however, men and things get, so easily and 
without questioning, undei official ■control that it would be apt to quote heie 
the folloving obsenations of Loid’^ Rutherford — Tn Great Biitam the responsi- 
bility for planning the progi"annme of research even vlien the cost rs directly 
borne by the Government rests with research councils and committees who are 
not themselves State sen ants, but distinguished representatives of pure science 
and industry It is to be hoped ^Rhat if any comparable organization were set 
up in India, there will be a proper representation of scientific men from the univer- 
sities and also of the industries concerned’ 

“Indeed for any one who has followed the recent happenings in this world, 
with any attention, this industnal planning for India vould seem to be long 
overdue Now, more than ever, a planning on all fronts would seem an urgent 
and immediate necessity The lesson of the crumbling empires, and the rapid 
nse of countries organized in deadly earnest is patent to all but the oblivious 
utopian If an industrial and progiessive India appeared a desirable necessity 
in 1915, how much more urgent and imperative would such a task of consolida- 
tion of her intellectual and matenal resources appear to all in 1938 But we 
Orientals often forget realities, in our search for the ideal, with the furious 
tempo of deielopment and consolidation all round, the least dela-s, howeier, in 
this urgent task may prove fatal and irreparable in the end Already we are 
regrettably late in putting forth oui best efforts in this direction,— but now that 
eients have ludely awakened us to the dangers that oui slackness exposes us to, 
we should try to make up for lost time bj forced marches in the path of progress, 
and by a resolute determination to pool all our material and intellectual resources 
to solve OUI own problems It is obvious that such a tiemendous task cannot be 
achieied by isolated efforts of industrialists, and by private enter pnse Ihe utmost 
co-operation of the individual with the States will be necessary if real success is 
to be achieved 

“The stupendous task need not make us despair The very creditable per- 
formances of her sons in the different spheres of scientific and intellectual activity 
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have amply demonstrated that mth proper guidance and plan India is quite 
capable or solving her oun piobleras, and of maintaining her position and ideal 
with dignity and prestige What is only wanted is prudence and foresight, 
liberal statesmanship, lesolute co-operation and eflicient leadership 

“The universities of India have a great responsibility to discharge at this 
juncture, If the piooess of industrialisation is going to be a forced march in 
tins counto it mil not do for them to take up an attitude of laissez fatre The 
forces of mature are the cnduimg uealth of mankind, but for the solution of 
India’s economic problems and the prosperity of her 330 millions, it is necessary 
that brilliant young men should be trained up in ever-incrcasing numbers, uho 
are capable of tapping these sources of wealth The modem young student of 
science rauSirfealize that while fundamental theoictical work must continue to be 
the basis of all scientific advance, his subject would lose much of its importance, 
if this training did not fit him for tackling large-scale problems which arise in 
industnes Simultaneously with the development of industries, there arises m 
every countiy a great demand for a well tiained personnel to man these industnes 
Prof Philips recently estimated that 12,000 graduates in chemistrv are employed 
in industrial pursuits m England Lord Eutherfoid even complained that the 
demand in England for wdl-tiained researchers in physics had outrun the supjdy 
Dr Hamor, assistant Diie-^tor of the Mellon Institute for Industrial Eescarch, has 
estimated that in 1937 America spent about 100 million dollars m scientific and 
industrial research, and though the expenditure is high, the results have more 
than fulfilled expectations, even if for a time some of them may be kept secret 
Such a consummation may be long in coming to India, but every effort should 
be made to prepare the ground in advance A very good example of what the 
Indian universities can do in this diiection has been shown by Bombay, where 
under the inspiring leadership of Mr Chandarv arkar and the able guidance of 
Dr Foistei, an Institute of Textile Chemistry and Chemical Engineering has been 
established, which in equipment has few equals Alreadv successful students have 
so nioved thoir worth that, I am told, there is an advance booking fiom the 
millownen for the products of this institution 

"It IS a welcome sign of the times that the Indian industnalists arc not all 
blind to the value of research as a means of improving production, and in conse- 
quence, of increasing the demand The Tate lion and Steel Works have led the 
way by the foundation of a magnificent laboratory at Jamshedpur for the study of 
alloys of lion and steel The Lala fenram Tnist contemplates establishing soon at 
Delhi an Institute on the model of the Mellon Ihsfitutc of America The Luxminara- 
yan Bequest at Nagpur mav soon begin to yield the beneficial results which the 
donor so aidently cherished But when one recalls that most of the industries in 
India aie now sheltered by a tariff wall— calk E revenue tariff or protective 
taiifi as you like,— and that a substantial part of the income of the Indian business 
ms^nates accrues to them because of this tariff one has a right to expect a much 
wider lecogmtion on their pait of the need for co operation between science and 
industry, and a greater readiness to eudovv industrial research with a view to 
cheapening production Such research is considered, in all enlightened countries, 
as an insurance against the daik dnvs, and to day when the woild seoras so 
much out of joint, the enlightened industrialists should do well to consider themse- 
lves only as servants of society— essentially moral beings whose main dividends arc 
the benefits, which they confer by providing employment, and by manufacturing 
commodities essential tor the national well-being 

“But the world will not be set right if this change m outlook were confined 
to one class of men only Every intelligent man and woman have now got to 
ponder deeply over the problem that the =eientific search for truth has not assuriil 
the advance of civilisation Inventions intended to relieve toil, and to control the 
forces of nature, which should have given to all a fuller and more salisfvmg life, 
have been prevented into forging instruments of destruction The paradox of 
poverty amidst plenty mocks us in the face In one part of the world wheat 
and cotton are being burnt and milk thrown into streamo, while in another part 
half-naked peojile are starving It is not diflicult to get at the root of this evil 
In respect of scientific knowlSgc and its applications to the problems of the life, 
each generation stands on the shoulders of the preceding one, but in rcspcvt of 
social, cultural and spmtural qualities, no comjnrable development is notice- 
able— perhaps there has been a retrogression since the davs of Asoka and 
Christ Iilodern science has indeed become a menace to civilisation, because 
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vre have refused to -n-ork for social justice, because the interests of indivi- 
duals and communities have not been suboidinated to those of the country, and 
because consideiations of patriotism and the piejudices of race, cieed and’colour, 
haie been allowed to oveiiide the wider consideiations of humanity Thereupon 

lies the tragedy of the modern world — the tiagedy that we witness in the flaming 

cities of Spain and Chim, in the mountain homes of Abjssinia, and m the con- 
centrated hatred in the armed camps of Europe - , 

“It IS not enough that mankind should be piovided with tools of piogess It 
IB a much biggei task to teach them how to use these tools Men of science can- 
not escape moral responsibitity even foi the evil fruits of then labours ’ The chaos 

of modem world is calling out to every man of goodwill and undeistanding to ]oin m 

a educative efibrt, with a view to making the minds of men more flexible and 
adoptable, with a view to lemoving those nariow prejudices which are, choking the 
paths of progress These prejudices did not matter much iii olden davs,* when com- 
munications were difficult — in fact, they weie born because of such inaccessibility 
But to-day when increasing rapidity of communications is causing the woild to 
shrink with a disconcerting rapidity, these piejudices spell disaster for mankind We, 
on this occasion, therefore welcome the effoits of the British Association and the 
American Association for the advancement of Science to mobilise the moral foices 
of the world for promoting better relations between men and nations, and we ofier 
them our wilhng co-opeiation ” 


The Inter-Universities Conference 

4th Quinquennial Session — Bombay — 1st to 3rd March 1939 

Inaugurating the 4th Qumquennial session of the Inter-Universities Conference 
at Bombay on the IsL March 1939 His Excellency Str Roger Lumley, Goieinor 
of Bombay emphasised “the important and decisive part” which Indian Universities 
would have to play at this ‘‘most interesting and vital penod of Indian history” 

The rapid development of University education in India in the last quarter 
of a century, said His Excellency, had created many problems and the world-shak- 
ing events in the same period had made those problems more difficult and compli- 
cated There was, therefore, to-day greater need than ever for clear thinking and 
for calm and cool courage in the’direction of Unnersity policy, if what was best 
in the public aspirations of the present nge and of the coming generation was 
to be realised 

Dealing with the function of the University, the Governor expressed the opinion 
that it should pnmarily be a school of character, from which benefits flowed freely 
to the community and to the world at large With such a leavening of character, 
the knowledge and the learning which a University existed to disseminate, achieved 
their best and fullest purpose ‘‘In these changing conditions”, continued His 
Excellency, ‘‘let us be sure what a University should be and for what it should 
exist It must, I would say, remain a seat of learning and culture, a centre for 
co-ordmatmg knowledge and the results of learning m its broadest sense” 

Contmuing, His Excellency said that the University was a bulwark that pre- 
served what had been done and sought to adapt easily and without too muclr 
nolence, what was most beneficial in the doctrines that came from the world of 
action “The modem world, whether or not it escapes the more violent catastrophes, 
has to face continuously the no less formidable threat of the speed and bustle and 
helplessness of life All the more essential, therefore, to guard Universities as re- 
fugees of broad and independent thought”. His Excellency added 

Bearmg the above in mind, he would emphasise the dangers of parochialism 
in any future University deielopment or the encouragement of purely local interest, 
where that was likely to interfere with a broader and more generous ideal of the 
cultural importance of scholarship and learning The Governor reiterated his belief 
that the University must remain as it is in all free countries, the seat where free- 
dom of thought and fieedom of speech were enthroned 
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Western countries was laigely concerned with the provision of educational 
facilities through extension lectures and tutorial classes foi literate adults who had 
not gone through a regular course of University study, m order to enable them to 
improve themselves either piofcssionally or cultuially In India, houever, where 
over 90 pei cent of the population was illiterate, the conception of adult education 
must necessanly be wider and coiei a moie varied programme than that followed 
in the West “My own new” Mi Eunganatham said, “is that the' -liilmdation of 
adult illiteiacy should occupy a veiy piommeiit place iii any piogiamme Of adult 
education in India Literacy, it is tiue, is not education, but it i6 a means to an 
evei continuing process of self-education and would provide a sound foundation for 
the success of all oiii schemes of rural reconstruction I was much impressed with 
the methods of teaching adult illiterates advocated by Dr Laubach, who nas achieved 
remarkable results in his literacy work in the Philippines Some such simple and 
effective method of teaching adults to read and write has to be devised if we are to 
achieve anv large measure of success in the neai future Successful experiments 
have been made by some in regard to the teaching of Tamil, and I would appeal to 
teachers and otheis to carry on furthei leseaich in this direction But m addition 
to some easy method of teaching illiterates the great need of the hour is a large 
body of roluntaiy helpers The need for adult education has long existed in our 
country, but it is only now that it is seen to constitute an urgent and pressing 
appeal The next step is for groups of peisons kindled by the desire for service, to 
respond to the call and embark on this great social effort” 

“I would therefore urge the formation in our schools and colleges of Associa- 
tions of students and teachers who are imbued with the desire to undertake the 
work of adult literacy lu urban areas, the work could be started at once among 
labourers and industiial workers Night schools or schools duiing the holidays may 
be started in which the members of the Association may undertake to teach adult 
illiterates Short courses of lectures on subjects of general interest could also be 
gnen from time to time 

“In rural areas, it would be necessary to arrange for exciisions during holidays 
for establishing educational or social centres foi the benefit of the villagei 

“Adult educational work in India, must necessarily be many-sided, and in rural 
areas, particularly, it should embrace all aspects of the life and work of the villagers 
It should offer not only opportunities for general culture, but aim also at impioving 
the practical eflicicncy of the village worker There is need therefore for co-oidina- 
tiiig the woik of all welfare associations and agencies which have for then object 
the ujilift of the masses In this great task of cssisting in the spread of literacy 
amoig adults and in stimulating and organising edncational and social woik for 
the benefit of the rural and urban masses, there is room for amateur efforts in social 
service as well as for work by trained experts The University would be willing to 
co-operate both with Government 'and with other voluntary oiganisations in tins 
national effort to improve the well-being of the common man It has alieady issued 
an appeal to the colleges to form social service leagues of teachers and students for 
the purpose of liquidating adult illiteracy in their immediate neighbourhood It 
would be glad to institute vacation lectures in approved adult literacy methods for 
the benefit of students and teachers 

“It would also be prenared, in consultation with Government, to institute a course 
of social study and training for those who wish to equip themselves for welfare 
work among the masses It would be willing I am sure, to encourage schemes for 
the production of suitable liteiatuie for new btexates and for the expansion of the 
library movement in rural areas 

“This Conference will, I am glad to find, discuss many important aspects of 
the problem of adult education In such a wide and many-sided movement as that 
of adult education, it is necessary that we should be cleai in regard to our aims, 
and the methods to be adopted to suit our varying purposes It is also necessary to 
have suitable organisations for carrying out the work and a ceitun measure of 
financial support But more important than all these is an ardent spirit of service 
in all those who will engage in this great work A real missionary zeal is necessary 
if the Adult Education movement is to spread and meet with a large measure of 
success I hope our educated young men and women will respond to this call for 
national seivice Mass education is the greatest and most uigent need in our coun- 
try to-day Adult education is the chief means by which we can raise the social, 
moral and intellectual level of the masses, improve national efficiency and build up 
citizenship I may be permitted to point out to our young men that in responding 
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to this call, tbc benefit will not all be oti tbe side of tbeii less fortunate brethren 
No man can trulj fulfil his citizenship without a knowledge of other men and 
their conditions gained by personal contacts with them Adult Education work will 
bring them into such living contact with then iindcr-prnileged brethren, that they 
will gam in citizenship as much as they giie in service to others I wish this 
Conference all success " 

' The Inaugural Address 

Dr George JS Arundale, President of the Theosophical Socictv, in the course 
of his inaugural addiess, said that adult education was of the fiist importance to the 
progress of the country One of the fundamentals of adult education was that they 
must go to the people and take them in the conditions in which thev liicd and try 
to help to live happier and moie prosperous lives If this w’s done, it did not 
matter what kind of education they imparted from tbe standpoint of actual literacy 
There was a feeling that the three B’s, leading, wnting and arithmetic, were the 
essential ingredients of a real system of education For his own part, he had not 
that tremendous faith in these He felt that the spiiit of service was the first 
ingredient of a true national system of education Qhe inculcation of the spiiit 
of simplicity in life was the second ingicdient If they could stimulate these two 
piinciples m then educational institutions, then the spiiit of leaiinng would come 
and the students would be able to do constructive work 

Di Arundale, proceeding said that he 160 much appreciated the icmarks of 
the Vice-Chancellor that students of schools and colleges sliould be behind such 
work “I feel,” he said, “that in evciy school lait of the cuiiiculiim should be to 
inculcate this spiiit of seivice so that the students may learn to become good 
citizens and have a sense of lesponsibilily to those round him “Whatcvei wo do, we 
must do foi SCI vice I always feel initated when some of oui great educationists 
tell us that knowledge must be acquired for the sake of knowledge I entirely deny 
that I believe that "knowledge must be acquired for the sake of service Knowledge 
16 only a means to an end and not an end in itself I would like to see \cry 
much that the whole system was entiiclv lemodclled, so that while from one point 
of view we may stress a happy and efficient individuality and from the other stress 
the urgent need of good citizenship 

“It IS a good thing to have schemes of education like the Wardha Scheme, 
but it IS better thing”, Di Arundale proceeded, “to have movements in 
education I should like to see the Goveinment not hesitate to do things that 
Governments geneially do not do I want the Goveinment to lead move- 
ments of students and tcacheis and of those inteiested, to spread the know- 
ledge they have I think, the hou Mi Verkey, our new Education Minister, 
might well become an apostle heie in Madias of ft great movement to lift up the 
population to a liighei status The Goveinment sliould lead, and the Government 
should inspiie It is not enough for a Goveifiment to be merelv cfiicient, pass 
Acts and peifoim ordinaiy functions \Ve roust strike out in this coiintiv a new 
spirit in Government, a spirit whereby every Llinistei is far less an official and far 
moie a non-ofiicial and gather lound him those who aie substantiallv helping the 
people to live moie happily and lead moie piospeious lives Poor people must 
reel that we are thinking of them and that we are placing at their disposal the 
knowledge that we have 

“I should like to have a national Students’ Service Crops and to make that 
corps responsible foi adult education thioughout the province It could be done. 
The question is whether we feel that it is respectable for us to have enthusiasm to 
do It People aio afraid of enthusiasm, of emotions and of feelings There is no 
education of emotions as far as I know at tbe present dav in India A movement 
like this leally develops the emotions and feelings and enthusiasm We can have 
heart to heart meetings with the masses ” 

The Presidential Address 

Mr N Faiagopalan then deliveicd his picsidential address He said that 
nearly 86 percent of the population 111 India was illiterate The chief coiitnbutorv 
cause was the failure to have an eftcctivc svstem of elementarv education Even 
the elementary education that was now given was not satisfactory as it was not 
carried to the end of the 8th standard 

The problem of adult education was how to help the adult to get over his de- 
jection, and to create in him an interest in life Nevt, there was the question of 
giving him such an education as would induce him to provide himself with the 
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amenties of life In the programme that might be considered should be included 
the establishment of adult classes on a nation-uide scale, the expansion of elemen- 
tary education up to the 8th standard, the training of ivhat might be called an 
“Adult Education Board” to co-ordinate work done in the proiince and the pro- 
vision of suitable text-books 

The Piesident, proceeding, said that adult schools must be established all over 
the country and it should be the aim within their influence The classes could be 
held m the evenings He pleaded for special provision for the tardy or the defective 
adults The question of accommodation was not a seiious one The existing school 
buildings coaid be utilised for teaching the adults No senous objection would bs 
raised so long as it would not interfere with regular working of the schools School 
buildings could also be used for meetings of the local improvement leagues, parents’ 
associations, civic welfare associations and debating societies There should also be 
a moiement to make these school buildings available as a social centre for the 
locality in which they weie situated The President said that local bodies and muni- 
cipalities could help a great deal m this work They were agents of &e State and 
they should devote consideiable attention to this problem 

In conclusion, the President said that though there were many defects in the 
present-day education, they had made great strides. They had men and women at 
present able to tackle the problem of education, men and women who had special 
training and who could deal uith it eflectively “The adult education movement 
needs the best machinery”, he said, “that can be found, the best tools that can be 
dibcoaeied — and the best tool that the world has ever yet produced is a^petially 
trained human brain” Mr Eajagopalan hoped that as a result of the Coufeience, 
definite measuies would be formulated for the early attainment of them ideal 

Resolutions — ^Second Day — Madras— 14th January 1939 ' 

The Conference adopted several resolutions touching the work ahead The 
Conference asked the Goieinment to “so amend the Madras Elementary Education 
Act as to bring within its ambit the education of illiterate adults” and to “so 
amend the Jladras Factories Act as to- make provision therein for imparting 
Vacation to adults, the employer being called upon to bear bis share of the 
expenditure” The conference also asked the Government to direct their village and 
district officers to affoid every facility in their power lo those who were 
engaged in adult education work, and to authorise District Boards, municipahties 
and panchayats for the spread of adult education 

The Coufeience “issued a challenge to everj literate man and woman in India 
to make two people hteiate in the great enterprise of making this great land fully 
literate” 

By othei resolutions, the Conference asked local bodies to take suitable steps 
to fuithei the cause of adult education both of men and women, and the libraries 
in the country “to take up the lemoval of adult illiteracy as an integial part of 
their activities” It asked all library organisations, provincial and others, to collect 
proposals and send them to the Committee of the South Indian Adult Education 
Association 

The Conference asked the Mayor of Madias “to call at an early date a con- 
ference of all organisations interested in social work and to take measures in con- 
Bidtation with them to start a literacy campaign m the City of Madias” 

The Conference “earnestly requested the Syndicates (of the Universities) to 
institute extension boards that will carry on research on the best methods of 
spreading adult literacy, and produce suitable literature for adults, to enlist volun- 
teeis in every college foi adult education service dunng vacations and to tram 
literacy workers, bv vacation and extension lectures, on the best methods of teach- 
ing illiterates to read” 

The Conference asked the Government to “encourage the production and pro- 
pagation of educational films especially ih rural areas, bv fixmg a quota of educa- 
tional films in eveiy exhibition” 



The Madras Prov. Educational Conference 

Thirteenth Session — Madras — 8th May 1939 

The Presidential Address 

* The tbiteentb session of the Madras Provincial Educational Conference commen- 
ced at Madias on the 8th May 1939 under the presidency of Mr V P Ahscshiah, who 
in the couise of his address, said that as one who has spent over dO years in the 
profession it gaie him gieat joy to be in then midst During the last 23 years he 
had only handled college classes and as such he had not been in diiect touch mth 
secondiny and elementary education But he was sure that they wcio all connected 
together and foimed parts of a unitary whole and men engaged in different grades 
of teaching onght to regard one another as colleagues in a common enterprise 
and in the building up a nation 

Refeiring to recent tendencies in the educational outlook, the President said 
that Education had been a buining topic during the last ti\o decades In a 
sense it, oJuays been a topic of pciennial inteiest But the tendency during 
the hsf 23 yearg had been to le-think. restate, the implications of sound education, 
to examine, sift aud analyse the system of education in all its laiious aspects 
and stages, and to recast, modify and adjust in such a way as to meet the social, 
economic, cultural and practical needs of the present time Buch a complex, 
haimonious, ivcll-balanccd system of education was not easy to achic'c at one 
stroke It must be evolved giadually in the light of experience at the result of 
patient thought aud stienuous endeavour That was exactly what had been going 
on foi some years All along thcie had been a sense of inadequacy which led to 
such tremendous changes Eow the emphasis was placed more on the jiraotical 
and human side In short, education should be in close touch with the lealities of 
life and cnMionment A gieat deal of constiuctive and critical thought had been 
bestowed upon the subject resulting in the evolution of certain methods and scheme 
which might themselves could not oe said to be final 

" ‘Thq most iecent of such raetliods, the President said, is the Wardha scheme 
and It IS an instance in point It combines, it is claimed, the salient features of 
the perious systems in addition to being cnft-centred, and hence pre eminently 
jvractical The pios and cons have been ciitically examined, some extolling it vs 
the most satisfactory scheme while otheis condemning it out-right Among those 
tint suppoit the scheme aidenth is the hen the Education Jlinister wlio has 
wiittcn an infoiming book about the scheme bringing out its mciits The author 
of the scheme is the first citizen of India, a sage and a saint who commands 
our unbounded revcience and admiiation and it is qiute possible that our psycholo- 
gical attitude may unconsciously regaid this piodiict of Ins great mind as almost 
infallible The scheme is still to be tiled Time and expeiience alone will show 
its real value in liquidating illiteracy and laving the fouadatiou for the choice 
of a proper v ocation for the pupils in* after life 

"Among other things undeilying the conception of the scheme seems to 
belts aim to achieve economic cfhciency of the future generations but the most 
recent ciiticisra of the sxstem is that it lays over-cmphasis on crafts and eliminates 
all cultural education Further it is said that it neglects English cntiioh without 
which for a long time to come wc can ill-afford to Inc nor earn on onr business 
and negotiations Again too mucli time spent on crafts will result in pujvils forgetting 
the thiee 11 s when thev left the school Moreover, psycholocualh it is regarded 
as an unsound svsfcni, because intensive work at crafts at an caily stage would 
have a deleterious effect on the mental training of the pujiils The result will be 
It IS fcareil, that at the end of Ihe seven vears course the piijul would be stuntca 
mentally and would be fit only to be a wage slave Hius, the children of the 
poorer classes would sufler 'and the richer classes would complcteh hold them 
in their grip These aic some of the fcatuics that are sujvjvo'cd to vitnie the 
scheme completely IFe pictuie is rather ovcidrawn M itliout claiming infallibilKv 
for the scheme it may be tncd, and if the result proves unsatisfactoiw, it max b'e 
discarded This criticism has, at the hack of xt. communal bias, and communalwm 
58 
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should not be allowed to encroach upon educational sphere In this sphere at 
least, ue must be free from it The two sj stems cited above, and fairly scrutinised 
distinctly mark lecent tendencies in the educational outlook 

“The question of re-organisation of fcecondary Education is on the anvil 
It IS very strongly ui^ed in some quarters that there should be a radical change 
resulting in better co-oidination and less rigidity of examinations The real defect 
IS that the system has become out of date, and requires to he adjusted and altered 
m collaboration with educational experts ” 

On the subject of co-education, the President said Tt has been earned on 
for more than thirty jears m a very limited scale in the lower stages , but recently, 
it has increased by leaps and boun,ds especially in the University classes It 
augurs well for the nation that the tvopien of the country are taking adiantage 
of the opportunities given to them and are endear ouiing to* measure up to the 
standard of western women Indian women should be increasingly educated not 
to compete with men, but to contribute their shaie to the advancement of the 
nation so that oui country may take hei legitimate place as a free nation in the 
world Women have a very important part to play along with men in the social, 
economic and political life of the country Moreover, an educated and cidtured 
mother’s children have a distinct advantage in their upbringing Women with a 
sound education aie unquestionably a social arid moial asset and a jidtent influence 
for good in the domestic life Under the present circumstances girls may be 
educated side by side with boys until they reach ten years of age and in the 
college classes co-education may go on as at present 

Dealing with the question of relationship between the- teacher and the pupils. 
Ml Adiseshiah said — > , 

“It has been said that the relationship nowadays between the teachur and 
the pupil IS not what it was in the good old days Ihe teacher is helpless when 
he IS confronted with breaches of discipline and disoiderly behaviour on the part 
of the pupils They say that it is all the manifestation of the spirit of the times 
and should ha dealt with tactfully and sympathetically We have been reading 
recently in the newspapers about strikes, revolts against school authorities, picketing, 
staging walk-outs etc Suielv, sound judgment and critical thought, acquisition 
of solid knowledge, diligent* application to studies cannot flourish in an atmosphere 
of tension and turmoil No efforts on the pait of the teacher will be adequate in 
putting down such indiscipline unless the parents co-opeiate The educated 
parents can render a valuable help in this matter The pupils are sometimes 
under unhealthy influences and political exploit-’tion of the studentry has been 
responsible in a great measure for this state of indiscipline Immature minds 
easily fall victims to flattery and cajolery of the irresponsible politicians The 
teacher’s task becomes extremely^ diSicult in such a plight , but he must nse to 
the demand made on him by such a situation and use his moral force or soul 
force in weaning the immature minds to the path of rectitude and dignified 
behaviour The c-^pacity of the teacher to cope With such a disconcerting 
situation wi'l be in pioportion to the confidence he is able to infuse m the 
pupds by his good work, exemplary conduct and the love and respect he is 
able to command and the sympathy he shows to the legitimate aspuations of his 
pupils Such a talented teacher is sure to earn the lasting gictitude of his pupils 
and of the parents This implies that such a teacher is a concrete embodiment of 
all that IS lovely, comely and honourable” 

University education, the President continued, had undergone tremendous 
changes during the last 25 years both in the cuiiicula of studies and extra-cun icular 
activities The opportunities afforded to the students were as numerous as they were 
valuable, in spite of the acute unemployment problem which had a depiessing’ effect 
on the students and chilled then enthusiasm It was all very well to speak of the 
necessity of pursuing knowledge for its own sake for the sake of its intrinsic value, 
jflain living and high thinking was a sublime ideal, but thev must face hard facts 
in this work-a-day world Maxims, however elevating thev might be, could not feed 
and clothe them, and a solution must be found If it was conceded that in any 
walk of life an educated man was more eflicient than one who was less fortunate, 
more resourceful, more capable of adjusting himself to a given situation bv dmt of 
his academic training, then certainly, a university man should be able to cope with 
the reahties of life and get on well , but he must be given an opportunity and a 
decent start In this connection we should say that the ins’stence on the practical 
bias m framing at every stage of his education would become perfectly relevant 
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and imperative One of the suggestions made to nlhy this gnm spectre of unem- 
ployment was (hat instead of scnmbling for Goiernmcnt posts, and becoming dis- 
gruntled Tvhen unsuccessful, the larsity joung men should enter into cntcrpiiscs of 
various kinds, rural uplift woik, etc , to 1 cep them bus\ It ivas a ivcll known fat t 
that the earning capacity was larely in pioportion to the amount of kiiowledgc or 
high degrees and titles 

“It 13 a mockery ta call upon these ambitious joiing men, he went on to sav, 
who are at the threshold of life with rosy msioub of their futuic to do honoi wy 
work or set them adrift on sotietj to take their chance in such laige numbcis to 
shift foi themseUes ITie Unncrsiiy and the Goccrn merit are cndeacounng to devise 
ways and means to help these young men Ihcre aic some pnvate bodies who axe 
woiLing towards the same object , but ncfthing very substantial has been done till 
now, or rathei their elToits haae not touched even the fringe of the pioblcm 9 he 
problem ought to be solved and the tense situation cased Ihe sooner it is done, 
the better It should be taken up and tackled seriously by the Govciument, business 
firms and othei private employing bodies ” 

Dealing with the condition of the teachers, Mr Adfseshiah said that the handi- 
caps under whicli they were suffering must in season and out of season, be brought 
to the notice of the authorities 'Ihe South India ’Jeachers’ Union had heen 
engaging itself inr ej.ahnoing i,uch questions on the teachers’ security and tenure of 
oflice, piy and prosi)rcts and other kindred questions but nothing vciy apjirctiable 
had been done to improve then lot There could be no two opinions on the fact 
that the Giant*in-Aiu Code should be revised, the grant should be given moic 
libeiallv, and equipment grant should not for any reason bo curtailed or stop] ed as 
It was suggested sohie months ‘ago bv the Premier It might be tiue that in his 
days,c{liey were getting on fairly well without costly equipment Now the davs 
weio diffeient These were the davs of tremendous improvements in all diicctions 
Education had become more realistic and knowledge was not built upon incic 
imagination On the other hand, it was based upon the pupil’s living contact with 
concrete elements and environments Hence, the necessity for faiily decent equip- 
ment which would be helpful in making the child’s education and cv) enmcntation 
of the scientists really concrete and convincing Ihe inclusion of expciienccd edu- 
cational exponents should be insisted on in the proposed advisoiy council when it 
was created and in the preparation of any scheme to modify the present svstcni, and 
the educational policy and programme in general 

In conclusion, the President said that he was sure that they were influenced by 
the sublime ideal of NtshKamaLarma,’ unconsciously He would ajqical to them to 
make it a conscious and explicit living principle, guiding, contiollmg and encigising 
their life and work 


The All-India Students’ Conference 

Fourth Session — Calcutta — 1st & 2nd January 1939 

The Opening Address 

The Fourth Session of the All-India Students’ Conference commenced m 
Calcutta on the 1st January 1939 Sj Sarat Chandra Bose, leader of the Rcimal 
Congress Partv, in opening the Conference gald ' — 

“I have been summoned here to (Ten this Conference. I do so with the 
grixatest leadincss and enthusiasm, %it 1 am not ashamed to confess that I do it 
feeling all the time like the fifth wheel of a coach, whose utility is ‘•ml’’ and dom- 
ativc value questionable 

“In my vouiig davs and even down to more recent tines, one President and 
one Chairman of the Reception Committee were considered evils enough connecter! 

with a Conference It was as much as one could do to rope in one iFon to act as 
President The hunt has certainly not become easier of late IMiv ihcn diinli 
cate your worries by adding a second figurehead ? It may be the introduction of 
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co-education has given you new powers of persuasion, which are particularly 
effective in extorting ‘'chaiith ’ from people who aie not given to fnttenng away 
their bank balances in the foim of subscriptions But in peace as in war, the defen- 
sive soon overtakes the offensive, so that in the end ne stand where we always did 
In fact, from what I have seen and heard, it seems in the President-hunt, the 
experiences of mv young comrades who have organised this Conference have not been 
less exasperatmg than they weie expected to be Theiefoie, my adiice to you is — 

Always shun and shed unnecessary appendages Be simple, be simpler, and 
be more simple still ilissmg and hittuig a senes of disillusioned oldish celebrities 
and pseudo-eelebnties is not as exhilaiating a game as missing and hittmg cricket, 
football, and tennis balls Leave old men to- ti eir unimaginative ways Act np to 
the secret conviction of youth that they are a lot of useless fogej s ' I know what 
your candid views are Yon say among yourselves that their insides are always as 
bald as their pates sometimes aie So, do not pretend to seek inspiration from 
them, but pursue your own headlong course If that leads you to wisdom so much 
the better , if that leads you to mistakes even that is not as bad as it might seem , 
but do not, if you pnze the spnng-hme of your life, stand waiting for limpmg 
mentors which would have your sparkle and fire ‘'sickbed over with the pale cast 
of thought” 

“I find I am lapsing into the incorrigible weakness of age, which, is to preach 
at youth Before comuig down to this Conference I had decided that I should 
leave this as the sole privilege of your distinguished President But it is difhcult 
for a man of my age to see so many young faces before him and check the flow 
of didacticism A wise if cynical, sphorist has said that men give nothing more 
bberally than advice. This is truer still of the lelations between old and young 
people ,* for, there is nothmg old men desire more ardently than that the commg 
generation should be made m their own image Y’outh, on the contrary, would 
not be youth if it did not rise as one man against this imposition So the sons 
mb the fathers against the gram and do things which set the latter’s teeth on 
edge On a winter mornmg they sleep under the coverlid when the senior rush 
to the ‘•Maidan” m virtuous and voluntary search, as they pretend, of phvsical 
fitness but in reality goaded by the tortures of msomnia. They romp and msh 
without fear for their hearts and blood-Tessels They smile at and are smiled at 
by young beauties with as little danger to their heart and blood-vessels m the 
figurative sense All this sets up a tension— a real tension, invisible and uncon- 
fessed though it might be — between i age and youth I believe there are 
many fiery communists among my young fnends here. Have they eier 
given thought to this aspect of the inevitable class-struggle ? On the assumption 
that they have, I would humbly mquire how they propose to go about to create 
a class-fcs society m this r^pect. Perhaps I could help them with a suggestion 
As a lawyer behevmg m precedents, I would put before them the example of 
certam primitive tribes whose young men spear their parents to death as soon 
as they have reached man’s estate ' 

‘‘My young communist fnends are firm believers in a drastic resolution of 
the class-stmggle So the idea of puttmg an end to the eternal 'dialectic’ between 
youth and age in this manner might not be unwelcome to them , on the contrary, 
if we are to beheie Plato, Democracy proceeds on a subtler plan It demoralises 
the old men Let me quote the actual words of the great philosopher As a 
consequence of democratic liberty, Plato says, ‘the father accustoms himself to 
become like his child and to fear his sons, and the son m his desne for heedom 
becomes like his father and has no fear or reverence for his parent The School- 
master fears and flatters his pupils, and the pupils despise both their schoolmasters 
and their tutors And altogether, the young act like their seniors and compete 
with them m speech and m action , whde the old men condescend to the young 
and become tnumps of versatihty and' wit, imitating them juniors in order to 
avoid the appearance of being sour or despotic ’ You thus have two alternative 
methods of aealing with your elders— the communistic and the democratic 
Which of them you will " choose will depend entuely on whether you have faith 
or have no faith in the prmciple of ‘•Ahimsa”>As for us, the choice wdl make 
no difference whatever in substance Either we ore put up agamst the iiall and 
face the finng squad, or we march chained to the wheels of your triumphal chariot 

“But IS there really no third way — which is neither destruction nor corruption — 
for reconcilmg not only the antithesis between youth and age but every species 
of difference m outlook ? ’The modem world has come dangerously near to believing 
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that there is not Servitude and intolerance are spreading at an appalling rate 
among us Europe which from the end of the 18th Century made a goddess of 
liberty, is recanting her faith How far this lecanlation has gone will become 
disconcertingly plain if we take the example not of Geimany or Italy where free 
institutions Tiad never taken deep root, but of England herself, nhose boast used 
to be that she nas the ‘Llother of Pailiaments I haie been looking through a 
recently published book, written by an Englishman, nhose theme is that 
Parliamentaiy Democracy must be thiown oierboard in ordei to enable Great 
Britain to live in peace with the totalitarian regimes “Attachment to Pailiamcntarv 
Democracy,” this wiiter says, “ threatens us with economic disaster and 
prevents our sound defence against military defeat and destruction If we are to 
avoid these dooms the system must eithei be diastieally amended oi completely 
abandoned in favour of some other system , , , , r 

“Weie this the view of a solitary ciank, there would have been little cause tor 
anxiety in its expiession The most significant fact about such ideas, is, however, 
that they are gaining in stiength among a very influential section of the peoiile of 
England Many Englishmen are inclining to the opinion that Democracy will always be 
behind ‘Dictatorship in respect of progiess and that, therefore, it had better go 
Among those who have sympathy foi such views me included men who control 
some of the gieat newspapers of Great Britain The present Piinie Minister of 
England and^some at least of his colleagues are also perhaps of the same wav of 
thinking 


“Yet what strikes me as the queerest part of this business is not the admira- 
tion of the unconscious Fascists for the pioclaimed ones, but the inability of those 
who dislike Fascist tyranny most to think of a moie effective means of counteract- 
ing It than the adoption of a diffeient kind of regimentation This, to my mind, is a 
giievous eiror of method, foi if history teaches us anything it teaches us that really 
progressive ideas stand in no need of the compulsion of force Take the case of 
Christianity foi example It made its way into the world by sheer moral attrac- 
tiveness bo will, in my belief, all ideas which contain the seed of future develop- 
ment and are based on the innate cieativenesss of man fcelf-propagntion is the 
law of their being and becoming They will certainly need oiganisation and dis- 
cipline— and organisation and discipline of a highei oidci than can be conceived of 
the martinets of collective goose-step— but they will not lequirc bloodshed, noi be 
suppressed by bloodshed 

“To my thinking. Socialism oi Communism or whatever you may call it— the 
label IS of little significance as long as we aie agreed about the substance of the 
thing— is such an idea Its fundamental note is love and not, as has many times 
been asserted, haticd The ceaseless insistence on class- war does, however, tend to 
throw the sunniei, the more altruistic, and the moie messianic aspect of socialism 
somewhat into the shade This has undoubtedly lessened the moral appeal of 
Socialism for men and nations who by tiadition and temperament are not drawn 
to the idea of mtoleiant conflict On a recent occasion, I tiled to bring out tins 
idea and, while declaiing myself a socialist, voiced ray dis-inclination for class-conflict 
This has naturally provoked criticism The orthodox Communist would no more 
heal of the disentangling of his creed fiom the idea of class-war than tlic o.thdox 
gcometiicians would heai of squaring the ciicle But this, I submit, is love of 
dogma, not of tiiith I cannot understand why Marxists of all people should object to 
any modification and adaptation of their master’s doctrine, when he himself had said 
that changes in human tliought were determined liy the material conditions of life 
takM as a whole This sound doctiine, I presume, entitles us to reshape Socialist 
tloctrine in conformity with the conditions in which it is to be applied Marx took 
a sirnilai line with his master Hegel’s doctrine and re-orfentca it in a manner 
' Jr , the latter would have been the fiist to lepudiate T’et Marx is no less of a 
Hegelian foi that 


I enter this plea for greater openness of mind and fredoom from dogmatism 
not in lespect of Socialism alone but for the whole circle of human thought We 
rnust not forget that political freedom, with all its urgency for us, is onlv a part 
ot freedom It must be completed as well as made possible bv freedom in other 
spheres I consider the maintenance of intellectual freedom— freedom of thought— to 
be one of the highest duties of voiith In the modem world, intellectual fre^om is 
threatened both cxternallv and internally Authontananism is attacking it from 
inside, and the second danger is not a whit loss serious than the first ITie age 
wc live in IB often called the machine age. I thmk it can with as much proprietv be 
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called the “age of slogans” Their deadly blight is spi ending like locusts to destroy 
the haid-earned intellectual haivest of mankind Under then hypnotic sway we 
aie veiy near forgetting that Tiuth has to be upheld and discoveied afiesh by every 
age if the fountain-head of human endeavoui is not to lun diy It should be the 
mission of youth to free us fiom this bondage They must libeiate Tiuth from 
the many shackles of self-inteiest, obscurantism, and mental inertia 

“My call IS then for freedom fiecdom, no less in the things of the mind 
than in the social and political older But iii oidei to gne ficedom its chance, 
it must have its necessary complement— discipline Bj discipline I do not mean 
discipline induced bj external potvei, which is best exemplified by the legimentation 
prevalent in the totalitaiian states Tins kind of discipline aud this use of power 
has been biilliantly analysed by Beitiand Russell in his new book on “Power” 
fiom which I would lead out to you the following passage — 

“These foims of powei aie most nakedly and simply displayed in our dealings 
with animals, where disgmses and pretences aie not thought necessaiy When 
a pig with a lope round its middle is hoisted squealing into a ship, it is subject 
to direct physical power over its body On the othei hand, when the pioverbial 
donkey follows the pioverbial cairot, we induce lum to act as we wish by 
persuading him that it is to his inteiest to do so Inteimediate between these 
two cases is that of perfoiming animals, in whom habits have been formed by 
rewards and punishments also, in a dififeient way, that of sheep induced to embaik 
on a ship, when the leadei has to be dragged across the gangway by force, and 
the rest then follow willingly 

“All these forms of power are exemplified among human bcings 

“The case of the pig illustiates militaiT and police power, 

“The donkey with the carrot typifies the power of propaganda 

“Performing animals show the power of “education ” 

“The sheep following their unwilling leadei me illustrative of party politics, 
whenever, as is usual, a revered leadei is in bondage to a clique or to party bosses 

“Let us apply these Aesopian analogies to the rise of Hitler The carrot was 
the Nazi programme (involving, e g , the abolition of inteiest) , the donkey was 
the lower middle class The sheep and their leader were the Social Demociats 
and Hindenburg The pigs (only so far as their misfortunes aie concerned) were 
the victims in concentration camps and the performing animals are the millions 
who make the Nazi salute ” 

“Well, there are many even amongst us whose conception of discipline does 
not go bejond wearing the badge aud giving the salute I have very little respect 
for tins kind of discipline, although I admit it might be an instrument of power 
for those who covet dictatorship When I speak of discipline I have in view a 
totally different state of the mind That discipline comes fiom freedom from 
those archaic impulses within us, which make it difficult for us to reconcile the 
pursuit of indinduality with collective good “Life is a pure flame , we live by an 
invisible sun within us,” said Sir Thomas Browne But not to all is given the 
perception of this invisible sun in all its undimmed glory , nor does life’s flame 
bum at its purest at all moments When the dust of daily life or the dross of 
earthly aims lie thick on us, egotism gains the mastery and makes us forget that 
freedom is not a single individual’s privilege but the biith-iight of all It is in this 
forgetf ilness that lies the greatest dangei to freedom We must guard against this 
danger by remembering that on the highest plane Self-discipline merges with Freedom, 

“Comrades, I welcome you all to your spintual home It is not a city of 
“dreaming spires” , nevertheless, it is your spiritual home, for it is here that the 
students movement had its birth anout three decades ago The site on which jou 
and I have assembled to-day is almost classic ground It is hallowed by the 
memories of Lai Mohan Ghose and Surendra Nath Baneijee, Ananda Mohan Bose 
Abdul Rasul, Aurobindo Ghose and. Bipin Chandra Pal, Deshbandhu Chittaranjan 
Da's and Deshpiiya Jatmdra Mohan Ben Gupta Bear proudly the torch of freedom 
which they have handed over to you and hand it over in your turn, pure and un- 
sullied to those who are coming after you With these words I declare this con- 
ference open” 

The Presidential Address 

In the course of his Presidential address. Dr K M Ashraf said — 

“I fiankly confess to a sense of extreme hesitation and embarassment when I 
rise to address you on this occasion Ten oi twenty years ago the task of the 
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president of the All-India Students’ Federation, if theie was one, was comparativcl> 
simple and even pleasant He was expected to deliaer a bright sermon to the ^outu. 
With apt quotations fiom classical wnteiB and with an anecdote or two to relieve 
lou from tile strain of exhaustion 'Ibey do that successfullv cien now in the 
liberal federation and you get some of that atmosphere when aou visit a wcll-pro- 
iidcd lanjci or doctor of so called hbcial opinion I am afiaid jou aie no more 
satisfied uith th.t sort of stuff You aic faced with a conciete siti ation and living 
piobiems. and you want straight mid cleai answers to the various issues that face 
jou Comparatively joung in jears, joins, is a privileged class which brings fresh- 
ness and vigour in eveiy problem it analyses Like older people jou are not 
obsessed with inherent and acquired inhibitions and jou look to the future with 
confidence It is not suiprismg that the old guaid has- been meicilessly treated by 
voungei elements in some countries, and fiom vhat I see I feel it richly deserves 
the fate ” , , , , , 

“Our country,” Dr Ashraf observed, “has gone through two wlolc de- 
cades of national mass struggle and during the tomse of the cvpciiencc we have 
developed a bigger and bioacier outlook until finally wc have begun to realise that 
om national stiuggle is a part of the world struggle foi a bcttei order of sociefv 
Wchave definitely allied oiusclvcs with dcmociatic forces of the world against 
Fascism The Indian National Congicss has now foimiilited a raoie oi less clear 
foieigii policy of its own as against our impeiialist luleis and it is a fact that 
at the same time when the Conservative British piemier was sccrcllj helping 
Fianco to win the wai o''l'aseiBm in Spain, Pandit Jawaharlal, a distinguished cv- 
piesident of the Oongiess was openly fiateinising with Kcpublican Spam of woikcis 
and peasants In fact valiant Indian comrades wcie avtually lighting with the 
Intcinational Brigade, which built up a gloiious defence of Madiid and gave a 
conciete example of the international solidarity of the weak and exhibited humani- 
ty apainst impeiialisni and fascism I fake this oppoitiinity to congratulate comrade 
liucldai who has just ictui nod to India and comrade Anand who is with us It 
18 the same with China The Indian National Congicss has sent a medical deputa- 
tion as a raaik of its solidaiity with the Chinese as against Japanese imperialists 
The Indian national movement is no moic an isolatcdT plicnomenen It has been 
lined up with the world forces of dcmocracj, peace and progress as against fascism 
and war 


Beferiing to the student movement in India Dr Ashraf said csscntiallj clc- 
mociatic and aiiti impeiialist in its natinc it has allied itself with the progressive 
j^outb of other coiintiics and it is a matter of some salisfiction to all of ns that 
the AU-lndia Btudents’ I'cdeiation has aheady been represented at the World Peace 
Conference and the World Youth Congicss I will not dctaia jou with a long 
analjsis of the woild situation foi it has alicadv been rcihsed m practice I will 
not even tax jour patience by examining the intcinational ciisis of capitalism I 
am here conceincd with the gciicial lessons of this woild struggle which I am 
afraiu has not been fully realised in this coiintiy and vve have to talc verj good 
care that wc don’t commit the mistakes which have tost so much to the people of 
other deinov-iatic coiintiics You lemcn^ei that infernatioiial capitalism suffered a 
comple'c collapse after the last Woild W ir, but except foi the communist partj of 
IciiEsia othei democratic movements failed to utilise the opportuiiitj and captitulated 
before the on si -in gh* ‘ ’ cr the guise of fascism in various wajs until 

linalij at MuniLh m building up an open united front Bj 

tne verj logic of the situation we too have to build up a united front of all demo- 
cratic and progressive foices in Iiirha, and let ns be clear as to the dircct’on it takes 
on the nitioiia! and international pi ices 

“Wiicii one hears politicians talking aaainstPiissia” he continued, “and the com- 
munist paitj, one verv much siispc ts that the lessons of tlie intcn ational struggle 
have not been imbibed bj maiij of us m this countij 'Jhc sitiiition in India is 
iindeigOiiig a revolutionary cliangc aud the relationship of forces as between the 
vaiious CUES groupings in society is shifting fioni' d iv to dnv Ihe political parties 
aiKi piogrammcs are thercioic without exception in a state of constant hnx As 
students of pricticd politics we must understand the proce=s of liisforv m tlie 
making and the exact nature of social science to underst md the laws of motions 
undcihing these changes and to grasp the fundament ils of the Inclian situation 
Do not foigct that the social foices v Inch ceise to be progressive do not die out 
Jhtsaxtoo change in reverse Hence the growing conflict of ideology nnd us clccisue 
Bimiiticance in our national struggle Speaking broadly, all our national stnigcdes de- 
velop on the basis of a united front of all anti inipen ilist forces ui our motherland But 
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•vre have to determine from time to time what exactly is the role of a particular 
social group in a given situation in our anti-imperialist struggle It is not very 
long uhen even political mass consciousness on a communal scale was progiessive, 
e\en revolutionary and the Hindu reiivalist movement, the Pan-Islamic and the 
Khilafat mo\cments mateiially contributed to our national struggle But can 
we say the same thing to-day about the present forms of communalism ? The 
message of Mahatma Gandhi nas certainly of the utmost revolutionary importance 
in 1919 and ei en later, but can we say the same at the time when even according to 
him constitutionalism has come to stay During the course of tiio decades our 
national struggle has released new social forces and one witnesses millions of 
peasants and woikers joining our national struggle The people of Indian States 
are now coming in with a reiolutionaiy fen our which was difficult to visualise 
even five jears ago The present leadership, developed under veiy different 
circumstances, finds itself moie or less helpless in the situation, and one gathers 
■the impression as if like King Canute ive are trjing to control the social forces 
inspite of consciously developing them This situation has given rise to the problem 
of new leadership to coriespoud with the new social conditions and it is here 
that comrades like you are called upon to build up the new front of anti-impenalist 
forces and an appiopnate leadership to suit the present situation We are suffering 
from a deadlock in our national movement and it is difficult to visualise how 
we shall develop an alternative leadeiship and an adequate programme of struggle 
except on the basis of the working class, the greatest and the most consistent 
revolutionary force in the modern society 

“I have given some consideration to the national movement and international 
situation to pose before you the majority problems of the situation In your own 
way you have got to face them also After all why have you come to organise a 
student’s movement in this country on an all-India scale The answer is simple 
What you seek is simple and should belong to you as a matter of right You 
seek education, vou want employment, you wish to live a happy and frmtful life 
In short you stand for libeity, peace and progress both individually and as a 
group These demands ate bv no means unreasonable Oui country is potentially 
one of the richest in the woild It should have more than enough to allow for 
youngmen and women a chance to work and study to make the best of his or 
her creative capacity The question uppeimost in your mind is who is responsible 
for the wreckage of you hopes, for the wastage of your lives And the answers 
bring you in conflict with the present social system, in the first instance, against 
British impeiialism and its allies This incidentally solves the question whether 
students should take part in politics I do not think bow you can keep out ” 

In this connecton he mentioned of unemployment now prevalent in this 
country and said, “It is common knowledge that hundicds of educated young- 
men all over India, and particularly of Bengal, have been driven to despair 
through unemployment and misery and have committed suicide But has Govern- 
ment done anything to relieve them beyond preaching sermons on the dignity of 
manual labour? Before the Congress came in, the U P Government at the 
instigation of the Imperial Goveinment appointed what is now known as the 
Sapru Committee to considei the problem of educated unemployment The Congress 
has now come out with the plan of national industnalisation, but other factors apart, 
has this plan any thing in the way to offer in the way of immediate relief? Eecently 
there has been so much talk about villge reconstruction and cottage industries I 
need haidlv say that these plans of village reconstruction offer no solution on a 
national scale within the present political framework and are not a practical 
proposition for us to consider Again, take the question of education After fafty 
years and more British imperialism has succeeded m giving rudiments of educa- 
tion to just more than eight per cent of the population and we know it to our 
cost how our parents have sacrificed themselves to give us the benefit of school 
and college education, and yet at the end of it then hearth as well as ours 
are heavy because the elementary needs of life are being denied to most of us 
by the present social order I know that the Congress is committed to the princi- 
ple of universal education free, primary and secondai-y” 

He pointed out the Wardha scheme of education and said ‘The Zakanah 
Hussain Committee has in fact prepared a new and progressiv e syllabus but this 
IS just one item of our social programme and if the Congress seriously takes it 
up the whole of the present provincial budget will be exhausted by putting it 
into operation I do not know how we can get through our national programme 
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reconstruction witliout a revolutiomi-y captme oE power I do admit that under the 
Coneiess Goieinmenls, the attitude o£ authonties towards students has slightlj 
impioied but I may be no moie suie that the students can rise to their full 
statuie even undei the Congress Governments We have to function through 
the old bureaucratic machinery and it is very difficult to make the present instru- 
ments of Goiernments to suit our needs 


In connexion with hardships encountered by students, Di Ashraf stated 
“Only the other day ne read of hundreds of students being expelled fiom the 
Hyderabad College foi singing the ‘Bandemataram’ song You can appicciate 
fiom this incident how much mc have yet to stnipgle to establish our elementai 7 
rights Of course the censoiship of the impeiialist goieinment and the ban on 
piogiessive liteiatuie still remain and oui chances of cultural dcielopmcnt aie 
very meagie indeed 

‘Among pioblems the student moiemcnt like the national movement is 
faced uith the disruptive forces of communajism,” proceeded Dr Ashraf, while 
speaking on comraiinalisra “Attempts are being made by both Hindus and 
Muslim communal politicians to disrupt the national front ot the student move- 
ment I will not take your time by discussing communalism in any details 
on this occasion Suffice it to say that communalism as a whole is nothing moie 
01 less than impeiialist conspiiacy to disiupt our dcmociatic and national 
movement Inteinationally, communalism is allied to day with fascism Only 
recently the representative of the Muslim League met Geneial Fianco and gave 
him hiB blessings We know only too well that Savarkai and Bhai Eermanand aie 
working in India in the inteiest of Japanese impeiialism 


He observed, ‘Again in our class org'^nisation of the peasants and workers, 
communalism supports vested inteiests It is committed to Eedeiation, the Status 
Quo of the States and in its methods and programmes it stands for constitutionalism 
as against mass stiuggle lo elucidate th)S disiuptivc role of communalism I can 
only cite the example of Bengal, which has the good or bad fortune of having a 
government by a Muslim League Ministiy Be it lecoided to the shame of the pre- 
sent Ministi 7 that our detenus have not yet been released in spite of agitation all 
over India 

Oiiticising the action of the Huq Jlinistry of Bengal in this connexon, he said, 
‘Instead of lelieving the ]uto gioweis, the Huq Government have enforced the 
Ordinance and the way stiikcrs aie being treated is only too familial to you The 
present Government has actually gone a step further and has encouraged communa- 
lism in the lanks of laboui As to the general atmosphere in Bengal, I can only 
say that our tone and behaviour has been deteiioiated and that the city of Calcutta 
has witnessed ugly and shameful demonstrations on moie than one occasion Only 
on the last occasion when the vote of no-confidence was being discussed on the floor 
of the Bengal Assembly shameful scenes were witnessed in Calcutta and I am not 
sure they will not be lepcated again ” 


Passing on to the organisation of students. Dr Ashrif said During the last 
three ycais there has been a development in our country This reflects on the grovv- 
nig btiength of the All India Students Federation By now all the provinces have 
functioning piovincial blanches in them, and the Punjab which is not formally 
represented this vear in oui Conference is leoiganising itself on healthy lines and 
will soon be with you Some of you branches have started social woik of an edu- 
cative iiatuie and in Godiwalla Memorandum has given an apj'iopiiate lead in this 
cliicctiou In many places membeis of your Federation have joined in the literacy 
cimjiaign now being stalled by the Congiess Governments In the political field a 
immbei of students aie now engaged iii woiking among peasants with a view to 
oi^nising jicasants and woikers 'iwo of aoui members are actually in prison 
i' shoit, the iccoid of the btudcnls Federation is a verv satisfactory one 
and 1 take this oiipoitiinity to congratulate all for the good woik the I'cderatioii has 
done Above all, 1 must congratulate vou on the solidarity which vou have shown 
by unifying your ranks hero in Calcutta I hope and pray that this unity will develop 
and grow as years pass by I have a few obscivations here to make in connection 
vvitli the organisational work of the Fcdciation So far the Federation is primarily 
urban in its charicter and your members are mainly enrolled fiom amon" college 
students 'I his is a serious limitation Foi, in India, if the anti-imrerialist -move- 


ment, specially in these days of mass btnmgle everywhere, keep on functioning 
within these limits, I am afraid, we will be beset with serious problems of outlook 
and methods of work “I find, moreover,” he concluded, ‘•that we have so far done 
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notiiing to organise social and recreational activities among students We should orga- 
nise oar holidavs and in a word the programme of our Federation should embody 
nithin it the demands and wants of students I am sure you wdl adopt concrete 
proposals towards this end in this conference. In conclusion, I thank you for the 
honour you have done me by inviting me to preside over this occasion ”* 

Resolntions— Second Dav — Calcutta— 2nd January 1939 
The Fosdamestae Demands 

The following resolutions were adopted at the second day’s sitting of the 
Conference on the 2nd January 1939 — 

1 This Conference resolves that immediate steps be taken to realise, as soon 
as possible, the following fundamental demands of the students 

1 That legislanon for the compulsory recognition of only the non-communal 
and non-sectanan Students’ Unions by universities as well as by other educational 
authorities be enacted, and that representatives of the students from such organisa- 
tions be authonsed to submit their demands and grievances from time to time, or 
as they may arise and that the schools and colleges which foster communal or 
sectarian spirit shall not be recogmsed, and alt institutions run for commercial 
ends he municipalised 

2 That there shall be complete freedom of speech and organisation of the 
students in schools and colleges 

3 That free and compulsory primary education shall be provided for all on 
the basis of one school for every unit of 500 souls 

4 That compulsory physical trammg in schools and compulsory military 
trainmg in colleges, without any obligation to serve m any impenalist war, be im- 
mediately mtroduced 

5 'That productive vocational education based on modern methods of 

production shall be immediately provided m all schools and colleges 

6 That the Municipalities, local oodi^.a or other statutory bodies be authonsed 
to take over such pnvate schools as are run for profit only to 'the propnetors 

7 That secondary education sh*'ll be free from unnecessary departmental 
interference, and that the control and supervision over these mstitutions concern^ 
with education be entrusted to a statutory body organised on a democraho basis 
and functioning as a responsible anthonty 

8 That the constitution of the Universities m India be remodelled, freeing 
the Universities from needless Goiernment interference, democratism g the consti- 
tution of their legislative authontv, mcluding thereon representative of the Universi- 
tv students and providmg for elected and responsible Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor 
and executive 

9 That the University be reqmred, if necessary by legislation, immediately 
to put in practice the followmg demands viz , (a) that the general cost of educational 
and particularly exammatmn fees be reduced by at least 50 per cent, (b) that books 
and other reqmrements of Universitv education should be so selected, produced and 
supplied so as to preclude mti-national or anti-democratic ideas, and excessive cost 

(c) that instmction shall be proiuded through the medium of an Indian language, and 
every encouragement shall be given to the development of indigenous culture, 

(d) 'that foreiCT missionary organisations be completely excluded from any 
concern with higher education, and that no grant from public funds be made to 
such organisations, (e)_ no .discrimination be made, either on communal or sex basis, 
in any educational mstitution 

10 That the department of Public Education be completely overhauled and 
the admmistration and control of educational institutions be entrusted to this depart- 
ment reconstituted on a national b^sis 

Immediate Eeqeikements 

This Conference considers the following to be the immediate requirements of the 
students of this country, which can and should be immediately granted by adminis- 
trative action, which would ofier a ivider scope to students in "the pursuit of their 
academic activities It, therefore, calls upon the provmcial governments and all 
authorities concerned forthwith to (a) amend the circulars issued by the Govern- 
ments of Madras, Orissa, Bombay, Bengal U P , and Mysore' as to give 
wider latitude to students and teachers to take part in any political activity or join 
any pohtical organisation , (b) abolish all degrading or humiliating forms of 
punishment, (c) discontmue any grants from public funds to any educational 
institution ma^g rehgious mstniction of a given sect compulsory, (d) give 
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facilities to all 
college libraries, (e) 
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post-graduate students to bare a free access to all public and 
* supplementarj' and compartmental esaromalions, and (f) subs- 


titute percentage system by tutorial one 


Spain and China 

History has never uitnessed such barbanc and nholesalc destruction of human 
’ >■ ’ rt and culture as is being carried out by fascist and impeiialist 

and China to-day IhiB Conference looks up nith piide and 
respect at the wonderful achiei cments of the students m these countries, united 
under a peoples’ goiernment labile appieciating the efforts made m the past by om 
students to help these co-fighters abroad, this Confeience calls upon them to make 
greater efforts to ensuie the victoiy of the i copies’ goieniment ton aids this end It 
suggests active co operation in the despatch of the food ship to Spain ns 
suggested by Pandit Jauabarlal Nebia and the vigoious boycott of Japanese 
goods 

3 E\cnts in Spam and China hare revealed the baibanc clnTaclex of 
modern wars which are forced on the peace loving of the world by the empire 
lust of a handful Wars of the future will be many times more barbauc in 
their destruction of all that piogiessive hurannitv stands for—freedom, peace, 
culture, sanctity of human life, etc Students standing for tlieir ideals have m 
other countries shown that anti-wai lole they could play under an effectne 
oiganisation This Conference, therefore, uiged upon the student workers and 
unions m this country to immediately organise with the active co-operation of all 
progresBue forces, anti-war committees, with a diveise progiamme to educate the 
jieople to actnely resist Britain’s plans to drag our country (Army Recruitment 
Act) into her wars— not a man, not a rupee for imperialist wars 


Paiestine AFFvms 


4 This Conference expresses its solidanty with the Arabs in Palestine who 
are fighting with heroic persistence the massed forces of Bntish impenalism which 
IS intent, as eier, on thining on the imaginaty conflict of intercstB which it has 
sedulously cultivated between Arabs and Jeivs and is pursuing its nefarious policy 
of permanently - 1 ‘ , ■ » i wo communities by alternative promises to cither 

party and the < )\ ( ' < . , its hold on one of the w orld’s most strategic 

positions 


The Conference is convinced that the Arabs arc fighting bravely the same 
forces that are keeping India down in servitude and misery and assuie the nnti- 
impenalists in Palestine of their whole-heaited support 

5 The students of India through their repiesentatives assembled here appeals 
to the delegates to the next session of the Indian National Congress that in view 
of the impending danger of the imposition of the unwanted federation ns embodied 
in the Government of India Act 1935 and llu;^ bold stand that President Bose has 
taken to combat and kill it, he be re-elected as president of the Congiess 

6 The All-lndta Students Conference looks up with pride to the World 
Students Association and dcclaies its whole heaited support to its programme against 
fascism and warmly appreciates its work for the solidarity of the progiessnc 
students of the world 

7 Ibis Conference warns the students of Burma against falling prey to the 
misleading slogan ‘Burma for Buimese” and requests Indians in Burma to settle 
mntlerB amicably with the Burmese and unite in a common fight against Bntish 
imperialism 

Further it condemns the imperialist lepression against the students of 
Burma which has resulted in the deaths among others, of the Vice-President, 
the idl-Burma Students Union and express its svmpathv and solidarity with them 
♦I wr X? appreciates the work done by the Indian * Delegation to 

tnc World iqutli Congress at New York under the leadership of comrade Yusuf 
Mcherally and supports the Wassor peace pact 

J This Conference resolves to invite the next World Studenis Gonferenre 
to India 

10 This Conference condemns the repressive policv of 
against student movement as visualised in the arrest of 
like Com V Dubev, Promode Son, Dhantn Ganguh and 


^e immediate and unconditional vvithdrawal of 
Comrade Dhantn Ganguly 


the Govt of Bengal 
active student workers 
others and demands 


the prosecution instituted against 
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j ¥ conference demnnds the immednte and unconditional release of Earn 
Gumlieu of the Nnga Hills, who is incarcerated for her strusrde for country’s 
freedom and whose release is bemg unjustifiably delayed by the Central Government 

The States 

12 The emergency of Congress Ministries in provinces, the consequent 
widening of civil libenties theran, the struggle of the States’ people for responsible 
Government against the autocratic rule of the native princes has assumed a dvna- 
mic form The brutal repressive measure adopted by their rulers with the connivance 
and support of the Paramount Power, the elephant* chai ges at Kashmir, indiscnnn- 
nate lathi charges and bannmgs of public institutions at Hydeialiad, Eaipur, 
Mysore and Travancore and firms at Vidiirashawatham and Dhenbanal have failed 
the will of the people to be free 

This Conference congratulf *^03 tne States people on their heroic stand and feels 
proud that students are taking part m this struggle It feels happy tmt the people 
in Eajbot have won their struggle and congratnla'^es them on the same. 

This Conference further •’ssures its full support to the struggle of the States 
people for the legitimate cuuse and appeals to the Indian National Congress to 
abandon its pohcy of non-mterference and to activelv support the movement m the 
States for responsible Government and Civil Liberties smce it forms a vital part of 
the struggle asamst the Federation 

TL Nehru’s Speech 

‘TTou must come to this clear decision that the students movement must be 
broad-based and must not on any account become sectarian”, said Pa'idn Jatoaharlal 
Nehru, m disapproval of ideological dispute among students, addressing the 
conference on the 2nd January There was no reason, he observed, why they 
should not harbour m the Federation people holdmg different pohticol views and 
that it must be lughly improper for the Students Federation to become an mjudi- 
cious sec+anan boffy, for in that way it would not lead to progress but to weakness 
and dismtegration* He strongly criticised the extreme facdity with which students 
m India resorted frequently to strikes and Satyagrahas 

Givmg his impressions of his recent tour of Europe, Pandit Nehru said that 
he had found an estraordmary mtellectual paralvsis m the democratic countnes and 
that most people there felt that some changes must come. Concluding, Pandit 
Nehru was sure that “Bntish Imperialism cannot prevent us from achieving 
independence. We are strong enough to face it providra certam inner weaknesses 
do not come in our way ” 

'Ever since I returned to India about six weeks ago I have recen ed requests 
and demands from the Students Federation to come and attend this conference 
Eirst of all, the demand was to preside over it and later on it was reduced to at 
least to attend it I tried to avoid it for many reasons First, because I was not sure 
of my abihty to come to Calcutta during this week More important nowever, was the 
reason that I was not quite sure of the desirability of mv presiding over it, because 
I find this habit of importmg presidents from outside, politicians, well- 
known men and women, is not a good habit for anv live oraanis'’t’oa, least of all 
for a students’ organisation If you want to grow self-reliance, you have to ^tand 
up on your feet and legs 

‘T have extreme dislike, ’ proceeded Punditii, "for people travelhng long dis- 
tances to preside over conferences About 15 or lb years ago in mv own provmce, 
Umted Provmces we made it a rule in our Congress or^nisations not to bnng 
presidents for provincial organisations from outside We would (welcome prominent 
people as visitors, but not as presidents A similar rule was made with regard to 
district conferences, though it was more honoured m the breach than m observance. 
This was because we wanted people to assume responsibility and get used to it, 
because we did not want to make these conferences gala occasions for promment 
politicians for adommg the platform but occasions where we were to arrive at clear 
decisioBS and give shape to them m the shape of resolutions When promnent 
people came, large crowds came to listen and to applaud, while the mam problem 
oefore the conference faded mto background and the conference became a big 
demonstration A conference should be more than what we have in a public 
meeting and demonstration When we convert our conference mto a pure demons- 
tration, that conference fails to achieve its purpose, more specially students’ confe- 
rences, where we should consider mtellectuaUy the very many problems that face 
the country Therefore, I hesitated to come.” 
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Proceeding P-indit Nehru snid thnt he -nns not quite deal ns to the subject on 
which he would address the gntheung Not that he was lacking m ideas because 
thcie were too many ideas on which he would like to speak TJere were too niany 
problems, national and international— that demanded answei They had to find out 
what the answeis weie In their attempt to find the answer to a pioblem, they had 
to define the problem itself first of all It was an extraordinary thing to find m 
many cases people attempting to find an answer to a question when the qnestion 
had not been framed at all When one came to an answer befoie the pioblem 
Itself. It was an absurdity lu other words, they came to a sentimental conelusion 
To some extent, it was natural, because the average human being was not a veiy 
loo-ical, lational and leasonable thinking individual lie oi she acted under cei tain 
urges and then, later on, tried to justify it by sor ii i A 

good enough for certain indiiiduals, but not good ailed tUem- 

selves students Because students had outgiown 1 _ , , , -..“ey neie 

not on the thieshold of life alone but on the Ihieshold of thought as well If they 
(lid not take advantage of the position at the Ihieshold, thc^ ^vonld not piocccd 
fuither III the house of life They should ictain the outlook of students all along if 
they ■wanted to leatn much afleiwaids In student davs, they acqvuicd ccitain back- 
gxounds, habits of mind and the tiaining to leain If, afteiwards, thev retained 
that training and habit of mind, they could play an cficctiie pait in woild 
aflhirs 


“If I may speak personally”, went on Pandit Nehru, “I was an average 
student in school and college, may be from the point of study just above 
the average But whatever 1 learned, and that was very little, I learned by 
self-learning and self-education, by haid work and not casually If you 
imagine you could achieve anything without haid woik, you are mistaken 
Most of what I have learned I have learned by hard woik and study since I left 
the college Fortunately I had opportunities of studv which other people do not 
usually have— that of long years of study in piison Even outside, when I lead a 
pietty busy life, I try to find some time at least to keep in touch with ideas, move- 
ments, books and litciature, because I do not want to fail to keep pace with the 
world but I want to have the mental equipment to deal with the problems 1 hare 
to face and solve That I did not learn much at school and college is true” 

Pioceeding, Pandit Nehru said that when he laid stress on the approach to 
a quc=uon, he very often found that the approach was a narrow approach to a 
paiticulai problem That approach might be good enough wlien they weie dealing 
with a particular problem, but unless they bad a wider apjnoaoh they could iicKi 
solve a problem satisfactoiily He was not in complete touch with the activities of the 
Students’ Federation, but somehow vague reports of what they were doing had 
reached him He was eager to know how the Students’ Fedeiation during its bnef 
cMstence had become a gicat oiganisation It was a healthy sign in the students’ 
world of India He had heard that duiiiig the last scbsiou at Madras there was a 
minor dispute which ultimately broke it up oi something happened and they could 
not agree upon He did not entei into the mciits of arguments What struck him 
IS strange was that in the Students’ Fedeiation they should get excited ovei those 
aigumeiits It was right that they should foimulate arguments with regard to 
these matters on an intellectual basis There was no reason why they should not 
narbour in the Fedeiation people holding diflerent political and economic views 
tapeakmg generally, theie might be some limiting factois, but subject to this it 
must bo nighly impiopcr for .Students’ Fedeiation to become an injudicious sectarian 
boclv ^y sectarian, be did not mean it in the religions sense, but in the mental 
sense Ineie was far too much development of sectaiianism in India To a 
certain extent it was inevitable in the changing condition of things It was more 
BO in the case of students oiganisations b a muic 


Toil must come to this cleai decision,” said Pandit Nehru, “that the students’ 
movement must be broad-based and must not on any account become sectarian 
\\ c nave in India vaiious ideologies, with then conflicts Some of these conflicts 
might be reflected in the students movement I would not mind students formimr 
organiBations for the study of certain ideologies” If thev wanted to make 
the btudents Federation narrow, ojiined Pandit Neliru, it would be utteilv wronir 
i' or 111 that wav the Federation would not prosper but would lead to bitterneaa 
weakness and disintegration Thev had in India numbers of disintrcgatinir factors 
in the body politic and in public life It was foi young men and women to fie-ht 
these disrupting and disintegrating factors nu women to light 
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Dunng his stay in Europe, said Pandit Nehiu, the last three months were re- 
markable months Many estia-oidinary things happened How many of them 
realised their background 7 They might have passed some high-sounding resolutions 
about fascism and other things They might have a mental understanding 
of them, but how many of them had in their mind a clear analysis of the back- 
ground of the resolutions 7 During the last three months of his stay in Europe, said 
Pandit]!, many strange things happened, events flora a historical point of view as 
big as those of the Great War of 1914-18, not so big fiom the point ot view of 
casualties or destruction, but from the point of view of changes as momentous as 
those of the last War There had been an entire change m the map of Europe and 
it was still continuing 

I have been, proceeded Pandit Nehru, in England and France and other coun- 
tries who call themselves democratic In those countries I have found an extra- 
ordinary paralysis of the intellects of the people, young and old, among highly 
advanced groups and less advanced groups as veil— a stiange paialjsis of intellect 
overwhelmed by problems they hare to face but to which they cannot find any 
answer Some of the people are repeating the old slogans no doubt, and suggesting 
old remedies as they had done previously But in their hearts, they uere doubtful 
if they were nght and treading the right way ” Proceeding Pandit]i said that 
people came to him with extraordinary seheme for national leconstruction etc 
involving crores and crores of rupees, but they failed completely because they 
had noconnection with reality 

Pandit]! next dealt with the problem of democracy What exactly did they 
mean by it 7 The I9th century Parliamentary democracy that still existed in a 
greater or lesser measure in England, France, United States and some other smaller 
countries ’ They saw that kind of demociacy had been thrown over board in 
Germany and Italy They also saw a different system of Government existing 
in Russia What they found m England and France was different from the 19th 
century democracy That was a changing thing Most people m England and 
France had come to the conclusion that this could not continue as they had conti- 
nued m the past and that some changes must come 

If they applied the democratic ideas to India, how did they find the back- 
ground 7 They found that for a number of years India had no democratic back- 
ground Their methods of Government were very remote from democratic Demo- 
cracy required certain traditions, certain discipline Democracy without discipline 
went to pieces Too much discipline without democracy was also highly undesiiable 
as it led to exploitation Too much democracy without discipline lead to disruption 
and license Not only in the students’ organisation but in the Congress organisation 
as well they had to face the problem of democracy and discipline keeping together 
For, without a certam measure of discipline and democracy things ran into little bits 

Proceeding Pandit Nehru said that their national movement had grown into 
tremendous dimensions durmg the last 50 years While it started as a small move- 
ment, it grew and grew till it comprised millions of people The whole of the back- 
ground of the national movement was then agitational It then shouted and cued 
even though that was limited When it passed a resolution, it gave expression to 
their anger Then came a stage when they developed a certain power to follow up 
shouts with some effective action Their resolutions became a little more reasonable 
because they felt that they had to live up to them When the non-co-opeiation and 
the Cml Disobedience movements came, there came great change If they read the 
resolution of those periods, they found they were more moderate and dignified be- 
cause behind them lay the reality of threat of action In other words, they shifted 
from the plane of words to the plane of action Shouting conveyed weakness They 
had yet got accustomed to their new strength and dignity, that was why sometimes 
shoutings weie heard Panditji then referred to the change which had come ovei m 
the tone of Indian pubhcists who now went abioad They no longer whined there 
but, conscious of their strength, they spoke in a different tone and instead of beggais 
and takers, they had become givers and consequently there had been remarkable 
psychological changes 

Pandit]! illustrated with what sense of responsibility the Piovmcial Congress 
Committees and the A I C C and the Working Committee of the Congress had to 
speak and frame resolutions, for a woid from the Working Committee could put an 
end to a ministry If they were asked to follow a ceitam programme, that would 
be followed, whatever the ultimate consequences They had shed their weakness and 
become strong They had been fightmg British Imperialism so long The Bntish 
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ImnenaliBm -svas one o£ the biggest and most powerful organisation m the world 
But fiom the long view of things it is dead Histoiically speaking, it had given up 
its ghost though not in actuality, though it might be In ing a dozen oi lo y^ars or 
one or tno years more Historically speaking, it is a dying thing and has lost 
everything that gave its strength, though it might still carry on because of a certain 
imnetus it has lost its spirit and material resources and cannot live long 1 have 
no sbaclow of doubt that British imperialism cannot prevent us fiom achieving 
independence We are stiong enough to face it provided certain mner weaknesses 
do not come m our way " ^eir problem was not, emphasised Panditp, fighting 
Impeiialism but ceitain disruptive tendencies such as communalism 

Eefciring to growth in the membership in the Congress Panditji said that he 
was not very much impressed by sheer number, because he was more concerned 
with what manner of people were coming He was for stiffening the Congress 
oiganisation and making it a stiong and well-knit oiganisation for fighting Another 
piobiem which faced them was how to integrate the two movements, political and 
sociil BO that these two movements did not pull in diffeient directions They must 
think of means to make them pull together , , , , , 

Referring to the communal tendencies, he certainly deplored them and there 
was a new tendency among some Muslim Leaguers to repudiate the verv idea of 
nationalism Although it was distiessing, personally he did not attach much impor- 
tance to it, but the most distressing feature of these communal movements was the 
utteily mesponsible method of dealing with mapi problems He e\piessed his 
uttci d stress at the methods which communal leaders were iiitioducing in the 
public life which had the effect of disintegiating the public life Theie were certain 
standards of public life which they might ignove at their peiil Piogrcssivcly these 
standaids wcie disappearing owing to the actions of communal leaders He was 
sure that they would be gradually coming round and no youngmen would be 
misled Pandit]! stiongly criticised the cAtiemc facility with which students m India 
resorted ficquently to strikes and satjagrahas 


The Madras Students^ Conference 

The Presidential Address 

The Madras Presidency Students’ Confeience was held in Madras on the 

7th January 19 J9 After the welcome address had been delivered by S 

Jiamanmachan, Chau man of the Reception Committee, Mr N G Ravna 
delivered Ins Presidential address It was good, Mr Ranga said, that they 

met to bung into evistence a well-oiganiscd body on behalf of all the students 

of the prewlency, compnsiiig as it did four linguistic provinces To cive 
an cflectivc diuction to South India public life, to indicate the right policv 
to he pursued bv the Government in regaid to education and to check “arbitrarv 
exeici'^c of power by the various Unnersities in our aiea", theie was, he said, ne^ 
foi a consohdated Students’ Oiganisation 

1 . 1 * continued, should shoulder then responsibilities in nation- 

biiildiiig cffoits They entered public life of the countrv as soon as they lefi 
elementary schools, and they could not allcct the luxury of waiting until they had 
finished their college studies, to take a hand in the national effort to regenerate the 
masses, leconstruct national life and to fiee their countrv hcueiaie me 

Most students did not realise fins simple fact and hence their luxurious wavs 
K,urclv, theie was much food for introspective thought in the minv and grownm- 
and fai-fiom-creative activities of an incicasiug numher of oui studenf nubhe 
Mom and more of them seemed to be surcharged with too many anti-soeial and 
uniirogrcssne inlluenccs. and it was suicidal that thev, on whom the nat^n, lo. 
bmiking foi Its future and the masses for the suiiplv of their future leaders should 
allow these evi sto continue to eat into their very vitals It was liu’ut 
for students to begin raisiim their own social and intellectual standards 
linTtfouSs.''''^^ Siemeslves free from all anti-national. noa-EOciaf £bll 
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Eatering in earnest plea for free and independent flunking on the part of 
students, Hr Einga contended that Indian univeisities irere “sheeinshly moulded 
on those of the cipitilist-cam-imperialist world ” Hr Einga suggested that 
students were subjected to an ‘'all-emb-icing and continuous pio^„es 3 of mouldin'^ 
their thought, conscious as well as sufa-conscious, throughout the long years of 
school and college Efe, not to speak of their home life” and said ttat it was 
heroic ot them that, despite this ‘tortuous grinding of their minds by the Fran- 
kenstein monster of our educational institii ions” so many students manao-ed to 
stretch their minds beyond their colleges and s'*hools and tried to win their own 
minds ind hearts for themselves Ihe very first thing to do was to free eiery 
student from the clutches of the present 'eJuci^ionil system and to do all thev 
coidd to help institutions like Kisan and Huzdooi Schools, Congress and Socialisl: 
Schools, schools run on the Wardhi educational principle, in order to mmimibe 
and if possible eliminate the evils of our educational traps While they weie still 
at school and college they should earnestly study and think out ways and means 
for liquidating the ignorance of adults, and the wrong-headedness of most elementiy 
school teachers The awful wastage that occurred m elementary schools, he said, 
had to be stopped and the relapse mto illiteracy of those who had been through elemen- 
tary schools arrested Ikiendship between every pupil in an elementary school 
and the local librai-y, communion between every child of school -going age and 
adolescent in a village or a city and the local library should be diligently fosteied 
Yaned social aetivitiea such as Yational Scouting, Folk Dancing, Eiiral reconstruc- 
tion should be encouraged and developed Surely students could do a tremendous lot 
in any or all tliese directions either by thought, commumon, partnership or active 
participation, throughout the year or at least for one or two hours a day or durmg 
holidays 

What were these examinations th"t they should be thmking so much about 
to the exclusion of their public responsibditiesf Tuey were given degrees if they 
passed them, but i\hy did they want degrees? yiot even 30 per cent of the 
graduates were able to obtain jobs and those that obtained had to start on Es 25 
per mensem Degrees only spelt wrong ideas ofl status, which made them “unem- 
ployable” Degrees were not after ml so highly valuable as to be preferred to 
one’s own duty to ones country His appeal’ to students would be to rebel agamst 
“tins wasting system of examination” Let them demand better standards of 
teaching, wider conceptions of education covering their civic life, more accurate 
methods of judging the ability of students to understand what was taught to them 
in their schools and colleges, a more humane and intimate contact between the 
mind of the students and the teacher Without a re-orientation of the exanunation 
system, neither the Wardha Educational Scheme nor anvthing else could help to 
r^enerate the student world The Kisan and Huzdoor Schools had already led 
the way in this direction with excellent results and let students demand and work 
for tins reform most insistently 

It was most deplorable, Mr Eanga said, that the gulf between students and 
their teachers was growing wider and wider despite all the nationalist propaganda 
for a return to the ancient Gurakul system It might be that a large numher of 
teachers and lecturers had been completely cut ofi from the main stream of the 
national movement and therefore seemed to caic only' for their silanes and daily 
routine in their classes But it was up to them, the awakened students, to win 
them back, through comradely efforts, to their propei role and encourage others who 
w ere making their approaches to them through extra-school activities so that, they 
could ha\e their co-operation giudance and comradeship in the efforts to study 
more and moie, render social service and carry on vinous national reconstruction 
campaigns , 

Gompiring schools and colleges of to-dav to prisons, Mr Eanga said that 
students went there because 'they must, not be>.ause they loied them Is either 
the mana'gement nor the teachers seemed to icalise that they held the time of 
students Ss a national trust and that they must do all they could to help students 
tb eqmp themselves for the great task that lay ahead Instead of there growing 
up an atmosphere of mutual undei standing, there to-day pervaded a hornble atmos- 
phere of mutual distrust and disregard Heed one wonder if there was a strike 
fever all through the educational world? Bather, one should wonder at the late- 
ness of its emergence and even then, at its want or intensity or difinsion It was 
only another sign of bankruptcy of wisdom in the present day educational authori- 
ties* that instead of winning the love and admiration of the taught by taking a 
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lead m discovering and enforcing better, easier and bappiei methods of teacbmg, 
they should be passing unnecessary and useless ukases like those of the Ananra 
Hnivertvty, oi the G O’s of the Madras, Bihai, Bengal and United Provinces 
Governments He congratulated Indian students upon their eneigetic protest 
against “silly methods of repression” The sooner educational authorities lea- 
hsed the need foi enforcing only the minimum of regulations and giving the 
gre"it<jst freedom to students tlie better it would be for them all If they did not, 
It uould be the duty of students to rebel against all such absurd impediments 
placed BO unimaginaU\cl> in their way by the teachers and o^er authoiities He 
had no fear whatsoever that this might lead to anarchy He had had too many 
yens of intimate experience of students to believe that they fvere incapable of looking 
after themselves once they were put on their mettle , 


To-day the complaint was, in his Mew, not that students were taking too 
much pait in politics but too little It was most unfoitunate that when not eien 
10 per cent of the student population was evincing any consistent oi genuine interest 
in public life, University and Government authoiities should be playing ‘‘this 
icactionary role of pieventing us doing our duty by our nation” Ihere was no 
danger of any outburst of iiolence, foi the stuaent world was to day pledged to 
non-Molence All Indian students, iriespcetive of their colour oi creed, wcie pledged to 
fight Impeiiahsm After pointing out that they did not want lacialism oi omnipotent 
nationalism, the Piesident said ‘ We seek to bmld oui beautiful edifice of fieedom 
and fraternity on the solid foundation of sentiment and cultural heritage But Nationa- 
lism IS only a means to an cud It can nevci be an all satisfying end in itself It 
is wholesome and safe only so long as it is a stepping-stone foi embiacing the whole 
humanity ” It was unfoitunate, Mi Eanga went on to say, that the ‘intellectuals’ 
had failed to benefit Iiumamtj to any extent To day’s students wou’d be to-monow’s 
intellectuals Theieforc it wis then duty to avoid the follies of tbeir intellectuals 
and to throw m their lot with the masses and thus help them to realise then 
oneness of inteiest with all the intellectuals To achieie such a socialist fetatc we 
shall adopt non-Molcnt means as it is the best suited for oiu condition Knowing 
thus as wc do what exactly we want to see achieved in the fullness of time, it is 
oin duty to stand solidly by tlie Indian National Congicss and Kisan and Jlurdoor 
Sabba? and all othei anti impoualist organisations 

The Piesident then appealed to them to bnng more and more students m 
touch with the dav to day stiuggle of the masses by conducting iillege economic 
BuiicvB and social studies, especially duniig vacations Then associations would 
also have to conduct anti-illiteracy campaigns and co operate with the Eiiral Libiaiy 
Movement in piomoting adult education The co-opeftitive and lural development 
activities also deserved then co operation 


Resolutions 

Ecsolutions offeiing the support of the student coraraunitv to the Congress 
in any fight it might launch against Fedoiation, declaniig that India should 
letiise to ofler any assistance to Biilam in any future imperialistic wai, and 
^pressing disapproval of the attitude of the Governments in the States of 
Hydeiabad, liavancore and Mysore, towards the student movements in their 
teriitoiies, weie passed 

fn to the authoiities of the Annamalai University 

and fake back the expelled and 
BUBi ended bovs and establish a peaceful and ciiltuial atmosphere in the University” 
,•.,0 Conference congratulated the Madras Govcinmont on its “bold stand 
proiiif introducing compulsoiy Hmdustam m the schools of the 


The Andhra Students’ Conference 

Presidential Address ' 

„ o fifteenth session of the Andhra Provincial Students’ Conference was held 
in i-ii Durga Kala Mandir, Bezwada, on the 28th January 1939 under the president 
riiip of Mr W G Ranga, vi t a who in the course of'his address ohscSthat 
things had happened in the country since 1927 when, as Chairman of the 
Eeccption Committee, no had occasion to present his thoughts to the Guntur B''‘:sion 
60 
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of the Students’ Conference “Then it -vras the Justice Party,” he remarked, “that 
got the wind up when so many of us of the Congress persuasion were heading 
the students’ movement but to-day it is the Congress leadeis who are upset 
by the Socialist leadership of the students’ moi ement ” "While most of his 
endeavours to interest the students in rural reconstiuction, adult education 
and other active mass work were not of much avail then, students of college 
and high schools were taking to this work now Thus a great change for the 
better had come over the students* movement dnnng these ten years 

Proceedingi Sir Eanga said that, the artificial restriction of passes to 30 
to 40 per cent in examinations would block the progress of students and 
delay their ultimate emergence as full-fledged and unfettered citizens Eien m 
the mediaeval guild®, he said, there were some sensible and well-thought out 
rules and regulations to help the apprentices But no attempt had been made 
by tbeir public men or educational authorities to assure an easy admission, 
low fees and reasonable results in exammations IVhen neither the Congress 
nor the Sliuistry nor the University took up such senous problems, it was not 
wrong on the part of students if they tried to remedv matters by their oivn 
efforts Eefemng to the strike wave all over the Madras Presidency in regard 
to the detention of students in the selection examination, he opined that everyone 
should be allowed to try his luck at the public examination 

Mr Eanga suggested that arts and crafts should be taught m every school 
and a portion of the expenses recovered therefrom He then referred to the 
various gnerances of the students and observed that the students had the right to 
stake when their gnevances had remained unredressed for a long time 

Mr Eanga continuing said that the Universities and the heads tliereof had 
failed to give them the correct perspective and light could be had only when they 
studied the lives of their great men like Gandhiji, vho lived only for the masses 
To know the secret of their success as servants of tJie masses and to imbibe their 
spirit of service, without necessanlj adoptmg either all their ideologies or methods 
was the first step in the process of their self-education He pleaded foi the study 
of the various arts and crafts from their invention to their present-day developments 
and the vicissitudes through which they had passed and developed He hoped 
that this process would help them to appreciate the value of service and enthuse 
them to action Mr Eanga insisted that the great need of the hour laj not m meiely 
discovenng truth and gathenng knowledge, but in passing it on to the masses at 
the earliest possible moment If this mass education was undertaken on a larger 
scale, illiteracy would be completely liquidated and the problem of the imddle 
class educated unemployment thoroughly solved 

Eefemng to the' present pohtical situation in this country, Mr Eanga urged 
that the Congress should launch Anti-Federation Satyagraha and felt that the 
time was npe for such a campaign and hoped that it would lead to the convening 
of the Constituent Assembly, at which they could frame their own constitution. 

Resolutions 

The Conference met on the next dav, the 29th January and passed, among 
others resolutions criticising the attitude of some of the leading Congressmen 
towards Federation and urgSl uncompromising opposition to it The Conference 
accorded support to the Wardha Scheme and requested the Government to 
mtroduce the same m this Presidency at an early date 

The Conference condemned the attitude of the Anti-Hindi agitators and 
appreciated the policy of the Congress in having accepted Hindi as the common 
language of India It, however, urged that the special fees now bemg collected 
in colleges for Hindi should be abolished 

( The Conference regretted the attitude of the Madras Government in not 
'havmg declared the Independence Day as a pubhc holiday and requested them to 
lift the ban imposed on the Telugu edition of “Anna” and similar Telugu 
pubhcations It resolved that students should stave for removing ilhteiacy 
among the masses by organising night schools and summer schools during their 
leisure time and through the aid of radio and such other implements 

The Conference resolved to organise a general strike next year against the 
'Andhra University for the redress of some specific grievances m that area 



Education of Muslims 

The Pirpur Committee’s Report 

To base an educational scheme on the creed of the leader of a political party 
IB to impoit a method of education that finds favour in totalitarian stateB and is 
clearly contrary to Bound principles of education, declared the Muslim I^giie Com- 
SXe preside/ over by Raja Sahebo/ Ptrpur in its report on the Wardha 
Scheme of Education issued from New Delhi on the 8th April 1939 i „ 

The Committee aBsertB that while the Wardha Scheme claims to exclude the 
religious institutions of different Indi'in communities, it really aims at supplanting 
all other religions by a new religion— Gandhism „ . r 

The Muslims in India, or in any other country, the Committee proceeds form 
a nationality of their oiin with their own Mcw-uoint on all aspects of life and can 
own no allegiance to soul, blood or colour The contiol of the education of a 
people platM in circumstances as the Indian Mussalrn'ins are, should be essentially 
and exclusnely m then own hands It is an inianable corollary to their being 
politically and socially a distinct entity 

The Committee was appointed by the Council of the All-India Muslim League 
to investigate whether the Wardha Scheme would have the efiect of preventing or 
circumscnbiDg the progress of the Urdu language and Urdu script, and Tshethcr 
It would tend to ohhteiate or weaken the religious traditions and culture of Indian 
Mussalmans so that they might lose then separate national identity and be moulded 
according to the political ideals of the Congress 

Ihe Committee was also entnisted with the task of finding out whether it is 
essential that Mussalmans should have their own separate oignu'sation for educa- 
tion, which should be under then own control and if so, how that could be given 
effect to The icpoit of the Committee which was presented to the Council of the 
League was signed by the Eaja of Pnpur, Dr Afzal Hussain Qadii, Kanraur 
Kara Khan and Piof Syed Nawabali 

The Committee has found that the Wardha Scheme would both pre\cnt the 
progress of the Uidu language and obliterate the religious traditions and culture 
of Mussalmans For these reasons, the Committee iccommends that MuEsalraans 
must have complete control o\cr their education as regards policy, finance, cuin- 
culiim and siipcnisioii 

Discussing the effect of the Wardha Scheme on MuBlim culture and traditions, 
the Committee says —“Those who have experience on the working of the legislature 
in the Congress proiinccs are familiar with tlie callous disregard shown to the 
Muslim lepicscntative Me need hardly emphasise that legislations are caiTicd with- 
out gnmg due weight to the opinions of the Mussnlm ins Ihe experience gained 
in totalitarian states shows that the culture and separate individual existence of 
minority nations has been nndennined by the system of education and Sluslim 
youth would he conicited with appaient use of foice to the Congress creed by the 
introduction of a similar system” 

Ihc Committee explains that a system of primary education has been adopted 
in some countries as a means of wiping out the separate identity of yarious conimu- 
niticB and welding them into a coipoiate state as well as to propagate the political 
and economic pimciples of the party in control of the machinery of the state and 
lor the conyersion of the youtli to the ideals of the party “IVe arc in no way 
condemning the doctiine of non-violence, but in an educational scheme there must 
oe scope lor teaching diflercnt forms of political doctrines If fiom their childhood 
Doys and girls are made to think in terms of superiority of non-violence, it may 
produce the ^mc results as Uic doctnne of superiority of race hay, done in certain 
totalitanan States Qo base an education scheme on the creed of a leader of a 
political party is to import a method of education that finds favour in totalitarian 
states and is cleailv contrary to sound pimciples of education This will involve 
giving ttlucation a religious garb It yvill clearly imply the welding of two nations 
into one synthetic culture by means of a system of primary education and will onlv 
facilitate the coiiveision of the youth to the ideals of the Oongress ^ 

, think that in a country like India a land of various nationalities only 

that system of education can be successful yvhich is calculated to make a person 
understand the society of which he is a part and to create a great body of skilful 
people who would be tolerant of other people’s yiews A system of education which 
cmphaBiEcs^^ the superiority of one political ideal over others will encourage 
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The Committee demands the creation of an educational fund in eveiy piovmce 
for which contiibution fioih the Provincial Governments of then due share for 
Muslim education should be secuied To manage this fund and to contiol, diiect 
and supeivise Muslim education, the Committee recommends the creatiou of an 
All-India organisation with a Cential Education Adiisory Boaid to assist it 


Presidential Address 

The All-Punjab Muslim Students’ Conference commenced at Lahore on the 14th 
January 1939 under the presidency of Mi Abdul Qayum, m la, who in 
the course of his addiess declaied "A cry is laised in India that Islam is in 
danger This cry is raised by those persons who have not made the slightest 
saciifice in the struggle foi the fieedom of the counti’y but, on the other hand, 
supported Biitish imperialism The leal danger is from such persons who act as 
the agents of British imperialism” 

Mr Abdul Qayum added that the spint of demociacy was innate among 
Muslims He was sme that Muslims would take a gi eat part in the coming struggle 
for the freedom of the countiy, foi which they sliould piepaie themselves from now 
They were not joining the struggle for the fieedom of the countiy to please oi to 
oblige Hmdus It was the bounden duty of Muslims to fight foi the libeity of their 
country They were not to fight British imperialism only but all imperialistic 
poweis in the world 

Eefeiimg to the Aimy Recruitment Bill, Mi Abdul Qayum said that the 
supporters of the Bill misled the masses, saying that the Congress opposed the Bill 
because Muslims were in a majority in the army This was not a fact That 
argument had been adianced simply to justify then support to the Bill 

Resolutions— 2nd Day — Lahore — 15tb January 1939 

On the next day, the 15th January, Di Saifuddtn Kitchlew presiding, the 
Conference passed the following lesolutions — 

The Confeience opposed the imposition of the proposed Federal Scheme and 
appealed to the Muslims and anti-imperialist forces in India to resist it tooth 
and nail 

By another resolution, the Confeience dem inded tbe oveihauliug of the pre- 
sent system of education and urged upon the Goieinment to adopt measures in 
order to make it more compatible with the present -needs of the countiy 

The resolution further demanded that leciintment to the Provincial Services 
and the Ministerial Establishment should be made from qualified candidates in the 
order of merit 

The next resolution condemned British policy in Palestine and sympathised 
with the Arabs 

Another set of resolutions demanded the imparting of free educationmpto the 
Maitic standard and the teaching of the Urdu language as a compulsory subject and 
the giving to English the same place as is enjoyed by it in other independent 
countiies 

The Conference also stressed the need for Ijie establishment of a Military Col- 
lege in the Punjab, which should be open to eveiy educated peison It also called 
upon the Anjuman-i-Hamyat-i-Islam, Lahore, to utilise the collection of donations 
for the organisation of the Muslims 

Dr S A" Kitchlew, in his concluding remarks to the Confeience, said that 
those who raised the bogey of Islam in danger did not in fact understand the 
spirit and moral of the tenets of Islam He appealed to the Muslims to rise above 
narrow communalism and to strive hard for the attainment of fieedom for India, 
economically, politically, socially and religiously In his message to the students. 
Dr Kitchlew exhorted the Muslim students to build up strong chaiacter He 
appealed for national solidarity and stressed the urgent need for a common 
. platform — the creation of one nation and the rallying under one banner — and 
appealed particularly to the Muslims of the Punjab to contribute their mite 
towards the cause of the fieedom of the country 



The Convocation Addresses 

The Delhi University Convocation 

The following IS the text of the Coniocation Address delivered by Str Ginja 
Shanlar Bajpai, Cit, TCS, Bccretary to the Government of India in the 

Department of Education, Health and Lands at the Seventeenth Convocation of the 
University of Delhi held on the 30th March 1939 — 

It IS customary, on occasions like the present, to render thanks for the honour 
conferred on the speaker I am sufticientlj humble to appreciate the honour as 
such, and to thank you, Mr Pro Chancellor, for a privilege for which I have no 
special qualifications Such academic distinctions ns I was fortunate enough to 
win in a neighbounng University arc now a dim personal memory , onlv the 
archivist at Allahabad may, one unlucky day, have to glance through the official 
records of these in the process of weeding out the superfluous accumulations 
that time collects And my official designation may best be compared to a sfiovvy 
cloak hiding a skeleton , the Secietary to the Goveinment < of India in the 
Department of Education, Health and Lands now wields little influence over 
vital educational issues The arena for these is set in the great autonomous 
Provinces with whose Governments the requisite initiative and authority rest At 
meetings of the Central Advisory Board of Education, once a vear, he may watch 
these cuiients swiil up gently in the polite exposition of Provincial Ministers 
Apart from this annual glimpse, he has to sit far away in the shadows 

You cau imagine, Mr Pro Chancellor, how presumptuous, and without 
profit to this distinguished audience my acceptance of youi invitation would hive 
been if the choice of the Bub]cct of my discouise had to be limited to some 
question of educational policy oi the higher academics But vour example, "Vlr 
Vice Ohancelloi, has provided me with a fortunate means of escape from attempting 
what, for me, would have been quite an impossible task Last year, in this very 
hall, and more recently at Lahore, you have shown that other themes mav be 
invoked without loss of interest or lack of proprictv , that those who, having 
completed their studios, arc about to leave the University to face the vvoild, may 
ho expected to begin to lefloct on matteis other than educational ideals and 

educational practice , to appreciate no less, a recognition of then mental coming 

of age by an appeal to sliaie the anxieties of us older men ovci moic picssing 
and peiiloiis issues than learned disquisitions on the somewhat and niceties of 

educational refoini, rounded off with sonoioiis peiiods of superior admonition 
It seems only fan to lemembei that the great majoiitv of those to whom 

Convocation speechefa are piimanly addressed cease to tike seiious inteicst in 
education when they cease to be students , that life ofTcis them other pioblems, 
intellectually no less attractive and of greater practical import 

The subject of which I wish to speak today is power , not racelianital 
power, which is a bianch of physical science, or spiritiijl powei, which concerns 
religion, but tempoial power, especially the political power of the State over the 
individual , of the origin of such power of its purpose and its use It is not 
given to everyone to speak of such matters with the claritv, the dignity the 
classic ease that have marked youi two Convocation addresses. Sir Maurue I at 
least, shall not even aspire to what I know I cannot possiblv accomplish And 
from my audience I shall crave, in advance the indulgence without which the 
contrast in quality between what you said last year, and what I propose to say 
to-day, mav break down their reserves of patient courtesv 

I have been led to choose this subject, j/artlv by the title of a recent book 
from the pen of that brilliant writer, Mr Bertrind Kiicscll, and paitlv bv the 
thoughts suggested, Mr Vicc-Chanecllor, bv some very wise woids tliat you’spoke 
the other day at a similar function in Lahore Aou will acree that the impact 
of the power of the btatc on the individual, and of capital on labour toustiuitcs 
the main problem to day in the sphere of human ideals and human cciiduct And 
It IS not merely a theoretic problem, rarefied pabulum for the pLilo-oihcr and 
the sage but a practical problem for everv one whose allegiance to the State, 
whose dealings with his fellow-men whether as master or as scrant. are 
relationships regulated to some extent, bv free and reflective yiuLmcnt, not 
tervitudcs imposed bv coercive authoritv or accepted as obli. tioiis of “immutable 
custom You or I need not be a Locke or a Roiwceau to probe into these ^ctmiivlv 
abstruse mystencs , we owe it to ourselves, as thinking men, to answer the manv 
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questions that the demands of power press upon us, from many sides, with an 
urgency that would not brook much delay m answer 

Power is one of those words, widely used but vaguely understood, for which 
few of us can readily find a concise definition Broadly, it may be descnbed as 
ability to produce an intended eflect All of us, m our respectue stations of life, 
seek this ability , the quest is univeieal And it is not necessarily immoral 
Acton’s phrase— that all power corrupts— is too wide to be true It is not the 
possession of power, but the use to which power is put, that determines, its 
morality A person seeking the ability that a modest income confers to maintain 
himself and his family in comfort, to educate his children, to entertain, occasionally, 
a few friends, does not behave immorally The wealth of the Eo kefeUers to 
the extent that it is spent on opening hospitals in Chma or encouraging medical 
research in Great Britain, and not on breaking economic rivals, is a desiiable 
possession Capitalist wealth, controlled by corporative grouj s instead of 
individuals or families, and devoted to such humanitarian ends as the welfare of 
workers, is an instrument of good The pohtical power of the State, based on 
the consent of the governed, and used for peaceful purposes, is not only not 
objectionable, but essential for human progress Hobbes’s conception of pnmeval 
man as a person living by himseli was piohably neier true historically It is 
neither true nor ideally desirable, for man can attain to his highest fulfilment 
only as a member of society and the association of men into a community 
necMsitates the existence of a State, It is only uhen we consider the othei part 
of Acton’s dictum, namely that absolute power corrupts absolutely, that we see, 
in certain contemporary events, material for thought as to the correct aim and use of 
pover At Lahore, Sir, you compared some aspects of democracy and totalitarianism 
Your observations are, I am sure, too fresh in the memories of most of those 
piesent here to-dav to need repetition or paraphrase by me For my present 
purpose, it would be sufiicient to emphasise that, in its ongin, the power of both 
the democratic and the totalitaiiau State may be popular Indeed, it is the proud 
claim of the leaders of the two mightiest authoiitaiian countries in Euiope that 
they attained to power on a nidei basis of indnidual assent than the piesent 
head of any democratic State For the sake of argument, that claim may be 
conceded, though much could be said against the methods by which such suffrage 
has been secured I uould only remark, in passing, that methods that dupe or 
destroy one’s fieedom of choice will rob assent of all title to that name and only 
convert it into an uneasy mask for what is, in reality, coercion But, judged by the 
test of the purpose to which totalitanan power is put, it fails to satisfy any rational 
moral standard There are not wanting enthusiasts whose admiration for the achieve- 
ments of Fascist or Nazi lule, the mobilisation of an entire reople foi effort directed 
to a common end the efficient demotion of its energies, in obedience to one s.ngle will, 
to the attainment of that end, is honest and boundless They see true democracy 
in the equality of sacrifice that such a regime imposes on all except, perhaps, a 
chosen few, real moral grandeur in the discipline with which such equality is 
endured But even these enthusiasts can give only one honest answer to the 
question — ^What is the end of this supreme dedication of “bodv, will and soul”, 
namely that the ultimate end is domination, the complete ascendancy of a system or 
race over all others Now it isnot enough to call the desiie to dominateevil Anathemas 
carry their own condemnation unless supported by reason But what Acton said of 
absolute power is true historically of all experiments in domination Unchecked 
power invariably ends bv becoming aibitiaiy Alexander did not survive his 
triumphs long enough to prove the truth of this moral, but all absolutisms in the 
history of the world bear witness to it The Empires of Persia and Eome and, in 
modern times, of Napoleon, are instance diawn from a faiily long muster-roll 
In this, there is no cause for surprise Where the individual is looked upon as 
the means to an end, and not an end in himself, the power of the State turns 
into tyranny Hereditary heirs to such power abuse it for self-gratification 
Persons who attain to it through revolution or conquest may, individually and for 
some time, use it for the benefit of a few or all of those over whom they can 
wield it But the benevolence of these despotisms is short-lived The substitution 
of olisarchies for individual does not alter the course of events Plato’s 

philosopher King, whether one or many, remains an ideal or a transient bang 
This brings me to the next question Power is sought and power exists 

Is It necessary? In the first place, is would be well to recognise that what man 
eagerly desires he will earnestly pursue Instincts cannot be argued out of 
existence, even if it were desirable that they should cease to be* But the necessity 
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o£ political power can be justified on moral grounds As I have already said, 
man’s fulfilment can only come through membership o£ societj, and orderly 
existence and development postulate the existence o£ an authority to guide and 
control it Neither can be achieved without power Indnidual £reedora, by which, 
as I hope to show later, I set great stoie, would, in some, i£ not the raajouty 
o£ us, tend to cxpiess itsol£ arbitianly and, theiefoie dangeiouslv, i£ it nere not 
controlled and guided Anarchy is no more desirable tham despotism 

And so we arrive at the next question — What should be the true aim of 
the powei o£ the State? The answer is simple The ideal aim of such power 
must be to secure, to each individual, the fullest opportunity for self-exmession 
The ultimate purpose of man is man himself His life in isolation may, in Hobbes s 
well-known phrase, tend to become “solitary, poor, nasty, biutish and shoit , but 
association with his fellows bungs no saliation if for the dangers of the unchec- 
ked, aibitrary behauoui of his neighbour, he is to exchange the arbitrary authority 
of the State In the one case, he has the option, and a sporting chance, of 
successful self-defence, in the other, the option becomes unreal and the chanr" of 
successful defence estiemely feeble I can resist another man, but not a Lei la * ^n 
Tile power of the State must, theiofore, be haimonised with the liberty of the 
individual Bo far, I haie spoken mainly of political power This has existed since 
the beginning of histoiy Economic powci, namely thn control by individuals or 
association ot the means of Pioduction, is a phenomenon peculiar to the modern 
age In the language of present-day control ersics. this is compendiously dcsciibed 
as capitalism It is not my purpose to da>, even if this were icleiant, to discuss 
the influence of capitalism oier the political state, the ambitions leading to 
Molcnce and wai which capitalism is alleged to cherish and pursue, the enslavement 
of the minual worker which it is supposed to seek and encompass Noi shall 1 
attempt a ciitical comparison of capitalism and communism, the nval creeds for 
which, accoiding to the protagonist’s point of view, arc claimed the power to 
attain millennial peifection oi plunge the woild into abysmal catastrophe For 
the present argument, what is impoitant to recognise is that the concentration 
of pioductivc power, whethei in the hands of an individual oi a group of them, 
produces problems akin to those that aiise between the individual and the State 
Ihese units of economic power profounly affect the lives of large bodies of indivi- 
duals, whether as consumeis or, moie ducctly, as employees Every student of 
economics knows how puces may be artificially laised by monopolies and combines 
Stiikes of woikeis, with which we have now become faiily familiar even in India, 
are frequent reraindeis of laboui’s claim to get more of the profits of productive 
enterprise The nght use of powei, theiefore, is as much the need of the economic 
as It IS of the political world, enlightened appeasement must be the purpose of 
both, if power is not to beget strife That the btate must ultimately regulate the 
mations of capital and labour does not detract from the truth of this conclusion 
Class influence, under any system of Government, colours both economic outlook 
and economic policy Even a communist State is no exception to this rule, only 
the dominant class is diffeient in such a State Moreover, within the framework of 
policy, there is wide scope for administrative discretion, of which the right use is 
of fundamental importance 

, substance of my thesis as I hav e tried to develop it so far, 

tne quest o£ political and economic power is both an urge of human nature and a 
nMcssdv of civilisation Rightly used it is not immoral It is evil onlv when 
tiirccted to ends that curtail wan's legitimate freedom or corrupt his will The 
CTux ot tlie matter, therefore, is how power, be it political or economic, is used 
to ttiat, also, 1 have suggested an answer it must seek to assure, to every citizen 
tne lullest scope for self-expression And I submit that the attainment of this 
ire depends upon the character, the cthov, to use a Greek word which it is 
duncult succinctlv to paraphrase, not of the few but the ma]ontv of a people 
barlier on, I said that the end of man is man himself, he also holds the key to his 
own salvation Let me elaborate the point Over the greater part of the vvorld, the power 
ot uie btate depends on the support of its subjects The purposes, for which that 
power ma\ be uswl, must also depend on the will of tlie people No Government 
can, for long, pursue an aim which a majority of its subjects do not desire or are 
unwalliiig to work for Totalitarian States are as much subject to this law as derao- 
'‘"dlysis, the common man can be master of both It is true 
mat he is now beset by new temptations The appeal of totalitanan propaganda is 
BUotJe and seductive It stirs emotions which are all the more powerful, because 
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they are piimitive , love of physical prowess, ]oy m battle, piide in victory and m 
the ascendancy of the tribe For the fieedom of his soul, man is invited to 
exchange absorption in a State which, it is claimed, must be benevolent, because it is 
omnipotent But these alluring sophistries only emphasise the need for a clear percep- 
tion, by each of us, of the moial purpose of the State and firm determination to seek 
and ensue it It uill be asked — What do I mean by the woid ‘moral’ Here again, 
compression is not easy Jlorals have been the theme of much speculation and writing] 
since man began to think of his relations ivith his fellows That those who have 
thought about these matters ha^e not always agreed adds to the difiicultj of defini- 
tion Plato and Nietzche, for example, are poles apart in their conception of moral 
values But this > diveisity of opinion amongst the Olympians is no obstacle to a 
plain statement that most leasonable people would accept For my pait, I would 
desciibe morality as the active puisuit, singly or in co-opeiation with otheis, of 
peisonal fulfilment without airesting the fulfilment of some-one else , the combina- 
tion of what Biuke called the equalitj of restiaint with emulous endeavour to 
achieve the highest good of which a peison mav be capable I lentaie to suggest 
that this definition will be found to be consistent with any salutaiy piinciple of 
individual or international relationships When men live their lives in this spiiit, 
they cannot huit one another If nations deal with one another likewise, the world 
will be a safer and a happier place to live in Strife is born of a conflict of ambi- 
tions in which the rivals fail to recognise any point of view but their own 

The sceptics and the cvnics will ask —Is this a sane faith foi any lealist ? 
Is not life a struggle in which the weak must go undei, and those who wish to 
survive must either be fighting or piepaied to fight ? Language, tradition, race, to 
saj nothing of interest, divide mankind into waning groups , they can never be 
harmonised sufficiently to make universal and lasting peace anythmg more than the 
idle dream of visionaries It is a point of view that one cannot ignore Even 
within the last few dajs, we have Lad rude lemindeis of the swift and ruthless 
swoop of aibitiaiT foi.ee, obeying no law but the promptings of its own wayward 
ambition What is woise, a meie appeal to idealism will never convert those who 
reason thus One can meet them with only one effective argument , that science 
has so perfected man s armoury of destruction that modem war, on a world scale — 
and there are signs enough that war, if it breaks out between the Great Poweis, 
will envelope the woild— will leave neithei vanquished nor victors— only a desolation 
of death and suff'ering Oh tins view, and those who acclaim war may well ponder 
it, even the way of self -interest would seem to be the way of a humane and liberal 
moialitj I do not claim any originality for what I have said , tiue onginality is the 
prerogative of genius and genius is laie And I have delibeiately avoided giving 
local colour to my lemaiks, as I am not discussing Indian pohtics, but the general 
ethics of political and social conduct for the plain man What I wish to urge is 
that never befoie, perhaps, m its history has the world been confronted with such 
penis as surround it to-day These dangers threaten, not from the side of nature — 
man’s control over the forces of nature was never greater — but because of man’s 
misconception of his obligations under a mistaken sense of values Neither mdifif- 
erence nor fatalistic resignation would befit the present crisis in the history of 
civilisation, and an unaided Providence will not avert disaster Men and women, 
everywhere must search their hearts and clear the eye of seductive but dangerous 
illusions Even that would not be enough Each must strive, in his or her sphere, 
to temper to liberal ends the powei that ultimately the State denves from the indi- 
vidual The ideals and the endeavoui of a Government are only the resultant of the 
will of its more active subjects That is why each one of us can, in some measure, 
shape national and international destmies. The obligation and the opportunity should 
be suffieient inspiratioa to purposive effort And the task would not be difficult, if 
we would be honest with ourselves in action as well as in thought 

What part can you, who graduate to-day from this University, play in leading 
'the world to sanity and to peace ? If you have a true conception of the purpose 
of pow er, you maj , I would beg leave to suggest do a great deal by active example 
as well as by precept to ensure that power is rightly used Youth has been described 
as the season of revolt , it is certainly the period of high energy and noble purpose 
You are richer m these possessions than we who have travelled farther along life’s 
appointed span 



The Gurukul University Convocation 

The following is the test of the Conrocition Address delivered bj the Hon blc 
Sri Sampurnanand, Minister of Education, United Provinces, nt the thirtv seventh 
anniversary of the Gurukul Uni\eiBity held at Hardwar on the OUi April 1939 — 

I am grateful to the authorities of the Gurukul for haring kindly inritcd me 
to attend this function This enables me to gratify a rrish I formed long ago but 
hare so far been unable to fulfil 

The Gurukul is one of those noble edifices— I am not speaking in a purelj 
matenal sense— rvhich the Arja Sama] has leared in the couiui-j It is not neces- 
sary to be an Arja Samajist to anpreuate the great value of a thing like tins I 
am mjself a Sanatan Dhaimist but have no hesitation in admitting that like 
thousands of othei Hindus mj outlook in life has been piofoiindlr inlluenccd br the 
Bama] and some of those great men rvho have orred it nllegiiiice The number of 
educated Hindus rrho have come unconsciously rrithin the orbit of the Samaj’s in- 
fluence must be very laige indeed One maj not agree rrith the theological doc- 
trines and metaphjsical theoiies of the Samaj but that it has dceplr influenced the 
spiiitiial— mental equijiment of Hindu Bocictr goes mthout question 'liio'-c 
social reforms for rrhich the Arra Saina] rras dcriscd a decade oi two ago arc now 
the accepted aitules of faith of Hindu Bocicty This is mainlr responsible for the 
piactical disappearance of that antagonism rrhich prcrioiislr mured the relations 
of these two sections of Hindus Iso spectacle could be more painful than that of 
a bitter fratncidal quaiicl between people rrho hold the same scriptures in renera- 
tion, accept the authoiitics of the same canons of law and morilitr, aic proinl of 
the same cultuie lortunatcly foi us all, those dars are gone, ncrer to return 

Not only Hindus but otheis who had and hare fundamental dificicnces of opinion 
rritli them rrould unhesit itingly admit the greatness of the pcrsoiulitics of some of 
those men who hare assoviatcd with the Ai'ja Sam i} so long as socictj attaches anr 
ralue to one jointedness baciitice and patiiotism feuicl> ererjone rvill bow his herd 
in memorj of men likcLala Lajpat Rai, Swami fchndhan ind and Jlalnlma Uansri] 

Although theie aie sereral institutions rroiking to (hr more or less on tlic 
inmo lines as jou are, this Guiukul is, 1 bclicre, the oldest of them all and rvc arc 
all watching this espenment with interest Our coiintij and paiticiil irlr our Pro- 
rincc has been noted for its lore of learning We hare ancient scats of learning — 
Kashi, foi instance of rrhich I hare the honour to be a humble citireii-of rrhich 
anj coiintiy mar rvcll be pioud, cities which the Unirersitr towns of the rvest can- 
not iiral 111 any lespect Ihousaiids of students still icceirc education there nt the 
hand of schohis who do the woik not because thej consider it a sacred dutv to 
hand on to otheis the torch of knowledsrc rrhich thej hare receired fiom their jire- 
ceptors For rrant of State support, this srstem has fallen on evil dajs but what 
still remains is a reminder of what it must hare been in its dars of glorj 

In the Gurukul jou arc cniijing on the experiment of combining the old 
and the new luiiiiing a Unireisitj on ancient lines under present-dar (onditions 
Here rou hare not onlj made the attempt to impait higher education in Hindi 

but JOU are making roui studentb lire rerr much in the rvar students lired in the 

Guiukul of old Norv, the life of the student is a preparation foi the life of the 
householder and rcr much on the same lines This rras so in ancient India 
fihe Biahmachaii lircd among Vanaprasthis and his food, mode of dress 

and dailj routine did not dillcr reir raiteiiallj from those of the ordinary 

citiren lo day it is diflerent liic kfc inside the Guiukul is lired in a plane 
apparentlv cnlucly different fidra that of the rvoiW outside Ibis is liable to 
produce one of two usrdiological rca< tions either an infcriontr complex or a 
siipcrioritr complex Sian is gregarious and one e'-sentiil condition for socnl life is 
similaiitj 'Jhis similantr makes one ill at case and one tries to find some 1 ind of 
an explanation for it Either one imagines one=clf to lie in obje t of satire and con- 
tempt to other people and develops "a deCcnsire attitude of demonstrating ones 
cqualitr to others, picking up insults rvhcrc none arc intended or on the other hand, 
one imagines oneself to be imnicnsclr suiMirior to other- rvhcrc iriticism Ins no valui: 
and must be treated with contempt Either frame of mind is unsocial I hope rou 
keep a rvatch on this 

I shall not sar much about vour s^ Halms and teaching Here a= in other 
educational institutions questions like these must hare an=cn“ '-hould Bvicnee be 
nude a compulsorr subject ? Is it rvorthrvhile teaching literature " At what stage 
should specialization begin ? Me m this ITorincc hare entered a period of grea' 
01 
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changes m the field of education True, most of these changes he in irhat is called 
the field of primarj education but thev are sure to afiect all aspects of education 
in the end You vrill no doubt be taking an interest in this aspect of our national 
life I should like to refer briefly to the demand that vre should recogni/e the 
Gurukul degrees The question is before the Goiernment and ive shall "^announce 
our decision shortly 

There is one question irhich has assumed CTeat importance of late, the question, 
namely, hoir far education should be co.urolled by the State In so far as contiol 
means merely seeing that accounts are preperlv kept and that the institution is 
doing the woik for ivhich it was started, there cannot be two opinions The State 
represents the public and must see that all bodies to which public money is con- 
tributed work properly All institutions, registered and unremstered, aided and 
unaided, those whose degrees are recognised and those whose degrees are not, must 
submit to State control to this extent ' No institution wnich deriCes advantage fiom 
the orderly conditions credited and maintained bv the State should gniHge the 
State this pouer of general supervision But control to-day means much more than 
this Look at what is happening m Germany to-dav The State deteimines not only 
the age at which education should begin, the numbers of those who shall be edu- 
cated but also who shall teach, uho shall stud\, how teaching shall be given 
Teacher and taught must be pure Aryans which means that they should be able 
to prove non-Jewish ancestry at least up to their great grand-fatheis and great 
grand-mothers on both sides I haie seen extracts of some lessons on grammar and 
geography for children in the pnmarv classes They arc designed to make them good 
Nazis, people who refuse to acknowledge that any useful contribution to world 
culture cau be oi has been m-^de by non-Nordics, particularly Jews, and are firmly 
convinced of the superiority of the Geiman lace and all that it stands for This 
goes on right up to the Unnersitv We in this country haie some experience of 
me results of such teaching The history we learnt at school was designed to create 
the impression that Hindus and Muslims are utterly alien to each other, that the 
people of India have almost always been a subject race and that they never knew 
real peace and concord before the advent of the Biitish We lost all confidence m 
ourselves as a nation Where the State undertakes such regimented teaching in an 
organised manner, the results are bound to be striking A man with peculiar 
attitude on life is bemg created. And we must remember that the same attempt 
is being made, with more or less success, m every totalitarian country Tins is 
bound to lead to an intensification of national pride and prejudices, and consequent- 
ly to wars and tearmg up of treaties But is this to be allowed to go on ? Is 
theie to be no standard of values common to all civilized mankind ? Are truth, 
virtue, morality, to have a different meaning in every country, m every continent ? 
If so, how will commerce and cultural exchange between peoples be possible ? Are 
culture and civilization doomed to perish to-day ? 

Analogous, and equally important, perhaps, is the question how far education 
is to be regulaied by the tenets of any particular religion For instance, you, here, 
look upon the Sruti as revelation Whatever does not seem to accord with vour 
interpretation of the Sruti must necessarily be wiong for the woid of God is self- 
evident Truth all else requires demonstrations Science is everyday studying 
phenomena and framing hypothesis which in some cases may appear to come into 
opiKisition with scripture In such a case, one of two things' happens Either an 
attempt is made to distort scripture and its interpretation and make it to convey 
meanings which will some how embrace -dhe -results of scientific research or to 
denounce outright the theones of the scientist We have seen both things done. 
The first is unfair to scnptuie, the second to science the first degrades leligion, 
the second stifles the advance of knowledge We know that even in adianced 
America, the teaching of Evolution is taboi m some institutions and I shall not 
he surpnsed if, nearer home some educational institutions tiy to subject their staff, 
and students to some kind of a seaichmg religious inquisition The result can only 
be hvpocnsj and cant Essentially of course Truih is one and, if sciipture is really 
revealed knowledge, truth m the laboratory and truth m the pages of Holy Writ 
cannot be different things But I submit that no attempt should be made at 
arbitrary recoiicilation aiTd what is worse, on a priori grounds, to sacrifice one at 
tie alter of the other This would be bad both for science and religion 

But having said this, I must hasten to add that I strongly feel that while 
knowledge and Ihe spread of knowledge c education, in a broad sense, should 
not be tied down either to the chariot wheel of the State or to those of a religious 
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dogma, it should not lie aimics's, as it is to-dav Tlie great defect in mi 
society 16 that life has no aim, no goal 

The induidual norls for Ins sclf-aggiandiscment and thcoicUcnll% he 
no limits to the bounds of his ambition Ihis is cqualh true of nations 
States Wc see a pcipc'ual war of each against each and of 
against all, unbndlcd competition is the law of life This acconnts 

the fact that in spite of all the tremciidoi s adiance in knowledge 
in recent jears, we liaie not been able to banish disease and , poicrty 
our midst Ages ago, the Allans of India, dciised a scheme of life w 

whateier Its shortcomings in the woild of to-daj, was a complete and sclf-cc 
tent scheme There was a woik for c\ei7 man and a man for c\en work 
life of every indnidual and of eieiy gioup fell into its place in tins scheme 
was regulated ha it A man had the gicatcst freedom of thought and actioi 
one bothered, for instance, about other peoples’ theological beliefs— consistent 
the Varnashiam Dhaiina Today, the leaders of bocialiat tlioiiglit— hlara 
Engels and Lenin— have placed nnothci scheme of life t 

ns These two schemes are diffcient from each other in a liiindicd difl 
wajs but they haie this in common that Ihev substitute order 

CO operation for anaichy and the law of the jungle They 

that a man’s worth is to be measured by the sacrifice he m ikc 

the service of others, not by the money he eains It is absurd to talk of 
induidual as an entity apart fiom society bocictj consists of iiuluidiial and tin 
of the induidual finds its functions and complctcnesb only in souetj 
16 absolutely necessaiy, tlicrefoie, that yve should hay c a con ’'■‘e picture o 
kind of society, the kind of man y\c yyant, and education sho ,ld then pn 
to mould men nccoidmgly .Such a picture cannot be based on tlic eflor 
imagination of a biillnnt tliiiikci atone it will )ia\e to be bi«ed on a pliilo' 
of life by which all the acfuitics of men and groups of men will be ro ordin 
The Aryan has Ins Vedanta and Ins doctiine of Karma, the socialist In 
theory of dialectical matoinhsm and bis matcnabstic interpret ilion of Hu 
The truth may be in either or both or neither of these systems of thought 
mankind must get itself to the task of e\oI\ing a rational scheme of life bs'c 
a rational compichensuc jihilosophy It is the absence of such a ha=is of roi 
that permits the man of seicnee to sell his knowledge to the selfish cai'ifalisi 
allows intellectual and miteiial icsoiirecs which could conicrt tins earth 
paiadise to he used foi piiiposcs of wholesale dcsliaiclion The man of srimce 
realise that he is the Brahman of to day he must not j'lO'-titiite Ins knoi 
fot base ends or else it yiill deslioy him and the woibl in yilmh lie lues J 1 
tJie greatest inobleni of to day if cuUmc and cuilisalion aie to be sj'vnl am 
responsibility of those of us who hayc anjthiiig to doyyilh cducetioii is great in 

1 should hke noiv to addioss a few woids to tlie graduates echo arc Ic 
the Guuikiil to daa, aftci taking Ibeii degrees I wish you all a long life 
all happiness and prospeuty, the fullest realisation of the four Purusliai 
May no sorrow or failure cross your path in anj comer of the iinucrsc sh 
altcrnig the words of the “^ruti, 

'Jlaj the Hcayens alioac and the Earth below pue you ahhrnja (absen 
fear, disappointment, failvuc;, may the intonening space guc voii ahnaui 
you bate ahhava, in front and behind, ahote and beloii ’ Jlav you jirote wc 
liouscboldcrs and cifireiis 

There is achicc winch can be given to graduates in all ages and times 
the words of the Upanishad, speak the tnitli, practise Dhormn, slioi rcte 
to your paicuts and vour pre,,cptor 8 , repay the trifle debt to he cods, the L 
and the fathers Woik not for reward but for a seiisc of duty, for the s^'ni 
liuniaintv All this is sound ad\icc and you baye to lake U to heart hut vop 
hate to intorpict it aeco ’ ng to llic eireumstanees in which you find yours 
to day India is tciy nsn ihe attainment o, fcwarijya snd I speak with all the ■ 
of confidence of which I m e.ipable tint no power oti earth can keep ui 
bondage much longer But there aic still mincdiments a”d they will rc< 
sacrifice and iajinstja to oyerconie them The measure in wlncii you gue ctic 
of these qualities will be the mcisinc of the extent to which you hate iiti 
your stay at the Gimikul But the prcse'tation of Swarajya wj]) require err 
sacrifices, it yyill demand higher self disi iiiline and greater strength of char-^ 
1 lioio none of you will be found yvanting in this hour of trial 
engaged in difiercnt professions, following difiercnt yvnlks of life Init J ho^e 
ihc spmtual, intellectual and material resources of cyery one of you y,il! al 
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be dedicated to the service of the motherland There is such appalhng povertv, 
Ignorance, superstition to oiercome and it is a thankless task as all those who 
have any experience of public life knoir very well And theie is the great virus 
of commiinalism which is eating into the vitals of our bodv politic Hindus and 
Muslims — sons of the same ancestors, speaking the same language, following very 
much the same customs — are being taught to regaid themselves as members of 
different races, different nationalities and theie aie wild talks of cutting of the 
country into regions based on these divisions Heavy is the responsibility of 
those who teach such doctrines It is a tragedy that a few self-seekers should 
in this way be able to jeopardize the best interests not only of the country at 
large but of those communities whose interests they profess to serve 

But apart from the reprehensible activities of such people, our problems are 
difficult enough m all conscience Every countiy uhich establishes a new regime 
as a result of a political revolution Las to pass thiough a period of reconstruction 
which IS a much more difhcult task than destruction But our task is heavier 
than that of others because we have to deal with large masses of people following 
different relunons and at different cultural levels In oui ovn Province, we 
have the large Hindu majoiity and the not negligible Muslim minonty , classes 
culturably as advanced as the highest classes elsewheie and tnbes which 
have httle to distinguish them from the wild men ot the Central Indian 
Jungle Eussia and China had somewhat similai problems but theie the vaiious 
groups were geographically separate units Here theie is greater inter-minglmg, 
greater intei -dependence If we can solve our problems, we shall set an example 
to other lands In this respect, the responsibility of the Hindu majonty is great, 
mdeed There can be no sacrifice of principles but we have to show mfinite 
patience and tolerance to wm the confidence of the minorities living in our midst, 
so that they may feel assured that their interests are safe Our province possesses 
the Great" centres of Hindu and Muslim cultuie — Benaies, Allahabad, Ajodhva, 
Mathura, Lucknow, Agra — and we have to forge a great Indian culture to which 
all shall have contnbuted, of which all shall be proud 

But India is not isolated from the rest of the world We are not only 
witnesses but actors in a great drama The great poweis, particularly Britain and 
France which should have acted as the guardians of the libeities of weaker States, 
have betrayed them and we see, as a continence, the rape of Abyssinia, Czecho- 
slovakia, "Spain and China The natural result has followed they have increased 
their own difficulties and added to the atmosphere of general unrest, and mutual 
distrust No one knows ^ what will happen Any day a war may break out and 
we may be asked to fight in defence of the prmciples of democracy nhich we do 
not enjoy m our own country, even in the hmited sphere of provincial administra- 
tion It IS farcical that those who have no control oier their own economic or 
militarv pohey should be called upon to take an active part in disputes which 
will decide the fate of independent people but it is none-the-less a fact As to 
what we should do in these circumstances, is a question for political bodies 
to decide here, I am only asffing you to take stock of the world situation 

These are not merely" academic questions they hare a vital importance for us 
Is this state of affairs to contmue ? If it is, we, on attaining Swaraj, shall have 
to engage in the same dirty game we shall be as much responsible as any 
other nation, for the tears of the widow and the oiphan , agamst us also will 
rise the curse of the halt and the maim, the hungry and the naked Surely such 
Swaraj is not worth havmg We have to set ourselves to the task of creating a 
new world-outlook, a new world in which exploitation of man by man shall 
not exist, in which work shall be a joy, m which each shall find his happiness 
and prosperity in the happiness and prosperitv of all, m which nation shall 
co-operate with nation for the common good of mankind This sounds like a 
dream but it is a dream which mankmd has been dreammg all down the ages 
I he Puranas speak of Uttarakuru , other countries have had their utopias I am 
not advocating any fanciful utopia but what the present advances m scientific 
knowledge have brought abundantly within the bounds of possibility, if only we 
would agree to hve like human beings This is the true spirit of Aryan culture. 
It requires that each one shall realise his identity with the all of which he is an 
organic part It is a dream which it is well worth our while to make an attempt to 
materialise It is only m such a world that everv one can realize his highest self, unfold 
his greatest potentialities 1 hope every one of you will hear this call and set himself to 
this task, accordmg to the measure of his abilities I wish you all strength and success 



The Calcutta University Convocation 

A' spirited defence of the nchicTeincnts and gifts of the Cnluittn UnivcrMts 
against uniiifoimed ciitics rv-is made bj the Vice Chancellor, A/uin Dahadvr 
Aztzul Haque in the course of his address at the Annual Convocation Minch Mas 
held at the Piesidencj College gioiind on the lllli March 1939 In the coiirse of 
his address, the Vice Chancellor said — 

‘'To carry on the vast magnitude of Mork in the Mhole circle of mental and 
moral philosophical and histoiical sciences, and the eicr polling groups of 
phjsical and natuial sciences in all the laiiclv of then branches iie hiiic to 
depend at present on 12 professors, 49 Icctuieis, tiio assistant lecturers and 01 
teachers outside the giade in the aits section and 13 professors 27 lecturers, 17 
assistant Icctureis and 13 teacheis outside the giadc in the science section iihich 
includes applied mathematics In addition, scicices of 22 honorary Ictturcis in 
the aits department and 30 honorary lecturers in the science department arc 
requisitioned from various colleges and other institutions On the ba>-is of the 
actuals of 1937-38 MC have roughly to spend about Its 12 '>0,t00, annunllv for 
the puipose of teaching and research The foes from students fetch an income 
of roughV Ks 1,70,000, uhile receipts under various endowments come to about 
Es 1,90,000 The balance of nearly Es 9,50,000 has to be met from the general 
fimds of the university 

“We have now no Senate Hall adequate to hold the convocation Our record 
rooms are tcnibly congested The librarj daily requncs evpansion Our laboiatoiics 
and buildings are scattcicd all over the town Tcicbing clashes cannot be 
extended Eooms are not available for all the branches of higher studies and 
research A new planning is therefoic the irnmcdiatc end of all our rrquiicmcnts 

“Nobodj Mill accept today that the university is mcrelv to teach thcoiics and 
not to tiain students in the application of these thcoiies, that vve should confine 
our MOik merely to study and analysis, to teaching the moie basic niincii'lcs, with- 
out a corresponding touch with the fundimental economic, and industri d needs of 
the country feucTi ciitits geneially, with an abundance of their oiih gift ridicule 

and irony, are impatient of what they call our exinnsion but arc gcnciallv blind to 

the achiLVcmcnts and gifts of the univeisitv , they nie alike deaf to the tall of 
the future They do not realize the past achievements of this univcisiiv, nor even 
get a grasp of the implications for teaching and research in the university for the 
industrial and cultural development of the people 

“But those who are able to appraise facts and lessons of hislorv in their proper 
perspective will admit that this univcisity has not only been the pioneer, but most 
forward in advancing the cultuial needs of the people The whole structuic of our 
national life and thought has been nrofoundlv affected by the univcrsitv It has 

extended the bounds of human knovv ledge and it has made the jicople value and 

appreciate the arts, literature and science It has given leaders of men for the 
diflcient political, economic, social, industrial and scientific activities of the people 
Ecvolutionaiv changes are distinctly visible in the structure and oiganization of 
EOLietv Are vve to remain content with pioneer works and add no siipcrBructure , are 
we not to provide for greater facilitibs for more knowledge and arc vve not to create 
opportunities for furtlier studies and research 7 But such work requires considerable 
outlay of money and no universitv in the world has the power of taxation Tlie 
sources of its income apart from the income limited to fees and other miscellaneous 
rccciiits, must neccssarilv depend upon State grants, generous endowments and con- 
tributions from the people If the coiintrv has to be benefited from work witlnn tlie 
university, it can legitimately ex])ect monev from the , State as well as from jwivate 
nersons for all necessary cxiiansion and proper muntcnance If indiistncs have 
benefited in the past from studies and research in the university, petting them 
profits and dividends, one can reasonabh expect funds from these* industrial con- 
cerns to carry on further work Can the best of Uic universities, the best of scholars 
the best of teachers, the best of cumcnla do anv thing if there is not cnoiich 
laboratorv space and if the research grants are not adequate ? ^ 

"Mv special appeal is particularlv directed to tho=e notable firms aim indus- 
trialists of this province who have not only the ability to pay but also have ability 
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lo 'ippoint a large number of our trained scientific men and scholars under ffipm 
for research in specialised irork and I trust that they vrill realize that this is a 
question of national importance If they fail, the responsibility of the future iyiU 
not be at the door of the university 

“In this connexion may I pointedly bring to the notice of all concerned the 
necessity of providing greater opportunities of employment and avocation for our 
highly educated and trained young men to which their trainmg, culture and 
academic attainments fully entitle them Unless Bengal is de\ eloped industnallv, 
unless there are opportunities for our framed men to be employed in many difierent 
branches of industries, commerce and business, it is futile to expect that this 
provmce will be able to make any great head-way m the progressive development 
of India ” 

The Vice-Chancellor dwelt bnefly on the work being done in the difierent Post 
Giaduate Departments and referrmg to the Department of History stressed the 
importance of havmg a survey of the economic, social and cultural history of mediae- 
val India “The history on India”, he said, ‘‘is a CTeat hentage to each and eiery one of 
us We have to mtroduce a new vision in oiir history which will make Hindus and 
Moslems realize that to-day they belong essentially to the culture of India as a 
whole It IS from this point of view that historical studies are to be organized m 
future, but it requires a number of additional men and staff to take up the vast 
amount of material that is now lying about especially dealmg with the Islamic 
period 

'Tn connexion with higher post-graduate studies we are gradually realizing the 
necessity of properly organizmg Islamic studies within the university That cannot 
be done merely bv the study of the Arabic and the Persian languages The umver- 
sity IS situated in a provmce where Moslems form more than half of the total 
population and it is only an inevitable consequence of higher education the Moslems 
should keenlv feel the necessity of havmg a fuller scope for their mtellectual and 
academic activities within the university 

Tt is eminently desirable that, under the guidance of the imiversity, Moslem 
students should be so educated that, whilst being fully imbued with the modern 
spirit and animated by progressive and scientific ideas, they may also fully know 
the creative thoughts m Islam without m any way forgetting that they belong to 
Bengal and to India 

“India IS formed of different races and cultures Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam 
and Chnstianity have all played their part in diverse ways and manners India 
has had the im*pact of teachings from both the East and the West Work witPin 
the university should therefore, be so planned that there may be a critical study 
of all the cultural streams of Indian life In the highest interests of education in 
this province, Moslems and Hindus should both co-operate, one considerately 
respectful of the other’s convictions, always ready to preserve their individual 
cultural traditions withm the wider frame-work of the university’s corporate life 

“That will truly hnng in a spirit of harmony and concord and will remove 
antagonism, hostility and conflict Diversities of races, cultures and rehgions will 
then be harmonized into one national outlook for India 

“There is another aspect of the problem which I should refer to m this con- 
nexion It IS the paucity of Moslems in the science classes There are at present 
only three Moslem students in the Sth-vear science class out of a total of 156 and 
thr^ out of 121 in the 6th-vear science class , while the average of annual passes 
in the Intermediate Science Examination during the last six years has not exceeded 
100 and the number of B Sc , has been less than 20 This is a senous matter 
and early attention of all concern should be directed towards this ’ 

Addressmg the graduates, the Vice-Chancnllor said — 'Play your part nobly in 
the task of reconstructing our national life Let ns have supreme faith m our 
traditions and past Let ns all remam essentially an Eastern and an Indian nation 
Let us not abandon the priceless treasure of our own cultures Be worthy of your 
degrees and beep the map of this province and this country before you m your hfe 
and career 


Trade, Industry & Commerce in India 


JANUARY—JUNE 1939 



Indian Trade in 1937 — 38 

London Commissioner’s Report 

The trade conditions in the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Italy, 
hiorway, Sweden, Denmirk Belgium, Holland, the United States of America, 
Argentina, Brazil, Japan and India are surveyed in relation to Indian trade and 
commerce m the report on the wort of Sir David Meek, the Indian Trade 
Commissioner in London, during 1937-3S, published on the 19tb Janaary 1939 

“India being predominantly an agricultural country, the prosperity of her 
trade”, savs the Deputy High Commissioner of India in London commenting on 
the report, ‘‘m dependent on woild commodity pnces In 1936-37 she derived the 
full benefit of the progressive rise in commodity prices To some extent this boom 
was due to an element of speculation and a fall in pnces was mevitable. But the 
decline in the early months of 1938 uas so steep that the exports fell off considrea- 
bly both in quantity and value In particular the position in regaid to wheat nas 
most unsatisfactoi 7 , the price having dropped to so low a level as to preclude the 
possibility of further export on a laige scale 

“Similarly, India’s exports of linseed and castor seed haie dwindled considera- 
bly in the early months of 1938 India has lost giound to other exporting countries, 
mainly the Argentine In raw cotton and cotton waste there was a slight 
improvement in 1937, but this was followed bj a serious decline in the first quarter 
of 1938, which was due to American competition, reduced demand from Japan 
owing to the Sino-Japanese wir and the dithculties experienced by the Lancashire 
cotton industry Similarly, the export of wool, which showed an encouraging 
expansion in 1937, registerered a hea\y decline during the first quarter of 1938 

‘There was a considerable decrease, both in quantity and total value, in the 
export of shellac, seedlac and sticklac, the prices being most disappointing The 
same unfortunate tendency is noticeable m the case of base metals, brass and 
copper haMug dropped by 47 per cent dunng the yeai, tm by 42 per cont, lead by 
50 per cent and zinc by 56 per cent 

“But there are a few bright patches m an otherwise gloomy picture The 
export of tobacco from India showed an improiement throughout the year under 
review, the imports to the United Kingdom dunng the first quarter of 193S being 
valued at £131,765 as against £26,376 in the conesponding quarter of 1937 Pioiided 
the quality is improved, there is no doubt that Indian tobacco has a bnght future 
in the United Kingdom market There was also a further increase in the impoits 
mto the United Kingdom of decorticated groundnuts and m feedmg stuffs for 
animals, e g, rice dust and meal, groundnut cake and meal, Imseed cake and 
meal In spite of the geneial recession there was a large mcrease in the imports 
of pig iron, while manganese ore contmued to appreciate in puce, accompanied by 
an increase in Indian exports of this commodity 

“The trade in Indian carpets was also encouraging, and the improvement m 
export was maintained right ihroiu-'i the year India is now the laigest supplier 
of carpets and floor rugs to the United Kingdom For Indian (mcluding 
Burman) timber, 1937 was a record year and the demand in the United Kingdom 
for gui]un and the siliergrey wood from the Andamans continues to be for 
satisfactory ” 

Speafang of Indian agriculture and industnes, the Deputy High Commissioner 
of India sais 

“Generally speakmg all the crops were satisfactory lyhile there was a 
shrinkage in *the area under rice, linseed, sugaicane and ]ute, there was an 
increase in the acreage under wheat, cotton and groundnuts The protected 
industries continued to do well The iron and steel mdustry witnessed another^ 
prosperous year Although the cotton growers did not do well, owing to the fall 
m exports, the cotton textile industry showed marked progress during the year 
The cement and paper mdustnes also showed signs of expansion The sugar 
industry was threatened with over-production, but the action taken by the 
Governments of the two provmces in which the industry is concentrated laz , 
United Provmces and Bihar, to stabilise the price of both sugarcane and sugar has 
had a steadying effect , , , ^ , 

“Of the industries which are not protected, rubber and tea come ^ 

special category, inasmuch as production and export m the case of rubber and 
export in the case of tea aie regulated by international agreement Durmg the year 
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1937-38 there -n-ig t. decline m the prices of rubber, Tvhicli iris checked bj the 
reduction of the peimissible e-^poiteblo percentage There has been an incieaso in 
consumption, particularly in Geimany and the United Kingdom But in spite of 
the low price, at least fiom the producer’s point of Men, attempts continue to bo 
made in some countries to increase the piodntion of synthetic rubbci Up to non 
the price factor continues to be in fa\oui of the natural pioduot 

' The tea industry completed the first quinquennial period of regulation, and 
the paiticipating coiintiies haie agreed to extend the period for another fi\c tcais 
ou the same quotas as the previous preiod The Inteinalional Tea Market 
Expansion Boaid aie making strenuous efforts to stimulate tea dunking, and during 
the year the consumptioii of tea increased considerabh in the United States The 
price has lemained moie or less stable, but theie was some apprehension that the 
increase in the import duty on tea in the United Kingdom ivould affect Empire 
gioueis, moie especially the piodiices of high grade tea The Indian tea industry 
18 highly oiganised and should be in a position to take adiantagc of the higher 
permissible expoit percentage fixed for 1933 89 

‘‘The coffee industry was affected by the decision of the Goicrnmcnt of Bn- 
zil to allou fiee competition and to leduce the expoit tax As a result, the noild 
price of coffee fell by about 40 per cent in the fust quaitei of 1933, as lompi- 
red with the conespouding quarter of 1937 Consumption increased in Europe, 
but there was a licaay decline in the United States The consumption _^of Indian 
coffee in the United Kingdom has been falling since 1914 but in 1937-38, there 
has been an iiiciease in the sales of Indian coflce, and the jiriccs obtained 
hare also been faaourable when compared avith the puces obtained foi other giowths 

“Of the induBtiies which are not piotectefl the most imjiortant aic the cod 
and nite industries The former witnessed a geneial re\i\al after a prolonged 
peiiOQ of depiession, but for the ]ute industry the year undci reiiew was the 
pooiest in Its history The difficulties of tins indiisliy are duo to internal 
competition and the failure of the manufactuicrs in India to arriic at any 
agieoment among themsehes on the question of piodiiction Fortunately, the jute 
giowois did not suffei to the same extent as cotton growcis ” 

In Ins stiivea of the economic conditions of diffoicnt countries, the Trade 
Commissionci finds that the total aaluc of woild tiadc foi 7G countries during the 
yeai 1937-33 ins 29,982,000 gold dollats as against 25, 534, (>30,009 in lOJG-37, an 
incicase of 4,4J8,0(30,0(X) 

The fiscal yeai 1937-33 however, closed avith falling off. in all directions, 
as illustiated by the index of shipping freight latcs which fell fiom 118 9 in 
Febriniy (1993 1913 = 100) to 115 3 in Maich 'IJie aoliirae of idle shipping in 
Butish poits neaily doubled itself fiom December 1'137 to March 1933 'Jhe 
Anglo-Italian Agieement President Kooscaclt’s decision to resume laige scale 
Govcinment expenditure, the iiitei dependence of the United Kingdom markets— all 
thcac nilliiciiced trade 

The year 1937-33 was a aery prosperous one foi Great Britain, but closed 
with considenble slad einiig m all but two oi three industries The production of 
pig non rose, so did its import, as also the production and imports of non and 
steel The coal industry Ind an excellent aear Shipping ficight continued to 
use fiom JI rich till Scptcrabci 1917 dccliuing afterwmls The motor building 
iiutustia had a good aeai The aiiciaft nidustra a\as stimulated by Goaernment 
rciiimnient 


Amongst the fndes winch had an iinsatibfactora period were the Lancashire 
cotton industry — pioducfion in March 1933 was a little moie than 50 per cent of the 
ppicity and the avoolleu textile industry avhich aaoikcd short time The hosiera 
It luc avas depressed , so was the jiUe (lade, though ravon industry remained quiet 
Un the maniifactming side the electiical industry also slioavcd a slight deprcisioii 

aaluc of imports into the United Kingdom in the first quarter of 
19 jS , Bars Sir Daaid Meek ‘was £ 215,218,813, which avas £. 15,276,220 more than 
tlie xaliie m total imports in the first quarter of 1937 There was an incraa^e under 
mo hMds Food, Drink and Tobacco, and Manufactured Articles, but a decrease under 
Jiniv Materials, and Unmanufactured Articles The total exports of British produce 
during the first quarter of 19|S, howeicr, declined by £ 273,077 
to i. l_U3b'l,939 But It must be pointed out that the exports of manufactured 
articles during the qinrtei were oaer £2,000000 better than the exports durinc the 

corresponding penod of 1937 and accounted for nearly £ 90,000,000 out of the total 
gncnaboie” m me loiai 
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TIl.^E IN 1937- 38 [ SE 17 Delhi— 

Eenewuig the conditions in countnes other than the United Kingdom, the 
Trade Commissioner finds that France had an acute economic position — a rise in 
the cost of living, increase in the adverse balance of trade, a decline in industrial 
production increase in the number of unemployed 

In Germany, during the year, records of the boom year 1928-29 ivere exceeded 
in a number of branches Government control tanff vrall, comphcated Govern- 
mental machinery, all aiming at self-sufficiency and rearmament, haie not, however, 
made it easy for her to expand her foreign exnort trade and to obtain raw materials 
from abroad, though a four-year plan under General Goering jvas visorously 
pursued Shortage of foodstuffs, the ration card system, stable ivage=5, unsatisfactory 
cereal crops, consequent import of over a million'tons of wheat and an economic 
programme for the addition of 7,000,000 inhabitants through the incorporation of 
Austria, were features of the year in Germany 

Italy secured a surplus of 37,000,090 lire by hea% j taxation and a 10 percent lew 
on lomt stock companies to meet the cost of armaments, public works and land 
reclamation, making the year 1937, on the whole, one of marked recovery and con- 
sohdation 

The review finds that Norway had a satisfactory year, the best since the War 
Belgium’s trade ended less favourably than it began* and Argentine experienced 
real prosperity Japan’s adverse balance of trade increased and her imports were 
restricted because of her engagement in war 

Commg to India, the leport finds that in 1397-33 India denved full benefit 
from the nse in commodity pnees and that her own crops on the whole were satis- 
factory Fmanciailj the mam tendency of the closing months of 1936-37, which 
continued in the succeeding year 1937-33, was a rapid improvement in railway 
traffic until the autumn, which was followed by a ranid decline from the figures of 
a year before The same was true of cusioms receipts The decline m imports 
also meant a loss to the customs revenue 

The year, howeier, closed with a downward trend m all directions and in bis 
Budget Speech the Fmance ilember was constrained to remark that they would 
"not be justified in expecting the maintenance of the current year’s figures ” 

Dunng the period from Apnl to November tlie Government borrowed small 
sums occasionally from the Eeserve Bank and were able to liquidate them proniptlj 
'There was a gradual mflow of funds and on October 1 their balance stood at Es 
1,64,100000 Thereafter the revenue returns weakened and the Government were 
compelled to borrow from the Eeserve Bank more frequently towards the close of 
the year The maximum amoimt borrowed was Es 4 00,(X),009 

'The Government did not raise any long-term loans dunng the year, as no 
loans matured dunng 1937-38 This enabled the provinces to laise loans Five 
provmces took advantage of this position and were able to raise an aggregate sum 
of Es 4,60,00,009 by the end of August 

Throughout the year negotiations were m progress for a new agreement with 
the United Kmgdom As a result of tlie decision of the Indian Legislature the 
Ottawa Agreement between India and the United Kmgdom was terminated in Slay 
1936 although pending the negotiation of a new agreement the obhgations imposed 
by the Ottawa Agreement were allowed to continue 

Conung to the trade between India and the United Kingdom, the report shows 
that the year 1937 was an extremely prosperous one for British trade and India 
and all other participatmg countnes shared m it Gram, flour and nee went up in 
1937, as did linseed cake and meal 

Export of unmanufactured tobacoo from India to the United Kingdom mar- 
ket was the largest ever recorded, being 19,100,000 lbs, as compared with 13,oO) OOO 
lbs m 1936 It seems that Indian tobacco has at last “caught on ’ in the Bntish 
market To improve the quality so as to consolidate the position gained wiU be 
the task of the Indian producer The report gues details of the exports of seeds, 
oils, fats, resins, and gums from India to the United Kingdom It also deals with 
textiles and fibies and exports of raw wool, Indian caipets, jute textiles, pig iron, 
shellac, hides and skins and other commodities 

It also gives details of India’s participation in various fairs and exhibitions 
Ten of these had Indian stalls and er^bited Indian raw material and fancy goods 
sports goods, lace, coir mats and leather goods India had six different sections in 
the Bntish Indqstnes Fair, 1938, covermg an area of 3,681 square feet, an mcrease 
of 630 square feet from last year By far the largest number of enquines were for 
sports goods 
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The Industries Conference 

Tenth Session— Bombay— 23r<3 & 24th January 1939 

The Viceroy’s Address 

H E the Viceioy inaugimted the Tenth Industries Conference at Bombay 
University Senate House on the 2‘!rd January ’39, undci the presidency of the lion 
Sir Zafrullah Khan, Commerce Alember to the Government of India The Con- 
ference lias attended by the Industnes Ministers of the vanoiis British Indian 
picninces leprescntatiies of the Indian States and the Industries Munster of 
Ceylon The folloning is the tevt of If E the Viceroy’s speech — 

“It was with leal pleasure that I found myself able to accept the invitation of 
the hon the Commerce Jlember to inaugurate this morning the Tenth Industries 
Conference It was perhaps inevitable, having regard to my previous connection with 
India as Chairman of the Ko al Commission on Agiicultuie, that hopes should be 
raised that the penod of my Viccrovnlty would be specially associated with the attempt 
to solve some of India’s more pressing agiiculturil problems I earnestly desire tint 
these hopes should be fulfilled fot theie is no doubt in my mind that the happiness 
and contentment of this great land must continue to be broitl based upon tlie pros- 
perity and welfare of the cuUu vting classes But human nao n being what it is, 
there may have been misgiving lest my jircoccupation with agricultural matters 
should result in less than a due appiccialion of the importance of the dcielo] ment 
of Indian industiics It v,as partly in the hope that 1 might be able to dispel any 
such misgivings tint I welcomed the oppoitunity to open voiii proceedings to dav 
‘flieic IS no doubt in mv mind that conditions to day in the world at large 
make it moie nccc'-saiy that eici befoie that India should attain a ccitiin balance 
in her agricultiiial and industrial economv The goal of self siifTicieiicy which is 
being piiisiied by many foreign countiicb is not one, that is in my judgment suit- 
able foi India, Blit the falling off in the demand for India’s raw products, whiclr 
IS one of its symptoms, imposes on us picti=eh, in the inteiests of the ogiicultural 
classes the duly of making a fuller use of those raw products ourselves 

“I understand that it is now customary to hold these annual conferences, winch 
formerly were held cither at Delhi oi at Simla at a dillercnt Provincial centre each 
vear 1 am sure tint this is a wise depaiturc It give the represent itivcs of the 
different Piovinces and States some opportunity to sliidv on the spot industrial 
problems other than their own and it enables them and the representatives of the 
Central Government to make pcisonal contacts outside tl e Conference Chamber, 
which cannot but be of gicat value ’ 

“And I must commend vour choice of the actual meeting place in this City, 
the Univcrsitv Senate Hall, winch I hope is symptomatic of the closer co oj oration 
in which it IS de^iiablc that industry and the Universities should work I am Inppv 
too, to sec =0 main repiesentatives of the Indian States taking jiart in vour Con- 
ference It IS a recognition of the clo=c intei-aclion, in the industrial, as in maiiv 
other spheres of public activitv, of the problems and inteiests of Bntish India and 
of the Indian Stitcs The solution of common problems cannot but be facilita- 
ted by the mcrca‘:cd oppoitunities foi foiraal consultation and co operative effort 

“The Industries Conference is now an annual insii ntion, but I notice that 
although this is the tenth Industiics Conference, it is ovei eight wears a o 
since the first of the senes was held at fcimli in Apiil 1929 In view of the somV 
what diflcicnt scope ad composition of that Conference which we arc inauguraliii"' 
to dav, It is j eihaj s (1 ^inljle to indicate briefly the circumstances wb'ch Lave 
biought about the c’l 11^,0 

“Twentv wears ago the Indian Industrial Commission appointed dunn”- and to a 
great e\tent owing to, the stress of the Great ar had just issued its report Its 
ambitious pro| o=alb for a great advance m industrialisation depended on the accei tance 
of two principles The first was th t the Government oii-ht to take an active part 
in the industrial development of the conntrv with tlie aim of roakin< India more 
self-contained in men and material The second was that it was impossible for 
Uie Government to luidcrtake that part, unless thev were provided with adrouate 
administrative equipment aid fore armed with reliable and technical advice It was 
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to the Centnl Government that the Commission assigned the mam responsibility 
for further industrial ad^auce, and to this end, one of then main recommendations 
was the formation of an All-India Industrial Seivice of Specialists and Technical 
Experts who would largely hare been seconded foi senice under Piovincial 
Directors of Industries, by whom, under the Geneial contiol of local Goveinments, 
the actual admmistiatne voik would have been carried on 

“But about the time when the Indian Industiial Commission made its report, 
far-reaching constitutional changes were undei contemplation, changes, which had not 
been envisaged by the Commission, and which weie to lendei substantial parts of their 
scheme impracticable By the time the first Industiies Conference met m 1920, it was 
alieady known that ‘Industries’ was to be a PioMncial Tiansfeiied Subject, to 
be contiolled and administeied bj Jlinisteis Ihe Confeience, theiefoie, although 
it consisted entuely of officials, concerned itself mainlj with the details of the 
organisation of the growing Piovineial Departments of Industnes, and little was 
done in the way of co-oidination of eftoit At the Confeience held in Apnl 1921, 
the new Provincial Ministers foi Industnes weie piesent foi the fi st time 

“At this and at the next Confeience theie manifested itself a ceitain 
apprehension lest co-ordinatioii and attempts at miified efibrt might mean 
inteifeience and though it was piimaiily as a measure of letienchment that 
these Conferences weie abandoned in 1923, there is, I think, no doubt that a 
contiibutoiy cause was wbat I may, foi want of a bettei woid, refer to as the 
separatist tendency of inclmdual Proiinces, who foi the most pait had ceased 
to attach any great importance to co-ordination m this field 

“Fortunately this tendencj, the strength of which I have no desire to 
exaggeiate, did not last long and ceitauilj does not pei^ist to-daj Foi it 
was at the request of the Provincial Goiemments ihemsehes that these annual 
Gonfeiences weie reiived m 1933 Indeed, what I notice nowadays is something 
very diffeient fiom any apprehension that the Cential Government may encroach 
upon the legitimate sphere of Provincial activities It is rather a ceitain 
exasperation at the inability of the Central Government to exexcise, in ceitain 
directions, powers which were long ago taken away from the Cential Government 
and handed o\ei to Pioimcial Ministers 

“This seems to me to be a perfectly natural outcome of the giowing 
realisation that a real co-ordination of industiial effort between the Provinces is 
essential, if India as a whole is to advance or even to mamtam the position 
that in certain industnes she has alieady won For from time to time, fissipaioiis 
tendencies show themselves, and though we can hardly hope to see a complete 
identity of views established thiough the machineiy of these Conferences, it is 
nonetheless along tte lines of such free and fiank discussions of common 
pioblems, as is heie iiossible, that a solution is to be sought 

“What part, however, is theie still left for the Central Government to play 
in the future mdustiial development of the country ? An examination of what 
has already been done will perhaps shed some light on this I have already 
indicated the ciicumstances in which it was not possible that the Central 
Government should put in operation the scheme drawn up by the Indian 
Industrial Commission 

“Looking back on that scheme, the pait I am most inclined to regret, was 
the abandonment of the scheme for an All-India Industrial Seiaice If that 
recommendation could have been giien effect to, there would have been m 
existence to-day a central pool of industiial experts on which the Proiinces 
could have drawn to man their depaitments, and I feel suie that the existence 
of such a body of trained men would have been felt to-day by many Provincial 
Mmisters to constitute a veiy material resene of highly qualified expert advice, 
of which they could, if they so wished, avail themsehes 

“Nevertheless the Cential Government have been enabled to play a role, 
different, indeed, from that envisaged by the Commission, but one which has 
exercised a notable influence on the development of Indian industnes By their 
control of taiiffs, and in pursuance of the policy of disciimmating protection, 
which was accepted as the result of the lecommendations of the Indian Fiscal 
Commission, many great industnes— steel, cotton, textiles, paper, sugar— have been 
bmlt up By then stores purchase policy, under which a definite preference is 
shoivn by the ^Government, in their purchases undertaken to meet the needs of 
the Public Services, to articles of indigenous manufacture, the Government have 
done much to assist many large and small Indian mdustiies The extent of 
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these purchases is not perhaps as mdely realised as it should be Diiniig the 
ten years fiom 1928-29 to 1937-38, articles rrholh or partially manufactured in 
India ivere pui chased for the Goiernment to the extent of tvrenty three crorcs of 
nipees The Indian Stores DepaUment exercises constant Mmlancc to preicnt 
the puichase from abioad of articles, uhich can equally ivcll be obtained in India, 
and has succeeded in di\ citing to indigenous sources of supplj Tnau^ dcmniius 
^vhlcll can. be met from Indian markets, but uhich might othcruise have been 

filled from elseivliere , r , i ^ 

‘•Again, the action taken on the recommendations of the Eoyal Cororais'iion 
on Agricultiire Ins demonstrated in a stnking uay the adiantages to the FioMiices 
of the CO ordination of letcarch and guidance, undeitaken bv the Central Goiern- 
ment, and this example Ins been followed, though not perhaps to the full extent 
that some of xou ma^ ha\e desired, in the industrial field The co ordination of 
Pronncnl eflorts which is effcitod ba yoiii Confeience has been emphasised In 
the establishment of the Tndustnd Eescaith Bureau, tlie Iiidustinl Ecscaich 
Council and the Imperial fcencultuie Committee, and by the giants gnen to 
the Inndloom, iroollcn and senculUiie industiios Last year the Gmcrnmciit 
took the deemon to place the Industrial Eesearch Biiieau on a permanent footing 
Owing to the deteiioiation of the gencial financial ]iositioii duniig the current 
year, my Government have felt comi'cllcd to re examine that decision But I am 
glad to be able to announce tint it has been decided to maintain it Siniilarlv, 
I am glad to sav that it has been piovisioiiallj decided to continue for aiiotl rr 
financial yeai G939-40) the handloom grant which was due under the oiigiii d 
scheme to expiie next October 

“In the legislative field, measures iceently passed bv the Central Lcgislali e, 
such as the Companies Act and the insunnee Act, cannot but have a iii-ieac hinc, 
efleot of a beneficial nafuic on other measuics on the anvil such as the E dents 
Bill which pioposes to penalise the pirating of designs , a Bill to facilitate the 
registration of ti ide marks iii India , the revision of the Law of ^Icicbandise 
ilarks , and a Bill which will enable the Central Govemment to prc'cnbc a 
umfoim standard of weights All these legislative activities will help to create 
an environment in which industrv can floiuish 

“I have perhaps said enough to indicate that the Central Government have, 
within the limits of the Constitution, plaxcd their due pait in development of 
Indian industries It will not have e«eaped vonr notice that vrhen the scheme 
of Government contcmi'lated by the Government of India Act Ins been brought 
into full operation, the lesponsibility for the development of those industncs, 
where development under Lederal contiol is expedient in the public interest, will 
remain with the Federal Government Quite apart fiom tins, however, there is 
a large and fruitful field for co o]>CTation and discussion in industrial matters 
between the Piovinces and States tnierse, and between tlicm, and the Central 
Government 

“I have studied voui agenda with much interest I am glad to sec the important 
place occupied lu it bv the development of small and cottage null strics 'lo my 
mind the supplementing not only of the caniings, but of the hcalthv human 
interests of the rural population is more bound up with tlie development of 
small subsidiary industiies tlnu vath tint of laige scale industiies I notice 
that the hon’ble the Jliiuster for Industncs in Madras, whom I had hoped to 
have seen here to dav, laid stress on this point in a recent speech, and that he 
estimated that big industiies could not feed moie than ten million people in 
India 1 am also ghd to see that vou propose to consider how the services of 
tnc Indian Irade Commissioners abroad can best be utilised to diffi sc the kind 
ol information vou require Ihere has, as vou know, been a cieat cvpansioii of 
this service during the last five vears, and it is the desire of mx Government that 
their sen ices should be enlisted to the fullest possible extent m the cxrancinn 
of Indian industry and trade 

*Tt IS no doubt possible that the discussion of certain items on voiir a ’■nula 
iTiav disclose marked divergences in the view -point of the different Provin<c=^ But 
It IS essential to the success of the free and democratic institutions whidi 
buiuiing lip in India, tint there should be frank and cordial C' clauses o*' 
with a view to reaching agreed solutions, and I do not know Unt there n ■ 
in which this is more important than that of industrv at -> umc when 
discuEcjon of dilhcultics has drawn us back from the brink of a worltl v ai- fmt 
when the menace to freedom and democracy has bv no means dnappeared It is 
on this note that I leave you to your deliberations ’ ’ * 
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THE FEDEEATED CHAiffiEES OF COMMEECE 

Discussion — ^2nd Day — ^Bombay — 24th Jannary 1939 

The Conference resumed ivork on January 24 The first subject taken 
up for consideration nras the development of the handloom neavmg mdustry 
The progress made with the schemes in the various provinces was review^ 
and the additional grants asked for by certain provinces over and above 
their ordinary basic grants were considered" Allotments for the year 1939-40 were 
decided upon on the assumption that the grant-in-aid would be made available for 
the twelve months of the finanacial year instead of for only seieu months accord- 
mg to the onginal arrangement 

The Conference then went on to di=cuss the question of the uti'isation of 
the services of the Indian Trade Commisioners, with, special reference to the 
collection of information in' regard to the running of cottage^ and small industries 
in Japan and o*^her countries It was also pointed out that the fimctions of 
these officers could usefully be amplified with a view ho finding n arkets abroad 
for the products of small and cottage industries The question was raised as to 
how the additional expenditure involved in making special enquiries on behalf 
of the province should be met The Chairman exnla’ned that the Trade Commis- 
sioners would continue to supplv current information which they could furnish 
without di&cultv from printed publications but that special enquiries undertaken 
on behalf or provinces should be paid for by them He promised that the views 
expressed at the Conference would be carefully examined by the Government 
of India with a view to issuing any further instructions that might be 
necessary 

The next question taken up was the holding of an annual All-India Indus- 
trial F^ir The pnnciple of having such an exhibition at a fixed central place 
was generally accepted The Chairman made it clear, honever, that the Central 
Government 'jvas not in a pjosition at present to bear any portion of the cost 
It was eventually decided that a feub-Committee of the Conference should 
be appomted to "go mto the question and report to the next Industnes 
Conference \ 


The Federated Chambers of Commerce 

Annual Session — Delhi — 8th and 9th April 1939 

Presidenfaal Address 

The annual meeting of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry began in Old Delhi on the 8th April 1939 with Mr Jamshed K E 
ilelita in the chair and m the presence of a large gatnermg of delegates from 
many parts of India, mcluding States and membeis of the Legislature A cnucal 
survey of Indian commercial conditions was made by Mr Mehta in his presidential 
address 

Dealing first with foreign trade, Mr ^lehta pointed out that with the 
dimmution of India s former exi^ort surplus— on mg to the pursuit by certain 
countries of economic self-sufficiency — the per-war mechanism by which India 
met her liabihties to the Umted Eangdom by means of this suiplns might cease 
to operate. It was necessary, therefore, that India should expand her exports to 
countnes hke the IT S A , the United Kingdom and the members of the 
Bntish Commonwealth of 2sations Also the United Kmgdom should either 
allow India to expand lier exports to the U Iv or restrict its own exports to 
India, thus creating an export surplus equivalent to the payments due by India 
It was a matter of deep r^ret, 3Ir Mehta said, that the Government should 
have though it wise to ratify the Indo-British Trade Agreement m the teeth of 
, the opposition of the Legislature in general and the commercial community in 
particular He also regretted the Government’s not heeding the recomm^dations 
of the unofficial advisers As regards tariff pobey, Mr Mehta earnestly ™:gM 
the Government to make a genmne effort to carry out the recommendations or the 
Fiscal Commission as regards i:he fixmg of definite periods of protection of suficient 
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therefore, that the time had come i\hcn 
its whole policy as regards India’s tiade relations 
urced that the Goiernment should take immediate steps 
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length to enable the industry concerned to take full adiantage India tias no 
longer merely an agricultural counti-v, but ’oould soon aspiie tobe an impoitant 
agiicultural and industrial country like the TJ & A It seemed to -Mr ^^chta, 

® . T .1 T — Go^einn^ent should definitel} rcMse 

-nitb foreign coiintiies, and be 
to conclude tiade agree- 
ments nitli countiies like Germana, Italj, the U S A and Japan Eren, 
bouevci if Indii’s commeicial pplicy was modified in the diicction of encouraging 
c^poits abroad, Mr Mehta thought that they would not be in a position to take 
full ad’ ntagc of such tiade agreements, unless the defects in the grading and 
maiketiiig of the staple e^poircommodities, such as linseed and gioundniits, were 
repaired The Fiesident urged the Central and Provincial Goicniments to collect 
statistical information about the mcdiiim-sired and mmoi indusliies Tlie present 
lack of tins infoimation would pieient tile diawing up of anv well thought-out 
plan regauling the location of new industiies and the deiclopment of the existing 
ones in the country as a whole ilr Mehta also mentioned the effoits which 
the Fcdciation Ins long been making to pcisuide the Govcinnicnts to undeitake 
an industnal sunej of the whole country, which would guo authentic figures 
lehhng to the mineral wealth as also the total volume of raw matciials available 
in each piovince 

Mr Mehta said that the commercial commiinilv whole heaitcdlv siippoitcd 
the aim which the National Planning Committee hid in mind, mmclv, tJio collection 
of the necessary statistical data in ordei to design a scheme for the dcielopment 
of the industiics of this countiv He was afraid, howeiei th it the questionnaire 
which the Committee had issued, though exhaustive, was not hkelv to sccuic all 
the infoimation ncccssaiy foi the evolution of a satisfactoi’y pi in of indnstinliba- 
tion and it ippcaicd to him that the Piovininl Goveinnicnt alone were best 
fitted to collect ail the data idating to the voliiinc and mtuic of agncultiinl 
piodiice, manufactured articles, mineral resources and the extent of the internal 
maikct Ml Mehta next lefeircd to the “giowiiig menace” of the increase of non- 
Indian enterprises ‘‘behind the sheltei of our taiift wall’ Neailv 150 laigo 
industnal conceins of non-Iudinn oiigin hid thus come into existence and the 
whole object of the policy of piotccuon would be defeated unless the Goveriimont 
and Icgislatiue took adequate steps to contiol this development 

In conclusion Mi Mehta dealt with “the new tionds in the provincial 
public finance which iie noticeable in the budgets piepaied by the Ministcis of 
Finance foi the vaiious provinces for the real 1939 40” and declared that the 
Indian commeiual commnmtv was deeph interested in the success of the efioits 
of the popular Ministries in tackling the question of impioving the economic 
conditions of the masses Despite the agicement about the ultimate objective 
however, it is possible to have genuine diffcicnccs about the light means to achieve 
this objective 1 vender whethei a vv holes de and indiscnminate resoit to essen- 
tially regressive Viixipons of taxation like the sales tax on commodities of "eneral 
consumption, espcviullv cotton textiles, is the right method to achieve the^object 
which the Provincial Goveinincats Jiave in view Such a tax is bound to arrest 
anv incicase in the par camta consumption of the masses” He felt that the 
time had come when the Piovincial Ministiics should guaid against the i> 0 Bsibi- 
lUv tliat in adopting siiccific mcasuies of taxation to budge the gap between 
income and expenditure, of having recourse to means which are likely to dry un 
the verv sources from which the income flows” ‘ 

r 11 main issue in this countn Mr Mehta considered was the precipitous 
lall in the prices of agricultunl produce and to ask the ngncultuust to inv more 
lor raaniifactmcd products bv the levy of a sales tax without making any effort to 
merrase his purchasing power seemed to be a wrong npi'roach’to the whole problem 
Ihc Budget projiD^als of the Pioviucnl Ministries showed the cventuai necessity of 
an annual ^nfercncc of I’lmiice Slinistcrs, so that greater co operation and co- 
orainalion of policy between the provinces on the one hand •’nd the Ccntml 
Government on the other might be secured If no early cffoit was midc in 
direction, confusion in the administration of the v inous taxes and 
culties in iiitor-provincial administration were bound to occur 


practical 


this 

difli- 


Rcsolulions— I^DIA^S Aepovb 

An important resolution passed to-dnv related to the rocition of Tndtar 
abroad It expressed deep anxietv and alarm at the “steady encroachment oh tl 
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limited rights enjoyed by Indians in Colonies and elsewhere outside India” and 
conveyed to His Majestj’s Government “that unless the nghts of Indians in Colo- 
nies and abioad are adequately piotected, the discontent among Indians, both at 
home and abioad, cannot but continuously inciease” 

The resolution expressed disan ointment that the Government of India and 
Burma Goieinment “failed to take satisfactory steps to safeguaid Indian life and 
property against anti-Indian iiots in Buima and urged the appointment tfli'a high 
non-official Indian as Agent in Burma and the taking of immediate steps to ensuie 
compensation to the victims of anti-Indian iiots and the piotection of life and pro- 
perty and tbe'cmc rights of Indiins” 

Sir PiAj^Janrdas Thalindas, m moving the lesolution, refeiied to his asso- 
ciation -witli the piobmiS of Indians abioad dunng the last twenty years and said 
that never before had he found gieatei distiess and despan among them than now 
It nas time, he declaied, to bung home to the Government of India and His 
hlajesti’s Government that the policy followed during the last last three oi four 
yeais in the colonies with legaid to Indians was undeimining confidence m the 
Government of India and attachment to the British Empire Could the Fedeiation 
do anything mildei than what was indicated in the resolution ? , he asked 

Sii Purshottamdas Thakurdas dealt wjth the Kenya Order m Council, and Sara ' 
that foi the Government of India to say that the Order meiely confirmed past ad- 
ministiative piactice, was as good as asking Indians in Kenya to reconcile themselves 
to the position Aftei refeiiing to the position in South Afiaca in view of the new more 
to segregate Indians further, Sir Paishottamdas asked if the British Government wish- 
ed to do justice to Indians who went theie to earn a livelihood, or if the Government 
only wanted to give way to some of the Dictatois of Europe and their armed 
might ? Su Purshottamdas mentioned two recent incidents, one m America where 
the wife of Mi Dare had been asked to quit on the gionnd that in the absence 
of a treaty of commerce and navigation between India and Ameiica, she could not 
be allowed to stay on in America beyond a certain period The second was the 
prohibition against Indian passengers landing in ilanilo, vheie steamers halted 
The matter had been refeiied to Su Aubiey Metcalfe, who had promised to 
investigate 

jJ?7 T T Krishnaviachartar, seconding the resolution, pointed out that the 
position of Indians in Burma was not on all fours with their position in other 
parts of the Empiie He traced the histoiy of Indian emigiation to Buima since 
1872 and said that, bv now, neaily a million Indians weie in Burma, and they 
had invested about Rs 80 croies there Now, be continued, fuither legislation 
to impose restiictions on Indians was on the anvil The Government of India, he 
declared, should shake themselves fiom then lethargy and see that there was an 
organised department of the Government of India in Biuma which would do all 
that was needful to protect Indian life and interests 

Air G L Mehta, supporting the lesolution, felt that the idea of Dominion 
Status had by now become alien to Indians because, Indians had become foreigners 
in all -paits of the British Commonwealth He reminded the meeting that the 
whole uige of the national movement in this couutiy had oiiginated from the 
suffering of Indians in South Africa As legaidb the attitude of tlie British Govern- 
ment, he agreed with" the Iiishman’s statement that the sun neiei sets on the 
Biitish Empire because the Almighty could never trust the Englisliraau in the 
dark 

Air Hosoeinbhat Laljee, in a vehement speech, described himself as one of 
those iinfoitunate Indians who had been tiading abroad The only help that they 
could now exiiect, he asserted was from the Congiess Governments in the proimces, 
because the British Government at the Centre weie only tiustees for Emopeans 

The resolution was put to vote and earned 


Labour Legislation in Provinces 

Seth Kastinhhai Lalbhai next moved a resolution uiging the Government of 
India and the ^^ovincial Governments to appoint a Board foi the co-oidmation of 
Labour and Social legislation alieady iindeitaken in the piovinces and to guide 
future legislation on uniform lines thioughout the country 

Seth Kastuibhai admitted that the legislation passed was very compiehpsne 
and calculated to reach all fields of economic activity But it was essential that 
there should be some sort of machineiy to co-ordinate all such legislation, because 
the political demarcatrons effected m the country could not be made to apply to the 
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economic field of nctnity He stressed the need for co ordination to pr^ent nrtifi- 
cnl stimulation or retardation in industrial activities and quoted tne dillicuities 
of the United States Federal Goiernment to shoiv the urgent need for co ordination 
Lala Padampat Stvghanta, seconding the resolution, urged the need for iini- 
Jormity m industrial activity, particulailj in the field of Labour legislation It 
Nvas the dut% of the Central Government to see that a Go ordination Board was 
constit-uied/ He appealed to the Piovincial Governments to take the initiative in 
the matter in the interests of the piovinees and Indian industries 

5Ir Durgaprasad Kha tan stressed the need for showing some consideration 
to the indusiTially backwaid provinces as otheniiso giiuig effect to the present re- 
solution IV Olid mean a hadicap to those_provintcs • , 

ilr (? Soma'll and Rai Bahadur Mohatta also supported'' file resolution, 
which was earned unanimously 

CoPrES'Ci POLlCi Cfiticised 

A number of resolutions were put fiom the chair and ranicd These declare 
that the Eighteen Pence Ratio is detriment il to the economic inteicsts of India, 
and has bean maintained bj methods vvhicn have been injunoua to the countrs’s 
ical interests , demand that the Cential Legislature should be given power to leview 
’coemptions from income tao of intcieston stcihng secniilics and icrlain pensions 
as well as the double taxation iclief aiTangemcnt between the U K and India , 
favour the suggestions of the Resene Bank of India for reducing the stimp duty 
On inland bills , urge the development of the refining indnsti-j in the coiintiy , ask 
foi legislation to regulate the import, manufacture, storage and sale of dings, medi- 
cines and biological products in Older to prevent the sale of inellicient or adulterated 
or spurious drugs , urge tlic dcsuabihtj of the Goveinment of India sccuiing ade- 
quate interest in the Air as well as &ea Plane services so as to have an eikctivc 
voice in the control direction and management of these seiviecs and the promotion 
of the tiaiiiing of Indians for the An services , demand icvision of the Constitution 
of the mqor Port Tius’s so as to ensure in adequate majority of Indians on the 
boards and in the administiation , want complete IndiamsiUoii of the Imperial 
Bank staff and the stoppage of non-Indian rccrnitmcnt 

Ilie Federation congiatulatcd the Go.ernmcnt of Bombay on its decision to 
support Indian insurance companies by placing all insurance controlled ' by them 
with indigenous companies onlj and urges other Provincial Governments to follow 
the example 

The Federatjon Cosstitetion 

The best part of the after-lnnch sitting of the Federation was occupied in a 
full dress debate on an amendment to the constitution of the Federation moved by 
Mr J C Setalvad, who sought to give a vote to each of the four delegates repre- 
senting a member-body instead of the existing provision which gave the right to 
vote to onlv one of the lepresenfaavts from each body Over a dozen speakers, 
including Meters D P Khaitan, J C fcetalvad Thakkar, Santanam, Krishnama- 
ctiaiiar and Cbunilal B Mehta, participated in the discu‘:sion The amendment 
was icjcoted bj 35 votes to 11 


Iadu'tpial SErr-ScFEicirscY 

V the meeting accepted Lala Skn Pam’s resolution relating to fiscal 

policv Ihc resolution recominciidcd that as the pace of Indian industrialisation 
nnum the poliiv of disi^riminating protection had failed to sitisfy Indian opinion, 
uic bovernraent of India should adopt a more dvnamic and active joIicy of full- 
ncKigcd piolecfion for industries under the active control and management of the 
nationals of the coantrv, having for Us object the achievement of indnstnal sclf- 
Bulliciciic} within a reasonable pciiod of time It further ojiined (hat the Govern- 
ment should grant protection not merely to an infant mdusln, but also consider 
the question of granting protection with a view to helping the verj establishment 
ot a new industrj which could not be organised owing to the hesitant and dilatorv 
nttundc of the Government and the consequent uncertainly of sccunng tanfl heln 
for a reasonabh long penod of time ^ 

Movinff the resolution, Lata S/irt IZam pointed out that a change over from 
the present dicenminating” policy would go a long way in solving the problem 
01 iineraploynient among the educated classes and also help m tindintr a nood 
Indian market for Indian agricultural produce ^ 

PI Jlc/ito, who seconded the resolution, referred to the National 

Planning Committee set up by the Congress and expressed his optimism as regards 

ua 
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tlie siiccessrul out-come of the scheme The meeting at this stage adjourned till the 
nest da} 

Second Day — Delhi— Sth Apnl 1939 

Teade Pact lyiTH Fokeigs Codntkies 

The Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Indus*^ry resumed 
Its sitting on the nest da%, the 9th April 1939 Str Pursnottamdas Thahurdas 
moved a resolution relating to trade tiea*ies vrith foreign countries 

The resolution reiterated the Federation’s aiew"^ that the Goiemment of 
India should immediatelv take stcj^s to conclude a treaty of commerce and 
naaigation with the United Spates of America and trade treaties uith foreign 
countries in consultation with rcincsen^atiies of Indian Commerce 

Moving the resolution, Sir Puishottamdas duelt at length on the posiMon 
of representatives of Indian Commerce as Un-odicial Advifee’'S dining the 
Indo-Bntish Trade negotiations He paid a glowing tribute to the capacity and 
cordiality of Sir I\1 ^Zahullah Khan until the submission of the foaiteenth 
and last repo”t of the Un-o!ncial Adiisers 

Proceeding, Sir Purushottamd'is said * H admire him and wish to say that 
he acted as a nou-o5icial though he was an oF^iil But who does not know his 
limitations as a Memoei of the Executive Conncil 

The Un-odicial Advisers, he coitinued, when they reached London were 
distiuctlj given to understand that if India desired a trade treat} with thp 
United Kingdom it could only be i oss'ble if Lancashire uas satisfied He 
challenged 'amidst chee-s the statement that the Indian Un-otucial Adiiseis’ 
yision had been aitia^^ed by political const lerations He asseited that, all 
through, they h-’d borne in mmd carefully that they uere only concerned with 
economic and' commercial considerations If thev wanted to venture mto the 
rerlms of politics, certainl} Sir Sdi.uid Bent'mll would have pro‘estchl and 
expressed his disaireemeut On the o*her hand Sir Edwaid was in agieement 
wutn them on the fundimental pniiciples The Goicinment he proceeded, bad no 
doubt accepted the broad outlines of their lecoramendations, but his gnevmce 
was that they had fouled the field before the recommendations came up before 
the legislature, by the adrautage of three to four per cent giveu to Lancashiie 
in the form of the additional cotton import duty It was clear proof of the 
fact that the Government did not want a trade treaty to go through unless 
the dice was loaded agimst India By this the Government had granted^ 
through the hack door, under the gmse of squarnng the budget, the maxinriQn'' 
demands of Lancashire 

Seconding the resolution, Mr G L Mehta referred to India’s foreign 
trade and pointed out that now the reports of Indian Trade Commissioners 
of late made depressed reading While in European counrnes the policy m 
respect of foreign trade was "cousidcicd veiy iinpeitant foreign diplom'^cv, the 
Government of '^India had no policv at all The whole machinery of the 
(^vernment had been directed towards plaeatinsr Lancashiie and the Governments 
refusal to take up any of^her ques'^ions reminded him of tne Scotchman who 
was'^delavmg the piuchase of ^he map of Europe until Hitler had settled all 
European boundaries (Laughtei) 

The lesolution, which w'’S supported by Sardui P S Sodhhans, was earned 
nnanimoHsly 

* « 

The Coxttol Holes 

The meeting passed a resolution, moved bv Mr Akhil Chandra Diitta 
and seconded by ^Ir D B Gnobh, expressing grave concern at the manner 
in which Indiin Tea Control Hides have been notified bv the Central Government, 
and stating that the jules reciuire immediate leiision m teiras of representation 
made bv the Indian Plmting community and by Indian Commercial mterests 
m general 

Ixdo-Bfitish Teade Pact 

A resolution on the Indo-British trade agreement, put Lorn the Chair, 
expressed the Federations wiim thanks to the Ison-Otheial Adiisers and while 
givmg support to their recommendations m the m'ljonty report, strongly condemned 
the action of the Goveniment of India m cireumventmg the recommendations 
of the 2son-Oflicial Adnsers directly and indirectly, and in oiernding the clear 
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\ci(l!ct gnen bv the Assembly ngmnst the (ndc trciU ns jironoscJ Ibt, 
Rcsoluhon eMucsscd the conMction tint inj tnde trents nnimsed on I'ldi i 
ngninst the ^Mslles o£ her nccieditcd lepiescntnlncs could onij csfrnngo the 
iSations beUveen the t\\o countries, and ■uained the &o^etnIncnt o£ India iganisl 
peibigting in giiing effect to the Agieenient m its piesent foim 

No^'-IN^)I\.^ Coxcppvs IK IsDiix 

The nest lesolution related to the establishment of non-Indian concerns in 
Iiidii 

The lesolution icconimendcd “that no companj should be allowed (o be 
icgistcied in India unless it has a rupee capital, at Icist two thuds of the 
shai eliolding is icstiictcd to Indnn nationals and at least t\,o thuds of the 
dominant control and cflcctivc loice in the niangpincnt is in Indian hands in 
then own light, and that in the case of 1 cj indnstiicb the entire capital and 
management aic lestiic^ed to Indinii nationals onlj ” 

Ml C Sctalvad, who nioied the icsolution, dcdaicdthit it was of parnmount 
impoitance that the profits, peiquisites and the fiuitb of ana nolua of indus- 
tiialisation should go to the sons of the soil After all, theie was no tun in dcacloprng 
industiies in the countia behind a taiiflf wall if the bcnclits of such industrialisation 
iicic to be enjoacd by those who had no peunanent siake in the eoiintia and if ihi 
Health consequent on such a polica was iiieant to be taken outside Indii loieigii 
■amtal was tlowing in and foieign (ompatucs were establishing sub=idiaij comi'anic^ 
Lire light of the tatato to lestiict icgulate and cam piobibit the entrj of non- 
lationals into ccitain blanches of the economic life of the nation must be rcio^ni'-rd 

Ml Malhavlal Bhatt, seconding the icsolution, pointed out that these nnn- 
[iidian concoins aa oio stultifamg the iccommcnd itions of theluitr Boards md 
lusting Indnn industiies fiom the home miike^ India thus was the liappa- 
lunting giound of foieigii ci-ploitcis 

Dent Lk i=r ann\ 

The icolution on debt legislation, moacd ba Lnla 7/n?r Shan! rr Baqin, was 
iccnla debated The icsolution ci,picsscd the opinion that no legisluion designed to 
{lac leliof to the agiicultuiibts bhould be enacted in ana of the jnoainccs fo as 
.0 extend facilities to othcis in icducing their liabilita for connncirid debts, 
ind whe’o such legislation alicula exists, as in the c^fc of I P tl c 
Inciimbeicd Estates Act and the U V Agiicnltiinsls Relief \ct the Pioainti il 
Tgvcrnincnts should imnicdiatcla unciul the law so as to witln'r a, such faeilitirs 
file resolution also asked u ter aha foi aincndmcnt of the caislini: dclit Ic-islition 

10 that persons whoso tot d iiuoiuc from unculluic is snniici thin fioni other 
iouices should not be giacn ana adaantage undoi the \e's 

Ml Haridas Laljca sucgcsied that consideration of the resolution sho ild be 
postponcxi pending the obtaining of the nccestara info.niaiion fioni the dificrent 
nicmbcis 

Mr r T Krfihnai lachartar, opposing the re'^olution, urged that if aaould 
be wisci to discuss the whole question aailh icpie‘-cntati cs of the Proaincid 
Goacinincnls eoncerned lie felt tbit the icsolution aaas pieniature, and o ichl fo 
haac been on nioic gciiemi lines ins'cad of referring to lo^ishtions in one or taro 
pioaintcs 

Suppoiting the resolution Mr Biqraj Gnpla =aid that the use of the le jsla- 
tiac power in the manner wouhk not aehic>c the dcsi cd result The rc'-olution aa >- 
caincd b> 25 ao'es to 0 ^ 

Silk IvnLSTP'i in* T >i)iv 

The parlous condition of the Pill indusli-a and the need for ( ic Goaf’-ninent 
rf India rclevsing the Taiifi Boaiils report on it formed the s\il)je. t of a ri-oloiioi 
moacd bj Mr I) M Sen It W'as Fuiiported ba Rao Tahcb C H Ih o and caTicd 

Imii\& M iNor Tmilstiius 

A resolution niovcd ba Mr D X Sm iirned the Go ernniCnt of India a t i5e 
rp ngnii the departmental enqiiira into the posdoiof lUnior itidns, arF ii ,>e 
lountrv, avhich, haainir been initntcd aras later on s .sj, ended taroaia’-<i b J q; 
;hc plea that prices of Taiiancsc manniaiturcs liad ^one up 

Mr S G Shah supported flic rc-ointion 

A resolution dealing with inter pro.iiiial barrie’^s il the nr 1 fo" iniforriP- 

11 excise duties, moacd bj Bajral la Set' D D A'' , a,^.-- earned 
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Salt Manufacture 

Mr Earidas Laljee then mo\ed a resolution urging tLe Government of India 
to take immediate steps to save the Indian salt industry from ruination and safe- 

f uard the importing provinces against the dangers of a salt famine by imme- 
iitely le-imposing an additional impoit duty on foreign salt at an adequate rate for 
an adequate period 

The resolution ivas seconded by Mr Mohatta and earned unanimously 
National Shipping & Overseas Tr vee 

The last resolution expressed deep concern at the pohev of utter inaction on 
the part of the Government of India to do anything to help the eiitiance and ex- 
pansion of national shipping in the overseas trade, and uigcd the Goiernment of 
India to take eailv and efiective steps for seeming caniage of a substantial portion 
of the oierseas cargo trade and passenger traffic for> shipping owned, controlled and 
managed b\ the nationals of this country t 

The resolution, which was mo\ed by Mr G L Mehta and seconded by 3fr 
Khattan, also expressed grave concern at thd clashing rate-war waged by the 
British rested shipping interests against the Scindia Company m the Ha] service 

The meeting at this stage concluded with a vote of 'thanks to the retiring 
President and to the delegates present 


The Indian Chamber of Commerce 

Thirteenth Session — Calcutta — 27th February 1939 

The Presidential Address 

Presiding over the thirteenth annul general meeting of the Indian Chamber 
of Commerce, Calcutta, on the 27th February 1939, Sir Ardeshir Dalai, the 
President of the Chamber, adiocated a policy of caution with regard to the efforts 
of the Congress Governments to bring about prohibition, m new of its far-ieachmg 
financial implications 

“The eiadication of the drink enl requires sustained moral and social effort 
over a long penod of time”, said Sii Aidesbir, “and if an attempt is made to bring 
about the result in such a short space of time as two or thiee years, cioies of public 
revenue, so urgently needed for eieiy foim of nation-buildmg actiMties, are sacri- 
ficed and extraordinary heavy burdens imposed on the people. The financial 
structure of the province may suffer a shock fiom which it will find itself difficult 
to lecover Moderation in the suppression of dnnk is as necessary as moderation 
in its consumption ” 

^ir Ardeshir appreciated the manner in avhich the different Provincial Govern- 
ments had initiated measures for the amelioration of tlie condition of the poorer 
classes but sounded a note of warning against undue haste in undei-taking measures 
of fai-reaching social and economic impoitance He refeired m this connection to 
the Money Lenders Bill which the Governpaent of Bengal have brought forward 
and stated that the Bill, as modified by the fcclect Committee, seemed not only to 
contravene some of the prOMSions of the existing acts, but was also highly detri- 
mental to the general interests of business in the far-reaching scope of its provisions 

The speaker referred to the shortsighted view taken by some of the older 
manufacturing countries of the West that the present efforts of India to develop 
her industries was a menage to their trade He lefuted the argument that industna- 
lisation in India was likely to lead to a serious clash of interests with agricultural 
elements or to a crisis in India’s finances To Jiai e a more reliable and assured 
home market for their products was certainly more in the interests of the agricul- 
turists themselves than an almost complete dependence upon the international 
market which has, of late, become a very uncertain and unreliable factor The 
standard of livmg of the Indian people was low at present and the achievement 
of a more balanced economy and increased industnalisation would lead in the long 
rim to expansion of wealth increase in India s consumption and m consequence of 
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‘^°"STofcrnifc"So the iraper'ilne need of nssisting nnd cncouriging the 

and most po^\er£ul industries in the world, had been recening the f 

Government and the country, an incipient industry in Tiidn was suyelj entitled to 
receive adequate recognition of its claims, cspccialh because national 

a vital factoi in any scheme of national defence He vvelcoracd the com In >on ®f 
the volutary agreement among the ]ute mills in Bengal and envisaged more stable 
and prosperous conditions foi the ]ute industry 

Bir Ardcshii also refeired to other important matters concerning the mercan- 
tile community of India such as making further provision foi safety in coal 
mines by sand stoTving, the necessity of caily legislation for the contiol or aauUei^- 
ted drags and the present unfortunate situation created in Buiroa with icgaid to 
the lelations between Indians and Biirmans He uigcd that effective steps should 
be taken by the Government of India to see that Indian life and pioperty in 
Buima neie adequately protected and advocated a conference of representatives of, 
the Indian mercantile communitv in India and in Biirnm in older to review the 
whole question relating to the regulation of trade between the two countnes 


The Andhra Chamber of Commerce 

Annual Session — Madras— 29th April 1939 

The Presidential Adcress 

"Wc recognise the ncccssitv of more revenue for the Government But tho 
Tobacco tax. is expected to jicld tlie tieasury ncarlv a croie and half of iiirccs I 
appeal to the Bnme Minister, theicforc, not to estiange the Indian business com- 
munity and to find out a via meaia by fixing the latc of the tax (Sales Tax) at 
onc-foiuth of one pci cent If there is need for additional monej, let him incicasc 
the rate to half per cent in the next financial jear”, observed the hon Mr 
hai atjanaas Girdhardas Piosident of the Andhia Chamber of Commerce, speakinir 
piemisS'Tladrar'^^''" Chamber held on the 28tfa April 1939 at the Chamber 

Sasttulu presented the annual report and the 
audited statement of accounts r ^ 

Aaraifondos Girdhardas then addressed the meeting He leferied 
membership of the Chamber in spite of the raising of the 
hor^ thnt pHjed in the politico economic life of the countrx and 

nn«i A *ioxt year, outstrip its lecord of work for the 

^ i,r ^'’’dhardas next referred to the international situation and said 

between c'Jfis question of choosing 

c ween ciils vv e can have no doubt that our veteran leader, M ihatma Ganrlhf 

abided*' his Idvmc’^ moment and that the peoiile will lojally 

political situation in InRia, the. President said “we find llmf 
British statesmen are marking lime and are in no mood to make an immod,.?„ 
cciEion as to whether Federation should he imposed or not The recent ampnii^ 

™.™»i SL^rr”'"‘ 

proposal submitted bv the Sladras Government But tlie matter cannot lie 
to rest there I would suggest that the members from the ffelugu spe^Ung dmtnc^ 
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in the local legislatme should sit iiifoinially but leguHily duiing every legislatue 
session so as to keep the Andhia demand constantly in the mind of the public 

Ihe Indo-Biitish 'iiade Agi cement, the Piesident continued, sufficiently bad in 
its If, cotiFd ne\ei be accejitable to the Indian commcicial community, coming as it 
did on top of the doubling of the duty on laii cotton Ihe pact no doubt has 
become an accomplished fact a^ a lesult of the ceitibcation of the Goieinoi-Gcneral 
But 111 all conscience I uant to ask you iihat in essence is the difference between 
this act of the Goieinmcnt and the policy of Gei man's in foicing Rumania to gi\e 
economic concessions to hei, of nhieh ue base hcaid so much lately 

‘Another important factor to ■which I ivould like to diaw join attention is jffic 
gradual abandonment of the policy of discriminating piotection to which India has 
been committed foi a long number of veais 'Ihe 'raiiif Boaid itself had recom- 
mended lower rates of duty in respect of sugar paj ei and mae:ncsium chloiide 
industnes But the Gosemment base further leduccd the duties as well as the 
period of piotection except in the case of magnesium chloiide Esidentlj the 
Government laid gieatei emphasis upon the woid "discriminating” than ‘piotection” 
111 that blessed phiase ‘‘discriminating piotection ” 

Proceeding, Mr Girdbaidas said ‘ We in this piesidencj' base been moie 
agitated by the local Goseinraeiit’s pio’osab to lesv a sales ta-v than bj an-s other 
factor It IS icgiettable to note that the aaitition for an'’ asainst the measure is 
earned on with unconcealed bitterness I dcpicfate the adoption of a defiant 
attitude on either side Though Congress Governments since they came to power 
hare not done anything considerable to impime the trade and industnes of the. 
country, we must all be grateful to the Congiess foi the unqualified suppoit which' 
it has gnen foi protection to Indian industries as a lesivlt of which phenomenal 
progress has been made in manr industnes But taxation measines hare come m 
quick succession Petrol, electnutj, tobac<.o and entertainments have alieadj been 
heanlj taxed and I s'l ue o' Pnme Miuuivi will appreciate the difficulty which 
the Indian business < immunity will hare to experience as a lesiilt of being called 
upon to make huge sacrifices all of a sudden We rccopiise the necessity of more 
lerenue for the Goaeinment But the tobacco tax expected to 'sield the tieasui^ 
nearly a cioie and half of rupees I apped to the Prime Munster theiefore uot to 
estrange the Indian business community anc. to find out a vta rredm by fixing the 
the rate of the tax at one-fouith. of one y ci cent If there is need foi additional 
money, let him inciease the rate to half pci cent in lh,g nc t Siancial jcai But 
let him not wound the pride of the business community hy sticking to an guns 

“As foi prohibition, I am of the opinion that the pace should not be forced 
There is no politics in prohibition and when it is lemcmbeied that no other countiy 
in the world, not eaen Sonet Russia where it is paid that tlieie is no exploitation 
of any kind, has attempted to cnfoice complete piobibition I think I may be 
pardoned foi suggesting that the Congiess Goaexnmcnts may be a bit more cautious 
in iiitioducing^iolubition 

T c-iolude, I want to lefer to tivo things We hare not heard of late 
' JmIRi'J'' ' «' '^of the National Planning Committee I am , iiticulaily keen on 

P'‘ 1 '< ^-automobile mdustij in the con nil's Whit with another wai, 

the need foi motor' vehicles and aeroplanes will be gieat arid I feel that properly 
organised we can exyaoit these goods to other coun tries 

“I do not belies e in the policy of pandeiingto labour with a viesv to placate it, 
faioured by some goseinments I doubt if theie aie any.bettei employers in the 
world than the Tata lion and Steel Companv The bovcott of the centenaiy 
celebrations of the birth of the founder of the Tata house by the svoikeis due to 
- some imaginary grievance fills me with despaii legaiding the iutuie of trade union- 
-ism in the countiy Apart fiora this, I think that Indian indnstiy is not in a 
position to beai any additional burden in the shape of lahoui legislation ” 


/ 


The Punjab Chamber ofT.ommefce 

Annual Session — New Delhi — l<th April iyuC> 

TIic Presidcrlial Address 

Tl'c 'inninl p;cnc’'al meeting of the Piinph C ,a,Td,cr of Commerer luhl 
on the mil Ap-il in !9 t !Ne\i Delhi F ''or^ jar-ilid nntl M' 1 P 

Jatkins, Chii t UommiF=ioner of Delhi, n . pres i i” '■pc nl m in!ii)!i ^ \fii r iVa 
nnini'il icpo’t nnil icco ints had been ndopted, 3ir (traj and the Chief tom 
missioncr of Delhi addressed tlic mcctinf; 

Mr Gray, in the comsc of his tddress nferred *o (lie Indo Hrili^h Tridc 
Agreement and said ‘"Ihe fpicsfion siiU aji] cars to me to lie quite ^ inple in i •- 
essential lincamenis It iias noi. moreh a qiie-'t on of iihit India 1 —'= a^l e*! lo 
gne It nas also a question of aihai India trot in icturn and thi=: \ is a qae ■ ibl 
more The object of the Agreement \,as to rjiide in the iinicitam job'. 1 ind 
cconoraie eondihons jt the noild, a better bi'^is for hnsinL=«, h\ "‘^sirin^ lo f! 
tiio countries a marl ct outlet foi each o he-’s jnodiK ts 'llic of the Ic_i-I i me 

a c insi lilt iblc to us, meic bii=ines=men, who me not nl'o i'olUuiin‘= 'Jbr lerr.-- 
nirnt seems to haic been oicishadoi cd In the cotton 1 art For, in t’ni Iain 
1 ap been isbed to gne some'hiiig, but foi the somcibing she cnc^ on cotton pn, 
goods, she is as=mcd a miidi liettci maikc foi her ran (Otloi ind tontC'-io in 
other lines And what lo she asbe-l to giic ' 

‘‘I ancashiic e'‘i)jrtcd last ^e■lr L’2'i milh' n aaro o elo'h ns aLiinsf aboit 
1,000 nnllion acais ago Iiidtan min'- j rodm 1 st aeir {» er four (lio stud 
niilhotmauD and hand-looms 1,1^' n 1 ; d ogi 1 i neii"!^ 1 "> 0 millio 1 aid- 
Dfics It mattoi much to them nliefhei die L'liaslme qnot i fs 22 1 million'- or Jd 
millions, nameh 1 j er cent or 0 jki cent of Indian consnini'lion ’ At in rale I, 
for one, am \crv glad that the qiic-tioi is ecctled For two acirs non ne, iinjo - 
ters bate had this diitv rediictioi hanging o\er our heads ^Ian> (balets ha\e Irft 
goods Ijing in bond for tnehe nioaths and tins has iq =c' trade trcincndoi'''h If 
the Go'onnncnt iid stated that tlica would no^ ndine dnfa at all a scar a_o I 
acntiire to sn that last aesr’s tiade \ ould ha\c been fir grcitcr 'Jhc iinccrt iinta 
of customs (lutj upsets trade more thm anathing and tliii ui setting has been a 
setbaeb to the ciiport of cotton itself’ 

j\Ir Giaj then cvainincd (he ta'ation propo-als of the Punjab fioacrmnent 
Tie Slid that a sales ta\ was more an emergeno measure of livat.on smh as 
might be insiitiitcd in the case of war and could no* lie rc_irJed = ^ iionnal fea- 
ture of a inidget He chimed tliat the sales (a"- 0 1 mo o- piriU-j^oi Id rip<ra'c 
oiinrcs-'neU and woliIiI mean increased tiansiiort dial ges for Urn r m«i “j o.mWiii - 1 
of the rnnjai) ^ ^ 

EI'0IUTI0\S 

'\Ir I' 2\ ''cn lien mo\ed the following resolution — 

‘'Tins Cb nnbei. jlaei^ on lecord its deep npjireciation of tlic cr-'iiecs roadcred 
b^ Ml V r Graj, bulb as a member and Picsident of the Cbamhcr in fiirtl c'-in^’ 

Its interests ” - = 

In doing so, 2ilr Sen said that lie did not like to le* the o ea=ion pas, 
without pnblith recording the scniecs rendered In Air G/u toiIePiniab 
Chamber of Commcrec aiuF to the eonimereial commumta of Irlm l>o,h Indian 
mid Dnropcin Air Sen felt glad lltaf Air Gra\ avo ild : o’ lot Ila s, cr 1 is 
cniincctionb witli Delhi and India, but would be ai4t'ng Ins o’J frie’ias cae-a 
cold weather - 

Pai Paliadiir P Alnibeiji sceoiidrj the rc=olnliO'i and said il'at dm p,, ,,.,n 
Chamber of Ccminicrce-owcd its present i’o=i(ion mo=tla to Air Gria s "uiiurin" 
energa IJis seniecs woild alwaas iic rcnicmbc'-cd ba the Chamber 




